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In order to gain and to hold the esteem of men it is not
sufficient merely to possess wealth or power. The wealth
or power must be put in evidence for esteem is awarded
only on evidence.?

Introduction: class and life -style
American anthropologist Robert Lowie suggested a decade or two ago

that man is basically `not a miser, sage or beast of prey but rather a
peacock' who displays who he is in a variety of ways dress, manners,
speech, life- style.3 All are overt illustrations of class.
In the most elementary sense, societies have been divided into three
general strata
the upper, the middle, the lower
which are then.
termed classes. A social class can be defined as a group of people who
treat each other as approximate equals, who associate with each other
more intimately than with other persons and who have approximately
the same relationship of superordination or subordination to persons
from other groups in society. Among the determinants of social class
are such factors as social origin, economic position, type of occupation,

extent of formal education, associational membership and type of
* Dr Daly is Head of the School of Physical Education at the Adelaide College
of the Arts and Education. He gained his Ph. D. at the University of Illinois in
1978 with a thesis on 'Sport, Class and Community'. He was Olympic Coach
(Athletics) in 1976 and will return to Montreal in August thisyear as coach of
the Oceana team (Australia & New Zealand) for the World Cup.
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recreational activity. Each class in turn possesses specific values, habits,

behaviour patterns that set them apart from members of other classes
and guarantees them differing opportunities and status.
The uppermost stratum of society is composed of the community's
elite families of wealth and `position', leaders in the professions or in
select occupations, the decision makers in not only the political and
economic sphere but also in the social. The upper class are characterised

by a distinctive privileged and exclusive life -style based on wealth,
leisure and unique patterns of socialisation.4
At the turn of the century, Veblen described this group as the
`leisure class' explaining (and criticising) their conspicuous displays of
wealth as efforts to win esteem and reassurance. Veblen observed that
the upper class sought to distinguish itself from other less privileged
classes by a distinctive and often exclusive life -style based on wealth and

an inordinate use of free time. Sport, particularly the status activities
like polo and hunting, provided opportunities for ostentatious public
display.5 Participants dressed for the `occasion' so as to be seen to be
`different'. They formed exclusive clubs. Veblen was writing of the

United States but the observation was also true in colonial South
Australia that `esteem was awarded on evidence' and there, a colonial

gentry sought esteem and deference through displays of sporting
`gentility'.

Colonial South Australia
a study of a colonial upper class
South Australia was settled in 1836. It was to be `a new Britannia in the
antipodes'
a genuine facsimile of British society, `a miniature
England complete in every part according to its proportion.'6

The `new British province' was an experiment in `systematic
colonisation' encouraging emigration of all classes and proportionate
sex distribution. This was in contrast to other Australian colonies which

began as penal settlements. South Australia was founded on the
principles of Edward Gibbon Wakefield who was critical of other
emigration schemes in vogue at the time for they sought only to remove
from Britain those on relief or those convicted of crime. Wakefield saw
colonisation as more than an indiscriminate `shovelling out of paupers'

and convicts. The Swan River experiment in Western Australia had
recently failed and was a vivid illustration of the inadequacy of current

colonisation schemes based as they were on free land grants to
inexperienced and ill- prepared settlers.
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Adelaide Hunt Club, Dry Creek, 1845. Painting by S. T. Gill.

In his entertaining and influential Letter from Sydney, published
by instalments in the Morning Chronicle, Wakefield offered a simple

and attractive solution

land instead of being given away in the

colonies would be sold at `sufficient price' to prevent the labourer from
becoming a landowner too quickly. The proceeds from the sale of lands
would be used for the emigration of `suitable' young couples who would
provide a work force in the colony supervised by a landed and merchant
class attracted to invest in the future of the settlement and to emigrate
themselves as the gentry of `the new Britannia'. The scheme stressed a
dynamic equilibrium between land, labour and capital and attracted all

ranks unhappy with their lot in Britain yet anxious that if they did
emigrate, it would be to a community which would be `an extension of
Britain'.? Who were the emigrants attracted to the scheme?

South Australia was publicised in Britain as `a promising
advantageous settlement for the sober, industrious and religious
emigrant'.8 An emigration pamphlet The Great South Land issued in
1836 demanded of those labourers seeking free passage to the colony:
`... no idlers, no drunkards; but steady sober men not ashamed to live by
the sweat of their brows. .:.'9 The document predicted that they could
`not fail to become independent in a few years'. The assisted emigrants
(or `poor persons' as they were termed by the Colonisation
Commission) were not to exceed the age of thirty with the two sexes in
equal. proportion. The establishment of the new colony was widely
reported in the non conformist press in Britain, especially the fact that
the new settlement was to be based entirely on the voluntary principle
and that there would be no `established church'. In retrospect it would
seem that South Australia attracted young, self - consciously Christian
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families as assisted emigrants and as members of the so called `lower
orders'.
However, Wakefield envisaged the colony as 'a new Britannia', an

extension of English society with its characteristic institutions and
sharp class divisions. Wakefield certainly considered the gentry
indispensable in the new colony as potential leaders and sources of
emulation and inspiration. The principle of `sufficient price' was
designed to attract men of means to a settlement promising stability in
terms of labour, and a future in terms of social position. The emigrant
ships to South Australia rarely included people who were close to the
top of English society for they had no reason to `better themselves'.
Instead the free settlers were those of `precarious gentility' those who

were struggling to keep up accustomed

life - styles

as incomes

deteriorated. Younger sons faced with the reality of primogeniture and

men of small property, army and naval officers retired on half pay,
ambitious professionals, religious dissenters barred from the higher
echelons of English society, all men of pride and education but limited
means

these were the free settlers who were to become `the gentry' of

colonial South Australia displaying `conspicuous wealth and leisure'
like the aristocracy 'at home'. It is this group of colonists on whom I
wish to focus in this paper; on their attempts to display their 'gentility'
through their leisure pursuits.

The South Australian 'Gentry'
During 1836 some fifteen ships left England and carried nearly 1,000
emigrants, both free settlers and assisted, to the 'new British province of

South Australia'. Over the next three years another 10,000 settlers
arrived in the colony. By the early 'forties it was described as a 'thriving,

vigorous and virtuous community'.
Such social stratification as there was in colonial South Australia

emerged slowly but by the 'fifties Adelaide resembled an English
provincial town and life - styles in accord with class status became visibly

clear. Social distinctions were difficult to maintain while all were
engaged in 'taming the wilderness' and securing a living. Gradually
however, those with 'means' and / or initiative made their investments
pay and were able to assume the role of a colonial 'gentry'.
Early attempts at 'gentility' appear absurd in retrospect as colonists
of 'the superior class' sought to reassure themselves and others that they
really were 'the gentry' in the new colony. They gave formal dinner
parties in thatched wooden cottages and attended receptions in the hut
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known as Government House. North Terrace became their promenade
where they could walk and interact with each other after the heat of the
day. But it was simply a dirt thoroughfare made significant only by the
fact that the government offices were located there within sight of the
River Torrens and Government House. The fancy parasols, while they
shaded soft English complexions from the harsh tropical sun, seemed
incongruous in the wilderness and the cravats and heavy, dark, English
clothing looked ridiculous on hot, perspiring `South Australians'.
Still the colonists who emigrated in hope of `better things' believed
in their view of South Australia as 'a new Britannia in the antipodes' and
sought to actualise their image of a colony in the likeness of the mother
country. There were problems and the reality never quite matched the
ideal particularly in the early years of settlement. A hunt club, the first
in the Australian colonies, was in existence by the 'forties but the fox
was not native to the new land and the colonial gentry had to make do
with a `drag' or chasing kangaroos or wild dogs.

The Earl of Wilton, describing the sports and pastimes of the
English in 1869, wrote: `Let but a few Englishmen assemble in any
quarter of the globe and it may safely be predicted that a horse race will
be organised. ...''0 Such was the case in South Australia. Within a year
of settlement the first 'Adelaide Races' organised by 'leading colonists'
was held on the extensive plains west of the new town. However, while

they called their horse races the Derby and the St Leger, after their
counterparts in England, this could not hide the fact that initially many

of the races were between 'homely hacks ridden by disguised farm
Despite many setbacks, inconveniences and improvisations the

early settlers who aspired to upper class status were surprisingly
successful in eventually replicating English social life in colonial South
Australia.
The three major enterprises of the colony were agriculture, mining
and grazing and the 'new gentry' were those of capital and initiative who

made their fortunes in these endeavours. Their wealth bought them
status, reputation and a life -style which confirmed their station. During
the latter half of the nineteenth century they were able to consolidate
their position as an elite through further accumulation and displays of
wealth and influence. They built substantial homes often employing a
London architect to design them and lived the leisured life of English
gentry occupying their time with balls, hunts, coursing and race meets.
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The houses of the gentry surrounded Adelaide. Most were located
at
on the slopes of the foothills overlooking and east of Adelaide
preferred
fashionable
North
Burnside, Glen Osmond, Mitcham. Others
Adelaide or the seaside village of Glenelg. Since their houses were
spread around the city the gentry could act the role of local squire to
village residents while being close enough to one another to enjoy a
society of `equals'. The location of estates around Adelaide also made it
possible for the Adelaide Hunt Club to use the plains surrounding the
city for regular meets.
Thus in spite of concessions that had to be made initially to pioneer
living in a very different environment, a colonial `gentry' was evident by
the late 'fifties and early 'sixties; an upper class numbering about 300 (in
a population of 125,000!).12 By English standards `society' was thin in
Adelaide but such eliteness only added to the distinction felt and welded
the group into a small, cohesive and powerful group. Who were the
gentry of colonial South Australia? The following criteria were used to
determine inclusion in the ranks of gentry:
A founder. Arrival as a free settler before 1850.
1.
2. A fortune accumulated through pastoral, agricultural or mining
interests, as a significant merchant or as a prominent professional
man.
3.
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Henry Ayers, Robert Barr Smith, Thomas Elder and Edward
Stirling made their fortunes from mining and invested in the status
accruing pastoral industry. Dr Christopher Rawson Penfold was an
enterprising medico who recognised the suitability of the soil and
climate for vines and he achieved his `competence' by becoming a
successful vigneron. Samual Davenport, George Hawker and John
Morphett were all `men of means' who capitalised on the Special
Surveys and made fortunes in the sheep industry. Successful merchants
like Acraman, Morgan and Jones, professional men like the Rymills,
the O'Halloran brothers, George Mayo and William Bundey were able
to translate their `first wealth' into pastoral ventures which had more
prestige. All administered their properties from Adelaide where they
had substantial homes and enjoyed an active and interacting social life.
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Adelaide Archery Club, 1870s.
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Education at St Peter's Collegiate School and at Cambridge

University, England.
4. A political career.
5. Membership of the exclusive Adelaide Club.
6. A distinctive, leisured life - style.

MOO^ *a

1

c,

'oZ,

,

`1-,,,+ ,,

!

,' _.__-"`

:....w.,

7 `.

.

a

``;

,

.

l1_:,e/

-.

r

.
REQUIE &OAT IN PACE

John Newman's obituary sketch (Portonian, 5 July, 1873).

The Adelaide gentry were a clearly defined group. They knew each
other, met at parties and at Government House levees, were related to
each other through marriage. They had their sons educated at Saint

Peter's College and Cambridge University. They belonged to the
exclusive Adelaide Club. They hunted together.
Genteel South Australians imitated genteel Britons in their leisure
activities. Typically English rural sports were translated to an

11
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Australian setting. On their properties they established gardens and

parks featuring English trees and flowers. They developed tennis courts
and croquet fields around the `manor house'. Few of the `great houses'
of the Adelaide gentry did not possess a carefully manicured lawn for
croquet. Described as `a most infectious' amusement among the upper
classes in the 'sixties, expensive sets of balls and mallets were imported
from England. Wire wickets on a smooth expanse of lawn adjoining a
house were symbols of the status of the owner. When tennis became the
fashion in the late 'seventies Adelaide society adopted the English game
and converted the croquet lawn to a court. Inside, their homes boasted
rooms for billiards and dancing. In the absence of `proper game' the new
gentry imported the fox, the rabbit, the sparrow to provide quarry for
the sportsman. Fallow deer roamed some of the estates to be used for
the Adelaide Hunt. Not only were packs of hounds kept on a number of
the large estates, but also stables of polo ponies imported from India, so
that the colonial gentry were able to realise their ambition of recreating
the life of an English gentleman.

Weber, Veblen and Warner all concur that while wealth is one
source of prestige (social origin, occupation, education are others) it
of life'
needs to be transformed into consumptive behaviour or a `style
appropriate to the new wealth. Prestige tends to be bestowed on such
behaviour (display) rather than income for `only that which can be seen

can be judged'.13 Life -style is the observable criterion used by people to
consuming, expensive leisure pursuits like

rate each other and time

polo, hunting, yachting, golf, even cricket all provide opportunities to
advertise one's status. The upper class in colonial Adelaide, the new
gentry, played expensively at their own exclusive sports.
The two leading men in Adelaide society were Thomas Elder and

Robert Barr Smith. Related by marriage (Barr Smith had married

Joanna Elder), they were also partners in the wool broking and shipping
business of Elder, Smith and Company. They had added to their wealth
through mining and pastoral investments. Both established large estates
just outside the city Elder at Birksgate, Glen Osmond and Barr Smith
at Torrens Park, Mitcham. Just as they were the two leading men in the
financial and business world of colonial South Australia, their homes
reflected their place in Adelaide society. Birksgate and Torrens Park
were two splendid examples of the `great houses' of the gentry.
Elder purchased Birksgate in the 'sixties and transformed it during

the next thirty years into a fine `English manor'. A theatre and a

ballroom capable of accommodating several hundred people was an
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Lawn tennis party, North Adelaide, 1883.

integral part of the mansion. The house possessed a commanding view

of the Adelaide plain and gulf, which could be enjoyed by visitors
attending a ball or participating in the garden sports of croquet or
tennis. Elder employed twelve men to care for his estate which included
a zoo of rare poultry, elk, deer (one of which was occasionally released
for the hunt), wallabies, wombats, emus and kangaroo. Since there was
no public park or reserve at Glen Osmond, Elder, playing the role of
local squire, provided the local cricket club with a playing field on his
property. Termed `a strong supporter of manly sports' Elder imported

`some splendid horses' from England including the highly regarded
thoroughbred `Gang Forward'. He occupied a leading position on the
turf, no other owner commanding greater respect in the latter years of
the nineteenth century. Elder's stud at Morphettville was famous
Australia wide and was responsible for a genuine improvement of

South Australian blood stock. Many of Elder's racehorses were
successful not only on the Adelaide courses but also in the other
colonial capitals including Melbourne. Elder donated the land for a
racecourse at Morphettville and the trophy for the Adelaide Cup. He
was president of the Adelaide Hunt Club, a vice - president of the South
Australian Cricket Association and commodore of the Glenelg Yacht
Club. Elder's 42 -ton cutter `Edith', one of the mainstays of the South

Australian Yacht Club, had originally been built for Sir James
Fergusson, governor of the colony. When Sir Thomas Elder died in
1897 he was remembered by the press as `the ideal of an old English

1
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gentleman' a merchant prince, a captain of industry, and one of the
pastoral kings of the day. Yet like so many others of the Adelaide upper
class he recognised his debt to the community from which he had won
his wealth and was a generous public benefactor.

Robert Barr Smith purchased Torrens Park, named after its

original owner Sir Robert Torrens, in the 'seventies and after extensive
modifications it became a centre of social life in the colony. The Torrens
Park balls were major events of the Adelaide social calendar. Although
built on a smaller scale than Birksgate, `the mansion' still possessed
ballroom, theatre, conservatory, billiard
many of the same features
Like
his
brother -in -law, Barr Smith was patron
room, croquet lawn.

and president of the Hunt Club and vice president of the South

Australian Cricket Association. He was also patron of the Amateur
Athletic Club.
Barr Smith played in the first polo game conducted in South
Australia. J. L. (later Sir Lancelot) Stirling had just returned to the
colony from Cambridge where he had taken degrees in Arts and Law
and he brought with him polo sticks and an enthusiasm for the game.
The match was played at the foot of Montefiore Hill in 1876 and
included besides Barr Smith and Stirling, William Horn, who was
instrumental in forming the Adelaide Polo Club in 1879. Some of the
early games of polo were played at the garden parties of the Adelaide
gentry at Linden, the Burnside home of Alexander Hay, at Stirling's
estate in Strathalbyn and of course at Birksgate. Games were regularly
held on the Adelaide racecourse in the 'eighties and attracted large
audiences of Adelaide's elite. Polo was an aristocratic sport, having
been introduced into England from India in 1869 by returning cavalry
officers. By the early 'seventies Hurlingham, originally a pigeon
shooting resort of the British nobility, had become the headquarters of
the game and South Australians adopted the rules of that association.
Players lists of the 'seventies and 'eighties in South Australia include
names like Hawker, Bowman, Hart, Barr Smith, Hay, Stirling and
and quite often
all members of Adelaide `society'
Horn
completion
of a hunt and
participants played in polo matches after
before `a select audience'.
George Hawker, father of one of Barr Smith's polo playing
companions, was another patron of sport. He was a graduate of
Cambridge and had rowed for Trinity College while at the University.
Hawker, who arrived in South Australia in 1840, made a name for
himself (and a fortune) breeding merino sheep. He administered his
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Bungaree estate from his Adelaide home, The Briars, and entered into
the social life of the city. He himself was an ardent cricketer, a `splendid
shot' and a fine huntsman. The Register of 15 September 1860 records
that he was a member of the North Adelaide football team in the early
years when the elite of Adelaide supported the game. Hawker had a
family of nine sons (and six daughters) who were also active in sport.
One of his sons, James, was a fine athlete and like his father won success
as an oarsman. He was captain of the elite Pelican Rowing Club in the
'sixties and 'seventies. The young Hawker was also an officer of the

exclusive Hamley Gun Club which limited membership to twenty
selected gentlemen, while his brother, Edward, captained the Adelaide
Archery Club and in the 'eighties was an active member of the Polo
Club.. George Hawker was a patron of the turf, an owner of racehorses

and a steward of the South Australian Jockey Club. The Adelaide
Archery Club held occasional bow meets at his Medindie home
alternating with the grounds of Government House and their home field
in the grounds of -St Peter's College. The North Adelaide Cycling Club

also found in George Hawker a generous and enthusiastic patron.
John Newman was another member of the Hamley Gun Club and a
well known member of the `sporting gentry' of colonial South Australia.

