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As an island continent, ships have played a particularly important part in
the discovery and subsequent development of our nation.
The present pattern of settlement in Australia is, in large measure, due to
our maritime history, and a large proportion of the populace now live around
bays and harbours which were originally chosen because they offered safe
anchorage to sailing ships. However, between these safe harbours were many
hundreds of miles of treacherous coastline which were a constant threat to
those who ventured to sea. In far too many cases the threat proved to be all

too real and vessels never reached their destinations. These same vessels
became 'time capsules' and now present us with a unique opportunity to
learn more about the past.
Wreck sites now present the modern historian with a tangible link to the
past. Interestingly enough this applies even to those vessels which were not
considered especially significant when they were afloat. In such cases there
may be very little surviving documentation and so the wreck itself may provide

the only clue to the vessel's own history. The sea can, of course, be a
destructive force and can sweep away both crew and contents. Yet until
recent years the sea has also afforded protection against the interference of
man. Once on the seabed and covered with sand it may be impossible for a
wreck to be located. And if found, then it may provide a major challenge to
the maritime archaeologist wishing to do survey and recovery work.
The Society for Underwater Historical Research (S.U.H.R.) has undertaken

a research programme entailing the location, identification, inspection,
surveying and documentation of several wrecks along our coastline. Little
excavation work has been done as yet, and the recovery of objects from the

sea has only been undertaken after adequate storage and conservation
facilities have been established, for items long immersed rapidly deteriorate
when exposed to the drying effect of air.
In the following pages, four of the larger ships wrecked on our coast will
be described.
Peter Christopher is the President of the Society for Underwater Historical Research.
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The 'Grecian'
This 518 ton, three masted, wooden barque was blown ashore and wrecked

at the entrance to the Port River on 13 October, 1850. She was carrying
a general cargo, a crew of 25 and 17 passengers. One life was lost.
The destruction of the vessel was reported in the Register, 15 October, 1850:
Loss of the Barque Grecian. It is our painful duty to announce the disastrous
intelligence of the stranding and probable total wreck of the fine barque, of
518 tonnes, abovenamed, and late so ably and successfully commanded by
Captain Hyde. The Grecian sailed from the Downs on the 15th June, and having
arrived in our waters anchored outside the Lightship on Sunday afternoon about
5 o'clock. It was blowing with terrific force from the south west at the time, and
although, as we are told, Captain Hyde had two anchors out, one of 70 cwt. and
the other of 90 cwt., they both dragged until the ship was driven up to the bar
and grounded. Gradually she heeled over and came down on her broadside, so

-

that at four o'clock on the following morning (yesterday) the starboard

gunwhale was under water and the sea breaking over the ship. There was now no
alternative but to take to the boats, and with one exception, all the passengers
and crew got clear of the ship. The lamented exception is a Mr. Leslie, who, is
supposed, went below and could not get up in time to join those who effected
their escapes in the boats. As nothing was seen of him it is barely possible that

he may have escaped but it is feared not. The steam tug went down to the
wreck yesterday morning with Captain Lipson and several hands and our shipping
reporter accompanied them. They found the ill-fated ship on her beams end with
her masts in the water.
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The 'Star of Greece'. Ran aground at Port Willunga, 1888.

Part of the cargo and ship's fittings were salvaged and auctioned shortly
after the mishap. By 1872 the wreck had shifted into the fairway of the
Port channel and threatened to become a navigational hazard. A diver was

'Star of Greece'. Although only aged twenty-nine he was known to be both an
experienced and capable seaman.

commissioned to remove the wreckage and this was achieved by slinging it
beneath a barge and shifting it further ashore. A quantity of brass, copper
and pig iron was salvaged at this time.
The 'Grecian' remained virtually undisturbed until the 1960's when the
site was relocated by sports divers. Since that time the wreck had weathered
the onslaught of souvenir hunters reasonably well. However, in recent months,

darkness, with winds blowing from the north -west. The barometer continued

the site has attracted another type of diver and the wreckage has been
considerably disturbed.

The 'Star of Greece'
The 'Star of Greece' was a three masted, full rigged, steel - hulled ship of
1227 tonnes. She was the pride of the Red Star Line owned by Cony & Co.
of Belfast, and held the London - Calcutta- London record. This ship left
London on 17 March, 1888, bound for Adelaide. The vessel had on board
one of the 22 ton guns together with fittings for the Glenelg battery. She had
a fine voyage and arrived on 11 June, 86 days out from London.

At approximately 7 p.m. on 12 July, 1888, she left the anchorage at
Port Adelaide bound for her home port, Belfast. She was laden with a cargo

of wheat, some 16,002 bags (about 1840 tons). Her Captain, a young
Scotsman named Russel Harrower, was making his maiden voyage with the

The 'Star of Greece' proceeded down St. Vincent's Gulf under cover of

falling and the winds swung around to the west. Thunder and lightning
heralded a serious storm and heavy seas developed. The vessel hove -to so as
to delay her arrival at Backstairs Passage until daylight. For several hours
she rode out the storm, with conditions deteriorating. The wind now shifted
round to the south and reached full gale force. She continued her voyage

down the Gulf and about 2.30 a.m. a cry of 'breakers' brought Captain
Harrower to the helm. On seeing the gravity of the situation he ordered the

anchor let go. This failed to hold and at 3.00 a.m. 'Star of Greece' ran
aground at Port Willunga.
The mountainous seas immediately began hounding the stricken ship. Her
decks were awash, rigging broke and lashed the ship from stem to stern. The
crew sought to escape the merciless seas by climbing aloft into the rigging.
By this time the people of Port Willunga began to gather on the beach. They
were helpless to aid the stricken sailors and could only watch in horror as
they tried in vain to swim through the raging seas. Although only 200 metres
from shore only 10 out of the 28 crew reached the safety of the beach. As

daylight broke over the wreck of the 'Star of Greece' the horror of the
disaster was realised; mutilated bodies, mixed with debris, littered the beach.
Today, the wreck site consists mainly of ribs and spars. Quite a number of

ship's fittings are strewn amongst the wreckage and many more still remain
covered by sand. A signal cannon from the wreck was found approximately
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ten years ago by divers. A brass plate bearing the words 'Star of Greece' was
recovered from the steering mechanism by members of S.U.H.R. during a
survey of the wreck in 1978.

The 'Loch Vennachar'
The loss of this beautiful clipper was a major disaster, and it has been
classed as one of Australia's greatest sea mysteries. Many people have

searched for the remains but it was three members of S.U.H.R. that
located it in February of 1976. The location was kept secret so that an
accurate survey could first be carried out.
The 'Loch Vennachar' was one of the fastest and finest of the Loch Line
sailing between Britain and Australia. She was a three masted iron barque and
her details are as follows:
Builders
J. & G. Thompson, Glasgow, 1875.
Construction
Iron, 1552 Gross Tons.
Length
250 feet.
Beam
38 feet.
Draught
22 feet.
Owners
Glasgow Shipping Company.
She was launched in August, 1875, and became well known as a reliable
ship with consistently good passages between London and Melbourne at an
average of 86 days. Between 1875 and 1892 were her most successful years,

and she was then under the command of Captain Bennett. After this her
popularity with crew members suffered a decline due to the belief that there

was a jinx on board. This came about through a series of mishaps. The
first of these occurred in June, 1892, when she was sailing to Melbourne. She

was dismasted during a cyclone in the Southern Indian Ocean and the
Melbourne Argus later published an account of the near total disaster. This
story stated that she was facing heavy head seas driven by a north east gale,
and that the Captain ordered his men off the rigging knowing full well he
would lose his sails. Two giant waves bore down on the ship, the first of
which she rode over and then sank into the trough. The second wave then

towered halfway up the foremast and broke on board, filling the lower
topsails with water 60 feet above the deck. Tons of sea swept the ship in a
solid mass completely swamping the galley and sweeping the cook overboard.

The foremast and mainmast were over the side and the mizzentopmast had
disappeared completely.
The gale raged on for 9 more days and the 'Loch Vennachar', dismasted and
unmanageable as she was, rode it out. A jury mast forward was rigged and
some sail was set on the stump of the mizzenmast; they made for Mauritius
and docked 5 weeks later at Port Louis.
The 'Loch Vennachar' needed an extensive refit and orders were sent to
England for the masts and rigging. These took five months to be delivered and
the crew erected them in 10 days when they eventually arrived. The repairs
cost L 9,071. She sailed from Port Louis on 18 November and arrived in
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Melbourne on 22 December, 260 days out from the Clyde. Captain Bennett
was later awarded the Lloyds Medal for saving his ship under such difficult
and dangerous conditions.
A second disaster occured in November, 1901 when she was run down and
sunk by the S.S. 'Cato' while she was at anchor at Thameshaven. She remained
on the bottom for a month before being salvaged; the subsequent refit and
alterations cost £ 17, 000.
On her last voyage she sailed while she was six foremast hands short,
reputedly with a Jonah on board. Old sailors contended that Tom Pearce, a
19 year old apprentice, was this Jonah. He was the grandson of Captain

Pearce who went down with the S.S. 'Gothenburg', and a son of the
Tom Pearce who was known as 'the hero of the 'Loch Ard ", the sole
survivor of the 'Loch Ard' lost near Port Campbell on 1 June, 1878. Tom

Pearce (the father) later signed on the 'Loch Sunart' and again survived being
shipwrecked when that vessel was lost in 1879. He eventually left the Loch
Line and joined the Royal Mail Steamship Company and rose to the rank of
Captain. The stigma of 'Jonah' was cast upon him and it also affected his son
on board the 'Loch Vennachar'_ Captain Pearce himself was involved in
yet another mishap, for when in command of the S.S. 'Orinoco' she rammed
and sank the S.S. 'Kaiser Wilhelm Der Grosse' with the loss of seven lives.
The 'Loch Vennachar's' passage as far as South Australia seems to have
been uneventful. When approaching the Neptune Islands on Wednesday
6 September, 1905, she was signalled by the Adelaide Steamship Company's
ship 'Yongala', herself destined to disappear six years later off Queensland.

Captain Rees, master of the 'Yongala', duly reported this meeting. The
clipper signalled, 'Loch Vennachar please report me, all well'.
The 'Yongala' stated that the clipper presented a pretty sight, as with full
sail she sped along with every prospect of reaching port within three or four
days. She never arrived at Port Adelaide and on 13 September, 1905
she was reported a week overdue. Five days later a search was ordered and
the Marine Board's S.S. 'Governor Musgrave' put to sea to search the south
coast of Kangaroo Island. Nothing was found and the search vessel returned
to port on 22 September.

On 29 September the local trading ketch, the 'Annie Watt', arrived at
Port Adelaide with conclusive evidence of the Loch liner's fate. About 18
miles north -west of the Port Adelaide lighthouse they had picked up a reel
of blue printing paper. Upon examination of its various markings it was
proved to be part of a consignment of paper, per 'Loch Vennachar', for the
Adelaide Observer newspaper. So it was believed that the clipper had been
wrecked; but where?

Wreckage started coming ashore in large quantities along the south and
south - eastern coasts of Kangaroo Island, and the consensus of opinion was
that she had met her fate on Young Rocks, about 22 miles south -east of
Vivonne Bay. Searches were carried out on land and the 'Governor Musgrave'
made three voyages around the rocky coastline searching for possible survivors
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and for the wreck site, but to no avail. On the 26 November, Trooper Thorpe
and Mr. Charles May found a great quantity of wreckage in West Bay. The

nature of the flotsam big timbers with heavy metal fittings, splintered
decking, rigging and cordage, spars, the stern of a lifeboat marked 'Loch
Vennachar', fire buckets, reels and bales of paper, and some forty hogsheads
of whiskey, all part of her cargo, indicated that, here. at last, was the area of
the clipper's final berth. A partially decomposed body was found on the beach;
it was that of a youth and would probably have been the remains of one of

the ship's four apprentices. It was the only body ever recovered from the
wreck and it was buried in the sandhills with a rough wooden cross made
from rigging spars. (Vandals recently burnt this original cross but the Flinders
Chase Ranger has now erected another one).
The controversy, in spite of the now - overwhelming evidence in favour of
the west coast, continued for many years as to where the wreck was located.
This debate continued until February, 1976 when the wreck was located by
three divers from the S.U.H.R.
In 1977 the Society mounted an exploratory expedition with a party of 34
people. This was made up of divers, surveyors, museum staff, draughtsmen,
climbers and cooks. Four -wheel drive vehicles were used at the site and the
mountains of stores and equipment were transported to the camp by truck.
The first week at the wreck site was frustrating as there was a swell running.
Conditions underwater were not good, with divers being swept thirty feet by
surge as waves broke over the rocks at the base of the cliffs. One diver had
his mask tom from his face and his mouthpiece pulled out by the force of the
surge.

