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opportunities of a different kind, supplying stores and other needs to
farmers, millers,
miners. There were also those who stayed behind
brewers, merchants, mining machinists, speculators, wives and children
all dependent on the flow of metals, money and orders, all awaiting
the next newspaper accounts of a particular mineral field or personal

In the last part of this silver boom George Brookman left his large
King William Street grocery business to devote himself fully to financial

and mining pursuits, in which Adelaide businessmen had long been
interested. The Stock Exchange of Adelaide, a successor to other stock
exchanges, was formed in 1887, and Brookman purchased a seat in it in
1890. His brother, William Gordon Brookman, left the same grocery

details related in letters or messages passed on from relatives and friends
on the fields.

business some years before, and bought into the well -known jam
manufacturer Chance and Co., conducting its operations with some
recklessness until its collapse in 1890. The tortuous insolvency

Perhaps the movement of people from South Australia to other
colonies in the nineteenth century, especially to mining fields, and the
great importance of mining to the colony have been ignored too much in
the writing of South Australian and Australian history. Brian Kennedy,
in his recently published Silver, Sin, and Sixpenny Ale,' has rightly

proceedings dragged on for over a year. By 1893 W. G. Brookman was
forced to scratch on the Glen Taggart gold diggings at Dashwood Gully
with Charles De Rose, whom he had known since childhood days in
Prospect. It was a common pursuit at the time to try one's hand on such
diggings. Successive governments in 1893 -94 encouraged this activity
by supplying men with equipment, rations and miners' rights, though
Brookman and De Rose may have been working without assistance.

drawn attention to the significant role of South Australians in the
development of Broken Hill. Further research may show that South
Australians were prominent on other fields. It may also explain the
impact of mining rushes on South Australia, especially in the last
decades of the century. For many South Australians may not have

They worked a claim known as the Great Boulder, the title of a
successful claim at Teetulpa a few years earlier. First prospects at Glen

remembered the 1890s as the years of the big strikes, the bank crashes
and the federation debate. Their neighbours and their newspapers told
them something else. It was also a golden age, a period when the Golden
West, or the Gilded West, promised them wealth.
South Australians were constantly attracted by alluvial gold finds.
From the 1850s they hoped they might be able to match within South

Taggart were fair, but hard ground, bushfires, heat, flies and lack of
water forced many off the field.4 Brookman and De Rose took only £10
worth of gold for three months of hard work. When a friend rode up and
urged them to go to Western Australia `where the gold sticks out like

raisins in a plum pudding' they were tempted to give it a try.5
George Brookman was at this point instrumental in forming the
Adelaide Prospecting Party, with a capital of £150 rather reluctantly
subscribed, to despatch his brother to the West. The Party arranged to
send with him the experienced prospector Samuel Pearce, of whom it

Australia the discoveries in the eastern colonies. They even asked
Edward Hargraves to the colony to assist in discovering a worthwhile
goldfield on public lands, but his report was gloomy.2 Their best chance
came in 1886, when the Teetulpa field was discovered. The colony was
in the grip of economic depression, and the general feeling was one of
thankfulness that so promising a field should have been opened up at
such a critical juncture in the history of the colony.3 Thousands of
hopeful diggers thronged to the dusty plain, but the gold of Brady's and
Goslin's gullies was hard to win. It was the silver fields of the Barrier
that gave a better chance of success. Yorke Peninsula hard rock miners,
all
Adelaide storekeepers, Kapunda speculators, Laura brewers
found their own ways to exploit the silver fields. In Adelaide there were
other manifestations. Crowds near the Stock Exchange blocked the
pavements while merchants in nearby rooms explored the finer arts of
syndicate and company promotion. Elsewhere others who had never
experienced a mining boom were caught up in the general excitement. A
few agonized over the morality of it all.

5

1

was said (as of that other tough prospector Arthur Bayley, of
Coolgardie fame) that he could smell gold. It was really, as Randolph
Bedford declared, a syndicate of mining amateurs except for Pearce.6

After the two and a half shares each held by W. G. Brookman and
Pearce, the remaining ten shares were divided among business people;

who had reason to doubt success.' While Brookman and Pearce
travelled to Albany on a P. and O. steamer Paddy Hannan made his find
at the future Kalgoorlie. By the time they reached Hannan's Find their
money was dwindling and many leases were already pegged. In rather
despised ironstone country away from the site of Hannan's discovery

Pearce got to work, pegging a mineralized hill a short distance from
their camp. His choice was excellent. On 15 July 1893 W. G. Brookman
reported:
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I came in this morning to secure a protection area 300 yards by 300,
embracing one of the most mineralized hills in the vicinity of the new rush
... we have every indication of having something good in hand. Of course,
it means considerable time and labour to develop and actually ascertain
what the reef and lodes contain; but we have sunk several feet on the main
reef, and all the quartz shows fine gold so far as we have gone. We have
Is

also sunk on one of the leaders, and the result so far is very promising.
Some stone raised (picked) would go 100 oz. to the ton. I am purchasing
dynamite and drills, and hope to get down a considerable depth during the
coming week, and will write at once should we come on coarse gold.8

AI

On 31 July Brookman reported that they had been working day
and night developing the reef, and was glad to report that it improved as
it went down. It was not a patchy reef but had the gold distributed well
through the stone. He hoped to secure a total of forty acres, if they could
dolly out a few ounces of gold to keep them going, for he had not a great
deal of money.9 This was not a strange position for W. G. Brookman.
He made several appeals to the syndicate for money, and the syndicate,

led by George Brookman, was enlarged from fifteen shares to one
hundred, with fifty being offered to the public at £25 each. It was a good
offer. During September 1893 the £25 shares rose rapidly. By the end of
the month they were £220, with rights to a new company, the Ivanhoe

George Brookman.

Gold Mining Co., formed to mine one of the shafts. A major
reconstruction of the syndicate was then made, and a new company, the
Coolgardie Gold Mining and Prospecting Co. (W.A.) Ltd was formed.

Its £5 shares rose early in October to £53 (or equal to £530 for an
original £25 share).'°
The old syndicate had undertaken to put the new company into

`quiet and peaceable possession' of its new property. For the
prospectors, directors and shareholders, most of whom were from

r

Adelaide, things were hardly `quiet and peaceable'. Mining experts who
visited the leases condemned them. Others said they were frauds, and
had been salted with gold. 'Brookman's sheep run', as they were called,

was hardly the basis for optimism. Soon the Lake View and Boulder
East Company was floated in Adelaide, but it took the considerable
personal efforts in London of the Coolgardie Company's chairman,
George Doolette, to float the Great Boulder claims, named after the old
Dash wood Gully claim. The float, however, brought in no new cash,

now desperately needed to pay the men engaged on the leases in

William Gordon Brookman, in better times.

George Philip Doolette.

compliance with the government- imposed labour conditions.
Then there was the problem of getting the first báttery, made by
Forwood, Down and Co. in Adelaide, to the field, though by the end of
1894 George Brookman witnessed in person the satisfactory results of

8
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the first clean -up at the battery. On the field conditions were primitive.
It was no wonder that for those who could tough it out there developed
a certain camaraderie and pride. It became a mark of some distinction
to have been a member of the old Boulder push. The Adelaide group
there, with W. G. Brookman and Charles De Rose, back from Broken
Hill, at its centre, came to know well a cool bough hut built for them by
Fijians on the field. It may have been in that hut that some of the hard
decisions and deals were made. It is difficult to get at the real details of
these, but enough surfaced at a meeting of the Coolgardie Company in

Adelaide in February 1896. W. G. Brookman was accused of

R. M. GIBBS
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changed hands has been something enormous .... Week after week the
number of share transactions increased, week after week the army of
brokers and dealers has been largely augmented, and week after week the

positive nuisance they are to ordinary pedestrians has been growing
greater, until at the present time they simply block the footpath and divert
even vehicular traffic from its proper line on a portion of King William
Street. Hundreds of men, comprising legitimate brokers, `small fry', and

dealers, daily assemble in the immediate neighborhood of the Stock
Exchange, and their presence is a source of great annoyance to ladies
particularly .... On the present occasion gold shares are the principal
consideration, and the business is almost exclusively confined to West
Australian companies.13

It is difficult to assess how much money was exchanged through

purchasing whisky and champagne and entering it in the books of the
Company as `horsefeed'. George Brookman, chairman of the meeting,

the `King William Street totalizator', but it must have been

defended his brother, who was not present. The Company, George
Brookman declared, at some stages hardly knew where to turn for

had already made £10,000 each in commissions alone, and that a
decrease in Savings Bank of South Australia deposits was due to the

money. It was under obligations and it had certain favours to get. When

he went on to say that certain things had to be done to get a mining
exemption for four months there were cries of `Shame' and `No' from
the upright Adelaide shareholders. Amid uproar, the Adelaide

sharebroker Aretas Young rose to pour a little oil on troubled waters.
There were a great many things in the management of companies on the

considerable. It was claimed in October 1895 that several sharebrokers
Western Australian boom.14 The commencement in 1896 of Brookman
Buildings in Grenfell Street, and the grand houses in Edwin Terrace,
Gilberton of George Brookman and Charles De Rose were testimony to

the wealth that the goldfields produced.

fields, he said, that would not bear investigation, and if people were wise
when they had good things they would not enquire too closely whether

it was bran and oats or whisky and champagne they paid for.' 1
By 1896 few shareholders could really complain. The mines now
gave a decisive answer to all those who wondered whether the gold
would live at depth. Reports from the companies told of increased
crushings and new lodes being struck below. A common report from
several of the big companies was `the mine was opening up splendidly'.
And so were the shares. The excitement in Adelaide, the focus of share
dealing in mining stocks, became intense as the good reports flowed
from the West. At the end of 1895 the Advertiser had reported that the
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mania had extended to all classes of the community, and that few
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citizens of a speculative turn of mind were not drawn into the arena. At

balls, at concerts, at luncheon, at dinner, the one absorbing topic of
conversation was shares, and perhaps the most carefully watched items
in the paper were those that appeared under the heading `News from
Kalgoorlie'.12 In May of next year it reported:
otherwise known as the Stock
The King William Street totalizator

has been patronised to an extraordinary extent by
Exchange
speculators during the last few weeks, and the amount of money which has

f

"

A crowd gathering on the footpath outside the Stock Exchange of Adelaide, King William Street,
Adelaide, 1895 or 1896. Note also Comstock Chambers, which housed the formerStock Exchange of
South Australia and in which George Brookman had his office for a time.
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Congregational Church, which still bears Doolette's name on its
foundation stone, that Church's first trustees in 1883 -84 included

Yet the statements about how much wealth individual people made

in the boom are also difficult to verify. Company documents, for

Doolette, J. Miller Anderson, George Brookman and P. A. Howells, all
Coolgardie Company identities ten years later.17 If the old claim is true
that in South Australia a syndicate could be formed in the vestry after
church, then the Golden Mile might have been conceived in Brougham

example, have not survived, especially because of the provision in the

Companies Act exempting a no liability company from having to
furnish an annual return of the names of shareholders.ls Copies, however,

of the Coolgardie Company's registers have survived for the period of
its existence from 1893 to its remarkable voluntary liquidation in 1898,
though the liquidator of the company, Arthur Bristowe, seems to have
used fully the power given to him by shareholders to destroy the books,
accounts and documents of the Company after the liquidation. Despite
the obvious limitations on the usefulness of these registers (such as the

Place or Main North Road, Medindie.
George Brookman undoubtedly knew well many of the Adelaide
sharebrokers who held shares in the Company, especially in its first

years. He was probably responsible in some way for his father
Benjamin's shareholding (it was his father, a printer, who printed the
share certificates for this and other mining companies). At first the

listing of shares in the names of nominees, a practice carried on in
George Brookman's sharebroking business, for example)
Coolgardie Company's registers are instructive.16

11

Company had very few shareholders beyond South Australia, and these
were mostly Melbourne people with small holdings. In country districts
there were shareholders registered at Burra and Aberdeen, but none on
Yorke Peninsula, nor in the South -East, nor over the border in Broken

the

Firstly, the Coolgardie Company's share lists reveal that the
Company was not dominated by South Australia's great pastoral
families or other gentry. Sharebrokers, a bookseller, a merchant, a jam

Hill. By March 1895 some important changes had occurred. After a

manufacturer (Robert McEwin of Houghton, as well as W. G.
Brookman), a doctor and an accountant were among its original

capital reconstruction, the number of shareholders had grown from 207

to 241, though nearly half had only a minimum shareholding. Now
there were more Melbourne shareholders and several in Britain, and
more shares held by Adelaide business people and several Adelaide
doctors. Samuel Pearce had sold his shares, but his wife Mary retained
her large holding. The Company was still small, with only a handful of

proprietors. Later its holders changed somewhat, but it remained more

in the hands of Adelaide merchants than anyone else. Significant
shareholdings were held by W. E. J. Brocksopp, of G. and R. Wills and
Co., and James Marshall, J. W. Porter and William Taylor, of James

large shareholders. By 1896, however, it had 739 shareholders, and 632
in 1897. Drapers, sharebrokers, accountants, `gentlemen' and solicitors
were large holders. There were also quite a few storekeepers, especially
in the northern towns, holding only a small number of shares. Again,

Marshall and Co., the Rundle Street drapers. Probably with other
shareholders such as J. Miller Anderson of Hindley Street and E. W.
Hayward of John Martin and Co. they were well known to Doolette,
once an Adelaide tailor, but now designated `gentleman'. Doolette had

people in the southern districts and the south -east seemed to have

also been in partnership with another large Coolgardie Company
shareholder, Philip Charley, the New South Wales pastoralist who had

once been an original member of the Broken Hill syndicate. David
James, likewise an original Broken Hill syndicate member, was a
shareholder, as was W. R. Wilson, the one -time Port Pirie and Port
Augusta agent who helped to float the Broken Hill Proprietary Co. Was
it Doolette, too, a staunch adherent and lay preacher of the

Congregational denomination in Adelaide, who persuaded the
Reverend Frederick Hastings of Brougham Place Congregational

Church and Mrs Hastings to become shareholders, and the
Congregational clergyman W. P. Jones? In fact the Congregational link

was strong, emphasizing again the influence and importance of this
denomination in colonial South Australia. In the case of the Medindie

1

ignored the company, as did the struggling settlers along the Murray. In
1896 there were more British shareholders, one or two from Holland,
and many more Western Australians. There had been sellers of shares,
too. The three largest sellers were people connected with the Company
since its beginning: one was Mary Pearce, easily the biggest seller and
now probably requiring money for the Stradbroke estate. Another lady,
a much smaller shareholder, had also left the Company's lists. She was

Ada Crossley, the celebrated Gippsland contralto, whose Western
Australian mining interests on the eve of her departure for London were
said to be worth at least £8,000. In England she must have sung blithely
at George Doolette's new Surrey home in June 1896, where she helped
entertain among the avenues of grand old trees, miniature waterfalls,

12
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rose bowers, rustic bridges and the parties of guests who rowed from
end to end of the long, winding lagoon.1S There were interesting women,
nevertheless, to replace her on the Coolgardie Company's lists, such as

Mrs Ellen Thompson, matron of the Adelaide Destitute Asylum, and
the artist Rosa Fiveash.
Of all the new names in 1896 perhaps none catches the eye more
quickly than that of Sir John Forrest, premier of Western Australia.
Before this he had invested around Perth, but was now turning his
attention towards the goldfields, making his private investments at the
same time as he demonstrated his public interest by touring the fields for

the first time. His brother Alexander, formerly mayor of Perth and of

acknowledged business acumen, took a larger shareholding in the
Company. Many years before, both had explored the country in which
gold was now found, but had not discovered it. Sir John later explained:

`A man looking for gold keeps his eyes on the ground, and a man
looking for pastoral country looks ahead. I was looking for pastoral
country, and every man gets what he looks for.'19
Why did people buy shares in the Coolgardie and other mining
companies? It is too easy to say they just wanted to make money, for
there were additional pressures. This was the case with the fourteen

shareholders from Quorn who bought shares in the Coolgardie
Company in the year to March 1896. None had held shares in it before,
and it must have been more than a coincidence that they invested in the
Company in the same year. Except for Mr Matthews, the storekeeper,
who held two hundred shares, all had seventy -five shares or less (four
had ten shares and one had only five). Apart from Matthews the holders
consisted of a railways group, comprising Mr Davidson, an assistant
engineer, Mr Ross, the stationmaster, and Mr Pryor, an engine driver;

two hotel keepers, Mr Renwick and Mr Williams; Mr Thompson,
builder and mayor of Quorn, and Mr Fielding, district foreman; and
finally, a group of town businessmen, Gurner, the draper, Gilbert, the
chemist, Gibbs, the watchmaker, Hughes, the tinsmith, Wurm, the mill
manager and Melville, a clerk. What town rumours, what rush of blood,
brought them all into the Company? It seems that Spencer Kelly, the

R. M. GIBBS
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great deal. Matthews, the storekeeper, told the gathering that Kelly was
one whose advice he had always found practical and on which he could
always rely. Other new Coolgardie Company shareholders paid tribute
to him in speeches and in song, notably Mr Wurm, the mill manager,
who rendered a new version of `The House that Jack built'.20 Perhaps,
then, Spencer Kelly had brought gold fever closer to Quorn, and closer
too to some of those Adelaide Kellys whose names suddenly appeared
in the Coolgardie Company's shareholders lists in 1896 and 1897.
Investing in mining companies such as the Coolgardie Company
remained a favourite occupation of many South Australians during the
1890s. The Broken Hill boom and mining ventures earlier had given
them good practice, and Adelaide became noted as a centre for mining

shares, a reputation which survived strongly after 1900. Even after
London capital began to flow heavily into Western Australian mining
in the mid- 1890s, more than a quarter of the Ivanhoe Company was
owned by Adelaide people, and that company's capital reconstruction
in 1897 brought an additional £125,000 in cash to the city.21 In 1896
70,000 of the 175,000 Great Boulder shares were owned in Adelaide.22
The Lake View Company brought wealth to the city too, although the
Bulletin claimed Britishers had practically diddled the Adelaide people
out of the Lake View.23 Of Adelaide at the time there were the boasts
that it was to that city the mine manager came if he wished to confer

with his directors, that directors came to raise capital, and that
promoters came in the first instance when a new venture was to be
floated.24 But Adelaide was also noted for those promoters who took
large parcels of free shares in ventures, and for those who worked the
market, those whose first question was `How is the market?' rather than
`How is the mine ?'25

In many parts of the colony there were more direct efforts to
participate in the gold boom. Townspeople such as those in Hammond,
Port Germein, Gawler, Renmark, Barunga, Farina and Mount Barker,
and people in Adelaide's suburbs, equipped prospectors and sent them
westwards. There was a simple pattern to the syndicates. A group of
town businessmen were the organizers, forming a syndicate and inviting

manager of the Bank of Adelaide branch in Quorn, could have

local people to subscribe for a limited number of shares in it.

answered that. In October 1895, Kelly could resist the call of the West
no longer, and resigned to go there to become active in the Kalgoorlie or
Coolgardie Stock Exchange. At his farewell, carried out in the typical

Prospectors were engaged, and described in favourable terms where
possible, they were men with reasonable and sometimes quite extensive

style by `a large and representative gathering', the mayor, Mr
Thompson, presided, and said he had come into contact with Kelly a

experience on mining fields. They usually went by ship to Western
Australia, but in one or two cases they made the trip overland, sending
reports back to their base as much as poor communications would
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allow. Money was a constant problem, as it had been for W. G.
Brookman and Sam Pearce, and unless a reef could be found early the
optimism attached to the expedition was invariably lost, and the plant

would be sold and the syndicate disbanded. Often some of the
prospecting party would contract fever, and cost the syndicate a great

R. M. GIBBS
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deal in medical bills, or the camels or horses would die. The prospectors
did not always meet their obligations, or if they did succeed in finding
something the find might be too remote from a recognized centre to
work.
After his initial successes, Sam Pearce was above all these day -today troubles. George Brookman kept his faith in him, using him in the
services of Brookman's Exploration Finance and Gold Mining
Syndicate at Widgiemooltha. There was, understandably, a widespread

reverence for Pearce's ability and accomplishments. When he was to
leave Widgiemooltha for Adelaide in July 1896, 150 miners gathered to
pay tribute and present an address to him. Part of it read:

'

.

We trust that your Woodgemoolha [sic] speculations will at least equal if
not eclipse your previous successes in Westralia, and that Mrs Pearce,

.

your family, and yourself will be long spared in health to enjoy the
competence you have so fairly earned, and that on your return you will
hear the shrill whistle of the battery engine and the everlasting thud of the
stampers, and see the perpetual return of the precious yellow metal from
the crucible as a lasting monument of your indomitable spirit, pluck, and
enterprise.
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The Great Boulder offices in the Victoria Buildings, Grenfeli Street, Adelaide, 1906. Muecke's offices

below are a reminder of the close ties of Adelaide firms with Western Australian gold. One of
Muecke's sons married the singer Ada Crossley.

Mr Pearce made a feeling and grateful response.26
The most direct way to share in the gold boom was simply to go to
the fields alone or with a few mates to look for gold. It was this way that
many chose. Times were tough
to those unemployed and to those
who dreamed of earning more than about three pounds a week in South
Australia, the gold fields were highly attractive. There was another
factor as well. To those who had been on mining fields before, a new
field was always exciting. Fred Blakeley in his book Hard Liberty has
described the feeling as `ringing', the miner's term for the restlessness
one gets when a new field beckons.27 The hopefuls left by ship from Port
Adelaide, joining the large number of diggers coming from the eastern
colonies. Varying estimates of the numbers of those leaving on the
steamers were given, but it appears that a total of nearly 50,000 people
travelled by way of Port Adelaide to Western Australia in 1894 and
1895 alone.28 The steamship companies did good business. Often more
than two hundred passengers travelled in the one ship, most being
herded together in the steerage where extra bunks, three abreast, were
fitted up. The saloon was usually also full, and officers shared cabins to
make room for passengers.29 In January 1896 the Register reported that
eleven vessels were advertised to proceed to Western Australia from
Port Adelaide, The Waroonga was leaving with more than five hundred
passengers.30 The ships had all the noise and smells of early British
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emigrant ships to Australia. Bullocks, sheep and horses were kept
penned up on deck, and a number of ships had a fowlyard. Bakers',
butchers', greengrocers' and fruiterers' carts bringing necessary supplies
lined the wharf before a ship departed, while great quantities of cargo,
much of it destined for the fields themselves, were stowed in the hold.
For the human cargo there was likely to be seasickness ahead, and the
accommodation in the steerage was bitterly complained of. And the sea

voyage was only the first part of the journey. Arrived at Esperance,
Albany or Perth prospective diggers then faced a long trip to the fields.
Some might go part of the way by train or coach, but many walked long
distances, perhaps having their possessions carried by a team (the local
term for this method was `swamping'). The earlier arrivals on the fields
had especially arduous journeys, for the train then went only part way

to Southern Cross, Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie. One digger reported
that at Merredin the train took on a corpse that `had been dead for three
days'. The weather was hot and sultry, and breakdowns occurred every
few miles, so all the trucks except a luggage truck, the brake -van and the
truck containing the corpse were taken oft. Fifty men crowded into the
luggage -van and a hundred into the brake -van. No one rode with the
corpse. The engine finally broke down completely and the driver and
guard had to go on twenty miles to Northam to get help. Another digger
described how his exhilaration at Albany at the thought of getting gold
began to change as he set out on the 250 -300 mile walk from Narrogin to
Coolgardie with some prospectors:
The first few hours pass pleasantly enough, and then the whole business
begins to pall. Fresh from the paved paths of the big cities it is an easy
matter to tire of the rough bush track, for ever winding among the huge
trees which seem to be an exact reproduction of each other, and with an
entire absence of game and an awful silence and sameness everywhere the

West Australian bush has no enchanting features. The surroundings

oppress one terribly. A falling leaf is an event to startle you if you happen
to get away from the rumble of the waggon; conversation seems out of
place in such a vast wilderness of wood and quiet.