Newman arrived at Port Adelaide in 1838 and operated a successful
shipping business there. He built `a gentleman's residence' at Woodville,

halfway between his city office and the Port. Newman had attended
Eton College in England and called his mansion The Brocas after the
playing field of that name on the banks of the Thames. He even flew the

Eton flag from the tower of his house. It was an imposing residence
situated on 9 acres of land with a sweeping drive leading from wrought
iron gates up to the house. A unique feature of The Brocas was the
shooting gallery erected at the back of the house. Local legend had it
that it was Newman who imported the first starlings and sparrows into
South Australia to use for shooting practice with other members of the
Hamley Gun Club. Certainly he was responsible for importing deer for
the use of the Adelaide Hunt Club which met at his and other `great
houses' during the season.
Newman was a typical member of the Adelaide gentry
the
Englishman of education and initiative who had ventured out to the
colony, worked hard and prospered. Like his neighbours at Woodville
Simpson of Tenterden, Sir Robert Torrens of St Clair, and the
Newman became actively
retired pastoralist John Bristow Hughes
involved with the community in which he lived. He was a patron of the
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cricket club. Port Adelaide
local church (St Margaret's) and the local
one of the organising
Regatta advertisements usually listed his name as
sixty -two, the vessels in
committee. When he died in 1873 at the age of

The original settlers of the `genteel class' were delighted to read
such comments. They had been determined to create `an England under

following sketch with his obituary.
in Adelaide as
Hunting was the symbolic activity of the leisure class
established quite early in
it was in England. The Adelaide Hunt Club,
itself
very
closely on the English
the history of the colony, modelled
others. The Club held
hunts of Quorn, Melton Mowbray, Pytchley and
of the wealthy surrounding
its meets in the winter months on the estates
preceded
by
a champagne breakfast for
Adelaide and each meeting was
`pink' at one of the
the huntsmen in their resplendent and traditional
the
`great houses'. The hunts were invariably attended by the governor,
social
status.
The
baying
members of the gentry and,those who aspired
wearing of `the pink' were not
of hounds, the sound of the horn and the
reminding them of `home'
only of symbolic value to the upper classes,
antipodes,
the hunt provided
and reassuring them of their status in the
orders
who
watched from
spectacle, drama and excitement to the lower
vantage points around the venue.
for `the occasion',
In all of their sporting pursuits the gentry dressed
The
sporting
costumes of the
for that is what it was a social event.
displayed
their class and
hunt, archery, yachting, polo, tennis, cycling
as `different'
clearly identified them as a hierarchy who saw themselves
leisure class and their sports,
from the `ordinary'. Clearly they were the
`symbolic displays of status'.

England's influence would be seen not so much in the imitation of
representative institutions [but] in the reproduction of
national
pastimes such as . hunting, horseriding and cricket'. This was
certainly true of colonial South Australia.

and the Portonian
the harbour lowered their flags to half mast
published the
recognising his role as one of the sporting gentry

Conclusion
in the press of the day,
The `leading colonists', as they were referred to
their `Britannia in the antipodes'.
were initially successful in recreating
House, the Town Hall,
Public buildings the Law Courts, Parliament
all
reminded
the visitor to
and `Royal Societies'
the Post Office
had
replaced
many
Adelaide that he was in a British city. English trees
Adelaide
had
its
of the Australian eucalypts in the parks and gardens.and a museum; a
Club modelled on those in London; an art gallery
gardens. Institutions and
university, botanical and zoological
resemblance to their counterparts in Britain.

associations all bore a
Adelaide in the
Anthony Trollope was impressed when he visited
close'.14
'seventies admitting that `the likeness [to England] was very

southern skies'. Trollope had suggested in another text15 that if a
historian were to `estimate the propagandist influence and assimilative
force of an imperial nation' they would be traced `not in the laws and
institutions but in the social tastes, fashions and public amusements.

...

.

.

However, while the displays of wealth and leisure -time via sport
were conspicuously aristocratic and British the lower orders were not
impressed. They enjoyed the colourful backdrop of the gentry at play in

a spirit, at first of toleration but later this feeling gave way to
amusement or indifference as the efforts of the colonial gentry to
emulate the aristocracy in England became strained. When the
fashionable game of golf was introduced in 1869 by the governor, Sir

James Fergusson, the 'hoi polloi' scoffed openly at the sight of
Adelaide's leading citizens hitting a small ball from hole to hole, dressed

in scarlet jackets, patterned knickerbockers and coloured stockings.
They were particularly derisive of the idea of a caddie (a `flunkey' ?)
carrying an armful of clubs. The coat of arms of Fergusson bore the
motto: `Dulcius ex asperis' (Sweeter from the difficulties). In this case
discretion rather than derision seemed the appropriate action and the
golfers retreated from public view to the privacy of Government House
grounds.
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North Adelaide Cycling Club 1891. The Patron, the Hon. G. C. Hawker, is standing in the centre.
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Even the hunt, symbolic activity of the leisure class, did not escape
criticism and ridicule as the century progressed. The gentry, small in

number and at times with aspirations beyond means, experienced
financial troubles in retaining the Adelaide pack. There had been

confrontations with small land owners who refused to allow huntsmen
access to their properties. As the suburbs had grown, wire fences had
been erected, railway lines proliferated and it became difficult to find `a
good run' without the co- operation of the small land holder, who in turn
was not prepared to concede the traditional right -of -way to the gentry
at the expense of his crops. In the face of these restrictions and criticism
of hunting as a blood sport many of the upper class disassociated
themselves from the hunt thus reducing its financial support and status.
`Drag' hunting with a kerosene soaked rag seemed the only alternative
although it removed much of the glamour from the activity.
The opposition of the middle class to the activities of the leisure
class was not really surprising. The `Paradise of Dissent', as South

Australia was called, appealed to many independent but radical,

nonconformist, middle -class settlers. Their ethos was self -help, self
improvement and respectability. They were sensitive to social
differentiation and not at all impressed with ostentatious displays of
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wealth and free time. The utopian ideal of social equality had been `part

and parcel' of the attraction of emigrating for the middle class and
consequently they rejected any show of a colonial aristocracy. The
lower orders were too well off to need to be deferential to the new
gentry. Anthony Trollope and Mark Twain correctly assessed the
colony `a paradise for the working man'. Labour had been in short
supply from the first and those who were energetic, showed initiative
and were the least bit resourceful found themselves well rewarded.
Richard Twopenny noted in Town Life in Australia that such men, on
achieving success reckoned themselves to be `a somebody'. Economic

independence and material success affected their demeanour and
shaped their life - style. They certainly were not servile and were not in
awe of the activities of the upper class. In fact, they could be considered
the leisure class by the late nineteenth century. The economic depression
of the 'nineties amplified the distress many of the colonial gentry felt as a
result of the `poor seasons' of the 'eighties. The `Wool Kings', as the

pastoralists had come to be known, had to forsake their opulent lifestyles to save themselves from ruin. Anyway, there now seemed little

point to it. The masses were not impressed. At best they were
indifferent, at worst antagonistic to displays of gentility. Further,
democratic government in the colony now demanded representative
leadership. If the upper class were still to govern they could not risk
alienating the electorate by clinging to an unpopular and inappropriate

L

British life - style. The colonial gentry, if they were not to become `men of
yesterday', were forced to deal with the members of their electorate in a

--

,. r+TJ

t

.,r
El

C

9li'
4_70w

:..

.,
INN

spirit of comraderie.
In a sense the roles were now reversed. The working class lived the
`leisured life' (as the player) for they had the Saturday half holiday (since
1856), the eight hour day (since 1873), Wednesday early closing, trams

and trains linking suburbs with representative community sporting
teams participating in `national pastimes' (football and cricket). The
sporting members of the gentry either retired from public view to their
tennis courts or golf clubs or if they aspired to public office they `served'
their electorate by patronage of community sporting associations. As I
suggested, in a sense the roles were now reversed. The lower orders lived
for leisure, for their Saturday sport, while the middle and upper classes
`served' as office bearers.
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Stanley Leighton was born on 13 October 1837, the second son of Sir Baldwin
Leighton, 7th Bart, who later became M.P. for South Shropshire from 1859 to
1865. He was educated at Harrow and at Balliol College, Oxford. In 1861 he
was called to the bar at the Inner Temple. Retiring from practice in 1867, he
embarked upon a lengthy tour of India and the Colonies, including Australia,
which he described at length in a diary written in 1868. Reproduced below is the
South Australian section of the manuscript, presented to the National Library

of Australia in 1954 (MS 360) by his daughter, Miss Rachel Leighton. He
maintained an interest in Australian affairs for many years after his visit, and
was Honorary Commissioner for South Australia at the Paris Exhibition in
1878.

After an unsuccessful attempt to gain the seat of Bewdley at the 1874
general election, Leighton was returned as Conservative M.P. for North
Shropshire in 1876, representing that constituency unti11885, whereupon he
sat for the Oswetry division of Shropshire until his death on 4 May 1901. He

wrote and illustrated a number of books and articles on the history and
archaeology of Shropshire, and was an active layman in the Church of
England.

Pewsey Vale
Mr Gilbert's, near Lynedoch, South Australia
We started from Adelaide early one morning to pay a visit of a few days

to Mr Gilbert of Pewsey Vale. The railway took us as far as
Gawlertown, a rising but perfectly uninteresting township, 40 miles
from Adelaide. From thence an open coach, which carried the mail bags
This article has been printed without alteration to the original except in the case of one
or two names of properties where some inconsistencies occur and the word Aborigine
which has been capitalised in accordance with modern usage.
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and 4 passengers besides, took us eight miles through the cornlands of
Lynedoch valley. Here Mr Gilbert's dog cart met us. The driver was an
Irishman who had been in his service for 15 years. In an hour we were at
Pewsey Vale. The road was very rough. The entrance drive was not yet
made though it was planned out, so we passed through the outbuildings
and stables up to the door of the house.
Mr Gilbert himself met us on the steps. The simple establishment
consisted of only 3 women servants so we carried our own carpet bags to
our rooms and after a short toilet sat down at one o'clock to dinner. A
hare which had been accidentally caught in an opossum trap was on the
table, probably the only hare eaten that year in South Australia, for I
believe Mr Gilbert's is the only place to which hares have been yet

imported in this colony and he has about

30
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was different. If you are told that the wine is Australian Hock you at
once compare it with Rhenish Hock and finding in it little of the same
flavour, naturally condemn it. But tried on its own merits as a wine of a
distinct kind it may be accepted and liked. Mr Gilbert tested us by giving
us two bottles of the same appearance and colour, and asking us which
we thought best. I decidedly preferred one, my friend Rees Davies as
decidedly preferred the other. He then told us that the one I chose was
Johannesburg of the best quality, which he had imported himself, the
other was the best wine of his own vineyard. The difference seemed to
me considerable, but I do not think that the test was fair. One of the
difficulties of the Australian winegrower is that he is obliged to be his
own merchant; for there are not yet any middlemen to buy wholesale
from the growers; and moreover there is no certainty yet in getting the
same wine even from the same place, for besides the greater or less
difference in each years vintage, there is no mixing as practised in
Europe. The winegrowers too are to a certain extent learning their art,
and so improving their processes. Thus the grape is not always subject
to exactly the same treatment. The wine here seemed to have still
something of an earthy flavour and tasted too much of the grape. In this
colony the oldest wine is of the year 1851 but very little older than 1862
can be bought.
After dinner we sauntered round the vineyard which surrounded

thriving well. One

maidservant was enough to attend to all our wants at dinner (we were a
party of eight). Everybody's tumbler was filled with water before sitting

down, to save the trouble of passing the water jug, and two bottles of
Australian wine were on the table. The family consisted of Mr and Mrs
Gilbert, three daughters and a governess. I sat next to Mrs Gilbert. She
was a wizenfaced and rather nervous old lady with a strict eye to the
well- ordering of her household and a great dislike to wastefulness. She
was a sister of Dr Browne, a landowner in the Mt Gambier district I was
unlucky enough to get into two or three little scrapes before we rose
from the table. I once carelessly went on filling my glass with wine till it
overflowed: I took no notice and went on talking. Not so Mrs Gilbert.
She made me take a spoon and scrape up whatever I could from the

the house. It was April, the autumn of the Australian year and

the vines were thick with grapes waiting for the ingathering of the
crop. Then we went on to the deer paddock where there was a small herd
of 27 fallow deer many of which would come close up to us and feed out
of Mr Gilbert's hand. Then we looked into the pinery where there was a
magnificent stags horn fern, and then after a talk with the cellarer we

dinner cloth and then put something underneath to save the time

honoured table cloth below. I am afraid I must confess that I secretly
enjoyed her anxiety when in cutting up the joints I put what she thought
too much on the plates and once I cut a whole slice more than was
wanted; the poor old lady then changed her mind and came to my

were called away punctually at 6 by the tea bell.
In the evening we looked over sketches and photograph books, and

joint, though she had at first asked for another dish in order that

listened to English songs and English valses, while one of the party tried

nothing might be lost. No fruit or even biscuits were put upon the table
after dinner, but we drank our wine, some of Mr Gilbert's own vintage
certainly the way to taste
of 1852 and 1863, pure and simple, which is
good wine.

to play at chess with Mrs Gilbert who could not even with the most
glaring assistance be made to win a single game. She often fell during the
play into little fits which had the effect of making her pucker her face
and nod her head. Everyone of course pretended not to observe her, and
afterwards she would continue to play as if nothing had happened. It is
uncivil perhaps to note such things, but indeed they appeared to me very

The wine of Pewsey Vale was considered the best in South
Australia and at the owner's table was the best place to taste it to

advantage. The grape from which most of it was made was the Riesling.
The wine was something of the class of the Hock and Rhine wines, but it
was hardly fair to test it by a European standard, because its character

funny at the time. Exactly at half past nine we all adjourned to the
dining room, where Miss Nicholson, the governess, read us a psalm and
some prayers, then we had wine brandy and cakes, and at half past ten
the signal for retiring was given.
I

r
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The owner of Pewsey Vale was a real English gentleman. The

roughness of bush life had not affected the courtesy of his manners nor
the simplicity of his home. He was a silent rather reserved greyhaired
man of nearly 70 years, but he walked erect and rode with a sportsman's
seat; he was once a famous rider with Assheton Smith's hounds. About
1837 he first took up this country as a sheep run under Government
lease, a part of which he has since bought. The black Aborigines were
then wandering about in troops and he was on the outside verge of the
new settlements of South Australia. He was now in the midst of the
settled districts. Villages and towns had risen up North, South, East and
West of him. He and a partner of his bought together a large tract of
country and had then divided it between themselves by lot. This block of
about 12,000 acres fell to him, and another of equal size lying a little way
off. He had besides a sheep run under Government lease on Yorke

Peninsular some 70 miles away. The whole was farmed by himself
without the intervention of tenants, by overseers or bailiffs and was

used as a sheep and cattle run. The whole was fenced with post and rails
and wire. The paddocks ran from 1000 to 3000 acres in extent. When he

first began to fence his land he met with much opposition from his
neighbours, principally Germans, who lived in small freeholds of their
own in a neighbouring village. These men considered it a tyrannical
exercise of the rights of property for Mr Gilbert to prevent their sheep
and cattle from trespassing on his land, and resented it by cutting his
wire and destroying his fences. The spirit of communism was strong
among them with regard to other people's property, and they thought
that the legislature had no justification in allowing one man to grow
much richer than his neighbours. Mr Gilbert bore with much patience
their opposition and is now at peace with them and their jealousy
though not extinct is latent.

When the time comes for a tenant under Government lease to turn
his land in to freehold, he is obliged to make a treaty with the land
agents or `land sharks' as they are called. Unless he does this, they
combine against him at the auction, and run up the land to a ruinous
price. Mr Gilbert who is a man of much independance of character tried
to do without these men in his purchases, but he signally failed and was
at last forced to make terms With them and to pay a black mail of 1/ - or
2/ 6 on every acre he bought. Legislation seems powerless to prevent
land jobbing.
Looking from the hills of the Barossa range which formed part of
his property Mr Gilbert thought he saw in the Vale below something
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which reminded him of that Pewsey Vale in the Midland Shire where
was his English home. So to the new place he has given the old name.
And it is his home now and he loves it as such. For 30 years and more he
has lived upon it and worked upon it. The place is his own creation and

he has no thoughts of leaving it for England. He came out in the true
spirit of a colonist, not eager to grow rich quickly, that he might return
to spend his wealth in England among friends who had forgotten him,
nor content like many a prosperous Australian to live in the capital of

his colony, an absentee from his property, and enjoy whatever of
comfort and society the town can supply. But he has spent all his
thoughts and sunk his capital in improving the rough country in which

his lot was cast, and he is rewarded by standing highest in the
consideration of his fellow colonists. He told me with what pleasure he

found that his son, who though born in Australia has been several
years in England, is still attached to his Australian birthplace and
anxious to return to it.
The view from the high ground of the hills a few miles from the
house is certainly wide and varied. To the East in the far distance
stretched for miles the Murray scrub along the bank of the great
Australian river, a tract useless to the farmer but not uninteresting to
the botanist; and to the West the eye can just trace, if the atmosphere is
very clear, the sea line of the Gulf of St Vincent on the furthest horizon.
The Barossa ranges clothed with timber break up the nearer view but do
not quite shut out, on the one hand, the cornlands of Lynedoch Valley
and the gardens and vineyards round the homesteads of some of the

prosperous farmers, and on the other, the thickly wooded vale of
Pewsey.

The house was built on the slope of a bank and though it had no
storey yet the inclination of the ground allowed of an additional set of
rooms on one side. The drawing room was very small but had another
small room opening out of it. There was a dining room and a school
room and the rest of the space was occupied with bedrooms. But the
accommodation was not large. A wide verandah with trelliced vines and
thick clusters of white and red grapes hanging from them surrounded
the house, and there was a large swimming bath, a great luxury in the
hot summers, in a separate building a little way off. This house was
begun about 1845 but some additions had been made to it since. On
taking up the country in 1839 Mr Gilbert's first habitation was the
hollow of a large gum tree and an opossum rug was his bed and blanket.
After a time he built himself a hut propped up between two rocks,
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a number of opossums in the hollow trunks of the trees and in the

himself and his stockeeper acting as architect and builder. One

decaying timber on the ground. They are grey animals about the size of
a hare, the colour of a rabbit, the shape of a guinea pig, with claws like a
squirrel's, smooth tails 8 inches long and soft mild eyes. Their fur is very
soft and makes beautiful rugs. They are said to be mischievous to fruit
and vegetables and so they are destroyed. They come out at night and

blustering night the outside wall was blown in, but the tired occupant of
the mansion was too fast asleep to discover the ruin until morning.