The bow section was located first; it was rammed into a crevice shaped
almost exactly to take the bow of a ship. Here, scattered all over the seabed,
were ships- plates, some lying flat, some perpendicular, but all twisted and

broken by the tremendous force of the breakers above. Pig -iron was
lying everywhere, as if cast around by some giant hand; here and there
were portholes, the base of a mast was wide enough for a diver to swim
inside, and in the middle of this pile of wreckage was found the ship's chain
locker.

Inside were large mounds of anchor - chain, some still coiled as if waiting

for a ghostly anchorage. Amongst all this there were seven anchors; the
smallest four feet long and weighing about three quarters of a ton; the
largest two being twelve feet long and weighing an estimated 4.5 tons. These
latter are believed to have been the ship's bow anchors.
Several items were recovered, namely portholes, building bricks, a fairlead,
remains of a deck or rigging winch, and various smaller items. These have
been brought back to Adelaide for preservation and, later, display.

The `Norma'
The 'Norma' under the command of Captain McLaughlin and loaded
with 31,045 bags of wheat, was lying off Semaphore at 'the Anchorage' on
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Sunday, 21 April, 1907, awaiting favourable winds for the start of her voyage

to Britain. The `Ardencraig', inward bound from London with a general
cargo, passed Cape Borda on Saturday morning and was expected to arrive
at `The Anchorage' that night. As she came up the Gulf sail was shortened
and the anchors made ready.
Two versions of the mishap which followed are outlined here; the one

which was told to the Court of Marine Inquiry, and the other told to a
solicitor by the lookout on the `Ardencraig' some years later.

The first explanation was that the night of 20 April was `squally' with
bad Visibility. A white light was seen by the 'Ardencraig' and was presumed

to be the pilot signalled -for earlier. Suddenly it was realised that the
light was in fact the `Norma' at anchor. The captain of the 'Ardencraig',
Captain Thomas, ordered the helmsman to put the wheel hard up and the
headsails to be reset, fearing that if he dropped the anchors the two ships

would come together sinking both of them. But it was too late; the
`Ardencraig' cut into the 'Norma' on the port side well below the waterline.
The time was about 2.00 a.m. on 21 April. The `Norma' began to take on
water and heel -over fast. The crew abandoned ship just before the `Norma'
sank. The ship's carpenter was lost.
The second version was told to the solicitor who acted on behalf of the
owners for the Master and crew of the `Ardencraig'. The lookout stated that
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he saw the lights of the `Norma' many miles up the Gulf, the weather being
clear with good visibility. The Captain intended to anchor near the `Norma'
and shortened sail as the 'Ardencraig' approached. All sails had been furled
as she got to within a half mile of the 'Norma' and the order came to let the
anchors go.
The anchors were suspended over the side by a pin through one of the chain
links. A mallet was then used to knock the pin out and drop the anchors. As
the `Ardencraig' slowly crawled towards the 'Norma' the mallet was nowhere
to be found. The Captain rushed down the deck screaming `Let go that ...
anchor'. The order was then given to reset the headsails and for the helsman
to put the wheel hard over. The mallet was eventually found, but it was too

late and the `Ardencraig' struck the 'Norma' between the main and the
mizzen masts.

The Coastal steamer 'Jessie Darling', bound for Port Adelaide and
loaded with 2,250 bags of wheat, was passing the anchorage that morning.

Her master, Captain Ronald, saw a spar sticking out of the water near
where the `Ardencraig' was anchored and he headed for it. The 'Jessie
Darling' suddenly stopped; she had run onto the 'Norma'. The crew
abandoned ship and within 5 minutes she had settled down on top of the
`Norma', with only her mast showing.

Captain Thomas was found guilty of negligence at a Court of Marine
Inquiry and his certificate was suspended for six months. The 'Jessie Darling'
was refloated in January, 1908, and the `Norma' dynamited where she lay,

being declared a navigational hazard. It is interesting to note that on the
Monday after the disasters the steamship `Palmer', on her way back from the
sinking of the `Willyama' on Yorke Peninsula a week earlier, passed over
the 'Norma' scraping her bottom all the way along the wreck.

The `Norma'
Four masted, iron barque, 2,122 tons. Classed 100A1 by Lloyds, was
built in May, 1893 by Barclay, Curl and Co. Glasgow, Owned by Macvicar,
Marshall and Co., and measured 278 ft. overall, with a beam of 41.2 ft. and
a draught of 24.1 ft. She was registered in Cardiff, Wales.
The `Ardencraig'

Iron ship of 2,153 tons. Built August, 1886 by Russell and Co.,

Greenock. Owned by Crawford and Rowat and Co.. Measured 277.7 ft.
overall, with a beam of 40 ft. and a draught of 24.4 ft. She was registered
in Glasgow, Scotland.

The `Jessie Darling'
Steam ship of 289 tons. Built in September, 1884, by Murdock and Murray
at Port Glasgow. Owned by John Darling and Sons. Measured 125.3 ft.,
beam 23.2 ft., and a draught of 10.4 ft. She was registered in Port Adelaide.
The 'Norma'.

(Photograph by courtesy of the A.D. Edwardes Collection, S.L. S.A. )
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acquire land easily they had to work for hire, and they soon found that

SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S COLONIAL
LABOUR MOVEMENT
Jim Moss

When the South Australian Association held its meeting to promote the
colony at London's Exeter Hall in June, 1834, two notable representatives of
the British workers spoke on behalf of the many operatives among the 2,500
attending. They were Robert Owen, the eminent Utopian Socialist, and his
collaborator, William Lovett, a carpenter and trade unionist. In 1836 Lovett

was to assist form the London Working Men's Association which in the
following year launched the People's Charter.
Owen questioned whether emigration of labourers to South Australia would
do much to improve the conditions of those remaining in Britain. According
to the Morning Chronicle Lovett had several objections to the scheme and

said, 'They had been told that the labourers in the colony were to be
governed by laws and by a constitution framed expressly for them. Now he
wanted to know what power under the constitution the labourer was to have.
Was the labourer to have political power or was political power to be confined

as in this country to the capitalists alone ?' To this perceptive enquiry
Daniel Wakefield gave the evasive answer that the constitution would be
granted when the colony's population reached 50,000.
The workers about to emigrate hoped to escape from the misery they knew
in the old country, but they had few illusions about their future prospects.
In the penal colonies of New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land the
system precluded the early development of free institutions while the Governors

gave free grants of land and assigned convicts to the landowners to work it.
South Australia would be a free enterprise capitalist society where the land
would be sold and wage labourers would be employed by the landowners.
The founders, middle -class reformers. wanted the colony to be a Province of
the Old Country, where their ideas of liberalism, philanthropy, free trade,

religious freedom and freedom from government interference, could be
consumated.

But these aspirations were based on the essential economic system they
supported and desired for the new colony; that is, on relations of production
which would unite capitalist landowners and paid labour. The freedom of the

planners applied in only partial degree to the workers who received free
passages, who were free to seek any employment offering without the
competition of convicts, and who enjoyed religious freedom; but unable to

Jim Moss is a motor mechanic by trade. He is currently completing
a manuscript on the history of the labour movement in South Australia.

political and social power remained a preserve of the property owners.
The South Australian historian William Harcus wrote in 1876, 'All new
colonies are as a matter of course dependent for their prosperity on a plentiful
supply of labour. However fruitful the land and rich in resources, it is
nothing without labour... the Wakefield system of colonising was to combine
capital and labour, the capitalist purchasing the land, and the money paid
for it being devoted to the introduction of men to work it.2 With the arrival
of the first six ships in the colony during 1836 the British Colonial Office
recorded that their passengers comprised twenty -six males and ten females

of the 'superior' class, and one hundred and fifty -two males and thirty seven females of the labouring class.
This transplanted class society immediately reproduced class tensions in the
form of workers' struggles and combinations. The first strike occured in 1837

among the survey labourers employed by Colonel Light. With the initial
shortage of labour, skilled building tradesmen could demand twelve to
fifteen shillings per day, and ordinary labourers seven to eight shillings. The
survey labourers however, had signed an agreement in England to work for
twelve shillings a week and a scale of rations equal to that awarded in the
British Navy, but which was often in short supply. Newly arriving immigrants

called them the 'two shillings a day slaves', and Light wrote, 'Their complaints had much truth. They were sometimes many days with hardly anything
but biscuit; sometimes not that."
In June, 1838 mechanics in Adelaide held a general meeting 'to consider
the necessity of instituting a trade society 4 In July, 1839 tailors formed a trade
association and advised master tailors that they could obtain men by applying

to a Mr. Calton.' Two months afterwards carpenters employed by Messrs.
East and Breeze went on strike for an extra is a day and quickly won the
increase which took their wages to between i is and 14s per day.6 At the
Australian Arms, in November, 1839, members of the South Australian
Builders Trades Union Society gave a dinner to their retiring secretary,
Mr. Hanson. A variety of toasts were drunks by the 114 members present
and Mr. Wakeham occupied the chair.? In the following year Thomas and
Co. printed the rules of this body; in the form of a mutual benefit society it
insured members against loss of property, probably tools of trade, by fue and
robbery, and for the proper interment of the dead.
The depression of 1840 -42 taught the workers many early lessons. They
bore the brunt of hardships, arising from the inconsistent economy, in lower
wages, loss of savings and unemployment. And this was despite the promises
given them that the Government would guarantee work at reduced wages if
no work for private individuals offered. Workers unemployed through no
fault of their own were called 'improvident idlers', the colonial equivalent
of the modern day 'dole bludgers'. Landowning representatives of the 'superior'
class such as John Morphett, Major Thomas O'Halloran, Duncan McFarlane,

and William Giles, the manager of the South Australian Company,
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occupied positions of power in the state apparatus as the chief magistrates,
and they recommended reduction of Government relief payments to unemployed

workers and their dependents.
The workers protested 'at the attempts to reduce the price of labour of the
producers of all wealth', but Governor Grey and the press found intolerable
their meetings, demonstrations, memorials and resolutions. The Southern

Australian depicted 'Illegal Combinations Among the Working Class',
and it alleged 'attempts which have recently been made to support
in idleness a few ill- disposed persons among the working classes who had
conspired together to keep up wages' .° The magistrates urged the
Government to legislate a Masters and Servants Act. When introduced
in September. 1841, this provided for forfeiture of wages due, and sixty
days in prison if a worker broke a written or verbal contract of employment.

A master defaulting, on the other hand, could be fined an amount not
exceeding £ 20.10

As a result of this depression the workers formed a Working Men's
Association, 'to provide for the present and prevent the future distress of
the labouring classes of South Australia', and to arrange 'such intellectual
enjoyments as the circumstances of the times require'.11 This body probably
derived its name from that first political labour organisation formed in
London by William Lovett and his friends. Working Men's Association
subsequently became the name of other unions of workers in South Australia,
notably of the Port Adelaide wharf labourers.

With the discovery of copper at Kapunda and Burra in the 1840s the
working class grew more rapidly. To farm labourers and town craftsmen
were now added the Cornish and German miners, the Welsh smelter -men,
and the hundreds of other labourers engaged as bullock drivers transporting
ore from the mines to the ports, or as timber cutters for mine -props
and boiler fires.