By evening of each day he had had enough:
Footsore and weary, we'll away to bed, and in the comforting arms of
Somnus we'll forget all about our experiences ... our wet skins, hard

resting places, rough travelling, and badly baked damper, and pull
ourselves together for a fresh start in the morning.31

`A fresh start in the morning' those words seem to sum up many
of the feelings and hopes of people after a long day en route. For those
who went overland from South Australia there had to be many fresh
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starts. Some who went that way were undoubtedly used to such
happenings, for they were northern people accustomed to bush life.
From Oodnadatta, Farina, Hawker, Quorn and Port Augusta different
parties set out, representing syndicates or travelling in small private
groups. Others were more cautious, first writing to newspapers to check
the nature of the overland track and receiving their replies in `Notices to

Correspondents'. Teams of horses and camels were used, the horses
carting heavily -laden wagons or buggies. Writing from the Nullarbor
Plains in 1894 a correspondent reported that thirteen people from
Hawker men, women and children had been camped by the track
for a week, afraid to move with their wagons and twenty -two horses
until rain came. He added that it was surely madness to do it with
horses, for the east -west track was suitable only for camels.32 Teamsters

nevertheless made the journey, despite the patchy feed and water
problems. Sennet and Fox from Oodnadatta were typical, arriving at
Esperance in October 1896 after a five - month, 1600 mile journey.33
Another who went overland, walking much of the way, saw scores of
men in Western Australia on their way to the goldfields. He recorded:
[They] were using every conceivable means of locomotion. Some got the
teamsters to carry their swags, while they walked alongside the waggons.
Others had pack horses, and some had what is called a `one - wheeler cart'.
The wheel is `fixed underneath', and in the centre of a frame or miniature
platform. The goods and swags are placed on the latter, four men, one at
each corner, take hold, and away she goes. Some carry their swags on their

backs, but the strangest contrivance I saw was that of a man who was
pushing an ordinary beer cask in front of him. He had rigged it up to
resemble a miniature road roller. His goods were on the top, and he was in
the shafts. I met him going up a sandhill, and poor beggar I did pity him ... .

Several other adventurous creatures take their goods upon wheelbarrows,
and it is awfully heavy work navigating that sand.34

Those who made their way best by land were those with camels.
Camels were also sent by ship; Elder Smith and Co., for example, sent a
large consignment, plus their Afghan attendants, to Western Australia

on the New Guinea in 1895,35 but large teams left from or passed
through the settlements in northern South Australia. Afghans were
often, but not always, with these teams. From South Australia there
were Aesop Abdullah, a well known wrestler, and Tagh and Faiz
Mahomet, who took over hundreds of camels. Tagh Mahomet was
destined to be murdered by a fellow countryman at Coolgardie. There
was also David Lindsay, born in Goolwa and already an accomplished
explorer, now off to start a camel transport business on the goldfields
and to become a stockholder and mining promoter. The camels could
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travel the dry stages across the Bight, sometimes passing team after
team of horses stranded for want of water, or passing a man of 70
stranded at Roberts Bore after walking from Port Augusta, or two
Germans who had left Birdsville eighteen months before and had now
begun to argue bitterly with each other.36 The monotony of the track
must have told on them, as it did with the four members of a northern
syndicate among whom were musicians who lost all inclination to play,
and who would not even pass the time with a game of crib or draughts.37
The occasional cyclist who rode the overland track may have felt the
same way.
Having reached the fields, the new digger found other problems.

Food was very expensive, and prospective diggers were constantly
advised not to come unless they could afford the high prices from prior
savings. Water was a major problem. In October 1893 the supply for
two thousand men at Hannan's was being obtained from wheel tracks
along the road and two or three small waterholes ten miles away. The
water was a sickening fluid, teeming with all kinds of insect life, and was
doled out to the diggers at from sixpence to a shilling a gallon.38 Until
the pipeline went in, the water supply remained a continuing problem
for everyone at Kalgoorlie, including the companies which needed it in
increasing amounts. Housing was primitive. Some brought tents to the
fields, but many relied on hessian or bough houses for a considerable
time. After two or three years, more men found work in the mines, and
for those on night shift and trying to sleep in the day conditions were
arduous. As if this were not enough, there was the constant menace of
typhoid. The early newspapers in Kalgoorlie were anxious to point out

how healthy Kalgoorlie was compared with many other places, and
there was some truth in that, for people in its hospital often came there
from the fields further out. But there was typhoid in Kalgoorlie, too,
and many South Australians contracted it. Professor Ralph Tate's son
he
George died there from it in 1896. So did Charles Shand in 1897
had earlier been involved with the Caledonian Brewery in Eastwood,
and then worked for the South Australian Brewing Co. at Laura and
Port Augusta, before his two -month existence on the fields. A mourner
at his funeral was J. H. Shickel, also from the Caledonian Brewery, and
now part -owner of the Kalgoorlie brewery. Three months later he too
was dead, from typhoid and pneumonia, on the second anniversary of
he had typhoid three
his wedding.39 Charlie De Rose was luckier
times in three years at Kalgoorlie, and pulled through while others died.

Another who survived was Edwin M. Jolly, who wrote a letter of
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reminiscence to De Rose in 1953: `I was unfortunate', he said, `to get
Typhoid Fever in '97 and my Father put me in a Wheel Barrow and
pushed me along down to Sister Veronica['s] Canvas Hospital .... I
remember the dust storms would almost choke you, the dust would
enter the Hospital in great clouds all tin milk in those days there were
plenty of deaths whilst I was there but I managed to pull through. The
Hospital Expences was high'.40
South Australians who took ill came to know the care of Miss
Way, matron of the Kalgoorlie Hospital in the 1890s. She was an
Adelaide nurse, daughter of Dr E. W. Way, and thus a niece of Sir
Samuel Way. In 1896 she contracted typhoid, and her parents went to
Kalgoorlie to care for her. While her daughter was recovering, her
mother helped in the hospital, then both went back to Adelaide. Matron
Way returned to the hospital after convalescence. Dr Way took the
opportunity to inspect the mines in Kalgoorlie; it seems he had financial
interests in them, like another visitor, Dr J. A. G. Hamilton, an original
Adelaide Prospecting Party member.41 South Australian doctors set up
practice at Kalgoorlie, and nurses went to Kalgoorlie and other towns,
Nurse Nugent for example, becoming matron at Norseman.42
People needed good health at Kalgoorlie, for it was a hard life.
The digger found this out in the early alluvial days. One demanding
method of looking for gold was to allow the fine, dry material to fall
from a dish above the shoulder into another dish, the wind taking off the
dust. An observer said a man often became a pillar of red sand in this
process. After other shakings, rubbings and throwings, he would almost
bury his face in the dish and search with keen and well- trained eyes for
the precious material. Then there were other operations, such as digging
and carting, to perform. Men had to be tough. Very few of the riff -raff
from the cities, an Adelaide reporter declared, found their way to the
gold rush. Diggers had generally knocked about a bit.43 They had to be
able to sleep in their own dirty clothes, and go hungry and thirsty, too. It
helped to have money in one's pocket; for want of it one Adelaide man
suicided in the town.44 Pleasures for those with some money could be
had in Kalgoorlie at the sly grog shops or in the Japanese brothels; for
men in the camp, pleasures were simple and came at the end of the hard
day, as outlined in a letter sent to a young lady in Adelaide from her
brother:
I will give you an account of how things go with us at Hannan's. We have
got two tents up in a nice shady spot near Mr Brookman's camp. It is right
in a gully between the big ironstone hills, and the whole place is thickly
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covered with trees. An old mopoke usually comes and sits in a big dead
tree a few yards away every night, and gives us a fine concert. He does not
seem to mind revolver shots in the slightest. Ants form a part of our daily
food, and flies are numerous. We killed a 6 ft. snake about five yards from
the tent the other night. We sleep on the ground, or rather on a carpet of
leaves with a beautiful aromatic odour. The only thing A. doesn't like is
that the ants crawl over his face at night. The daily programme is as
Rise daily about 5.30 and make breakfast (we take turns at
follows:
this). The meal is generally porridge, tea, damper, jam, and bacon or
tinned meat. Now and then one of us makes a strong culinary effort, and
concocts something that nearly poisons us. After breakfast we proceed
either to prospect or down to our shaft, where we dig and delve for the
precious metal. For the first two days one man would graft for half an
hour and then lie out straight on the ground and take the kink out of his
back, while another man stepped into his place to repeat the performance
half an hour later. The best part of the day is the evening, when there are
no flies to torment, and we are taking `prospects' of the day's work, and see
the lovely little golden rim around the dish, with now and then a little
nuggety bit. We sit round the fire after tea and the daily wash, and tell
yarns and recite poetry.45
The real trouble for the diggers was that so few got gold. Men were

often quiet about what they found, but one estimate made in the early
days of the Kalgoorlie rush was that only about ten per cent were getting

21

-

.

T,

.,*?

41' a ,

#,

..

'F

E

V

i

1

!

.-4-...

I6..

J

il

t,
4
I

r

I

t-7

Çk

I

1

The four o'clock shift 'going on' at the Great Boulder Mine, 1896.

payable gold. The fields were not good alluvial, and in a year or so it was
the reefing companies, not the individual diggers, who held the clue to
Kalgoorlie's future. The diggers had written letters back to home towns
warning others not to come, or at least to wait awhile. Moonta people
read these often, but it took a long while before the truth about the fields
was taken to heart. When the shafts of the big mines went down to 100

and 200 feet, the big question about whether the mines would live at
depth was superbly answered by the results of the crushings. Those who
sought gold at Kalgoorlie knew that the big London interests now had
it. The South Australian digger had no real future there.
There were, however, alternative ways to profit from the fields.
One of the most obvious was to find work on them. For young men
from Yorke Peninsula, Kalgoorlie became something of a magnet,
despite those warnings from the fields about men coming over too soon.
They got the chance to earn £4 a week, while at home on the depressed
copper fields of the Peninsula they could earn only five shillings a day.
Experienced men went over, too, especially in 1896, joining the Cornish
mining captains and foremen who got good jobs in the mines. The
Moonta men returned home at Christmas, when labour exemptions
applied, then returned to the West with more of their fellows who were
the
attracted by the stories and by the sight of the `yellow boys'
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which the miners had with them.46 One correspondent in
sovereigns
the Moonta Peoples' Weekly saw something bountiful in it all he saw
Providence opening up a way whereby the poor Yorke Peninsula miner
could be freed from the clutches of those vultures who were seeking to

Adelaide lost its former mayor, James Shaw, to the fields, where he
became the first mayor of Coolgardie. At the dinners and socials
farewelling people, there was genuine regret at their leaving and
expressions of loss. The jovial mayor of Port Augusta was moved to

eat out his very life. What was a loss to the district might be a gain to

write a poem, which he read during one of the farewells to a young man

those who left.47 The paper itself declared men on the fields would send
money home to their families, which would result in more being spent in
the district than if they had stayed.48 There was good reason to believe

this, for Western Australian money order figures showed that a good
proportion of wages earned on the fields was sent eastwards.
In Kapunda and Burra, which by the 1890s were former mining
towns, the progress of the new El Dorado was carefully watched. The
Kapunda Institute in 1893 added the Western Australian newspaper the
Inquirer to its reading room, while people in Burra could inspect a new

Western Australian handbook at the offices of the Burra Record:"
Both towns knew the shuffling groups of unemployed in their midst. In
Kapunda there was an acknowledgement that there was nothing to keep
young fellows in the town; in Burra there was a sigh of relief when the
labour market was relieved by the exodus to the West.50
Far off in the South East, people were also drawn by the favourable
reports from Kalgoorlie and elsewhere. In April 1894 a dozen men left
Naracoorte in one week, and more were preparing to follow. There were

similar happenings in Mount Gambier at the same time. Many from
there who went to the West did not trouble the diggings; they went into
business, or got work at their trades or employment on the Eastern
extension railway. In Kingston, where things were gloomier, there was
talk of men proceeding to the Western goldfields, but few could raise the
necessary funds to give them a chance of success.51
The exodus to the West may have given people opportunities, but it
also removed many who had much to contribute to the life of their own
communities. When James Gregor left Kapunda in 1893, people came
from Adelaide and nearby towns to farewell him. They gave him a gold
watch, for he had done much for the town. He had organized several of
its social occasions, and had been the indefatigable secretary of its early
closing movement. Its football, tennis and cricket clubs, and its literary

society, would all miss him. It was remarked that it was a matter of
profound regret that a gentleman of such sterling worth should feel
obliged to leave the colony to seek employment.52 When the Messrs
Hoad, enthusiastic entrepreneurs in several spheres, left Mannum, they

took with them energies that their district could still have used.53

in 1897, while at another to the same man, the young ladies of the
Catholic Girls' Friendly Society, according to a reporter, took part in
`dancing and other fun' till nearly 2.00 a.m.54
Yet many South Australians seem to have looked forward to the
excitement and opportunity of the fields rather than the deprivation of
their former communities. In Kalgoorlie, Charles De Rose made this
clear at a welcome in 1896 to Arthur Bristowe, the Adelaide secretary of
some of the biggest companies on the field. De Rose declared at the
gathering that they were all very glad to see Mr Bristowe among them,
and hoped he would realise the £20,000 a year and a park for which all
present were striving. At this, the gathering cheered. Two months later,
after his third attack of typhoid, De Rose was given a farewell before
leaving for Adelaide and then London. At it he responded to the toast
by saying he had worked like a horse for years, not for the sake of
philanthropy, but with a view to making a fortune. This he had done
while making the fortunes of many others, and he was proud of it.55
Others were less public about their motives. Some obviously were

attracted by opportunities to use their knowledge of mining and
minerals. J. J. East left his position as a lecturer at the School of Mines
and became prominent on the fields; J. V. Parkes was a former South
Australian Inspector of Mines who was appointed manager of a mine
on the Golden Mile. The Port Pirie smelters also lost good men, a fate
shared with Broken Hill. Then there were those who saw business
opportunities in Kalgoorlie and its vicinity. The brewers have already
been mentioned: they went about their work of building a brewery at
Kalgoorlie while a South Australian minister railed against the evils of
drink in a church nearby.56 E. H. Klapproth, an expert soapmaker from
Bendigo and Hindmarsh, set up a soapworks in Kalgoorlie, while A.
Betschartt, an old Kapunda man who had wandered for a year or two
prospecting in the West before settling at Kalgoorlie, took up again the
cool drink business he had plied so well at Silverton and Broken Hill.57
Charles Kingston's former law partner, R. W. Hall, set up on the fields;

nearby, P. T. Hill, a certificated teacher from South Australia,

conducted the state school in the Wesleyan Church.58 Veterinarians and
hairdressers, clergymen and the former commissioner of public works
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all left South Australia to establish themselves in various ways.

Journalists were an important group. The Hockings from Mt Barker
bought the business of the Kalgoorlie Miner and Western Argus, and
John Kirwan, later parliamentarian and knight, went from the Port
Augusta Dispatch to become their influential editor. One who worked
with Kirwan was Hal Colebatch, educated at Goolwa and later premier
of Western Australia. Like other journalists there, such as A. G. `Smiler'
Hales, Colebatch had put in his time at Broken Hill. The western
goldfields called many who had served their time in business on other
fields.

Of course many businessmen who went were visitors only. The
Gawler mining machine engineers and Adelaide wine merchants were

typical of people who went regularly to solicit orders for their firms. The
mining machinery trade from South Australia to the West was of great
importance and value. Some business people, such as the colourful A.

W. Dobbie, combined normal activities with gold interests. One

suspects that George Giffen, who according to South Australians at the
time was the greatest cricketer in the world, may have done that too. He
played cricket in Kalgoorlie, but his brother had interests in an Adelaide

Hills gold mine. George Giffen took samples from that mine to
England, and a contemporary opinion was that when he was not
required to knock up a century or bowl out opponents, he would
doubtless be found haunting the corridors of the London Stock
Exchange.S9 It is hard to know what to make of another man, E. H.
Derrington. He had once been a minister of the Crown in South

Australia, and a vehement journalist there. At Kalgoorlie he presided at
one of the festivities at the opening of a Wesleyan Church in 1896, but
before this he wandered about the goldfields with a piece of copper wire
in his hands, claiming to be able to locate reefs of gold. At the Hit or

Miss Mine, he was a sensation, clearly scoring hits. He gave a
convincing practical demonstration at the White Feather Stock
Exchange of his powers in this respect, and followed it with an

exhibition of mesmerism. The chairman remarked that Mr Derrington
had not made enough of his skill, but it was said that he was giving entire
satisfaction to leaseholders nearby.60
From the available evidence, the fields were dominated by the
activities of males, and it is hard to find mention of women on the fields.
One factor should be remembered. Comparatively few women came on

to the fields to live until after the railway was pushed through to

Kalgoorlie in 1896. Kalgoorlie then began to assume a more permanent
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and less frontier appearance, and miners brought their wives and
children to live there. Before this the presence of women was chiefly
noted at race meetings and on a few other special occasions. One South
Australian pointed out at the beginning of 1896 why women were not
encouraged to come:
One of the most serious drawbacks to settling in the West for a married
man is the practical impossibility at present of bringing his family with

him, and consequently he has to bear the cost of maintaining two
households. If it is decided to settle in Perth the trouble of getting house
accommodation is very great, and the expense of living is excessive. As
regards the goldfields, any man would hesitate before taking his wife and
family there. The trouble with water
or rather without
with dust,
with flies, and through the lack of milk and vegetables, are all important
factors to be considered. The risk of sickness, too, is great and most of the
women and children I have seen there look ill, dejected, and unhappy.
Send a child out to play on a thousand -acre dust heap with ten flies round
each eye and three empty jam tins to rattle with a stick and you have life
in the western goldfields for it. Set a woman chasing the dust all day with a
pan and a brush in a Hessian house, as hot as Hades; cooking the dinner at
an open fireplace, with a willy -willy coming along every now and then, and

blowing all the ashes into the fryingpan; and water so scarce that the
clothes are all discoloured and her best frock spoilt with the dirt, and no
room to move in, and no place to put anything in, or to hang anything up
and see if she does not say within three months that she wishes she were
back in Adelaide; and see if you do not heave a sigh of relief, and reply
`Well, I really think you had better go.'61

Of those South Australian women who did go to the fields, there
are one or two moving accounts of their tribulations there. One whose
husband was the manager of the Boulder Perseverance Mine lost two
infants in a little over a year. She grieved terribly and felt so rebellious
that she said she would never be happy again. The family returned to
South Australia before the next baby was born.62 Clearly not all women
had the good luck of that English aristocrat, the Hon. Mrs Candy, who
made a large sum on the goldfields from her mining ventures.
A final group to consider are the South Australian parliamentarians
of the day. Their behaviour seems somewhat extraordinary, until we
remember that politicians attended to their own business affairs more
closely than would be expected now. Even then, it was a cause for
concern that the parliamentarians of the 1890s devoted so much time to
mining concerns. They were much involved, from the premier Kingston
downwards, in the Angipena goldfield in northern South Australia. They
were directors of companies associated with the Golden Mile and mines
on other fields, and there seemed no questions of conflict of interest, or
of time devoted to their financial pursuits, that worried them. It appears
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that Kingston early got into the syndicates with finds at Niagara, Black
Flag and Menzies in Western Australia, and that his share of the sale of

restrictions on his ability to visit the fields and profit from them.65

the properties to British interests was just under £33,000. He visited
mining may have
Western Australia in 1894 on `private business'
been the reason. Kingston had had mining interests and leases going
back to Silverton days.63 Sir John Downer and Sir Richard Baker held
Kalgoorlie company directorships, as did several others. In elections,
candidates told their constituents about good South Australian mines,
but themselves invested in Western Australian ones. They visited the
fields often. There is at least one case of free shares being offered to a
parliamentarian. Two parliamentarians made especially merry. One

discoveries of gold in the West during the 1890s. One had only to visit
Port Adelaide to see the men and goods being despatched to notice that.

was Mr Wharton White, member for Light. He went to the fields to look
about, travelling extensively by camel. In March 1894 he wrote to Sir
Jenkin Coles, Speaker in the Assembly: `You must excuse this scrawl, as
I am writing by a flickering candle in a glass bottle on the bottom of a
tinplate. I have received only one letter, and no papers, until today since
December 9 ....' At Kurnalpi he stayed to take up a claim in a gully from
which he got 15 oz to 45 oz of gold a day. In May his party was reported
on its way back to Adelaide with 147 oz of gold. Adelaide could not hold

him. Though undecided whether to resign his seat, he determined to
head back to the fields, planning, like the former drover he was, to take
some sheep with him to give the diggers a treat.ó4 No less enterprising
was Vaiben Louis Solomon. Late in the 1890s he was to become premier

Many South Australians thus owed a great deal to the new

George Brookman in his later parliamentary days liked to remind
others of that activity at the port, as an example of what mining
enterprise could do for South Australia. He could have mentioned

another activity at Port Adelaide in which he had become very

interested
the production of electricity. By 1897 he had invested in
the South Australian Electric Light and Motive Power Company, from
which grew the Adelaide Electric Supply Company. He became an
active director in these and other companies. Kalgoorlie gold helped

him and his associates in these ventures, and led people at Burra to
believe that he might re -open the `monster mine' there. In 1903 he even

launched a new Adelaide Prospecting Syndicate to search for gold
again, though it met with no success.66
The boom had important consequences in other ways as well.
Artists visited the West, while money from the Golden Mile enabled
patrdns of art to emerge in Adelaide. Charles De Rose was one of the
four men whose sponsorship enabled Hans Heysen to study overseas,

business and journalism in the Northern Territory. The western
goldfields seemed made for him. By 1894 he had compiled and
published in Adelaide a book on the goldfields, entitled Guide to

and many paintings were bought by others with money from mining. In
this, as in other things, it seemed to be Broken Hill all over again, in the
George McCulloch and Philip Charley tradition of purchase and
sponsorship of art. De Rose, the two Brookmans, especially W. G., Sam
Pearce and others spent considerable sums on Victorian furnishings as
well, and their homes revealed what gold could buy. Yet their wealth
was not easy to keep. W. G. Brookman, who by 1896 derived a very
large income from mining directorships and promotions, had extensive

