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In South Australia's agricultural economy in the later nineteenth
century most women, through custom and circumstance, were occupied

with domestic duties in their homes, and often with additional work
in the dairy and on the farm, usually unpaid; traditional usage decreed
that work done at home and for the general family weal, by women,
was not recompensed with money. Census records did not include
such workers under `Occupations' but as `Dependents: non- breadwinners'; only work rewarded by wages was recognised in official
statistics. But the tasks that were performed by women in their
homes certainly constituted work often arduous and usually unremitting. Cleaning, cooking, child care, sick nursing and laundry
work demanded intense effort, and many women also had the responsibility of heavy dairy work which included milking, churning,
cleaning and scrubbing the utensils; sometimes women and girls
earned pocket money from the dairy products they sold which were
over and above the family's requirements. In the country, knowledge
of dairy work was necessary for women. One farmer, for example,
wrote complaining to the State Children's Department that the girl
they had sent him was no use whatever because she lacked dairy
experience: `Will you try and get me a good girl that can milk ?'1
*Helen Jones lectures in History at Kingston C.A.E. and is currently writing a
doctoral thesis on the education and employment of women in South Australia,
1875 -1925.
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WOMEN AT WORK IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

2

3

HELEN JONES

One of the hardest tasks for women within their homes was
laundry work, a weekly chore involving certain painstaking processes.
For example, here are the initial steps for washing sheets:
Light copper fire and fill copper with clean water. Shred up soap and put in a
piece of soda the size of a peach stone if water is hard.'

If there were no tap in the laundry, the water would have to be
carried in by bucket; if linen and other clothes were dirty, they
required scrubbing and soaking. After boiling in the copper they had

to be lifted out, heavy and steaming, with a sturdy stick and then
rinsed. Whites were blued, then some things such as table linen and
collars were starched. The housewife or laundress carried the clothes
basket to the line for pegging out the clean wash. Folding, mangling,
and the onerous task of ironing with irons heated on the kitchen stove
completed the operation.
The married woman's field child rearing, home nursing, food

preparation, house cleaning and general household management
involved time- consuming, skilled tasks worthy of detailed discussion
which is not possible in this paper. Women in regular paid employment
were almost invariably single (some were widows), and the majority
were domestic servants. These numbered 9,423 in 1891 and 11,587 in
1901 in South Australia.' But there were not enough girls willing to
enter service to satisfy the demand; apparently the restrictions placed
on their personal freedom were regarded as the main drawbacks of the
work, for they normally had little free time, having one Sunday off a
fortnight and one evening a week after eight o'clock, and being allowed
out in the day time only to run messages .4 Sometimes the food was

locked away from them and many objected to being addressed by
either their first name or surname without the prefix of `Miss'. Girls
often preferred to take factory work with its many disadvantages
rather than go into service; one Naracoorte man, indeed, asserted in a
letter to the Register: `colonial girls will rather starve than go out to
service'.'

,......
if .9.G1e /t
'j

3.

4.
5.

State school student's domestic science notebook, (South Australia, 1901). In possession
of writer.

Statistical information concerning occupations is taken from the Census of South

Australia, 1891, ( S.A.P.P. 1894, 74) and 1901, (S.A.P.P. 1903, 74).
The population of South Australia was 315,212 in 1891 composed of 161,920 men and
153,292 women. In 1901 the population was 358,346, with 180,485 men and 177,861
women. (South Australian Year Book, 1966, 80).
Register, 13 December, 1889, 7g; S.A.P.P. 1892, 37, `Report of the Shops and Factories
Commission', paras. 4304 -9.
Register, 18 December, 1889, 6e.
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A page from a South Australian primary school girl's domestic science notebook, 1901.
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Women teachers, including schoolteachers, governesses and music

In contrast to the women who worked as domestic servants for
wages is the group who employed them, although their conditions

teachers, numbered 1,718 in 1891 and 2,345 in 1901. Among these,
music teachers increased from 223 in 1891 to 493 in 1901,9 an
indication not only of increased population but also of the aspirations
of a more prosperous society in which parents wanted their children
to learn music, and in which women's education more frequently
included the serious study of music, resulting in a group of women
being qualified to teach the subject. The majority of school teachers in
South Australia at the turn of the century were women, the chief
employer being the Education Department which valued their services;
they did the same work as men teachers, with minor variations such as
teaching needlework instead of drill, but were paid a good deal less.
The maximum salary a woman teacher could reach, and this occurred
rarely, was three quarters of the male rate, and their promotion levels
were lower than those of men. Female teachers were necessarily often
sent to small, isolated country schools where they had to battle with
difficulties including poor accommodation. Sometimes the teacher
shared a room with children in the home of a pupil's parents. Their
living conditions were worse than those of some domestic servants,
although school teaching was generally regarded as a respectable
occupation for women. But frequently they managed to find solutions
to difficulties, like the young woman who was sent to Murat Bay,
where there was a school but no accommodation within seven miles.10
Private school teachers were also paid little and they lacked the
relative security of tenure that the Department offered. Governessing
was another way of earning a living sometimes a rewarding job, but
often merely the refuge of a girl of limited means from a gentleman's
family. She might find herself acting as a nursemaid, living in uncomfortable quarters and belonging neither to the family circle nor
among the servants. Sometimes, if not isolated in the country, she
could make social contacts through church - going, as servants could
also, but her free time was very restricted.
Some women teachèrs, though not well paid, held positions of
prestige, perhaps as headmistresses of private schools or else on the

varied considerably, according to family income. Women with children

who employed only a single servant had many tasks to do, but depending on family size, the efficiency of household management and
the number of servants, varying amounts of leisure time were available.

In South Australia it is difficult, even among the wealthy, to find
evidence of the Victorian `perfect lady' who performed no household
duties, although possibly some unmarried daughters might have fitted
this stereotype. However, many women had time, gained through the
employment of servants, to pay and receive visits and to enjoy a wide
range of occupations playing the piano, reading, painting, embroidersome of the crafts demanding a
ing, crocheting, working tapestry

high level of skill and resulting in creative work which was both
useful and satisfying to the eye.' Some of the leisured ladies occupied
their time in charitable work such as hospital visiting,' or visiting the

sick and poor in their homes, as for example women of the North
Adelaide Baptist Church did regularly,' or raising money for charitable
causes such as the South Adelaide Crêche (for working mothers), the
Children's Hospital, the Ministering Children's League or the District

Nurses. These activities reflected the English customs which the
colonists brought with them; social problems were similar and so were

the solutions attempted. Before the Suffrage Act of 1894 many
women worked for their own enfranchisement.

Between the areas of voluntary work and those of ill -paid
domestic servants and worse -off sweated workers, there were several
dressmakers and milliners,
important groups of female employees
shop assistants, school teachers and nurses. Other women worked in a
variety of occupations for example, as postmistresses, boot and shoe

makers, farmers, washerwomen, paper bag and box makers and
actresses. There was even, in 1901, one female goldsmith. Increasing
numbers of girls became typists in offices and sought places as tele-

phonists. At the Adelaide telephone exchange a small number of
women worked in a pleasant, airy room and enjoyed reasonable
wages.

9. `Census of South Australia', op.cit.
10. She improvised, partitioning off eight feet of the schoolroom for a `living apartment' and

arranging for a small boy to be allowed to sleep in the school with her. The Board of

6.
7.
8.

Education in Adelaide raised no objections when she informed them of her living arrangements, promising that she would remove all traces of her use of the classroom before
school opened each day. Education Department, Correspondence files, InspectorGeneral of Schools, 1899/1593, ser. 3, GRG 18, S.A.S.A.

Lady Mawson, `No idle fingers' in Brown, L. (ed.), A Book of South Australia. Women in
the First Hundred Years, (Adelaide, 1936), 151 -7.
M. Barbalet, The Adelaide Children's Hospital, (Adelaide, 1975), 55 -7.
`Deaconess' Minute Book', Baptist Church, North Adelaide, 1882 -1942, SRG 61, S.A.S.A.
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staff of the Advanced School for Girls, South Australia's first State
secondary school which began in 1879 and continued until it became
part of the new Adelaide High School in 1908. The Advanced School

acted as the secondary training ground for nearly all of South
Australia's female university students in the nineteenth century.

ö

Early Adelaide women doctors including Violet Plummer, Phoebe
Chapple and Helen Mayo, all went there; so did most teachers' college
students, and others who entered private schools and raised academic
standards. An exceptional woman who profited from her Advanced
School education was Ellen Benham, who took a Science degree in
1892, taught in a Church primary school, then in the Advanced School
and various private schools, gaining the Oxford Diploma of Education,
and becoming headmistress of Walford School in 1912. Prior to this,
from 1901 to 1912, she had also been the lecturer in Botany at the
University of Adelaide," being an acknowledged authority on the
identification of plants. The most outstanding woman in public life
in South Australia, Catherine Helen Spence, was not only a social
worker but an author, lecturer, and, from 1878, preacher in the
Unitarian Church.
Nursing involved many women. Most sick people were cared for
at home by wives and mothers, sisters and daughters who sustained the
burden of nursing in addition to their usual domestic responsibilities.

They nursed all kinds of illnesses including the dreaded pneumonia
and tuberculosis, with the support, if geographically possible, of a
visiting medical practitioner. Home nurses dealt with both the trivia
and trauma of illness, changing bed linen, soothing children, feeding
patients and attempting to sponge them cool in high summer temperatures. Often women carrying out home nursing underwent intense
physical and emotional strain as they worked and watched through
the long days and nights of illness. Many children, as well as adults,
died at home; most babies were born there, often with a midwife's
assistance but sometimes with no skilled help.
Assistance for those nursing at home began in the winter of 1893,
when the District Trained Nursing Society originated at Bowden; it
was a philanthropic venture which grew steadily in and near the city
and extended to country districts by 1896. The professional District
Nurses usually walked or rode bicycles to reach their patients. At Port

t

The South Australian District Trained Nurses, June 1903.
Back row: Nurse Elphick, Nurse Hambidge, Sister Foster, Nurse Wooten, Nurse Gill.
Front row: Nurse Hodge, Nurse Liesfield, Nurse Britt, Nurse Mutch (emergency), Nurse Murphy

Adelaide, Nurse Theodora Sweetapple took the `rowing ferry' across
to Birkenhead; she made 1,612 visits to 157 patients in the year from
June, 1895.12 District Nurses eased the sometimes impossible tasks of
women caring for the sick at home.
Because most nursing was then done at home, the numbers of
nurses shown in the 1891 Census are low only 103 although there
were also 404 midwives and `monthly nurses'
that is, nurses who
assisted mothers for a month after the birth of their babies. By 1901,

213 nurses worked in country and city hospitals including the
Adelaide Hospital, the Children's Hospital, the Lunatic Asylum,
the Home for Incurables and various private. hospitals.13 Through
high quality nursing and standards of management, some hospitals
became recognized training centres; an example was Calvary Hospital

which was transformed by sisters of the Little Company of
12. Register, 1 August, 1896, 6h.

11. Helen Jones and Nina Morrison, Walford A History of the School (Adelaide, 1968),
14 -17.

13. An outline of the history of nurses in South Australia is given in Nursing in South
Australia First Hundred Years 1837 -1937, (Adelaide, 1938).
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Mary, in about 1901, from a decrepit institution into a first rate
surgical centre. Nurses in their first year in government hospitals

led to public denunciations of sweating, especially between 1889 and

earned £12 per annum;14 housemaids earned £26.15 Both groups had
board and lodging provided.
Another common area of employment for women was as shop
assistants (not designated as a separate category in the Census). Usually

position to bargain for higher payment.
During 1889, partly as the result of tariffs imposed on imported
clothing in 1887 and consequent increased local competition between

dressed in black, and standing all day from 8.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. six
days a week, it was only after a prolonged struggle that they gained a
half holiday on Saturday. They had a champion in the Parliamentarian
King O'Malley, whose picturesque language drew public attention to

their difficulties. He referred to saleswomen with `their haggard
appearance, blue lips, bleachy faces, and starchy eyes',16 and maintained that
A State can no more expect to rear healthy, vigorous, manly men and womanly
women from semi - crippled, exhausted, worn -out, varicose- veined, weakened
genitive - organed mothers than a studmaster could expect to raise thoroughbred
race horses from broken -down ring -boned mares.1 7

The Early Closing Association won the first step towards reasonable

hours in 1900 with the Saturday half holiday and shop assistants
celebrated with a monster picnic at National Park.
The second largest group of women employees were dressmakers

and milliners. Sewing was taught to all girls in South Australian
as it was in the other Australian colonies, in Britain,
and in certain European countries, for it was considered an essential
primary schools

part of female education, a traditional skill in which all should be
proficient. In acquiring this capacity, girls learned to sew for pleasure
and for use, to hem silks and muslins or to sew harsh calico or moleskin. The majority of private dressmakers worked to make women's
clothing to order, usually employing assistants. Some women earned a
living by treadling sewing machines in factories, making men's shirts,
trousers and jackets, and underwear for men, women and children.

For others, the ability to sew enabled them to earn a little pocket
money at home by making up garments given out from wholesale
manufacturers' establishments. Still others, the outworkers who
sewed from dire necessity, were ill -paid drudges whose conditions
14. S.A.P.P., 1894, 2, `Blue Book of South Australia', Part III, 29.
15. S.A.P.P., 1904, 3, `Statistical Register of South Australia', 99.
16. S.A.P.D., (ILA.), 19 August, 1896, 297a.

17. Ibid., 297b.

1906. These women were usually isolated unfortunates, not in a

manufacturers, public concern grew at the low wages being paid to
Adelaide seamstresses. The United Trades and Labor Council and the
Mayor of Adelaide organised a public meeting in the town hall to
discuss the problem in December, 1889.18 There was no industrial
organisation among women, although the number of trade unions in
South Australia was increasing. None, however, contained women
members. But the United Trades and Labor Council had links with
women workers on an informal basis, one of the most fruitful being
through Mrs. Augusta Zadow, wife of a member of the Tailors' Society.
She had extensive experience of women workers' conditions in England
and Europe. Awell educated woman of German birth, she had travelled
widely as a governess and lady's companion and studied at first hand
the conditions among women working in industrial cities.19 She had
lived in London for twelve years before emigrating with her husband
and son in 1879, and she became a familiar figure among the working
women in Adelaide, often helping with advice and practical assistance.

She suggested that the way to help these women was through the
formation of a trade union.

The serious plight of some seamstresses and tailoresses was
disclosed at the meeting in December, 1889. Most speakers were men

who carefully presented evidence of sweated labour, their concern
reflecting the high level of social awareness which some Adelaide
people often displayed. The meeting accepted the premise that sweated

labour existed in Adelaide, without debating the meaning of the
term; but at later meetings and enquiries the meaning of `sweating', as
it was generally understood in South Australia, emerged, though there
was no clear -cut definition. However, it was well summarised in one of

his annual reports by the Inspector of Factories in South Australia
who also gave some background to the term:
`Sweating' ... appears to have been borrowed from the practices of the money
sweaters of bygone times, who, by shaking gold pieces in a leathern bag, managed
to rub off a portion of the metal, and were still able to pass off the pieces at full
I8. Observer, 14 December, 1889,3 lb.
19. Advertiser, 9 July, 1896,7b.
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value. The more modern application of the term ... refers to persons who undertake to perform certain services for a stated sum, but in reality get a third party to
do the work at a much less amount, and pocket the difference without doing anything towards earning it. Generally speaking, however, the term `sweating' is
applied to all work performed at such a poorly paid rate that the amount which

can be earned by reasonable effort is not sufficient to support the worker
decently 2 0

`Sweating' in the industrial sense appears to have been included in an
English dictionary only from 1883 when it was used to mean `to labor
and to drudge'; then at some time before 1893 the same Imperial
dictionary defined a `sweater' as a `grinding employer, especially one
who employs working tailors at low wages'.21 Sweated conditions

were endemic in nineteenth century industrial cities; the House of
Lords had instituted a Select Committee in 1888 to consider the
`sweating system' and published its conclusions in 1890, acknowledging
that the evil was widespread.22

Aware of the British enquiry and of Victorian evidence of

sweating, the members of the Adelaide meeting sought to uncover
sweating practices and to seek remedies. One of the most influential
speakers, Dr. Allan Campbell, unfolded the story of a family among
his patients whose low income is apparent when the figures he quoted
are presented in the following table:23
Item

Flannel shirts
per dozen
Flannel pants
per dozen
White shirts
per dozen

11

shirts, paying 8/- a dozen for flannel shirts and 12/- a dozen for cotton
shirts.
Some speakers blamed the tariff for the decline in clothing prices,

while others believed it was the bargain hunters who forced down
prices at the retail level, thus causing merchants to seek cheaper goods.

Whatever the cause (and probably several factors contributed), the
situation of women outworkers was desperate; another speaker at the
meeting instanced women working sixteen hours a day, being paid six
shillings a dozen for shirts, and in a week receiving eighteen shillings
from which one shilling and sixpence was deducted for thread.24
Some saw the solution in simple terms: formation of a women's
union which would place members in a position of strength to bargain
with employers. Although most of the speakers at the meeting were
men, the resolution to form a union came from Mrs. Mary Lee, an
independent Irish widow whose concern for the underprivileged
extended to many areas and who was secretary of the Women's
Suffrage League. Her resolution, as follows, succeeded:

That this meeting requests the United Trades and Labor Council of South Australia,

in conjunction with a committee ... to take immediate steps to form female

Trades Unions in all branches of industry where the sweating system exists 2 s

The result, in January 1890, was the formation of the Working
Women's Trades Union. This was a stable and significant body which

Cost of
material

Worker's wage

Wholesale price

1/6

2/6

24/9

5/-

3/-

27/6

Not stated

3/6

21/-

4/6

HELEN JONES

One young woman in the family who had been at the work `for several

years' sewed flannel shirts from nine one morning until one or two
o'clock the next morning, earning 2/6 for the dozen she could make in
that time less the cost of the cotton which she had to find. The
family had `known better days' when they themselves had given out
20. S.A.P.D., 1899, 96, `Reports of Inspectors of Factories', 5.
21. S.A.P.D., (H.A.), 5 December, 1893, 3196.
22. P.P., 1890, V. XVII, 'Fifth Report from the Select Committee of the House of Lords on
the Sweating System', cxxxiv.
23. Observer, 14 December, 1889, 31b.

worked steadily for improved conditions for women in industry,

especially for seamstresses and tailoresses who comprised practically
all its membership. Mary Lee became a vice- president and Augusta
Zadow treasurer, while there was continued co- operation with the
male unions through the United Trades and Labor Council to which
the Working Women's Trades Union became affiliated and sent 'delegates. Several men held office during the early months but gradually
the women took full control, several being especially stalwart in

working for the union which numbered between three and four
hundred in 1892.

But the expected millemium did not arrive. Some factories
accepted logs of prices and the better run workrooms put these into
practice. However, there was little opportunity to improve the prices
paid to outworkers, and Augusta Zadow reported in April, 1893 little
success in improving the position of women shirtmakers owing to the
24. Ibid., 31c. The higher price was probably paid for double- seamed fine quality shirts.