In 1847 Captain Charles Bagot of the Kapunda mine, one of the

colony's largest employers, sponsored a Bill in the Legislative Council to
amend the Masters and Servants Act. This would require, in all cases,
a written contract of employment. Breach of contract by any misdemeanour
of a workman could entail three months in prison, or forfeiture of wages
due, or both. This provision also applied to domestic servants, most of
whom were women. An employer failing to pay wages, on the other hand,
could be imprisoned for a few days until discharged under the Insolvency
Act. The magistrates to hear these cases were themselves employers of
labour, and appeal was from the magistrates to the magistrates. The Bill

proposed a supply of indentured labour with five year contracts for

Chinese, Germans, and other possible sources of cheap labour. Bagot said,
'The Captains of vessels had urged upon the colony the necessity of the
introduction of Chinesé .12
Meetings of protest, which carried resolutions and signed memorials,
were the responses of workers at Hindmarsh and Bowden, of miners at
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the Miners Arms, Glen Osmond, and of German workers at the Hamburgh
Hotel, Adelaide. The latter especially criticised agreements made in ignor-

ance by foreign born workers which bound them to lower rates of pay
'than English fellow labourers' for a term of years. The meeting condemned
abuses by tyrannical masters on migrant ships, unsatisfactory shelter for
newly - arrived immigrants, and payment by the 'truck' system. The protest
movement and a divided Council resulted in the legislation being carried
with some amendments later in the year.
In September, 1848 the Southern Australian published the sensational

headline, 'Revolution at the Burra Mine'.13 The miners had gone on
strike following reductions in contract rates and following a dispute about

the quality of the ore they produced. Yet the Monster Mine in the
previous fifteen months had paid its owners dividends totalling 1,000 per
cent on their capital. This dispute also set precedents for the workers of

the colony and for the 300 miners directly concerned. The degree of
wealth of the employers was matched by a ruthless and autocratic attitude
to their workers in efforts to extract the maximum profits. The employers

regarded the withholding of labour by strike action as illegal. They
commanded, and used, the full power of the state forces in the form of
police and courts in attempts to break the strike. Combinations of
workers were banned, or barely recognised, and then only if they were
innocuous. Freedom of the press and civil liberties accounted for little when

the owners' interests were threatened, and the Register was banned from
Burra for supporting the strikers. The authorities encouraged the myth,
despite all the evidence to the contrary, that employers and workers had
identical interests. The workers, demanding solidarity, compelled a recalcitrant few to join the strike, while the owners on the other hand gave
such renegades every encouragement and protection.

Among the many workers' economic struggles which occurred before
Federation was the movement for the eight -hour day which commenced
at Port Adelaide in 1854, two years before it was achieved by building
workers in Sydney and Melbourne. The eight -hour day became firmly
established for most workers in 1873, but for years afterwards the unions
had to defend it against employers' incursions, while attempting to extend
it to other sections of workers and making it permanent by statute.

Another campaign commencing in 1854 was that for the early closing
of shops. After successes and failures early closing had been substantially
achieved by 1889.

Waterside workers and seamen became more active after the formation
of unions in 1872, and shearers combined in the following year. These
three groups, as well as ships' officers, were involved in disputes in 1887
for the right of workers to organise in unions for their mutual protection.
These were forerunners to the Maritime Strike of 1890.

At Wallaroo and Moonta copper miners had strikes in 1864, 1874, 1888
and 1891. In 1879 all metal trades' workers at Gawler stopped when James
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Most property owners commended the Wakefield scheme as a supplier

of labour and most official historians have praised it as an aid to
colonisation. But its main object was to persuade capital and labour to
leave Britain for the colonies at a time when this was necessary for
British profit. It was at the expense of the workers, and it had other
critics. Wakefield himself quite clearly stated the scheme's purpose when
he wrote, `I then turned my mind to plans of immigration, with a view,
at once, to increase the number of working hands and diminish the wages
of labour'.14

Charles Mann, the colony's first Advocate General, also had an under-

standing of the scheme's purpose; `The money subscribed for land is
neither a price, a tax, or a monstrous charge for land, but on the contrary
it is a wise and provident payment for the transmission to the settlement

of that labour power without which it would be vain to attempt the
application of capital at all. It augments instead of diminishes the power
of the capitalist'.15

Lawrence Grayson, engineer, in turn president and
secretary of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers

and one of the originators of the Eight Hours
Movement in 1872.

J.A. Cook, shearer, helped form the Amalgamated
Shearers Union at Ballarat in 1886 and was made
vice president and national organiser. From 1888

to 1896 he represented the Adelaide branch at
conferences of the Union which in the meantime
became the Australian Workers Union.

The workers condemned the scheme. In 1841 the unemployed claimed
they had been lured from their native land 'by the most flattering inducements'. Building workers on strike against a wage cut in 1854 criticised
employers for their continual demand for cheap labour and the `perversion
of the land fund' for that purpose.16 In 1859, working men and section
farmers revived a former Political Association which had as its objective

the halting of immigration under the Wakefield scheme. It soon had
twelve branches in Adelaide, suburbs, and country towns and more than

Martin and Co. attempted to extend the working day to nine hours,
and a lock -out of workers at Fulton's foundry, Kilkenny, occurred in 1888

over the same issue. In that year printing workers at the offices of the
Register struck for the right to organise in a union. In early 1890 strikes
by ten different sections of workers preceded the Maritime Strike. These
were over such issues as defence of wages, the eight -hour day, protection
of skills, and aversion to cheap labour. Colonial women supported their
miner menfolk in the strikes at Moonta. As more women entered the
workforce they campaigned against sweating in the clothing industry. In
1888 the Women's Suffrage League was established, and in 1889 women
formed the Working Women's Trade Union.
From the earliest years workers actively intervened in political matters
affecting colonial society. They resisted the Wakefield scheme which, by
charging a `sufficient' price for land, prevented wage earners from easily
acquiring it. Instead of becoming independent producers, they necessarily

had to work for others. The use of the Land Fund to import `abundant
and cheap' migrant labour led to a periodic surplus of wage workers and
to consequent unemployment and destitution. The workers demanded,
instead, Government expenditure on public works. The sale of land at a
fixed price invited speculation and ownership by absentees, placing it
further out of reach of small farmers.

1,000 members. At a meeting of the Association in early 1860 Mr.
Petheridge stated, 'It was the great mining shareholders and flockholders
who were continually crying `more labour, more labour', but the interpretation of the cry was `lower wages, lower wages ".17 An Association meeting
at Gawler declared, `that the time has arrived when it was desirable that
the Wakefield system of immigration should finally cease'18

By 1886, with trade unions soundly based, the Intercolonial Trade
Union Congress convened in Adelaide. A South Australian delegate of the
Saddlers Union, T. Kean, retrospectively summed up the attitude of the

colony's workers to the Wakefield system; `Regulations of an absolute
slave character were adopted to prevent industrious and saving mechanics
or other workmen from becoming proprietors of land. The price was
raised in order to raise that for which 12s 6d an acre had been given, on
condition that the purchase money was devoted to sending out labourers to

work for hire, which if they could not get land they would of necessity
have to do. The labourer was in fact, though not in name, the slave of
the landowner'.19

At each period of depression, with unemployment and little demand for
labour, the workers agitated against government- assisted or free immigra-

tion, and against cheap labour in the form of Ceylonese or Chinese
workers. This was so in 1859 -60, 1865 -70 and in 1883. In more favourable
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times as in 1872 -73, they also condemned assisted immigration because
employers, assured of a plentiful supply of labour, felt no obligation to
make working conditions attractive by improving standards.

Nevertheless, in the early period, some labourers by hard work and a
modicum of luck could save sufficient of their wages to buy an eighty -acre
section. South Australian conditions particularly favoured agriculture, and

among labourers emigrating there existed a great land hunger. Many
hoped to become farmers either by owning land or by working as
tenant farmers. In 1847 the Register reported, 'it will appear that the
class of small farmers is increasing rapidly; in the dry season they are
employed in carting ore from the mines to the port, for which they are
well paid, and when the rain sets in, and this work is suspended it is
time for ploughing and sowing. With their gains in carting ore many have
been enabled to purchase or rent land and have commenced farming on
their own account'."
In South Australia the influence of small farmers in politics and social
life overshadowed and delayed working class consciousness. Two other
retarding factors were the rush to the Victorian gold diggings in the 1850s,
which denuded the colony of many thousands of its working population,
and the systems of contract work as carters, miners, and in other occupations. These systems of payment -by- results often gave workers the impression

that they were self- employed. Many immigrants in the early days followed
the evolutionary pattern of farm labourers, carters, copper miners, diggers

at the Victorian goldfields, and on their return, landowners growing
wheat and grazing sheep and cattle.

Of the small farmers a writer stated in 1875, 'the yeomanry who have
found a home in South Australia and who are at once tillers of the soil
and employers of labour are more than any one class the real "bone and
sinew" of the colony' .21 This situation changed as the eighty -acre sections
became uneconomic and large land - holdings with machinery were required

for extensive farming, and as the colony slowly acquired more industry,
making workers less dependent on farm work. The influence of the small
farmers pervaded the theories of land reform, from taxation of land to
its nationalisation, and in particular the theory of Single Tax which had
such a large effect upon the labour movement. The predominance of the

rural economic base tended, for many years, to cause a lag in the

development of the labour movement compared with some other states.
Official histories generally credit members of the 'superior' class with the

democratic reforms which led to the advanced constitution and to responsible government in 1856. But the reforms were achieved not so much
by them as in spite of them.
All sections of colonial society subscribed to the principle of religious
liberty and to the prospect of self - government when the population reached

50,000. But while agitation for earlier self government achieved some
concessions from the Imperial Government, these ensured that the property
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owners would have the real power in the colonial legislature. In 1843
Governor Grey appointed four non - official members to the Legislative
Council, John Morphett, Major Thomas O'Halloran, G.F. Dashwood and
Thomas Williams, all men of substantial property. The workers in 1847,
while opposing amendments to the Masters and Servants Act, complained
of 'restraints on one class without representation in the Legislative Council'
and warned that it would lead to associations of workers for their mutual
protection and redress.22
The 'superior' class, with the increased acquisition of property and assured

by the Governors of political power in the Legislative Council, became
more conservative. The leadership of the reform movement passed to a
coalition of town artisans and tradesmen, workers, and small farmers,
who were able to influence the few liberals in the legislature. Later on,
the labour movement became the main reforming influence.

The coalition, representing the majority of the people, strongly contested Morphett's proposal, in 1849, for a Constitution to include an
Upper House of members nominated by the Governor, given hereditary
titles and office for life. The same year hundreds of workers and farmers

clashed with the Government when it imposed taxes on land and on
wheeled vehicles. A Great Confederated Anti -Dray and Land Tax League
was formed with a central slogan, 'No Taxation without Representation'.

It urged carters and farmers not to pay the taxes, gave support to those
prosecuted for non - payment, and launched a memorial of opposition to
present to Governor Young. This movement succeeded and the taxes
were withdrawn.

In 1850, with the colony's constitution soon to be granted, tradesmen
and artisans at Hindmarsh formed an Elective Franchise Association, and
at Adelaide, a Complete Suffrage League. The two bodies amalgamated
into the South Australian Political Association. One spokesman, Morris,
said, 'It was well -known to all thinking men that if the working class

was supine at this juncture they would allow a system to be established
that their descendants would groan under'. Another speaker, McMahon,
said, 'the basis of legislation was hitherto based on capital; but what
originated capital? That which created a thing was equally to be considered,
with the thing it created. Labour was the creator of capital'. He predicted,

'As yet there was comparative equality here; but every year would, if
their rights were not secured, go to increase the distinction of classes.
The rich would become more rich and exacting, the poor more powerless
and dependent'.E3

Other speakers referred to the Chartists in Britain, and the Association

adopted the entire Chartist program; universal male suffrage, equal
electoral districts, vote by ballot, annual parliaments, no property
qualifications for members, and payment of members. In addition, it
specifically opposed nominated members and state endowment of religion.

The Chartist demands were central to the struggle for a democratic
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constitution but agitation for them failed to influence the Legislative
Council in the elections of 1851. The property vote and the nomination
of one -third of the members assured the return of landowners, pastoralists,

merchants, and mine owners, and property was further consolidated in
power.