Western Australia and its Goldfields, showing routes and camping
places and distances between waters and complete mining laws and

furnished Perth mansion called The Great Boulder. He was elected in

and treasurer of South Australia, and was elected to the first
Commonwealth Parliament in 1901. Earlier he had made his mark in

property interests in Western Australia, including a magnificently

had the misfortune to fall to the bottom of a tank at the rear of the

his absence to the Legislative Council there, and after a stormy
campaign became Mayor of Perth. Before long his troubled private
affairs, including dissension with his brother George, began to
undermine the public image. His last years were a sad decline. He was

auction mart during its construction, an incident perhaps unfortunately
appropriate because Solomon's buildings were the setting for the first

involved in a financial collapse in London and the woman he loved left
him in 1902. He drifted in other states and New Zealand for some time,

theatrical performance on the goldfields. Solomon was also on the
boards of gold mining companies, while in 1895 he was credited with

and then returned to his father's house on Prospect Road, Adelaide,
where he died, a broken and ruined man, in 1910. De Rose lost a huge

making thousands of pounds from speculation in the shares of Western
Australian mines. Being a parliamentarian seemed to impose no great

amount, too. The man who had once withdrawn £140 from an Adelaide
building society to buy an interest in the original Broken Hill Pty. Co.,

regulations relating to gold mining. He was a principal in the Kalgoorlie

Brewing and Ice Company and the Kalgoorlie Brick Company, and
built a store, auction mart and offices in Hannan Street. Two gentlemen
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but sold out in a temporary slump, had his chances again at Kalgoorlie,
but failed to hold his money. He was philosophical, nevertheless he
reasoned he would not have lived so long (he died in 1957 aged 95) if he
had made his £8 million by holding his original investments. Like the
true speculator and optimist that he was, he enjoyed his flutters on the
stock exchange almost to the end, and said that watching the share.

h,
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market prices in the Advertiser was like a daily tonic which helped him
to feel much younger than his years.ó7
The gold rush days left other individual casualties as well. A mayor
of Adelaide hid for years the indiscretions which mining speculations
had prompted, until nemesis overcame him and he went to gao1.68
Standards of public morality, as Adelaide clergymen preached at the
height of the boom, suffered in such periods of excitement and
opportunity. The press also thundered from time to time about the
dangers of the boom. Donald Campbell, the able editor of the Millicent
Times, wrote trenchantly about South Australia's involvement in the
West:

r,
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South Australia has kept decently clear of horse racing and the monster
sweep mania; and the land boom of fifteen years ago, coupled with the
uncertain tenure threatened by the drastic land legislation of later times,
have caused her to sicken on real property speculation. Mining drunks are
South Australia's speciality. She exploited Broken Hill, monopolized
Baker's Creek, put a large finger into the pie at Charter's Towers,
Croydon, and Gympie, and has also in the meantime worked up many
spasmodic but one -horse gold mining booms within her own territory.
Every time she has dropped with more or less hideous ruin down to
bottomless perdition, there to dwell until the next syndicator came along
with a wild -cat scheme of sufficient dimensions and a prospectus
containing enough brass -bound perjury to tempt her into a new swim. It
has all cost a pile of money. An annual wheat yield of fourteen million
bushels and a wool crop, gathered from the tropics to close upon the
Antarctic Circle and along that one -time squatters' paradise, the Darling
River, have been largely poured back into the earth through holes where a
Chinese fossicker would scarcely look for subsistence. Now there is good

1
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reason to expect that South Australia is about to fall into the West
Australian soup as hopelessly as she has done heretofore.ó9
.r... .si.®._,..,

Many South Australians would have profited had they taken that
warning to heart. They could then have forgotten the 189Os and the
problems that period brought to them. Yet there were some who did not
want to forget those tough but sometimes glorious days on the gold fields.

They were very conscious that they were making history, and at

T
Brookman Buildings, Grenfell Street, Adelaide, 1920. The top two floors were additional to the
original building.

Kalgoorlie very early hastened to hold reunions of the men of '93 and
'94. There were simple pleasures to recall, too: the men of the Moonta
camp oil the fields singing or playing cricket, the gathering of old
Norwood boys to celebrate with a glass of liquid cheer and a cigar or
pipe, and the exhilaration of the bicycle or camel races (at one of which
the shouts of the crowd made the leading camel lie down). These things
were better to recall than the rush to the Siberia field when water gave
out and men died on the road, better than the shooting of Aborigines in

f
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which some South Australians were implicated, better than camping
penniless on the banks of the Swan down in Perth when the gold had
recollection
given out and there seemed no future. To the historian the
1890s
and, more
of all those scenes may give new insights into theAustralian and an

16.

17.

broadly, into what it was like to be a South

appropriate is the
Australian at that time. It may also reveal just how
of the City of
crest of a miner's pick at the top of the coat of arms
episode
Australians
generally
the
whole
Adelaide. To latter day South
aspirations
were
fulfilled
and
may seem to be the real Poseidon, when
the
wealth
of
the
the colony and state did gain extensive benefits from
West.
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ERIC RICHARDS*

The Highlanders who came to Australia in the nineteenth century were

mostly outcasts of a peasant society crumbling away on the very

periphery of the British world. The distinction between Highland and
Lowland Scots had not diminished: it was a cultural, economic and
linguistic difference which became more pronounced with the
industrialisation of the Lowlands at the end of the eighteenth century.
Both sorts of Scots came to Australia as part of the great exodus to
many parts of the British Empire. Scotland, in relative terms, has
probably lost a higher proportion of its people through emigration than
any other European country. Many, of course, came to South Australia
and their contribution to the making of the colony remains palpable in
many of its institutions. Most of the Scots who came were LowIanders,
from the central industrial belt of Scotland, and from the modernised
agricultural counties south of the Highland line. Their reputation was
high and they were widely considered the best type of emigrants. Less
well known were the smaller contingents of Highlanders who arrived in
harsher circumstances, mainly in the 1850s, and whose experience as
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migrants is the subject of this paper. For most of these people the
migration to the colony of South Australia was a second, even a third,
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tragedy to add to the personal catastrophes which had already

overwhelmed them in their homeland. Devastation and confusion in

Scotland was followed by destitution and humiliation in South
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little chance of attaining a comfortable life in the north of Scotland. The
old semi - communal economy and society was, by 1800, in the middle
stages of decline; it was being replaced by commercial agriculture and
sheep- farming. The old system of peasant farming, together with its
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There were two main types of migrant to Australia from the
Scottish Highlands. Both reflected the worsening circumstances of
economic life and opportunities in the north of Scotland in the early
19th century. The first type was comparatively well placed usually
men of capital, often able to migrate with servants and kinsmen, and
wealthy enough to buy land and stock in the colony. These men were
from the middle and upper strata of the old society of the Highlands,
men whose status in the Highlands had been eroded, or who could see
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Australia. The fact that some survived and prospered is a tribute to their
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below chieftain, especially the tacksman class, were without a function;
effectively they had been rendered redundant by economic and social
change. Many had already left the Highlands for America, England,
and by the 1820s, for Australia. In a similar position were the younger

sons of the landlord class, men who could see little opportunity for
advancement in the Highlands; so also were those who had served in the
regiments in the Napoleonic Wars and had returned to the Highlands to
find little respect paid to military or clan status. Australia received
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quite unable to sustain the financial burdens placed upon them
burdens such as aristocratic prodigality, generations of accumulated
debt, and peasant populations which required repeated relief from the

25 km

The Scottish Highlands.

many half -pay officers from the Highlands who were able to set
themselves up with greater independence in the colonies. Among these
better - heeled Highlanders, there was a small sprinkling of clan chiefs
whose emigration represented the final abdication of the old system in
the Highlands. Many of the old patriarchal families in the Highlands
were able to convert their estates to sheep farming and reap very
lucrative rental increases. But some estates were extremely poor and

Campbeltown

famines which descended upon them in each of the decades of the 19th
century. In these circumstances some chieftains simply sold out their
estates and tried to re- establish themselves elsewhere, even Australia.
There was an element of desperation in this flight of chieftains from the
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Highlands, and most of them were never able to recover their lost status
and simply dissolved into the colonial population.

Much more desperate was the plight of the second type of
Highland migrant to Australia the numerically much larger group of
people who may be regarded as refugees from the Highlands. These
were a destitute peasantry who could only reach Australia by charity or
by credit. Their circumstances were most similar to those of the Irish in
the mid 19th century. The context from whence they came was bleak.
After 1815 the Highlands, especially in the west, was one of the most
chronically depressed areas of the British economy. Most of the old
sources of income had collapsed: the cattle trade was in decline, kelp

and fishing were depressed, the old domestic industries broken by
southern competition. At the same time the landlords were converting

most of the territory of the Highlands into sheepfarms and either
sweeping the people to new settlements on the coast, or clearing them

out altogether. Employment opportunities declined still further.
Meanwhile population continued to grow and the people became
increasingly dependent on the unreliable potato. This was the classic

a declining economy and an
pattern making for catastrophe
expanding population vulnerable to subsistence crisis. Famine and
extreme privation occurred at various moments in the nineteenth
century and was particularly savage in its effects on the congested
population on the west coast of the Highlands and in the islands of the
Hebrides. The worst famines were in 1836 -7 and in 1847 -51, which was

the Highland equivalent of the terrible events in Ireland. Famine is the
most brutal `push' force in international migration and the Australian
colonies received Highlands refugees from both famines, mainly in the

periods 1837 -41 and 1851 -56. In both phases the emigration was
associated with two other pressures. One was the eagerness of many
landlords to get rid of these people who were burdens on their estates,
i.e. by clearances; the other was the philanthropic effort made by many
people (not excluding some landlords) to help the destitute Highlanders
to emigrate from seemingly hopeless economic circumstances. The

Highland Scots who arrived in South Australia in the 1850s were
familiar with boih landlord eviction and public charity.
The Highland migrants, therefore, came from an economy and

society in the throes of great strain: from a Malthusian crisis
superimposed upon a long term economic decline. South Australia was

the reverse: an expanding economy that required more labour and
capital than could be generated locally. The Highland Scots were a
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small but not untypical part of the great exodus from the overpopulated
fringes of Western Europe in the mid -19th century, refugees from
the readjustment of the European economy.
II

In each of the Australian colonies there was a fair sprinkling of

Highland Scots of substantial means, men with some capital who paid
their own passages and set up a new independence in Australia. They
were particularly attracted by the belief that a family's fortunes could be
founded or retrieved in the Antipodes. Almost all the regional histories
of Australia provide examples of these Highland pioneers. For

example, in East Gippsland, at Bairnsdale, the community was

dominated by a group of Highland graziers and patriarchs known as
McMillan's `Highland Brigade'. They were led by Angus McMillan of
Glenbrittle in Skye who migrated in 1837, paying his own expensive
passage, and settled as a large pastoralist among previous migrants
from Skye. They saw their task as a great mission to civilise and colonise
southern Australia
McMillan said he was `only an instrument in the
hands of the Almighty', and it was he who led retributive attacks on
Aboriginals who wrought a terrible and murderous revenge.2
South Australia was particularly advertised to attract such men of
means, respectable people of middling incomes who were feeling the
pinch of economic circumstances. In 1834 there were many enquiries
regarding land grants to officers in South Australia. Colin Campbell, of
Lochbuie in Mull, expressed the feelings of many of such people in a
letter he wrote from Oban in April 1839 about his prospective migration
to South Australia. Campbell saw his future thus:
Here [in Mull] we cannot live tho' suffering severe privations, occasioning

trouble to our friends. No doubt we must suffer hardships at the
commencement where we are going but by care and frugality we expect to
get forward, and the children who are a burden to us here, will be of the
greatest benefit to themselves and us in that Colony.

Campbell apparently borrowed money with the help of relatives in
order to buy land from the South Australian Colonization
Commissioners.3 This was one way of disembarrassing a family of
surplus relatives in the 1830s. Angus Maclaine of Ardtornish in South
Australia used to write back to Iona in Scotland to stress the need for
hard work for any Highlander in South Australia. He told one that `If
Alexander, your brother, comes here let him forget all the habits of
India. Here he must look sharp after every sixpence live roughly, do
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everything for himself that the boys do for you in Iona, at least he need
not look for personal attendance. Yet if he possesses a high spirit he will

learn to like the country well. All who resolve to be so can gain an
independence here'.4 This was a clear case of the footloose Highlander
looking for `an independence'. The brothers Scott, John and Charles,
described as `sturdy Highlanders', arrived from Scotland in 1838 and
carved a fortune in the Tatiara district. They probably possessed initial
capital to buy land and stock, but their success owed as much to the
great perseverance and energy which motivated men of this
background. In the same area settled also the Macleod brothers, of
whom John was described as the eleventh chief of Raasay, of the clan
Torquile. His career pattern was in the familiar mould: it seems that he
had been an officer in the 78th Highlanders, a widower who had sold up

his Scottish estates and, joined by his younger brother, set up at
Nalang.5
While a family fortune might be rescued in these ways it was never

possible to replicate in the colony the clan community that had been
relinquished by the migration from the Highlands. One effort of this
sort, in South Australia, appears to have been given very serious
consideration, though the details now are lost. I refer to the Poltalloch
Station on Lake Alexandrina. The name derives from an estate owned
by the Malcolm family in Argyllshire. Neil Malcolm inherited the
Scottish estate in 1837 and two years later he paid £4,000 for special
survey in the colony of South Australia. His intention, apparently, was
to create a community of his destitute Highlanders in the colony, in
close settlement on the shores of Lake Alexandrina. Very little is known
about the circumstances of this project but it is fairly certain that the
Malcolms sought not only a profitable adventure in Australia, but also
a relief of the crofter population on their Highland estate. In the event
the Highlanders refused to migrate which was probably just as well
because Poltalloch, South Australia, was hardly destined to support a
peasant style of agriculture. Instead the Malcolms established a
pastoral station under agents which they expanded considerably in the
1850s, and then sold in 1874 to the Bowman brothers. An enterprise that
had started as an emigration scheme turned into an absentee investment
business.6

III
The establishment of the colony of South Australia coincided with the
deepening crisis of the Highland economy, especially the famines of
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1836 -7 and 1847 -51. As early as 1816 Highland lairds had made
enquiries about the possibility of transferring the redundant people they
cleared from the sheeplands to New Holland, but at that time it was
regarded as too expensive. Such queries were formulated in this way:
` . . whether steps could not be taken in conjunction with
government, of
affording some of these mountaineers a comfortable settlement either at

the Cape or New South Wales or in Van Diemens Land, as the
Government might fix." At that time landlords' attitudes to the

promotion of emigration remained relatively tentative, and they were
sensitive to the criticism that they were compelling their kinsmen to
emigrate. In the 1830s the tone of the discussion changed, and the
gravity of the subsistence crises came to be expressed in the first
substantial emigration schemes from the Highlands to Australia.
Reports of starvation in 1836 -7 quickened plans for subsidised
emigration both by landlords and the government. Most of the people
were dispatched to New South Wales, but a few came to South
Australia at that time. Some Highland landowners had been converted
to Wakefieldianism and thought seriously of buying land in the new
colony on which to settle their people. Like Neil Malcolm, the Duke of
Sutherland expressed `some intention of purchasing land in South
Australia for the purpose of enabling the surplus population of this
Estate [in Sutherland] to settle as colonists in that Country .... The
Duke's object being to benefit the people of this District it was his wish
to apply the profits he might derive from his being one of the Company

to the object of aiding others to follow the example of the first
colonists'.8 For a short time South Australia looked remarkably

attractive as a destination for both labour and capital. In 1838 it was
reported from the northern Highlands that `the present feeling of the
people of the coastside is in favour of Australia, there being a dread of
Canada in consequence of the loss and suffering which many of the
people from this Country endured there during the late commotions'.9
Popular feeling towards Australia blew hot and cold in these years.
Reports from some of the Highland emigrants of 1838 were so
unfavourable that they continued to act as deterrents to further
emigration a decade later: producing `a very decided strong prejudice
against Australia in the minds of the people which will not easily be
removed'. It was said in 1847 that some Highlanders would prefer to be
paupers at home, rather than live in Australia.'0 The appeal of South

Australia was not at all enhanced by reports from Adelaide in 1850
which told of atrocities committed against females aboard emigrant
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ships headed for the colony." On the other hand there were also
favourable accounts. In his pamphlet The Population of the Highlands
of Scotland, their deterioration and its cause, published in Edinburgh in
1857, Angus Maclaine recollected a migration which has little other
record:
Some of the poorest Highland cottars were enabled to find their way to
South Australia many years ago. There I saw them to be natives of the
`Long Island' by the age of their clothes. I can bear witness that, if they
brought any portion of their apathy with them into the colony, it soon
vanished. Nutritious food, ample wages, the sure prospect of
independence not too distant, and of an easy old age unvexed by care,

revived and strengthened their minds and bodies. Lethargy and

dependence gave way to activity and hope; they obtained the highest rates
of wages; gave satisfaction to their employers, and soon were lost sight of
in the mass of hardworking operatives. This is only one instance of many
in Australia, where Highlanders have always done we11.12

Regardless of such exaggeration, it is clear that the greatest deterrent to
emigration was distance and expense. All the problems, for the ordinary

Highlander, were eventually overcome by a combination of famine,
clearance, gold, propaganda and philanthropy.
By 1848 many Highlanders were pleading with their landlords for
passage money by which they might flee the potato famine. Charles
Trevelyan at the Treasury pointed out that the Australian colonies
provided `advantages and facilities' which would complement the
needs of the lairds and their people. In New South Wales and South
Australia, he observed, `The demand for labour ... is very great. Wages
are very high, and the entire expense of the Passage, and of food during
the voyage will be paid by the Colonial Government for such qualified
Emigrants as offer themselves for some time to come'. The demand for
labour in Australia multiplied in the subsequent gold boom. Meanwhile

Scottish landlords were increasingly willing to help bear part of the
expense of emigration as an opportunity for further clearance of people
from the interior glens. The Highland problem, its Malthusian crisis,
was being solved in a robust and desperate way, and the flow of its
people to Australia (and North America) was in due proportion.
The needs of the Scottish Highlands were not in exact accord with

those of the colonies. The colonies sought young, healthy single
migrants rather than large extensive families loaded with pauperised
dependants both young and old. Contrariwise the people did not wish
to see their families disintegrate, and the landlords had no wish to be left
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with the decrepit while the healthy departed. The normal process of
colonial selection was against the systematic emigration of Highland

families.

IV

News of gold was an overwhelming force for the change in attitudes to
Australia. In 1852 it was reported from the north-west Highlands that

there was a great deal of talk among the people about `the Gold
Diggings'

and it was said that `The tenants now read Newspapers
much more than they did and they are wonderfully well informed in
regard to this discovery lately made in New South Wales'.13 Gold
compounded the labour shortage in South Australia and diverted
migrants from the colony. Recruiting agents, reportedly, `could only
promise to land our people [of Sutherland] at Adelaide in Portland Bay
[sic] in South Australia. This was a disappointment to our people whose
affections were set on being landed at Melbourne, and they could not be
persuaded that these other parts were as favourable as Victoria.'14
The recruiting propaganda on behalf of Australia in the Scottish

Highlands was particularly enticing. Euphoric letters of previous
migrants were reproduced and circulated among the West Highland
population. Thus, George Murray wrote back to Brora in Sutherland in
May 1853, to say that `I bless the day that we came here, we will be
respected here like men which was not the case in the old country.' And
Kenneth Gunn of Dornoch told his widowed mother that `this is a great
new country from end to end, and every day, yea every hour brings
round its own quota of wonders.' He apologised for enclosing as a
present a mere £50. Thousands of migrants, he said, arrived all the time,
`and immediately as they arrive on these golden shores they are well fed,
clad and paid.'15
Most of the attractions of the antipodes to a prospective Highland
migrant were encompassed in a letter written from Adelaide in 1847 by
W. P. Mackay who had left Sutherland two years before. His letter was
widely publicised in the northern newspapers. He wrote that `The time
has now arrived when emigrants from Caithness, Sutherland, Ross,
Orkney and Zetland, may get a free passage from their own country if
they choose ... [to] this country, which is replete with plenty. Here is no
starvation, no seizing your goods for taxes, no begging for work, but

plenty of good meat at 2d. per lb., bread 6d. per loaf. The poorest
Zetland fisherman, were he here, could actually live more sumptuously

than the best gentry in these islands; for here, on 30s. per week
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South Australia had a clear interest in migrants who were likely to take
root. It was argued, credibly enough, that family migration was likely to
be more stable than single, particularly if the families possessed a strong
cohesion in relation to other groups with whom they emigrated. In
effect there seemed to be a complementarity of interest between the
Scottish Highlands and Islands and Australia, but notably South
Australia.

(labourer's wages) a man may have meat every meal, bread cheaper and

better than in all Scotland.' He spoke glowingly, and for his readers
incredibly, of peaches, figs, grapes, melons and wine in profusion. He
spelt out the dream further: `To the mechanics and farmers of Caithness
I would say, take your ploughs, harrows, and farming implements, and
tools, and come here as quickly as possible. You, in a few years, will be
independent. You may buy a section of 80 acres for £80, fence it in, build
a house, plough, sow and reap. In a few years, yes, in one year, you may
pay your family's expenses with the growth of wheat and potatoes.' Nor
was this all for, as he pointed out, `You can worship as you think proper

The initiative that joined these interests was mainly that of the

here. Religious sects of all kinds and persuasions are on an equal
footing. Government will give them aid, if they petition, either for
building churches or schools, and also aid teachers. Here are no taxes,
the taxes being raised on goods imported.'16 To the Highland Scot it

must have sounded like paradisial music. But in reality it was a
description rose tinted by conditions of boom in South Australia, by a
man who had landed on his feet and with some capital to give him a
start. Yet there was some momentary truth in even the most sanguine
reports. Thus a migrant, ex- Badenoch, wrote in 1851 that `Both money
and labour are certain of handsome returns if properly employed' in
Australia. He said that he had met many of the migrants who had left
the Highlands in 1838 -9, `and I find them, with only one exception, in

very comfortable situations. Some have died. Many of those who
landed in the country without anything but their healthy Highland
constitutions, are now proprietors of considerable importance, and
some of them squatters of 25,000 sheep. Some of them have large arable
and grass farms working five or six ploughs.'17 There is no need to doubt
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Highland and Island Emigration Society, formed early in 1852.18 This
body was devoted to the solution of the continuing destitution of the
Highlands by way of wholesale emigration. It was the logical answer of
the school of thought which rejected the idea that poor relief was at all
beneficial to either the recipients or the country in general. Its
philosophy was expressed most clearly by a Mrs Neave who, looking
back on the worst years of the famine and the charitable distributions of
oatmeal and potatoes, claimed that `The mistaken humanity of Relief
... has converted the people of Skye, from the clergy downwards, into a
mendicant community
the only immediate remedy for the present

...

state of things in Skye is Emigration.'19 Skye was one of the most
chronically famished parts of the Highlands. The Society itself was
dominated by Charles Edward Trevelyan (Assistant Secretary for the
Treasury, 1840- 1859), and he allied himself with Sir John McNeil
(Chairman of the Board of Supervision for the New Poor Law in
Scotland) and Sir Thomas Murdoch (Chairman of the Colonial Land
and Emigration Commissioners). In Trevelyan's words the purpose of
the Society became that of transferring `the surplus of the Highland

circumstances were permanent and invariable. The actual experience of

population to Australia', and he even envisaged the exodus of possibly
40,000 Highlanders in this way. The scheme required very considerable
donations from the British public which was sympathetic to the plight
of the West Highlanders; it required some assistance from Government;

many Highland migrants was a grotesque contrast with the dreams
spun in the Highlands by well meaning but successful kinsmen in

authorities. It was devised in the belief that the migrants would promise

the veracity of such reports. But they misled in the sense that they
suggested that success was very general and that buoyant economic

Australia.

it sought financial assistance also from the colonial emigration

to repay, `to the last penny', their passage money once they had
established themselves in Australia; such returns would then be used to

V

The migrant requirements of South Australia in the early 1850s were
particular. The colony had suffered severely from the outrush of much
of the labour force to the Victorian goldfields. Moreover, it could gain

little from the expensive subsidisation of new immigration if the
migrants simply rushed into Victoria once they landed in this colony.

finance further cycles of migration. Most particularly the Society
required Highland landlords to pay one third of the cost of the
emigration which, it was evident, would be of families rather than
individuals. Landlords who did not pay would not be relieved of their
paupers. This was the most controversial aspect of the entire scheme.