Not far from the house were excellent stables, farm buildings,

cottages for the married men, an overseer's house, a school and a pretty
Gothic Church. There were 26 men within call of the station bell. The
unmarried men, about 16 altogether, lived in a large stone building with
a roof of corrugated iron. A cook was kept for the sole purpose of
attending to their meals. They had 15/- to 20/- a week with lodging and

food found them. The food consisted of meat three times a day,
vegetables, bread, tea and sugar. A store with all the common
necessaries in the way of grocery, clothing and tools was as usual kept up

at the station. Mr Gilbert's servants had most of them been with him
many years, a case not common in colonial service. The overseer, Mr
Frankton, had been with him 26 years and took as much pride in the
place as his master; so did the other people employed who were as
careful of everything as if it were their own. It was the old story, `good
master good servants', true all the world over, and perhaps this may
partly account for the good luck which was said generally to mark Mr
Gilbert's undertakings.
The vineyard which surrounded the house was 26 acres in extent. It
was one of the first planted in the colony and was one of the largest.
Gilbert's wine had the highest reputation in South Australia. It was just
before the vintage when we were there. The vines were in their richest
colouring and covered with grapes, the grass of the neighbouring
paddocks had not yet lost the sunburnt aspect of summer and from the
hills the vineyard looked like an oasis of emerald green, set in a
burnished frame, contrasting with the darkness of the evergreen pines in
the shrubbery and the sunny brownness of the paddocks. Intermixed
with the vines was a pretty rockery and flower garden. There was too a
.

conservatory and a pinery, and a little further there was quite a
plantation of oaks, chestnuts and pines.

We spent an afternoon in the cellar which had been rebuilt this year
after a calamitous fire, which destroyed the old cellar together with a
whole year's vintage. The cellarer was a good looking flaxen - haired
German named Klein. We tasted many sorts of wine. The Tokay and

Riesling and some Frontignac I liked the best. We also tasted some
brandy 75 above proof. Wine had been made here since 1850.
In our rides we took with us four dogs, two large ones half setter

half newfoundland and two little foxey terriers. These dogs found for us
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feed upon the leaves of the gum tree, and may be seen in hundreds
among the branches in fine moonlight. They are marsupial like the

1

kangaroos, that is to say the mother carries her young in a pouch. One
little opossum jumped out of its mother's pouch as the dogs were killing
her: we caught the little creature and brought it home and gave it to
Buxton. They are said to make pretty pets, but Buxton would not adopt
the orphan.
In one of our riding expeditions we passed a large reservoir 5 acres
in extent shut in by an embankment, which supplied the paddocks with
water in a dry summer, a most necessary provision in Australia, for
sometimes there is no rainfall for many months together. Hundreds of
teal and wildfowl lived upon this little lake, and no gun was ever fired to
disturb them. Close to the reservoir was a huge gum tree the centre of
which had been burnt out by one of those bush fires which sweeping
over miles of country in summer time destroy everything before them.
They are usually started by some accident and when they have once
fairly got to a head, it is very difficult to extinguish them. Either a fire is
lighted in front and kept down low enough to be easily put out when
sufficient space of ground has been burnt to check the first fire; or else
every one turns out and tries to beat down the flame with branches of
trees, but this is a long work and a very hot one too. In the hollow of this

giant gum tree three men on horseback could stand. Round its base
touching the ground it measured 67 ft and its girth 5 ft from the ground
was 37 ft, but higher up it grew rapidly narrower. It was stiII tall and
flourishing at the top. The other trees which are common here are the

stringy bark, the sheoak, the Banksia or native honeysuckle and the
silver wattle which exudes gum.

Mr Gilbert was a breeder of race horses and ran them at the
Adelaide race meetings. We saw two of them, Skylark and Lapdog,
both in training for the Adelaide autumn meeting. The training ground
was six miles from the house; there was a good course of a mile and a
half.

Before closing my account of Pewsey Vale I must not forget our
visit to the Wurley' where live the two last of the Aborigines of these
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parts, Jemmy and his wife. A Wurley is a native's house. It is of the
simplest construction consisting merely of a pile of branches put
together in the form of and about the size of a haycock. An opening is
sometimes left on the side sheltered from the wind and if the wind
happen to change the opening is easily changed too. Here Jemmy and
his wife were sitting doing nothing and saying nothing, a picture of
abject stupidity. Before them in the opening of the hut was a fire of
sticks, the wind blowing the hot smoke into their faces. On one side
crouched a small opossum dog, on the other lay 7 opossums killed that
morning for their fur. A few pots and pans lay near them, but they
required no furniture or bed, nor was there room for such things in the
Wurley.
The lubra' or such is the name given to the Aboriginal female was

almost blind and hideously ugly; she would sometimes say, we were
told, that before the white man came she was queen of the plains of
Adelaide. She was extremely dirty and continued a sort of moaning all
the time we were there. The black fellow was a fit companion for such a
spouse. A monstrous head with coarse hair matted down over his small
eyes, a nose which looked as if it had been quite broken in the middle
and then had had the lower part squeezed into the face, a mouth of
ungainly size, made up a countenance inexpressibly dull and disgusting.
His body was ill proportioned, the legs were too small and the belly was
too big. But no words can give a sufficiently hideous description of the
Australian Aboriginal, the lowest type happily yet known, which is
considered by any one to belong to the human species. Webrought him
presents of apples and by tossing them to him one by one, we gradually
put him into a good humour, and instead of being silent as is usual with
him before strangers he began to jabber to his lubra. We coaxed him out
of his vermin haunted den and tried to induce him to run up a tree, for
these creatures will clamber up trees with almost as much ease as
squirrels, but he would not do this and he gave us to understand that his
joints were stiff. Mr Gilbert is very kind to this strange couple and gives
them whatever they want, as long as they chose to live there. We shook
hands with Jemmy, and we gave him three cheers for himself and his

lubra whose squeaky voice we heard echoing them back as we
descended the hill.

Among the `Squatters'
After passing a pleasant week at Mount Gambier, the chief town of the
South Eastern district of South Australia, with Judge Wearing and
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some of the Adelaide bar, who were on circuit, we parted company from
our friends of the long robe. They returned to Adelaide and we prepared

to start across country to Melbourne, intending to stop on our way as
often as we could at the houses of squatters.
Our first stage was a distance of 20 miles to Penola, where there was

a gathering of all the country round for the yearly races and a ball. Mr
Carter, commonly called Joe Carter, the manager of a large station of
Mr Magarey's at Narracoorte, drove me in his buggy. My friend Rees
Davies rode a horse lent him by Mr Lyon, the stipendiary magistrate of
Gambiertown. There were with us besides Mr Singleton, an old military
man still very smart in his dress and in the combing of his back hair after
15 years of bush life. Mr Law, manager of the Penola bank, Mr Vaux,
an intelligent oldish man in the landsales office at Adelaide, Mr Adam

Smith, a rough homely Scotch squatter, Mr Gore, an architect and
surveyor who makes £600 a year by his profession and his wits is rather
good company and is distrusted by all his acquaintance.
Through the kind offices of our friends a little double bedded room
which opened into a treble bedded room was secured for us. We had 2
basons between the 5 of us. On this occasion the two hotels of the place

were quite full and so we felt ourselves lucky in getting any
accommodation at all. Our quarters were in a little cottage separated
from the main building of our inn, `The Prince of Wales'.
The races we were told were nothing to what they used to be a few
years ago, when the squatting interests were more flourishing. On the
course there was a fair gathering of people. The neighbouring squatters
not only came themselves but brought a number of friends, and many of
them drove 4 horses. Mr Riddoch of Yallum, the chief man of those
parts, was there. So was Mr Jones of Binnum of whom I shall have
something to say presently. Erskine West with his disreputable friend
Galbraith did not lose this opportunity of showing himself and doing a
little canvassing in the stronghold of one of his rivals, Mr Riddoch, for
there was going on at this time throughout the whole of the South East a
hot election contest between Riddoch, Hughes and West.
The racing lasted two days and the dissipation was crowned by a
ball. The tickets cost 2 guineas in order I suppose to keep out all but the
most select. My friends urged me to come to it. I felt some hesitation as I
had not any evening clothes. They assured me however that I should not
be the only one in that dilemma, and that it would be easily understood
that a traveller in the bush would not carry about with him a dress suit.
So I went with a party consisting of Mr Scott, the magistrate of Penola,
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his wife and his wife's sister, Miss Ritchie, both nicelooking women, and

Mr and Mrs Carter who were to be our hosts at Narracoorte.
Although Penola is a very small place and a long way from either
Melbourne or Adelaide the ladies proved that they had not forgotten to
bring with them into the bush the paraphernalia necessary to make a
distinguished appearance; yet on the whole if I may allow myself to
make so ungallant a remark, I think the gentlemen of the bush showed
to greater advantage than the ladies. The supper room was a temporary
building of wood added to the hotel; everything was nicely managed

and with flags and mottoes the ball room looked gay. Who was
responsible for the tone of the mottoes I know not or whether they were
old ones used on under occasions. These are some of them, `Sincerity
before marriage and fidelity after', `The life we love with those we love',

`Bachelors and Maidens married and soon'.
There were about 80 people at the ball. Of the ladies Miss Ritchie,
Mrs Moore and Miss Woolley were decidedly the best looking. Among

the men it was curious to notice how many of the older class of
squatters, some of whom were squatters no longer, for what with bad
management and bad times some had been obliged to sell their runs and
take to other means of living, for the most part had the unmistakeable
carriage of gentlemen and could be easily distinguished from some of
the later class of squatters who rising from a lower rank of society had

by industry and sagacity succeeded in taking up stations already
formed, when the original owners had been obliged to sell. The room
was full of Scotchmen and the reel was danced with enthusiasm.
We were introduced during the races to Mr James Seymour, the
son of Mr Seymour of Killanoola and he was kind enough to ask us to
pass a few days at his father's station. On the day after the ball, about 5
o'clock in the evening, we started from Penola. We had a 22 miles
journey before us. Rees Davies and I drove in a buggy drawn by two
pretty grey ponies of Seymour's. James Seymour, Dugald Smith, his
brother -in -law, and Edwin Blackmore, a clerk to the Parliament at
Adelaide, were on horseback. We very soon left the main road which
though unmetalled and in some places heavy with sand and deep with
ruts was free from stumps of trees and was fenced. We turned through a
gate into a country divided into paddocks of several thousand acres,
and in some places thickly timbered. One solitary homestead of a small
farmer was the only habitation we passed on the way. The sun went
down at six and shortly after it became very dark. The track even in
daylight indistinct became more and more difficult from the stumps of
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trees and broken branches which were upon it. I was glad to give up the
reins to Jim Seymour and to ride his horse. Dugald Smith kept telling us
that we should be benighted, but we laughed and heeded him not, for we
did not appreciate that there was any real danger. It was lucky for us
however that Jim Seymour was a most expert bushman and knew the
ways well. He seemed by a sort of instinct to keep to the track which to
me was perfectly invisible and to avoid the stumps. Dugald Smith,
Blackmore and I galloped along through the grass and bushes a little on
one side of the buggy which we could sometimes hear but could not see.
Poor Smith got among the branches of an overhanging tree and was
brushed off his horse, but he was not hurt. A little way further on and
my hat was knocked off by a branch and in the darkness we had the
greatest difficulty in finding it again. We rode however bravely on,
Smith and myself side by side. I felt perfect confidence in his guidance
though we could not see a yard before us. `How pleasant it is', I said to
him, `to be galloping one knows not where'. Scarcely had I uttered this
foolish remark when the harsh twang of strained wire rang in my ears.
My horse stumbled but with a jerk recovered himself. I turned to see
what had become of my friend and there I saw him and his horse rolled
together on the ground. The horse was soon on his legs again but poor
Dugald Smith lay quite still. I was off in a moment and passed my hand
over his head, and found his face covered with blood. In a few minutes
however to my immense relief, for I thought his neck was broken, he
began to move. His first words were, `I hope no one else is hurt'. He was
indeed very severely hurt himself, three front teeth were knocked out,
two more were broken, the whole of one side of his face was bruised and
so violent a shock was given to the system that it was several weeks
before he recovered himself. The fact was we had charged a wire fence,
the position of which poor Smith had forgotten. He had levelled some
20 yards almost to the ground which was the means of my escaping
without a fall. We led him to the buggy from which in the darkness we
had strayed some distance and in a half conscious state we brought him

to the end of our dark journey.

Mr Seymour, Killanoola
How shall I describe our reception at Killanoola? Poor Mrs Seymour
was an ancient lady, who belonged to that strict school which associates
racing and dancing with all that is evil. Her sons notwithstanding were
the boldest of steeple chase riders and had broken many bones in their
feats of horsemanship. But this again was further evidence if such were
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needed to the old lady's mind of the wrongfulness of horse racing, and a
notable sign of divine displeasure, for such accidents could not happen
without a purpose. And now we had come from this gathering of evil
resort, late at night too, and so would arise the suspicion that we had
lingered in dissipation on the course to the very last, and we had brought
to her roof her son -in -law in sad plight!

With some help from Seymour, Dugald Smith hobbled to the
house, and made as light as he could of his misfortune. Rees Davies,
Blackmore and I followed after with our luggage and waited

uncomfortably in the sitting room for our hostess. When she arrived she
eyed us all round critically, our unmistakeable sobriety seemed to

reassure her, though I could scarcely refrain from a fit of untimely
laughter at the comical idea of her suspicions, which would have spoiled
all.

Mr Seymour the husband was on a visit to one of his other stations,

so that Mrs Seymour was by herself. We had some tea, and she then

showed us our rooms. Mine was comfortable and carpeted. It was thinly
partitioned off from the sitting room and the window looked into the
verandah. Rees Davies had a very tiny room, a little strip of a place cut
off from the verandah. Indeed it seemed quite wonderful what a number

of little sleeping dens there were scattered about the cluster of huts
which formed the station of Killanoola. It had been first built I believe
about 30 years ago, and as Mr Seymour's family increased additions
had been made to it. The dining room and sitting room were as usual
separate buildings, the verandah passage uniting them. There had been
4 daughters and 3 sons of the house. The daughters were all good
looking and, while they were at home, the place had been the most
attractive in the whole South East, and squatters came from far and
near to lay seige to their hearts. One of these fair prizes was carried off
by my friend Mr George Hawker, Speaker of the House of Assembly
and one of the richest and most important men in the colony at that
time. Mr Hamilton, a civil engineer attached to the Government Survey
Office, married another and our companion Dugald Smith after a long
courtship married a third. Since the daughters left Killanoola the place
had not been so gay and in the late bad times Mr Seymour was said not

to have escaped without loss. One of his sons, this same Jim who
brought us from Penola, had just returned from a sort of exploring
expedition in search of good country in Western Australia. He had
taken with him a number of sheep and had gone through much rough

STANLEY LEIGHTON

31

work, but the land turned out worse than was expected and the sheep
died and the experiment was a failure and so he was at home again.
The house at Killanoola stood on the slope of a gentle rise in the
ground. Close round was a pretty garden of which Mrs Seymour took

care herself. The woolshed was half a mile from the house, more
conspicuous, better built and larger than the homestead, as is invariably
the case in squattages. The aspect of the country round as far as the eye
could reach from the little eminence was dull and uninteresting. It was
quite flat. No blue hill adorned the landscape or broke the monotony of
the horizon. There was a dead level of gum trees and sheoaks all round
and in winter a large portion of the country was said to be covered with a
shallow swamp and the station was with difficulty approached. I have
said that on our way from the town of Penola 22 miles away, we passed
but one homestead, and that the poor dwelling of a small farmer. On
our way to Narracoorte 12 miles off we passed two large stations. This
therefore is a favourably placed station in point of society, having two

townships in its immediate neighbourhood and yet how dreary and
inexpressibly lonely did existence here seem to be!
The Seymours come from the North of Ireland and brought with
them a tinge of those stern calvinistic principles which orangemen
delight in. I was told that old Mr Seymour had or thought he had a gift
of preaching and often exercised it. In his absence his son read the
English service for us on Sunday and afterwards one of Ryle's tracts;

though Spurgeon's sermons were I was told most liked in the
household. In the evening we again listened to some prayers and some
chapters in the bible with an exposition. After both the reading and the

explanation were over, it seemed to be the custom of the family to
discuss together what they had read, but here I think we felt the want of
old Mr Seymour's guidance. I was a little unprepared when the book

was closed to hear Mrs Seymour address us with, `What a solemn
thought it is that in the midst of life we are in death!' No one for the
moment seemed to respond and not having anything ready myself, I
clumsily broke the silence by turning to Rees Davies and saying, `Why,

you have gone to sleep!' My friend however was quite equal to the
occasion. Asleep or not he had heard enough of the old lady's words to
be able to give her back a number of the commonplaces on the subject,
and I think we counted up the number of people who ought to be dying

every minute to keep things straight in the world until at last being
involved in arithmetical puzzles we brought the conversation to some
more lively subject.

32

A VISIT TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1868

It seems in truth that the sort of religion which is professed by the
evangelical school within the Church of England, or by the dissenters
and Presbyterians out of it, has notwithstanding what some would call
its meagreness, quite enough in it to satisfy the aspirations of the settlers
of the bush. Some of them are doubtless practically indifferent about
religion, and from this isolated position have often passed many years
without participation in religious offices. Their indifference however
seems to come not so much from thought or education as from long
continued habit. The greater part of them are bigoted. How could it be
otherwise with men absorbed in their own occupations, placed far from
books and unused to the clash of other minds.
In Australia men will point to the number of well - filled chapels,
which sometimes equal and sometimes exceed the number of public
houses and will exult in these fruits of what they call perfect religious
freedom and equality, and will think that this conception of religion is
broad. As though a broad faith were made up of a number of narrow
beliefs, or truth made up of a number of distinct half truths.
Thus the squatters of the South East, who are chiefly Scotch or
Scotch Irish, are intensely Presbyterian. The Irish of the Colony are
intensely Roman Catholic. The English middle class cling to those
`dissenting' forms and beliefs which are so dear to them in England. The
English of the higher class adopt the Anglican worship, just as we find it
in country parishes, or in small towns, rather `low' than `high' but very
dogmatic, its clergy, with individual exceptions, being a little below the
average English parson. What have they gained then, I thought, by
voluntaryism? Here without a tithe - supported Church and with every

opportunity for breaking through whatever old-world custom had
fastened on the purity of worship, we find that men have hastened to

bind their minds in the selfsame fetters, if indeed they be fetters, as they
were used to. So it seems as if it is not to them to whom we must look for
development of religious thought. It needed indeed no prophet to tell
us, that as neither use and want, nor vested interests, nor all the forces of

settled life can restrain or dull the enquiring mind, so neither can
absence of all these elements, as some would say, of stagnation,

certainly of conservatism, give scope and liberality to the thoughts of

half educated or unlearned men. But the religion which these men
profess suffices for them. Why should they be anxious, why should it be
desirable that they should be anxious for something else? True, it may
be good enough for them, for sheep- farmers and tillers of the ground,
and shopkeepers, but to others it seems a religious position rather to be
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tolerated than to be imitated. There is strife and rivalry between the
ministers of the different denominations, which makes them fix their
attention rather on their differences than on their agreements and
inclines them to cling fast to all their special dogmas. Their dependance

on their congregations leads them to preach popularly, and certainly
not above the average culture of their supporters. The apparent equality
of many roads to salvation helps to make the ignorant man indifferent
at first about the particular path he may select, and at last makes him

indifferent to any. And how could things have been otherwise?
Legislation is powerless. Yet this example shows how unreasonable it is

to expect freedom from religious prejudice or liberality in religious
teaching among the middle and less cultivated classes of society, no
matter under what favourable conditions they are placed. Whether a
Church can lead the thought of the educated and at the same time
control the passions of the vulgar common people, may admit of
question. At present among ourselves the Roman Catholic priesthood
and the Dissenting ministries undoubtedly exercise an influence over
their flocks unequalled by the established Church of England. Yet in the
ministry of the English Church are to be found men at the very head and

in the very front rank of the most advanced and yet most widely
differing opinions. A Church which can hold within its ample fold a
Professor Jowett and a Professor Pusey, a Bishop Thirlwall and a
Bishop Wilberforce, a Dean Stanley and a Dean Mansel cannot be
accused of lagging behind the intellectual movement of the age. Yet a
Church which has failed in Ireland, in Wales, and in Scotland, the three
poorest and most ignorant portions of Great Britain, cannot lay claim
to the happy gift of popularity.
The little sitting room at Killanoola was nicely furnished. There
was a glass over the chimney piece, a piano, several pictures, and a few
books, chiefly `good' books. We tasted here for the first time the native
turkey as it is called, though the bird is really a bustard and stands high
from the ground. It is a large bird, common enough in the bush, yet the
squatters seem seldom to take the trouble of killing it, though it is
excellent for the table. The breast is dark fleshed, the legs light fleshed,
just the reverse of our English turkey.
As we walked one afternoon to the scene of our accident in the wire
fence, we met an ill- conditioned man with a small bundle on his back.
He asked us the way to the station and how far it was off. We entered
into conversation with him. He said he had walked 2000 miles since last

June looking for work. He mixed up his words with oaths and
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blackguardisms of the rudest sort. He looked all over like a thorough
scamp, but he was plump and fat and had on capital boots. This fellow
was a good example of a class of men who wander from one station to

another in the bush without doing any more work than walking.
Arriving at a squatter's station at sundown when it is too late to do
work, he requests to be lodged and fed, a request impossible to refuse
when there is no public house or even any other house of any sort within
reach. In the morning the squatter is glad to get rid of his guest at the
cost of his breakfast. If any work is exacted from him he is nearly sure to
spoil the tools. If food and shelter is refused the applicant will very likely

set fire to the grass of the run, which might cost the occupier many
hundred pounds, so it is usually considered cheaper to feed him and let

him go, though in the course of the year the food thus supplied
sometimes amounts to not less than £1000. Before we left Killanoola
kind old Mrs Seymour gave me two very beautiful skins of emus.