Rather than retard the movement for political reform with the absence
of so many workers at the diggings, the democratic ferment in Victoria
stimulated activity in South Australia. In 1853 the Legislative Council,
prompted by the Imperial Government, proposed a Constitution with an
Upper House of nominated members. Within three days 15,000 citizens

had signed a petition of protest. The following year the Legislative
Council, in response to the protest movement, pronounced against
nominees, but Governor Young, conforming to the recommendation of the
Imperial Parliament, included nominees in the Parliament Bill. In 1855,

following the Eureka events and the democratic agitation in other

colonies, the Imperial Government asked the Government of South Australia
to `reconsider the construction of the future Legislative Council'. According
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small tradesmen, artisans and workers. The former enabled members to
insure against sickness, unemployment and funeral expenses. The latter
gave them some possibility of owning their own homes. One order, the
Oddfellows, commenced in 1844, to be followed soon afterwards by the
Druids and Foresters. Similar functions were performed by the Rechabites
and the Templars, connected with the Temperance movement. These
societies helped to promote workers' self - discipline, giving training in

policy planning and in organisation to future members of the labour
movement. This opinion was voiced by McMahon at a meeting of the
Complete Suffrage League given in support of workers' representation in
the legislature: `They were generally members of Oddfellows lodges and
building societies and the habits of thought and calculation this induced
fitted them for the consideration of political questions better than accident
of birth or the possession of property'.26

Two other sets of ideas, having their roots in Britain, influenced the
colonial workers the Methodist religion, and the temperance movement.

In England, Methodism had spread as an adjunct to the industrial

to Boyle Travers Finniss, `the opposition had succeeded in defeating the
Parliament Bill through their memorial to the Imperial authorities'.24
The final outcome was South Australia's advanced constitution which
included most of the Chartist demands. But, as elsewhere, this was offset
by the power of property in the Legislative Council whose members were
elected by a property vote. The workers would be excluded from Parliament because members would not be paid. The Imperial Government
remained the final arbiter of any interpretations of the Constitution, and
the ownership of land by large numbers assured a degree of conservative

revolution and with the assistance of local lay preachers. A grass -roots
democracy, officered by tradesmen and working people, flourished in its
societies and chapels. This democracy conflicted with Wesleyan autocracy
and the Conference of nominated clergy, and a number of sects broke
away from the main body. The Bible Christians had strong associations

stability in defence of property.
The labour movement persisted in its opposition to government - assisted

had a stronghold. The miners had other conservative features such as

immigration, and for equal political rights and the payment of members,
to complete the demands of the Charter. The South Australian Political
Association of 1859 included these points in its program. John Clark, its
president, advocated taxation of absentee landholders and alteration of the
land system 'to allow men to get a section without having to compete with
a land agent and have it on such terms as they first got the implements
to work the ground with'.25 Thus, the purchase of land on credit, first
advanced by the workers' movement, preceded the Strangways Act by a
decade. The Association became a firm advocate of land reform, supported
the Torrens' system of land transfers, and later, protection for the colony's
manufactures. The Association still operated in the 1880s, drawing up a

program of workers' demands for each election. In 1887 the Playford
Government approved the payment of members, thus paving the way for

with unions of farm labourers, while Primitive Methodism became a virtual

labour religion in the North of England and its members went on to
become leaders of trade unions and Chartism.
In Cornwall, Wesleyan Methodism, the conservative side of this religion,

the contract system of `tribute' and `tut- work', which tended to delay the
development of class consciousness and solidarity. It was not until 1857
that the first strike occurred among the miners of Cornwall, nine years
after the strike at Burra. They knew relatively little about trade unions,
while radical politics and Chartism remained weak.
Many South Australians followed Methodism, as one of the nonconformist religions, whose numbers before long rivalled those of the
Church of England. The Cornish miners brought their religion with them
and it spread from Kapunda and Burra, to Kanmantoo, Callington, Moonta

and Wallaroo. The conservatism of the Cornish miners undoubtedly
affected those in South Australia where it took many years for trade
unionism to become firmly established, and then the Bible Christians and
Primitive Methodists provided the main leadership.

Generally Methodism, closely linked to the temperance movement,

working class representation in Parliament.
As well as the early trade unions the workers formed other associations

tended to promote what popularly has been termed as `wowserism'. Many
social reformers concentrated on the temperance movement, ignoring or

to look after their material, social, and cultural interests. Such were the
friendly societies and the building societies for the mutual self -help of

industrial system, and instead blamed the workers.

failing to understand the real causes of the squalor that arose from the
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A temperance movement commenced in 1838, and the next year the
Rechabites formed their first branch. In 1840 a Total Abstinence Society
functioned, and other related societies followed. By 1865 the Rechabites
could claim forty -nine 'tents' in Adelaide, suburbs and secondary towns,
while the Templars had eighty -seven lodges. Like the other friendly
societies they were a training ground for labour activists.

Reuben Gill and John Prisk, two Cornish miners' leaders at Moonta
in the 1860s, were both Bible Christians; Gill was also a lay preacher
and an ardent Rechabite. David Charleston, an engineer, and Robert
Guthrie, a seaman, two prominent early trade unionists and Labour
parliamentarians, were Rechabites. The Reverend Hugh Gilmore, a
workers' leader in the 1890s was a Primitive Methodist, as was an early
Labor member at Wallaroo, Richard Hooper. Two miners' leaders and
future Labor Premiers, John Verran and Bob Richards, were Primitive
Methodists and Rechabites. The stonemason and first Labor Premier,
Tom Price, was a Wesleyan lay preacher and Rechabite. After trade
unionism did become acceptable to the Cornish miners in the 1870s

they made a large contribution to both the industrial and political

labour movements of the colony.

Expanding industry in the 1860s created a demand for more workers,
skilled and unskilled, in railways, mines, manufacturing and shipping,

and sporadic industrial actions were accompanied by moves to strengthen
organisation.

In the 1870s the pace of growth quickened and trade
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on 31 January 1884, 'for the purpose of uniting more closely the various
trade societies and for discussing unitedly any question affecting the welfare

of any society and also for the purpose of exerting more political
influence in the colony'.28

The colonial labour movement had become more consolidated by the
early 1880s, a time when the economy began to decline. In 1885, to
intervene more directly in political matters, the UTLC formed a parliamentary committee. The following year F.J. Morris, secretary of the Port
Adelaide Seamens' Union, acted as president of the Fourth Union Congress

held in Adelaide, and he said, 'I think there are signs of a mighty
struggle in the near future between capital and labour, a struggle that
will test all our powers of endurance, that will take all our force to
resist'.29 The Congress showed that the UTLC had twenty -four affiliated
societies, and in addition there were organisations of miners and tradesmen
on Yorke Peninsula and other centres, as well as shearers, teachers, and
shop assistants. Following the Congress, unions at Port Adelaide formed a
Maritime Labour Council.
Meanwhile the vast mineral wealth of the Barrier Ranges gave a stimulus
to South Australia's ailing economy. At Port Pirie the Broken Hill mines
had their most convenient port; the smelters established there became the
colony's largest industry; South Australian merchants and manufacturers

gained substantial markets at the Barrier and its financiers a rewarding
field of investment.

unions became more firmly entrenched. In 1873 a United Tradesmen's
Society campaigned for the eight hour day. Shortly afterwards its members

affiliated with the Labor League of South Australia and in November
1874 the Typographical Society joined the League as its Number Sixteen
branch. A deputation from the unions waited on the Government in
1876 in support of a Trade Union Act. When the Labor League adopted
a new constitution the following year thirteen unions retained affiliation.
The League had its own newspaper for a brief period, the Labor Advocate.
Among its aims was, by a 'prudent exercise of their franchise to secure

Meeting at Port Adelaide during the waterfront
strike, October 1887.

1

by legislative enactment what is now only obtained by combination'.27

need for improved forms of organisation. By 1882 the 2,000 workers
taking part in the annual Eight Hour march claimed that they were the
`bone and sinew' of the colony. In September that year Kirkpatrick
addressed a meeting of the Labor League in support of a proposal to
unite the trade unions and labourers' societies into one organisation. The
United Trades and Labor Council of South Australia (UTLC) was formed
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Affiliation with the League declined, and in 1880 the Typographers
Society formed a National Liberal Reform League 'to organise the workers
into a powerful political association'. Its chairman was Andrew Kirkpatrick
of the Typographical Society and it lasted only for a year or two.
The Intercolonial Trade Union Congresses commenced in 1879 and subsequent attendances by South Australian delegates convinced them of the
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Capitalism by the end of the 'eighties had been strengthened with

growth of monopoly trends in pastoralism, mining, shipping, banking and
commerce. On the other hand the labour movement had grown and consolidated. It only needed the conditions of overall economic recession to
create the class confrontations of 1887 and 1890. Substantially defeated in
the Maritime Strike the unions could still show the benefits of strengthened
organisation. More than seventy unions or branches contributed to the
strike fund totalling £ 9,662. Thereafter the class divisions in society were
more pronounced and a degree of socialist understanding had developed
in the labour movement.
Signs of working class socialist theory had appeared by the mid eighties.
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While socialist ideas had been strengthened during the strike other
theories proved more influential. Arbitration would resolve the class

struggle around the conference table; on the River Murray, village
settlements would combine Christian Socialism, co- operation, and Single

Tax; and the New Australia expedition to Paraguay, in which thirty
South Australians participated, were ventures into Utopia. The ULP,
avoiding theory in favour of the practical, would legislate for the workers
in Parliament, its policies springing directly from the spontaneous labour

movement. All showed inadequate understanding of the workings of
capitalism, especially of the economic and political power of the property
owners and the functions of the state.

In 1885 the Kapunda Herald favourably reviewed a pamphlet it had
received from the International Working Men's Association which propagated the theories of Karl Marx3° At the Trade Union Congress in
Adelaide in the following year Morris called for 'uniting the toilers of all

The ULP represented 'the immediate wants and aspirations of the
workers' by 'direct labour candidates'; that is, eligible trade unionists

all his day to support some idle drones in luxury the results of his toil

liberal governments, and for such measures as women's suffrage it
campaigned both inside and outside Parliament. But its emphasis on
reforms precluded activity for more fundamental change, 'the complete
emancipation of labour', the 'securing to it of the full fruits of its toil',

nations into one universal brotherhood' and, 'instead of the worker striving
may be his own'.31

In 1887 A.A. Rayment in Adelaide wrote his Rights of Labour and
How To Obtain Them, which espoused the theories of Single Tax.32

subject to recall'.35 In the Legislative Council elections of May, 1891 its
three candidates, Charleston, Guthrie and Kirkpatrick, achieved labour's
first parliamentary success. Its growing strength assured the reforms of

This was reprinted in pamphlet form by the newspaper Our Commonwealth.

and the control of the 'instruments of production'.

organ of the UTLC.
Arriving in the colony in 1889 the Reverend Hugh Gilmore, an advocate
of Christian Socialism and Single Tax, spoke in support of the London

policies contained the seeds of later discord in the labour movement, and,
particularly at times of economic and political crises, these conflicts
marked the evolution of the labour movement after Federation.

Edited by the remarkable Ignatius Singer, this fortnightly publication
combined a kind of Socialism and land reform, becoming in 1888 the

Dock strike. During the Maritime Strike he said, 'The trouble existing
now was because a few held in their hands the instruments of production
and the many employed were only allowed to use those instruments now
and then on condition of receiving what the holders of the instruments of
production were willing to allow' 3s

After the conclusion of the strike David Charleston spoke on New
Unionism at the Democratic Club: 'The late struggle has been full of
useful and beneficial object lessons, showing most unmistakeably our need

of broad liberal unionism and control of production', 'unionism has a
glorious work to achieve viz. the complete emancipation of labour. The
securing to it of the full results of its toil', 'The producers of wealth
shall possess the means of controlling wealth' 34

George Buttery, UTLC president during the strike, had been an
associate of Marx in the International Working Men's Association in
London and was an experienced workers' leader. In January 1891, fifty
unions presented £ 116 to Buttery and to UTLC secretary, J.A. McPherson,

in appreciation of their leadership during the strike. When the United
Labor Party was formed in the same month Buttery occupied the chair
and McPherson became its first secretary.