Trevelyan appealed to the self- interest of the lairds; effectively
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antipodean emigration was a substitute for clearances which had
become extremely odious to the British public. In associating itself so
closely with the landlords, the Society gave the appearance of actually
promoting clearances. Landlords' agents (the factors) were frequently
employed to organise the recruitment of emigrants and this connection

led to allegations of compulsion and cruelty of a sort commonly
associated with the process of clearance. The historian of the Society
has written that `There were undoubtedly a number of most brutal and
heartless evictions' in the course of the organisation of emigration.20
The Society began vigorously, and in 1852 it dispatched 17 ships to
Australia with 2,605 emigrants, of whom 411 came to South Australia.

But the operations did not run smoothly; the revival of the British
economy and unfavourable reports sent back by some of the migrants

staunched the flow, and after 1855 the migration was reduced to a
trickle. In 1855 South Australia took all 350 of the Society's total
sponsorship, and in that year several hundred Skye people changed
their minds about emigration when a shipload of potatoes and oatmeal
arrived at the island. This was clearly a symptom of the sheer hunger
that motivated the emigrations, and the varying attractions of Australia
as a destination. The Society wound up its operations in 1858 by which
time it had succeeded in getting about 5,000 Highlanders to Australia.
VI

Most of the Highland Scots who came to South Australia came from
Harris, North Uist and Skye in the Hebrides, the islands off the north
west coast of Scotland. It was the policy of the Emigration Society to

keep together people from the same origins, and it was an
acknowledgement of the close connections of kinship and community
among the Highlanders. There is a controversy in modern Highland

history about the circumstances of these people prior to their
emigration to Australia: the argument focuses on the question of
whether the lairds used the opportunity created by the Emigration
Society to clear the people off their lands straight onto the emigrant
ships. Professor Gordon Donaldson has decried most of this view, and
writes that `It has been firmly implanted in folk memory that much of

the emigration from the Highlands was "compulsory" and that
"clearance" and "eviction" commonly meant dispossessing tenants and

shipping them off to America' or Australia. Much of this view, he
maintains, is preposterous, and `the truth is that people who had
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experienced the miseries of life in the Highlands in the 1840s clamoured
for assistance to enable them to leave the country.'2i

It is not easy to demonstrate that all the people who came to

South Australia were victims of clearances; they were certainly victims of
some of the worst social conditions in the British Isles. To send these

people to `the golden shores of Australia' was, according to the

Scotsman newspaper, the obvious and humane answer to the problem.
Commenting on the departure of a hundred people from Lochaber, it
said that `There can be no better proof that emigration from parts of the
Highlands is necessary than the fact that these people have voluntarily

left possessions under one of the most indulgent landlords in the

country. They found that even without paying rents they could not exist
but in misery and wretchedness, and they consequently determined to
take advantage of the only alternative left.'22 Conditions in the islands
were probably worse. Almost half the people on Lord MacDonald's
estates in Skye were squatters who paid no rent at all, and almost the
entire population was dependent on potatoes. Even before the famine it
was widely recognised that the population of Skye was far greater than

the island could support. In the 1830s the minister of the parish of
Duirinish had written of `the piteous wailing of want and of famine', and

`the said spectacle of a once moral people becoming, through the

hardening and animalizing influence of grinding poverty, the reckless
slaves of low passions.'23 At the time of the famine writers bore witness
to the misery, the degradation, the actual starvation of the people of the
island. Robert Somers who was in Skye in 1848, wrote: `The clothing,
furniture and hovels of the people bear every mark of extreme poverty;
the children are pale and emaciated; and the dirty and slovenly habits
which characterise many of the women seem to aggravate the
discomforts entailed by narrow means . . . . The first requisites of
cleanliness and decency are wanting.'24 One of the great problems in the
western isles was the recurrence of potato disease for several years after
1846 which worked towards the progressive debilitation of the people.25
In 1849 it was reported of the Skye people that they `continue more than
ever the victims of misery and want' and that `the actual want of means
wherewith to procure food and clothing is no less pressing in itself than
apparent in the external aspect of the inhabitants.'26 By 1852 the

appearance of the people had greatly deteriorated and they were
reduced to the level of the Irish peasantry. Their condition shocked

some of the relief officials at the time. They were people caught in the
grip of chronic land hunger. We know that only half of the families in

46

THE HIGHLAND SCOTS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Skye had any land at al1.27 At one stage 13,741 out of about 24,000
people in Skye were on the relief lists.
The consequences of famine and the years of deprivation were

written into the brief descriptions of the migrants selected by the
Emigration Society for Australia. Many of those who came to South
Australia were from the estates of Lord MacDonald. Men like John
Nicholson who was described as an `Intruder from Raasay, able- bodied
but likely to become a pauper, will require outfit and aid.' There was
William Nicolson, who had been dispossessed at Whitsunday 1853, a
very poor man who owed £12 in rent arrears. There was Alexander
MacDonald of Voltas who had four children, who lived at his father's
house, held no land of his own and who would need passage money and
clothing for Australia a classic example of the landless pauper with a
dependent family. And there was Donald Macleod with his wife and
children, who had been removed once already and was `desperately
poor and will require outfit and passage money.'28 Clearance, poverty
and overpopulation had left their marks on these individuals who were
about to embark for Australia.
The link between the clearances and the South Australian migrants
requires some precision. There were spectacular evictions in Harris in
1839 and North Uist in 1849 but there is no evidence of an immediate
connection with the Australian migrants. At Knoydart, on the estate of
Macdonnell of Glengarry, there is firm documentation that landlord
pressure caused tenants to migrate to Australia and that physical force
was used against recalcitrant tenants but there is no reason to believe
they came to South Australia.29 On the other hand we do know that
people from Boreraig and Suishnish (in Skye) came to this colony in
1855 and there is a strong likelihood that they were refugees from a well
known clearance in the winter of 1853 -4. The lands were those of Lord
MacDonald whose finances were in extreme disarray; a debt of £200,000

hung over the estates. Trustees were appointed and charged with the
responsibility of retrieving the position. They decided on a policy
designed to clear the population and convert the estate to a large sheep
farm. The episode was recalled later by an eye- witness, Sir Archibald
Geikie, one of the most eminent geologists of his day. He believed the
people at Suishnish were peacable and contented and made no reference
to the ravages of famine. His vivid description of the actual clearance is
worth repeating: `... as I returned from my ramble, a strange wailing
sound reached my ears at intervals on the breeze from the west. On
gaining the top of one of the hills on the south side of the valley, I could
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see a long and motley procession winding along the road that led north
from Suishnish. It halted at the point of the road opposite Kilbride, and
there the lamentation became long and loud. As I drew nearer, I could
see that the minister with his wife and daughters had come out to meet the
people and bid them all farewell. It was a miscellaneous gathering of at
least three generations of crofters. There were old men and women, too
feeble to walk, who were placed in carts; the younger members of the
community on foot were carrying their bundles of clothes and

household effects, while the children, with looks of alarm, walked

alongside. There was a pause in the notes of woe as the last words were
exchanged with the family of Kilbride. Everyone was in tears'. Geikie
then recalled the `long plaintive wail, like a funeral coronach' of the
emigrants echoing through the valley, leaving the deserted ground of
Suishnish solitary and green in memory of the happy community.30
Geikie believed that the people were headed for Canada but it is likely
that some came to Adelaide on the Switzerland.31
Another group of Highland migrants to South Australia can be

directly linked with one of the most publicised and controversial
clearances of the mid - century
These

the Sollas Evictions of 1849 and 1852.

people were brought from North Uist to Campbeltown,
probably aboard the Celt, and then trans - shipped to the Hercules,
bound for Adelaide and Melbourne. Once more the landlord in

question was Lord MacDonald.32 This is not the place to rehearse the
details of the Sollas events which have been etched deeply into the
Highland tradition. Briefly, the episode concerned the attempted
resettlement of a large body of people on new plantations in 1849; the
Sollas people actively resisted the clearance and there were scenes of
cruelty and hysteria, allegedly exacerbated by the action of the
landlord's factors. Three years later the scenes were re- enacted. While

some of the people were prevailed upon to emigrate to Australia, others
denied their undertakings to leave the estate. In all the confusion
it is
clear that the people were extremely wretched, very reluctant to leave,
and levered out by a bankrupt landlord. And there is little doubt that
there were ugly scenes in which the people were bundled
onto the ship.
The so- called Battle of Sollas, according to the recollection of one of the

crofters, was `a victory for the nobles, and the defeat and utter

discomfiture of the peasantry. As is always the case, this battle was
fruitful of immense sufferings, hardships, and loss to the defeated.
Many of them were compelled to emigrate to the colonies.' And another
crofter reiterated that `an emigrant ship was brought to Lochmaddy, on
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board of which twelve or fourteen families from the district in which I
reside were prevailed upon or forced to embark for Australia.'33
It happens that there exists impeccable corroborative evidence not
only that the Sollas people came to South Australia, but also that they
had been cleared twice in three years and that they were extremely
reluctant migrants. The case is sustained by the testimony, given in
1883, by the principal law officer involved in the events, Charles Shaw.
His account of the Sollas episode emphasised the philanthropy and
humanity of the landlords, the expensive and constructive efforts that

were due to disembark in Victoria. The Hercules was ill- fated, and its
long- suffering passengers were exposed to a further series of agonies
which were widely publicised in Scotland and which acted as a deterrent

had been made on behalf of the people, and also the view that
emigration had been the last resort of a desperate community. His .

Ii

account contains an interesting postscript on the subsequent attitude of
the people whom he had pushed into an emigration to South Australia.
Shaw recollected:
Some of those who resisted Mr. Cooper's attempt to get them to go to

Canada and singled themselves out by the violence of their opposition,
and again when leaving Lochmaddy to join the "Hercules ", spoke to me in
no very polite terms, as if I had some personal object in getting them away,
began a correspondence with me a few years after reaching Australia and
sent through me money to their friends. So much had their tempers
changed, and their feelings towards me, that they put a sum of money
together, and remitted it to me, with a request that I would purchase my
wife a ring with it as a token of their gratitude to me for all the trouble I had
from first to last taken in their matters; and in writing me they begged of
me on no account to return the money as they would not accept of it. I felt
gratified, after all the ill- feeling they all had shown, that they at last
appreciated my disinterested efforts to improve their condition, though
these efforts had not at first met their approval but very much the

VII

The first main group of Highlanders and Islanders bound for South
Australia left Campbeltown, Argyllshire, on Boxing Day 1852 aboard
the very large frigate, HMS Hercules.35 It was described as `a noble ship,
nicely fitted up, sufficiently manned, and excellently managed. She has

her captain and officers, her clergyman and teachers, her surgeon and
complete staff on board.'36 There were 619 emigrants, some of whom

to many prospective emigrants. The passengers had been taken on
board in mid - December; already `the emigrants suffered considerable
deprivation awaiting the steamer's arrival, after having quitted their
homes.' Almost as soon as it set sail the Hercules was caught in a great
storm on the first night which raged for four days; although the ship
weathered the storm well enough, it was reported that `the scene on
board, from the sickness, was painful.'37 There had been two deaths. It
put into Rothesay on the Firth of Clyde and was detained there until
14 January. Very soon after the vessel had set sail again smallpox and
typhus broke out among the passengers and crew and on 20 January
the Hercules put into Queenstown, Cork where the people were
detained until 14 April 1853. A teacher on board reported that there

had been 237 cases of fever and smallpox and 38 deaths since

December.38 Later recollection by crofters on North Uist stated that

most of the passengers succumbed and that `some were buried in
Ireland, others were committed to a watery grave.' There were
allegations that the ship had been contaminated with smallpox on a

previous voyage, but more relevant was the fact that many people in the

Western Isles had been indifferent about the need for smallpox

vaccination. Among those who died were the heads of two of the North
Uist families; their orphan children were returned to the island. Another

crofter remembered that `The survivors were sent over in different
batches as they recovered; families were broken up, some of them never

contrary.34

It is plain from Shaw's evidence that the people had been cleared, that
they had been extremely angry and bitter about their emigration to
South Australia. It is also clear that some of them made good progress
in the colony in the following three decades: enough to heal old wounds
and even to change perceptions of past wrongs and misunderstandings.
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to meet again; and their sufferings on landing in Australia were not
much better, and they had to sell their blankets and part of their
clothing before they got to the settlement.'39 One newspaper report
quoted a journal of the events kept by one of the passengers on the
Hercules. It records numerous deaths and also several attempts at

suicide. One man from Uist tried suicide three times, first by thrusting a
knife into his throat, then by strangling himself; a young girl from
Harripool, Strath, threw herself overboard in the middle of the night
and was never seen again. Shocking stories of conditions aboard the

Hercules were printed in the Scottish newspapers. There were

particularly gruesome reports of the deaths at sea. One was a letter from
Alexander Nicolson, posted from the Cape of Good Hope, about the
death of Ann Macleod, which related how `no less than eight sharks
followed close on the ship, and watching every movement until her body
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was thrown overboard, when they immediately disappeared after the
box containing her corpse, was committed to the deep.'40 The original
number of emigrants aboard the Hercules was reduced by about half by
death and the removal of the infirm at Queenstown.'" The remainder of
the voyage was relatively uneventful and, after 104 days, the ship
arrived at Adelaide on 20 July 1853.
There were 192 Highlanders who disembarked from the Hercules:
62 married adults, 67 single adults and 61 children. They arrived at a
time when the labour market, despite substantial intakes of migrants,
was still buoyant. Most of the married people could speak no English at
all. On arrival they were accommodated at `Mr. Newman's iron stores,
at Port Adelaide.'42 The Immigration Agent reported favourably on
their demeanour: `As a body, I found them manifest no indisposition to
engage for fair wages; and they all, without exception, expressed their
desire that their debt to the Society should be liquidated as speedily as
possible, and they have entered engagements accordingly.' He noted the
family character of the Highland immigration programme which was in
accord with the needs of the colony, for it was `a guarantee for their
continued residence in the colony, when fairly settled. It is supposed

that this system will, to the Highlander, act as an antidote to the
temptation of the gold fields, and that the old and the young will be
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Macdonald aged 25, died in hospital in Adelaide of `febris', leaving two

small children in the asylum, and a husband who left to work as a
shepherd at Clare. Malcolm McPhail, a 26 year old labourer from the
Long Island, affected by `debility', also died in the Adelaide hospital. At

least ten of the Hercules people were admitted to the Adelaide
Hospital.46 It was a common problem in the experience of poor

immigrants
that `before they could well establish themselves [they]
have been thrown into great poverty through sickness.'47 Among the
Highlanders there were several such cases, and it is clear that the colony

was unable to hold such families together despite its philosophy of
family anchorage as the basis of settlement. Moreover, notwithstanding
the fact that these people were from small highly localised communities
in the Hebrides, and were chosen specifically for their social cohesion,
the nature of employment opportunities in South Australia demanded

an extraordinary dispersal of the immigrants. They came to be
employed as shepherds, hutkeepers, labourers, grooms, domestic
servants and dairy maids

but they spread across the colony

some

went to the Clare district, others to Tatiara, to Port Gawler, Yorke
Peninsula, Port Lincoln, Aldinga Plains, Gumeracha, Morialta and
Mount Barker.48 It was hardly at all the fulfilment of the expectations
general in Harris and North Uist at the time of embarkation.

useful as forming "anchors" by which the families will be held together

in the Colony.' He remarked that the Highlanders were chiefly
accustomed to pastoral pursuits and would be useful as stockmen and

VIII

shepherds; they were peaceable, orderly and moral, `inured to

In November 1853 the government of South Australia wrote to the
Highland and Island Emigration Society to express satisfaction with

hardships', hardworking and `accustomed to turn their hand to every
description of rough outdoor work.'43
The Immigration Agent employed an interpreter to assist the

people to find work and arrangements were made with various
pastoralists to take them on. In each case an agreement was signed that
the employer would deduct money from wages to repay debts to the
Emigration Society. By 1855 substantial repayments had been
recorded.44 The Agent was told that the people were `very grateful ... for
the extraordinary interest you have taken in their welfare.'45 But tragedy

continued to stalk these people. Of the few individuals that can be

traced, three young mothers died within a few weeks of their
disembarkation at Port Adelaide. Christina McCaskill aged 30, from
Harris, died 23 July 1853; her two children went into the Destitute
Asylum while their father took a job at Glen Ewin at £52 a year. He

owed the Emigration Society £9.3.3. A few weeks later Marian

the first consignment of Highlanders. A sum of £3000 was voted in aid
of the Society; enough, by the rules, to secure a further one thousand
Highlanders for the colony. By mid -1854 Trevelyan and McNeill were
able to report that 550 new migrants had been selected, `of a class
superior to those who were formerly sent.' But they were constrained to
admit that applications for emigration had declined because of renewed
prosperity in the Highlands; indeed there was `a deficiency of Highland
emigrants.'49

It was not until late in 1855 that South Australia received another
substantial number of Highlanders. Once more the story was unhappy
primarily because the colony had miscalculated the need for labours°
and underestimated the costs of maintaining destitute immigrants. The

pressure on the facilities of the Destitute Board became almost
intolerable.51 The Highlanders were indeed a small part of the deluge of
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immigrants that overwhelmed the colony in 1855 total arrivals had
been more than 17,000 in that year, and no less than 4000 single Irish
girls had descended on the labour market in two years. Some 31 families
of Highlanders arrived in the second week of September 1855 aboard
the Switzerland. They were from various estates in Skye Glendale,
Skeabost and Dunvegan mainly and were described as farm servants,
shepherds and crofters. It was thought that the people were `well suited
and might perhaps be
for employment in the squatting districts
employed at the next shearing.'52 An advertisement was placed in the
Government Gazette:

...

Notice to Country Settlers
thirty Highland families, well suited for agricultural and pastoral
employment, have been sent out by the Highland Emigration Society,
under the auspices of the Land and Emigration Commissioners, in the
the men will be in attendance here [at the Labor
Switzerland and
Persons needing this class of laborers
Office, Adelaide], to be hired
are, therefore, invited to make early application.53

...

...

....

The Immigration Agent, by now under great pressure from the excess of
migrants on his hands, was less than enthusiastic about the arrival of the

Switzerland, despite his Scottish sympathy with the Highlanders. He
recalled that `these people are generally valuable colonists, their social
and domestic habits and attachments lead them to remain together, so
that inducements which would [tempt ?] many others to the gold fields
are powerless on the Highlander.' He recollected that the people from
the Hercules `were at that time a most eligible class of people.' But
conditions in the colony had changed and demand for labour amongst
the pastoralists was now very limited.54
There were no buildings available to accommodate the
Highlanders when they disembarked at Port Adelaide, and they were
put in tents. It was at this time that the people drew up a petition to the
Governor. This document constitutes the only piece of evidence to issue
it is the authentic expression of
directly from any of these people
Highland immigrants. For that reason alone it has special value, but it
also contains a clear view of their expectations. It was a petition signed
by nineteen of the menfolk appealing for a grant of land: it was a case of
the dispossessed peasantry seeking to re- establish themselves in the
status they had lost in the Highlands. South Australia was not, in any

ERIC RICHARDS

53

instalment. In the next place, we the undersined as all Head of familys,
should we scatter hear and there in search of work, we dont no what to
do with our familys, as we have no money to [uphold ?] them during our
absence. We do Humbly expect to have better prospect through your

Lordship's influence.'55 The petition was expressive of a profound
abhorrence of dispersion and separation. The government was unable
to meet the petitioners' requests. Employment was so scarce that jobs
had to be taken where they arose; as for land, the appeal ran in diametric

contradiction to the most fundamental Wakefieldian principle of the
colony's philosophy.
The South Australian government was placed in serious difficulty
at the end of 1855 it had more than 2000 people on relief; half of them

Irish, a fifth Scotch, and widely distributed on shipboard, in town and
country depots, and the numbers were rising. It was `a fearful amount
of dependence viewed in connection with our limited population' and

the newspapers and public officials were increasingly critical. The
Adelaide Observer commented that `The blessing of an increasing
population will always be discounted by the evil of an unsuitable
population, until the action of a new Constitution places us in full
possession of all our local revenues, and empowers us to select aind
regulate our immigrants.'56 Moreover it was becoming more than ever
apparent that families of migrants were very difficult to employ: single
male adults, healthy and with a practical knowledge of husbandry were
the required category of immigrants, as opposed to families `many of
whom are evidently physically incapacitated for active labour.'57
It was in this atmosphere that most of the Switzerland Highlanders
were shipped off to Guichen Bay at the beginning of October 1855 (a few
remained behind at the Destitute Asylum in Adelaide).58 The labour
position in the south -east was less unfavourable than elsewhere; there

were reports that settlers had to go as far as Portland for their
employees and there was a prospect of work for families on the
Mosquito Plains close by present day Naracoorte. This proved

each family of us, more or less land, in a maner that we would be able to

overoptimistic and by the time the 29 families (147 souls) arrived at
Robe most of the shearing had finished and the roads were too wet for
the people to transport themselves to possible employers. By the third
week of October, 15 of the families had found employment. But the
residue of the immigrants now descended into hopelessness and began
to exhibit signs of desperation and broken spirits. It was not surprising
in the light of their experiences over the previous twelve months. They

live by it, as we would pay the whole amount to Government by

were accommodated in iron sheds and tents at Robe under the

sense, a colony for peasant farmers. The Highlanders, began the
petition, `humbly beg your Lordship, that government would grant
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guardianship of Charles Brewer, Government Resident in the district.