25. Ibid., 31d.
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`apathy of the workers themselves'.26 This was largely because the
women who took up sewing often regarded it as a temporary measure
to tide over a period of difficulty, or else they were young girls going

dig le,
d±

into clothing factories who saw their work as a stopgap before marriage.
Again, the Union's meetings were held at night, and it took consider-

s

able energy to venture out, catch a horse tram or walk through the
city streets to a meeting, knowing that tasks remained at home and
that the next day's work lay ahead.
South Australia, unlike Victoria, had no factory legislation, the
only safeguards on conditions falling under the city Health Inspector's
care. In 1892, following attempts to introduce factory legislation in

aa.

Mrs. Augusta Zadow circa 1896.

1-

I

Miss Ellen Benham B.Sc., circa 1892.

Present and former delegates from the Working Women's Trades Union to the United Trades
and Labor Council, November, 1896.
Miss Thwaites (past), Miss Roach (present).
Mrs. Le Ray (present), Miss Vincent (past), Miss Reion (past).
r.

Parliament, a Shops and Factories Commission was set up by the
Kingston government. This revealed a disquieting state of affairs in
various areas; evidence of witnesses discloses something of the conditions of women outworkers who were widows or married women
like Elizabeth Rogers of Bowden who had a sick husband and four
children.27 In order to keep her family she accepted shirts (already cut
out) from people whom she described as `the sweaters'. With two
young employees she sewed seams, buttonholed, ironed and folded.

When the cost of thread was subtracted she got three shillings and
sixpence a dozen or threepence halfpenny a shirt, and out of her

week's money she had to pay two shillings and sixpence on her sewing
machines and fifteen shillings wages, being left with fourteen shillings
after working `night and day'. When she formerly took shirts herself
from the factory to sew she was paid six shillings a dozen; therefore it
seemed that the `sweaters' were making two shillings a dozen for

cutting out, distributing and collecting the shirts. But Elizabeth
Rogers was concerned for those worse off than herself: `It is hard
work to make a dozen shirts in a day, and some have to work, oh, so
hard'.2a

Another witness claimed that prices for shirtmaking were kept
low because `houses of ill fame' took shirts in as a front for their other
activities and did not mind what they were paid.29 Fear of falling into
prostitution was sometimes a reason for women taking up the ill -paid
but respectable work of sewing or domestic service.
26. United Trades and Labor Council, `Minutes', 21 April, 1893.

27. S.A.P.P., 1892, 37, `Report of the Shops and Factories Commission', paras. 2137 -2426,

evidence of Elizabeth Rogers.
28. Ibid., para. 2337.
29. Ibid., evidence of Agnes Milne, paras. 4379, 4382.
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The Commission's Report acknowledged that sweating existed in
Adelaide, although three of the Commissioners filed dissenting reports.
The majority report stated:
Women are chiefly the victims of sweating. Factory work, with its greater liberty,
attracts many, and is generally preferred to domestic service. It is in connection
with the work that is given out that sweating chiefly exists 3 0

The main benefit for women in the much delayed Factory Act of
1894 was the registration of all workshops employing six or more, and

the appointment of a female factory inspector. She was Augusta
Zadow, who took up her post in February, 1894. With tremendous
zeal, in the first ten months she inspected and re- inspected 120
factories employing women and young people under sixteen and
wrote 320 reports.31 Though many owners co- operated, she sometimes
`met with a good deal of opposition and rudeness',32 but she persisted
in spite of abuse by some men much larger than she was `a little
over four feet'33 . She was responsible for `innumerable reforms' and

gained the respect of the shopkeepers and factory owners she encountered.
But her work was limited as she had no authority to inspect small
workshops, nor was there any provision for a minimum wage. When
she died suddenly, aged 49, in 1896, her loss was mourned widely.34
Public donations, in the form of threepenny subscriptions, provided a

suitably inscribed headstone for her grave. She had helped many
Adelaide workers, particularly during the worst of the depression in
1893 when, on behalf of the Working Women's Trades Union, she gave

out sewing to unemployed seamstresses and paid them from the
money earned from sale of the garments?'
One of the weaknesses in the Factories Act was the fact that its

provisions applied only to the city and the metropolitan area. At
Lobethal, the Woollen Mills which supplied some Government uniforms were cited in the House of Assembly by T. Price, in 1896, for
abuses such as the temporary employment of girls for two to four
30. Ibid., Report of Commissioners, vi.
31. S.A.P.P., 1896, 87, 'Report of the Inspector of Factories'.

32. Ibid.

33. Advertiser, 9 July, 1896, 7b.
34. The Advertiser praised her work for 'the struggling poor and the diligent army of factory
girls who are to be seen leaving large and small establishments in the city at six o'clock
in the evening.' (Ibid.).
35. United Trades and Labor Council, 'Minutes', 9 June, 1893.
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weeks without pay followed by their dismissal?' This practice had
been raised in the United Trades and Labor Council in connection with
dressmakers who employed young girls, called them `apprentices', and
paid them nothing, dismissing them after some weeks or months to
take on replacements.37 Neither the Working Women's Trades Union
nor the combined resources of the United Trades and Labor Council
could do anything about these alleged practices, although the Government ceased ordering uniforms from the Lobethal Mills.
Although the general economy gradually improved in the later
nineties, prices being paid to seamstresses continued to fall. Mrs.
Lucy Morice, speaking to the Woman's League in 1896, quoted the
price paid in Adelaide for making a coat with five pockets
two
shillings. And for the complicated task of making a pair of police
trousers, striped, with a hip pocket, the seamstress was paid one
shilling and sixpence3$ In her report for 1896, Agnes Milne, Inspector
of Factories, wrote:
It is still true that Hood's well -known `Song of the Shirt' has certainly not ceased
to apply to these colonies, and many of the unhappy workers 39

She had noticed a `marked improvement' during the year in `comfort,
cleanliness, light and ventilation' in factories and workshops where
women and young people were employed, but the outworkers' situation was often desperate. There were probably several hundred of
these women, whose conditions were becoming better known to the
public. Although Agnes Milne had no control over their conditions,

she undertook to visit them and report on their situation. In 1898
she found, for example, a skilled woman making ladies' blouses, with
four different shaped collars, for three shillings a dozen. Rates of
threepence each for blouses, and a penny halfpenny for children's
pinafores aroused public reaction. Members of the clergy took up the
cause of the sweated labourers in 1900, with the strong backing of the
36. S.A.P.D., (H.A.), 11 November, 1896, 717.
37. United Trades and Labor Council, 'Minutes', 8 December, 1893.
38. S.A.P.D., (H.A.). 11 November, 1896, 717.

39. S.A.P.D., 1898, 54, 'Reports of Inspectors of Factories', 3. Hood's evocation of the

sweated shirtmaker runs, in part:
Stitch, stitch, stitch,
In poverty, hunger and dirt,
Sewing at once, with a double thread,
A shroud as well as a shirt.
Imitations of Hood's poem were written locally and published in the South Australian
Herald on two occasions.
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United Trades and Labor Council, and a publicly launched Sweating
League began in June, 1900, aiming to eradicate and prevent sweating
in both male and female occupations through public education and by
pressing for legislation for `just and equitable payment of labor'.4o
The Advertiser, championing the cause, stressed that the sweated were
`terrorised more or less completely', fearing to disclose information lest
they lose their only means of support 41 In July, 1900, the Factories
Act Amendment Act contained Wages Board provisions similar to
those operative in Victoria. But the Legislative Council refused, for
four years, to pass the necessary enabling legislation, and during these
years the sweating controversy reached a peak, while new remedies
were tried.
In 1901 Agnes Milne sought Catherine Helen Spence's support

for a co- operative clothing factory to be established and run by
women. A successful venture, the South Australian Co- operative
Clothing Factory opened in Blyth Street, Adelaide, in February
1902, the first electric powered clothing factory in the State42 For
thirteen years it supplied manufacturers with clothing made under
good conditions, with Catherine Spence president of the Board until
her death in 1910. Another joint venture by women was the Mending
Bureau organised by the Working Women's Trades Union in 1904
which provided for dressmakers to go out daily working in people's
homes 43

The long fight against sweating was drawing to a close for several

reasons. The public disquiet influenced the Legislative Council

as

did the findings of its own Select Committee into the Alleged Sweating
to pass the Wages Boards legislation. The process of
Evil in 1904

wage regulation for women and young people began in 1905 and
1906, the first Wages Boards being for Shirtmakers and Whiteworkers,
for Clothing workers and for Dressmakers and Milliners. At the same
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technical advances together ended the worst sweating abuses among
outworkers.
In July, 1906, the women's trade union (now having become the
Women's Employment Mutual Association), in conjunction with the
United Trades and Labor Council, held a memorial service on the
tenth anniversary of Augusta Zadow's death. Speakers included `Mrs.
Inspectress Milne' and Catherine Helen Spence whose support for
working women, since largely forgotten, was acknowledged by her
attendance at the age of eighty 44 She urged the necessity of education
for women who `did not see the benefits to be derived from unionism'.

The Premier, Tom Price, urged the audience to carry on Augusta
Zadow's work and not to rest with having erected a memorial tombstone. Possibly some who listened to him that day in the Trades Hall

visited the nearby West Terrace cemetery and read the carefully
worded inscription on her simple tombstone:
In affectionate remembrance

of
Augusta Zadow
Died 7th July 1896, aged 49 years
First Lady Inspector of Factories Under S.A. Government Erected by Friends and
Fellow - Workers as a Token of Appreciation of her Self - denying Efforts on Behalf
of the Struggling and Oppressed

By the tenth anniversary of her death in 1906, female factory
workers and outworkers had experienced more changes in their
conditions than any women at work in South Australia. Through
persistent pressure from public- spirited citizens and some of the
women themselves, their conditions had become a political issue
resulting in acceptance of the principles of wage regulation which lead
to significant changes in the complex social fabric of the State.

time, electric sewing machines were being installed in factories and
machinists were able to work much faster; there was no longer any
advantage in letting out garments to home workers at low prices, for
the economies of electric machines were greater. Legislation and

40. Herald, 23 June, 1900, 9c.
41. Advertiser, 28 July, 1900, 6d.
42. Ibid., 25 February, 1902, 6h.
43. S.A.P.P., 1904, 71, `Report of the Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the
Alleged Sweating Evil', paras. 446, 449.

44. Herald, 14 July, 1906, 3b.
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cart, the local timber could be used, and worked with common hand

HORSE -DRAWN VEHICLES IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

IAN BADGER*

tools, such as side axes, draw knives, and augers.
The vehicle that resulted from these labours resembled the over -

lander's dray, and this pattern of two wheeled vehicle remained the
commonest colonial type for a long time, since it was well adapted to
the transport needs of a community without made roads and with few
craftsmen to carry out repairs to damaged vehicles. The dray travelled
through the bush more easily than a four- wheeled cart, since it was
easier to manoeuvre round obstacles and out of bogs, and the simple
unsprung design offered more resistance to accidental damage. In this
type of dray, the writer of Experiences of a colonist forty years ago
made his journey from Port Phillip to South Australia in 1839.2

By the 1840's the light cart intended for use in town acquired
springs, although in all other respects it differed little from the dray.

Local merchants, who owned spring carts in the course of their

to elegance. There was not room in the crowded holds of the first
ships that reached Port Misery for the crates containing the type of

business, would often carry passengers, together with produce they
were selling in Adelaide, and bring them back to the outlying suburbs
along with the manufactures they were bringing back for sale3. The
reign of the spring cart as public conveyance lasted throughout the
1840's and into the 1850's, and there was little or no change in the
type during the whole period. Whether the spring cart was used on the
Glenelg, Brighton, Walkerville or Mitcham run, it followed a pattern,
and the description of the spring cart known as the Port cart suffices

gigs, chariots, and phaetons that the wealthy of Sydney were importing

for all such vehicles.

from England at the same period, and of course such vehicles were
totally unfitted to the needs of the overlander.
The wealthier ship -borne immigrant was advised to lay out any
spare money on `iron axles, boxes, and tires for carts' 1. With these
three essential iron parts stowed in his luggage, the settler required
only the services of one of the eight wheelwrights in the colony to
build the wheels, tyre them with the iron tyres he provided, and fit
the iron axle -boxes or hub bearings, into the over -size hole bored in
the nave of the wheel, and secure them by driving in wedges of oak

The Port cart was a two wheeled sprung dray, drawn by two
horses in tandem, or occasionally by a single horse. There was no
protection from the weather for the passengers who chanced their
luck for the ride, and spills were frequent. The maximum seating
capacity was reduced from twelve to six by law in the 1840's but
overloading always remained a problem, though one cannot think
why, when one reads that the seats consisted of boards covered with
carpet. Port carts frequently bore names, such as the Red Rover of

There were only two ways of reaching South Australia in the
1830's

by ship, or overland, and both these methods left their mark
on the wheeled traffic of South Australia. Although the colony was

established at the very time that the art of the coachbuilder was
approaching it's apogee, early South Australian horse -drawn transport
was characterised more by it's utilitarian nature than by any pretension

round the boxes so the wheels ran true on their mass- produced
Midlands forged iron axles. To produce the body -work of a dray or

1849, and their departure from the Beehive corner was announced by
the driver blowing a cornet. In the absence of anything better in the
way of public transport it was a question of using vehicles like Port

*Ian Badger is a librarian at Salisbury C.A.E. He will soon be publishing a book
entitled Australian Horse-drawn Vehicles.
1.

Henry Capper, South Australia, Hampstead Gardens, S.A., Austaprint, 1957. p. 63.

2.

George Hamilton, Experiences of a colonist forty years ago ... (Adelaide, Williams,

1880).
3. J. C. Radcliffe &C. J. M. Steele, Adelaide road passenger transport 1836 -1958 (Adelaide,
Libraries Board of S.A., 1974). p. 3.
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carts or walk, and so, in 1838, the wife of Governor Gawler made her
entry into Adelaide in a one -horse spring cart.'
The arrival of some 500 German immigrants in 1838 -39 brought
the German wagon. The
a new style of vehicle to South Australia
appeared in various
same
vehicle
for
the
name is not entirely apt,
guises in Holland, Hungary, Russia, Sweden, and modern -day Poland.
But whether of German origin or not, there can be little doubt that
the basic design of the vehicle is of great antiquity, for Bronze and
Iron age rock drawings in Scandinavia show four-wheeled wagons
whose plan is identical in most respects to the `German wagon' of the
19th century.'
The German wagon was essentially two two -wheeled pole carts
joined by resting the pole of the rear vehicle on the axle of the
forward vehicle, so that the front assembly could pivot. Although the
German wagons that can be seen today in the Barossa, or at Hahndorf,
are somewhat more complex than this, the two -vehicle undercarriage
is still plainly distinguishable. The draught pole was probably once a
length of timber split down part of its length and spread apart with
wedges to form a V shape where it passed through the axle -tree, thus
helping to spread the strain throughout the front axle assembly.
Modern German wagons retained this distinctive V shape pole -andfutchel but the unit was made up of three pieces of timber bolted
together. Traction by pole is itself an indication of the antiquity of
the German wagon, as the lack of an efficient method of harnessing
horses delayed the introduction of traction between shafts in Europe
till late Roman times.'
The German wagon was a very simple vehicle, and almost the
entire wagon could be built by the settler from materials at hand and
using the simplest tools. There was a minimum of iron used in its
construction, as the axles were of solid wood, unlike those of the
dray, and so, with the exception of the construction of wheels, there
was no need to employ skilled craftsmen to build a wagon, and the
savings were great, for a German wagon could be built for £20, as
against £40 and upwards for a spring wagon.
There was an additional advantage, too, in that the German
wagon was endlessly adaptable, for it really only consisted of the
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4.
5.
6.

Mabel Hardy, `History of Woodville, S.A. 1837 -1874'. Unpublished M.S., Vol. 1, p. 19.
L. Tarr, The history of the carriage, (London, Vision, 1969) p. 124, fig. 168.
J. Needham, `Vehicles for land transport' in Vehicles and Animal traction in China,
(Cuernavaca, Mexico, CIDOC, 1974).

Port cart driver announces the departure of his vehicle from the Beehive Corner in 1849. On
the left a smartly turned out gig. From a watercolour by S. T. Gill reproduced by courtesy of
E. S. Wigg & Son Pty. Ltd.
A

the village of Klemzig, 1844 -5. From a water colour by George French
Angas in the collection of the Art Gallery of South Australia.
A German wagon in
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undercarriage, and a `body' of four upright standards, mortised
into the cross members or transoms above the front and rear axle
trees. In this skeleton form, it could carry logs, held in place by the
standards. With planks on the floor, and sides secured to the standards,

r
F

it could carry wheat sacks, grapes, rocks, or when fitted with seats,

b,ati,
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people.
The earliest prints of the German wagon in South Australia show

the vehicle in its most rudimentary form with no solid sides and
carting hay. An unusual feature not found on later German wagons
were the four poles that ran from the outside of the wheel naves to
the top of the four standards. These were known as axle -tree staves'
and may have served to retain the linch pins which held the wheels on,
as well as giving support to the `body work' of the wagon. Pictures of
wagons with axle -tree staves are usually associated with the middle
ages, and it is interesting to see them in pictures of Klemzig in the
19th century. In pictures of German wagons by George French Angas,
they are shown unpainted, but later vehicles were invariably painted
with blue bodies and red wheels. Ian Harmstorf has pointed out that
farms with German wagons also had English -type spring wagons as
well, and it seems that the German wagon was often built as a first

vehicle by the farmer to save costs, and then the more expensive
spring wagon would be bought at a later date to cope with heavier
loads.

Schedules introduced to help pay for the upkeep of roads provide

some insight into the types of vehicles also sharing early South
Australian roads. In 1842, toll charges at the Glen Osmond toll house
were 1/- for every coach, chariot, gig, hearse, caravan or other carriages,
including drags; whilst the schedule for vehicle licence fees proposed
in 1849 covered coaches, chaises, gigs and carts, amongst others.
Some terms, such as coach and chariot, serve to cover a range of

vehicles, though in general, a chariot was a shortened version of a
coach designed for use in town, whilst a drag could be almost any kind
of passenger vehicle, and seems to have been used much as today we

talk of the family car, which might be anything from a Mini to a
Mercedes.

Gigs were two wheeled owner -driven light vehicles, seating two,
and very popular with a wide spectrum of the carriage- driving popu-

lation in Australia, since they travelled well over rough roads, were
7.

John Amos Comenius, Orbis Pictus. (London, Oxford, 1968) p.280.
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well balanced and not prone to overturning. Moreover, they could be
used without loss of dignity by professional men and their ladies, as
well as by farmers and tradespeople.
Chaises were in many respects similar to gigs except for the
archaic suspension by leather thongs (thoroughbrace) having two
wheels and seating two, but by the 1840's, chaises were rather old
fashioned, having had their vogue in the early years of the century.
Also present on the roads from the 1840's through to the late
1860's were mail carts open, four wheeled vehicles drawn by two
horses in tandem or teams of four, depending on the kind of country
being covered. There was room up beside the driver for one or two
passengers, whilst in the hinder part of the cart there were seats
arranged lengthways (sociable fashion) for the other passengers, who
shared leg space with mail bags.