Gradually its reliance on electoral support caused it to broaden its
appeal by populist policies, and its organisation shifted from the trade
unions to the electorate committee. So that despite early successes ULP
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FROM CONFLICT TO CO- OPERATION
IN CLARE IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
Elizabeth Milburn

The village of Clare was established to meet the needs of the pastoralists

who were the first settlers in the area, and it grew with the expansion
of the local farming population. The pastoralists were the dominant
men in the early decades of settlement, but their influence was soon
challenged by the leading townsmen. As a result, two important trends
can be observed in nineteenth century Clare. There was a gradual decrease
in the influence of the pastoralists on Clare, and a corresponding increase

in the importance of the town- dwelling elite. At the same time, and
partly as a consequence of this change, there was a decline in the conflict
between the pastoralists on the one hand, and the townspeople and small
farmers on the other, resulting in increased co- operation between the town
elite and the farmers.
The first man to settle in the mid -north was John Ainsworth Horrocks

who bought land at Penwortham, south of present day Clare, after the
1839 survey, and he set up a village there. Horrocks played no part in the

history of Clare, although as a dying man he passed through Clare on
his way home after the shooting accident which ended his northern
exploration in 1846. E.B. Gleeson made the first unsuccessful attempt to
shoot the camel responsible for the accident. Edward Burton Gleeson,

the founder of Clare, bought 500 acres after the 1841 Hutt River

survey, and in 1842 he had the village of Clare laid out on Section 40
and part of Section 42. Brothers George and Charles Hawker set up
residence in 1841 at 'Bungaree', north of Gleeson's section and of present

day Clare. John Hope acquired his property in Clare in 1844, but did
not live in Clare or become involved in its affairs until the 1850s.
William Robinson, 'Encounter Bay Bob', took up the first lease of what
was to become the 'Hill River Estate', north -east of Clare, in 1846.

The 1840s in Clare were years dominated by the newly arrived landed

elite. The village of Clare came after the pastoralists, and it filled the
Elizabeth Milburn is lecturer in History at Hartley College of Advanced
Education.
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Robinson and others.
need for a service centre, felt by Gleeson, Hawker, Even George Hawker,
Life styles were very primitive in those early years. admiral, had to build
M.A. (Cambridge) and his brothers, sons of an
own yards in those
their own house, dig their own wells and fence their these
early settlers.
co- operation among
early days.1 There was much
Gleeson's
plough,
and
broke
the handle.2
George Hawker borrowed
often
stayed
the night
and
They carried each other's mail and supplies,
community spirit as illustrated
homes.
There
was
a
strong
at each other's
Flat in March 1843,
by the first Clare Races, held on the Hutt River
which:
which was an all -day and all -night affair, after
in, brandy and soda being
At daylight, after a billy of tea was indulged
in various directions going the pace to
unprocurable, horsemen might be seen
the previous night.3
shake off in the sharp morning air the mild dissipations of

as 1841. There were `native'
1842,
when
Hawker
wrote to the Colonial
constables at `Bungaree' in
moved to the village
rations.4
The
police
post
was
Secretary about their
Rest,
was licensed in
of Clare in 1848. The first hotel, The Travellers' advertisement for the
1846, and the next, The Clare Inn, in 1848. Anand Mining Journal of
latter appeared in the South Australian Gazette
always to have on hand:

Police were in the district as early

..a

srt

1 February, 1849. D. Kenny, licensee, claimed
and spirits etc., with good accommodation for
the best assortment of winesenclosed
paddocks, at the most moderate charges.
travellers, good stabling and

plus large quantities of:
sold at the
drapery, hardware, slops, tea, sugar, tobacco, etc., which will be
lowest Adelaide prices.

the last, to advertise
Kenny was probably the first, although certainly not
the attractions of Clare:
young married people,
'The undersigned also begs to bring to the notice ofdusty
Adelaide to Clare,
enjoy
by
coming
out
of
the pleasure they would
the sweets of their honeymoon in all its pleasing

<.....Ä

where they could appreciate
delights...

So lovers affianced, your election make soon,
And spend with friend Kenny your sweet honeymoon,
With good cheer to enliven, good wines to regale,
And a clear, purling stream in a green grassy vale.5

in the hands of the
Control of law and order in the 1840s was
Charles
Hawker,
and
in 1846 his brother,
pastoralists. In 1842 George
E.B. Gleeson in
Justices
of
the
Peace,
as
was
Charles, were appointed
Only
respectable
of the town.
1849, and they administered the justice the
Bench.
In
a
letter
to the
men of high status were appointed to
by D. Kenny as
William
Robinson
was
suggested
Colonial Secretary in 1850
candidate to be made Justice of the Peace, but the comment

a suitable
read: 'W. Robinson
scrawled on the back of the letter by Charles Sturt sufficient standing'.6
is a rough kind of Person, nor has he or Mr. Horrocks
of honour, and after
Mr. Robinson was not elevated to the position the 1850s left for New
the
political
conflicts
of
playing a brief role in
Zealand in 1856 where he became a very wealthy man.
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important figures in Clare in the
E.B. Gleeson and G.C. Hawker were
remain the dominant figure in Clare
early decades. E.B. Gleeson was to
but Anglican, had worked in the
until his death in 1870. He was Irish,
in Adelaide from Calcutta in
Civil Service in India, and had arrived
in a
large amount of money
1838. It was reported that he won ahe
had brought
and
his
brother
Calcutta sweep- stake. He claimed that
his 'rupees' he
South Australia. As well as
£ 4,500 cash to the colony of
and Indian servants?
children,
Arab
horses
brought his wife and two

a crop of grain in South
He daimed to be the first person to reap
which he had to sell when he

Australia at `Gleeville' (now Beaumont)she moved permanently to Clare,
became insolvent in 1842. After that 'Inchiquin'; Armagh, Donnybrook
which he named, along with his house
in his native Ireland.
and Luton were also named by him after places the 'Lord of the Manor',
He was referred to at various times as
was called the 'Government
'nabob' and 'King of Clare', and 'Inchiquin'
of Governors and other dignitaries
House' of Clare. Certainly a number
the first
his lifetime. He was appointed
stayed at Inchiquin' during
in
and the first Mayor of Clare
Chairman of the District Council in 1853,the
Agricultural
and
Northern
1868. He was the first President of
Agricultural and Horti1857,
and
of
the
Clare
Horticultural Society in
chairman
of nearly every dinner
cultural Society in 1867; also he acted asfigure, a convivial nature and a
and meeting in Clare. He had a large
strong sense of his own importance"
became an absentee landGeorge C. Hawker, English and Anglican,
had rejected him twice in his attempts
owner from the late 1850s. Clare
in 1851 for the Legislative
to become the member for the district,
Assembly.
His first three children
Council, and 1857 for the Legislative where his wife, formerly Bessie
were born at 'Bungaree' before 1850,
the whole station

had to cook for
Seymour, 'had a hard time...for she
gins
to help her'.10 The other twelve
at times and only had 2 black
Glenelg, at his Adelaide home,
of his fifteen children were born at

bought in 1856, or abroad.
'The Briers', at Medindie, which he
elected member for Victoria
After his election defeats at Clare, he was
member for North Adelaide in
in the South East in 1858, and later
Clare, although he retained his large
1884. He lost his political interest in
in 1890.11 The Clare
economic interest there and owned 84,700 acres political and economic
continued to follow his
paper, the Northern Argus,
the district,
of
his
life,
lamenting his political loss to
career for the rest
Australia and interstate, and

reporting his Show triumphs in South
Australia through stock
praising him for his contribution to South slight, and he showed
breeding. His real contribution to Clare was

little interest in Clare after 1857.
in Clare in 1844,
John Hope, Irish and Anglican, acquired his property Wolta' until the
his
residence
'Wolta
but did not build the first part of
the Peace in 1852 while farming
1850s. He had been appointed a Justice of
in Clare affairs

played an important part
on the River Broughton, and

in the 1850s and 1860s, as the leading resident gentleman in Clare. He
was less active than Gleeson, but socially of a higher status, coming
from a poor but genteel Irish family.

In the 1840s and 1850s Hawker, Gleeson and Hope made up the
established elite, and the two leading anti establishment figures were Dr.

Charles Houlton Webb, an English surgeon and publican, a man of
democratic views and unconventional behaviour, and William Lennon, an
Irish Catholic school teacher, who, after being the first teacher in Clare

in 1849, became an agent and auctioneer, then first District Clerk, first
local Member of Parliament and later first Town Clerk.

In the 1844 census the Wakefield and Hutt River area of 920 square
miles, in which Clare was situated, had a population of 177 males and
49 females. The population gradually increased to reach its peak for the
district in 1871 with 1978 people, and for the town of Clare in 1876 with
1,132 people. Then the population gradually declined until in 1901 there

were only 1,366 in the district and 788 in the town. The population
increase and decline reflected Clare's fluctuating prosperity. In the 1870s
Clare was the hub of the north, and serviced an expanding agricultural
district. However, the town and district went into an economic decline
in the 1880s and 1890s as a result of poor seasons and of the generally
depressed economic conditions in the colony; the decline was exacerbated
by Clare's failure to get a railway, despite constant agitation.
From 1881 to the end of the century there were more women in Clare
than men. Women played a much less important part than men in public

life in Clare in the nineteenth century, just as a few men had a more
important public role than others. Women were usually accorded a status
in Clare society corresponding to the status of their respective fathers or

husbands. Two exceptions to the rule were both daughters of leading
townsmen, but each became influential in her own right. Miss Frances
Diana Hope was a daughter of John Hope and later the wife of John
Christison, a leading townsman. On her own initiative, before her marriage,

she had organized the Clare Home Reading Union in 1894.12 This was
an important intellectual contribution to Clare as it gathered together

the educated elite of the town. On her death in 1948, her obituary in
the Northern Argus was headed 'Clare's Finest Citizen'." She was an
eccentric woman with a dominating personality, but she gave more to the
Clare people, including parks and recreation grounds, than any other Clare

citizen. Mrs. Fanny Filgate was E.B. Gleeson's daughter, but after her
husband's death in 1866 she continued to own the brewery, although she
employed managers and later took partners to help run it. She sold the
brewery in 1905 to her partner of twenty -four years, Mr. John Christison.

Other women who made contributions to Clare include private school
teachers, such as Miss R. Hawker, Mrs. Barnard, Miss A. Steele and the
Misses Lipsett; the secretary of the Institute, Miss L. Work; the secretary
and president of the Women's Christian Temperance Union branch in
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Clare from the 1890s, Miss C. Blight; and a number of female publicans,
particularly in 1897 when four out of the six publicans in Clare were
women. Nevertheless what R. Connell said of Manning Clark's history is
basically true of this study too. Connell noted that the:
perspective is, naturally, that of the literate, propertied, respectable and male
those who have produced the overwhelming mass of the surviving documentation of Australian history.14

The swing from pastoralist and farmer domination in Clare to domination
by leading business and professional townspeople can be seen by looking
at the men who were Justices of the Peace and members of the Council.

Before 1870, the Bench consisted of five pastoralists, one prosperous
farmer, the manager of 'Bungaree' (also a pastoralist), and three doctors,

one of whom, Dr. Webb, was treated as a social outsider. After 1870, the
Justice of the Peace appointments were overwhelmingly dominated by
business and professional men. The District Council of Clare was established in 1853 and it administered both the town and surrounding
district until the Clare Corporation was set up to run the town in 1868.
Between the 1850s and the 1890s the percentage of stockholders and
farmers in the Council or Corporation controlling the town of Clare
declined from seventy -three percent to nil, and the percentage of self
employed businessmen rose from two percent in the 1850s to eighty -four
percent in the 1890s. Apart from a small percentage of white collar
workers, the remaining members were professional men or 'gentlemen',
making up twenty -three percent of the membership in the 1850s, twenty
four percent in the 1880s, but only twelve percent in the 1890s.