As the season worsened the physical and mental condition of the
immigrants deteriorated. Some began to die. Brewer reported to the
Colonial Secretary: `There has been much sickness among them since
their arrival and three of them had died, one man of consumption and
two lads of bilious fever; two men are now under medical treatment, and
one in a very debilitated state, and even should they recover from their
present illness will not be fit for any employment for some time.' One of
the widows hoped to get to Geelong where friends might help.

The whole episode at Robe was clouded by allegations of
professional negligence by Dr Cotter, the government medical officer in

the district, who was dismissed after the death of Ann Campbell in
January 1856. Brewer asserted that Cotter was drunk and incapable at
the time of the illness; Cotter countercharged that Brewer was virtually
insane with jealousy. Cotter claimed also that he had been out in the
bush attending a sick woman and some aborigines, and had received

inadequate cooperation from the matron and was impeded by Mrs
Brewer. Brewer, said Cotter in his own defence, had placed the
Highlanders in the charge of a Mr Penney who, though he had a
diploma, had mainly been `practising as a whaler or as shepherd.'
Brewer reported that `in truth the immigrants have lost all confidence in
Dr Cotter.'59

In November seven families remained in Brewer's charge. He
reported that `they have been much longer here than was expected and
have had no other shelter than tarpaulins.' He added that one of the men
had `recently displayed symptoms of unsoundness of mind and is daily
growing worse', and he recommended his return to Adelaide. Another
man had become so infirm that he was unfit for employment though he

had a wife and three children to support. Another man, in similar
circumstances, died. The Colonial Secretary was unable to accept these

miserable people in Adelaide for `they would be lost in the mass of
destitution unhappily thrown on the Government at present.'60
Gradually, almost by erosion, the Highlanders at Robe were
absorbed into the working population. In March 1856 a few were still
on rations and Brewer was given rigorous instructions to terminate such
assistance as soon as possible. `His Excellency', he was told, `conceives
that even though these Immigrants should be obliged to work for their
food and clothing, the colony has no right to maintain them in idleness'

longer than was usual for the Destitute Poor. Brewer was told
repeatedly that the Highlanders must be made to work for their own
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support, and in April all the Highlanders, save for one such man and
two women with babies, were struck off the rations. The matron at
Guichen Bay remarked that the Highlanders had been ten times more
troublesome than the Irish girls, `sickness having been long serious
among them.' There were at least five deaths at Guichen Bay.61 For
these people, like those of the Hercules, emigration was the survival of
the fittest in a hard world.
IX
The third and final boatload of Highlanders arrived in the very middle
of the employment crisis in South Australia at the end of 1855. On the
Royal Albert were 27 families, 192 souls, from the Highlands who had
travelled by way of Plymouth, almost a thousand miles south of Harris
from whence most of them came. It was inevitable that these people
would experience difficulty in finding employment in the labour saturated colony. All enthusiasm for immigration had evaporated
one shipment of people was described at this time, by the
Surgeon- Superintendent, as `the sweepings of Hell'.62 The Adelaide
Observer remarked of some of the Highlanders that `as they cannot
converse freely except in Gaelic, and are evidently calculated to become
very useful domestic servants, they claim special sympathy and regard.
They are very favourably spoken of, and it is hoped this notice may have
the effect of convincing them that in coming to this colony they have not
taken any hasty or injudicious steps'.63
The Immigration Agent, Handasyde Duncan, gave a concise
analysis of the problem that had overtaken both the colony and the
immigrants. He adverted to the loss of labour that South Australia had
suffered during the gold rush days in 1852 and 1853: `South Australia
then gladly welcomed an importation of Highland families, as in that
crisis, they were, from their peculiar character, not likely to be enticed to
other Colonies in search of gold'. This character was specifically
associated with their strong family attachments. Duncan defined this
further, presumably from close observation of the Highlanders:
Removed by their insular position from almost any intercourse with the
main land, they have been, from their earliest childhood, accustomed to
intercourse with none but their own families; the stranger who appeared
amongst them was the infant newly -born, and he who left them was, in
general, carried to his grave. It is in vain to ask such people to emigrate
except in entire families
the young and the old, the son and the
daughter, must join in the exodus from the land of their nativity. Even
when famine forced them to entertain the proposal of emigrating, it was
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long before they could be induced to make a choice, the alternative was
emigration on the one hand, on the other, starvation,
before them
disease and death; it was on the express stipulation that they should go
together in unbroken families that they agreed to emigrate.

Duncan pointed out that the first party had arrived in times when
labour was in good demand and food cheap. Circumstances had since
been reversed and the very virtue of adhesive kinship had now turned
into a serious impediment: `The Highlander will not separate from his
family; and, on the other hand, the settler will not engage entire families
when it can be avoided; thus, the very peculiarity of character which
made these people so valuable three years since, is the very cause of the
difficulty which we experience in finding employment for them now.'64
Such was the terrible irony of the Highlanders' position. Duncan felt
constrained to recommend the suspension of Highland emigration to
South Australia.

Duncan knew that some of the Highlanders had refused
employment at reasonable wages `to avoid being separated from their
friends', and would not be moved on the question. This led to ill -will,

and the episode suggests that the immigrants had entertained
uninformed expectations of life in the colony. Offers of £30 a year wages

had been rejected; a Highland woman at Morphett Vale had left her
employment because she believed her employer demanded that she
work on the Sabbath. Another Highland family in the same area had
fallen victim to fever and their employer turned them over to the

Destitute Asylum. Newspapers complained that they asked for
unrealistically high wages. The publication of unemployment statistics
early in 1856 caused predictable criticism of the creation of `colonial
pauperism',65 and the continued arrival of `immigrants unfitted for the
needs of the colony, unable consequently to obtain employment, and
[who] remain idly as a burden on the resources of the colony'.66 Within a

month the government gave instructions that the Highlanders had
outstayed the regulation period at the migrant depot and would have to
find their own quarters. They were given the option of going to the Free
Labour Station to break up stones at piece rates.67

In company with many other unemployed immigrants, the
Highlanders were dispatched to Northfield, Dry Creek, for stone
breaking. They were accommodated in tents in the bed of the creek.
Their tribulations did not diminish. In February 1856, the Comptroller
of the Free Labour Station reported the death of one of the Highland
children at Dry Creek; he commented `I am put to great difficulty with

ERIC RICHARDS

57

these people, because I am unable to communicate with them except by

signs as I do not understand one word of Gaelic and they do not
understand one word of English. However I will do the best I can to
mitigate their sufferings
and make them turn out useful Colonists,
which I am of opinion they will do, if we can only muster patience
enough to manage them properly.'68

In fact the only source of information that exists about the
Highlanders at Dry Creek is that of C. S. Hare, the Comptroller of the
Free Labour Station. Inevitably it is an `official' perception of their
difficulties but, even through this filter, it is plain enough that the spirits

of many of the Highlanders had been snapped by this stage. They
became listless and more than ever prone to disease. It was a common
experience of newly arrived immigrants to fall ill and to be reduced,

temporarily, to pauperism before they found their feet. But the
condition of the Highlanders was chronic it became a sombre story of
defeat, and of exasperation on the part of the officials. In the second
week of February typhoid broke out in the tents in the creek bed; six of
the children infected were segregated into a small Iron Store and fed
milk and eggs. Hare reported that he thought `the disease may again
make its appearance, from the uncleanly habits of these Gaelic people.'
The acculturation problem was beginning to raise its head. He added
that, despite `a good deal of grumbling and, as far as I can understand
them, complaining against the Government these men assisted by the
women and their children, are learning to work and I think ere long they
will become.useful Colonists and be happy to quit this for any wages
that will secure food for their labour without the necessity of occupying
children and women in the unfeminine employment of preparing road

metal.' Hare's comments confirmed the recurrent allegation that the
Highland personality was unable to adapt to regular employment.69 At
this stage Hare was confident that they could be taught to work hard
despite the ravages of typhoid.
The Comptroller's tone changed when the Gaelic people refused an
offer of employment at metal breaking for a private employer. Their
obstinacy and their sickliness made them difficult to deal with. John

Macleod died leaving his widow who continued to break stones for
another six months until her own health broke down.70 Hare was
alarmed; he believed that the fever would recur because the weather was
deteriorating, and more especially because of `the uncleanliness. of their

habits and their obstinate opposition to all sanatory measures.' He
recommended that the families should be separated and taken to a
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healthier place. Hare returned to his theme at the end of April when
typhoid re- appeared: he again blamed `their manner of life, their
personal uncleanliness' and opposition to elementary hygiene. He

English or Irish immigrants.' They were sickly and debilitated folk who
`in addition to bad health have to learn a new language (English) before

described how he `had to take two men and two women almost by force

Moreover, during examination before a Parliamentary Committee, the
Rev. J. Gardner confirmed the idea that the Highland immigrants were
`saddled on this Colony as paupers.'75 By November 1856 only two
families were left at Northfield, and by that time Comptroller Hare

out of their tents and convey them to the Iron Hospital. I furnished
them with new Blankets, Beds etc. from the Dept., their own clothes and
bedding being so perfectly saturated with malaria from filth and fever as
of itself sufficing to superinduce fatal results to ordinary disease.'71 He
confessed himself to be at his wit's end with `these incomprehensible and
intractable people; they are at once the most helpless and hopeless lot of
people that ever I have had to deal with in my life. I have to set a watch

they can make their most common wants and distresses known.'74

believed that they had learned some English and would gain
employment among local farmers.76 By then, at last, the labour market
had revived and there was even a call put out for renewed, but selective,
immigration.77

over them to make them perform for each other the most common
offices of humanity, to see that they take their medicine and cook their
food.'
Two days later Hare notified the Colonial Secretary of the death of
another of the Macleods whose demise he particularly regretted because
`he was the only one among the number of these people who seemed to
me to have a spark of modern civilization, the remainder are as near an
approach to barbarians as any I have ever met with coming from Gt.
Britain.' Such words, of course, tell us as much about the Comptroller

as about the Highlanders. These people were still accommodated in
tents in the Creek, and three of them were in a chronic state. The
Medical Officer emphasised that the people were `so utterly helpless
that they cannot give a patient a drink or be trusted with the most trivial

duty.'72 The fatalism of these Highlanders may have been closely
associated with the circumstances through which they had passed, `the

apathy and indifference to the future which is perhaps the most
melancholy of the consequences of the long continued distress which
they have suffered.'73

The residue of the Royal Albert Highlanders were still at Dry
Creek in August 1856. Comptroller Hare was still advocating their
dispersal and the withdrawal of rations from those able- bodied enough

to break stones. Some were not able, and Hare offered a few more
chilling comments on their suitability for the colony. `It is obvious', he

wrote, `that to earn a living at breaking stones persons so employed
must be strong and robust those who are weakly, and where families
comprise several children of tender age might perhaps, mercifully and
wisely be allowed half rations. It appears to me that a very much larger
portion of these people are affected with pulmonic diseases and are
otherwise broken constitutioned than is usual among the ordinary

X

Bitter disappointment, the breaking of the spirit, even death
these
were some of the consequences of emigration for some of the Highland
Scots in South Australia. The agony that had begun in Mull, Skye,
Harris and North Uist, for some ended in prolonged tragedy in Robe,

Dry Creek and Morphett Vale. But, of course, most of these
Highlanders survived and some, indeed, achieved great age and relative
prosperity in the colony. For balance it is important to juxtapose some
of these cases of comparative success.
It is extraordinarily difficult to trace these survivors, but enough

evidence is available to suggest that, in the long run, many of the
Highlanders discovered a better future in South Australia than was ever
possible in Scotland. A few individuals were recorded on their deaths,
though they otherwise remained obscure. There was Dona.ld Munro

who arrived on the Switzerland and who obtained employment as a
farm servant despite his age of sixty; his wife gave birth to twins in the
year of their arrival.78 Angus Maclean who died at White Hut in 1928

was probably an octogenarian survivor of the Royal Albert.79
Alexander McLeod, of the Hercules, died in the Spalding district, age
95, famous for having walked from Clare to Adelaide and back in three
days.80 Mr R. Campbell died in Lucindale in 1913 at the age of 94; he
had been one of the Switzerland migrants and had begun a small
business at Lucindale in the 1870s and took great delight in voting in
every election since constitutional government; at the time of his death
he had 5 children, 27 grandchildren and one great grandchild.81 And
again it is known that one of the children from North Uist who had been
orphaned in the smallpox epidemic on the Hercules was later sent to
Adelaide and, in 1883, was described as `rapidly accumulating wealth
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there, and remitted money to his mother while she lived.'82 Mrs
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SALISBURY IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR

MARGARET ALLEN*

During the Second World War, the little township of Salisbury, 12
miles north of Adelaide, was changed greatly. A great munitions works

was established nearby in 1940, and a temporary housing estate for
munition workers, known as the Cabin Homes, was built in the
township at the end of 1942. These changes illustrate, in a small way,
how South Australia became more urbanized and industrialized during
the Playford administration. They also provide an example of the ways
in which Australian bureaucracies changed people's lives and their
environment, in a rather careless fashion, during the Second World
War.
In 1939 Salisbury, situated on the banks of the Little Para River,
was a small country town of about 1,500 people. It was the centre of a
farming area, and hay was the most important crop. Lining the banks of

the Little Para River from the Main North Road down to the Port
Wakefield Road were the little orchards which produced the famed
Salisbury orange. A large proportion of the male workforce were self employed or employers: at the 1933 Census 47.2 per cent of the Munno'

Para West District Council and 29.3 per cent of the Yatala North
District Council.' Probably many of these men were the orchardists and
farmers who cultivated land which had been passed to them by their
fathers and their grandfathers. They were comfortably situated rather
than wealthy, but they were the dominant group in the area.
*Margaret Allen is a lecturer in History at the Salisbury College of Advanced
Education.

66

SALISBURY IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Some of the employed people worked in and around Salisbury on
the farms and orchards, at the quarries on the hills face, at the local flour
mill or at the Parafield aerodrome. Other working people went further
afield to the Gepps Cross abattoirs, to the ICI salt works at St Kilda, to

Burford's soap factory at Dry Creek or even into the Adelaide
metropolitan area. Despite this dispersion, Salisbury was a rather

parochial little place. It was a close -knit community in which many of
the families had lived for generations. It was also `traditional', in the
sense that it was `made up of a network of face -to -face groups based on
family, neighbour, occupations, associations and status.'2 This aspect of

pre -war Salisbury was summed up well by one resident who said:
`Before World War Two, Salisbury was a nice little country town where

everybody knew everybody else, although there were some who
wouldn't speak to some others it was a good little community.'
The social and political life of the township was dominated by the
orchardists and farmers and they had organised an exclusive club, the
Salisbury Social Club, into which only land owners and their families
were admitted. They had great pride in the township and its institutions,

such as the churches and the Institute, which their forebears had
helped to develop. This group

conservative, religious and patriotic
dominated the Salisbury District Council and the local churches, and
supplied most of the magistrates who presided in the Salisbury local
court.
Much of the township's social life revolved around the churches.
Although most of the major denominations were represented and had
been in the district since the 1840s or the 1850s, the Methodist Church
was perhaps the strongest during the 1930s. The values of the Methodist
Church seem to have been imposed upon the local community. Thus the

sabbath was respected and the consumption of alcoholic liquor was
forbidden at the council- managed Institute. Even the local branch of
the RSL was teetotal. One former resident said: `If you were seen going
into or out of a hotel, no matter how moderate a drinker you were, there
was henceforth a question mark after your name with many people.'
Despite its proximity to the city, it was a traditional and parochial little
place
like many other rural townships of the time.
However, during the Second World War, this world was shaken by

the building of the munition works and by the establishment of a

temporary housing estate of 284 Cabin Homes on the southern side of
of the township. The establishment of the munition works must be seen
not only in the context of the Second World War, but also within the
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framework of the Playford ministry's desire to industrialise South
Australia. Since 1937, at least, the State government had been pointing
out to the Commonwealth government the desirability of establishing

defence works in South Australia. Although Playford based his
arguments upon decentralization and strategic advantages,3 he was
most probably motivated by the desire to get more jobs in the State.
Thus, when war came, it was not surprising to find that the State
government was extremely co- operative and helpful in furthering the
war effort. Indeed, it was so eager to get defence projects for South
Australia that it took on tasks which were to prove difficult to complete.

In May 1941 the Commonwealth Manpower and Resources Survey
Committee found that `in South Australia a determination to attempt
any project that would forward the war effort, even though it was
beyond the State's previous industrial development.' The Report
continued: `It may be that this willing cooperation, as well as the
strategic position of South Australia, had led to the commencement of
undertakings that the State may find difficult to service adequately at
short notice.'4
In 1940, when the Commonwealth government was looking for a
site for another Explosives and Filling factory, the South Australian
government was quick to point out the advantages of the plains to the
north of Salisbury.5 The area was well served with railways and while it
was close enough to Adelaide to be able to draw on its labour force it

was far enough away from densely - populated areas for work with
explosives. Approximately 5,000 acres of land were acquired in 1940
and a number of farmers, many of them long - established in the area,
lost their farms. The tiny hamlet of Penfield was also acquired and
disappeared from the map. The construction of the munitions works,

which was begun in 1940, was the largest building project ever
undertaken in South Australia. Over 1,000 buildings were built near
Penfield, and there were another 80 buildings in the Magazine Area at
Smithfield, two miles further north. Roads, railways and other services
had also to be constructed on the site. The total cost of construction was
approximately £2 million.6 The need to supply labour and materials for
this great project put a great strain on the State's resources. The work

was carried out quickly. A former Cabin Home resident claimed that
`the bricks were that hot, the brickies couldn't get hold of them.' Over
2,000 tradesmen and labourers worked on the site, and at the height of
building operations, from July 1941 on, they worked 6 days a week.
Workers from all over the State flocked into the Salisbury area in search
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of work. Some boarded in Salisbury and Gawler. Some made makeshift dwellings for themselves in the district and it was reported that
many `were living in caravans or open allotments and some were overcrowding in sheds.'? Others travelled daily to the building site by train,
coming from the city and from country centres to the north, such as
Kapunda, Eudunda and Tanunda. Temporary camps were established
by the Highways Department and the Engineering and Water Supply
Department for the men laying pipes and building roads to and through
the munitions site.
All this activity, and the great influx of workers, naturally made a
great impact upon the rather settled life of Salisbury. The peaceful and
law- abiding nature of the township was threatened. The number of
arrests for drunkenness increased, and the number of criminal cases
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lucerne. It has been shown that this rapid transformation had had quite

an impact upon the nearby township of Salisbury. However, the
township was to be changed even more by the building of 284 temporary

houses for munition workers in the township, late in 1942.

The building of these Cabin Homes and their occupation by
munition workers and their families brought two rather different
groups of people into contact with each other. However, the responsible
authorities failed to create an integrated community in Salisbury and it

seems that they failed to understand the social and human problems
associated with their task. In fact, the inefficient and unsympathetic
approach of the bureaucracy exacerbated differences between the old
and new communities. The whole exercise at Salisbury can be seen as a
test of the Federal government's ability to conduct social programmes.

increased five -fold between 1940 and 1941.8 Many local people and the

local authorities felt that order was being undermined and that they
were losing their power to control the situation. Thus, in March 1941,
the Salisbury District Council appealed to the police for assistance for
the local police officer `owing to so much extra work entailed by the
munitions works now in progress.'9 Although another police officer was
stationed in the township the council felt the need for even more police
protection and in 1942 addressed a further letter to the Commissioner
`concerning extra Police protection in Salisbury especially on wet days
when there is considerable drinking', and pointing out that in Salisbury

`Many characters are now very doubtful with such huge works in
progress and a recent attack, on Constable Neave calls forth for more
protection [six] . . . .'10
Salisbury, which had previously been rather `off the beaten - track',
now became a thoroughfare for the enormous amount of traffic to and
from the munitions works. Local activities, e.g. the collection of milk
from the dairy farms, was hampered as the heavy trucks churned up the
country roads. The local railway station also became a great hub of
activity with trains going through day and night carrying workers and
materials for the munition works. The people of Salisbury were amazed
to see the great munition plant mushroom out of the familiar paddocks
during 1940 and 1941.
Finally, late in 1941, work in the munitions factory began in the
Percussion Cap Section where 322 people were employed by the end of

November 1941. By the first months of 1943, at the height of its
operations, the factory employed 6,400 people, in an area where only
some three years before a handful of farmers had grown wheat, oats and

As a contemporary critic pointed out:
One important aspect of the situation at Salisbury is that, to the tenants,
and to the thousands of their workmates and friends, the planning ability
of Government departments, their efficiency and ability to meet human

needs is under test in the cottage area, as in other Government

undertakings, and experience there will be regarded as a pointer to postwar conditions)I

Despite the exigencies of the war situation, the Government

departments failed the test.
The Cabin Homes were built by the Commonwealth War Workers
Housing Trust (C.W.W.H.T.), attached to the Commonwealth
Department of the Interior. They were seen by the C.W.W.H.T. as
providing `the Minimum and Maximum standard of housing which
could be provided with the needs of the worker, and of economy, time,
materials, manpower [all being] taken into consideration.'i2 The prefabricated asbestos houses were approximately 6 squares in area. There
was neither a sewerage system nor any deep drainage. The economies
made and the effect of war shortages were obvious both in the houses
and in the estate itself. Thus, there were no flywire screens on doors and
windows, no shades on windows (although many faced north and west),
no guttering on the roofs and no front porches. The roads and blocks

were smaller and narrower than those allowed under the Town
Planning Act of 1929. There were few amenities in the area: roads and
footpaths were un -made, and there was no street lighting nor a public
telephone. When the first tenants moved in, during December 1942,
there was no mail delivery, nor had any arrangements been made for

I!
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garbage collection from the closely settled estate. Clearly, there had
been little concern on the part of the C. W. W. H.T. to meet the social and
welfare needs of the tenants. It is true that a temporary school was built
for the children of the Cabin Homes area, but as the School Committee
said in 1944: `it is indeed distressing for any thinking person to see how
ill- equipped this School is.'13
The tenants of the Cabin Homes, whose arrival in Salisbury meant

a virtual doubling of the population, came from varied backgrounds
but in many ways they were quite different to the established Salisbury
population. Many of them were unskilled workers. Most of the people
could be classified as working class, although there were also a few

retired farmers. For those who had been unemployed during the
depression, the job at the munitions was their first regular job for years.
While some were from Adelaide, others had been part of the influx from
country areas which had occurred early in the war. An examination of
the Electoral Rolls reveals that a number had been rather unsettled in
the recent past, although it is impossible to say whether this was due to
problems with employment, to problems with accommodation, or to
other reasons. This, of course, was in marked contrast to the experience
of most of the Salisbury population. Those going into the Cabin Homes

were also much younger than the established residents. In 1944, just
over half the Cabin Home people were under 15 years of age. The only
figures available for the Salisbury District Council are: 1933 Census
27 per cent under 15 years of age, 1947 Census 30 per cent under 15
years of age. The latter figure includes the Cabin Home residents, but it
is obvious that the original community was older than the newcomers.
The wages paid at the munition factory were considerably higher than
the average wages in and around Salisbury. The money that some of the
Cabin Homes people had to spend may have promoted some jealousy
among the local people. The nature of the newcomers' work, in a factory
and on two or three shifts, further divorced them from the local people
involved in agricultural and horticultural tasks. They lived in a housing

estate which was geographically separate from the old part of the
township and which, in its physical aspects, was a blow to local pride.
In these circumstances, it is perhaps not surprising that the reaction
of the long - established residents was almost completely hostile. There
was a clash between the attitudes and values of two different types of
Australian life - style, that of the working -class and that of Christian
country -folk. A former orchardist quite explicitly pointed out this class
difference:
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. you can imagine they had to get workers in Salisbury to work out at
[the munitions], didn't they? And they were a different type of people
altogether. [In] Salisbury, the population consisted of orange growers,
citrus growers and farmers ... [with] the influx of workers ... there was a
fair bit of difference between them.