At the same period the Irish Jaunting Car found favour in South
Australia. The first two vehicles were imported per `Medway' in 1846,
by Captain John Tothill Bagot8 , who had seen them in use in Ireland
8.

Observer, (Adelaide) 1 January 1927.
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and felt that they would be useful in Australia. The Jaunting car was a
two wheeled vehicle drawn by one horse, in which the passengers sat
longitudinally back -to -back, legs hanging out over the wheels, giving
rise to the saying that an Irish Jaunting Car was a vehicle in which the
wheels were kept dry at the expense of the passenger's legs.
The introduction of omnibuses to Adelaide in the 1850's spelled

the end of spring carts and other make -shift vehicles as a means of
popular transport. The design of the Adelaide omnibuses followed the
pattern made popular in England by George Shillibeer, who first introduced them in the 1820's. The success of the omnibus arose from the
cushioned seats, the totally- enclosed passenger compartment, and the
excellent springs, fore and aft. As well as being more comfortable to
ride in, there was a known schedule of fares, and a conductor who
stood on a small platform by the rear entrance to collect them. Early
versions carried twelve inside passengers, who had roll up fabric
curtains to protect them from rain and dust, and later models carried
fifteen more on low railed seats known as "knifeboards" on the roof.
Custom demanded that they be gaily painted, and they were given a
name as well, such as `The Alma' , operated by Charles Schumke on
the Glen Osmond service in 1856.9

Up to the 1850's English practice dominated coachbuilding in
Australia, and when more luxurious vehicles were imported to South
Australia, they were English designs, like the Barouche owned by the
original builder of `Montefiore', Mr. Crawford, or the Landau owned
by Mrs. James (an hieress) two vehicles which dominated the early
social scene in Adelaide before 18401 ° . The gold rushes brought great
changes to Australia, and none greater than in the field of horse -drawn
vehicles, for as American imports flooded the market, it was discovered
that sturdy, well -made vehicles like the American buggy were ideal for
Australian conditions, especially as there was no comparable English
vehicle that could be bought so cheaply.

English observers were highly critical of American vehicles,
scoffing that they were thrown together, not put together. Nevertheless,
the American coachbuilding hallmarks of straight -sided panel work,

that faciliated the use of machinery in construction, and allowed for
the use of unskilled labour, plus the use of interchangeable wood and
iron parts put horse -drawn transport within the reach of many who
9. J. C. Radcliffe & C. J. M. Steele, Op, cit. pp. 5 -9
10. Chronicle (Adelaide) 28 January 1932.

Barouche - landau owned by John Rounsevell. From a drawing by Vina Brailsford.

could not hope to afford an English type of carriage. A newspaper
report of 1855 describes the first buggy seen in South Australia, and
shows the impact the vehicle had on Australians:
"American carriage. We have had an opportunity for a thorough inspection of a
handsome American carriage of a kind usually called a `buggy' in the United
States.... In appearance it is light and elegant, though remarkably strong; and by
the excellence of its springs renders a journey pleasant though the road may be a
very indifferent one ..." 11

The buggy was basically a four - wheeled light wagon, owing much to
the German wagon which inspired its design, via the derivative of the
German wagon, the Conestoga wagon. There were endless varieties of
buggy designs and countless names for each variation, the exact name
depending on the whim of the coachbuilder as much as anything. Part
of the appeal of the buggy lay in the fact that it was a new vehicle to
Australia, and it didn't carry overtones of specific class or rank. A
buggy painted in bright colours with lots of nickel and brass work was
11. Observer (Adelaide) 10 February 1855.
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Angas Buggy c. 1890. S.A. Archives photo.

sought after by young men about -town; the same design turned out in

dark blue, green, or black was suited to the needs of a doctor or
banker. Buggies that became popular in South Australia included the
Rosa, Mami, and Abbot designs, together with a large type known as

an Express wagon or buggy, which had two bench seats arranged
either back -to -back, like a dog cart, or facing the horse for greater
safety when children were being carried.
However, English -style vehicles retained their hold on the market,

and the Adelaide firm of Duncan and Fraser built a three seat low
pony phaeton known as a Village Phaeton, which was popular in

N :1,.
/S.c '1

Village Phaeton. S.A. Archives photo.

Adelaide coachbuilders also built landaus, the most fashionable and
expensive carriages commonly used in the colonies.

Preference for English style vehicles did not extend to the

Hansom cab however. Although there were Hansoms in Adelaide, they
were generally thought to be too `fast' for polite society, and the
more open, four wheeled Wagonette, with its roll -up canvas sides and
seating for six inside was the model for Adelaide cabs, from the 1870's
onwards.' 3

City and suburban streets saw a number of different types of
horse -drawn commercial vehicles in the latter half of last century,

Adelaide, most likely because it looked more genteel than a buggy for
town use.' 2 They also built a range of Victorias, which, although not
an English design, were popular in England, and were a low- built, four
wheeled carriage with an opening top. Duncan and Fraser and other

ranging from the large pantechnicon of the furniture removalist, to the
nippy well- turned -out butcher's cart, but probably none was unique to
South Australia, unless it be the horse -drawn pie cart.
Considering all that stood in the way of success for the motor car

12. South Australian Horse- Driving Society, Newsletter, May /June 1976, p.2.

13. R. E. N. Twopeny, Town life in Australia, (Sydney, Sydney Uni. Pr., 1973).
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suspension systems of cars, yet by 1906, motorists were driving from
Adelaide to the west coast, complaining as they did so that conditions
favoured `driving' (by buggy) rather than `motoring' The early cars
were delicate and required endless attention, but early car salesman
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customers, showing them that the coming of the car did not mean
unemployment for them if they became motor mechanics. First the

carriages of the wealthy disappeared from the roads, and were scrapped
for the price of the wheels alone, for they had no resale value, then
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at the turn of the century, it is interesting to note how quickly the
horse gave way to the car. Roads were not all suited to the fragile
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finally the introduction of cheaper cars like the T -model Ford surplanted the buggy as a popular means of transport. The last vestiges of
South Australian horse -drawn transport vanished when, in the 1950's
and 1960's, bread carters and the few remaining carriers like F. S.
Margitich in Port Adelaide changed over to vans and motor lorries.
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daily basis for the defence and promotion of its interests, "similar

NON -LABOR DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

JOHN LONIE*

Published research on the Great Depression in Australia has
concentrated on what, to most people, are the hallmarks of that
period, the long dole queues, the wretched conditions of workers
and drought stricken farmers and perhaps, of embattled governments
seeking to cope with a situation they could not understand. These are
partial views and give an incorrect picture of the totality of the Depression, not the least being that the condition of the wealth of the
few was the relative poverty of the many. Certainly the wealthy in

Australia did very well out of the Depression.' As far as political
events of that period were concerned, the picture of enfeebled Labor
governments collapsing like skittles to the economic bowl, is just
incorrect. They were pushed, bought or captured by opposing social
forces. The Depression period witnessed quite extraordinary political
mobilisation, not so much on the side of the labour movement, but
rather, among the wealth owning and controlling class, that class so
often either forgotten or taken for granted by Australian historians.
As Humphrey McQueen has pointedly written, while scholars can
accept that the working class in Australia must organise itself on a
*John Lonie is a post graduate student in the Politics Dept., University of Adelaide.
He is just completing a PhD. thesis on Australian Industrialization in the 1930s.

suggestions about the bourgeoisie are looked on as pitiably simplistic. ' 2
In this article, I will deal with the political organisation and
mobilisation on the `right' in South Australia. It forms a small part of

a wider work under preparation which will deal with the anti -Labor
forces in Australia as a whole during the Great Depression.3 My
general thesis is that the Depression brought within the wake of its
economic chaos, a political crisis. The critical question raised by this
crisis was whether the parliamentary democratic form of government
could successfully continue to provide the sort of administration
necessary, not only to see the Depression through but also to protect
the economic and social status quo. In some countries parliamentary
democracy succumbed to the forces of fascism. Fortunately, in Australia, while the seeds of right wing revolt were sown by the economic
collapse, they did not germinate. The nearest Australia came to
having a crypto- fascist body was the New Guard in New South Wales.'
The Citizen's League

In most Australian states during the Depression there arose neopopulist organisations with membership numbered in the tens of
thousands and which were professedly opposed to the political party
system, and at times, uttered dark threats about parliamentary democracy itself. In South Australia such an organisation was formed calling
itself the Citizen's League. For a time, it represented a potential

threat to the position of the Liberal Federation as the major anti

Labor political organisation. However, the Liberal Federation leader-

ship, working through a `front' organisation called the Emergency
Committee of South Australia, contained the Citizens' League and

welded together all the political forces opposed to Labor. Its triumph
was the shattering defeat of the Scullin Labor government at the 1931
federal elections.
As conditions became progressively worse during 1930, many
people within and without the established business and political circles
were increasingly worried by the turn of events and the seeming lack
of remedial attention given them by governments. Many began to look
elsewhere for salvation.' During July of 1930, the Advertiser ran an
2.
3.

1.

See Drew Cottle: Life can be oh so sweet on the sunny side of th street; a study of the
rich of Woolahra in the Depression years 1928 -1934. (B.A. Honours History thesis,
University of N.S.W., 1976.)

4.
5.

H. McQueen: None dare call it conspiracy'. Politics, 1, Vol. XI, May, 1976.
Right Reason Restored, political mobilisation and organisation among the Australian
bourgeoisie during the Great Depression.
See M. Amos; and also H. McQueen, `Social Character of the New Guard', Arena 40.
Within the working class, militant activity against the A.L.P. increased.
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editorial asking why South Australia could not become a latter -day
Kyabram.6 Kyabram is a town in Victoria, where in 1901, a populist
reform league was begun with the stated intention of cleaning up the
mess of Victorian politics. An attempt was actually made to begin
such a movement in Moonta, however Adelaide itself was the venue
for a more successful attempt.
The Citizen's League was begun in October 1930 by members of
the Constitutional Club among whom was E. D. A. Bagot, the Club's
secretary. Bagot's career up to this time had been a chequered one,
from being a wireless operator for Marconi on trans Atlantic liners,
to service in' the A.I.F. in the Middle East during the Great War and
thence to a series of unsuccessful business ventures in Mesopotamia
and South Australia during the Twenties. He became full -time General

Secretary of the Citizens' League. The President of the League was
W. Queale, the head of an Adelaide hardware firm which later became
Kelvinator of Australia. Bagot himself was rather a maverick in a maverick movement, from all accounts quite a suitable case for inscription
into a `black shirts'. organisation. Rumbunctious in style and deed, it
was he who personally caused special concern among the leading
members of the Liberal Federation. As for the League membership,

for the most part, it came from the lower rungs of the non working
class sections of society.
At the time there were Labor governments in office in Canberra
and in Adelaide, though the latter was already administering the severe
cutbacks demanded by the proponents of what was then called `sane'
finance. The Hill Labor government was eventually expelled from the
South Australian branch of the A.L.P.' As for the Scullin government,

the widespread concern at its stewardship was reflected in the oft repeated statement, `Scullin at the tiller and Theodore at the till'.
While the Scullin government was allegedly leading the country to
ruin, the traditional anti -Labor political forces seemed unable to stem
the tide. Thus the `led' began to organise.
The rapidity with which the membership of the Citizens' League
grew, reflected the frustrations and fears of this `lower middle class'
section of society. The League itself articulated well the fears of these

people who were, for the most part, industrially unorganised. They
6.
7.

Advertiser, 11 July 1930.
For the course of the Hill government's tenure of office, see John Lonie: "Good Labor
Men ", Labour History, 31.
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perceived themselves, rightly, as being directly threatened by the great

bogey of the day, inflation. This fear was but heightened by calls
for governments to take economically expanding measures. It had not
been all that long since the post -war inflation of the German Reichs-

mark and jokes of the day about the worthless Mark were black
comedy reminders of what could happen to them.
When the League started, Bagot was predicting a membership of
100,000. As it eventuated, the League's membership peaked at around

30,000, mostly of a nominal nature. Various letters in the League
records suggest that few among the members were traditional `joiners'.
In this nominal sense, the League was a safety valve. The payment of
a small subscription enabled thousands to feel that at least they were
`doing their bit' to save the country. By November 1930, the League

claimed a membership of 3,500 spread among 120 branches, 9,500
by the New Year and 13,000 by mid -March 1931. In that month a
country organiser was appointed at a salary of £51131- a week.'
This was deemed necessary because the great bulk of the membership
was located in Adelaide, particularly in the southern and eastern
suburbs.

When expanding the League, the leadership sought out the more
prominent people in an area and asked them to join moves to establish
a League branch. In rural towns a local manager of a firm or bank, a
doctor and often a mayor or President of a District Council chaired or
at least were members of the branch committee. Take but two examples:

Mt. Barker: grazier, auctioneer, law clerk, tanner, two bank managers, two farmers, clerical workers, doctor, housewife.
Strathalbyn: draper, two bank managers, farmer, school teacher,
railway clerk, doctor.
A full list of the North Adelaide branch membership was categorised
as follows:
Professional, 25; Semi- professional, 32; Commercial, 22; Business, 45;
Skilled blue collar, 14; Unskilled blue collar, 10; Other, 14.9

For the year ended 31 August, 1932, the busiest year of the
Leagues' existence, its total budget amounted to approximately
£3,200, about £2,000 of which came from public meetings and
special collections. The largest single expense was for wages, £ 1,300
8.

9.

Office Memo., Citizens' League Papers, MS 1186, National Library of Australia.
The names were gathered from the press and from the C.L. Papers, occupations from the
Electoral Rolls.
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for 13 employees of whom 5 were full -time organisers.' ° From the
lists available, T. E. Barr Smith and his firm of Elder Smith were the
largest single donors with £75." Barr Smith was an exception as far
as the Adelaide `Establishment' was concerned. Members of this haute

bourgeois section of Adelaide society were not involved in the

League's activities. One very prominent Adelaide businessman sent a
10 /- donation, indication as much of his contempt for the League as
of his famed tightness with money. This aloofness was a combination
of sheer snobbery at the social inferiority of the League membership' 2 and more importantly, a quite genuine
apprehensiveness at
the potential threat posed by the League to the established political
organisation of this class, the Liberal Federation.
Bagot approached his task as secretary of the Citizens' League
in a very military fashion, with proper chains of command and organisation. In its approach to the public, the League constantly referred
to the Australian effort during the Great War, making a simple analogy
between the stress of wartime and that of the Depression period. One
of its pamphlets called:
"CITIZENS AWAKE! LET US ORGANISE. HEAR THE TRUTH ABOUT
AUSTRALIA BY NON -PARTY SPEAKERS. WE STOOD SHOULDER TO
SHOULDER IN THE WAR. WE MUST STAND SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
NOW."

`Who will pledge to serve ?' ran a News editorial in October
1930.'3 And `serving the national interest' became the slogan of the
League's efforts. Each member received a small lapel badge simply
marked `Service'. Thus did the League seek to provide the `natural'
bond which was lacking among the Adelaide petty- bourgeoisie. The
`Service' badge was seen by many as a 1930's version of the army
khaki of the Great War.
However, the New Guard type of para- military organisation was
not replicated by the Citizens' League. ' a There appears to have been
10. Balance Book, MS 1186, National Library of Australia.

11. Letter (undated) T. E. Barr Smith to E. D. A. Bagot, MS 1186, National Library of
Australia.
12. Information gained during an interview conducted by the author.

13. News, October 6, 1930. The News, unlike the Advertiser, was quite partial to the
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little contact between the two organisations and one of the letters
which does exist bears more the mark of Bagot than the League as a
whole. Bagot often threatened to take the law into his own hands
for example in November 1931, when he suggested to Colonel Campbell of the New Guard, that if Scullin refused to outlaw the Communist Party `then we shall ourselves be forced to take more definite
steps than merely protesting by resolution and demonstration ...' ' s
There is quite strong indication, however, that Brigadier Leane, the
South Australian police commissioner, despite his denials when the
matter was raised in the parliament, had canvassed the possibility of
enrolling League members as special constables.' 6 As events turned
out, the police proved quite capable of suppressing marches of the
unemployed without assistance from the League.
The Citizens' League was the focus of particularly bitter attacks
from the labour movement. In as much as the League professed to be
against `class politics', it was certainly anti working class and this more
than in just the usual union bashing way. In a reply to one member's
letter of resignation from the League on the grounds of its open class
bias, the indefatigable Bagot wrote:
"Personally, I do not know the meaning of this phrase as applied to a League
such as ours. If by `class conscious' you mean types of individuals who are loyal
citizens, I suppose it must be called class. But if you mean an organisation wherein
social distinctions are made, we are certainly not. "'

Quite disingenuous. The League certainly did believe in class politics.
It merely used other terms to differentiate the working class from
other sections of the community. It took a vehement stand against
industrial labour and against Labour governments which did not toe
the `sound finance' line.
Its symbols of power were those of the conservatives. Bagot for
one, was not alone in referring to England as `Home'. As was the case
during war, Britishness became an evangelical religion, the Royal
Family the collective deity, and God Save the King, the battle hymn
to convert the pagans. The Unley Corporation would only hire out the
Unley Town Hall on the condition that God Save the King be played

Citizens' League.

14. An important reason for this was that in N.S.W., Lang had more support from his Police
Commissioner. With a pliant Labor Government in office in South Australia, and where
social division was not as widely felt as in N.S.W., the Police Commissioner was able to
act independently of the government were this necessary. Brig. Leane was empowered to

enlist members of the public as special constables if the situation called for such
measures, e.g. during the 1928 strike at Port Adelaide.

15. Letter, E.D.A. Bagot to Sec. New Guard, November 25, 1931. MS 1186, National

Library of Australia.

16. Letter, E. D. A. Bagot to Col. G. Shaw, January 24, 1931, MS 1186, National Library

of Australia.

17. Letter, E. D. A. Bagot to R. B. Petsch, February 5, 1931, MS 1186, National Library of

Australia.
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at the function for which the hall was to be hired. When the Langites,
at their monster rally for Jack Lang in the old Exhibition Building on
North Terrace, played Advance Australia Fair and allegedly made rude
noises during the playing of God Save the King, the League was apoplectic. Their reaction to the appointment of Sir Isaac Isaacs as Governor General was predictable. The League, egged on by the constitutional eminence grise Sir Josiah Symon, even seriously investigated
the possibility of mounting a legal challenge to the appointment.' 8

The tone of the League's entire campaign was contained in
Bagot's own words following the establishment of the organisation
in October, 1930:
"We feel it is time that poor old John Citizen made himself felt. Citizens are
tired of party politicians. They realise that right men cannot be attracted unless
they are assured of support. Members of the League are willing to support men
who will serve their country from the national interest. "' 9

What Bagot meant was that the traditional `right -of- centre' leaders had

begun to lose the trust of their followers. The `national interest' was
but a euphemism for a host of conservative ideas and policies.