The change from conflict to co- operation can best be illustrated by a
survey of the major issues of each decade. In the 1840s, Clare village
was small and dependent on the local pastoralists for custom and for
law and order. The 1840s were calm socially, as few lived in the district,
and no one disputed the natural rights of the first settlers. But this
harmony was not to last.
The 1850s were years of conflict. The social structure was changing and

some people sought to improve their standing in the community. This
was a decade of challenge for the landed elite. In 1850 a letter in the Register

by the Clare schoolmaster, William Lennon, complained of his treatment
by the 'ignorant and purse proud mushrooms' who had appointed him
the year before. He criticized the 'Clare gentry' for not providing him
with proper accommodation or with a school. The editor of the Register,
the radical John Stephens, who was displeased with E.B. Gleeson at the
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well as Magistrate of a thriving township in which Church of England,
Catholic and Methodist congregations had meeting places, and there were
a Police Barracks, a Local Court, three stores, a blacksmith, a shoemaker,
a tailor and two inns. Clare was set among pretty, undulating wooded
hills, and was beginning to prosper because, 'the soil, which in some

parts is a black loam,

is

well adapted for cultivation of all

Land was in request, being readily bought up on every occasion'.16

sorts.

Elections in the 1850s illustrate the conflicts of that decade. In 1851
in the electorate of Stanley and Gawler, G.C. Hawker was opposed by
William Younghusband of Crystal Brook and Adelaide, a banker, landowner, and a director of the Glen Osmond copper mine. Mr. Hawker
claimed to be a man with local interests because he had resided in the
district since it was first peopled, but there was much antagonism towards
him because he was a 'squatter', and magistrate. Ironically he had been
struck off the list of eligible voters, by the Court of Revision for the
Electoral District, on a technicality, while he was ill in Adelaide. The
Court of Revision had consisted of his brother Charles and two landholders from the south of Clare, obviously bending over backwards to
appear unbiased.
Elections were exciting events in those days; gum trees and houses flew

the blue flag for Hawker or the red for Younghusband. E.B. Gleeson,
the Returning Officer, conducted the business of nominations from a

platform in front of the Court House:
Shortly after 12, the rival candidates, accompanied by a large body of
supporters, proceeded from their respective inns in procession with flags
bearing various electioneering mottoes laudatory of the candidates in whose
honour they were borne..."

The supporters of Mr. Younghusband 'were marshalled by a gentleman
bearing the appellation of Doctor Webb, though displaying in the fittings
of his external man anything but the cut of the profession'.ts Mr. Hawker's
supporters claimed to include the 'oldest and most respectable settlers of

the district'.19 After an hour of waiting, with a 'very prudent space'

between the two groups, the two gentlemen were nominated. A show of
hands was in favour of Mr. Younghusband but Mr. Hawker's supporters
demanded a poll, where again he was defeated by forty -six votes to
thirty -six in Clare, and in the electorate as a whole. Hawker was to lose

again in the 1857 election for the electorate of Burra and Clare, after
a strong campaign against him led by Webb and Lennon. He was
supported by Gleeson and Hope, and later at an Agricultural Society
dinner in 1859 he referred to the 'clique' in Clare who had rejected him

time, critically referred to him as the 'Clare Nabob' (because of his

because he was a squatter.2°

In 1851 the Adelaide Observer ran a series called 'Sketches of the
Present State of South Australia'. In the section on Clare, Mr. Gleeson
was described as the founder and 'chief proprietor' of a village of 50

candidates supported by the Clare and Burra Political Associations, with
policies in favour of payment of members and land reform, and against
immigration. These radicals defeated the three non -Clare elite- supported
candidates overwhelmingly. William Lennon was an educated Irish Catholic,

Indian Civil Service background) and as the 'Lord of the Manor'15

tenements and over 200 persons. He was, said the report, Postmaster as

At the 1860 election William Lennon was one of the three winning
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had been a school teacher, auctioneer and agent, and was District
Clerk at the time of his election. He lost his seat after being declared
insolvent in 1861 after letting his business affairs go, largely because of
accusations, never proved, that he had embezzled money belonging to
the District Council. So Clare lost its first local member of the House
of Assembly, and had to wait until 1884 when E.W. Hawker, born at
'Bungaree' but an Adelaide solicitor, was elected for Stanley.
The two competing Agricultural Societies of 1857 were another example
of the conflict of the 1850s. The Northern Agricultural Society was set up
in October 1857, with Governor Sir Richard Graves MacDonnell as Patron,

Gleeson as President, Hawker as Committee member, Hope as Hon.
Secretary and other pastoralists, mainly from the south of Clare, on the
committee. It was soon labelled the 'Squatters' Agricultural Society', and
a rival Northern Public Agricultural and Horticultural Society was set up
in November. This public society decided to hold a separate dinner on
Show Day, but not to hold a rival stock show as that would show 'a want
of respect to our Governor and our Gracious Queen'.21

The two dinners were reported in great detail in the Register and the
There were 120 'gentlemen' at the Northern Agricultural
Society dinner and 150 'persons' at the Northern Public Agricultural
Society dinner, where after the loyal toast, a number of speeches were
Observer.

made condemning the other society as a 'class' society, formed by a couple
of squatters and their medical advisers.22
The Governor's visit highlighted the people of importance in the district.
The Register reported that his Excellency and his lady 'left Mr. Gleeson's

on Friday and proceeded to Mr. George Hawker's station at Bungaree.
From thence they proceeded to Anama, the residence of Mr. Charles
Hawker'.25

A further example of the conflict in Clare in the 1850s occurred after
Dr. Webb was appointed a Justice of the Peace in October 1857. The
correspondent to the Register said this gave 'great offence to the squatters

M

of the district' who got up a petition to have him struck off the list.24
This issue divided the town, and a meeting was held at Clare to support
Dr. Webb. At that meeting the chairman, James Wright, a publican
and farmer, said:
It was their duty as Freemen to aid Dr. Webb in his present struggle...The

squatters of their district considered the passport to respectability as being one
of themselves. No matter what qualifications you may possess...if not one of
the respectable class you are a doomed man.25

Terms like 'the quality', 'squattocracy' and 'those great men' were used
.

to describe those who objected to Dr. Webb as Justice of the Peace.
Both sides drew up petitions and in December a petition with only 28
signatures was presented to the House of Assembly, where it was reported

that several sheets containing signatures had been stolen. The petition
said that Dr. Webb should be removed from the roll of Justices because
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he had been the landlord of a public house, which he kept in a disorderly
manner' 26 The printing of the petition was vetoed and Dr. Webb remained a Justice of the Peace until May, 1860 when his name no longer
appeared on the published list of the members of the Commission of

The opening ball for the new Town Hall in 1866, and for the Mechanics'
Institute founded in 1864, are two interesting examples of the difference
in social status felt in Clare in this period. The ball, attended by about
forty couples, was 'an exclusive affair, and made some of the young men

the Peace.

to revenge themselves on the 'elite of Clare', and did so on the day of the
Auburn Show. When the elite drove to the show dressed in their best and
with their best horses and carriages, they were embarrassed by an accompanying open carriage, in which rode six Aborigines who had been paid
for their trouble. Two men were dressed appropriately as the coachman
and the footman, and, in the carriage, using the words of one who was a
boy in Clare at the time, 'four of the ugliest gins were decked out in gay
print dresses with hats and sunshades to match, not forgetting long clay

As a final example of the conflict in the 1850s, in 1859 there was a
series of meetings of what the correspondent to the Register and the
Observer called 'The Anti Squatters League' which argued for the repeal
of Clause 3 of the Waste Lands Bill, passed in December, 1858. These

meetings spoke against 'the class legislation' which increased the penalties
for depasturing stock on a leased run. To show the high feelings aroused,
one speaker said that given the chance the squatters 'would s7establish, if
they could, the serfdom of Russia and the despotism of France'

In the 1860s conflict in Clare was both economic and social. The
Observer in December, 1861, in the second of a series 'Rough Notes of
Incident and Reflection on a Tour Northward', showed how obvious

the conflict within Clare was. After noting the stations north of Clare, the
reporter said:

A very large trade consequent upon these stations concentrates upon Clare. In
particular notice. Unfortunately,
itself the town presents nothing calling for
however, its society is in a state of great disorganization. Two strong factions

divide the public sentiment; and no matter, right or wrong, on matters

important or trivial, or having a merely local or broader application, anything
emanating from one side is sure to rouse hostility of the other.(sic)28

In the 1860s in Clare there was strong support for Land Reform, and for
Goyder's valuations of the pastoralists' runs in 1864. The feeling was that if
the squatters thought the rental was too high they should get off the land
and let others use it. A 'Special Reporter' of the Register, who travelled to
Clare for the races in May, 1886, described the comfortable journey by
railway to Kapunda, and then the nightmare forty -five mile journey to
Clare by Rounsevell's cart with 'seventeen and a half people in a cart
made for eight. He commented on the prosperity of Clare, where everyone
seemed to own a buggy or trap, and he went on to describe the race course
five miles north of Clare at ' Bungaree', loaned by Mr. Hawker:
Viewed from the Grand Stand the course forms the centre of an extensive
circular plain, the greater part of Mr. Hawker's run lying to the northward.
He was a sharp fellow who selected that for a homestead, and the farmers
in the neighbourhood may be excused their recent fit of pastoral sentiment
to which it and other places like it gave rise 29

In the same month the Register, in a column entitled 'Round the

North', after describing the neat and solidly built township of Clare with
its dominating mill and its newly -built Town Hall, noted:
Drays, traps and German wagons standing in front of the hotel prove that

a tolerable large influx of agriculturalists has been made into these old headquarters of squatterdom. Still the squatters hang on tenaciously to the outskirts
of the settlement. Mr. Hawker's run, Bungaree, is only five miles north of
Clare, and a score of other stations could be counted within 30 miles.30

feel there were two social circles in the district'.S1 These young men decided

pipes'.32 At the Show the Clare ladies were forced to abandon their
'flash traps' and sit in the stand, or be embarrassed by the proximity of
the carriage containing 'social inferiors', which was parked beside them.

The Mechanics' Institute was formed in 1864, but the foundation
stone of the new building was not laid until 1871. It was always referred

to as 'the Institute', which was accurate, for although it was meant to
provide 'amusement blended with instruction' for the artisans of Clare,33

it really catered for a small elite group within the town. This can be
shown by an examination of the Institute's committee membership, its
activities and the frequent complaints about it.