It is interesting to note that some of the working people in Salisbury did

not make this distinction. One Salisbury man who had been

unemployed in the 1930s until the development of the I.C.I. salt works
at St Kilda said of the Cabin Home people: `Quite nice people, they were
. .. men who depended on working somewhere for a living and they were
good citizens.'
Many Salisbury people, and particularly the local elite, were
shocked to see the Cabin Homes being erected next to some of the best
houses on Park Terrace. The Cabin Homes estate was seen as a slum
area, a blot on the township. The tenants were referred to as `Cabin
Homer's'; they were seen as `poor types', the `scum of Adelaide', who
had been rejected for military service and who were therefore working
in munitions. Many Salisbury people saw the Cabin Home residents as
being burdened with social problems. It was claimed that there was a
great deal of fighting and arguing in the Cabin Homes between

neighbours and within families. A local saying indicative of these
attitudes was that `You were safer at the war than in the Cabin Homes
on a Saturday night.' Probably there was some truth in some of these
allegations. One Cabin Home man who joined the Salisbury Bowling
Club spoke of his embarrassment when on summer evenings the sounds
of doors slamming and families arguing could be heard floating across
the bowling green from the Cabin Homes area. Another man, who

spent his childhood in the Cabin Homes, vividly remembers a woman
bursting through the front windows of her house, while being chased by
her husband. The Cabin Home children were seen as being rough and

poorly disciplined. They were always blamed first for any crimes,
mishaps or acts of vandalism. Despite the gravity of the war situation,
and the need for unity, many resented the intrusion of the Cabin Home

people into their time - honoured way -of -life and believed that Salisbury
would be ruined and would lose its quiet, respectable character. The
newcomers were seen as contravening many local traditions. Thus they
spent far too much time drinking and in illegal betting in the local
hotels. They also served alcoholic liquor in the Salisbury Institute.
Before the war, it had been absolutely unheard of for a woman to go
into a hotel in Salisbury, but now they were there and some were even
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getting drunk. Not only did many of the Cabin Home people fail to go

to Church, but they even wanted to organise sporting events on
Sundays. Generally in the township it was believed that local moral
standards fell with the occupation of the Cabin Homes.
Certainly the number of cases heard at the local Court House
increased. Here the local magistrates, mainly farmers and orchardists,

presided as Cabin Home people appeared in relation to offences
ranging from theft (including stealing oranges), drunkenness,
disorderly behaviour and indecent language. Some of the newcomers

had left a trail of creditors behind them, and these and some new
creditors they had acquired in Salisbury tried to recover debts in the
local court house. The Salisbury District Council also resented the
intrusion of the Cabin Home people into the township. This feeling was
intensified by the negligence of the C.W.W.H.T. No rates were paid by
the Commonwealth on the land occupied by the estate. However, the
tenants used, and sometimes over - taxed, the rate - financed Recreation

Park, the hospital and the Institute. The C.W.W.H.T. had made no
arrangements for a health inspector to visit the closely settled estate,
which, with its many children and its lack of proper sewerage and
drainage, was potentially a threat to public health. Thus the local
council had to step in. Furthermore, it was only when the council
intervened, that another threat to public health the lack of garbage
was removed. Not surprisingly, the Cabin
collection on the estate
Home people became a political football passed between the council
and the C.W.W. H.T.
However parochial was the reaction of many Salisbury people, it is
certainly true that their environment had been changed rather rapidly
and ineptly by a bureaucracy which seemed to have no understanding at
all of the social impact of the changes they had wrought. The tenants of
the Cabin Homes, on the other hand, found themselves thrust into a
different and rather difficult situation. A woman who had lived in the
Cabin Homes during the war said:
I can assure you they didn't like the Cabin Homes and they were not
behind the door to tell us so either. Very rude some of the local people
were. You were dubbed as Cabin Homers, those common people, but they
were not backward in taking their trade.
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You went in from the Cabin Homes and there was a few people in there
and it always seemed to work out that the old Salisbury people, even if
they came in after you, they would always be served before you.... it was
noticeable, it was pronounced.

The newcomers resented the superior ways of Salisbury which they saw

as rural, backward and extremely unfriendly. One woman who had
previously lived in various South Australian country towns found that
it was the most unfriendly town she had ever known. Many of those who
came to Salisbury from the metropolitan area missed the facilities and

services of urban life. Thus a former resident of Torrensville noted: `I
hated to have to come to Salisbury which had no-roads, no gardens but
plenty of dirty water, potholes and mosquitoes.' However, some of the
families appreciated the opportunities of life in the country. A man
from Port Adelaide said:
I was interested in fishing and rabbit trapping and all that kind of business
and we used to go from the Old Spot Hotel and set rabbit traps up that way
at the top of the hill there. I mean there was plenty for anyone who was

interested in that, to do, with collecting wood and that.

His son remembered the family enjoying swimming and crabbing at
nearby St Kilda.
Thus, the tenants' reactions to the Cabin Homes and the Estate
were mixed. The houses were very hot in the summer, the unmade roads
were dusty in the summer and so muddy in the winter that the children
had to take their shoes off to walk to school. There were few sporting
and social opportunities for the children in the township, and what the

tenants tried to organise themselves was often hampered by local or
official obstruction. Nevertheless, for many people, the houses with all

their shortcomings were a marked improvement on what they
previously experienced. Even before the Second World War, there was

a shortage of suitable rental accommodation for the lower income
groups in Adelaide.14 This situation had been exacerbated by the influx
of many country people to the city in search of work in the early war
years and by the restrictions on further construction during the war. For
those who had lived in old, dilapidated houses in Adelaide and its inner
suburbs the Cabin Homes were a real improvement. One man wrote:

While the local shop- keepers did very well out of the Cabin Home
population, the latter often met rudeness, outright discrimination and
higher prices in the Salisbury shops. One former Cabin Home resident

Our total floor area is almost double that of the 2 smelly rooms I was
paying £2 a week for permission to occupy before I came here . . .

recalled:

answered their prayers for better conditions.15

compared to the rat infested, bug ridden, dingy rooms and flats in dingier

slums which [the tenants] formerly occupied the cabin homes have
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The rents for the Cabin Homes can be compared very favourably with
those in the city; the rent fora two bedroom unit was 15/ 9 per week and
for a three - bedroom one 17/3 per week.

As a result of the building of the Cabin Homes, Salisbury was
deeply divided during the war. The Commonwealth area was seen as `a
separate community instead of part of the town of Salisbury.'16 Park
Terrace which separated the new area from the old township was seen as
a sort of `no man's land'. It is perhaps not surprising that some hostility
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flock were sent to South Africa `where they sold very well in 1898'.
Neither judgement is correct entirely. Success is hard to measure,
but some successes did occur over the thirty years; the South African
sale of 1898, however, was not one of these.
The recent Australian enthusiasm for Angora goat breeding
parallels an upsurge of activity in the 1860s and 1870s. Both initiatives

link with the continuing Bradford textile industry which in the

ELIZABETH WARBURTON*

In 1978 a world record price of $20,000 for an Angora goat buck was
paid by a New South Wales breeder; in 1873 a probable Australian

record of £45 was paid for Angora bucks landed at Port Adelaide.
These, according to the English agent in Turkey who acted for Price
Maurice, retired South Australian squatter, were two of the `finest and
noblest animals ever seen'. To obtain them he had given `presents to the
natives and very high prices'. Then the goats had to be brought three
hundred miles from their mountain home at Castambul by way of
Angora (Ankara) to Istanbul, whence they were shipped to London and
re- shipped to Australia.

These two goats came in the third flock imported for Price
Maurice. He was the key figure in the local nineteenth- century Angora

industry, since he bought up the original South Australian Angora
flock of J. F. Haigh, and supplied the breeding stock for the last notable
flock of E. C. Kempe. In Angora literature Kempe has become fixed as
the Goat King of South Australia; Price Maurice, who financed an
expensive thirty -year effort to establish the industry and bred as much
fine stock as Kempe, has vanished in a typographical error. `P. Mauriel,
Adelaide,' the Australian histories repeat, imported ten pure Angoras
from Asia Minor in 1869 and 184 more in 1871 and 1873. `The venture
was not a success,' is the verdict, except that the best of the ` Mauriel'
*Elizabeth Warburton, author of Old Stradbroke (Hawthorndene, 1976) and

a contributor to J. W. Warburton (ed.), Five Creeks of the River Torrens
(Adelaide, 1977), is currently writing a history of Burnside.

nineteenth century absorbed the whole of the annual Turkish clip and
encouraged Angora breeding in British colonies. From 1820 to 1880 the
age -old Turkish embargo on exporting Angoras was relaxed, during

which time stud flocks were formed in Cape Colony, Australia and
California. The trade necessitated `long and wearisome journeys in
mountainous regions, negotiations with divers Eastern magnates and
the tedious task of bartering with the owners', all of which, continued
the Adelaide Advertiser of 2 February 1870, was immensely expensive.
And no one knew when the Sultan might re- impose the death penalty
for offences against a re- embargo.
From Castambul, near Angora, came the best goats in Turkey,
producing the longest, whitest, most lustrous fleeces. Sir Titus Salt, a
leading figure in the Bradford Chamber of Commerce and the town's
largest manufacturer, himself imported Angora goats and bred them in
England. Most of his purebreds went to Cape Colony, but a pair came
in 1857 to J. F. Haigh, sheep farmer of Warrow Station, near Port
Lincoln. Along with them were some alpacas, marvelled at in Adelaide
for combining the appearance of goat, sheep, camel and deer. (Register,
11 February 1909.) The alpacas did not thrive at Port Lincoln, but the
Angoras increased to the number of 106, when they were taken over by
Price Maurice for the price of £558. Eventually, Haigh's son William (of

Tiatucka Station, Port Lincoln) was one of the chief buyers at
Maurice's dispersal sale of 1898, paying a good deal less per head than
his father had received.

Another flock was founded in 1869, when James White of

Kapunda bought an Angora buck for £15 and a doe from the Victorian
Acclimatization Society, and let them run in the Murray scrub with
common does. An advantage of the Angora goat is its ability to crossbreed with inexpensive females to produce a saleable fleece at the third
cross and something indistinguishable from pure mohair at the fifth
cross. White added to his flock another 38 mixed - breeds and soon could
sell a purebred kid for £13 and show to the town another fifty `beautiful
looking creatures'. ( Kapunda Herald, April 1872.)
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flourished bodily, the dry conditions did not suit their fleeces. The
crossbreeds, boiled down for their valuable goat tallow, fetched on the
London market a record £2.15s per ton.
First the pure flock and then the remaining crossbreeds were
brought down to Adelaide to occupy quarters which Sabine had
prepared. For the first time Price Maurice acquired the freehold of
South Australian land. His fortune as a sheepowner had been made on
leasehold runs but now, for the goats, he authorised the purchase of
rough hilly country in the Mount Lofty Ranges near the junction of
Sixth Creek and the River Torrens. Within four years 5,369 acres were
obtained; and another 1,000 acres at Fourth Creek, situated four or five
miles over hilly tracks from the larger property. The latter, which they

The 1860s were busy years for livestock importations. Sir Thomas

Elder introduced 121 camels for exploration in desert country, an
ostrich industry was founded, and along with James White's first
Angora pair he introduced two hares which, the Register newspaper
hoped, `may prove as reproductive as the imported rabbits have been'.
Accompanying Price Maurice's first shipment of Angoras came `a lot of

fancy fowls, blackbirds, pigeons, thrushes, starlings and a general
collection very pleasing to connoisseurs in those matters'. (Advertiser, 4
January 1870). Two years later with his second shipment came more of
the same, plus skylarks, pheasants, finches and `other denizens of the
Old Country in excellent feather'.

Books, pamphlets, newspaper articles and word of mouth
encouraged this migration of species. So far as Angoras were concerned,
prospects seemed very bright. The value of mohair exports from Cape

named Castambul, cost nearly £10,000 for the land, besides the price of
the homestead buildings and, much more, of the fencing. Some of the
thick no. 6 black wire used for this purpose is still found on Castambul
hilltops. These heavy wires strung out horizontally were interlaced with
lighter vertical wires, built high enough to keep in the goats. These were
well able to climb up the struts and jump over the top, but Angoras are

Colony had increased from £359 in 1865 to £10,000 in 1870, and the
English market was said to be limitless. South Australia could match
the Cape's climatic conditions; why then not match the enterprise? The
three -year drought of the 1860s sharpened interest in the possibilities of
animals reputed to flourish where sheep would die. At least they might

docile creatures and caused no trouble in that way, according to
Thomas Dearman, station manager. (Advertiser, 28 June 1884,
Supplement, p. 3.)

be tried along with sheep, since their eating habits were complementary:

angoras being browsers could live on scrub, leaving herbage for the
sheep. The goat, it was said, carried more fleece than the sheep, it bred
more rapidly, was more enduring, and grew hair more valuable than

Fourth Creek was used as the goat stud, and as a shearing point for
sheep from both properties. The manager's house remains among the
buildings in the Morialta Conservation Park that has absorbed Price
Maurice's one -time estate. The present picnic ground by Stradbroke
Road was the ram paddock, and the hills at the back harboured some of
the finest Angora goats ever to come out of Asia Minor, along with their
carefully- reared progeny.

wool. As the Advertiser pointed out, `It will be of no small advantage to
substitute for fourpenny and sixpenny wool, hair worth several shillings

per pound.'
Price Maurice's contingents of goats, therefore, roused great
interest. `They are beautiful creatures,' the Chronicle reported of his
1870 shipment, `and the gentleman who selected them writing from
Constantinople to Mr A. L. Elder (of London, who acted for Price
Maurice) states that he doubts if a hundred goats equal to them in form
and quality could be picked in all of Asia Minor.' Adelaideans were
urged to visit the goats in a yard at the back of Elder Smiths' office

In all, Price Maurice from his retreat at Brighton, England,
arranged the purchase of 184 purebred Angora goats, each arrival
welcomed warmly by the Adelaide press. `The enterprise shown in

before they were shorn of their magnificent eight -month growth of hair.

Master of the flock for thirty years was Clement Sabine, also
manager of Price Maurice's northern sheep runs
Oladdie, Pekina,
Mt Eba and of Warrow, Lake Hamilton and Bramfield beyond Port
Lincoln. The first plan was to try the goats at Pekina and Oladdie, 671
semi -arid square miles near Tarcowie, where conditions were similar to

those at the Cape; but experience proved that although the goats
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introducing a new source of pastoral wealth into the colony is deserving
of praise and imitation,' it would pronounce in general terms; and in
particulars its interest was minute. `Great credit is due to Captain Angel
[of the Collingrove which brought all three consignments] for the care
bestowed on the animals,' they declared, and similar praise rewarded
the shepherd. Mr Gayes, it appears, tended at least two of the flocks at
sea, and staged a pretty scene after landing: `The goats were brought up
to Adelaide by rail and after leaving the railway track followed by Mr
Gayes, in a most picturesque manner, along North Terrace across King
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William Street to the yards at the rear of the Club Hotel, Rundle Street

.... The unusual spectacle of so many of these beautiful creatures

following through the streets the person who had charge of them, was
very striking especially when immediately at the sound of his voice.any
stragglers which had been disturbed by the traffic, hurried up after him.'
(Register, 19 February 1872.)
The last importation of 1873 contained sixty -one pure ewes besides
the two bucks. `They are to be sent to a farm at the Fourth Creek,' said
the Observer, `where there are already 174 goats, and the total number
of 237 will constitute the largest pure flock in the Australian colonies.'
Moreover, `638 ewe goats of various crosses from the first to the fourth'
were coming down from Oladdie.
One of the goats, sent to the Sydney Intercolonial Exhibition of
1873, won first prize, its safe return in the Rangatira duly being noted. It

arrived home, according to the Register of 22 May, `in capital
condition, only that the appearance of the fleece has not been improved
by the voyage.' Later, at the Sydney International Exhibition of 1879,
one of Maurice's Angora fleeces gained a `First Degree of Merit'; and a

goat skin, tanned at Castambul, was commended. A Castambul skin
won the silver medal at the Paris Exhibition of 1878 and was presented
to the Princess of Wales. Parisian costumiers, it was said, would give
two or three guineas each for such skins, to make ladies' muffs. Eight
fleeces were prepared for the London Exhibition of 1886, but no report
has been found of their success or failure.
Clement Sabine's task was endlessly demanding. The moisture, for
which the flocks had been brought to Mount Lofty, was sometimes
excessive and often untimely. `Better lose the hair than the goats,' he
wrote after two attempts to shear in the very wet August of 1880; in
August 1889 he had to send the clip to the Port by way of Houghton
`inasmuch as the Sixth Creek road has been completely destroyed by the
floods of May last'. (Register, 28 August.) August 1878 was bad, too: 'I

am sorry so many pure nannies died,' he wrote to Dearman, `it makes
me quite unhappy about the goats, there seems no luck at all.'
Further, he must decide on the matings, on which animals to cull,
where to sell and above all, on how to keep them fed. The flock was
increasing and Castambul was not big enough for them. He decided to

send some to Mount Eba, 270 miles north of Port Augusta; other
pastures would have to be found for the rest. In February 1878 he wrote
to Dearman: `I have been looking for country for a change for the goats
near Mt Lofty but so many fires have been there I cannot get country.'

He would look between Lobethal and Mount Torrens for `bushy land
not much used by anyone' to see if he could get a lease for two months
`and I can then send the Castambul goats and the Fourth Creek goats
for the change'.
At Noarlunga grazing was found and a camp put in the charge of
two shepherds. One of these, Sabine noted, was a happy and contented
man whose goats did well; the other was not satisfied, not happy or
contented, and his goats did not do well. `I shall not forget this,' he
underlined to Dearman. Adelaide Angora breeders of the present day
agree entirely with Sabine that these sensitive creatures are physically
affected by the attitude of their caretaker.
Sales must have been recorded in a ledger now lost but a few
arrangements appear in the letter book. Sir Thomas Elder and Mr Barr
Smith would have a snow white skin each for their houses and a dyed
skin each for their carriages; Mr Bagot bought a buck; Dr Schomburgk

was given a pair for the animal enclosure in the Botanic Garden; 25 does
were sent to Sydney; Mr Cooke from Western Australia called to view
the flock.

But the general picture worsened. In 1881 Sabine made a
discouraging accounting: `We keep 1,000 goats, 1,200 sheep, 120 horses
and cattle.' Wages and other expenses were rising, prices were falling.
As a luxury item, mohair fluctuated in price more than wool; when it
was fashionable it realised 3s.6d a pound but by 1884 it had dropped to
ls.8d. `Look after those Sydney ewes and lambs,' Sabine warned

Dearman in 1879, `they are worth more to Mr Maurice than all the goats

and all the cattle.' In 1880: `Sheep will pay Mr Maurice better than
Angora wethers.' And 1883: `My English advices point to disposing of
the property if it does not pay.'
By 1884 Castambul was eaten out and Sabine decided to offer
1,230 goats for sale. The scene was set at the Stud Farm, Fourth Creek;
luncheon and refreshments would be served, a four -horse coach would
leave Elder Smith's office at 10.30 a.m. At the luncheon, which as the

Advertiser of 28 June remarked, `was more than a preliminary canter to
the sale', the roast `venison' was relished and praised by most of the
visitors. But the day was very wet and so `the attendance was smaller

than might have been anticipated.' Several pastoral firms were

represented and `Sir Thomas Elder himself was present'. But to no avail.
`Bidders were shy and talked of purchasing privately.'

In 1894 Price Maurice died, leaving £80,000 besides South
Australian land and livestock valued at over £250,000. Within a few

PRICE MAURICE'S ANGORA GOATS

82

ELIZABETH WARBURTON

83

years his estate, still in the care of Clement Sabine, was wound up. Such

Clement Sabine had to bear the disappointment but `P. Mauriel',

of the goats as attracted buyers were sold, then on 17 June 1898, the
remaining 240 Castambul purebreds were offered at auction. Mohair

luckily for him, did not live to see the day.

was down to 1 s.21 /d per lb., and bidders understandably remained shy.

Adelaide dispersal sale, the next leader of the industry was founding his
Angora stud. This was Ernest Courtenay Kempe of Peake Station north
of Lake Eyre, where average rainfall for years might be no more than
31/ inches. There, he believed and proved, Angora goats could flourish.
In 1897 he bought one Castambul buck and two does of pure breed, and
had them carried by team on an expensive journey of 634 miles. Then at
Maurice's final sale he bought twenty specially selected bucks and 124
pure nannies.
For eighteen years Kempe managed Peake Station for Messrs J.