Since I left Australia I heard that old Mr Seymour died quite
suddenly about a year after I was so hospitably entertained at his house.

Jim Seymour drove us with his two same pretty grey ponies to
Narracoorte to the Carters. We passed on the way an ugly two storied
house of stone, standing primly in the plain, looking as though it had
been taken bodily from the street of a town and dropped down in the
wilderness. It was Moy Hall, built by Mr Mackintosh, a ruined
squatter, and now the property of Mr William and Duncan Robertson,

rich but parsimonious Scotchmen. The house was furnished very
smartly for the bush, but only two rooms downstairs were used.
Narracoorte
Mr Magarey's, Mr Carter Manager
On our arrival at Mr Carter's in the little township of Narracoorte we

found Archdeacon Twopeny with his niece, Miss Farr, whose
acquaintance we had first made at Gambiertown, staying in the house.
Poor Carter, whom we left apparently quite well at Penola was laid up
and in bed.

This run belonged to a Mr Magarey, a rich miller who lived in
Adelaide. Mr Carter was his manager and received £500 a year. Mr
Carter was once a squatter himself, but although he seemed to possess
all the qualities which should make a man successful, excepting perhaps
a too great generosity and a desire to have everything good, he somehow
contrived to fail and at present like many others was glad to accept the
position of a manager. He was a gentleman. He left England when he

was very young to make his way here as he could, for his father wanted
him to go into an attorney's office, and this did not suit his high spirit,'
and his love of adventure. So he emigrated. He was for some time a
`drover' which signifies in this country a much higher employment than
in England. A drover is entrusted with many hundred head of sheep or

cattle or horses to take right across country on a journey of several
weeks duration, perhaps from Sydney to Melbourne, or from Adelaide
to New South Wales. He has several men with him and there is some
generalship required in bringing the lot safe to their destination. In the
earlier days the drovers often met and fought with the Aborigines. From
this calling, having saved a little money, he rose to be a squatter, and
failing in that he sank again to his present position. He was a magistrate
at Narracoorte and well thought of by every body. His brother, he told
me, was a post- captain on board the Emerald. His wife was a ladylike
person and there were several children.
This station, like Moy Hall which we passed on our way to it, once
belonged to Mackintosh, and he began to build here on the same scale
as he did there, but his ruin prevented the completion of his plans. This

man lived now in a shepherd's hut on a shepherd's wages.
We were lodged here all three together, Rees Davies, E. Blackmore
and myself, in a stone building which they called the Bachelor's hall; it
was the beginning of Mackintosh's work prematurely cut short and was

used as a sort of lumber room. It was detached from the house. The
dining room here was also a separate hut of wood and very small.
Archdeacon Twopeny was a fine example of a clergyman in
Australia. Educated at Oriel College he for some years had a living in
Oxfordshire, but gave it up on account of spasms in the heart, and took
refuge in the dryness of the South Australian climate. He was a most
pleasing companion, a good talker, and a most liberal minded man. He
was too a first rate `whip' and a capital rider. Under his guidance we
went to the caves of Narracoorte. These famous limestone caverns,
romantic as they are in themselves, lie in a most unromantic forest of
gum trees, and quite escape notice until one is close upon them; they
then present themselves merely as holes in the flat surface of the ground.
Yet on descending in to the openings of the chasms the fantastic forms
common to such caves, with all the strange varieties of stalagmite and
stalactite appear in endless profusion, and the intricate ramifications of

the interior stretch into many winding passages rough and difficult of
access.
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Here it was that some 25 years ago a tragedy was acted. At that time
the natives were numerous in these parts and hostile. The settlers were
few and scattered and their flocks were continually being plundered by
their enemies. A raid was at last planned against the blacks, and the

gone far in the dark before he put his foot over a ledge of rock and fell at
least 10 ft down upon hard stones. By a lucky chance he rolled upon his

settlers, collecting their forces and taking with them some friendly

run, in order that a number might be selected to be driven down to
Adelaide and from thence shipped to the Indian market. The breeding

natives as trackers, set out for the neighbourhood of these caves which
was a rendezvous of the natives. In the encounter which followed one of
the natives was wounded and took refuge in the recesses of the caves.
There followed him a blackfellow of the settlers party. None are more

hungry for each others blood than the natives themselves, and
overtaking his enemy far down in the caves he cut his throat and left
him. Many years after this some settlers were exploring the caves on a
pleasure party, and to their surprize they found the perfect figure of a
black man, with his throat cut indeed but otherwise sitting as though he
were alive. The extreme dryness of the air seems to have prevented
decay and all the features were distinctly visible. Here remained this last

evidence of Aboriginal ownership, an object of much interest to the
neighbourhood, until a travelling showman came by night and carried
the body away intending to exhibit it first at Melbourne and then in
London. He was discovered before he had quite got off with his booty
through the inquisitiveness of a chambermaid, who curious to find out

shoulder and though stunned and shaken he broke no bones.
Before we left Mr Carter's there was a gathering of horses upon the
of horses on a large scale is not considered profitable and in many places
it is being discontinued. It is no easy matter however to get rid of them,

for many of them are too wild and too wary to allow themselves to be
driven up into the stock yards. I have sometimes heard of them being
poisoned and sometimes shot. On this occasion about 50 horses were
brought into the head station, and the best of them were drafted off for
sale. I sat on the top of the high post and rails watching proceedings; at
last a fine young cart -horse colt was driven into a corner, and one of the
men taking a heavy stick felled it to the ground and then cut its throat.
In answer to my inquiries they told me that they intended it for food for
the kangaroo dogs. Its value was less than 2/ 6, it was not worth sending

down to Adelaide, and at Narracoorte no one would care to buy it.
These horses might have been bought on the run for less than £5 a piece.

Binnum Binnum (Mr Jones's) Tattiara country, South Australia

what the traveller had in the bag which he so carefully put under his bed,
opened it and to her horror discovered the dried corpse. There was some
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stir among the people at the idea of the showman carrying away so
interesting a relic. They said he had no right to it. Yet it would be
difficult to determine in whom the right of property in the dead man's
body had rested, after so many years had elapsed. Still public feeling

Mr Henry Jones, our host, was the son of a tanner in Welshpool. He
himself had something to do with a Bank at Shrewsbury which failed
and he left England and is not likely to return. Two of his brothers,
Heighway and Derwas Jones of Pontsford, who are often out with the

was against the body- snatcher, and he was forced to give up his prize.
The remains were carefully returned to the cave and reinstated as far as
possible in their old position, though a little the worse for the journey

and exposure. The travelling `Barnum' however was a man of
perseverance and not easily foiled. He returned a second time secretly to
the caves, and laid his plans so well that no prying housemaid opened
his bag, and he landed his `petrified' man as he called him in London to
be a sensational sight for a few weeks, but alas the nose had come off

during the voyage and the whole body very soon fell to pieces.
The interior of the caves was dark and we carried lighted candles
with us. The Archdeacon however and Rees Davies separated from us
and went without lights down a passage intending to meet us suddenly
by surprize. The Archdeacon thought he knew the way, but he had not

Shropshire hounds were squatters in this country too and held a
neighbouring run. Mr Jones was the first occupier of this tract of
country. He had about 130,000 acres which carried between 30,000 and
40,000 sheep. At this time he was in some anxiety about the terms which
the Government was likely to make with him on the renewal of his lease,
for it depended on them whether he would be able to hold on or not. For

Mr Jones had not been a saving man, and he had spent money in
unusual improvements about his station considering the uncertain
tenure. There was here for instance a fine new woolshed; there was a
peculiar contrivance for washing the sheep. The animals were driven
from the surrounding pens into a huge bath of hot soap and water, and
from thence on to a little waggon fitted on rails on an inclined plain.
When full, this was set in motion and overturned its load into a deep
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water hole, through which the sheep were obliged to swim to land. Then
again the men's huts, or cottages as Mrs Jones liked them to be called,
for they were her peculiar care, were surrounded with little gardens and

covered with creepers. The run was fenced. The house as usual was
made up of a number of different buildings beginning with the original
rough hut, made of rudely hewn planks, now used as a sort of lounging
room and decorated with guns, pistols, whips, spurs, and a few books,
and ending with a gabled building of some architectural pretension only

just finished. In front of the house was a pretty garden with some
English trees, the poplar and the lime, some Indian trees, among them
two fine India rubber trees, and a japonese shrub.
Mr Jones was 55. He was a greyhaired, redfaced, big man, a good

rider and a good whip. He was a pompous gentleman, and his
neighbours called him the Lord Harry from the number of his friends in
the peerage, about whom he was continually talking. A picture of his
`friend' Ld. Dungannon hung in his dining room. He was hot- tempered,
fond of a practical joke, made use of very long words and usually forgot

to pronounce his 'hs'.
The nice looking and ladylike wife of this man was by birth a Miss
Caton. Her mother died when she was young, and she was brought up
for many years with her cousins, the Kinchants of Park near Oswestry.
She and her cousins lived very quietly at Park, for Mr Kinchant was
extremely poor. At last she married Mr Jones, but her Aunt Kinchant
who was very proud disapproved of the marriage, and Mrs Jones was
never afterwards allowed to pass the gates of her old home. The last ball,
which she went to in England, was at Hardwicke, Sir John Kynaston's.
She told me that she had once been to a bowmeeting at Loton. After her
marriage she spent 4 months on the Continent and then she started for
her new world life. Her husband had been out for many years before, so
that although everything was very new to her, she came to a place settled
after a fashion. In the beginning she was in hopes that they would soon
grow rich, and would be able to come back again to England, but as
years have rolled on, and children have been born, and new friendships
and associations formed, she has become satisfied with her bush life,
where she is as good as any of her neighbours, and she thinks now that
the coldness and isolation she would find in English society, after so
long an absence, would make it preferable to stay where she is, and I
think she is right.
There was a great gathering at Binnum, for Mrs Jones was giving a
bush ball, and the squatters and their wives and all the young ladies who
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could be mustered came from far and near. I drove from Narracoorte on
the day of the ball, with Mr Scott, and Miss Cayley and Mr Singleton.

We passed on the way a new house of Mr Adam Smith's, still in the
building, and we saw in the distance Mr Afflick's substantial station.
When we arrived at our destination we took out our horses and turned
them into a small paddock and put the buggy into a shed, and with our
luggage in our hands went in quest of our host who met us in the garden.

It may be imagined that in a bush house with a company of nearly 50
guests there was not much room to spare. There were a few tents pitched
on the lawn and of course the same basins and jugs had to serve many
turns. We managed however very well and when we were assembled in
the ball room to my surprise almost every body appeared in full dress
except ourselves. The ball room was made up of the sitting room and the
verandah which went round two corners and was closed in. We danced
quadrilles and valses and Scotch reels and lancers. `No wonder', said Mr
Jones when every one seemed to forget the figures of the lancers, `we get

into confusion for the dance is to "himplicated ".'
These were the names of our party which I remember. Mr and Mrs.
Scott, Miss Ritchie, the belle of the ball, Miss Baker, a sort of governess

at Binnum, lame in one leg, Mrs Carter, Miss Paterson, Miss Cayley,
and her brother who was in the Narracoorte bank, young Scott, the

son of the Penola magistrate, a wild hard bitten young fellow, the
Connors, the Brewers, both freethinkers, Whittaker, the Hunters, Mr
Hunter had bought land in one of the South Sea Islands, Alick
McCloud, a bonny redfaced white - locked Scotchman, great in the reel,
he was a scab inspector, Singleton, Erskine West, the candidate for the
district, and Galbraith, an electioneering friend, the Hines, the Moores,
Goss, in a bank in Adelaide, Daly, a nephew of the late Governor, a

gentlemanly young fellow and a Roman Catholic, Collins, an
indifferent bush clergyman and Dr Gunning.
We kept up our dancing till 5 and some who found no beds stayed
up afterwards playing at whist, and some started immediately to drive
home. I crept off to bed but more than one visitor who could not find a
bed elsewhere came in hoping to find mine unoccupied. Rees Davies got
a little uneasy sleep on a sofa in the ball room, and at 8 o'clock we were

called to start for a Kangaroo hunt.
Rees Davies and I drove to the hunting ground with Collins and
Jones, the rest of the party, Frank Hines, Goss, Daly, George Scott,
Connor and the two boys, Redmund and Caton Jones, all went on
horseback.
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I had told our host that he might put me on any horse he liked but
that Rees Davies, who was not a good rider and was not at all afraid to
say so, must have a quiet horse. He took me at my word and, giving Rees
Davies a heavy but very quiet animal, he pointed out to me a big black
mare, which I had no sooner mounted than by plunging, rearing and
starting, she did everything she could to get rid of me. If to her other
accomplishments she had added buckjumping, I should probably have

Governor MacDonnell and the Transition
to Responsible Government in South Australia

been soon out of the saddle. The overseer proposed that one of the
blackfellows, to whom it is a delight to ride unmanageable horses and
whom nothing can unseat, should quiet my animal for me, but of course
I could not think of accepting such a compromise and for the first hour I

ANNA MUNYARD*

had a very uneasy ride. After that the mare became quiet, when Mr
Jones mounted her himself and gave me another horse.
Kangaroo hunting is managed in this way. The party spread
themselves out in a loose order, with the grey- hounds behind them, dogs

and men both keeping a look out. Presently the Kangaroos are seen in
flocks of from 5 to 30 or sometimes more together. The dogs are halloed
on and in the open country will run one down in a quarter of a mile
though sometimes the courses are much longer. If the ground is broken
or bushy the Kangaroo often escapes. A big Kangaroo, which stands on
its hind legs 6 ft from the ground, will keep the dogs at bay, and if they
come within reach of its formidable hind leg claw, which it can thrust
forward with great force, will seriously maul them. When the riders
come up in such case, they either get behind the animal and lay hold of
its tail, which enables the dogs to run in and worry it to death, or else

During Sir Richard Graves MacDonnell's term of office as governor of

South Australia, from 1855 to 1862, the form of government in the
1,

colony changed from representative government to responsible
government. The transition in South Australia took longer than it did in
Tasmania or Victoria because the original bill of 1853 was disallowed by
the imperial government. The disallowance meant that the bill had to be
reconsidered, but advice to this effect was withheld until MacDonnell
had arrived in the colony.

they stun it by blows on the head with their sticks. The riding is

For his part in the transition to responsible government
MacDonnell has been described as arrogant, over - bearing and power seeking. In particular he has been accused by Boyle Travers Finniss of

sometimes awkward from the broken branches and timber lying on the
ground, but there is no fencing at all. We killed that day 10 Kangaroo

being responsible for a constitution that was too liberal for the
conservative element in the South Australian community and too

and 1 Wallaby. The Wallaby is an animal of the same class as the

conservative for the liberal component. He has also been accused of

Kangaroo but not much larger than the English hare. It runs for a short

being responsible for the failure of the first ministry through his
constant interference in government matters. Since Finniss held the
position of Colonial Secretary for several years prior to the advent of
responsible government and headed the first ministry after its
implementation, he was obliged to work closely with the governor.
Thus, his opinion of MacDonnell as detailed in his history of the first
twenty -one years of settlement in South Australia has generally been
accepted by later historians. But was Finniss' opinion justified? On

distance very quickly. The Wallaby and some of the tails of the
Kangaroo we took home to eat. These tails make up into a soup not
unlike oxtail soup.
The next day was Sunday. We were not up to breakfast till rather
late, but Collins the clergyman had started early, to do duty at Apsley,
15 miles off. Mr Jones read us the morning service solemnly and if he
could only have pronounced his `hs' well. We repeated the responses
and with Mrs Jones' assistance on the harmonium sang two hymns.
Several of the men belonging to the station attended and the room was
quite full.

* Mrs Munyard is a post graduate student at Flinders University, working on
the powers of governors in colonial South Australia.
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reading Finniss' account two attitudes become apparent. The first is
that Finniss resented MacDonnell: not only because of the power the
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for him, despite any good intentions, to submit meekly to withdrawing
from playing a leading role in the government of the colony.

latter wielded in his official capacity as governor of the colony, but also

because of MacDonnell's powerful personality. The second is an
attitude of self-justification on Finniss' part. This took the form of

The political background
At the time of MacDonnell's arrival, the colony's legislature comprised
the governor and a Legislative Council consisting of eight members
nominated by the Crown, and sixteen members elected by the colonists.
By an imperial statute, the Australian Colonies Government Act, 1850
(13 & 14 Vict. c.59) Governor Young and his Legislative Council had

defending his position during the deliberations on the 1853 constitution

bill; pointing out the efficiency of his conduct during his term as
administrator of the colony; and finally proving his independence of
MacDonnell's influence after the governor's arrival in the colony. Yet
one wonders why Finniss' account covered only the first twenty -one
years. He remained a member of Parliament until 1862, throughout
MacDonnell's term of office, and also held the post of Treasurer from
June 1858 to May 1860. Since his book was not published until 1880 he
could have provided an insight into a much longer period of the life and
government of the colony.
Unfortunately MacDonnell seems to have written little apart from
his official correspondence. Although he wrote at length in some cases
and did not hesitate to make his opinion known, his despatches to the
Secretary of State reveal little of the part he played in the transition to
responsible government. The only exception relates to MacDonnell's

proposal of a single chamber plan which was fully explained in a
despatch to London, but barely mentioned elsewhere. But apart from
this attempt to persuade the colonists to adopt what he thought a more

suitable form of government MacDonnell was content to let the
colonists play the leading role in determining the constitution to be
adopted for South Australia. In fact, neither MacDonnell nor the
colonists had much choice in the matter since the imperial government
had already determined that the colony should be granted responsible
government. The colonists were allowed to determine not the type of
government but how their own particular constitution, permitting the
practice of responsible government, could be framed with regard to the
particular needs of the colony.