In general, the League was a thorough -going supporter of the
economic status quo and, when it was formulated, the Premier's Plan
became its Bible of rectitude. Its propaganda, its literature and the
speeches of its members rarely contained an original thought. Though
it was rare insight for the time when the League identified Australia's
problems as being of a political rather than an economic nature.
The reasoning behind this fortuitous declaration was superficial.
The political
government' .2

problem was one of `over - government and mis-

As remedy, the League directed attention to `such reforms in
the electoral system as will ensure the return of persons properly
qualified to conduct the affairs of the land. We do not want new
parties, but we do want new leaders' .21 Such a call was part of the
anti -party propaganda of the Citizens' League and at times it was
expanded into attacks on parliament itself. The concentration on `new
leaders' who would arise and save the country from politicians and
18. The League was out of its depth in this matter, carried away in the wake of its shock by
Sir Josiah Symon who hated Isaacs and regarded the Federal Constitution rather as if it
were entirely his own work.
19. News, October 4, 1930.
20. Ibid.
21. Advertiser, October 4, 1930.
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from political parties was a constant all over the western world at the
time. At a Citizens' League rally in July, 1931, an Adelaide University
lecturer challenged the ability of the parliamentary system `to deal
adequately with the highest technical and financial problems inherent
in all commercial and industrial enterprise.' The Bishop of Willochra
wanted parliament closed down and replaced by the appointment of
Lord Irwin, an ex- Viceroy of India, as governor of Australia. Bagot's
opinion was that Sir John Monash should be appointed controller or
dictator.' 2 As events turned out, the Citizens League had to make do
with J. A. Lyons, hardly a man to inspire Fiihrerprinzip. But that was
the point of the whole exercise. The Melbourne National Union
wanted someone they could control.
The Citizens' League paraded itself as a `non - party' and 'nonpolitical' organisation and the attraction of Lyons to the League was
precisely for this reason. It was a sentiment upon which Lyons himself
skilfully played at the rally in Adelaide in April 1931 which marked
the beginning of his campaign as saviour of Australia.
"Too long has the real settlement of affairs been left to two or three machines. It
is our protest against the operation of these machines that I and my colleagues
have taken the steps we have. We belong to no party at all ".23

It was a popular cloak for the time and one even used by the Liberal
politicians, though one does find some examples of a spade being
called a spade. Sir John Newlands, a South Australian Liberal Senator
recorded his happiness to assist Bagot's League which he called `your
party.' 2 4 Bagot, never one to let such a statement go unchallenged,
replied, implying that mere foolishness was the reason for Newland's
apparent lack of understanding of the non -party notion. He hinted
to Sir John that if non -party government could not be achieved, then
parliament would have to go.2

The Liberal Federation did not escape criticism from the League

and was quick to retaliate to any attacks from Bagot and fellow
League members, in marked contradistinction to the attitude of the

South Australian rump `Labor' government. In effect. while Rome
was burning on the `right', the South Australian Chief Secretary was
22. News, January 21, 1931.
23. J. A. Lyons, News, April 9, 1931. An equally disingenuous statement.

24.

Letter, Sir John Newlands to E. D. A. Bagot, February 3, 1931, MS 1186, National
Library of Australia.

25. Letter, E. D. A. Bagot to Sir John Newland, (n.d.) MS 1186, National Library of
Australia.
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fiddling out a call for a political truce for five years. Midst the smoke,
and deaf to the pathos of the Chief Secretary's violin, W. G. Duncan,

the President of the Liberal Federation, fiercely attacked the antipolitical party ideas of the Citizen's League. During January and
February of 1931, in the News, Bagot debated the non -party notions
with Duncän and K.C. (later Sir Keith) Wilson. Duncan's main argument was that party government meant stable government. To the
News, which had long sniffed at party politics, this was just Duncan
speaking as a party politician. In particular, the Liberal Federation

was criticised because of its system of preselection of candidates
for parliamentary honours, described by a former editor of the
Register, as mere 'cliquism' .2' A mythical past was conjured up by
the League, of a parliament of unchained individuals, exampled by
such men as Kingston, Holder and Playford: odd examples, as all three

were among the most astute party politicians in the history of South
Australia.

It was, however, a convenient fraud and because of the concern

felt about the Scullin government, remained a nice piece of false
advertising trundled out for the purposes of beating the A.L.P. with

a stick."
The onset of the New Year in 1931 was hardly a time of rejoicing for the supporters of economic rectitude. The Melbourne
Agreements of 1930, whereby the various governments sought to
reduce their budget deficits, was clearly not working. The Labor
caucus was on the point of reappointing Theodore to the Cabinet.
In February of that year, the Theodore Fiduciary Issue plan sent
shock waves of horror across Australia's `better' suburbs. The one
bright spot on an otherwise bleak landscape was the engineered resignation of J. A. Lyons from the Scullin government and subsequently
from the A.L.P. itself.' 8 Organisations like the Citizens' League
rejoiced, for here was their non -party leader and they flocked to his
banner, unaware that more astute politicians were at work behind
the scenes.
26. Letter, Sir William Sowden to E. D. A. Bagot, April 17, 1931, MS 1186, National
Library of Australia. (Sowden had been managing editor of the Register.)
27. This was at a time when the Labor caucuses were at their most divided and when, on the
other side of politics, cabal control of the National Party was at its strongest; particularly
in N.S.W. and Victoria, viz. the Consultative Council in Sydney and the National Union
in Melbourne.
28. Engineered by Staniforth Ricketson, R. G. Menzies, Sir John Higgins, K. Murdoch and
others. See P. Hart, "Lyons: Labor Minister Leader of the U.A.P.°' in R. Cooksey (ed.)
The Great Depression in Australia (Labour History Special).
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It was in this situation that the fight against `Scullinism" and

`Langism' was started, whereby the heavy artillery of the bourgeoisie
was brought to bear. The situation was not without some difficulty.
There was the danger that were a snap election to be called (a possibility, given the precarious position of the Scullin government) the
Citizens' League might run pro -Lyons candidates and thereby split
the anti -Labor vote.

The Emergency Committee of South Australia
The Master of St. Mark's College, A. Grenfell Price, at that time
had written a small booklet entitled The Menace of Inflation. In concise and understandable terms, Price articulated and popularised the
hitherto woolly economic thinking of the anti -Labor forces. He wrote
a `best - seller', some 30,000 copies in the first edition. The arguments
were familiar enough. Australia had lived beyond its means during the
1920's through over- borrowing, high expenditure on non productive
public works and through excessive wage levels stimulated by the

arbitration system and the tariff. The remedy was deflation. As a
result of his success, Price was in demand as a public speaker. His

abilities were noticed by many.' 9
The leadership of the Liberal Federation was well aware of what
needed to be done and Price, whose circle included leading Liberals
like Charles Hawker, was invited to lunch at the Adelaide Club
by
W. G. Duncan and Charles Hawker.3 ° They `made no secret of their
anxiety as to the immediate danger of the Citizen's League.'31 That
organisation needed to be put on a leash and the idea was to do so by
forming a combined organisation containing all the non -left bodies
opposed to the Scullin government. The Liberals needed a non -party

person to chair this organisation, a community leader and one well
versed in the orthodox economic writ of the day. Price was an excellent choice, fitting such a need perfectly. Appalled at the crudities of
the likes of Bagot and although with some of the intellectual's disdain
for the world of business and politics, Price nevertheless excelled in
the political world. While Hawker and Duncan now had a `leader' in
Price, they had no mere puppet and this was to the good of the organ29. For example, by the S.A. Manager of C.S.R. who urged Price to contact
influential
people so that something could be done. Letter to A. G. Price, March 28,
1931,

MS 1483, South Australian Archives.
30. Ex- president of the Liberal Federation and senior S.A. Liberal M.H.R. in Canberra.
31. A. G. Price, Notes on the Emergency Committee in MS 1483, South Australian

Archives.
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isation being planned. A further point in Price's favour was that he
proved able to get the perennially squabbling Liberal Federation and
Country Party to sit together for more than five minutes without the
outbreak of open warfare.
The major problem confronting Price was the Citizens' League

and in that, Bagot was the major difficulty. In fact, the Emergency
Committee was established to control Bagot and the best way to do
this was to prevail on the more prudent counsel of the League executive as a whole. Bagot was certainly unkeen about the plans, but once
the League was in, he rationalised as best he could, saying, `at times

like this we mustn't refuse to co- operate with the Liberal Federation.' 3 2 But as one rural League supporter wrote: `Here in the
country there is a strong belief that your organisation is to be swallowed

up by the Liberal Federation . . 3 3 Bagot's contention that the
temporary sacrifice of independence was "best for the country" and
that candidates elected to the parliament under the banner of the
new body would be free from party control, exhibited his political
naivete. There was little he could do, given the overall situation and
given the class nature of the League itself.
A meeting was held at St. Mark's College over Easter of 1931
with representatives from the Political Reform League, the Producers'
and Businessmen's Association, the Liberal Federation, the Country
Party and the Citizens' League.3 a Even in adversity, the strain between some of the constituent groups was in evidence. Duncan told
Price to take no notice of anything said by the Country Party. Price
had also to contend with Bagot throwing his weight around. With the
bombast of an antipodean Mussolini, prior to the meeting Bagot had
told the League President, `Let's go to the meeting and let the bastards
show themselves and then shoot them.' 3 s
Price's eloquence on the need for unity prevailed over the internecine warring and the pistol packed bumptiousness of Bagot. The

32. Letter, E.D.A. Bagot to Sir William Sowden, April 18, 1931, MS 1186, National Library
of Australia.
33. Letter to E. D. A. Bagot, May 3, 1931. MS 1186, National Library of Australia.

34. The Political Reform League, begun in 1929, was a modernising reform group working
within the Liberal Federation, much like the Liberal Movement of recent times which
was in fact, modelled on the PRL. The Producers' and Businessmens' Association was a
small organisation allied with the Liberal Federation.

35. A. G. Price, Notes on the Emergency Committee, p. 5, MS 1483, South Australian
Archives.
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Emergency Committee of South Australia was established. In grave

tone, Price said:
".

. we are watching the Australian Commonwealth' dissolve before our very
eyes ... we shall be traitors to the Empire, to Australia and to all classes of
zens if we split votes and allow the extremists in.s3 6

citi-

He skilfully played upon the ideology and purpose
common to all
the constituent bodies, their virulent anti- Laborism. Rounding off his
appeal was a theme common to Price's view of South Australian
history, the uniqueness of the state which `is always sanest in the hour
of danger (and which) will show her unity and determination
to
every state.'
As Price observed, the `non-party' people were putty in the hands
of Duncan and Hermann Homburg, another of the Liberal representatives on the Committee. They were also successfully insistent, against
the wishes of both Price and the Citizens' League, that no invitation
be given the Hill Labor Party to join the Committee. The plan foundered particularly on Duncan's intransigence. He wanted
nothing to
do with any Labor Party.
The Advertiser, under its managing editor L. (later Sir Lloyd)
Dumas was well pleased at the establishment of the Committee. It
saw it as a revolution in public life which `affords the people of the
State a rare opportunity to supply yet another object lesson
to Australia and to demonstrate the compelling force of popular unity in
the face of great danger.' 37 It proceeded to give the Committee a
great deal of support through its columns.' 8
Some days later, Lyons, now almost established as the federal
anti -Labor leader,3 9 came to Adelaide to address
a conference sponsored by the Citizens' League designed to co- ordinate all the existing
`non- party' groups in Australia. At the conference, the Citizens'
League
effectively isolated itself from the moves of the N.S.W. All for Australia League to form a new centre party. The New South Wales
representatives offended Bagot (who had fond hopes for the hapless
South Australian rump Labor Party led by the Premier
L. L. Hill)
by attacking all Labor Parties. The New South Wales people then
36. From A. G. Price, Speech Notes, 1 April, 1931, MS 1483, South Australian
Archives.
37. Advertiser Editorial, April 7, 1931.
38. `Owing to the splendid services of the press, it has been unnecessary for
deal of publicity work.' A. G. Price, Address to the Liberal Federation, us to do a great
July 16, 1931.
Manuscript in MS 1483, South Australian Archives.
39. See P. Hart, op.cit.

42

NON -LABOR DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION

proceeded to attack the National and Country Parties, this in front
of their South Australian leaders, Duncan and Cameron. The result of
this wrangle was that Bagot, who cherished leadership in his own
smaller pond, and the League executive refused to have anything to
do with the N.S.W. organisation. They therefore committed themselves further to the Emergency Committee and to the loss of any
potential independence. The méeting was, however, a triumph for
Lyons and for the plans of the Emergency Committee sponsors. By
becoming a component part of the Emergency Committee, the Citizens' League strengthened the Committee's claim to be a neutral
`non - party' organisation working for the genuine good of all sections
of the community.
After the April conference, the Emergency Committee proceeded
to negotiate with Lyons over policy points, some amendments being
made to suit both parties. The major Committee compromise was to
fit in with Lyons' stand against the low tariff fundamentalists who in
South Australia, were thick on the ground. This matter was of great

importance to the industrial fraction of Australian capital. The protection afforded Australian industry was the single most divisive
factor within the National Party and between it and the Country
Party 4 ° The manufacturers were not averse to pitching their support
behind Labor if this proved to be in their interests.
Price became the full -time paid chairman of the Emergency
Committee, St. Marks's College and the Bishop of Adelaide approving

wholeheartedly of his new duties. Until the federal election, the
Committee consisted of Price and his office staff, the constituent
groups working under their own banners, though within the framework of agreed policy. Price kept the bodies together and was respons-

ible for publicity and organisation. He toured the state constantly
and made wide use of the Advertiser's wireless station, 5AD. The
constant theme of his speeches was `anti - Scullin' and `anti - Lang'.
Typical of his approach was a speech over 5AD. Price likened the
Commonwealth to a vast mutual company needing to live within its
income and to pay its own way. `It is now managed by two directors' he went on, `whose records would prevent any sane person
.

from entrusting their management with a single pound.' 41
40. A matter the author is analysing in his doctoral thesis on Australian industrialisation
during the 1930's.

41. A. G. Price, Notes for Speech on 5AD, April 1, 1931, MS 1483, South Australian
Archives.
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He, like the Citizens' League, took exceptional pains to differentiate the Scullins and the Langs of the Labor Party from those like
Lyons and Hill, the South Australian Premier. `Don't think for a
moment that the Emergency Committee and that I myself are attacking Labor as Labor. The Labor movement has brought many blessings
to our country and it has given Australia some of its greatest men.' 42
The ghost of Andrew Fisher was awakened in this instance to back
the
Lyonsites who stood `shoulder to shoulder against the extremists ...'
Like the Citizens' League, though less convincingly, the Emergency Committee sheltered behind the `non - political' and `non - party'
label. In Price's words:

"It is not really a political movement. It is an effort on the part of disinterested
volunteers who have left their work and business simply to help the old parties
co- operate, simply to aid them in one essential task of putting the
country
straight.' 3

Such a statement could be seen as a gross extension of the truth. But
Price was merely stating the conservative definition of reality. What
they did was `non- political'. What Scullin, Lang and their followers
did was `political'. There is a direct similarity between this example
and the way Labor was always accused of playing `class politics'. Price
argued that his Committee was made up of:
" . . ordinary Australian citizens (standing) behind those who know
the lessons
history teaches, those who have economic and financial expertise ..'44

Far from being a collection of Mr. Average's, as Pride claimed, the
financial backers of the Emergency Committee in its Finance Committee read like a listing of a South Australian Who Who. It included
J. Lavington Bonython, Sir Wallace Bruce, Sir Sidney Kidman, H. W.
Lloyd, P. A. McBride, G. C. Morphett, Sir Henry Simpson Newland
and T. E. Barr Smith.

In May 1931, to raise fighting funds for the Committee, Price
had addressed a meeting of Adelaide businessmen.4 s He evidently
succeeded in putting the fear of bloody revolution into them. Afterwards, he recorded: `The speech seemed to have a good effect.' 46
He

42. A. G. Price, Speech to the Adelaide Committee of the Emergency Committee,

May 18,
1931 in MS 1483, South Australian Archives.
43. A. G. Price, ibid.
44. A. G. Price, ibid.
45. News, May 14, 1931.
46. A. G. Price, Notes on the Emergency Committee, p. 11, MS1483,
South Australian
Archives.
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told them that during the nineteenth century their fore fathers had
built up a huge capitalist system whose equilibrium had now been

upset by the war. They were warned `that if one really able
Communist appears, it will be the end of the system upon which your
safety and prosperity stands, ... In times of stress, the propertied and
monied classes are overthrown.' To climax his appeal he asked:
"Are you, the bankers and merchants of Adelaide, prepared to stand by and
watch the ruin of your possessions ?"

Obviously not. Following the meeting, the Finance Committee of the
Emergency Committee was established. Over £7,000 was raised. The
Emergency Committee had refused to amalgamate with eastern groups
in return for financial assistance, preferring to rely on South Australian
resources alone. These, after all, were not inconsiderable. Of interest
is that the money came entirely from companies or individuals based
in South Australia47 and that it came from 337 cheques. It was this
money which provided the overwhelming bulk of the funds used to
campaign against the Scullin government. The money was paid out in

monthly allotments to the constituent bodies of the Emergency
Committee, the Citizens' League receiving the same amount as the
Liberal Federation.
The Scullin government fell in November, 1931. The Emergency

Committee was fully prepared for the elections, having endorsed
candidates for all the South Australian seats. Candidates from the
Liberal Federation stood in Barker, Grey and Wakefield. The Liberals
reluctantly bowed to the demands of the unity campaign and accepted
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Price admitted that the Emergency Committee team `is frankly a
compromise.' 4 9 This was the price to be paid in ensuring that the
anti -Labor forces were united. In the ensuing elections, the Scullin
government was heavily defeated. In South Australia, the only seat
not won by the Emergency Committee was Hindmarsh, held by
Norman Makin for the A.L.P.: and of the non - Country Party
component of the team sent under the Committee's imprimatur to
Canberra, only one, Moses Gabb, refused to join the parliamentary
United Australia Party.

Following the successful election campaign, the Emergency
Committee formally disbanded. The constituent bodies went their
own way, the Liberal and the Country Parties to amalgamate in mid
1932, the Citizen's League to wither away to nothing. By July 1933,
the League's country organiser was reporting only two rural branches
functioning.s ° The improving economic situation after 1932 and the
smashing defeat of political and industrial Labor effectively removed
the League's raison d'etre. The faithful firmly believed that the League
had saved Australia in the crisis, `but as soon as it passed, many
people preferred to go back to the worn out party system.' S' What
the Depression did, however, was not only to rejuvenate the economy.
The political crisis, in effect, strengthened the Liberals. The crisis
which produced the Citizens' League produced its own negation in
that it necessitated a strong anti -Labor party and when in government
a strong and cohesive parliamentary support."

the Emergency Committee's decision to endorse non - Liberals in
Boothby, Angas and Adelaide, seats usually contested by them. The
Committee endorsed the sitting members in Angas and Boothby, both

ex -Labor members who had left the A.L.P. early in 1931. The
Country Party gained a Senate place though ran an unofficial
candidate in Wakefield, the seat held by Charles Hawker, a
candidature which Price maintained was not discouraged by the
Country Party leader Archie Cameron .4 8

Bagot had designs on the Adelaide seat but it is no understatement to say that Price and the Liberals would have preferred
endorsing the Devil for Adelaide rather than allowing Bagot his claim.
47. The large eastern based companies did not contribute. Their political contributions went
either through the Consultative Council in Sydney or the National Union in Melbourne.
48. A. G. Price, Notes ... MS 1483, South Australian Archives.