Again the weather was bad, so that the goats travelled on wet muddy
roads as they made their last journey from Castambul to Fourth Creek
`a proceeding which much impaired their beauty'. This misfortune,
however, as the Advertiser said, `would not altogether account for the
extremely low prices realised, so much as the fact that there is little or no
demand for them, and people do not care about the trouble of keeping

and breeding them; the day of the Angora in South Australia has
evidently not arrived yet.'
The press, interested to the last, wrote their valedictory lines on `the

unique flock which for so many years found a home among the crags
and hills of Mr Maurice's Castambul estate'. (Register, 18 June). The
Advertiser lamented the dispersal of `the only pure bred flock of any size
in the colony', both on account of `the picturesqueness of the animal and
its suitability for our climate.' The Australasian (Melbourne) noted the
passing of `the famous flock of Angora goats which were established at

Life however, especially goat life, goes on. Even before the

and C. Bagot, but in 1901 after ten years of drought they sold to Sir
Sidney Kidman and Kempe, who remained as the managing partner.
Thus, as the histories like to tell it, the Cattle King of South Australia
joined forces with the Goat King. By this time the latter reigned over
1,000 Angoras, rising to twice as many at their peak (again to quote). By
keeping them shepherded and carefully culled, he succeeded in retaining
the fine quality of the mohair, to such an extent that it sometimes took

Castambul, S.A.... The animals have earned a good reputation in
other parts of the world, and we understand that a consignment of

top price on the London market. Mr Hollings, a Bradford expert,
`declared that South Australian mohair is superior to that of Cape

bucks and does will be shipped to South Africa. Henceforth Castambull
[sic] will cease to be a breeding place for angoras.'
A picked ten bucks and fifteen does had indeed been reserved for
the South African market, where figures of £ 100 to £500 were known for
top quality animals. Clement Sabine felt hopeful. `A breeder of angora
goats,' he wrote to Elder Smiths, `who arrived here two years ago from
the Cape, saw the Castambul flock and stated none so fine and none so
good were in Africa . ... He sent over samples [of buck fleeces] that won

Colony'. (Advertiser, 17 May 1906).
Peake goats sold widely. Kempe had New Zealand and Queensland
connections, having worked in both places after emigrating in 1870, and
sales were made there to breeders. In fact, the Advertiser of 17 May

first prize in the 1897 Exhibition, Port Elizabeth Show.' None of the
previous samples, Sabine declared, `can compare with the texture,
lustre, length, fineness and absolute purity of the fleeces on the Angoras
you are about to ship . ... The best mohair grown in Asia Minor are on a

par but do not exceed in quality those bred here .... This is a great
chance for the African buyer.'
Nevertheless, as the Advertiser prophetically saw, `the question is
whether they will stand the voyage and be fit for sale on arrival.' Too
true, the voyage was particularly hard and the goats looked much less
than their best at Port Elizabeth. Highest price realised for a Castambul
buck was £70 and some went as low as £12.10s. Females sold lower still.

quoted the Chief Inspector of Stock for Queensland as writing to
Kempe that `future generations would bless him for having started the
Angora industry in Central Australia.' Kempe himself firmly believed
that goats were the answer to arid -land productivity and he did much to
encourage the idea.
John Bailes of Blood's Creek, with 605 miles of country a hundred
miles north of Oodnadatta, introduced 140 common goats and bought
Angora bucks from Kempe, running the flock with merino sheep. Both
flourished, the goats up to an estimated number of 2,000. Bailes, too, was
an enthusiast for a Central Australian goat industry, both in person and
through the press. The Observer of 14 January 1905, printed several
pictures of the Blood's Creek goats and the Aborigines who shepherded
them.
Within eight years of founding the `Central Australian flock' of

pure Angoras, Kempe died. On 16 May 1906, buyers gathered in
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Adelaide from New Zealand, Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria,
Tasmania and South Australia itself, to a sale handled by Dalgety & Co.
`This flock of goats,' they announced, `which is probably one of the
finest and largest in the Australian States, holds a reputation second to
none.' Up for auction was the whole of the famous Peake Station flock,
700 does and 500 bucks. `Probably the largest flock of Angora goats
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much as Angoras of antiquity were tended, by family groups.
Meanwhile, the fashion industry
Italian, French, German
gladly absorbs the lustrous mohair. Japanese industrialists, Bradford
manufacturers, seek it also; so do Americans, now bereft of Texan
mohair because land there has become too expensive for goats. $20,000
for one Australian buck begins to make sense.

ever offered for sale in Australia,' guessed the Advertiser, 17 May,
forgetting Price Maurice's 1,230 goats in 1884. Clearly, Ernest Kempe

had worked hard to maintain the purity of the flock and even to
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At the Chamber of Manufacturers Exhibition last year, Mr Kempe

exhibited several of these goats and also a magnificent trophy of mohair

obtained from them which he afterwards presented to the School of

1974).

Mines.... He succeeded in producing a goat like the sheep, so to speak,

Price Maurice. Letter book, Castambul, 29 August 1876
Australian National University, 8/224.

with wool on the stomach or what sheep men call `well covered' right down
to the legs.

After that, darkness falls on the Angora industry. The Register of
12 February 1916 revives the subject, interviewing Ernest Kempe's
brother -in -law, H. G. Giles, manager of Bon Bon station, 250 miles
north -west of Port Augusta. He was a goat supporter, but more for its
meat - eating value in remote homesteads and impoverished farming
households. `Development Strongly Advocated', cried the Register, but

there was a world war in progress and a world economic depression
pending, followed by another world war. Human hands during all that
time did very little about silky mohair.
Very different was the world of the goats. Left alone, they took
charge of their immense domain, eating the brush that holds the earth
together, climbing trees to munch their leaves, shinning nimbly up rock

faces for the pocket of fodder concealed above

and breeding,

breeding, breeding.
Station owners in the Flinders Ranges and the Department for the

Environment have inherited an enormous, perhaps an insoluble
problem. `More enduring than the sheep,' they echo from the past, `as
reproductive as the rabbit.' Blessings on founding fathers are not, after
all, heard in wild goat country. One generation's wisdom may become
another generation's idea of culpable folly.

The obvious truth is that all animals able to survive in arid
conditions endanger the habitat; if uncontrolled by shepherds or
predators, they threaten disaster. Purebred Angora studs in South
Australia now are found in agricultural holdings, personally tended

I
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five weeks I was scarcely able to move my head from my pillow with
Sea - sickness, which brought me so low that I could render but very little
assistance to the dear children, as I was obliged to be helped on deck by
two persons, Edward and another Edward and the children suffered but

DOCUMENT

Mrs Ellen Moger's Letter to Her Parents, 1840
Mr and Mrs Edward Moger and their children were among the 321 passengers
on the barque Moffatt, 820 tons, which left London on 26 August 1839 and
arrived at Port Adelaide on 19 December. In the letter reproduced below Mrs
Moger describes conditions on the voyage to Australia and upon their arrival
in Adelaide.
Edward Moger went into business as a brewer and maltster. Moger Lane,
off the north side of Pirìe Street, Adelaide, was named after him. Emily, the
surviving child of the voyage on the Moffatt, later married Charles Mends, who
was admitted to the South Australian Bar in 1851. Mends, a younger brother of
Admiral Sir William Mends, died at a relatively early age, leaving a wife and
two daughters, one of whom was the mother of Mr Vernon Cross of Newport,
Victoria, who kindly provided us with a copy of the letter.

Adelaide, Gouger St.
Jan 28th, 1840.

My dear Parents,
I embrace Mr Mathews' return (one of our passengers who is going
back to England on the earliest Ship) as a safe means of communication

to you. I have very melancholy accounts to give, which I cannot do
without great excitement to my feelings.
We landed at Holdfast Bay, about 7 miles from Adelaide (the ship
being too large to go into port) on the 10th [sic] of Dec 1839, having
been just four months to a day on the Great Deep. We had a safe, and
many would say, a delightful voyage; but as regards myself, for the first

little from sickness. But as we entered on a warmer climate, the dear
children became relaxed (with the exception of Emily) gradually getting
weaker and, for want of proper nourishment, became at last sorrowful
spectacles to behold. They could eat none of the ship's provisions and
our vessel was not like many that are sent out, provided with one or
more cows for the accommodation of the sick; and had I the voyage to
take again, I would make that a first consideration as I firmly believe the
dear children would have lived, and much sickness been spared, had we
experienced proper attention from our Doctor, and been provided with
a little natural nourishment.
Poor little Alfred was the first that died on the 30th of Oct, and on
the 8th of Nov, dear Fanny went and three days after on the i lth the
dear babe was taken from me. I scarcely know how I sustained the
shock, though I was certain they could not recover, yet when poor
Fanny went it over - powered me and from the weakness of my frame,
reduced me to such a low nervous state that for many weeks I was not
expected to survive. It seems I gave much trouble but knew nothing
about it, and though I was quite conscious that the dear baby and Fanny
were thrown overboard, I would still persist that the water could not
retain them and that they were with me in the berth. I took strange
fancies into my head and thought that Mother had said I should have
her nice easy chair to sit up in, and if they would only lift me into it I
should soon get well. I had that chair of Mother's in my "mind's eye" for
many weeks and was continually talking about it.
I was bled and blistered or rather plastered and continued in that
weak state until within a week of landing. I think I never should have
recovered at Sea
you can have no idea of the effect the sea has upon
some constitutions
mine for instance, it was a sort of Sea
Consumption. Our Captain took great notice of our children, when he
saw them gradually wasting away and would send for them into his
Cabin, and give them port -wine, almost daily. In fact, wine and water
was the only nourishment they took for weeks, and that was given them
too late. I would advise everyone who came out for Australia to bring
nourishing things with them and take in turn with what is allowed on
board, for the change is so great and so sudden to what we have been
accustomed that the constitution unless very strong sinks under it.
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My dear Emily now seems more precious to us than ever, and I feel
very thankful I did not leave her in England; her health is not as good as
formerly, having something Scurvy, the effects of salt diet. She is also
troubled with weak eyes, a complaint exceedingly common in this town,

which the ordinary deck cleaners commence their operations by
throwing chlorides of lime and scouring out, which you may suppose is
quite necessary and with all they were in a sad state of filth, frequently
finding vermin, but could not tell from whence they came. I spared no
trouble to get fresh and clean changes of clothes for the dear children,
whilst alive, but to no purpose. They were soon remarked as being the
four nicest children on the Ship and this you can imagine caused no little
jealousy amongst some of the mothers and there not a few queer ones
amongst them, I assure you.
Pardon this digression, my dear parents, for whilst I write, many
thoughts of scenes and past trials enter my mind and frequently I feel as
tho I must throw away my pen, though I have much, very much I would
tell you, nay, more than my poor weak spirits will enable me to recite.
However, as I am enabled strength of body I trust I shall of mind also, I
experience more resignation to my circumstances. I have been under a
Doctor Nash's attendance since we landed, for a month, and he ordered

from the great degree of heat, light, and dust.
It is now time to say a little about the country, after so much said of
my frail self. I have given you but a poor description of our voyage from

the fact that little transpired worthy of comment, for it was, I assure
you, one continued scene of confusion. I will, however, give you a faint
description of one day, and you will then be able to judge of the rest.
The bell calls "the watch" off at six o'clock in the morning when
down comes the Steward to give out the rations for the day. "Ho Mess!"
(Six persons comprise a Mess) for rice, biscuits, flour, suet and raisins,
or such as it may be reiterated through the ship, till one is stunned with
the sound. Then comes such a rush of meagre looking visages till all are
served. Then immediately follows the cry of "boiling water ". Then there
is such a scamper, with piles of soap, biscuits and slices of pork to roast

me strengthening medicine and port wine, which have wonderfully
restored me. Edward was also laid by for more than a week since
landing, but I am happy to say he is now regaining his strength. I fear I
am covering my paper in my old style, sooner than I expected. I will,
therefore, proceed to tell you many things in few words.
There were seasons on board when I could have wished and did

at the Galley fire which, many having to wait full half an hour to
accomplish, return metamorphosed into Blackamoors, with smut and
smoke. When the great treat was over, those who were able to go, were
ordered on deck to break -fast and there kept the whole of the day. Great
was the difficulty to keep the emigrants above, not withstanding there
was an awning to shelter them from the scorching sun.
The Doctor was a young and very austere man, and during the first
half of the passage very careless and inattentive to the health of the
passengers, till there were many alarming deaths, when he became more
solicitous, respecting them.
During my last illness he appeared quite an altered man towards
me, allowing me more brandy, arrowroot or whatever I could take. In
turn, and as a recompense on my part it seems, I invited him (whilst in a
state of delirium) to my wedding dinner of roast pig and turkey. I was in
an odd way, as you may suppose, to take such fancies into my head.
We had thirty deaths during the voyage, besides a young gent, a
cabin passenger, who was missing one morning at breakfast time, when
it was discovered that he must have thrown himself from the porthole in
his cabin. He was a man of very quiet and reserved habits and no cause
could be assigned why he did the direful act.
But, to return to my description of the transactions of the day. Ere
the sumptious repast of biscuits or port, or biscuits and butter is over,
down comes our Commander, the Dr. ordering all beds on deck, after
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wish that you were with me, to contemplate the beauty of the setting sun
its splendour was beyond description, and in a few moments you turn
to behold the moon rising in silent majesty and shedding her glorious
rays over the fast and mightly world of wonders. Whilst gazing on the
beautiful scene you are, perhaps, interrupted by the sad tolling of a bell,
informing you some poor victim to sickness and privation was about to
be launched into a watery grave; such events are not uncommon, but the
mind, I assure you, soon becomes hardened and callous on board a ship.
No doubt, you are anxious to know how we like the country and
what we are doing and I also am solicitous to inform you, at the same
time, I am at a loss what to say, as there are two ways to represent the
same case. One very flattering or the reverse, but I wish you to know
from me the plain truth as I would ought extenuate, or ought set down

malice, but as far as my little knowledge will authorize, without

embellishment, make a fair statement. To say I like the country would
be false, for I do not. And I believe the English are greatly deceived with
the many flattering accounts respecting the beauty of the country and
fine salubrious air of South Australia. It is true we came in the heat of

90

DOCUMENT

MRS ELLEN MOGER'S LETTER TO HER PARENTS

summer but, I write as I find it. The heat has been most intense and

wood houses one storey high, but it is a rare thing to find a bedroom
above.
I must not forget to tell you that I have still in my possession the

when attended by what is called the "hot winds" and whirlpools of dust,
which are like clouds of smoke, extending as far as the eye can reach, it
causes an overpowering lassitude which I am unable to describe. When
the rain comes it descends in torrents, we have not had much. Winter
here is considered the growing season. At the present time everything is

parcel 'of letters I brought out for Mr. Edwon, who you will probably see
before you receive this, and hear many more particulars than I am able
to give you.

scorched up, or I should say bears the appearance of barreness for I
have not yet seen anything to scorch. I asked Mr. Brandis the other day

I was much disappointed to find no natural productions of the
country, nor any kind of fruit to be seen, except a few apples brought
from Van Dieman's Land and sold from 3d. to 6d. each.
You will see by the date of this that I began it some weeks ago, but
no Ship has gone out and the person who I thought to send it by has
made up his mind to stay, so I shall post it. I have been informed that
Mr. Edwards will soon return to Australia, should he do so, do not fail

where the beautiful gerraniums grew that he sent such a fine account of
to England, as having "trampled under foot ". His reply was that they

greta few miles off in the country where, he said, everything bore a
different aspect.
Vegetables and provisions in general are very high in price. A loaf
not weighing 4 lbs. costs 4/ -, and very indifferent. Flour 1/2d. per lb.

to send a small parcel by him. A few articles that with you cost but little,
with us are very dear. A few dozen boxes of Lucifers matches would be
very acceptable, and a few score yards of Dun's straw plait for hats and

Butter is 3/ 6d., cheese 3/ -, soap 2/ 6. Tell me where is the vast difference

of gain, when you calculate that three pounds expended on the same
articles here, will not go farther than one pound in England. We paid, in

bonnets are very expensive here. Common gauze veils are almost

less than one week 15/6d. for bread only, and where shall we find a
substitute, potatoes are 6d. per pound, onions 1/ 6d., small cabbages 3d.
a head, meat is the most reasonable, being 9d. per pound, and very good

if eaten the same day as killed, or otherwise the flies blow it and it
becomes tained in a few hours.
Bugs and fleas we have by thousands everywhere. Some nights I
can get no rest for them. When we came first I was in that horrid place,
the Square, and caught from 100 to 200 of a night and still they were
swarming. Ants and mosquitoes are also very tiresome, these are a few
of the comforts of "Australia ".
That there are some advantages here cannot be disputed. Persons
are paid for their labour which, in England, they are not and all who will
work may find employment. People who came here three years ago with
a little money, may now if they please, return to their native land and
settle down comfortably and those who have money now may do well

here. Building is all the rage; a common labourer who earns 7 or 8
shillings per day, is building what he calls a house; and it sounds very
fine to say "I have bought my land and am building my house" which
could you see prove merely four mud walls roughly covered in, with
ground for the floor and a small hole for the windows covered with a bit
of canvas or four small panes of glass; such is the house, and hundreds
there are of them, which comprise the grand city of Adelaide. There are

streets a mile in length and a considerable number of tidy brick and
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indispensable to protect the eyes from the sun, dust and flies. I already
regret leaving my parasole behind, they are most desirable and cost
from one to two pounds apiece. I shall also be glad if you can send me a
few drugs, many sorts not being able to be got for money. Carbonate of
Soda is 6d. per oz, Tartaric Acid 1/6 oz. and in this warm climate they
are very refreshing. Senna, salts, cream of tartar and Rhubarb are most
useful in this inflammatory country. Our bodies are, at the present time,
in complete state of irritation poor Emily is quite an object. I trust it
will soon die away. My hair has fallen off my head and the little that is
growing appears to be grey. You may fancy me a fine figure, people
dress very gaily here, and at Church you would be surprised at the
elegance that is displayed.
Money with many seems of no account and a pound is thought less
of than a Crown with you. Everybody appears to live well, and tis
continual cooking all day long, and we all seem to have good appetites;
the cause may be from having been reduced so low at Sea.
We are renting a room from some very comfortable Cornish people
who have been here three years and are doing very well. They are
exceedingly kind to us, and I flatter myself I shall never find that
deception in them as with some in England who professed themselves
my friends.
Edward has written to his family but at the same time I wish you to
present my best love to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Moger, whose kindness to
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self and dear children I shall ever remember with gratitude. I hope they
are all in the enjoyment of good health. Robert might do well here with
his three sons, as they grow older. A son is a fortune to a father in this
new colony. How are Brother Herbert and his wife? I should like to
know if they are still living in Cumberland St., Bristol. Brother might
soon realize a fortune here by getting credit from a Birmingham house
which is the way they transact business in this place as all the articles
must come from home.
I must now inform you that we have begun to pay for half an acre of
land about two miles from the town and near the water, well calculated
for a garden when cultivated; the price is £30. You see how land is risen
Edward is engaged in the sawing business and earns from ten
in value
to 12 shillings a day, but from not being strong has been obliged
occasionally to lose time. I have earned at needlework 16/- per week
and think, in the course of a little time, when I regain my health and am
stronger, to open a school and am sure of having pupils.
The day before yesterday there were two men hung for attempted
murder and plunder, they were run -away transports from Sydney.
We have heard nothing from Mrs. Tuck and her husband. They
might do well here, carpenters get 13 or 14 shillings per day and are
much wanted. I wish my Edward was one!
I shall cherish the hope of ending my days in England and seeing
you all once more. My dear child sends her love, she perfectly recollects
her grandpapa who bought her the nice new shoes she is now wearing

and her grandmama that gave her the pretty silver money. She is
continually talking of her poor sisters and brother and says, "The baby
had such pretty eyes had she not Mother ?" and poor Fanny too; "but
they are better off now Mother, are they not ?"
And now with our united love believe me your ever affectionate
daughter,
Ellen Moger

i

Adelaide, March

18

1840.

REVIEW ARTICLE

A Critical History of South Australian Literature 1836 -1930.
Paul Depasquale. Pioneer Books, Warradale, 1978. 328 pp. $30.00.
The first thing that strikes one about a book like this is that it must have
been a labour of love. Even at the price he is forced to charge (not so
very exceptional these days) he'll never get his money back. Of course
there'll be good library sales: every library will, or should, buy it. But I
doubt if that will cover it. The thing is, I suppose, this book represents

something that Paul Depasquale had to do. He is a bookseller and an
antiquarian; he has, and has been motivated by, the passion for that sort

of thing. A rarity, which I doubt will ever make him rich and
prosperous. Except in things of the spirit.
And by the spirit I don't mean anything highfalutin'. I imagine one
can't do a job like this without a certain love of dust and mouldiness, a
fascinated preoccupation with the arid and a pigheaded persistence in
the digestion of trivia. The first requirement is a capacity not to be put
off by the off - putting, but to find romance in it or beauty, or merely
profit (to the mind, that is); real rewards. The time one spends with
Depasquale is interesting time. It is like having someone with you who
knows his way round, when you are visiting the dump to see if you can
pick up something useful. Or to use a rather more literary comparison,
it is like bumping into a local John Aubrey and sitting for the rest of the
afternoon over a round or two of mulled claret, warmed by the poker, in
some snug, fubsy little pub where the pace is slow and the atmosphere
congenial to reminiscence and intellectual conversation.
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Not being a trained historian myself, I am grateful for this
approach
the antiquarian's; that is, as opposed to the scientist's. I
suppose there is a middle point, the humanist's, and that's where we all
would wish to be, especially if our interests are literary; but it's not so
easily defined. Here, for instance, if we want to be orderly, we need to
begin with a kind of discrimination that is going to conflict with our
antiquarian curiosity. So somehow we have to be able to distribute our
criticisms with a special kind of justice: judicially to a degree, but also

appreciatively. And also proportionally. We do need to retain our
awareness when we are merely blowing off dust or shining the torch into
some desperately obscure corner, and equally when we are unearthing
cobwebby treasure. The antiquarian says, `Hey, come and look at this!'
the disciplined historian says, `H'm, it's junk. Leave it.' When I reflect
how in some dark and unknowable future age the wandering attention
of a curious observer may fall momentarily upon this page, my regard

for the antiquarian goes up; and I imagine Depasquale must have felt
quite like that about a number of the writers ... and personalities ... he
stops to give a brief resuscitation to in these pages. How tenuous is the
hold any one of us has on life!
such is the magic of literature, that it
increases it.
Is that the whole reason why people write books? Poetry? Even
history? Perhaps not; but it's a substantial motive. In particular one has
questions to ask of a young, new, outlandish community in which (as in
South Australia in 1836) life in terms both of the individual and the
group
seems to begin afresh, from, as it were, scratch. It is not
absolute scratch. Settlers don't come unaccompanied; their baggage
includes a considerable cultural heritage. But there is a real sense in
which they do go back to square one. In some respects (and let us here
admit to making a rather romantic generalization, with, however, a core
of truth to it) any such new community has to start with (the phrase is
A. D. Hope's) a fresh human LCM. Patterns are there but they don't
and can't work in the old way; the new environment makes new men.

There might be a number of historical avenues up which that
observation could lead us. If we look only at the literary one, what
strikes us immediately is the thought: Articulation is a basic human
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embrace it because it talks not only to our contemporaries, but also as I
have just hinted to the future. (A forlorn hope, no doubt, in 999 out of
1,000 cases; but a hope nevertheless.)
Expression is the key. But let us reflect what the word means. If we
think of it invariably as the outward revelation of an inward beauty, we
are being idealistic: too idealistic. What a man says may not, in fact, be
what he really thinks; he can be self- deceived (he can even be a liar).
What he says he feels, may be even further from the truth. Most of us
(and I suppose this may be even more helplessly true of people in a new
community, cut off from old associations, still without benefit of new
ones) live our lives in a state of mental, emotional and even intellectual
confusion. We do our best to minimize it, and can persuade ourselves
we succeed at least partially; but confusion is natural to man, and except
if we are ventre -a -terre Rousseauists we will expect it to be particularly
abundant in a community of LCMs. For that reason, though, of course,
expression and articulation become even more pressingly necessary. It
is only by uttering that we can discover what we mean to say. In the
process of learning there is bound to be a considerable amount of trial and -error and experimentalism these may be more or less kind words
for deceptions and self- deceptions of various kinds, errors, hypocrisies
and dishonesties, all however moving to one end: discovering what we

are, who we are, why we are and where we are. Of course this is a
continuing process because the factors are always changing; but it is
also, and emphatically also, a preliminary exploration. Once we are on
our feet we can walk somewhere, even if it is in the wrong direction; of
course we're always doing that, and starting off again.