The transition was not made without difficulties and clashes
between the governor and the legislature. These stemmed from the
determination of the colonists to achieve independence from the rule of

the governor and from interference of the imperial government in
internal colonial matters. They were compounded by the problems of
adjustment faced by official members of the government, and by the
arrival of a new governor whose forceful personality made it difficult

been empowered to alter the constitution to enable the blended
unicameral legislature to be replaced by a bi- cameral one. A Select
Committee, appointed on 14 October 1852, had reported its
recommendations for alterations to the constitution.' However, no

f

action was taken until the receipt of Sir John Pakington's despatch of 15
December 1852 to Sir Charles FitzRoy, then Governor of New South
Wales and also Governor General of the Australian colonies. The main
point of this despatch was that a new legislature, comprising an elective
assembly and a council nominated by the Crown, should be established.
Following this the imperial government would legislate to transfer the
control of revenue to the local legislature. The terms of this despatch

were also to apply to South Australia.2 But shortly after sending the

despatch Pakington was replaced by the Duke of Newcastle who
confirmed the fact that South Australia should draw up a constitution
which would implement responsible government. He also implied that
the nominated Legislative Council could be replaced by an elective one

but the wording was sufficiently vague to allow more than one
interpretation.3
Despatches relating to constitutional changes were tabled in the

Legislative Council on 21 July 1853, and on 26 July 1853 the
constitution bill was introduced. The main feature of the bill was the
composition of the upper house: members were to be nominated by the
Crown and would hold office for life. The ensuing argument about the

composition of the upper house was not resolved. Government
members argued that repeal of the Waste Lands Act was conditional on
the upper house being nominative and threatened to withdraw the bill if

elected members refused to cede this clause to the government.4 A
compromise, which allowed for the upper house to be changed from
nominative to elective after a period of nine years, was effected. The
elected members, though not entirely satisfied, were obliged to accept
the compromise and in due course the bill was forwarded to London.
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appointed Chief Justice of the Gambia on 20 July 1843. Four years later
on 10 August 1847 he was appointed governor of the British Settlements

on the Gambia, an office which he held until 1852 when he was
appointed governor of St Lucia in the West Indies. The following year

he was appointed governor of St Vincent and his experience there
.

would not have endeared to him the idea of representative government
in the colonies. Of the three colonies of which MacDonnell had been

governor St Vincent was the only one which had representative
government in the form of an Executive and Legislative Council of
I

WRIIC1111.1

twelve members nominated by the Crown, and a House of Assembly of
nineteen elected members. The Council had the function of being an
advisory body to the governor as well as being the upper house of the
legislature. Its influence in the government of the colony was minimal
since it had no power to propose amendments to financial measures,
and eventually it lost the right to initiate legislation.5 Accordingly the

power of legislation lay in the House of Assembly, for which the
franchise was subject to a low freehold property qualification. In the
days when slaves were regarded as property, the Assembly acted on
behalf of a small minority of the population. With the emancipation of

slaves in 1833 this form of government became even less tolerable
because most of the coloured population were not entitled to vote.
Added to this were the problems of absentee landlords and the apathy

of both electors and members of the legislature. This form of
Richard Graves MacDonnell

Boyle Travers Finniss

government had been in existence since British settlement in St Vincent
in 1766, and a change would have to be enacted by either the Assembly
or the imperial government: the Assembly was unwilling to relinquish

any of its powers, and the imperial government seemed equally
Unfortunately for Young, and perhaps more so for his successor, the
implications of the Duke of Newcastle's despatch became known. The

apparently deliberate deception of the government infuriated the
colonists and led them to petition the imperial government to amend the
constitution bill in accordance with the wishes of the colonists. In view

of this it is hardly surprising that the imperial government refused to
pass amending legislation, and chose to wait until Young's successor
assumed office before informing the colonists of the fate of the 1853
constitution bill.
When MacDonnell arrived in South Australia on 9 June 1855 he
brought with him nearly twelve years experience in the colonial service.
After practising as a lawyer first in Dublin and then in London, he was

unwilling to step in despite the fact that the existing form of
government was not functioning effectively.
The situation in South Australia was hardly comparable to that in
St Vincent, but the point is that MacDonnell had had experience as
governor of colonies both with and without representative government.
In the case of St Vincent he had experienced the disorder which resulted

from the inability or unwillingness of the colonists to accept the
responsibilities of a form of government which had been imposed on
them by the imperial government. In light of this experience it was
natural that MacDonnell should have had some misgivings about the
granting of parliamentary government to a colony which had been
settled less than twenty years.
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MacDonnell's single chamber plan
On 28 July 1855 advice was received that the 1853 constitution bill
would not be approved on the grounds that it was outside the limits
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there was a rapid succession of ministries, some holding office for less
than a month, after the implementation of responsible government.
In the meantime MacDonnell's proposal for an alternative form of
government was not well received. The most outspoken of the criticisms
aimed at the proposal was that printed in the Register. Details of the
governor's scheme had been published in that newspaper on 20 August
1855, but unfortunately the notice outlining his reasons for the proposal
was not published at the same time as had been MacDonnell's intention.
Thus the South Australian public was faced with a proposal for a form
of government different from what they had been led to expect, and

prescribed in the Act of 1850.6 It was suggested that the blended council

reconsider the terms of the bill with particular regard to the
composition of the upper house, and recommended that South
Australia adopt a constitution similar to that approved for Van
Diemen's Land. Despite this MacDonnell put forward his single
chamber plan which recommended a legislature consisting of a single
house of forty members, four of whom would be the permanent heads of
the principal government departments and the remaining thirty -six
elected by the people; there would be no special qualifications required
of members and there was provision to resolve the single chamber into
two at a future date.? The plan meant that there would be virtually no
change in the form of government from what was already in existence
apart from the fact that the proportion of nominated members would be

without an accompanying explanation of why their new governor
should see fit to put forward such a plan. In view of an earlier report
which claimed that MacDonnell had a high- handed way of dealing with
matters,10 the colonists may have felt some indignation at what could be
seen as interference with their wishes for self - government as far as the
internal affairs of the colony were concerned. The main complaint was
that the governor had the audacity to presume to know the wishes of the

halved while the number of elected members would be greatly
increased. With provision to alter the constitution at a later date the
plan was in effect only a very small advance on the provisions of the
Australian Colonies Government Act, 1850. It was a plan designed to

colonists when he had been there for such a short time. It accused

give greater representation but not necessarily responsible government.
As such it did not meet with the approval of the colonists who, by this
time, appeared to be determined to achieve responsible government.
It is not known how much MacDonnell knew of South Australia's
history prior to his arrival; of the persistent efforts on the part of some

insisted on a nominative upper house during the discussions on the 1853
constitution bill, and suggested that

of the colonists to obtain a more representative form of government
since 1839; and of the feelings of frustration experienced by these
colonists in repeatedly having their hopes thwarted by the refusal of the

MacDonnell of forcing his wishes on the legislature in the same manner

as his predecessor, Governor Young, had forced his when he had

It would be better if their Excellencies would keep their private opinions to

themselves, and just leave the colonists free for once to choose a
Constitution after their own notions.11

Finniss agreed with the points of view expressed in the Register.
E

various government positions including that of Colonial Secretary from
1852. In addition to this, Finniss, as senior member of the Executive
Council, had been responsible for the administration of the government
in the period between Governor Young's departure in December 1854
and MacDonnell's arrival in June 1855. There can be little doubt that
Finniss resented what he saw as the dictatorial attitude of the governor.

Secretary of State to allow more than limited representation in
government. This situation persisted until the Australian Colonies
Government Act, 1850 was passed and then the ideal of being freed
from the despotic rule of the governor, and from nomineeism, was in
sight. Whether or not MacDonnell was aware of the lobbying that had

preceded his arrival, he quickly formed the opinion that South
Australia was not yet ready to embark on responsible government for
two reasons. The first was that the principle of responsible government
was not fully understood; and the second that there were no political
parties the members of which could support the measures introduced

into parliament by their respective ministries.8 As it happened
MacDonnell was justified in holding these views in view of the fact that

Finniss had arrived in South Australia in 1836 and had occupied

He also resented, and perhaps rightly so, the haste with which
MacDonnell pushed forward the single chamber plan. In respect of the
plan, Finniss admitted that MacDonnell had discussed the possibility of
introducing such a plan with members of the government, but he also
i

insisted that the plan was proclaimed before members had the
opportunity to discuss the plan in Council.12 In view of this, it seems
that MacDonnell, in discussing informally his proposal with members
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of the government and apparently other prominent members of the
community, mistook their silence and perhaps their reticence as support

for his plan. On the other hand, it seems that members of the
government expected that formal discussion of the plan would be
deferred until the next session of the Legislative Council; and that
would not occur until after the next election since MacDonnell had
dissolved the existing Council on the advice of the Secretary of State.
The result was that the constitution to be adopted for the colony was the
major issue at the elections.
The official response to MacDonnell's proposal was not
favourable although the reply was not couched in the same terms as
either Finniss' reaction or the response in the Register. The Secretary of
State realised that by the time he had received MacDonnell's despatch

regarding the single chamber plan, the matter would have been
resolved. He also realised that, in view of this, it would be useless to
reprimand MacDonnell on his course of action. At the same time, he

felt duty bound to remind MacDonnell that his proposal was
`inconsistent with the establishment of Responsible Government', and
that the action of the South Australian legislature, if it had approved
MacDonnell's proposal, was not in line with the policy of the imperial
government as expressed in the Act of 1850.13 The implication here is

that the imperial government intended, from the start, that the
Australian colonies should embark on responsible government whether
or not this met with the wishes of the colonists themselves. This point
has been made by Ward who argues that responsible government
was bestowed upon them because British policy had become one of
establishing responsible government in colonies of settlement that seemed
likely to demand it and to be ready for it within a reasonably short period
of time.14

As it happened, the South Australian public overwhelmingly
rejected MacDonnell's proposal at the elections of 1855. With few
exceptions the candidates declared in favour of two houses, both
elective; an extension of the franchise; and vote by ballot. From the
campaign and the result of the elections there could be little doubt that
MacDonnell's proposal was unacceptable, and that the major issues for
debate when the Legislative Council met would be the composition of

the upper house and the franchise. But, although MacDonnell was
presumptuous in proposing his single chamber plan, he was also acting
within his rights prescribed in his instructions.
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The framing of the constitution
Following the elections the Legislative Council met on 1 November
1855 with the primary issue being the constitution to be adopted for
South Australia. In his opening address MacDonnell admitted that,

although he still preferred the simplicity of a single chamber
constitution, the elections had shown that the colonists preferred a
constitution which would establish two elective houses. He doubted
that a double chamber constitution could be implemented without
difficulty, but claimed that the initial inconvenience would be offset by
public sympathy for a form of government which the colonists were

willing to supportas MacDonnell pointed out that the measures
required to introduce responsible government would be incorporated in
two separate bills, one to establish a parliament in South Australia and

the other to provide for the election of members to parliament. This
would allow the South Australian government to alter the distribution
of electoral districts as the need arose, without the necessity of having to

send the bill to London for royal assent as would be the case if these
measures were included in the constitution bill. MacDonnell then
briefly outlined some of the main provisions of the bills. Although
voting by ballot was not included, MacDonnell pointed out that he was
unsure of the effects of its introduction. He added that he would not be
opposed to such a measure if he `could be certain that the ballot would

materially tend to prevent disturbances at elections and diminish
bribery'.

Although the bill contained all the provisions necessary to
implement responsible government, it soon became obvious that it
would not have an undisputed passage. Unfortunately no record was
kept of the nature of the deliberations at the meeting of the Executive
Council.16 Since the bill was tabled on 1 November 1855 one wonders at

the reason for the delay. Perhaps MacDonnell had not envisaged the
opposition which arose to certain clauses, but even a cursory glance at
the election speeches should have made him realise that the issues of the
franchise and method of voting would not pass unchallenged. He also
should have realised that the retention of power, to any extent, by the
governor would be challenged regardless of whether this power was to
be exercised with the advice and consent of the Executive Council.
However, MacDonnell was prepared to allow the members as much

freedom as possible in the framing of the constitution. He became
concerned when some of the changes proposed seemed in danger of
being carried by what he thought to be an enthusiastic impulse for self-
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government rather than by an understanding of the implications of
those changes.

While details of the discussion were not recorded, resolutions
passed at later meetings of the Executive Council show that
MacDonnell was concerned about the attempt to make the colony one
district for the election of members to the upper house.17 The danger
arising from this was that country candidates had less hope of being
elected by city voters. Thus, according to Finniss, issues such as `the
agricultural and the pastoral interests, and those thousand
improvements so necessary to the advancement of the colony' would

tend to be neglected for the sake of urban interests.18 Proportional
representation in the lower house meant that its members would be
drawn mainly from the city districts. A similar distribution for the
upper house would also mean that a majority of members would be

returned by city voters: and if this were the case it could not be
guaranteed that minority interests would be equally well served. It
placed MacDonnell in a quandary: he could foresee the practical
difficulties but was reluctant to interfere with the proceedings of the
Legislative Council. The most he could hope for was that government
officials in the Legislative Council would be sufficiently persuasive to
ensure that government policy was adopted by elected members.
MacDonnell was also concerned about the attempt to introduce
universal suffrage.19 He had pointed out in his opening address that the
only new qualification required of electors was a period of two years
residence in the colony. He believed that this period of residence was a

necessary condition of electors exercising their right to vote in a
responsible manner and in the best interests of the colony. Finniss
argued that the franchise was basically the same as that which many
members had believed to be satisfactory when the 1853 bill had been
discussed, and that that was sufficient justification not to alter the
franchise in the current bill.20 In fact the bill did allow an extension of

the franchise by comparison with the 1853 bill, in that property
qualifications were lowered considerably and the franchise was
extended to persons holding certain educational qualifications. This
was in accordance with the wishes expressed by many of the candidates
during the election campaign, though not many of those who advocated
an extension of the franchise specified how far it should be extended.

The debate in the Legislative Council made it apparent that
government measures would not meet with the approval of the majority
of elected members. Some form of compromise would be necessary. In
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view of this MacDonnell called a. meeting of the Executive-Council on
1 December 1855 when it was resolved that

... it is clearly understood that the Government Constitution Bills as now

before the House are to be adhered to in their details by the Members of
the Government in the House unless when the Colonial Secretary decides

in the House that it is expedient to consent to an alteration in those
details.21

It was also resolved that if an important principle was at stake an
attempt should be made to discuss the issue in Executive Council prior
to its debate in the Legislative Council. This decision allowed
government officials some freedom to effect a compromise between

government policy and the wishes of the elected members, but not
sufficient freedom to oppose government policy. It eased the pressure
on government officials who acted in a dual capacity: as government
officials they were obliged to support the policies dictated by the
governor; but as colonists, in the Legislative Council they were unable

to voice their opinions or propose amendments which opposed
government policy. Yet the Executive Council minutes show that none
of the government officials were prepared to register a protest against

any of the policies proposed by MacDonnell with respect to the
constitution bill. Without advice to the contrary from members of the
Executive Council, MacDonnell had no cause to change the measures
he had proposed. His decision to call meetings of the Executive Council
during the period of the debates on the constitution were prompted by

concern about the nature of the amendments proposed in the
Legislative Council rather than by the desire to dictate terms to the
colonists.
An examination of the bill as passed shows that the original bill
was not amended to the extent anticipated. Finniss had pointed out that
spirited opposition to the bill would arise simply because the bill was

drafted and introduced by a government over which the elected
members had no contro1.22 One of the major concerns was the extent to

which the powers held by the governor could be limited. The
amendments proposed in this regard concerned the composition of the
Executive Council. The elected members realised that the creation of an
Executive Council was vested in the Crown and that they were unable to

nominate the persons to be appointed to the Executive Counci1.23
Nevertheless they were concerned that if the Executive Council was to

consist of persons other than those comprising the ministry then
government policy would be subject to influence by persons not
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responsible to the elected representatives of the people. G. S. Kingston
pointed out that the bill did not specify that members of the ministry
were to be identical with members of the Executive Counci1.24 His
proposal aimed to

... take the responsibility out of the hands of the head of the Government,
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was read a third time and passed, according to the Register, by a
disappointingly small number of members.
The bill was reserved on 4 January 1856 and forwarded to London
with an accompanying despatch in which MacDonnell outlined the
reasons for some of the measures taken by the government,27 and
referred specifically to the franchise and electoral districts. MacDonnell

and to place it in the hands of the Ministers, who should be liable to

mentioned that the desire for two elective houses was unanimous

removal on a vote of the Legislature.25

among the elected members, but the problem facing the government in
drafting the bill was how to secure fair representation for all colonists,
and how to ensure that the franchise would be fairly extended to only