The Institute's three Presidents for the nineteenth century were Mr. John
Hope, followed, until his death, by Mr. E.B. Gleeson, and then by Dr. Bain

for the remainder of the century. The Vice Presidents and committee,
elected year by year, read like a 'who's who' of Clare. All were respectable
members of the elite, solicitors, bank managers, doctors, successful businessmen, and ministers of religion, especially the Church of England's Reverend

(later Canon) R.B. Webb, who was incumbent from 1877 to 1911. The
activities held in the Institute Hall were Quadrille parties, lectures on
topics like 'Agamemnon's Tomb' and The Paris Exhibition', and meetings
of private groups such as the Home Reading Circle, which catered for
the educated elite. Only near the end of the century was there a group
called the 'Mock Parliament' whose aim was to educate young men about
politics, and few of its members were of the artisan class. There were
frequent complaints and criticisms in letters to the local newspaper, the
Northern Argus. One such anonymous letter in August, 1872 claimed:
A number of well intentioned gentlemen have the supervision of an institute,
but not being mechanics themselves, they have no idea...how a Mechanics
Institute should be conducted. Because they are of the "black coat" school
they have "black coat" ideas, and arrange the affair accordingly.34

Two attempts were made to broaden the group of people catered -for
by the Institute. There was a lengthy quarrel over opening the reading
room on Sunday. This was seen by some as an affront to the sacred
nature of Sunday, and by others as enabling working men who could not
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books, to read and educate
afford to become members and thus borrow
meeting
was called to make a
themselves on their day of rest. A general opening in September, 1879 85
decision and it decided in favour of Sunday
from £ 1 to 12/- per annum did
An attempt to lower membership fees
arguing
that it would mean loss of
not succeed in 1882, the committee
believed it would bring the

funds. Those in favour of the decrease

Institute within the reach of all classes .%
symbolizing the end of an era of
Both Gleeson and Webb died in 1870,
rivals on both the District
personal and social conflict. They had been
served
in turn as Chairman and
Council and the Corporation, both having
clashed in public, in the press and in the
as Mayor. They had frequently
peaceful years, and despite an
law courts. The 1870s were to be more Corporation, the decade was
interesting division on religious lines in the
for a railway.
one of prosperity and of unity of support
the appointment of the first
In the early 1870s the town elite split over
the
need for a 'fit and proper
Public School teacher. All were agreed oneducation'.37 The argument was
teacher' to provide a good 'middle class
basically a sectarian split
couched in terms of teaching ability, but was
The Clare Corporation
between the Church of England the the Methodists.
outvoted.
had to make the final decision and the Methodists were
Methodists numerically came a
It is interesting to note that in 1871 the
Church of England and Roman
poor third to the members of thethere
was one more Methodist than
Catholics in Clare, whereas in 1901
the Catholics came third. The
there were Anglicans, and numerically quite high, being double the
proportion of Catholics in Clare was
settlers probably attracted
colonial average, with Irish, Polish and German
at Sevenhills. A number of the
by the proximity of the Jesuit College
from Cornwall to Burra, then to the
leading Methodists in Clare had come
the gold rushes. Few Catholics
Clare district after going to Victoria for century Clare, these positions
held positions of importance in nineteenth of England, Methodists and
of the Church
being dominated by membersHowever
the first and the last local members
Presbyterians, in that order.
century were a Catholic of
of parliament from Clare in the nineteenth
Catholic of Irish descent, Peter Paul
Irish birth, William Lennon, and a
Gillen.
is now
to 'social notes' which
The Northern Argus rarely gave any space
of people
in
the
social
status
unfortunate for the researcher interested
found in 1871. The Northern Argus
in Clare. The explanation can be
in February, 1867; it has served
had been founded by H.H. Tilbrook
ever since. From May,
Clare, and been owned by the Tilbrook family
Guardian
was published in
1871 to January, 1872 a rival paper called the
South Australian political radical.
Clare by Ebenezer Ward, a well known
in
in
the
Northern
Argus of a District Ball
After a very detailed report
and
of
dances,
of
those
present
August, 1871, including accounts of the in the Guardian:
the women's dresses, the following appeared
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Ladies Dresses We have been asked why we didn't send our Jenkins to the
Clare Ball. We can only reply that we don't keep such an animal, nor do we

intend to. And if we thought it necessary to do so, we should certainly
either chain him up or endeavor to teach him better manners than to combine
the curiosity of a Paul Pry with the vulgarity of a Jem Baggs. Snobbishness of
the kind referred to is one of the abuses to which even the honourable profession of "the press" is sometimes exposed.ss

The editor of the Northern Argus, helpless against the Guardian's
sarcasm, self- righteousness and the accusations of 'vulgarity', could only
bitterly attack the Guardian's editor for copying news from his paper
without acknowledgement. From henceforth, understandably, hardly a
useful bit of personal detail emerged from any of the social reports.
The 1870s were prosperous years for CIare, when the population reached

its peak of 1,132 people, and business was good, as illustrated by the

rebuilding of the two banks. The new E.S. and A. Bank building,
constructed in 1877, was a 'handsome building' costing £ 4,000, and in

1880, the new building for The National Bank was begun. Mr. J.G.
Ramsay's foundry employed 40 men in 1872, yet by 1879 all were discharged because of poor seasons for the farmers. There was to be a revival

of trade in the early 1880s, but was not to last for long. The people of
Clare were united in their demand for a railway, which they felt would
solve all their economic problems. Despite their constant agitation from the
1870s the railway did not reach Clare until 1917.
The 1880s were less prosperous, with the highest number of insolvencies

for the century, growing unemployment, and people leaving Clare. A
Vigilance Committee of leading citizens was set up to encourage new
industries and crops and to agitate for a railway. The Clare Fruit Preserving Company was founded in 1881 by leading citizens interested in
providing employment and in encouraging the fruit growing industry. The
company failed, as did other fruit preserving companies, because of the
continued commercial depression in South Australia, the glut of fruit on

the home market, and the inability to find adequate export markets.
Although tinned goods from Clare had been sent to London and India,
where their good quality was approved, their prices were not competitive.

In the 1880s there was a flush of mining interest in Clare in the hope
that mineral finds would be the answer to the depression conditions in
the district. In February, 1888 the Northern Argus reported that everyone
was searching for silver and minerals.39 Unfortunately, gold, silver and
copper were not found in any payable quantities.

The town looked for leadership in this time of depression. The leading
men accepted the responsibility thrust upon them not only by attempting

to set up industries, but also by trying to improve working and living
conditions in Clare. An Early Closing Association, formed by employees
hoping for a Wednesday half holiday, enlisted the help of the elite. At a
well- attended meeting in June, 1886 it was decided:

c
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Bright
(Mr. J. Christison JP) and Messrs. T.R. wait on
that his Worship the Mayor
be
respectfully
asked
to
JP
JP, J.W.D. Bain MD, and William Kellythem.4°

the employers and put the subject before

i

following month an advertiseThe above gentlemen agreed, and in the
that the Wednesday half holiday
ment in the Northern Argus announced
Argus gave due praise to the
would begin on 4 August. The Northern accomplished this result.41
'leading and influential gentlemen' who had
the leading men of Clare
Another example of the demands placed on
June, 1886 a public meeting was called
was seen at the same time. On 30
Clare. This meeting showed that
about the problem of unemployment in be incapable of doing anything
the unemployed believed themselves tosought the help of the leading men
about the problem and therefore they
done. A request from the
who were more capable of getting something had been sent to Mayor
Clare
leading business and professional men of spokesman
for the unemployed
meeting, and the

Christison to call the

said at the meeting:
requisition could advocate their
He thought that those who had signed the
claims better than the working men themselves.42

-four names of the unemployed
Mr. Christison sent a list of the fifty He
approached the Commissioner
to E.W. Hawker, Clare's local Member.
at Wirrabarra Forest and at
of Crown Lands who offered some jobs
free rail passes there. How many
other northern areas and eventually some
took advantage of this offer is unknown.
more for Clare in the nineteenth
One individual leading citizen didJohn
William Devereaux Bain, and
century than any other. He was Dr.
facilities
for the young people at
he set out to provide healthy recreation having been lucky in Broken Hill
Clare at a time when he was affluent,
depressed. In the 1880s he
mining speculation at a time when Clare was
swimming
bath, a skating rink
provided, at his own expense, an indoorClare people. These were fully
and a gymnasium for the benefit of
Northern Argus columns
appreciated by the people of Clare, and the
frequently rang with his praises.
getting Clare men into
In the 1880s there was a revival of interest in
elected during this
the House of Assembly, and three local men weresolicitor and lived in
a
period. E.W. Hawker, son of G.C. Hawker, wasbecause
he was born at
be
a
`local'
man
Adelaide, but he claimed to
He
was
elected
in April, 1884.
'Bungaree' and was interested in the district.
gardener,
was
elected in
Charles Kimber, retired miller and successful
storekeeper,
Roman Catholic
April, 1887; and Peter Paul Gillen, a young
Hawker has resigned to go to Europe
June,
1889
after
E.W.
was elected in
to study metallurgy.
his failings.
by opponents for both
Each won election but each was criticised and
highly
a
squatter,
Hawker was criticised for being a lawyer
farmers
for
exploiting
the
'undesirable' occupations. Kimber was criticised
by his high prices for flour.
by his low prices for wheat, and the workers
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judged on its CorporaThe mill was the most valuable building in Clare,for being too young (he
tion assessment. Peter Paul Gillen was criticised
opposition,
was only 30) and for being a Catholic. He had strong Methodist
Commissioner of
He
went
on
to
become
although he was a teetotaller.
He was popular,
Crown Lands in the Charles C. Kingston government.
future,
but he died in
able and honest and was predicted to have a great
1896 at a Cabinet meeting; he was only 36.
and religious
In the 1880s the town was divided over temperance
temper
opposition
to
Matthew
Burnett's
issues. In 1881 there was strong
in
Clare,
'that
no
said,
before
he
arrived
ance\.campaign. Burnett had
campaign) more than the
needed
it
(i.e.
a
temperance
place in the North
disrupted by a publican
town in question'.4s A torchlight procession wasit and by a Mr. McMahon
attempting to drive his horse and cart through
band'." Meetings were
blowing 'his bagpipes lustily in opposition to the that there was a conthere
seems
no
doubt
interrupted by abuse, and

The local Members of Parliament, Gillen, until his death in 1896, and
Hawker again, until his defeat in 1896, were seen to be more active in the
district, convening meetings and encouraging new industries. Gillen, as
Commissioner for Lands, was instrumental in the creation of the 'working
men's blocks' around Clare and in other parts of South Australia. After
1896 there was to be no 'Clare' man in politics, despite Christison's
attempt to gain election in 1899.
A branch of the Agricultural Bureau was set up in 1891. Membership
was small and by invitation. Members had to be approved by the Central
Bureau and had to be land - owners. They were seen as members of an elite,

and there were a number of complaints that they didn't publish their
discussions for 'their more unfortunate brethren outside the inner circle':"
The Editor of the Northern Argus during this period, R.H. Tilbrook,
must be given credit for his cheerful confidence in Clare's future, and for
his continued encouragement of greater co- operation and more enterprise
to be shown by the people of Clare. He believed that the elite should give
leadership, and they seemed to believe so too. He made frequent complaints about the farmers who were not active enough and did not show
enough initiative but who waited for the townspeople to show the way.
A number of business enterprises were set up by leading townsmen. Dr.
Bain set up a dairy factory in 1894, which he financed himself and which
encouraged the dairy industry in the area. The Northern Argus applauded

parties, many with
spiracy among the publicans and other interested hectic three weeks
Irish names, to disrupt the campaign. However, after a
45

the pledge
in Clare, Burnett had obtained 450 signatures for
to the Salvation Army
Then in 1884 there was very strong opposition
The
officers and members
whose missionaries made their first appearance.
and
antagonism; eggs
of the Salvation Army faced constant harassmentthe roof of their meeting
marching,
rocks
thrown
on
thrown at them when
meetings. This
place, disruption of their sleep and of their outdoor
of
motives.
There was
hostility seems to have resulted from a number
Class hostility was
intolerance
and
prejudice.
hostility based on religious
from the lower socioshown because the Salvation Army drew its convertsfrequent marches, and
economic group in Clare. Also its outdoor meetings,
educated and more respectable
amateur musicians irritated the better
hostility,
as
seen previously during Burnett's
townspeople. Anti- temperance
leaders were not Clare
visit, resurfaced. As the early Salvation Army
hostility against those outpeople, there was a measure of xenophobicpeaceful
pattern of life. It is
siders who seemed to many to be spoiling a
1881 there were no
interesting to note that census figures show that in that in 1891 there
members of the Salvation Army in Clare or district,
the district, and that by 1901 there
were sixteen in Clare and twelve in district. Despite their small numbers
were only six in Clare and four in the
they caused a great deal of agitation in Clare in the 1880s.

his efforts:
It is fortunate we have in our midst men of means who are ever ready to take

the lead in industrial pursuits, and stir up the apathetic by affording them
substantial help and encouragement.47

The Stanley Wine Company was set up in the old Jam Factory building
in 1894 by four leading men, Mr. Christison JP (brewer), Dr. Otto Wien
Smith JP, Mr. Magnus Badger JP (solicitor) and Mr. J.H. Knappstein
(agent and vigneron). The Company had been established to solve the

problem of what to do with the products of the increasing number of
vineyards in the Clare district, and at the October, 1896 Adelaide Wine
Show it won first and second prizes for a light red of 1896 vintage. Many
leading townsmen themselves planted vines; for example, Christison,
Knappstein, Dr. Bain, Charles Kimber and sons, and R.E.H. Hope, son
of John Hope and brother -in -law of Christison.