What Depasquale's book does is partly itself a function of this
process. We have not come so far on our way nobody ever does
that the tentative and the experimental are over for us. But in a century
and a half we have reached a point where it is possible to turn round and
look back. A self- assessment is feasible. We can run a critical and
appreciative eye over progress so far. We shall be bound to observe a
great deal of litter, but we need not always, or not inexorably, call it

rubbish. We have acquired enough footing to visit the dump as

drive. Why? Because in that way we enlarge our hold on life. (Or some

historians and antiquarians both, and may aspire to become nascent
humanists:. realistic and
if it is ever possible at all
without

other reason if you can think of a better.) The reason really doesn't
matter, the fact is, as human beings
as human communities we

prejudice. In this sense A Critical History of South Australian

must express ourselves. Expression is life. Literature, of course, is only
one form of expression, but it is one of which the record remains. We

Literature 1836 -1930 is a landmark.
First we should glance at the map, or to speak without figure, at
Depasquale's Table of Contents. Clearly, what he covers (since he stops
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at 1930) all happened a very long time ago. One of the profoundest
observations critical insights yet offered about Australian literary
art comes from James McAuley: `Beauty is order and good chance in
the artesian heart', and what he adds is almost as perceptive: `And does
not wholly fail, though we impede'. He trims off the thought with
references to the `reluctant and uneasy land', the `lean plough' and the
`fretful seed'; but also concedes `the gush of waters'. The poet was not a

South Australian but the poem first appeared in a South Australian
publication, one of the Jindyworobak Anthologies. It is one of my
regrets that Depasquale's survey does not get as far as the
Jindyworobaks. No doubt, since they are merely beaten to the post by
the 1930 limit, that was because he regarded them as the beginning of a
new phase. I am personally not altogether so sure; I can see them almost
equally well as the last of the colonials, and that is Depasquale's broad
interest. However, in what he does include we have plenty to throw light
on McAuley's artesian heart, his reluctant and fretful territory; and we
see the beginning if not the full and free gush of the waters.
Depasquale sets out three divisions of the literary landscape, and
within each he follows three categorical interests. His three `periods' are
1836 -1870, which saw the colony (or Province) begun, nursed through
infancy, and launched into its first confident prosperity; 1871 -1900,
which saw it consolidate and then enter into the federal frame of mind;
and 1901 -1930, a period of early maturity, still very much a remote,
provincial community, but weathering a major crisis in the 1914 -18 war

and becoming ready to see itself, if not yet quite achieving the fact,
integrated in a context with the rest of the Australian nation and the
world. In a hundred years, then, here was, in a manner of speaking, the
history of mankind in a nutshell. In each of these divisions the literary
categories reviewed are (1) `Background and Literary Periodicals',
(2) Verse and (3) Novel
that is, fiction in general.
A word on each of these. In every serious literary survey much
importance is inevitably placed on verse. I say inevitably, because verse
is commonly believed to be the most basic form of literary expression. It

may be the most primitive, and it seems to have great vigour and
persistence. But I am glad to see that Depasquale does not place it first.
The truth is, little verse that is of any distinction little, that is, that is
truly memorable
did emerge in South Australia before 1930. More
may be claimed for the fiction. True, `more' does not necessarily mean
`much'; but it is something to be able to point to such a work as Spence's
Clara Morison in the fifties, and Newland's Paving the Way forty years
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later neither of them masterpieces, but in the way of literature related
to and expressive of its local origin, deservedly holding attention. Two
swallows are not a summer, but for all that much eager energy went into
the writing of fiction. We must beware of the standards by which we
judge it. It may come as a surprise to some of us today to be informed
that we had two very considerable world -wide best- seller authors dating
from the 1890s: Guy Boothby and A. G. Hales, the inventors of
characters quite famous in their day, the romantic mystery man and
arch - rascal Dr Nikola and the boldly adventurous McGlusky. Both
authors are still readable if you are in the right mood; and both were
prodigiously prolific. Another with rather less modern appeal would be

Maud Jean Franc (Mrs E. Evans) who between 1860 and 1885
published, Depasquale tells us, `more than a dozen novels', all aimed at

young readers, and all inculcating `the benefit of practical religion,
morality, and sobriety'. One of her heroines, Marian Herbert (Marian;
or, the Light of Someone's Home: A Tale of Australian Bush Life) is a
young governess, 'a Bible- quoting paragon of prayer and virtue, who
discovers to her horror that Christ does not reign in the bush, and sets
about rectifying the matter'. Another colonial heroine is Katie
Linwood, in Vermont Vale, a charming girl `the best, the quickest,

most industrious little sprite you ever saw', but, unhappily, a freethinker: `Katie, sweet girl as she was, was not a follower of Jesus', and
her story is one of tragic decline. The lesson fell upon avid ears: Maud
Franc was not in her day a neglected author. Those were solemn times.

A lady contemporary, 'Clothilde', Depasquale tells us, touches
shuddering depths in the novel, For the Sake of a Woman: An

Australian Story (1873):
`Agnes, is he really DRUNK ?' [Constance] asked, with a groan.
I turned away my face
I could not endure her stony grief.

Some day someone will want to write a History of Alcohol in Colonial
Australia no trivial subject! and this will provide a snippet for his
book. Maybe we smile, but we have no particular call to; it is a picture,
and a vivid one, of colonial society. But we must learn how to read it. It
is a broad characteristic of most colonial novels
indeed of most
colonial writing
that a good deal of descriptive and explanatory
material gets worked in with the ostensible purpose of the books. Some
novels, for instance, were little more than disguised handbooks for
immigrants (generally with a prudently welcoming design; but also
occasionally with a message amounting to Think first! Be warned in
time!). Others put the same kind of informative purpose into more
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idealized terms. Depasquale describes this passage, from Charles
Hodge's novel That Codicil (1900), as an extravagant example:
She could fight a bush fire or sing a sweet lullaby; cook a dinner or grace a
drawing -room; ride a hunter in fearlessness or rock a cradle with tender

love. These are the wives who make men strong, resolute and happy.

They may also have been the wives who, like Henry Lawson's character,
drifted until they became `past carin'; but many did come through, and

what, after all, really was the colonial spirit? Was it not this, or
something like it?
Colonial poetry survives less happily than the fiction, probably
because it is the disposition of poets (and the more amateur, the more
desperately) to take themselves awfully au cerieux. Depasquale gives

them, by and large, very fair treatment; he has read their stuffy
pamphlets with tremendous conscientiousness and done them every
possible justice. And it is true, he has had his rewards here and there
an odd one. He quotes generously, and be it said to his eternal credit,
never in order to shame them. He can cite this quatrain from The
Afflicted Boy and Other Poems by A. Thompson, 1880, and relate it to
the contemporary `sense of a perfect society in process of evolution' a
delusion of colonial times? if so, part of a `humanist stirring' and no fit
subject for ridicule:
But it's God who has afflicted me,
He made me blind and lame;
But it must be for some good purpose,
Therefore I don't complain.
Pathetic? Yes, if you like to think so; inept, banal, jejune. But put it in its

setting and it is in its way pastoral and true. Of course much of the
energy that was put into colonial verse - making went up in pious vapour,
but we have to consider that people then were nearer than we would be
to believing in and taking comfort from what was said. From a modern
point of view verse over most of the period covered in the survey tended

to be tediously moral and preachy; but some was descriptive (rather a

hard battle to defend a rhapsodic interpretation of Australian
landscape and `nature' sentiment), and some was heroic
our brave
Explorers, or Pioneers, and the like. There is, of course, especially in
early pieces, a strong emphasis on nostalgic recollections of `home':
O! happy be the thoughts that come
Like voices from my native home!
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and
Yet, oh! what change, what scenes can part
The home of childhood from the heart?

so sings the tenderly lyrical H. H. Blackham, an early immigrant

from Ireland (about whom Depasquale has written more fully
elsewhere, which is perhaps why he has so little to say of him here). Of
course we run into inevitable cliches:
This wilderness and bush of ours
Is but a cheerless spot,
Where scentless bloom the dingy flowers,
And wild birds warble not.

(This by one J.B.P., and published in the South Australian Chronicle

and Weekly Mail, October 1870

perhaps an echo of Lindsay

Gordon.) But I am tempted to throw in against it, as Depasquale does, a
passage of prose by Charles Algernon Wilson, who wrote, with more

poetic sensibility than most of the poets themselves, in these terms
about the landscape (in a series of articles in Odd Fellows Magazine in
1845, entitled `A Week in the Bush'):
The country became soon more closely wooded, with many lofty trees
and some underwood. Among these signs of fertility, various paroquets of

all sizes and many colours were screaming, as if indignant at the
disturbance of their solitude. Descending, we came to a small creek, which
though perhaps as full as at any time of the year, was almost choked up by
luxuriant and dark vegetation, among which were many creepers of the

brightest and liveliest green, twining round the base of the stems of the
long reeds, which shook and rustled against each other in the breeze ...
Many small water - loving and other birds fluttered about, or sheltered
themselves among the numerous creepers, while the lizards were sporting
on the bank, or whirling on our approach into the water between the
quivering and lofty reeds, rousing small swarms of mosquitoes, who
were treated with disregard by the wasps and ichneumon flies, searching
for prey or for the purpose of nidification among their hollow stems.

Depasquale explains that Wilson was a `keen amateur entomologist',
which accounts for something, no doubt; and he does not praise the
writing unduly. But there it is: nature observed, and nature valued. And
nothing about songless birds or scentless blossoms, either; which isn't
true, in any case, but if we are to understand the colonial imagination we

must try to understand why they thought that way.
Mention of newspapers and magazines brings me to something I
think particularly valuable about Depasquale's survey. It is the
importance he places on these repositories of casual and sometimes less
casual prose. As a bookseller and antiquarian much such material must
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certainly pass through his hands from time to time, and he belongs to
that old- fashioned class of print- merchants who must inveterately read
what they handle. I have not been able in this review to do justice to the
comprehensiveness of his record, but that is partly because .he is so
much more knowledgeable in the field and has so much more practical

subjective; they reflect my liking for well made little books produced in
the normal course by commercial presses ... I respect the buyer who

reads his books and I do not like unreadable books....' This seems
answer enough. When he gives us advice there seem to be good grounds
(subjective though they may be) for heeding it; as when, in his notice of
Catherine Martin, he tells us as potential collectors, `Every book by this
author is excellent and most desirable; but the 1st ed. of An Australian
Girl is a treasure second only to the 1st ed. of Spence's Clara Morison.'
No doubt the period 1901 -1930 will acquire greater interest in time
to come; it will take on its own proper patini To me, born before it was
even half -way over, it has too familiar an impact to induce a romantic

experience of it than I. I speak from a very limited practical observation,
but with experience enough to know how and when to admire. I should
say that a later, or a revised, attempt to survey the same material might

result in a more economical, perhaps somewhat more systematically
designed book; but I do not say so in any way as a reproach. Indeed,
what I like about it is the antiquarian atmosphere the way, with just
enough system and necessary classification, it tends to hotch and potch
everything together and make, as I suggested earlier, a kind of John
Aubrey junk -heap of it all (in which nothing is really valueless, but

response, which I find much more easily possible about what comes
earlier. This is perversity, and I am sure Depasquale was not subject to
it; he is young enough to feel differently. It is, however, even so, a
relatively short section, and one wonders if the critical isolation of
regional areas within the Australian national terrain is going to be
feasible for much longer. Perhaps the colonial picture will always
remain the most vivid. But if the romantic proportions seem decreased,

everything is deliciously mixed -up). And it would not have this effect, or
the strength to support it, I think, if he had not given the prominence he

has, to those utilitarian media, the newspapers, magazines and general
bric -á -brac which fill out his sections called `Background and Literary
Periodicals'. It is there (though it is all too miscellaneous to deal with
adequately in a short discursive article like this) that a great deal of the
browsing value lies. And what is a book like this intended to achieve, if
not to stir us to curious and fascinated action, and send us off to browse?
To me personally, and perhaps to many, the liveliest interest of
Depasquale's survey is in the earlier sections. That is a matter, perhaps,
of how one reads, or what one reads for. The purpose of a work like this
is not merely to entertain though it does have that kind of charm; it is
also a record and a catalogue, a fact clearly acknowledged in the almost
60 -page appendix consisting mostly of `Bibliographies': a section very
useful in itself simply as a list of publications, but in fact both more and
less than the description implies. It is not exhaustive, or does not claim
to be, though certainly a collector would be unwise to neglect it; and it
is, apart from its value as a list, also a more comprehensive kind of guide

look nevertheless at a few of the names that stand out since 1900: there is

for one reason or another a familiarity about them which suggests that
this was the age in which the serious beginnings of South Australian
literacy were laid down. Leon Gellert, who died only last year, wrote
some of the best short Australian poems to come out of the Gallipoli
campaign. Ellen Milne Bundey bequeathed her name to a University
prize for poetry. A poet of impressive stature arose in Charles Jury and
another in Vernon Knowles; in the ballad style a not inconsiderable
contributor was C. H. Souter, and in the popular manner there have
been few to equal C. J. Dennis. It is difficult to claim Shaw Nielson,
perhaps, though he was actually born at Penola. The novelists include
Mrs Henry Doudy (whose Magic of Dawn, 1922, perhaps, will not hold

us long), introducing a period of great activity in the form though
perhaps not of very great writers: names like W. J. Sheppard, `Giles
Seagrim', Dorothy Langsford, Kate Helen Weston, Doris Egerton

and vade- mecum, with notes like this (on a magazine of 1861,
appropriately titled Number One
no Number Two ever appeared):
'Serious but doomed attempt at a genuine literary magazine; elusive and
most desirable.' Desirable why? Because genuine, or because elusive?
Why should we ask? Depasquale introduces this section, `I am a book
dealer and in this capacity have bought and sold'
he does not say,

read; but we can safely assume it
`the majority of the South
Australian books listed.... The annotations, of course, are entirely
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Jones, Tarella Quinn appear; and among wider - ranging best sellers, A.
G. Hales, who has already been mentioned. Arthur Gask (an Adelaide
dentist, though English -born) distinguished himself in the crime and
mystery genre. Among more serious novelists Vernon Knowles again

stands out
but he was by then an expatriate and his stories are
modern, sophisticated and without much local reference, except one:
Eternity in an Hour (actually, 1932). The most local, the most firmly
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embedded of South Australian novelists of this period and in some
ways the most interesting, yet also perhaps the most exasperating is
William Hay, on whom Depasquale has a special note. There was also
Alice Grant Rosman, born at Kapunda. In his `Background' section
Depasquale dwells on the magazines edited by C. J. Dennis,
particularly The Gadfly, lively local paper in its day though hardly a
really distinguished one. He has more entertaining things to say about a
prose work entitled Arcadian Adelaide, by Thistle Anderson (1905),
who described the capital of South Australia as, `such a dear, clean little
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town, but oh! so quiet, and very few brother scribblers there.' She
criticised the City Fathers in a parody of the Apostles' creed: `I believe in
Lewis Cohen, and in Sir George LeHunte (or any other man), Governor
of South Australia
He was appointed in England, and ascended into

....

Government House. From thence he shall issue many invitations....' It
was, Depasquale remarks, `telling, but hardly malicious or sensational
satire.' But it was enough to stir up the hornets of the day, and so to
show that life in Adelaide was not always and unrelievedly just clean
and dull, and inarticulate.

For all that, I at any rate am one who will willingly let Paul
Depasqúale lead me back into the more distant, mouldier but more
fascinating colonial period, and find him an excellently entertaining
guide along that débris- strewn middle way, the la diritta via era
smarrita. It is, in fact, a very appropriate wood to get lost in; the bye paths are a large part of the pleasure.
BRIAN ELLIOTT

Cap'n 'A ncock: Ruler of Australia's Little Cornwall.
Mandie Robinson. Rigby, Adelaide, 1978. 178 pp. $11.95.
For a hundred years Captain Henry Richard Hancock, the far -famed

former manager of the Moonta and Wallaroo Mines, has been
something of a folk -hero in Cornish and Australian mining circles.
Oswald Pryor, with his evocative reminiscences and gift for storytelling, was responsible for perpetuating and popularising the cult of
`H. R. H.'. But, until now, those fascinated by the distinctive character of
the enigmatic `Cap'n'Ancock' have had precious little material to draw
upon, other than the tantalising glimpses provided by Pryor and others,

when attempting to learn more about him. In giving us a detailed
biography, therefore, Mandie Robinson has filled a much -felt gap in
South Australian (and indeed Cornish) history. Her book, produced
with the attractive finish we have come to expect from Rigby, is well
written
skilful, light, and highly readable. She writes with an

understanding of the Cornish miners and their habits: and it is no
coincidence that her husband is a Camborne- trained mining engineer.
As with any book, one can make criticisms and point to errors of
fact and judgement. But perhaps the most serious shortcoming in Mrs
Robinson's volume is the tendency, in the early chapters, to use fictional
dialogue and to attribute to characters thoughts and actions for which
no evidence exists. It is true that this is a literary device which has been
used to good effect in so- called `historical novels', but it is of doubtful
relevance in a work which also employs scholarly treatment of bona fide
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sources. Mrs Robinson's problem was that few sources exist to throw
light on Hancock's early life at Horrabridge, in Devon, and it is almost
as though her maxim has been: `If there's evidence, use it; if there isn't,
make it up'. For the general reader this will not detract too much from
the quality of the book, but the serious student of the Cornish diaspora
would, for example, dearly love to know whether a `world - travelled
Cornish miner ... propping up Tyack's Hotel' in Camborne really did
tell Mrs Robinson that `If 'ee ' asn't bin to Moonta, missus, 'ee 'asn't
travelled', or whether this is another manifestation of literary licence.
Appropriately, Mandie Robinson concentrates on the `benevolent
dictatorship' created by Hancock at Moonta (and later at Wallaroo
Mines), but she does not neglect to examine Hancock's earlier mining
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job well. Despite the adverse criticism made above (and one could add.
others; for example the bibliography does not give details of Archival
sources), her book provides a colourful and well- researched portrait of
a man who, as well as being the subject of numerous misleading `tall stories', left virtually no personal papers, letters, or diaries to aid the
modern historian. Having demonstrated her capacity as a biographer,
can we hope that Mandie Robinson will go on to produce a study of
`H.R.H. "s equally fascinating son and successor, H. Lipson Hancock?

PHILIP PA YTON
Department of Politics, University of Adelaide

experiences in Australia at Wheal Ellen, a silver -lead mine in the
Adelaide Hills. Although the western fringe of Devonshire, the
Tavistock - Horrabridge district, was in many ways an eastward
extension of the East Cornwall mining region, Mrs Robinson is correct
in stressing that Devon -born Captain Hancock was never accepted as

Cornish by the Cousin Jack miners, and that this affected their
relationships. As she says, `Devon was England. Foreign.' However, the
antipathy that grew up between Hancock and the miners' union in the
1880s and 1890s is perhaps not examined closely enough, and it is
surprising that Mrs Robinson did not use W. G. Spence's Australia's
Awakening as a source of material for that period. Hancock's earlier
clashes with the Moonta directors, the more cautious of whom were

critical of his ambitious ideas, are, by way of contrast, tellingly
analysed. And the importance of his technological innovations,
especially the celebrated Hancock Jig, is emphasised at some length. We
learn also of Hancock's involvement with the Wesleyan chapel (he was a
dedicated local preacher), of his family life (he married twice and had

Bullock Tracks and Bitumen: South Australia's Motoring Heritage.
Stuart Nicol. Royal Automobile Association of S.A. 1978. 182 pp.
$6.00 (R.A.A. members, $4.50).
The Sporting Car Club's South Australian Motoring History Book No.
1: A Collection of Photographs, 1898 -1918.
Edited by G. H. Brooks. Sporting Car Club of S.A., 1977.57 pp. Out of
print.
The Sporting Car Club's South Australian Motoring History Book No.
2: Motor Car Portraits, 1901 -1918.
Edited by G. H. Brooks. Sporting Car Club of S.A., 1978. 56 pp. $3.50.
The Sporting Car Club's SouthA ustralianMotoringHistoryBookNo.
3: A Collection of Photographs, 1919 -1931.
Edited by G. H. Brooks. Sporting Car Club of S.A., 1978. 56 pp. $3.50.

thirteen children), of the ailments which led to his retirement in 1898
(Mrs Robinson suggests that he suffered from duodenal ulcers), and of

his property acquisitions. Particularly interesting are the details of

Stuart Nicol of the Public Relations Department of the Royal

Hancock's short -lived retirement to Devonshire, where he was met with

Automobile Association of South Australia notes in the Preface to his

suspicion and resentment by the Horrabridge locals. In 1911 he
returned to South Australia, to Ivymeade
his house in Burnside,
distinction between myth and reality, to try to look beyond mere

book commemorating the 75th anniversary of the founding of the
R.A.A. that it was written in a `comparatively short time' and that he
needed assistance to `unravel technical matters'. Nevertheless, using
material from the organisation's journal, supplemented with personal
reminiscences, he has produced a very readable and splendidly

stereotypes to gain insights into the actual personality and character of
the subject. If we use this criterion, then Mandie Robinson has done her

illustrated account of the history of motoring in the State. There is only
one major omission motor sport, which has at times attracted a large

where he died on 14 January 1919 at the age of 82 years.
It can be argued that the major task of a biographer is to draw a
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following. The neglect of the sport is rather odd in view of the fact that

the R.A.A.'s predecessor, the Automobile Club of S.A., regularly
conducted hill climbs and other speed events.
Most journalistic writing on Australian motoring history is marred
by a sloppy approach to facts, but Nicol's book is refreshingly free from
factual errors. Only two mistakes have been drawn to the attention of
this reviewer: Louis and Carl Will owned an IHC Auto Wagon, not an
IHC motor buggy, and it was registered in 1912, not 1911 (p.53); and
their neighbour, Randall Pengelley, registered his Overland in 1913, not
= as implied
1912 (p.55). Moreover, the author is rather unfair in
suggesting that the State's roads in the early days were poor. In fact, the
roads were quite adequate for the existing traffic, and they deteriorated
only after the number of vehicles dramatically increased.
The Sporting Car Club pictorial histories are truly excellent, as one
would expect from the meticulous editorship of George Brooks. The
texts are most instructive and the photographs
mostly from private
collections have been chosen with great care, with some particularly
good ones of members of the local gentry. But even such a painstaking
early motoring historian as Brooks can slip up (very) occasionally
the first self - propelled vehicle to appear in the State, brought here by the
French cyclist, Mlle Serpollet (vol. 1, p. 1), was not a De Dion Bouton
tricycle, but a Gladiator (as pointed out subsequently by Brooks himself

in an issue of the S.C.C.'s journal, Veteran Car).
Probably no other invention has had such an effect on the lives of
Australians in the twentieth century than the motor car. It is pleasing to
see that our motoring history is now being recorded, albeit a generation
too late.
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