This could only be achieved by making the ministry identical with the
Executive Council. The amended clauses specified that members of the

the ideal of freedom from the dictates of the governor would be

those with a vested interest in the colony. He argued that had the
government proposed distinguishing between electors for the two
houses "such a proposition would probably have excited violent
opposition from one end of the province to the other ". Instead, the
government had proposed a franchise subject to low property or

achieved.
The other major change was that involving the franchise. The bill

professional qualifications for electors to both houses, and had left it to
the elected members to decide that it was unsuitable. This was deliberate

as introduced had stipulated that the franchise for electors to both
houses be subject to low property or professional qualifications.
Without exception the elected members voted for the deletion of this

purpose in that it gave greater weight to the conservative element in the

ministry be ex officio members of the Executive Council, and that
government patronage be vested in the governor with the advice `and
consent' of the Executive Council. Taken together with the fact that
members of the ministry had to be elected these amendments meant that

clause,26 and passed an amendment based on a plan put forward by J.
Baker, member for Mount Barker. Thus the franchise for electors to the
lower house was extended to adult males resident for six months, while
electors to the upper house were required to possess specified property

qualifications. This distinction meant that the interests of property
holders would be safeguarded in the upper house, while the upper house
itself was protected by the provisions in Clause 2 that the governor had

not the power to dissolve the upper house.
The question of financial legislation was not fully resolved at this
time: the bill provided that money bills could be introduced only in the
lower house, although amendments could be recommended in the
upper house. A clause was added restricting the governor's right to

political manoeuvring on MacDonnell's part and as such accounts
partly for Finniss' resentment toward MacDonnell. It also served its

legislature. On the question of electoral districts, the government
proposal was rejected; the Council had agreed with proportional
representation in the lower house, but had decided on making the
colony one electoral district for the upper house. MacDonnell still
disagreed with this amendment; he considered that
. the New Constitution, by taking numbers as the basis of representation
for the Lower House, and by taking numbers, though of a different class of
electors, as the basis of representation for the Upper House, has pursued a

plan less likely than that of the Government to develop the growing
capabilities of the more remote districts of the province; a matter of
essential consequence to a young country.28

authorize expenditure by requiring that any such warrant be

He argued that an electoral division such as that adopted would mean
that the majority of electors to both houses would come from the county
of Adelaide, `utterly excluding such interests as may be represented by a

countersigned by the Chief Secretary. A similar restriction was made on

minority of electors for either house residing outside of Adelaide

the governor's power to appoint and dismiss officers. Provision was
made in Clause 34 for the constitution to be amended at a later date, but

a safeguard against hasty legislation in this respect was made by
insisting that the second and third reading of such bills be passed by an
absolute majority of the whole number of members in both houses; bills
so passed had to be reserved for royal assent. On 2 January 1856 the bill

county'.
MacDonnell also expressed concern at the action of the Legislative
Council in requiring ministers to be ex officio members of the Executive

Council. In nominating members of the Executive Council the
legislature was exceeding the limits of its powers, but if the imperial

government was willing to approve this measure then the present
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instructions would have to be altered with regard to the composition of
the Executive Council. As a matter of fact the instructions would have
had to be altered anyway to take into account the changed role of the
governor with the implementation of responsible government.
MacDonnell requested that the imperial government pass amending
legislation if necessary

... as I certainly cannot advise that this colony should be longer left in its
present state of transition from a form of government which has suddenly

become antiquated, to another which the colony is anxious to attain.
However unsuitable or inconvenient the proposed Constitution may
prove, matters have come to such a pass that I am now convinced the
proposed form of government would work far better than the present.29

MacDonnell had expressed a similar opinion in a private despatch
nearly three weeks earlier, while the debate about the constitution bill
was in progress in the Legislative Council. He had said then that the

position of the governor, and indeed the government officials, had
become almost untenable because of the delay in achieving responsible

government, and because of the consequent distrust with which the
government was regarded.30
The colonists had to wait nearly ten months before advice was
received to the effect that the Constitution Act, 1855 -6 had been
approved. In the meantime the electoral bill was passed, the main
provisions being that the colony would be formed into one district for
elections to the upper house, that nominations would be in writing and

ANNA MUNYARD

55

reversal seemed clear cut, but practice would reveal that, according to
Finniss, `it was not so easy to draw the line between the functions of the
Ministry and the powers of the Governor'.31
Responsible government
Advice was received on 24 October 1856 that the Constitution Act,
1855 -6 had been approved and the Electoral Act, 1856 confirmed, and
that these Acts contained `all the provisions required to precede the
inauguration of Responsible Government'. The only measure required
to enable the Act to become legally effective was that it be proclaimed in

the South Australian Government Gazette in accordance with Section
41 of the Constitution Act, 1855 -6. Although a period of three months
was allowed within which the Act had to be proclaimed, MacDonnell
gave instructions for an immediate proclamation at a meeting of the
Executive Council on the same day.

Implications with respect to the role of the governor
With the proclamation of 25 October 1856 the role of the governor
changed although not all aspects of it changed to the same extent. In
fact it was only the administrative role that was effectively changed by
the Constitution Act, 1855 -6, which encompassed only that portion of
the constitution which related to the legislature. It was silent on
. .. the office and appointment of the Governor, the power of Her Majesty

to issue Instructions having the force of law, the obligation of the

that voting would be by ballot. With the passage of this bill the stage was
set for South Australia to embark on responsible government by means
of which the colonists, through their elected representatives, would be

Governor to conform thereto, the law as to assent and reservation, the
allowance and disallowance of Bills, the extension of Imperial

able to control the internal affairs of the colony. The new constitution

Counci1.32

incorporated the wishes of the colonists as expressed in the 1855
elections in that it would establish a parliament consisting of two
elective houses, introduce adult male suffrage for the lower house and
voting by ballot. But what was more important to the colonists was that

the powers of the governor would be curtailed: from now on the
governor would be obliged to act only with the approval of the
Executive Council or ministry. Thus the roles of the governor and the

ministry would be reversed, in that the ministry would dictate the
policies, while the governor would act in an advisory capacity. The
difference in the reversed roles however was that the ministry would not

be obliged to act on the governor's advice or recommendations, and
also that the ministry could hold office only as long as it commanded the

support of the majority of members in the lower house. In theory this

Statute Law to the Colonies, the relation of the Imperial Parliament to the
Provincial Legislature as a law- making body, the creation of an Executive

Thus while the Act effectively changed the relationships between the
governor and the Executive Council and between the Council and the
legislature, it had little effect on the roles of the governor as an imperial
officer and a leading figure in society.
The change in the administrative role of the governor was limited
to the governor's relationship with the legislature. Since the Executive
Council was created by Letters Patent, the colonists could do little
about either its existence or its composition. The fear which had been
expressed during the deliberations on the constitution bill was that of
the danger of appointing to the Council persons not responsible to the
elected members of the legislature. An attempt to minimize this danger
had been made by requiring ministers to be ex officio members of the
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Executive Council. This measure temporarily allayed the fear but it
emerged again during discussions on proposed alterations to the
governor's instructions. Finniss objected to a proposal which would
enable the governor to appoint additional members to the Executive
Council. He argued 'that granting

.

.

.
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transmit, by message, to the Council or Assembly, for their

consideration, any amendment which he shall desire to be made in any Bill
presented to him for Her Majesty's assent, and all such amendments shall

be taken into consideration.

This meant that the governor could withhold assent pending further
consideration of the bill, but not to the extent where he could force the
legislature to adopt his proposals. At the same time the nature of bills

. the power of appointing non official advisers to seats in the Executive
Council ... would ... operate to damage and obstruct the working of
Responsible Government by giving the Governor the right to such advice

required to be reserved was specified in the instructions.34 Clause 12 of
the instructions also specified that the bills reserved, and those assented

from members of the Government not directly responsible for the
consequences.... It could not conduce to strengthen a Ministry, and it

to by the governor, were to be forwarded to the Secretary of State

Provided that the non - official advisers referred to by Finniss were not

together with an explanation of the reasons for the proposals, the report
of the Attorney - General, and copies of proceedings with respect to the
bills in Parliament. Thus the position of the governor did not change
significantly except in its relation to the Executive Council. The nature
of this change would not be practically determined until responsible
government was implemented.

could not be fair to them to have their intentions liable to be thwarted by
non - official advisers, whose position could not be seriously affected by
any defeat in Parliament.33

members of Parliament, the appointment of these advisers to the
Executive Council would not be unconstitutional. The point missed by
Finniss is that the ministry, as well as the governor, could benefit from
the presence of such advisers. This would be more applicable to later
ministries, the members of which would not have had the experience in
government which members of the first ministry could claim. But the
alterations proposed were made with a long range view and had to allow
for all contingencies, especially in South Australia where the absence of
political parties and inexperience in parliamentary government were

Implementation
A meeting of the Executive Council was called on 24 October 1856 to
determine the course of action to be taken until the first meeting of

Parliament which, according to Section 4 of the Constitution Act,

Patent re- appointing MacDonnell in 1858 required that the Executive

1855 -6, had to take place within six months of the date of proclamation.
MacDonnell's first duty however was to select the first ministry. In this
respect he saw no reason to bypass members of the Executive Council
who were well acquainted with the procedures of government. But this

Council consist of members of the ministry, as specified in the
Constitution Act, 1855 -6, and `of such other persons as you [the
governor] shall from time to time, nominate and appoint to be

is hardly compatible with the remarks made in a private despatch to
Merivale, in which MacDonnell claimed that the unsettled conditions
in the colony were

hardly conducive to stability in government. However, the Letters

members'.
The main change was in the relationship between the governor and

... partly owing to the distrust entertained by the Community in general
toward the existing Government which as a Government has no

the Executive Council, though certain aspects of this relationship

supporters and does its duty in the Legislature feebly and inefficiently.35

remained unchanged. Where the governor had previously dictated the
policies and official members had been obliged to support them, with

Any other course of action would not have been advisable since the
present members provided an available and experienced group of
advisers who were more likely to provide some stability during the
transition. It was a convenient starting point, the result of which would
not be known for some time, though the intervening period would give

responsible government the roles were reversed. Not only was the
governor now obliged to act only in an advisory capacity, unable to
propose any measures, but he was also expected to refrain from voicing
his personal opinion on the policies proposed by the ministry. In other

other members the opportunity to become acquainted with new

words, in his political role the governor was limited to outlining the
measures proposed and summarising the achievements in his opening
and closing addresses to Parliament. Nonetheless, Section 28 allowed
the governor to

procedures.

MacDonnell was concerned about the ability of these
members to work together, and even about their willingness to work
1

hi
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with the governor. This was a reference to the reaction to MacDonnell's

administrative task was to allocate the government departments for
which the ministerial heads would be responsible. At a meeting of the
Executive Council on 28 October 1856 Finniss announced that the
ministry had already considered this problem and, with the governor's
approval, it was proposed that a distribution following the Sydney
model be adopted. The promptness with which these preliminary
measures were taken indicates a willingness on MacDonnell's part to
implement responsible government, and also shows the willingness of
the ministry to assume the responsibility of government. But mere
willingness to assume changed roles was not sufficient to ensure a
problem free transition.
MacDonnell's acceptance of his changed role is reflected in his
opening address to the Legislative Council on 11 November 1856, the
first meeting of the legislature under the new constitution. His reason

decision to appoint the Treasurer, R. R. Torrens, to the Executive
Council nearly twelve months earlier. MacDonnell had argued that
. The Executive Council should be as it were the Cabinet and the heads
of departments sitting in the house should resemble as much as possible
each answering the questions and conducting
the ministry in England
the business connected with his own department.36

Since his instructions specified that persons holding the offices of
Colonial Secretary, Advocate - General and Surveyor General should

be members of the Executive Council, MacDonnell's first step
following the elections of 1855 had been to substitute the Surveyor
General for the Collector of Customs as one of the official members in
the legislature. The next logical step had been to appoint the remaining
official member, the Treasurer, to the Executive Council, `so as to
render him one of the responsible advisers of the Governor'. Only the
Surveyor- General had agreed with MacDonnell's proposal although

for proroguing this session time and again until this late date was that he
felt
... how very inconvenient it might be to initiate measures on my own
responsibility, when, during discussion of those measures, the Royal
Assent might be received to a Bill authorizing the appointment of a
Government directly responsible to the country for the general

he, together with the Colonial Secretary and the Advocate - General, had

expressed doubts about the governor's power to increase the
membership of the Executive Council. However, MacDonnell was
acting well within his powers: while his instructions specified the

administration of public affairs.38

designations of those required to be members of the Executive Council,
the Letters Patent empowered him to appoint to the Council officials in

MacDonnell was convinced that it would be a wiser course of action,
and fairer to the colonists, to delay summoning the legislature until after
the proclamation of the Act. He reasoned that receipt of advice of the
approval while the legislature was in session would have meant deferral
of the proclamation until after the session had ended. This in turn would

addition to those specified, provided that the total number did not
exceed six. While Finniss did not object at the time to the inclusion of

Torrens, he resented the fact that MacDonnell sought advice from
persons other than himself: for on at least two occasions MacDonnell

found it necessary to reassure Finniss that his services to the
government were not

underrated.37
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evince anything but a favourable reaction from the colonists whose
patience had already been sorely tried by the delays in achieving
responsible government, and who, by this time, were aware of the fact

The Advocate General, on the

other hand, saw no reason to include the Treasurer and thought that the
governor should have been able to consult with the Treasurer if the need

that theirs was the only Australian colony to which responsible
government had not been granted. The alternative course of action

arose. He could not object to the appointment provided that the
governor was empowered to make additional appointments to the

would have been not to delay summoning the legislature and to have
proceeded with the business of government regardless of any other
considerations. This would not have been consistent with earlier actions
for MacDonnell had insisted that he would not act in a manner contrary
to the wishes of the colonists. MacDonnell also pointed out that to
delay giving effect to the new constitution

Council. What emerges from this is a distinct impression of resentment
of the powers held by the governor, and even jealousy of the positions
held by members in the Executive Council. This was hardly conducive
to co- operation either among members, or between members and the
governor, and would not provide the basis for a stable ministry when
responsible government was implemented.

after the various and protracted delays which had hitherto stood
between the country and its New Constitution, appear to me a policy
which nothing but the most cogent reasons could justify.39

Nonetheless, none of the members objected to MacDonnell's
proposal of offering them positions in the first ministry. The remaining

Id
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awareness of the current mood of the colonists and an appreciation of

Finniss claims that the action of the Treasurer restricted the courses of
action open to the government and, under the circumstances, he could
only `inform the Government of Victoria at once, that this Government
was prepared to ratify the pledge thus given'.
The first indication of MacDonnell's reaction came at a meeting of

the frustrations they had experienced, which were not altogether

the Executive Council on 7 February 1857. He insisted that it be

dissimilar from those he had experienced in St Vincent.

recorded

From this it cannot be said that MacDonnell was anxious to retain the
powers he had held as governor of a Crown colony; rather it shows an
awareness of the responsibilities pertaining to his position both before

and with the advent of responsible government. It also shows an

After briefly giving his reasons for the selection of the first
ministry, the governor went on to outline some of the measures the
government proposed to introduce in the session. But MacDonnell
went further. He proceeded to draw special attention to what he
considered to be an important issue, the extension of the railway from
Gawler to Kapunda and then to the River Murray at Blanchetown.
MacDonnell's argument in support of the railway could be interpreted
as an attempt to influence members of the legislature to pursue a policy
which he favoured. Finniss claimed that the offer of the post of Chief

Secretary was made conditional on his promise to undertake this
project, but there is no evidence to support this claim although
MacDonnell had tried to persuade the ministry to adopt this proposal.
While it is possible to excuse MacDonnell's enthusiasm for an
extension of the railway, his involvement in the postal communication
scheme between England and Australia led to a confrontation between
the governor and the ministry. The previous system had been disrupted
because of England's commitments to the Crimean War, but by mid

1856 a contract had been arranged by the imperial government to
establish a regular monthly postal service. The bill introduced in the
1856 session of the Legislative Council to give effect to South Austraia's
contribution to the service had been refused a second reading.40 Thus, at
the time the service had been scheduled to start in January 1857, South
Australia remained without provisions to contribute to the service. Nor

was there any possibility of introducing measures before Parliament
met in April 1857. On 30 January 1857 the Chief Secretary had been
advised that mail intended for transmission on the mail steamer Oneida
had been ordered by the Victorian government to be sent by the next
available vessel. This action was confirmed by the Treasurer who had
been in Melbourne at the time, but he pointed out that he had persuaded
the Victorian government to reverse its decision by pledging
. the Government to introduce a Bill to the Legislature to enable the
Government to contribute to the cost of the transmission of the mails.41

that such omission by the Ministry to notice the violent and
discourteous act of the Melbourne Government ... did not consist with his
views of what was due to the colony.42

Had MacDonnell limited his action to having his opinion recorded in
the minutes, he might have avoided a confrontation with the ministry.
But the governor insisted on protesting about the arrangement made by

the imperial government. In despatches to the Secretary of State,
MacDonnell drew attention to the unfairness of the arrangement to
South Australians, and complained about the refusal of the Victorian
government to forward South Australian mail on the Oneida.43. The
argument put forward by MacDonnell was reasonable: the problem

was that it was not his duty to have protested to the imperial
government without the sanction of the ministry. The dispute over the
postal system was not one in which imperial interests `would sustain

material prejudice'. Nor was it of such an urgent nature that the
governor was justified in taking action without the advice of the
ministry.
When informed of the contents of these despatches at a meeting of
the Executive Council on 25 May 1857, the ministry was angered by the
implied censure of their conduct. This led to a `very firm remonstrance'
in the form of a memorandum which was forwarded to the Secretary of
State. The purpose of the memorandum was to explain the reasons for

the course of action taken and to express concern about

... the inconvenience which they venture to believe must result from the

course pursued in this instance by His Excellency ... the policy of the
Ministry in reference to the matter is impugned, and a line of conduct
suggested
without the knowledge of His Excellency's responsible

...

advisers, whose policy it might contravene and whose position before the
Country it might seriously embarrass.4a

This suggests that members were extremely sensitive about and jealous

of their position both in relation to the governor and in relation to
Parliament. Finniss admits that they were not a homogeneous body,
and that their position was precarious as long as they remained under
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the shadow of nomineeism. They were anxious to disassociate
themselves from the previous administration and thus prove themselves

independent of the governor. Yet it was this determination that
contributed to the conflict with the governor. The confrontation served
the purpose of settling the relationship between the governor and the

ministry, and the way was paved for a relationship based on cooperation rather than on confrontation.
But there still remained problems to be resolved, among them the
alterations required to the governor's instructions. In the meantime
members were involved in the struggle over the privilege question in

Parliament. This struggle showed that members of Parliament,
excluding those comprising the ministry, were as determined to prove
their independence of the former official members as the latter had been
to prove their independence of the governor. Thus, it was inevitable that
the first ministry, suffering from lack of cohesion among its members
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For the governor the problem of adjustment was different from
that which confronted members of the legislature. The change in the
governor's role necessitated acceptance of a position in which he acted

only in an advisory capacity. The difficulty of this change was
aggravated by the determination of members of the first ministry to
prove their independence of the governor's influence. It was further
aggravated by the refusal of the ministry to make use of MacDonnell's
experience in colonial government.
Despite the fact that MacDonnell claimed that he had come as a
constitutional governor, he found it difficult not to intervene in certain
cases: but only in cases in which he felt that the interests of the colony
would be jeopardised. The first instance of intervention was in the
determination of the constitution to be adopted for South Australia.
Here he had proposed a form of government different from what the
colonists had been led to expect. According to D. H. Pike, the purpose

and from the shadow of nomineeism, would find difficulty in

of this proposal had been to make the colonists aware of the

commanding the support of the majority of members. Finniss' ministry
resigned on 10 August 1857 and the two succeeding ministries together
held office for little more than one month. The next ministry, headed by
Hanson, remained in office for nearly three years. Its success was partly
due to the fact that the problems of transition had been overcome, and

responsibilities entailed in the form of government which they were
anxious and indeed compelled to undertake. MacDonnell's proposal of
a simpler form of government had the effect of stirring the colonists
sufficiently to make them anxious to prove to their new governor that
they were fully aware of the implications of responsible government.
The second instance occurred during the course of debates on the
constitution bill and related to a proposal of imposing a restricted
franchise on all electors. MacDonnell had claimed that differentiation

partly due to Hanson's choice of the leaders of the main factions as
members of his ministry. It was not until this period that
.