49. Letter, A. G. Price to J. A. Lyons, July 16, 1931, MS 1483, South Australian Archives.
50. Report, July 23, 1932 in MS 1186, National Library of Australia.
51. Letter, League member to E. D. A. Bagot,
September 26, 1933, MS 1186, National
Library of Australia.
52. The Citizens' League's involvement in state politics up to the state elections
of 1933
may be seen in the author's article "Good Labor Men ", op.cit.
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vigorous metal mining activities going on in many parts of the State at
the same time.'

The vigorous mining scene last century was largely due to

EARLY MINING IN THE ADELAIDE HILLS

Cornish miners. As far back as 2,000 B.C. there were mines operating
in Cornwall but it was not until the 16th century that advances in

technology enabled the miners to penetrate far below the surface
and with the Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth century steam
driven engines and pumps enabled the Cornish shafts to extend
downwards for thousands of feet while some individual tunnels are
recorded as having been driven up to 5 miles. From about 1830 due
to a population expansion and later to the diminishing of the mineral
deposits of Cornwall, there was a great exodus of Cornish people to

ROYCE WELLS*

America, Canada, Africa and Australia.'
The German geologist, Johann Menge arrived in Adelaide in 1837

and spent most of his time during the next few years in wandering
through the Mt Lofty Ranges collecting rocks and minerals. His
reports gave glowing records of gems and minerals of almost every
description occuring throughout the Ranges and when these were

South Australia, though first settled later than most States of
Australia, has much to be proud of in its mining history. Not only can
it boast of having Australia's first metal mine but it also had the first
gold mine, the first copper mine and the first smelter. Many thousands
of individual mines have operated in the State which has also had its
share of gold rushes as well as a silver rush.1 Most of the mineral
deposits have been small and therefore quickly worked out though it
was once estimated that one section on the Echunga Goldfield alone
had yielded no less than 8 tons of gold.2 Though we experienced a

published in the press both here and overseas they encouraged Cornish
miners to migrate to the new colony. When the first of them arrived

here there were no mines operating so in their spare time they set
about searching for mineral deposits while earning their living from
well sinking and road building. A large percentage of all mineral
discoveries in South Australia last century were made by Cornishmen.

In August 1838 copper was discovered on section 295 at Glen
Osmond on land owned by Osmond Gilless who was slow to act and
it was not until 1846 that he formed a company to mine it6 . It was
then found that the many lodes on the property contained only small
traces of copper but were rich in silver and lead. In the meantime,
two Cornish miners in February 1841 discovered a lode on a nearby
hillside which assayed 10% silver and 75% lead.' A company was
quickly formed and the Wheal Gawler mine commenced operation in
April 1841 and exported 40 boxes of ore to London on April 19,

great deal of mining last century the Government was slow to
officially record it. The first Government Geologist was not appointed

until 1882 and the Mines Department itself did not come into existence until 1893 by which time all the major phases of mining were

over apart from the Moonta and Wallaroo copper mines which
survived to 1923. A short phase of active gold mining in the 1930's
at Mongolata, Kersbrook and Woodside brought an end to scenes of
*Royce Wells has been exploring and researching old South Australian mines for
much of his life. He is in charge of the historical section in the Department of
Mines.

i

3.

During the Depression years all the old goldfields in the State were reworked, those
listed above being the only areas where many new mines operated and recorded large

4.

D. B. Barton, A History of Copper Mining in Cornwall & Devon, (Truro, U.K., D.

productions during this time.
1.

Mines Department registers record approximately 25,000 applications for leases and

claims between 1854 and 1900. Every claim or lease that recorded production is
classed as a mine.

2.

SA. Register, 6 August 1898.

5.
6.
7.

Bradford Barton Ltd., 1968).
S.A. Gazette & Colonial Register, 25 August 1838.
S. A. Gazette & Colonial Register, 21 November 1846.
Adelaide Chronicle, 3 March 1841.
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this being the first mineral production in Australia.' A few years
later the mine was taken over by German miners and developed on
German mining techniques and was reported on in great detail in
newspapers in Germany.9

During 1843 the Wheal Watkins mine opened on the southern
side of the Wheal Gawler on rich silver -lead lodes and the main shaft
was sunk to a depth of 480 ft.' ° Osmond Gilles opened his mine in
1846 while the Enterprise Mine operated in 1847 on sections of land
between Wheal Gawler and Waterfall Gully.' Several smaller ventures
such as the Wheal Hardy and MacFarlane's Mine operated in the valley
of Glen Osmond Creek on several small lodes but their production
was small and their lifespan short.' 2 While these mines were operating

prospectors searched the nearby hills with the result that in 1849
lodes carrying silver, lead, bismuth and copper were found on Brown

hill Creek and the Wheal Grainger Mine came into being. A great
deal of work was done in driving tunnels into the hill over a large
area and a main shaft was sunk from which various levels and stopes

were made and from which over 70 tons of silver and lead was
produced in less than 2 years.' 3

The ore from the Glen Osmond mines was originally shipped
overseas for treatment. The first local smelting of Glen Osmond ore
was done at a smelting furnace erected by Mr. Carleton in Rundle
Street in 1845.14 The following year a mill and smelter was erected
at East Terrace close to the Botanic Gardens for the treatment of ore
from these mines and 107 slabs of bullion were produced from ore
from the Wheal Gawler mine.' s In 1849 Messrs. Penny erected a
smelting works on land owned by Peter Peachey at Glen Osmond,
close to the Toll House for the purpose of treating the ore not only
from the Glen Osmond mines but also that from some of the mines
now operating near Kanmantoo.' 6 The smelter operated only for a
8.
9.

Adelaide Chronicle, 7 April 1841.
S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 3 August 1850.
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few years but one of its two chimneys is still standing and this is the

oldest mine chimney in Australia.
After the discovery of copper at Kapunda in 1843 a rich copper
lode was found at Montacute and mining operations commenced soon
afterwards when the lodes were found to be very extensive and very

rich.''' The Adelaide Mine on the eastern side of the Montacute

Valley opened in 1844 and a large amount of work was commenced,
it being believed that the main lode ran through this property while
the Montacute Mine was only on an off- shooting vein.' a Both mines
however were soon turning out a steady production and were worked
at various periods throughout the last century. The Montacute
Mine
has also been worked a number of times this century and
is about to
reopen yet again. As the prospectors moved in to the Montacute area
it was realized that copper could be found for several miles
around.
The North Montacute mine openend in 1845 and in the same year
Anstey's Mukerta mine opened on a hill above Kangaroo Creek.' 9
All these mines operated on rich copper lodes which, although
limited

in extent, continued to produce ore steadily for many years and in
their time were considered to be big mines. When Burra
was discovered in 1845 it was so much bigger that it was called the Monster

Mine, a name which it went by for many years.

Early in 1846 rich lodes of copper were reported to have been

found on the foothills behind the village of Macgill now called
Magi11.2 ° A mine

was immediately opened and the lodes were traced
through 3 sections which were later purchased for mining
purposes.
Apart from copper, silver and lead were also found in the lodes and
the mine operated for over 2 years with various adits and
put in at shallow. depths across the hills.21

shafts being

Waterfall Gully saw quite a lot of mining activity last century.
In 1844 manganese and copper were mined from adits and shallow
pits close to the present road to the waterfall. The main tunnel is still
intact and perfectly safe to walk along and the black mineral vein can

10. H. Y. L. Brown, Record of the Mines of South Australia, (Adelaide, 1908), pp. 18,

and 175.
11. Royal South Australian Almanack, 1848.
12. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 8 April 1848; Adelaide Observer, 29 October 1892.
13. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 17 November 1849; Stephens' Almanac, 1849, p.. 57;
Murray's Almanac, 1851, p. 62;S.A. Register, 24 August 1854.
14. S.A. Gazette & Colonial Register, 13 September 1845.
15. S.A. Gazette & Colonial Register, 14 November 1846; S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal,
18 August 1849; H. Y. L. Brown, Mining Records of South Australia, (Adelaide, 1887).
16. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 18 August and 8 November, 1849.

17. Montacute S.A. The First Hundred Years, (Centenary Booklet, Kent Press,
Kent Town
1946).
18. S.A. Gazette & Colonial Register, 13 February 1847; S.A. Gazette & Mining
Journal,
17 June 1848.
19. Southern Australian, 14 January 1845.
20. S.A. Register, 22 April 1843; S.A. Gazette & Colonial Register, 16 May
1846; S.A.

Gazette & Mining Journal, 23 December 1848.
21. Adelaide Observer, 30 December 1848; Almanac 1846, p. 99.
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be seen along the roof of the tunnel for a length of 66 ft.2 2 The

during these years there was a large entry of Cornish miners
into the
colony. Year by year new mines opened up and by 1847 mines
on
Yorke Peninsula and at Pt. Lincoln were operating and the young
colony was experiencing a great mining boom. Smelters
at Glen Osmond, near Kanmantoo and at Port Adelaidewere operating
by 1849 and
ships were carrying away thousands of tons of
ore to overseas markets
every year.' s
Samples of rich copper ore were found near Halletts Cove in
1847 and were sent to England for examination with the result that
the first large English company was formed to develop
deposit in the young colony. The Worthing Mining a mineral
Company

Enterprise Company in 1847 mined for silver and lead on the western
side of the manganese mine and a deep shaft was sunk and connected

by a tunnel driven from the bank of the creek. In 1894 Captain
Layland discovered gold on 2 sections at Waterfall Gully in a large

outcrop of quartz and pyrites but though a mine was opened the
gold was found to exist only in small quantities and to be very
patchy.' 3

Slape's Gully, through which Second Creek runs north of the
Greenhill Road, has also had an association with mining from the
early days. In 1844 the Stonyfell Copper Mine worked on two
sections extending from behind the present quarry slimedam across

purchased 800 acres from Alfred Hallett close to Hallet's Cove,

to Greenhill Road. A shaft was sunk and various openings were made
but the copper values were low and production was small, the mine

operating in a small way however between 1844 and 1848.2 4 In
1894 the Burnside Gold Mining Syndicate operated on two sections
encompassing the mouth of Slape's Gully and a small tributary valley
to Waterfall Gully on the south. A great deal of prospecting work was

done over the 117 acres held by the lease and a number of tunnels
were driven into quartz ironstone lodes but only small quantities of
gold were found.2 5

Up to 1851 the Glen Osmond group of mines steadily produced

rich silver and lead ore and gave employment to several hundred
men.2 6 The Montacute group of mines meanwhile steadily produced
high grade copper ore and gave employment to several hundred more
men and a small township complete with church, mine manager's

residence and cemetery came into existence on the bank of Sixth
Creek.2 I The various other small mines on the foothills were worked
by small companies or by land owners with a small labour force and
the production figures from most of these mines have now been lost
for all time. After the discovery of Kapunda (1843) and Burra (1845)
copper mines were opened at Chain of Ponds, Kanmantoo and on the

River Wakefield all in 1845, while in 1846 the Kitticoola and
Strathalbyn mines opened and required a fairly large labour force and
22. Adelaide Observer, 2 November 1844.
23. S.A. Register, 26 November 1894.
24. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 1 July 1848; S.A. Register, 30 October 1844.
25. S.A. Advertiser, 24 November 1894;Australian Mining Standard, 19 January 1895.
26. K. T. Borrow, The Glen Osmond Mines.
27. Personal communication with landowners, Castambul Area, 1976.
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erected miners cottages, manager's house and engine house with a tall
chimney. Five miners and a manager were sent from England along
with a large steam engine and other machinery and work
commenced
at the mine. Seven shafts were sunk, one of which was equipped
with
a water wheel to drive the machinery. The water wheel was driven by
water from a dam conveyed down a race to the wheel.29 By the time
the engine shaft had reached 240 ft. water was cascading through
crevices in the rock and the copper lodes were carrying only low
grade
ore so the mine ceased operations in 1857 when the
company acquired
the Bremer Mine at Callington.3°
The first stone quarry opened in the State was in 1837 behind
Government House and the first stone church was erected in Hindley
Street from stone taken from this quarry. The site of the quarry has
long since been improved out of existence.31 The Green
Hill Slate and
Flag Quarry commenced operations in November 183832
while in 1840
the Bangor Slate Quarry at Willunga was opened.3 3
This was soon
followed by the Union Quarry at Glen Osmond, about 1/2 mile
above the Toll House.'

28. Royal South Australian Almanac (1857) p. 35; Adelaide Almanac,
(1865) p. 46,
(1866) p. 40, (1867) pp. 4041; South
29. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 7Australian, 19 January 1847, p. 6.
September 1850; 4 December 1851: South
Australian, 7 May 1850.
30. Mining Journal (London) 28 February 1852; 12 July 1856; 13
Register, 23 June 1852, and 24 September 1856.

August 1859: S.A.

31. Building Stones of S.A. (S.A. Dept. of Mines Mineral Information
Series, 1976);
J. Haslam, The History of Wesleyan

Methodism in S.A. (1958 reprint) p. 19.
32. S.A. Gazette & Colonial Register, 17 November 1838.
33. S.A. Register, 6 June 1840; 20 February 1850.
34. S.A. Register, 11 April 1840.
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Coal was of course in great demand not only for the domestic

Prior to the Victorian Rush, gold had been found at various
places near Adelaide. The first discovery was made in 1846 at the
North Montacute Copper Mine which was renamed the Victoria.
The discovery created tremendous excitement at the time, a building
being erected over the shaft with armed guards posted in it. The original shares leapt from £2 up to £30 and then soon dropped when the
gold vein ran out after yielding only about 30 'oz. of the precious
metal. A brooch was made by Adelaide jewellers from the gold and
sent to Queen Victoria. The Victoria Mine continued to operate for
several more years and though the workings became very extensive,
no more gold was found and eventually the copper lode itself ran
out.4°
Early in 1849 gold was found on the River Onkaparinga near
Balhannah and created much excitement. Several companies were
formed to work the deposits but the yields were not rich enough to
be payable and the companies soon folded ' t During the same year
gold was found in the lodes of the Lyndoch Valley copper mine but as
soon as word leaked out the company directors denied the fact in
order to protect themselves from another outburst of public excitement 4 2 Many years later this mine was found to be equally rich in
both gold and copper and the first Government Geologist, H. Y. L.
3

and industrial use but for fuel in the boilers operating the mine
machinery and it was considered to be a matter of great urgency that
a deposit should be found in the colony. After many years of search-

ing unsuccessfully the Government began to despair and it was
reported in the press that there was no coal to be found.' s However,
in September 1845 bituminous coal was found 18 inches below the
surface at Myrtle Bank,3 6 and in 1846 it was found near the River
Murray 40 miles above Wellington.3' During the next 12 years further
discoveries were made near Bridgewater, on the North Road 16 miles
from Adelaide, at Yankalilla, at Hope Valley, at Kapunda and in the
Parklands at North Adelaide but all these deposits were small. The
latter discovery was later mined by the Montefiore Hill Coal Mining

Company but proved to be an unsuccessful venture after various
shafts had been sunk.'"

Gold mania hit Australia in 1851 when the Victorian rush
started. People in all walks of life got up and abandoned jobs, homes
and families to head for the diggings with the expectation of finding
gold by the bucketful. The first to go were the miners so that very
few South Australian mines survived., Most of the operating mines in

South Australia were forced to close down due to the exodus of
miners to the diggings. The few mines that did struggle on managed
to do so with a small staff and most of these were soon forced into
liquidation. Three small mines only opened in 1851, the Wheal Fanny
at Kanmantoo, the Mount Barker Creek mine, and the Hope Mine
near Keyneton. Our first mining boom was over. Many of the big
mines such as the Glen Osmond group and many of the Montacute
group never recovered after 1851 and only some of them have reopened for short periods since then. Of all the many mines in the
Adelaide Hills that were operating up to 1851, only the Wheal Watkins

and the Montacute have successfully operated since. The only other

major mine to be discovered between 1851 and 1860 was the
Wheal Ellen, several miles north of the Strathalbyn Mine. Within its
first year of operation, 1,500 tons of ore was raised yielding 90,000
oz. of silver and 600 tons of lead. One hundred men were employed.' 9
35. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 29 April 1848.
36. South Australian, 16 September 1845.
37. S.A. Register, 15 Apri11846.
38. S.A. Register, 15 May, 1858; 13 September 1890; S.A. Advertiser, 29 July 1904.
39. Adelaide Observer, 9 January 1858.
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Brown held a very high opinion of it.4

Ì

Out of the Victorian Rush of 1851 came the first goldfield in

South Australia. Thousands of people streamed across to the Victorian
fields on a route that went via Echunga and Strathalbyn. William
Chapman, the young son of an Echunga farmer, went along with the
rush to Victoria but was not very successful and soon returned to his
father's farm. It was now that he realized that the country around his
home bore a striking resemblance to that on the Victorian Diggings
so with the help of his father and friends, who knew the country well,

he started prospecting. Over a period of several months Chapman
panned gold in several places between Echunga and Mylor but it was
not until August 1852 that he found what he considered to be a payable alluvial deposit in a gully which was soon to bear his name. The
Colonial Secretary was notified and immediately rode to the location
40. Royal South Australian Almanack, 1848; S.A. Register, 8 June 1850.

41. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 23 February, 16 March, & 13 April, 1850; South

Australian, 11 January 1850.
42. S.A. Gazette & Mining Journal, 26 May 1849.
43. S.A. Advertiser, 7 September 1898.
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along with 50 to 60 horsemen and troopers. Chapman was made to
pan for gold in several parts of the valley and as soon as the first gold
showed in the dish the excited crowd shouted so loud that the horses
which were tied to the trees nearby broke their bridles and bolted
away. The find was officially recognised and the Echunga Goldfield
was born 44 Within a few days up to 1,000 men had rushed to the
scene but many of them expected to find gold by the bucketful and
when they failed to do so they headed for Victoria. Many, however,
did stay, built homes in the area, later married and raised families.
Today their descendants are still living at Echunga.
The alluvial deposits at Chapman's Gully were soon worked out
but the reefs were prospected in later years and continued to produce

rich pockets of gold up to the end of the last century. A series of
lesser rushes followed in the 1850's and 1860's in gullies nearby and
during the New Rush of 1858 and the Poor Mans Hill Rush close by
many small diamonds were also found in the gold wash 4 6
Thomas Plane had come to Australia in 1844 as a constable on a
convict ship and some years later migrated to South Australia as a
member of the gold escort. Settling down on Echunga Creek as a
farmer he acted as a butcher and blacksmith on the goldfield, doing

some prospecting in his spare time.47 In 1868 he found payable
alluvial gold in Long Gully near Jupiter Creek and received an award
from the Government for the discovery of a new field and within a
month about 500 men were at work there and many nuggets ranging
up to 7 oz. were found 4 8 Companies moved in to search for the reefs
and a stamp battery was installed but no payable reef was found. In
1884 Thomas Plane hit on a rich reef however, and the Crystal Gold
Mining Company was formed. Operations continued up to 1895 and
though the mine produced well in its early years (428 oz. in one spot
alone) in later years the gold dwindled and deep sinking was hampered

by defective machinery." Many other companies operated on the
44. S.A. Register, 23 November 1896; Mt. Barker Courier, (article reproduced in S.A.
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Echunga fields, mostly without great success though the Echunga

i

Mine proved second only in richness to the Crystals o
After Echunga in 1852 the second major goldfield was discovered
at Forest Range in 1854 by Biggs, Mason, and Norton who recovered
20 oz. of gold from two wheelbarrow loads of dirt. A rush set in but
the prospects did not turn out as well as expected and the number of

miners soon dwindled though in the hands of a few devoted prospectors the field operated continuously for another 46 years."
Richer discoveries in 1887 caused 600 men to rush to the spot and a
lot of gold was recovered including many nuggets, the largest of which

weighed 40 oz.'' The opening of the Forest Glen Goldfield at Forest
Range in July 1890 received the greatest ceremonial and press coverage accorded to any South Australian field. A pageant of coaches
conveyed geologists, politicians, public servants, various officials and
ministers of religion from the Adelaide Town Hall on the appointed

day of the opening. Over 1000 people had gathered at the location
where a special lunch was served to the guests in a large tent after
which lots were drawn so that the 246 miners who had applied for
licences could go into the field one by one to peg their claims.' 3 This
field proved disastrous as it had a lifespan of only a few weeks.' 4
The year 1868 proved to be a rich year in our mining history as
it saw 3 rushes. The Jupiter Creek Rush at Echunga attracted over 500
miners and the Barossa gold rush drew 4000 miners within the month
following the discoveries." Meanwhile, a far more unique rush took
place at Scott's Creek, near Cherry Gardens. In 1850 the wheels of a

bullock dray carrying vegetables to the Adelaide market broke off
some rocks from an outcrop in a small tributary valley to Scott's

Creek. These rocks were recognised to be copper ore. The Wheal Maria
mine was established on the spot but by the time the shaft had been

sunk to 30 feet the lode had become unproductive and work

ceased.' 6 In 1866 prospecting was recommenced near the mine with
the result that it was reopened as the Wheal Mary Anne and assays

showed the ore to carry up to 115 oz. of silver per ton but the

Register, 3 February 1887).

45. S.A. Register, 25 August 1852; Adelaide Morning Chronicle, 23 September and 11
October 1852..

46. S.A. Register, 17 June and 5 October 1909; S.A. Advertiser, 16 June 1909; S.A.
Register, 22 March 1859 and 12 December 1860.
47. Personal communication with B. Plane, 1976.
48. S.A. Register, 10 and 17 September and 12 October 1868.
49. Personal communication with B. Plane, 1976; Adelaide Observer, 28 July 1888,
30 May 1891 and 15 April 1893.

50. H. Y. L. Brown, 'Notes on the Echunga Goldfield', P.P. (S.A.) 1885, No. 32.
51. H. Y. L. Brown, Record of the Mines of S.A. (1908) p. 217; S.A. Advertiser, 22 February 1887.
52. S.A. Advertiser, 22 February and 17 March 1887; S.A. Register, 14 March 1887.
53. Adelaide Observer, 19 and 26 July 1890.
54. Adelaide Observer, 2 and 16 August 1890.
55. S.A. Register, 5 October 1868; P.P. (S. Aust.) 1885, No 178; Chronicle, 30 May 1975.
56. C. H. Hill, Back to Scott's Creek. December 26 1929 (Souvenir Booklet).
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company was apparently interested only in the copper which once
again ran out and the mine closed within the years' Captain Ey,
formerly of the North Rhine Copper Mine, took an interest in the
Wheal Mary Anne and prospected throughout the area. When, in 1868,
he announced the discovery of rich silver lodes at Scott's Creek a rush

set in, 235 claims being taken up, most of which were incorporated
into the leases of the six major companies which were quickly formed,
each raising thousands of pounds to develop their properties.' 8
The Almanda Mining Company was the first and had the richest
property which incorporated the older mine workings. A 20 head
stamp battery was installed to crush the ore and this was later replaced
by a huge Chilian Mill. Two huge Cornish boilers, an amalgamation
plant and a smelter were erected and Arthur Boyle was brought out
from England to manage the mine. In 2 years it produced over 10,000
oz. of pure silver by which time the engine shaft had reached a depth
of 96 ft. and Ey's tunnel had been driven over 200 ft. into the side of
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in the silver rush ran high and a lot of money was raised by the
companies. The Nevada Company came in with the rush, raised £750
and then went into liquidation after doing very little work.'
A world slump in silver prices in 1870 led to the closure of all the
Scott's Creek Mines by 1871 but the Almanda was again worked on
3 occasions before the machinery was dismantled early this century.
The Ben Lomond or Chambers Mine nearby at Coromandel Valley
57. S.A. Register, 14 April 1863.
58. Mineral Lease Books. S.A. Dept. Mines (unpublished).
59. H. Y. L. Brown, Record of the Mines of S.A., (1908); C. J. Hill, op. cit.

60. Companies Act Papers 53/1868; S.A. Register, 2 March, 4 April and 19 October 1869.
61. R. Wells, `Mines in the Cherry Gardens to Kangarilla Area' (S.A. Dept. Mines unpublished report); C. J. Hill, op.cit.
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the hill.' 9

In 1868 the Potosi Company took up 5 blocks on Scotts Creek
on rich silver and copper lodes and numerous tunnels were driven into
the hills and a large winze sunk into the lode. Three shafts were sunk
while 2 boilers operated the machinery near the mine which included
a 10 head stamp battery.' o
On adjoining land the Colorado Company put in tunnels and
shafts on several lodes running from Colorado Gully across Scott's
Creek. The Mackereth Company operated from shafts and shallow
workings close to the Almanda Mine while the Noarlunga Company
prospected various low grade lodes at Cherry Gardens. Public interest
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The A /manda Silver Mine, near Adelaide
From a sketch by W. A. Cawthorne, Illustrated
Adelaide Post, 8 October 1868, Vol. 2, No. 22, P. 149.

which had worked first in 1850 also operated at various times up to
1890 producing copper, silver and lead, a one ton block of
malachite
taken from it in 1858 being paraded through the streets of
Adelaide.' 2

The 1850's had been largely occupied in gold mining but in the
1860's there was a return to some of the older mines in the Adelaide
Hills, the Montacute, Adelaide, and Prince Albert at Castambul all
enjoying new phases of activity and production. Scores of new mines
opened up to the north culminating in the rich discoveries of Moonta
and Wallaroo and by 1870 thousands of men were employed in South
Australian mines. Very few new discoveries of importance were made
in the Adelaide Hills apart from those made near the village of
Grünthal, now called Verdun, in 1869. A large boiler house, engine
house and mill house were erected at the site along with a spacious
manager's residence, offices and a smelter which had 3 stone and
62. H. Y. L. Brown, Record of the Mines
of S.A., (1908) p. 41; 9 S.A. Register, 6 February
1869.
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brick chimneys 70 ft. high. The mine operated up to 1876 and again
in 1913 -15 and 1935 and produced copper ore as well as a small
quantity of gold.' 3
During 1863 gold was found at Woodside but work of a pros-

pecting nature was carried out for another 10 years before any
productive mine was established.6 4 From then on the Woodside
area mines went from strength to strength and the last of them did
not close until well into the 1940's. The largest mine of the group,

the Bird in Hand was the richest and most extensive gold mine in the
Mt. Lofty Ranges and the only one equipped with a large Cornish
beam engine. A large, bricklined drainage adit was put in from the
bottom of the hill to connect with the huge Victoria shaft in the
centuries old Cornish fashion and at least 10 other shafts were sunk on
thè property which also included the mining township, a smelter,
battery, several pump houses and 3 huge chimneys. The mine produced over 161/2 thousand ounces of gold before an inrush of water
exceeding 2 million gallons per day forced its closure. The Eureka
Mine nearby produced over 4,000 oz. while the New Era produced
about 3,500 oz.6 s
The Uraidla Goldfield was actively worked between 1887 and
1898 with one small paddock close to the township yielding about
1,700 oz. of gold, much of which was in the form of small nuggets.'
A goldfield was also worked for a short time at Lobethal but with the
exception of 2 mines sunk on the reef it was quickly worked out.'
The Clarendon Goldfield, opened in 1892, was rich in small areas and
was dismissed initially as a poor field until it was realised that the
richest gold lay under the area where the men were camped. Some
shafts and adits were driven into the reef and the miners working the
Boulder Claim made a nice fortune with which they went to West
Australia and discovered the Great Boulder Mine which produced a
million ounces of gold within a few years. a
63. S.A. Register, 1 February 1870, 11 October 1915.
64. S.A. Register 8 August 1863.
Register
65. Mining Review No. 25 (S.A. Dept. Mines. Government Printer, Adelaide); S.A.
Plan
No.
320L,
S.A.
Dept.
Mines;
18 May 1895; S.A. Advertiser, 20 March 1901;
H. Y. L. Brown, op.cit.
66. S.A. Register, 24 December 1898; S.A. Register, 11 April 1895; Adelaide Observer,
12 October 1889 and 28 February 1891.
1931; Mining
67. S.A. Register, 13 October 1886; S.A. Advertiser, 9 and 11 September
Review No 55 (March 1932), p. 67.
68. Australian Mining Standard, 4 November 1893; S.A. Register, 2 February 1898;
S.A. Advertiser, 3 August 1897.
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The last great boom which involved mining close to Adelaide was
in 1888 when all the Glen Osmond Mines reopened. The Mt. Osmond

Mine was a new mine opened on lodes around the sides of Mt.
Osmond stretching from the old smelter up to Slaughter House Gully
where the present road to the summit of the hill leaves the main road.
The Standard and Springfield mines both operated in Brownhill Creek
on opposite ends of the old Wheal Grainger property but by far the

most important new mine of the group was inside the bend of the
Devils Elbow, on section 1003.69

Duncan MacFarlane did a great deal of shallow mining on the
western side of section 1003 between 1846 and 1860 close to the
main road. Various shafts and adits today bear evidence of this
work.' ° In 1863 gold was found in a road metal quarry on the
northern side of the section and further mining work was carried
out.71 In 1869 the Eagle copper mine was worked for a year orì the
side of a gully running through the section and a shallow shaft was
sunk. Early in 1872 prospecting was recommenced on the section near
the old shaft and a rich silver -lead deposit was proved. The Eagle Mine
then came into existence reaching its peak between 1888 and 1894.
Various shafts were sunk and a series of winzes,.stopes and adits were

put in as the lode was followed down through the hill.' 2 The main
shaft reached 380 ft. and a long tunnel was driven from the base of
the hill to connect with it. The boiler and pump were installed in a
large chamber excavated under the shaft which now acted as a
chimney. A tramway system was installed along the tunnel to convey
the rich ore to the surface. Although the mine proved to be rich in
silver, lead, zinc, gold, copper and bismuth it was shut down by a
world slump in silver -lead prices in 1894 and has not again been
worked.' 3

The Tea Tree Gully area has had a long association with clay
mining dating back to the 1860's when Cornish miners began operating a mine which is still producing today.74 Iron was mined in 1853

from underground workings on the hills behind the village and 35
years later the exposed lodes were found to contain silver and lead.
69. Adelaide Observer, 19 and 26 May 1888.
70. Adelaide Observer, 25 April 1891.
71. Adelaide Observer, 28 May 1863.
72. Adelaide Observer, 25 April 1891
73. Adelaide Observer, 29 October 1892; Australian Mining Standard,
p. 22.
74. S.A. Advertiser, 4 April, 1962.

13 January 1894,
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In 1888 and 1889 the Tea Tree Gully Silver Mining Company
reworked the mine installing a tramway which ran through the tunnel

on the hill face which connected with a circular open cut 80 ft. in
diameter from the centre of which a shaft was sunk to 150 ft. from
which assays proved the presence of copper and gold. Despite the
great promise the mine showed, the funds were not forthcoming to
keep it operating and the Company was forced into liquidation.' 5

The last big mine operated close to Adelaide was at Mount
Malvern, close to the main road between Coromandel Valley and
Clarendon and almost opposite to the turn off to Cherry Gardens.
Discovered in 1890, the silver -lead mine was first developed by a
syndicate who sank a shaft to 116 ft. and raised several tons of ore for
treatment. A company was formed in 1891 by the original proprietors
and machinery was installed and a smelter erected, the total cost being
£4,722.0.6d. for machinery and £400 for the smelter. Work was suspended in 1893 due to lack of capital but the company was reformed

in 1906 when work was resumed and a large Cornish boiler, a fair
sized winding engine and a double winding plant was installed along
with poppet heads which rose 40 ft. over the main shaft. Another
period of suspension followed between 1909 and 1913 when work
was again commenced and 40 men were employed and larger pumps
had to be installed to cope with the increased inflow of water.' 6
During 1925 prospecting at various levels failed to disclose any new
payable ore bodies and the mine closed down and all the machinery
was dismantled." Three shafts had been sunk to depths of 408 ft.,
325 ft., and 215 ft. as well as many levels, winzes and stopes between
shafts. The total production had amounted to about 32,771 oz. silver
and a little over 1,000 tons of lead.' B
In South Australia we tend to associate mining with Kapunda,
Burra, or Moonta but forget about the many hundreds of small mines

scattered through the Mt. Lofty Ranges which employed a total
labour force of thousands of miners during their periods of operation.

The gold rushes to Victoria and Teetulpa are well known but the
many local rushes to our own fields at Echunga, Uraidla, Birdwood,
Mt. Crawford and Clarendon are forgotten and these fields yielded
tens of thousands of ounces of gold. The Cornish smelters at Cherry
75. Adelaide Observer, 30 March and 13 July 1889.
76. Daily Herald, 16 October 1916; S.A. Register, 24 December 1890.
77. L. J. Winton, 'Mt. Malvern Silver Lead Mine' Mining Review No. 42, pp. 82,83.
78. R. Wells, 'A History of the Mt. Malvern Mine', (S.A. Dept. Mines unpublished report).
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Gardens and Strathalbyn in turn produced thousands of tons of lead
and the same quantity in ounces of silver. Manganese, iron, mercury
and precious stones were yielded from mines close to Adelaide, some
of these mines having been worked off and on up to the present day.
In recent years money hungry land developers and property
owners have wiped out some of our most historic mining areas at
Glen Osmond, Echunga, Uraidla and Cherry Gardens and this must go
down as a very black mark in our history since the area occupied by
mines is very small as compared to all the land that is available. The
mining areas of historic value close to Adelaide have now become
scarce but what is left at places such as Scott's Creek, the Jupiter
Creek Goldfield near Echunga, the Victoria Mine at Castambul and the
Devil's Elbow area at Glen Osmond should be preserved at all costs
and every effort should be made to increase public awareness to this
fact. Old mine buildings at some of these locations are crumbling
yearly and within 20 years these will be lost forever unless some effort
is made for their benefit. There is so much to do and it is hoped that
through this article this fact has been made a little clearer.

STEVE DYER

FARM RELIEF IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA
DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION
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Those with a long association with their creditors, or a good
credit record were able to continue farming with their assistance.
If they could, the wheat farmers tried to diversify their holding,
running sheep and a few more cows. For many, particularly those on
the marginal lands, or with only slender credit resources, the only

way to deal with the depressed price of wheat was to reduce the

STEVE DYER*

The Great Depression, the economic crisis of the 1930's, did not
strike such a sudden blow against rural society as it did against the
urban population. In the country areas the prices of primary produce
had been declining since the mid 1920's. In South Australia severe,
widespread droughts between 1926/7 and 1928/9 had increased the
rate at which rural post -war prosperity was being eroded.
During this period wheat farmers began to reduce their expend-

iture so that they would be able to meet their annual commitments
to their creditors. Creditors, now less confident of continuing repayment, began to restrict credit. As crop failures continued with each
successive drought, farmers were forced to pay their bills out of their
bank savings, instead of their yearly income. Unnecessary expense was
avoided and machinery sales fell as farmers patched up their farming

plant to last out another season. A few farmers sold up and left the
land.

By 1930 the position was worse. Over half the wheat growers had
made a loss on their crops, and their bank accounts were badly depleted.

State and Federal Governments offered assistance for the 1930/1
crop, but the season was a disaster. The price of wheat fell to about
70% of the cost of production, farm incomes were further reduced,
the farmers simply could not meet their creditors' demands.
* Steve Dyer has written an Adelaide University M.A. thesis on `Farmers and the

Depression, Government Farm Relief in S.A. 1929- 1939', and is currently
working on a study of rural society 1919 -1939 at the Australian National
University.

cost of production by reducing expenditure.
Almost the first luxury the farmers denied themselves was the
car. Petrol was relatively expensive and cars generally travelled less
than twenty miles on one gallon.' Tyres, and batteries cost money

too, and the car had to be registered. It was cheaper to put the car
up on blocks and return to horse transport. For the first time since
the 1920's the number of horses increased, and the price of draught
horses nearly doubled, such was the demand. For the next five years
the number of cars registered remained fairly constant, with peak
registrations at the end of each year when cars were briefly reregistered for the Christmas and harvesting season.' Another common
practice was to fit motor car wheels and tyres to horsedrawn carts to
combine the smooth ride of a car with the economy of horse power.

Tractors too were taken out of service to economise. Fortunately
farmers generally had used them to supplement, not replace, horse
teams, so the reversion to horse power was a simple matter.

Women were required to mend and make do, rather than buy.
With needle and thread, or hand sewing machines, flour bags became

clothes and aprons, dyed as dark as possible to conceal the brand.
New ways of using the plentiful, unsaleable wheat were devised in the
kitchen. The grain, roasted like coffee beans, could be boiled up into

a passable hot drink to replace tea; crushed it was a substitute for
breakfast oatmeal. The farmers' wives were probably more confined
to the home than before. Fast motor transport was no longer available, shabby clothes cut off their social visiting and their annual
holiday was also a victim of economy. Their world tended to contract
to kids and kitchens.
Rural communities felt the effects of self imposed frugality and
isolation. Building activity declined and Council rates went unpaid.
1.
2.

De Soto Advertisment 1930; Dept. of Main Roads N.S.W., The Roadmakers, (Sydney
1976, p. 136. In 1930 a gallon of petrol cost the equivalent of approx. $2.00 1976
money values.
Commonwealth Bureau Census& Statistics, Transport & Communication Bulletin No. 61
(1969 -70), p. 31.
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Throughout the 1930's there was a decline in public participation in
such diverse social activities as library borrowing and Agricultural
Bureau membership, although old and new organisations had enjoyed
a burst of popularity at the beginning of the decade when there seems
to-have been a desire to pretend normality in the face of crisis.
Only a slight improvement occurred as the 'thirties wore on.
Farmers held on to their farms for as long as possible, for a farm
meant guaranteed shelter and food for a family. Walking off the land
was an admission of defeat and it offered scant hope of employment,
food, or lodging. Of course farmers could be forced off their properties by their creditors, but this appears to have been a rare occurrence
for several reasons. It was in the creditors' interests to keep farmers on
the land. There was not much demand from buyers for farms during
an agricultural depression, so there was not much point in trying to
sell up a farmer. Even if this was tried there was no guarantee that a
sale would result. Vigilante action by the local farmers might stop the
sale. They would attend the auction and make derisory bids for items.
The auctioneer could call off the sale, or accept say eleven shillings for
3 horses,' or ask for further bids. Old farmers recall that a quiet word
to a potential buyer behind the wheatstack was normally sufficient to
ensure he did not persist with his bid. If he did, there was always the
horsetrough in which to cool his enthusiasm. However, available
evidence suggests that these incidents were rare, because they were
unnecessary. If a farmer was sold up it was likely that he would remain on the property as a tenant. Creditors knew that an abandoned
property depreciated faster than an occupied one. And if the farmer
`lost' some machinery or stock in the bush before the sale he might
well survive on the land when they were subsequently `found'.
Thus the farmer who had been refused further assistance was
not doomed to leave the land .4 If a farmer needed the assistance his
creditors refused to supply, he could apply to the Government.
The collapse of the wheat market in 1930 threatened the livelihood of about one third of the State's breadwinners who were involved in the wheat industry directly and indirectly.5 Believing that
farmers might cease production because of poor returns, the Premier,
Lionel Hill, introduced a scheme of farm relief in 1931. Parliament
3.
4.