.

.

under the strong Government then established the two Houses

proceeded to work out the various problems of legislation, of which notice
had been given from time to time.45

MacDonnell believed that the transition' had been made successfully
despite the problems entailed in the introduction of an entirely new

between electors would not meet with the approval of the colonists. The
alternative had been to propose the same franchise and leave it to the
conservative element to ensure protection of their interests by imposing
a franchise restricted by property qualifications for the upper house,

form of government. In his closing address to Parliament he

and allowing manhood suffrage for the lower house. There is no

congratulated `the Legislature and the people of this province on the
successful working of the principle of Responsible Government'.

evidence to suggest that MacDonnell used similar tactics to bring about
the electoral division for the upper house. It is reasonable to assume that

Conclusion

In South Australia the implementation of responsible government
marked the end of the struggle to achieve independence from the
governor and from the imperial government. But the transition was not
made without difficulty. The problems which arose were caused by the

determined struggle to achieve independence rather than by the
inability of the colonists to undertake parliamentary government.

his intervention here was prompted by a genuine concern for fair
representation for all colonists.
MacDonnell's intervention in the postal dispute was of a different
nature. He found himself in a position in which he was unable to act,
with a ministry unwilling to make the protest he felt was fully justified.
The only course open to him had been to use his position as governor to
make the Secretary of State aware of the injustice of the contract. But
even here he had not neglected to point out that the ministry had been
unable to act because South Australia had just implemented a different
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form of government. The resultant conflict led to a settlement of the
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differences between the governor and the first ministry and an

11.
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the ministry.
At the same time, the conflict did not serve to enhance the jealously
regarded position of the ministry in relation to Parliament. But Finniss
was unjust in blaming MacDonnell for the failure of the first ministry.
Its failure was caused as much by the conflict between members of the
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Crown colony. This ignores the fact that the governor's role changed

divorced himself completely from the business of government. Rather,
his willingness to assume the role of constitutional governor was shown
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The preponderance of English and Welsh, and the relatively small

Irish population are most significant in the formation of South
Australian society, and these facts may help to explain why the province

THE IRISH IN
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

did not develop traditions (such as the bushman tradition) similar to
those which were taking shape in the eastern communities. Until about
1847 the colony was the almost exclusive domain of working -class and
lower middle -class Englishmen; the small German population keeping

during the colony's first four decades

very much to themselves. The earliest pioneers were, with few
exceptions, English capitalists who acquired by land purchase the right
of nominating emigrants for free passages, and who chiefly selected
English labourers. The immigrants came from all parts of England, but
the majority were from the south, with Sussex and the Home Counties
predominating, and proportionally smaller numbers from Gloucester,

CHRISTOPHER NANCE*

Dorset and Wiltshire, and from the western counties of Devon and
Cornwall.2

The importance of the Irish influence in Eastern Australia has been well
documented by historians, and it has been shown that the Irish convicts

and free settlers had a profound influence on Australia's cultural and
political development during the nineteenth century. Irish influence on
South Australia is less easy to identify; the Irish did not collect together
into distinctive communities as did the Cornish and German settlers,

and their influence upon South Australia's cultural and social
development was seemingly slight.
Table A: ORIGINS OF THE PEOPLE (by percentage)
South Australia
Born in

1851

1861

The colony
England & Wales
Scotland

13

38

55

52

35

11

6

Ireland

15

Other British
possession
Germany

Other

9

Victoria

1871 1851

Western Australia'

1861

1871

1870

26.7

29.2

49.0

48.3

26

37.7

32.5

23.4

31.2

4

10.4

11.2

7.7

3.3

10

7

18.8

16.1

13.7

15.0

2

2

7

4

2

2

Few Irish emigrated to South Australia during the colony's first
decade, and it was not until the mid 1840s that significant numbers
began to make application for assisted passages. At first the numbers
were small, but by 1850 about 25 per cent of the assisted arrivals were
Irish. In the seven years 1844 -1850 a total of 18,761 immigrants received
free passages from the Land Fund, and of these 2,370 (i.e. 12.6 percent

were Irish.3 Table B shows the composition of the assisted British
immigrants to four Australian colonies, and it can be seen that about
one - quarter of the people granted assisted passages to South Australia
between 1840 and 1862 were Irish. It is interesting to note that during
the colony's first thirty -five years over 2,500 more women than men
emigrated to South Australia from Ireland, and that only about 14 per
cent of the Irish were children, whereas about 30 per cent of the Scottish
and English were children. This may have been due to the fact that there
were fewer Irish immigrating in family groups; instead many of the Irish
were young single people selected from workhouses and orphanages.

The smaller proportion of Irish in South Australia was due
primarily to the fact that the Emigration Board in London made a
deliberate effort to send as few as possible to the province. This policy

6.4

2.0

1.3

0.2

9.0

4.9

2.0

* Christopher Nance is a secondary school teacher and post - graduate student
at Flinders University.

was frequently repeated to assuage the fears of the colonists who
suspected that the province would be over -run with Irish refugees, and
in 1855 Herman Merivale, Secretary of the Board, replied again to the
charge that too many Irish were being selected:
As we were. aware that the original founders of the colony of South
Australia were English and Scotch ... we endeavoured to keep the
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formed for the purpose of raising money to assist distressed folk to
emigrate. The first shipload of 221 girls arrived in October 1848, but
within a few months public enthusiasm began to sour when it became

immigration of Irish as low as we could. So far, therefore, from having

disregarded the wishes of the inhabitants of South Australia in this
respect, we fear that we are rather open to the imputation of having
favoured them at the expense of the other Australian colonies.4

Moreover, in the earlier years the South Australian Company had made
little attempt to recruit Irish emigrants, and initially only one

emigration officer was appointed in Ireland as against thirteen in
England and four in Scotland.
In view of the longstanding antipathy between the English and the
Irish, it is of interest to point out that the two national groups seem to
have lived quite harmoniously in South Australia during these years.
That is not to say that their religious, political and economic differences

were forgotten or eliminated, for the debates over the Irish orphan
immigrants and over the correct proportioning of immigrants were to
show that traditional fears and suspicions lingered on. But at a public
level at least, there was no outward violent manifestation of the conflicts
which for so long had existed at home. Certainly the differences did not
produce political or economic complications in the province. Like the
English and Scottish settlers, they apparently lost many of the national
characteristics which may have distinguished them from the rest of the
populace. They also practiced their religion without noticeable restraint
or oppression and they joined with their fellow colonists in the struggle

for responsible government. The apparent harmony between the
various nationalities may have been due to the absence of any political
or religious repression, and it was probably assisted by the difficulty of

retaining close ties with a homeland fourteen thousand miles away.
Probably the main reason lies in the fact that the immigration of large
numbers of Irish to South Australia began at a time when the settlement

was rapidly extending outwards from Adelaide. This was a period of

expansion and so the new arrivals did not have time to form into
closely -knit communities in the way that the Germans had been able to

do, and by the 1860s the Irish were spread more or less uniformly
throughout the province.
The increase in the number of Irish may alone not have generated
any noticeable waves to disturb the harmony of the emerging society
had it not been for the arrival of shiploads of girl orphans from Ireland
in the late 1840s. The girls were welcomed at first, and such was the
demand for servants that the colonists clamoured for more girls to be
sent out.5 Moreover, there was considerable sympathy for Irish famine
victims, and in 1847 a British Destitution Relief Fund Committee was
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known that many girls left their employers or were dismissed after brief

intervals of service, and more than half of the indentured girls
Y

abandoned their situations. By late 1849 opposition to the immigration
of more orphans had snowballed and demands were being made for the

suspension of the project. Though some opposed the immigration
project on religious grounds, seeing in it a sinister Romish plot, it seems
that there were more practical reasons for wanting it stopped.
C. W. Parkin quotes several sources showing that the main objections
were that many of the girls were simply not suited to either farm work or

domestic service. Accusations of immorality and a lack of personal
hygiene were also quite common (and not without justification), and
numbers of orphans joined the already substantial community of
prostitutes in the city. The first wave of Irish orphans consisted of three
ships with 621 girls, and it ended with the arrival of the Elgin in late
1849. A second wave was to follow in the mid- 1850s. In 1852 Sir John

Pakington, Secretary of State for War and Colonies, sent to South
Australia a request that the colony should accept some more girls. In the

ensuing Legislative Council debate on the matter, members tended to
take sides according to their national origin, and the Register reported

that `All members who had Irish blood in their veins ... seemed to
consider it necessary to vindicate the honour of their fatherland.'6
The scheme was ultimately approved on condition that
proportionate numbers of English and Scottish be sent, that only small
numbers be sent in any one vessel, and that only girls with domestic
experience and of high moral character be selected.? Regretably these
conditions were not met, and the immigration of over 4,000 girls in
1854 -5 led to a protracted dispute between Governor MacDonnell and

the Emigration Board over the quantity and quality of the orphans.
Again many of the girls were found to be unsuitable, and once again the
colonists insisted that the program be halted. Only a few ships arrived in
Adelaide in 1856, and after that the scheme was ended.

It is also of relevance to note that the other Australian colonies
responded to the Irish orphan project in much the same way and about

the same time as South Australia.8 The orphan committees in
Melbourne and Sydney both found that the girls were of limited value
to employers and that they were, for a time, heavily dependent upon
relief. This would seem to suggest that the problems associated with the

70

THE IRISH IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

assimilation of such girls resulted very largely from their unsuitability
rather than from any uniquely inherent anti -Irish prejudice in South
Australia; for if New South Wales, with its higher Irish population,
greater experience in such projects and the female immigration centres
organised by Caroline Chisholm, could not adequately cope with the
problem then it is not surprising that South Australia could not either.

The case of the Irish orphans raised the broader and very
important issue of just who should be granted free passages to the
colony, and the debates on this show that the traditional rivalry between

the English, Scottish and Irish had not been forgotten. There was no
question of excluding any of the member nationalities of the British

Isles, but settlers began to express their opinions regarding the
apportioning of tickets and, naturally, each colonist insisted that his
own countrymen should be encouraged and assisted to emigrate. In

October 1848 the Governor, Henry Fox Young, describing the
contemporary mood of the colonists, stated that:
They would gladly receive emigrants from any country, provided they be
send without expense to the colony; but in respect to emigrants whose

passage money is to be drawn from the colony, they wish, as far as
circumstances will allow, that the emigration should not be confined
exclusively or disproportionately to any one portion of Great Britain.9

It was generally felt that free passages should be granted to the
English, Irish and Scottish in proportion to their respective national

populations. In 1841 the nationalities that composed the British
population were in the following proportions: English and Welsh 60 per

cent, Irish 30 per cent, Scottish 10 per cent. Thus the Orphan Board

(formed to oversee the welfare of all orphans brought to South
Australia) requested in October 1849 that Irish orphan emigration be
stopped until more children were sent from England so restoring the
above ratios,l° for since the orphan emigration program had
commenced in 1847 South Australia had received 1,666 girls of whom
621 (37 per cent) were Irish.
In order to promote the immigration to South Australia of more of

their countrymen, the provincial Irish community founded the
St Patrick's Society of South Australia, Major Thomas Shuldham
O'Halloran being the first president. The Society could number many

leading officials and respectable pioneers amongst its members,
including Robert Torrens, George Kingston, Captain Bagot and
William Oldham. Established in June 1849, the St Patrick's Society
promptly requested that more Irish should be granted free passages and
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that Irish emigrants should be saved unnecessary delay and discomfort
by being permitted to sail direct from Irish ports. It was suggested that
Irishmen were being rejected for free tickets simply on the grounds of

nationality, and the Society stoutly defended the reputation of its
compatriots and insisted that the members of the Irish community were,

`as orderly, industrious and thrifty as their brethren in England and
Scotland, and make equally good colonists."
The requests for an increase in the proportion of Irish fell on deaf
ears. The Secretary of State for the Colonies referred the repeated
requests to the Land and Emigration Board who responded by saying
that there were few applicants for South Australia from Ireland and
that most applications came from those localities in England which had
sent out emigrants in previous years. The Board also refused to modify
the rule which required all emigrants to travel to Portsmouth first. After
1855 the proportion of Irish immigrants steadily dwindled, and during
the 1860s only a few hundred arrived each year.
It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that the Irish probably had the
lowest social rating in the colony during these years and many English

and Scottish settlers certainly were contemptuous of the Irish whose
`law class' attitude and behaviour were thought to retard the quest for a
superior colonial society. However, in making such an assessment one
cannot be dogmatic for some of the original planners were Irish, and
some of the Irish pioneers such as T. S. O'Halloran were held in high
esteem and achieved positions of eminence.
Prejudice on the part of the predominantly English Protestant
colonists was inextricably linked with the traditional suspicion of the
Catholic church. Fears of Catholic subversion were freely expressed
when the number of Irish increased in the late 1840s and early 1850s,
one Anglican clergyman even suggesting that it was planned
(presumably by the Catholic hierarchy) that the orphan girls should
marry Protestant men, so multiplying the Church of Rome. In marked
contrast to the almost universal praise accorded the German settlers,
the Irish labourers were invariably described as being ignorant, lazy and

dirty. Some farmers would refuse to employ Irish labour even if no
other was available, and it was reported that a disproportionately large
number of Irish were dependent upon the grants of the Destitute Board
during the 1850s and 1860s.
Being interested in the people around them, most early writers
made passing comments about the fellow colonists theymet in their day
to day lives. Those writers who did venture to record their impressions
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of the Irish settlers were invariably critical and often scornful. John

73

CHRISTOPHER NANCE

Table B: NATIONALITIES OF ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS 1840 -6216

Hogarth, a Scot, wrote that `the most respectable and steady were from

Scotland. The Irish were mostly low rough characters.'12 Henry
Davidson described them as `idle and of dissolute habits.'13 Another
reported that his Irish servants were unhygienic and lacking in training:
`... these interesting candidates for servants for respectable families are
the fair daughters of Erin ... whose education, in culinary pursuits, is

very often limited to the art of contriving to spoil a potatoe in the
boiling; but in other respects their talents are quite undeveloped.14

S.A.

N.S.W.

Victoria

W.A.

Males
Females

32633
35831

52822
56142

33333
57770

2034
2892

English & Welsh

42395
62%

55957
51%

40455
44%

2336
47%

7238
11%

12014
11%

23426
26%

177
3%

16568
24%

40779
37%

27222
30%

1993
40%

2263

214

Scottish

Other writers make observations of a similar nature, but there were few
apologists for the Irish. The St Patrick's Society repeatedly asserted the
worth of their country men, and they defended the Irishman's rights to
equal treatment. The evidence is not definitive, but the frequency and
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nature of the anti -Irish sentiments are unmistakable. Certainly the
English regarded the Irish as being socially inferior. Regretably there
are few extant records left by the Irish settlers of those years, and from
the few that have been preserved by the South Australian Archives it is
not really possible to ascertain the Irish point of view. As an interesting
concomitant, records left by the Scottish immigrants suggest that many
brought with them their traditional suspicion and contempt for both the
Sassenachs and the Irish.
The debate over the nationality of the immigrants really showed

that traditional rivalry and animosity had not been forgotten. The
English were clearly reluctant to lose their dominance by a flood of
Irish, and the Irish felt that they were as much entitled to a place in the
province as anybody else. The issue was an emotional one too, so it is
not surprising that claims and counter - claims by the respective groups
were not always rational and not always free of invective and name calling. Still, it was perhaps significant for the South Australian social
experiment that the issue became no more than a battle of words and
statistics.
One of the first acts passed by the colony's fledgling legislature in
1857 was designed to eliminate dissention within the community by

ensuring that the nationalities of the assisted emigrants were in
proportion to the existing national groups that comprised the United
Kingdom.15 Thereafter the Emigration Agents in England were strictly
charged with the task of ensuring that, at the end of each year, the
number of English, Irish and Scottish assisted emigrants that had been
despatched were in the same ratio as their respective national groups as
revealed by the most recent British census.
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The young student, or the not -so -young specialist, is likely to acquire
distorted views, of South Australian history. South Australia was not
merely a Paradise of Dissent, nor was it a Persian Garden. The jugglings

of the South Australian Company and the British government, the
abilities of governors, the greed of land speculators, the hardihood of
the Far Northern pastoralists, the cupidity for mineral wealth of the
`nobs' and `snobs' and the cupidity of the wheat farmers of the 1870s
all these are part of our history. Perhaps they are the more politically
important, and academically respectable, part.
But behind the dust from eroded lands
and from political and
financial commotions
there is always Edward Gibbon Wakefield's
ideal of colonization. That ideal led to South Australia men of energy
and vision, men of some education and taste, whose works show them
to have had an unusual capability for appreciating practical problems
and aesthetic possibilities. Many such men were involved in the making
of wine.
The beginnings of viticulture and wine - making in South Australia
are not easy to trace. Definite evidence is scarce and conflicting, and
many secondary sources seem to perpetuate earlier mistakes.
From the sources I have so far been able to investigate it seems that

Johannes Menge can claim to be the first person to have any
connections with viticulture in South Australia. Menge, who was
* Valmai A. Hankel, B.A., A.L.A.A., is the Senior Reference Librarian, State
Library of South Australia.

John Barton Hack's property at Echunga Springs. (From South Australia, visited in 1842, by one who
lived there nearly four years. London, 1843).

appointed Mine and Quarry Agent and Geologist to the South
Australian Company in July 1836, is believed to have arrived in South
Australia in the Coromandel in January 1837.' In a letter to
G. F. Angas written from Kangaroo Island in the same month Menge
says about the Island that `this rock produces an excellent soil on the

surface for the cultivation of vines and fruits of every kind... '2 The
Directors of the South Australian Company echoed Menge's optimism
in their second Report: `it is generally known that the soil of Kangaroo
Island, so far as hitherto explored, is greatly inferior to that of the Main

Land, though considered adapted for vineyards'.3 History has not
proved this prophecy correct, but Menge's other prediction was far
more accurate

that New Silesia was also suitable for the culture of the

vine. New Silesia was the fertile area Colonel Light renamed the
Barossa Valley.