5.
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agreed that the bill was essential for the State's well being and passed
it with a minimum of debate. Government policy was now to produce
wheat at all costs.6

Under the Farmers' Relief Act (1931), the State Bank Board was
to advance money to keep the farmers at work on the land, even if it
had to `speculate in assisting a man to plant a crop'.' In return the
farmer assigned all his crop proceeds to the Board, which then distributed them among his creditors. About one third of the State's farmers
applied for assistance under the Act.
To the farmers, the Board's first action was an outrage. On the
first day of September 1931 the Board published an alphabetical list
of over 3,000 applicants for relief on the second news page of the
Advertiser. Farmers were embarrassed to find their private dealings
with the Government on display in the State's largest circulation
newspaper. Embarrassment they could live with, but the list had a
more important impact. Creditors, not knowing why farmers applied
for relief, pessimistically assumed they were nigh unto bankruptcy
and refused them further credit. In just one insensitive, and unnecessary move, the Board had antagonised the farmers before its work
had begun.

The Board could only advance money for food and farming necessities. Farmers were therefore forced to appeal to charities for
clothing. The C.W.A. alone supplied the needs of some 1,500 country
families in 1931. Similarly, medical treatment was outside the Board's
ambit. Under amending, and subsequent relief acts at the end of 1931
and in 1932, these restrictions were eased. But it was too late to erase
the impression that the Government's agents viewed farmers as charity
cases.

The Board was working under a disadvantage, it did not know

Advertiser, 10 March 1933.

whether legislation would be re- enacted to continue its operation. The
Government seemed to treat the crisis as a temporary one, bringing
down the Farmers Relief Act Extension Act and the Farmers' Relief
Act (1932), only when it could see economic improvement was not
likely in the next season. The Board was thus cautious in its expenditure,
reluctant to go beyond the cropping and sustenance costs, and unable
to make long term plans. Under annual legislation it could not matter
that the purchase of sheep, cattle, or machinery might save the Government money in the long term.

Of 450 refused Government assistance in 1934 only 53 vacated their holdings. S.A.
Archives GRG6 Series 1 File 68 (GRG6 /1/68).
Rural Reconstruction Commission, First Report, (Canberra, 1944), PP. 11 -12.

6.
7.

S.A.P.D. 8 November 1931, p. 1722.
S.A.P.D. 17 March 1931, p. 29.

68

FARM RELIEF DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION

The uncertainty bred by ad hoc annual legislation created another problem for the Board. Because farmers did not know if assistance would be available next season, they naturally took advantage
of whatever the Board was offering in this season. If the Government
failed to re -enact legislation, then at least they had some stores to
assist them in the next year. Farmers therefore over - ordered and the

Board, knowing this, tended to arbitrarily reduce the orders. This
incensed the farmers who had `played fair' and not asked for anything

that was not needed. In 1931 and 1932 the blame for this lay with
the Government's dilatory legislation.
In 1933, the Farmers' Assistance Act created a statutory Farmers

Assistance Board (F.A.B.), which was to work with the farmers for
at least five years. The new legislation gave the opportunity for long

term planning, and protected the Board from the accusations of
political interference that had been levelled at its predecessor. M.P.s
had alleged that the State Bank Board had been instructed to advance
money to farmers, irrespective of their ability and prospects for the
season.8

Like its predecessor, the F.A.B. undertook to advance money
and distribute the proceeds. However it had wider powers. It could
decide who to assist, how they would be given aid, what they would
produce, and how it would be grown. Farming operations would,
in future, be decided by the F.A.B. in Adelaide, not left to the farmer.
For their part, the farmers were able to carry on their chosen livelihood, freed from creditors' demands for immediate payment.
Government, Board, and the farmers all agreed on the desirability of assisting the backbone of the state recover from the blows
of prolonged drought and low prices. Making the desirable feasible
created the rift between the Government's agent and the farmers.
The Act had to be administered in accordance with sound economic
policy. At this time the rule was `balanced budgets', as the Premier's
Plan exemplified. Parliament, although still committed to farm relief,
now wanted to know whether it was `keeping these people as cheaply
as . . . possible.9 `Economy' was the guiding principle of the new
Board in its dealings with the farmers.

One way of ensuring maximum returns from farmers under the
Board was to maintain a close oversight of all farming operations, and
8.
9.

S.A.P.D. November 1933 pp. 1958, 2161.
S.A.P.D. 8 November 1932 p. 1718.
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thus all farm finance. Under the previous Acts the farmers had been
allowed too much freedom, which had resulted in evasion and exploitation. That at least was the view of Judge H. K. Paine, and as Director

of the Board he was in a position to make the necessary changes.

Applicants for relief under the new Act were required to detail every
aspect of their farm, and agree to do as directed by the Board.
The application form was the first indication to farmers of a new
regime. It covered ten foolscap pages, demanding information about
everything from the ages of children to the ages of horses, from the
exact owner of each piece of equipment to the farmers' wives' income.
Those ten pages showed the differences between the country people
and the city administrators.
A city clerk with education might grasp what a `liability' was, a
'farmer who had left school at 14 was less likely to. A mortgage, for
example was more an unhappy fact of life than an abstraction called
a `liability'. Farmers were, of course, unhappily familiar with debts,
but that was money owed for past services rather than an inevitable
future commitment. And, anyway, a debt was an obligation which
would be met just as soon as possible. A debt was an obligation to be
honoured. It was not the potential millstone conjured up in the term
`liability', because a debt would be paid off and cease to exist, and, in
a very real sense it, therefore, did not exist for the farmer.
Other questions on the form could only conjure up a vision of a
paper -bound pink -taped bureaucrat. How, for example, could a knowledge of the names and ages of the horses assist anybody to determine
how a farm should be run, or if it should be given aid? Surely this was
a clear indication of how unpractical these administrators would be,
of how obsessed they would be with trivial detail irrelevant to the
practical task of running a farm?
The Board had sound reasons for demanding these details. For
example, a knowledge of the names and ages of the horses allowed it
to keep track of individual stock and order essential culling of the
aged and their replacement. But the Board did not explain this, it just
demanded the information.
The same amount of detail was demanded regarding the farmer's
family, including information about his wife's income from sidelines.
This particular question was objected to by farmers. It was seen as a
severe invasion of privacy, and as evidence that the Board wanted
to keep farmers at a subsistence level by appropriating all the farm
income. It also seemed unfair. The farmers held that they, not their

I
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wives, were applying for assistance, so their wives' affairs were no
concern of the Government. The Board's view was that any farming
activity on the farm was its concern, no matter who the nominal
applicant was. The reason was, of course, financial. Its predecessor

had been denied income by farmers who claimed that the cows,
the pigs, and possibly half the crop belonged to `Mary or Mum'.' o
Overall, the impression created by the new Board's first application form was negative. The Board's belief in close supervision as a
precondition of financial success did not impress the farmers. To them
the Board appeared parsimonious, over inquisitive, overbearing and, as
some of its questions revealed, possibly impractical as well. Its chief
concern seemed to be the farms, not the poor farmers.
Overnight the head of the F.A.B., assumed the face of an ogre.

Protest meetings erupted throughout the wheat belt claiming that it
was worse to be a farmer under the F.A.B. than to live in Soviet
Russia. The `Dictator of the Wheat Industry' demanded that they
sign away their right to decades of work in a few seconds. The meetings agreed that this was intolerable and passed resolutions against
filling in and signing the forms."
Passions were soon replaced by pragmatism. The farmers realised
that the alternative to the Board's system of aid might be no aid at all.
Tardily they filled out the forms and sent them in. Under the Act the
Board was directed to assist only farmers with `a reasonable prospect
of becoming able within a reasonable time, to carry on ... farming . . .

without loss'.12 The accountants in Adelaide checked the farmer's
resources, investigated his past performance in the files of the State
Bank Board, and on that information decided who did, and who did
not, have a chance of success. The Board rejected one in every twenty
four applications.' 3

Again there was uproar in the country and in Parliament. The
farmers could not comprehend that a Law designed to assist farmers
did not bestow on them a right to assistance. They did not understand why assistance should be a concession. Rejection meant more
than a blow to an individual farmer's future. To farmers this vital
decision appeared to have been taken with unnatural, and non - farming

haste. If things looked black, the farmers thought, then this was
10. F.A.B. Supervisor. GRG6 /1/122.
11. Kìmba Dispatch, 9 March 1934,Advertiser, 5 February 1934.
12. Farmers Assistance Act, Para. 66.
13. Murray Pioneer, 8 February 1934, South Australian Wheatgrower, 15 February 1934.
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reason for assistance. Poor seasons and prices, they argued were but
temporary; they were the bad that went with the good. The Board
did not share their optimism. Bad seasons had to be taken into account when assessing the farmers' future, not seen as aberrations to
years of plenty. The Board's approach was at odds with farmers'
perennial optimism, and put it at odds with the farmers.
Those who did gain assistance had to accommodate to the
Board's financial management, and consequent loss of freedom.
The farmer now worked for the State and had to obey its dictates. No
longer was he free to decide (or not decide) how the farm was to be

run. All income had to be accounted for to, and all expenditure
authorised by, the Board. Even the Commonwealth Government's

wheat bounty payments went to the Board on behalf of the farmer,
not to the farmer himself.'
Lack of cash was the most immediate concern, and was most
apparent in the sustenance allowances paid to farmers. In 1934 the
rate for a married couple was £ 1 per week. Children warranted an
extra 5/- if under two years and 2/6 if between two and fourteen
years. A family of five could expect to receive £2 or less per week,
well below the basic wage of £3 -3 -0. Nevertheless farm families were
better off than city families on the dole which was about two thirds
of the farm family allowance. It was likely, too, that the sustenance
grant exceeded the past average farm income of some families. When
the value of farm sidelines was taken into account the farm family
on relief was even better off than its city counterpart, or so the
Board argued. But that was only true if the farm in fact had sidelines. Those in the dry mallee regions had difficulty in maintaining
a cow or a vegetable garden that would be worth the ten shillings per

week envisaged by the Board. And 70% of applicants came from those
areas. Further, they were remote from Adelaide, and so had to pay
more for goods because of transport costs. The Board's own surveys
showed this but it ignored the facts and continued to profess that a
sustenance allowance which was adequate for a farm at Willunga was
equally satisfactory for farms on the West Coast.'s
Furthermore the Board's basic position was illogical. Farmers
who needed assistance were unlikely to be paragons of self
sufficient
farming techniques. They were not; on average they had fewer side14. GRG6 /1/182.
15. GRG6 /1/162. Groceries costing £2-19-0 in Adelaide cost a minimum of £3
-3 -91/2 in the
country.
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lines than the average farmer. During the 1930's the Board did not
face up to these inconsistencies, nor did it acknowledge that inflation
steadily eroded the real value of the fixed sustenance allowance.

Lack of money, combined with regimentation, provided the
farmers with their other main criticism of the Board, `inefficiency'.

Expenditure on the farm, say, repairs to the seed drill, had to be
approved by the Board. The process of checking and authorising took
about two weeks, and the system itself ensured that the Board knew
exactly what money was being spent, and that the farm was being run
economically. However in that two weeks the time for seeding would
have passed and the potential crop reduced hardly an `efficient' way
to farm. The Board did eventually allow the farmers some freedom for

emergency expenditure, but its attitude was more in tune with accountancy than reality.
The apparently low level of sustenance, and the inadequate sys-

tem of finance could be improved upon if the farmer had ready
money. But to acquire any he had to break the law. The choice was
between the immediate needs of farm and family and the wishes of
a remote administration in Adelaide. Given that the farmers, like the
Government, saw agriculture as the crucial industry of the State, the
decision was easy. The farmers felt they had a moral right to some
immediate, tangible, share in the wealth they produced for the State.
Because the Board was seen as an imposition, not a benefit derived
from their contribution to the State, their decision to defraud the
Board was made even easier. According to the Board's files, less than
2% of assisted farmers committed any offence against the Farmers'
Assistance Act. However, the fact that their figures record only convictions, taken with the common admission among farmers that the

Board did not get all their produce, indicate that evasion of the
Board's direction was widespread.

The farmer needed to convert some of the crop to cash without
the Board finding out. It was fairly simple. Although the Board had

recorded an estimate of crop production for the farm, the farmer
could invoke a local wind storm as the cause of a reduced yield, and
the Board would be satisfied. Thus some grain could be harvested and
its existence concealed from the Board. It had also to be concealed
from view on the farm. At harvest there was enough to do, reaping,
bagging, and carting without adding to one's worries by trying to dispose of illicit grain. Farmers simply hid it in sheds and chaff heaps
until they had time to sell it.
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Disposing of the wheat involved people outside the farmer's
family, so the chances of being caught were increased. The safest
thing to do was to take the wheat out of the
district. It could be loaded on to a truck, covered with mallee roots to
conceal it from the
public gaze, and taken to the next siding down the
line. There the

wheat agent, mindful of his commission, would accept the grain as the
produce of a fictitous farmer and pay for it. The farmer
would return
home and on the next banking day the children's accounts
would
increase.
A less elaborate, but equally effective ploy was to simply swap
bags of wheat for goods. Such back -door trading could metamorphose
wheat into food, clothes, and even petrol. The recipients
could sell the
wheat under their own name. In areas where
many farmers relied on
the Board, this method of trading was an economic
necessity for the
local businessmen. The Board's policy of settling sustenance
accounts
quarterly was administratively convenient, but it meant
that shopkeepers lacked ready cash. Private dealing with the Board's farmers
was thus mutually beneficial.
All of this was illegal, and while the Board was aware that it was
being defrauded, evidence was difficult to collect. It is
tempting to
identify this reticence as a facet of rural -urban confrontation,
or as
anti -Board solidarity. A much more likely explanation
is that farmers
were merely doing as they would be done by, i.e. give your neighbour
a fair go, you might need it yourself one day. There were those who
did not conform to this rule. The Board received
anonymous reports
on neighbours' activities from farmers writing under pseudonyms
like
`Justice', and followed these up by sending
.

its supervisors to the
district to spy and gather evidence.' 6 Potential informers had
to

decide whether their belief in justice was stronger than their desire
to remain an accepted member of the local community.
A tradesman
at Kimba who had assisted the Board to prosecute eighteen farmers
and businessmen suffered personal abuse and found
his business
boycotted.' The relative rarity of prosecution based
on local informants, as well as the number of anonymous letters tends to
suggest that
locals valued their reputation rather more than the requirements
of
the law.
The farmers' antagonism to the Board
was due mainly to its
actions, but not wholly. Part of the farmers' suspicion
was rooted in a
16. GRG6 /1/138.
17. Kimba Dispatch, 7 October 1938, GRG6 /1/28.
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mistrust of the city, and of bureaucracy. An extreme view was that
the city was full of parasites living off the wealth produced by the
man on the land. It was the home of the wage labourer whose apparently sacred basic wage added to the costs of the rural producer, who
himself worked longer hours for less reward. It was the home of
meddlesome Government and its agents, the overpaid and securely
entrenched `Snivel Service'.'$ Despite numerous requests the Board
never decentralised, and thus retained the odium of its `City' associations. The Board was afraid that if any form of local administration
was allowed, the district agents of the Board would respond to local
pressure to give farmers a `fair go'. by bending the rules. This, it
believed, would increase the cost of relief because more inefficient
farmers would be allowed to stay on the land. The less contact there
was with farmers the more impartial the administration could be. An
Adelaide office meant that the Board did not have to face the people
it dealt with, so it could make rational (i.e. economic) decisions on
the basis of the file on the case, rather than the person.
As we have seen, the Board's concentration on economy through
central control did not really work, because farmers could, and did,
bend the rules. There is sad irony in the retrospective evidence that the
Board could have risked more human contact without risking its
finances. In New South Wales the experience of the parallel organisation seems to show that local supervision of farm relief applicants
had no adverse effect on the end financial result. Had it relented, some
of the criticisms might have been eliminated or at least substantially
reduced. It was, after all, easier for a farmer to talk to a local resident
than write a neat, clear letter to Adelaide. And there was always the
feeling that a person you knew was more sympathetic than an anonymous scribe in Adelaide. However, as Ray Broomhill pointed out in
his work on unemployment relief during the period, there was a strong
tendency for bureaucrats to distance themselves from the people they
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companies which strove to use local agents and assist farmers
where ever possible, found them `suspicious, unbusinesslike and intolerant
of supervision'. Given this attitude it
was unlikely that the Board
would have been popular, whatever its actions.
Not that the Board ever desired popularity. Its job was to assist
farmers with some prospect of recovery. This
it did, and did it effectively. It kept about fourteen percent of the State's
on the
land until they could have their debts adjusted to afarmers
more realistic
level. Between 1931 and 1939 it probably
gave assistance to one third
of the State's farmers for a season or
more, helping about one farmer
in seven in any one season. Without the State
aid to rely on, many of
these farmers would have been unable to continue to maintain their
properties. The Board kept them on their farms, but in the process
eroded and sometimes destroyed their treasured independence.
It is
not surprising that memories of the administration
are edged with
bitterness. But there are also memories of victories
in the struggle for
independence. The Board, recalled one farmer, got everything
that
he didn't want.20

were assisting.19 The Board's actions, despite its economic rationalisation, appear to fit this pattern.

Another important factor which mitigated against the Board's
acceptance in the country was the farmer's desire for `freedom', the
ability to run his life and property in his own way. Even the pastoral
18. South Australian Wheatgrower, 16 October 1933.

19. R. Broomhill, `On the Dole in Adelaide during the Great Depression' Journal of the
Historical Society of S.A. No. 1, 1975, pp. 38 -9.
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20. Interview, September 1972, with ex farmer.
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to extol "the virtues of science in place of the virtues of charity ".

REVIEWS

There was also a movement towards `public' street collection of funds
to augment or replace the more traditional subscriptions of the well
-todo (although the annual fete and similar occasions in support of the
Hospital appear to have always attracted a fairly wide spectrum of
helpers).

Between the Wars medical developments and sources of finance

continued to affect each other. The Hospital began its slow move

from being An independent charitable institution to becoming part of
a State - supported welfare system. The State support became increasingly important as the rate of obsolescence of equipment became

faster. It can hardly have been a coincidence that ever more and newer

The Adelaide Children's Hospital, 1876 -1976. By Margaret Barbalet.
(A.C.H. Adelaide 1975). 224 pp. $7.75.
During the 1870s Adelaide had prosperity based on a rapid growth

in mineral and agricultural production. It also had the worst infant
mortality rates in Australia. Doctors were still gentlemen and public
health was still a question worthy of the attention of those other
gentlemen who controlled the greater part of the city's (and the
colony's) economy. The wealth, the deaths, the doctors and the social
concern of the gentry came together in the movement to found a
special hospital for children. Margaret Barbalet's centenary history of
the Adelaide Children's Hospital brings out all these elements in the
early life of the hospital. She also reveals a steady movement away
from private benefaction to public funding and from the institutional
aspects of public health to high technology medicine. Indeed a signifi-

cant theme in the Hospital's history has been the change from a
hospital "run like many a large Victorian household, with servants,
cook and gardener, and decisions made by upper class ladies and
gentlemen" to a professional insitution.
The pattern of benevolent charity in support of care and comfort
for the indigent prevailed well into the first decade of this century.
Then many of the original supporters, both medical and financial,
died within a few years of each other and the balance of influence on
the Hospital's policies began to shift from the laypeople of the Board
to the Honorary Medical staff. Concurrently the Annual Report began

equipment was required just as an Honorary appointment at the
Children's Hospital became "part of an ambitious surgeon's career ".
With full State support (whether by direct grant or indirectly through
hospital insurance) yet to develop, however, the caution that was
needed in short-term financial management led to oversight of longterm planning

with subsequent difficulties that are only now being

resolved. After the Second World War most of these tendencies
reached their full extent. The State is now the Hospital's financial
back -stop, although there is still more voluntary support than most
other hospitals enjoy, and the professionalism of the staff is attested

by the variety of salaried ancillary personnel who support them.
The two themes of medical development and changing sources of
finance are implicit in Mrs Barbalet's account. However there are
probably two other factors which have inhibited her ability to bring
out the themes. The publication of the book required the support of
the Hospital and, in the nature of these things, it was probably neces-

sary to mention the names of all the major donors and most of the
significant characters who have worked at the Hospital. One might say

that there has been a clash between the historian's interests and
sponsors' antiquarianism. Secondly, medicine is not the most self-

reflective of institutions and the minute books of hospitals can hardly
be the source most likely to force their reader towards the "imagined
alternatives" which underlie great historical writing.
Mrs Barbalet has attempted to overcome the second problem by
linking hospital sources to other material and using the `oral tradition'
about the Hospital which survives in Adelaide. She is also aware of the
changes in philosophies of social welfare and other elements of the
context in which the Hospital has developed. Her use of these sources
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is marred, at times, by failure to explain upheavals that are reported

direct from summary Board minutes (p. 95) or by a tendency to
jump rather disjointedly from medical to social to financial issues (p.

94). She also records some detail (about which Governor opened
which ward or about minor shifts in departmental locations) which
might be regarded as trivial, and assumes too much knowledge on the
part of her readers about the topography and street locations around

the Hospital site. A note on the location of sources would also be
helpful, for Mrs Barbalet's work has made it clear that the social
history of medicine in Adelaide would be a rewarding topic for study.
Department of Community Medicine, University of Adelaide

NEVILLE HICKS

Reluctant Harbour: The Romance of Pirie. By Nancy Robinson.
Nadjuri Australia, Jamestown, 1976. 327 pp. $14.95.
The Rise of Port Pirie. By R. J. R. Donley. Automatic Printing Co.,
Port Pirie, 1975. 60 pp. $3.50.
The centenary of the Corporation of Port Pirie has been admirably

served by the appearance of these two publications, both of which
bring out the problems that have plagued the town from its birth
among the mangrove swamps near the top of Spencer Gulf. At first
the authorities in Adelaide did little to encourage its growth, and later
it had to stave off the challenge of its rivals for the wheat trade and

then the Barrier trade, the foundation of the town's security and
prosperity. More recently, there have been growing doubts about the
future of Broken Hill.
Nancy Robinson's latest work, commissioned by the Port Pirie
City Council, has many solid virtues. The text is written in a lively
and colourful manner, with many telling quotations from diaries and
newspapers; the sketches (by Jill Francis) and the photographs are
superb; and the advertisements reproduced from the local newspaper

are delightful. (There is one inserted by Mr. J. E. Millhouse, the
grandfather of the present Leader of the New Liberal Movement,
who grandiloquently advised readers: "My Surgery and Laboratory are

replete with every comfort for patients and convenience for the
production of modern Dentistry in all its branches. ") Yet, despite the
attractions of Nancy Robinson's book, I find it difficult to assess in a
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satisfactory manner. Elsewhere, she has described it as "a middle -ofthe road history ... academic enough to be authoritative, folksy enough
to be fascinating, fanciful enough to be mysterious, and provocative
enough to be stimulating." (News, 9 September 1976). The authoress
has certainly succeeded in some of her objectives, but overall I find
the book too episodic and insufficiently integrated to be "academic
enough ".
The Reluctant Harbour has two serious defects. First, the question

of chronological balance; the last six decades are covered in a mere 32
pages. Although Nancy Robinson points out in the Preface that her
account of the period since 1906 is only "a broad panoramic view ",
on which future historians can build in more detail, the fact remains
that a panoramic view should reflect something of the whole. This
brings me to my second point. Port Pirie has been a Labor stronghold
throughout the present century, and the crucial importance of this

factor is consistently underplayed. Only two of the town's many
Labor parliamentarians are referred to briefly in the text. Lionel Hill,
M.H.A. for Port Pirie 1918 -33 and twice Labor Premier, is not mentioned. (Nor, for that matter, is the non -Labor Sir Henry Barwell, for
many years a lawyer in the town, M.H.A. for Stanley 1915 -25, and
Premier 1920 -24). There are, it is true, accounts of the strikes of
1909 and 1917, which tend to be seen through the eyes of a grazier's
wife, but the description of the maritime strikes of 1890 -91 ignores
the fact that although these Australia -wide disputes generally ended in
defeats for labour, the Port Pirie wharf labourers in September 1890
secured a reduction in the working day from ten to eight hours. (See
Robin Walker, "The Maritime Strikes in South Australia, 1887 and
1890 ", Labour History, No. 14, May 1968).
Mr. Donley's relatively slim work is based on his University of

Adelaide B.A. Honours thesis of 1965, which traced Port Pirie's
evolution from a wheat port to an industrial town during the period
1873 -96. Unfortunately, he does not take the story beyond the
emergence of labour, but it is a neatly structured and competently
executed piece of research. One of the few mistakes noted were two
references to Henry George as a "land nationalist ". Regrettably the
footnotes and bibliography that accompanied the thesis are missing;
partial compensation is offered to the reader in the form of many
first class photographs.
`Department of Politics, The University of Adelaide

JOHN PLAYFORD
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Old Stradbroke. By Elizabeth Warburton. Lynton Publications Pty.
Limited, Adelaide, 1976. 303 pp. $13.50.

The growth of Stradbroke house, `a nineteenth century gentleman's seat' near Morialta Gorge, reflects the changing fortunes of
the Colony rather than those of an individual family. Whereas the
various Stradbroke inhabitants can stand as a model for all that could
go wrong financially in colonial South Australia the house itself
testifies that there were good times and that prosperity was possible.
In 1840 the house was described merely as `a good dwelling', by 1846,
when the Colony had receovered from its early financial difficulties

and seemed at last to have reached a sound financial footing, Stradbroke had doubled in size and was described as `an elegant mansion'.
In' 1852 which, thanks to some skilful legislative manipulation, was a
good year for South Australia when she was able to benefit from the
Victorian gold discoveries, a double- storey was added to the western
end. In the mid- seventies, when the gloomy effects of the difficult
drought - stricken years of the sixties had worn off, Stradbroke received
its final elegant touches. These spasmodic additions and improvements,

carried out during periods when the Colony was prosperous, are
evident in many of the grand homes of South Australia.
However, Stradbroke's fate differed from that of the majority of
gentlemen's seats farther away from Adelaide in that its inhabitants
did not rely on the surrounding land for an income; instead they
mostly depended on Adelaide and the commercial opportunities it
provided to sustain their fortunes. This may well explain the rapid
change of owners; a gentleman's seat without a gentleman's secure
income from land could not have been an easy thing to maintain. It is
both interesting and significant that the owners who fared best were
those whose income did come from sheep. But even the possession of
large numbers of sheep and a handsome fortune were no guarantee
against failure. Mr. Beetson, Stradbroke's seventh proprietor, like
many other pastoralists during the 1860's, found that the northern
areas could not be relied on, and that to prosper as a sheepfarmer it
was necessary to own land further south on to which sheep could be
moved in drought years. Stradbroke's most prosperous owner, Mr.
.Swan, had made his fortune from sheep farming and because his runs
extended into the drought free zone he was able to maintain a gentleman's life -style in the house which had been built for that purpose.
Old Stradbroke, the house and the estate, are by no means the
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central theme of the book, and the title is therefore misleading.
Throughout the book the spotlight is turned on the characters who for
varying lengths of time owned or inhabited Stradbroke, and Stradbroke
merely forms a common link, and possibly reflects common aspirations. The lives and fates of the various families are traced in as much
detail as the sources allow. At times the personal records and details
are fascinating and at other times the obvious lack of information is
compensated for by a skilful author who draws from more general
sources to fill in the gaps. With vivid pen sketches Elizabeth Warburton
introduces us to an Adelaide merchant, a boarding -house keeper, a
cattle merchant and a gentleman farmer; and by focusing on the fates
of these individuals and their families she effectively catches the atmosphere of an age.
The academic historian may at times regret the lack of detailed
references and the use of the more precise techniques which economists have passed on to the social historian. However, if history is to
remain `the most humane of the humaner studies', a means of educating all and a pleasure for many, then this work must be given credit
for what it is rather than criticized for what it is not. It is well- written
and has the two qualities most essential for the writing of good history,
imagination and sympathy.
History Discipline, Flinders University.

ELEANORE WILLIAMS

An Account of the English Colony in New South Wales. By David
Collins. (vol. 1, 1798, vol. 2 1802). Edited by Brian H. Fletcher.
A. H. and A. W. Reed, Sydney, 1975. pp. xc + 649 and xxi + 312.
$35.00

One of the great features of Australian publishing in recent years
has been the issuing of new editions of works long out of print relating
to Australian history. The purchaser can choose between a reprint

in new form or a facsimile, perhaps with an editor's introduction,
reference notes and index added. He can choose between books of
handsome appearance and those that are "wretchedly tasteless ", between works of many volumes and considerable cost, such as Historical
Records of Australia or Gould's Birds of Australia, and tiny, curious

82

REVIEWS

pieces of ephemera, such as Port (Grab All) Shavings. In a number of
cases he can choose between separate editions of the same work, such

as those of William Howitt's Land, Labour and Gold, published in
Sydney and in Kilmore in 1972.
In all this publishing endeavour the contribution of the Libraries
Board of South Australia has been extremely important. Many of its

facsimile editions have been deservedly praised for their quality of
production. A local critic and bookseller has observed that while the
scholarly presses of Australia are too occupied with contemporary
manuscripts to undertake any systematic program of historical republication, the State Library project, perhaps more than any other
single factor in recent publishing history, has nurtured a renaissance of
cultural interest in the origins of Australian nationhood.
Such a view is bound to have its critics. One attack has come
from those who feel strongly that all re- issues should have explantory
notes and introduction. Another comes from those who would point
to the publishing program of the Royal Australian Historical Society.

This Society has sponsored new editions of Australia's `foundation'
books, and these editions, though comparatively few in number, are

models of careful preparation and suggest new insights into the
nation's early years. Then there are those who would point to the
publishing efforts of `non scholarly' presses, which have played their
own significant part in arousing interest in Australia's early years.
All this comes to mind when considering the recent publication
of a new edition of David Collins' An Account of the English Colony
in New South Wales. This edition differs in style and presentation
from the Libraries Board of South Australia's edition, published in
1971, which is a handsome facsimile only. The new volumes are part
of the Royal Australian Historical Society's `foundation' series, and
are the eighth production which the Society has sponsored since 1961
in association with commercial publishers. Previous volumes are works
by Tench, White, Phillip, Hunter and officers associated with them,
and also three later works by Cunningham, West and Therry. The
publication of Collins' work is the major achievement of the program

so far, for the importance of the work is clear. As deputy Judge -

Advocate and secretary to the governor, Collins was closely involved
with the administration of the new colony of New South Wales until
the time of his departure in August, 1796. His practice of keeping a
journal, the writing of which relieved "the tedium of many a heavy
hour ", provided him with the basic material for writing the first of
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his volumes for publication in 1798. His account of the colony's
affairs proved to be more detailed than others, and with the publication of an additional volume in 1802 the work came to be highly
regarded by historians and collectors. But it was not historians and
collectors for whom Collins was writing he was anxious that men
should see the English colony in New South Wales in a new light, for
he had noticed that they had "a disposition too prevalent for regarding
it with odium and disgust ". This did not mean that Collins saw the
convict world in any ideal way. In fact, as Dr. Fletcher points out,
Collins saw the convicts as dissolute and with little prospect of
improving. Rather, he had confidence in Governor Hunter and the
resources of the country. The parent country, he thought, could gain
great benefits from the new land.
Collins was also writing for a receptive public, as Professor
Auchmuty explained in the introduction to the earlier published
Phillip's Voyage. There was a contemporary demand for tales of
voyages and exploration, and these constituted the escape literature of
the age. For this public Collins' account must have been satisfying. He
made clear in his second volume that he wanted to avert the
reader's
mind "from the contemplation of enormities, and the disgustingly
wretched picture which vice must ever exhibit ". To do this he set
forth accounts of the strange fauna and flora of New South Wales, of

the voyages together of Flinders and Bass, and accounts of the manners
and customs of Aboriginal people. These descriptions give the work
added interest. Collins' descriptions of the Aborigines are of very real
importance, being some of the most detailed early accounts available.

They were made by a person whose mind was not clouded by the
feelings of revulsion at the degraded state of the Aborigines, feelings
which were to become common some years later and which
coloured
accounts of Aboriginal life. Collins was far more influenced by the
eighteenth century concept of the `noble savage', which can be seen in

the engravings used to illustrate the work, above all in "A Night Scene
in the Neighbourhood of Sydney ".
It was not given to Collins to leave a matching account of his
later years in Australia. There is thus no personal publication of his
administration of Hobart in its first years. Instead there was the burning of most of his private and official papers after his sudden death in
Hobart in March, 1810. There are curious echoes in this, of course, of
the later career of Colonel William Light in South Australia, himself a
cultivated man living to almost the same age as Collins, and who also
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lost his personal records by fire, whose final years were also attended

by inner loneliness and personal frustration, whose morals were
similarly criticized and whose contribution to a colony's foundation
was honoured much more in death than in life. Regrettably Light left
only fragments of written and pictorial material; Collins has a much
more substantial monument in his Account.
Historians will be grateful to the Royal Australian Historical
Society for its initiative in re- publishing this work, and above all to
Dr. Fletcher for his most thorough editing of it. There are more than
150 pages of editor's introduction, reference notes, bibliographical
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notes and index. The references notes especially are invaluable, reflecting a great deal of editorial industry and insight. Some may be daunted

by the price of the volumes, but they are handsomely produced and
contained in a slip -case. The edition becomes a model of what can be
done in the re- publishing of important Australian historical works.
Wattle Park Teachers' Centre, Adelaide.

R. M. GIBBS

The Historical Society of South Australia held ten evening

meetings and four field trips during the year. These were:
February 6

Mr. John Lonie (Politics Dept., University of Adelaide): 'Conservatism in South Australia during the Depression'.
March 5
Dr. Don Hopgood (Minister of Education): `Women and Children
First Sex and Sexism in South Australian Politics in the Roaring
Twenties'.
April 2
Mr. Colin Thiele: `Hans Heysen'.
April 10
Field Trip: The mining history of Scott's Creek and Echunga (led
by Mr. Royce Wells, Mines Dept. of S.A.) and Kanmantoo and
Preamimma (led by Mrs. Joy Chilman, S.A. Museum).
May 7
Mr. Ian Badger (Salisbury C.A.E.): `Australian Horse -drawn
Vehicles'.
June 4
Mrs. E. M. Borrow: `Robert Rowland Leake, The Baron of the
Frontiers'.
July 2
Mrs. Helen Jones (Kingston C.A.E.): `Women's Occupations and
Sweated Labour South Australia 1890 - 1906'.
July 31
Field Trip: Steam train tour to Kapunda.
August 6
Film Evening: `Adelaide in Motion 1916 - 1966'.
September 3 Mr. Steve Dyer (Research School of Social Sciences, A.N.U.):

`Back to the Land: the unemployed and land settlement in the
1930s'.

October 1

Mrs. Nancy Robinson: `Reluctant Harbour
1925'.

October 23

Port Pirie 1845-

Field Trip: Aspects of the history of Strathalbyn, Goolwa and

Port Elliot (leaders Mr. A. Stimson, Miss K. Williats).
November 5 Mrs. Elizabeth Warburton: `Old Stradbroké'.
November 13 Field Trip: Five historic churches in Adelaide and nearby (leader
Dr. Arnold Hunt, Salisbury C.A.E.).
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These meetings and field trips were well supported by members
and friends of the Society, indicating the growing interest in South
Australian and Australian history. Meetings were held in the State
Library Lecture Theatre.

The Society's Council met each month from February to
November. Again, a number of matters relating to the National Estate
were considered. The Council was pleased to nominate the Kapunda
Historical Society as the recipient of a Commonwealth grant of $1250

for restoration work on the Kapunda Historical Museum, and has
given assistance to other local historical societies. Its policy is to help
such Societies wherever possible. A series of six half -hour radio broadcasts has been prepared for playing on Radio University VL5UV in the
first

half of 1977. The Council is deeply grateful to one of the

Society's members, Miss E. V. Harry, for producing these broadcasts,

to the Bank of Adelaide for its sponsorship of the series and to the
Adelaide College of Advanced Education for its help in production.
It is also grateful to Station 5AA for publicity of the Society's
activities in 1976. The Minister of Education and the South Australian

Government have again given excellent support to the Society's
activities and publishing program by a grant of $500, and it was very
pleasing to welcome Dr. Hopgood to our March meeting and hear his
fine address. The Society was again associated in various ways with the
University of Adelaide's Department of Adult Education, especially
in holding the seminar on "The Mid North of South Australia, Some
Aspects of its History" on September 10 11.
Ably edited by Mr. Craig Campbell, the Newsletter was published
five times during the year. It is intended that the Newsletter should
contain more short articles as well as the usual notices, etc. Some of
the 1975 "Rescuing History" seminar papers have now been published
in the Department of Adult Education's publication "Aspects of South
Australian History", edited by Dr. Derek Whitelock.
The Society's membership is a little less than 300. Perhaps this
is not a high figure, even considering that the Society has been established for only two years. Yet the Society's meetings and field trips
have shown that its activities are of very acceptable quality and augur
well.
R. M. GIBBS
President
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