In -April 1837 the South Australian arrived in the infant colony
with two German vine dressers on board, `under the charge of Dr
Drescher, who understands both the German and English languages ...
these men are practically acquainted with the cultivation of the vine
... for which object . .. they were especially selected, and have taken out
a supply of vine cuttings'.4 What happened to these vine cuttings seems

to be unknown.
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We do know that in 1837 John Barton Hack planted vines brought
from Launceston on his North Adelaide property, Chichester Gardens.
The vineyard was destroyed by 1840 as a result of the land boom, and
Hack acquired land at Echunga. In 1838 George Stevenson also planted
vines at North Adelaide. These very early vines were probably mostly
table
and not wine
grapes. But at the 1844 South Australian
Agricultural and Horticultural Show Stevenson won the wine -grape
prize. His grape varieties included shiraz, cabernet sauvignon, verdelho
(madeira) and carignan, and the Adelaide Observer, in its report of the
Show, commented that the grapes `have proved that beyond a doubt
ours will become not only a vine - growing but also a wine - exporting
colony'.5 In the 1847 Royal South Australian Almanack Stevenson's
collection of vines was described as `the most extensive in the colony

comprising the whole of the varieties from the Botanic Garden at
Sydney, and numerous others from the chief wine countries'.6
Stevenson was anxious to encourage horticulture in the young colony,
and his lectures on the subject, which included the culture of the vine,
appeared in the South Australian Register and the Southern Australian
as early as 1839, and later in the Royal South Australian Almanack.
The contributions to viticulture and wine - making made by John
Reynell and Richard Hamilton are obscured by claims, counter- claims
and contradictory detail. Both Reynella and Hamilton's have issued
publicity material claiming to be the `first' in South Australia. Who was

the first to grow grapes for wine, to make wine to accompany the
domestic parrot -pie and pumpkin, and to make wine for sale, is not
definitely known. We know that Richard Hamilton arrived in South
Australia in October 1837 and acquired the official title to his land in
June 1838. Secondary sources, including recent publications, claim that
by 1840 he had five acres under vines. But Papers relative to South

Australia, presented to the Parliament of Great Britain, contain
detailed official statistics of the colony to the end of 1840: the details of
Hamilton's property include no mention of vines, although there was
one acre categorized as `garden'.? Even if the garden contained some
vines it can not be the five -acre vineyard claimed by later writers for
Hamilton.
John Reynell did not arrive in South Australia until October 1838.

The Reynell papers in the South Australian Archives contain John
Reynell's diary, in which he states that he planted vine cuttings, from
Tasmania, late in 1838.8 John Reynell's grand - daughter, Lenore,
records that the first wine was made in 1842, and that the first vineyard
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proper was planted in 1844.9 Papers relative to South Australia does not
mention any vines in the holdings of Reynella Farm, although there are
two acres of garden.")
It is likely that the earliest viticultural efforts of both Hamilton and
Reynell produced small quantities of wines for family use, if and when
experiments were successful. The substantiating evidence is minute, and

the large amount of conjecture, from the 1860s until today, has bred
baseless theories and increased inaccuracies.))
Among other notable early vineyards were those of A. H. Davis of
Moore Farm at the Reedbeds, who is believed to have planted between
31/2 and 5 acres of vines in 1839 or 1840; Dr Rawson Penfold's Grange
Vineyard (1844 and still in existence); G. Anstey's Highercombe (1845);
J. Gramp's Jacob's Creek (1847) and those of that neglected pioneer of
South Australian winemaking, Walter Duffield.

From the mid 1840s vineyards proliferated over the Adelaide
plains and hills, the Southern Vales and the Barossa Valley, and the
1847 Almanack commented that `within the last 2 or 3 years many

gentlemen have commenced both gardens and vineyards at their
residences in almost every part of the province'.12

It is significant that one of the earliest summaries of South
Australia's viticultural activities mentions neither Reynell nor
Hamilton. This is the article `Horticulture in South Australia', possibly
by John Stephens, in the Royal South Australian Almanack for 1847.13
Nor does this article mention another important development in
South Australian viticulture
the formation in October 1840 of the
Vine Association to raise subscriptions to import cuttings from South
Africa. Among subscribers were Charles Sturt, George Stevenson, F.
H. Dutton, G. H. Kingston and the Colonial Botanist, J. Bailey, who

had brought cuttings from England in 1839. Suggestions that the
Association look to New South Wales and the collections of James
Busby or the Macarthurs were scoffed at, although these two collections

were to be important sources of South Australian vines. Subscribers
had hoped that the 57,000 cuttings would arrive in winter, but they did
not arrive until October, which is not the most suitable time of the year
to plant vines in South Australia. To guard against the great risk of
them being lost altogether, the cuttings were placed in the Botanical
Garden and not sold to the subscribers until 1842.14
George McEwin's The South Australian Vigneron and Gardeners'
Manual, which appeared in 1843, only seven years after the founding of

the Colony in an unknown climate and on unknown soils, was South
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believe, the soundest claim to be remembered as South Australia's first

wine -maker on a large scale. Certainly an item in the Register in
January 1844 says `about 250 gallons of wine, have, we understand,
been made at Mount Barker, this season, of the lateral shoots of the
vine, and from what we hear, the experiment is likely to answer
admirably. Several persons have tasted the wine and pronounced it very
good. The cost of making it has been about 1/ - a gallon'.17 This was
almost certainly from Duffield's vineyards at Echunga.

The 1847 Almanack reinforces Duffield's claim for recognition
when it says of the Echunga vineyard that it is `of considerable extent,
and has been the first from which wine has been manufactured. The
quality is similar to the light Rhenish wines, and is very sound'.18

Apparently the judges of wine (Messrs J. Brown, J. Morphett and
Walter Duffield, has the soundest claim to be
remembered as South Australia's first wine
maker on a large scale.

Australia's first book of practical advice to would -be vignerons.
Twenty -eight year old McEwin, gardener and nurseryman to George
Stevenson, to whom the State Library's copy is inscribed, was very
much the practical and opinionated gardener; but although some of his
advice about the spacing and manuring of vines was more hopeful than
helpful, his book, together with the writings of James Busby, William
Macarthur and later, Alexander Kelly and others, must have helped our

early vinegrowers to hack a clearing through a forest of English
ignorance. From his brief but intensive experience McEwin wrote in his
preface `works
published at home are totally inapplicable to this
Colony in their general practice, and are calculated to mislead if acted

...

upon; the present work has

.

.

.

been undertaken with the view of

obviating this evil'.15 Later South Australian almanacks, in their advice
to vignerons, quoted extensively from McEwin's book.
McEwin realized he could make mistakes. In the second edition of

his book, published in 1871, he amends the distances he had earlier
recommended for planting vines. Ebenezer Ward, visitingthe McEwin
property, Glen Ewin, in 1862, `found the vines growing so luxuriantly as

to be almost impenetrable ... the vines are ... planted too closely .
This Mr McEwin admits. . . . '16
Walter Duffield's association with viticulture and wine making in
. .

South Australia began in 1839 when he occupied the 700 acres of garden

and vineyard at Echunga, started by J. B. Hack in 1837. He has, I

E. Trimmer) at the Great Annual Show of Grains and Fruits of Colonial
Growth, held in Adelaide in February 1846, agreed about the quality of
Duffield's white wine, because he `won the prize of ten guineas for the
best cask of not less than five gallons of wine, the produce of season
1845'.19

In February 1845 Walter Duffield could be said to have begun the
export trade of South Australian wines to England, for he forwarded a
case of wine to Queen Victoria. This gift predated the first commercial
shipment of Australian wine to England by nine years. Duffield's letter
of 5 February to Lord Stanley, Secretary of State for the Colonies, is
worth quoting in full:
My Lord,

The Queen's Loyal Subjects in South Australia believe, and I am
assured, truly believe, that Her Majesty takes a lively interest in the
progress of one of the youngest of her Colonial possessions, and that any
new testimony of its capabilities or prosperity would be acceptable.

In this feeling I would take the liberty to state, humbly and with all
respect and duty that I have begun the culture of the grape on an extensive
scale, with every prospect of adding Wine to the list of South Australian
productions.
Last Season, I made a small quantity at Echunga, in the Mount Barker
District, and thinking that Her Majesty might graciously condescend to
taste the first produce of this Country, I have forwarded a case of Wine by

the `Jane', and now respectfully solicit your Lordship to obtain Her

Majesty's consent to confer upon me the high honor of accepting it.
The case has been sent to the care of Messrs Hagen & Son, London,
whom I have desired to take your Lordship's orders in reference to its
further destination.
I have the honour to be [etc.]20
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This important event, which stressed the Colonial attitude of
subserviency and the marked economic patriotism evident in so much
early South Australian writing, attracted considerable attention from
the local press of the time. The Register and the Southern Australian

made frequent reports on developments. In March the Southern
Australian, calling the wine ` Echunga hock', speculated that `it is
impossible, of course, to predict, with any certainty, what
acknowledgement Her Majesty may make for these literally first fruits
of our vineyards'.21
Lord Stanley's letter of 10 July 1845 to Queen Victoria is a model of
diplomacy:
Lord Stanley, with his humble duty, submits to your Majesty a despatch
just received from the Governor of South Australia, enclosing the letter
of a settler in the province, Mr Walter Duffield, who is anxious to be
allowed the honour of offering for your Majesty's acceptance a case of
the first wine which has been made in the colony.
Lord Stanley will not venture to answer for the quality of the vintage;
but as the wine has been sent over with a loyal and dutiful feeling, and the
importer, as well as the colonists in general, might feel hurt by a refusal of
his humble offering, he ventures to hope that he may be permitted to
signify, through the Governor, your Majesty's gracious acceptance of the
first sample of a manufacture which, if successful, may add greatly to the
resources of this young but now thriving colony.
The above is humbly submitted by your Majesty's most dutiful Servant
and Subject,
Stanley.22

Perhaps her very imperial Majesty either failed to taste the wine (it

is amusing to conjecture which if any of the Royal Household
appreciated at least its alcoholic content), or thought it unworthy of
comparison with the true Hanoverian whites, since her reaction to it
seems to be unknown. Both the Register and the Gazette and Colonial
Register of 21 February 1846 report the Queen's receipt of the wine,
and the Archives has a letter from the Colonial Secretary,
A. M. Mundy, to Walter Duffield, dated 18 February 1846:
Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor has received a despatch from the Right Honble the Secretary of

State informing him that Her Majesty had been graciously pleased to
accept the case of Echunga Wine forwarded by you in February last for
Her Majesty's acceptance, and also to express great interest in this new
branch of South Australian produce; upon the importer of which Prince

Albert bestowed a medal at the Society of Arts, Manufactures and
Commerce.
I have [etc.]23
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Half a world away from the pomp of Buckingham Palace and the
tartan glories of Balmoral, the Gazette and Colonial Register reports
with some surprise:
The Magistrates at Mount Barker, it appears, fined Mr Duffield £10 for
selling the same wine without a license, and the Governor refuses, as our
readers will see, to remit that fine, which, considering the circumstances,
might have been done without any great violence to the revenue laws 24

The generous, or optimistic, Duffield appealed to Colonial Law,
but a letter from Mundy, the Colonial Secretary, to Duffield, dated 17

February 1846 and published in the Gazette and Colonial Register
informs him that `his Excellency sees no just ground for interfering with
the decision of the convicting magistrates'.25
By 1862, when Ebenezer Ward's series of sketches, The Vineyards

and Orchards of South Australia. First series, was published in book
form,26 Walter Duffield, now M.P., was at Para -Inga, near Gawler,
where vineyards had been planted since about 1855. Ward makes no
mention of Duffield's achievements at Echunga.
Ebenezer Ward visited nearly fifty South Australian vineyards and
orchards, wrote a series of descriptive articles for the South Australian
Advertiser and the Weekly Chronicle, and published them as a book.
Some existing vineyards were omitted, and the second series, implied in

the title, must have been planned to include them. It did not appear.
Ward's book makes fascinating reading and is full of valuable, if
not always entirely accurate, information. Writing only twenty -six
years after the arrival of the first settlers, Ward was able to describe
large, carefully planned estates which were well- designed and built of
enduring stone in one case the `lower apartments' had been excavated
from the foundation rock in grounds well laid out and planted with
every tree, 'shrub and flower likely to give enjoyment. We read of unnamed plants from seeds brought south by John McDouall Stuart, fruit
trees including an apple called the Yellow Wesleyan, and nicknamed the
Bilious Methodist, egg - plants, and the Queensland Bunya -bunya pine.
Most important in this recital of irrigation projects, lucerne flats,
stables furnished with polished native woods, and huge plant nurseries,
are the lists of grape varieties planted. Ward usually describes the soil,
the methods of planting, the subsequent training (standard and staked

vines were giving way to the new trellises), and the quantitative and
qualitative yields.
His descriptions of wine - making methods are both interesting and
revealing. South Australia's very new antipodean gentry were already
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arguing the merits of squeezing or treading grapes as against crushing
the berries
they were aware that broken grape seeds produced
undesirable taints in wines. John Wrathall Bull had invented an
improved crusher, capable of dealing with a ton of grapes in an hour, at
Glen Osmond Villa.

It appears probable that the home and export demand for South

The winemakers were aware of the necessity for the greatest

eagerness of our pioneers to experiment, and to learn the principles of
an occupation which was completely foreign to most of them, coming as
they did from a country with almost no history of wine - making.
Their ingenuity and enterprise was the basis for South Australia's
position today as the country's leading wine producing state.

possible cleanliness. They used lime on their floors and lit sulphur in
their hogsheads. They knew that ullage must be dealt with promptly if
wines were to remain sound; at Evandale, near Keyneton, Henry Evans
used an apparatus that enabled a fermenting cask to be closed, a tube
carrying off the carbon dioxide and discharging it into water, so that air
was excluded. This seems to be a pioneer approach to fermentation
under gas.
Ebenezer Ward considers Evandale possibly possessed the best
vineyards and made the best wines in the colony, if not in Australia.
Unfortunately, after the death of Henry Evans in 1868, his teetotal
widow grafted currants onto the wine vines, and Evandale ceased to
make wines, producing instead dried fruits.

Australian wines will for some time be far in excess of our power of
production'.29
That South Australian viticulture and wine - making had advanced
so far in only twenty -five years is a tribute to the incredible ability and
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THE SOCIETY'S ACTIVITIES, 1978

During 1978 the Society followed its convention of holding meetings on
the first Friday of each month from February to November. Meetings
were held in the State Library Lecture Theatre, except in February (held
at Murray Park College of Advanced Education), in November (held at
Glenside Hospital, Eastwood), and part of the July seminar (held at the
University of Adelaide). Speakers and subjects were:

February 3 Miss V. A. Hankel: "Oenotypophily
Wine Books and Wine Labels"

South Australian

March 3 Mr. S. MacDonald: "Across Australia by Car, 1923
Captain S. A. White's Lantern Slides"
April 7

Mr. R. M. Gibbs: "The Real Poseidon: South Australians and
the Golden Mile in the 1890s"
May 5 Film Evening
historic films relating to South Australia.

June 2 Dr. J. C. Radcliffe: "From Horse Trams Onwards
Centenary of Adelaide's Public Transport"

... A

"The Study and Writing of Local History" A Seminar led
by Professor Weston Bate
August 4 A Scottish Evening addresses by Mr. R. A. Layton and
Professor Eric Richards relating to Scots in South Australia.
September 1 Miss A. M. Dolling: "Patterns of Pioneering" with
particular reference to the evolution of Marion.
October 6 Mr. Bill Gammage: "Australia's Boundaries"
July 7 -8
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November 3 A tour of Glenside Hospital's colonial buildings, and an
address by Mrs. V. Lillington: "The Footfall on the Bridge
Lunacy in South Australia 1836- 1856 ".

Some meetings provided an additional feature. The February
meeting included a tour of Murray House, Sir George Murray's former

home, while the June meeting, coinciding with the centenary of
Adelaide's public transport, was followed by a ride in a "drop- centre"
tram to Glenelg and supper at the tramways depot in Angas Street. The
Society is very grateful to Murray Park College of Advanced Education
and to the State Transport Authority for their help and hospitality on
these occasions. It is similarly grateful to those who kindly prepared
appropriate fare for supper following the Scottish evening in August,
and to the Glenside Historical Society and the administration of that
Hospital for their pleasant hospitality at the November meeting. The
Society's Council is concerned that members attending normal meetings
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Society acknowledges with thanks. During the year deputations from
the Society were received by the Minister of Education and the Premier,
and the Society was able to discuss matters relating to government
support to the Society, historical museums, a possible headquarters for
the Society, and plans for the State's sesqui- centenary celebrations.

The Council is delighted that Sir Walter Crocker, Lieutenant
Governor of South Australia, has kindly accepted the position of
Patron of the Society. A distinguished South Australian, who feels
deeply about the State's history, Sir Walter has been a strong supporter
of the Society we are honoured that he has agreed to serve as Patron.
The Council is also indebted to others who have served it well. Mrs.
Elizabeth Ho is retiring from the Council after very valuable service as

Secretary and Councillor. Mr. Rob Muir has continued a most
important role in helping in the production of the Journal, a service
which he has carried out with efficiency and skill and which has saved

of the Society have been inconvenienced by parking problems in

the Society some of the heavy expense normally associated with such a

Adelaide on Friday nights, and has the situation under review.
The highlight of the year's program was the Seminar held in July
on the subject The Study and Writing of Local History. The State

publication. Miss Kath O'Doherty has undertaken the duties of

Library Lecture Theatre was filled for the Friday evening session, which

was addressed by Professor Weston Bate, Professor of Australian
Studies at Deakin University, Victoria. The Seminar continued during
Saturday morning and afternoon, and was well attended. The Society
extends its thanks to the Department of Continuing Education at the

University of Adelaide for its help in acting as co- sponsor of the
Seminar, and to the Literature Board of the Australia Council for
making it possible for Professor Bate to attend.

Treasurer very ably during this year, at a time when the Society was
pressed to find someone to do the task. Others have helped in different
ways to enrich the work of the Society to them all we are grateful.
Perhaps it is appropriate now for the Society, after five years, to
examine what it has achieved and where it is going. The Society's
membership has grown to more than four hundred and continues to
increase. A number of important steps have been taken to improve its
affairs. Meetings continue to be well served by those who address them,
and attract a considerable audience. The Society has been able to help in

at least a small degree in the development of other local historical

Excursions were organized during the year to Port Pirie (April 2830), Kensington and Norwood (June 18), and Martindale Hall (August
12). These proved popular, and further excursions have been planned
for 1979. The two -day Port Pirie excursion was the first of such length

societies. Some major issues remain, however. Reference has already
been made to the immediate problem of the meeting night and the place
of meeting. Then there are the questions of publications, finance and

that the Society has held. The success of .it has encouraged the

consideration of these things can absorb all the available energies of the
Council and membership of the Society. What time and talent remains,

consideration of other longer excursions. The Society is very grateful to

Alderman W. J. Thomas of Port Pirie for his help and leadership.
The Council has met regularly throughout the year and has always
had a full agenda. Although the question of rising costs has had to be
faced continually, the Council decided to publish two issues of the
Journal for 1978. This could not have been done without the support of
grants from the State and Commonwealth Governments, which the

excursions, all demanding a great deal of time and effort. The
in a Society like ours, to deal with those other issues which are now
pressing more heavily, such as the destruction of historic buildings and
sites, the decay of written and other kinds of records, the neglect of
historic artefacts and the loss of the oral tradition of a community?
Heritage is fragile, but societies can be strong and durable. Our own
Society must be able to recognize and act on all of these points.
R. M. GIBBS
President
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