Northern Argus cut
The 1890s were also years of depression. The
declined, and a
edition
a
week,
the
population
back from two to only one
Western
Australia. This
number of people went to seek their fortunes in

The same men led not only the economic enterprises of the town, but
also in other ways. Illustrations of this include the celebrations of Queen
Victoria's Golden and Diamond Jubilees in 1887 and 1897 for which great

elite to show their
economic decline gave the opportunity for the new Clare
tried
to
improve things
initiative. The respected leaders were those who
public
meetings
and in the
for Clare, and the general feeling shown at

banquets for the poor and for the children were organized. From the
Golden Jubilee came the money for the Clare Benevolent Society, which
handed out food, firewood and clothing to the poor of Clare in the period
between 1887 and 1897. The proceeds left after 1897 were given to the
Corporation to buy the Oval.

town leaders had a rescolumns of the Northern Argus was that the
district
in years of economic
ponsibility to help Clare and its surrounding
depression.
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and
The century ended with the elite leading the loyal people ofinClare
the Boer
Australian
and
British
involvement
district in support of South
crowd of 3,000
War. £ 237.12.9 was collected for the Bushman s Fund, aby leading men,
celebrated British victories with a procession and speeches
end of the war. When
and a great Peace Demonstration was held at the
South
Africa
his
letters
were published in
Canon R.B. Webb's son went to
on his return.
the Northern Argus and he was given an official welcome
united
the town and
The great patriotism stirred by the Boer War had
achieved
of
the
town
elite
to
an
extent
never
district under the leadership
before.

by men with
In the 1840s and 1850s the town had been dominated
leaders
and small
antagonism
of
the
town
pastoral interests, and the
the
'squatters'
was
tangible.
Gradually
farmers towards the pastoralists or
economic
landed individuals left the scene in person, although their took the
strength remained, and more immediate local issues of survival
unequal distribution
place of the earlier larger ones based on a belief in the
in land, status, and power.

In the 1890s the town was run by an educated, financially successful
of whom were Justices of the Peace and had had their

group of men, most
Committee, the Agricultural
turn as Mayor. They dominated the Institute
which pushed the
and Horticultural Society, and the economic enterprises
the
town
itself, as they
town forward. Many of them had interests outside
and other
orchards
and
vines.
The
farmers
had bought land and planted
leadership.
There
townspeople seemed generally contented to follow their
best
than
conflict
produced
the
was agreement that co- operation rather
and
district
of
Clare.
results for the interests of the town
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and the age of popular seaside resorts. Eight hours at Brighton could be
spent by excursionists from London, or at Blackpool by those in the North,
or a dozen other newly established watering - places. Well accustomed to

the idea, Adelaide's colonists of the 1840s and 1850s rapidly adapted it
to their new setting. With seaside and hills close by, and holding tentative
rights to a few days' pleasure annually, beyond the fifty -two sober holidays

PICNICS IN THE HILLS
Elizabeth Warburton
to be swallowed up
It has been said that if a company of Englishmen were
the debris and have a
would
meet
next
day
among
by an earthquake, they
In similar circumstances the South
public dinner to celebrate the event.
after
they
could find elbow room for it,
Australians would have a picnic
and if not, they would console themselves with a tea meeting.

reporting as usual on
So wrote the Adelaide Observer in January, 1866,
city
during
the Christmas/
the crop of festivities held in and around the
endured heat and
Some
families
habitually
New Year holiday season.
that 'the Semadomestic ennui at home but most took to the open air, so the coast; the
on
phore, Henley Beach, Glenelg, Brighton and Marino places
in the hills
Waterfall Gully, the Fourth Creek and other favorite
gatherings.'
were the scenes of numberless social and merry
and the geological
By an ingenious arrangement between Colonel LightLofty hills on their
gullies
pierce
the
Mount
forces of Nature, sizeable
formed by a succession of creeks
western side, some of these having been
creeks Second to
named Brownhill, Greenhill (or First Creek), and
the Montacute
Fifth; from Burnside through Magill to Athelstone below
picnickers,
mentioned
Gorge. To these gullies and hillsides the numberless
had
easy
access.
each year in the Adelaide press,
came into
The pique - nique, according to the Oxford English .Dictionary,
but
not for
foreign custom,
the language about 1748 in reference to a English
institution.
Published
as an
fifty years afterwards did it appear
exposé in our literature of the hazards
1816,
the
most
famous
as early as
one;2 Jane Austen's ill- assorted company of
of pic- nicking discouraged no
nerves to breaking
pleasure- seekers at Box Hill might fret one another's In England, where
point for all the heed taken by the rest of the world. rampant, at first
ran
the environment exactly suited it, the social exotic
novelty; then through the
within the upper class, leisured and looking for permissible relaxation
middle- classes, convention -bound and in need of
and before long, it entered the
or innocent recreation, as they called it;
lives of the wage- earners.3
intermittently released
As England's cities grew and stank, a horde was then came the railway
into the near countryside for a day's refreshment;
Mrs. Warburton is the author of several studies of the Adelaide district

and is now working on a history of Burnside.

sanctioned by the working pattern of the Lord, they quickly formed the
pic -nic habit. The first ever, according to one source, took place on the

Torrens River near Walkerville, reached by a road strewn with tree
stumps and ruts .4

The essential idea of the original pic -nic, that each member of the party

contribute food to be enjoyed in common, removed the need for a host
wealthy enough to provide festive cheer for all, and it made possible a
varied and abundant feast previously known only at the formal boards of
the rich. Now, on this early BYO system, a sumptuous meal could be laid
out on a white tablecloth placed on green sward or, with less certain
pleasure in the eating, on the gritty sands. In making this choice, as in
all else, the Adelaide population divided largely on class lines; into those
who liked the crowds and raucousness at the beach 'not the elite, but
bone and sinew people 5 and those who preferred the greater seclusion
and exclusion of hills and gullies in the Mount Lofty Ranges. The cult of
the picturesque, filtering down through the ranks, lent sentimental
strength to the latter choice, as did the practicality that higher elevations
are cooler in summer than a broiling South Australian beach.
A letter to the Register of 15 February, 1850 touches on some of these

points. Omitting the most excruciating of its reflections, the following
essence remains:
Among the picturesque scenes which I have lately visited, are the hills and
valleys of the Fifth - creek. This creek, being both sublime and beautiful, is

sure to delight everybody but the glutton and the drunkard...and would
be a most recreative occasional resort from the dust and dirt of the town to
the wild magnificence of Nature. Does any young lady or aspiring youth ask
how a pic -nic is to be got up? Their seniors will tell them: just like any other
party, only each carries something towards the general stock, from which on
the turn out, each helps himself or his cherished friend. The animated conversation, the glee, the song, or the laugh of innocence are not incompatible
with decorum or with virtue. We hear them now as mountain echoes of a far
country, from the 'kyaance coves' of Old England...
But the picnickian will want my instructions and to him I say, walk or ride
past the Maid & Magpie to the World's End Inn (Magill). Inquire, and if you

can afford it, have a guide: proceed to and along the valley of the Fifth

creek (Montacute) up to the chasm, as the sides of the contiguous mountains
are very precipitous, but clothed withal, except where rocks rise on rocks,
where others have dashed them. There plants, shrubs, and beautiful blossoms
and odoriferous scents will charm the eyes and the olfactories. A climb to

one of the mountains near the chasm will inspire the sublimity of soul
arising from the view...

Signed, Alfred T.J. Martin.

Very soon, the idea of the small party attaching itself to a crowd was
turned around and transformed into something else. It was found that a
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linendrapers and friends met at 9 a.m. outside the Adelaide Shades hotel

group of people with some common tie could band together for a picnic,
contributing not food to the general store but money, so that transport,
feast and entertainment might be organized on behalf of all. The first to
put this notion into effect were white -collar workers; 'The linendrapers'
assistants of Adelaide have achieved a great feat', declared the Observer
of 12 November, 1859. 'They have shown that it is practicable for society

in King William Street. The Observer describes the scene:
Here a large number of omnibuses and other vehicles from Rounsevells well known horse and carriage repository were in waiting, and by half -past 9 the whole,

with their living freight of smiling and happy face's, were "off to the hills ".
The line of carriages, as they dashed along through the streets with Schrader s
band playing and gay banners flying, had quite an imposing effect.

in the aggregate as well as individuals to realise the good old Scotch

More than an hour later and nearly seven miles out, they reached their
destination and rapidly set the stage for the day's entertainment. George
Aldridge, landlord of the Shades, was fairly new to the hotel business,
but he so proved his ability to supply an abundance of food and drink
that until the time of his death fifteen years later, he was the favourite
Adelaide caterer for mass picnics, forethought being his (or his wife's)

adage, " 'tis good to be merry and wise ".'
Several hundred linendrapers and friends (estimated variously at 300,700,

and more) enjoyed a highly successful day at the Fourth Creek on land
owned then by the Hon. John Baker of Morialta, and now by the State,
within the Morialta Conservation Park. It was an event made possible

watchword. Fun and frolic were not left to chance, either :6
The variety of the amusement was such as to meet the taste of everyone
present. Foremost...a prearranged match of cricket between eleven of the
'wholesales' and eleven of the 'retails'. Both sides could boast of some very

on that date by the recent addition of a holiday granted to public -

servants and bank officers and, less certainly, to employees of private
firms. Previously in mid -year there had been Good Friday and Easter
Monday holidays, the former held mainly as a religious commemoration;
and the Queen's Birthday on 24 May, dominated by official ceremonies
like the Governor's Levee and Ball, with a bread and beefsteak luncheon
for the Aboriginal people. Now, Her Majesty having produced an heir to
the throne on the conveniently- spaced date of 10 November, Adelaideans

good players at this noble game. In addition, other matches were extemporized

during the day. Nor was that all. Here might be seen, beneath the over-

hanging branches of some high umbrageous gum- trees, a circle of lads and
lasses engaged in the innocent amusement known in merry England as 'dropping
the handkerchief . In a somewhat more open space, another score or two were

waltzing to the cheerful tunes played by the band. Then, again, there were
going on in other parts of the section the games of rounds, blindman's -buff,
and football. Swings were provided and suspended from the trees; nor were

were permitted an annual celebration of the royal accomplishment.
Even to witness one of these picnic cavalcades made a big day for the

onlooker. On this occasion an advance party of about two hundred

even the battledore and shuttle -cock nor the skipping ropes wanting.

Hack - racing too, and foot racing roused excitement. Then came the
climax of the day, an unforgettable sight viewed even from this distance
in time:
At about 4 o'clock a proposal was made for an excursion further into the
hills, when lot in a few minutes the great body of the company were seen
threading their way along the sinuosities of the creek, preceded by the band
the majority being desirous, if possible, of reaching the waterfall. The time,
however, would not allow of this, the distance being more than a mile, and
the track leading to it very steep and rugged. At the end of about half a mile
the whole party halted, and was soon seated in a hollow of the ravine, in the
deep shadow of the surrounding hills. The spot itself is extremely picturesque;

and with the company, which now enhanced by their presence its native
charms, a scene was presented which a poet would have delighted to have
extolled in verse, or a painter to have transferred to his canvas.
It was here that the company appeared fully to realize the pleasures they were

seeking. Here the National Anthem was sung in full chorus, and for the first
time the overhanging hills were made to reverberate the united and repeated
cheers of assembled hundreds in honour of "Our Gracious Queen."
'Twas here they sang the merry song,
Nor thought of care or woe,
As we did when we went gipsying
A long time ago.
E

SOME PEOPLE DO FOR PLEASURE WHAT THEY WOULD NOT DO FOR PAY.
Jehu "Plenty of room, mum. The tighter yé re packed, the less fear of a haccident!"

At length the signal for return was given. The party reluctantly descended
to the tents, and subsequently returned to Adelaide, where they arrived about
half -past 7 o'clock. ..Many a hope was expressed that the fete would become
an anniversary gathering, and there were those who even breathed a wish that
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Her Majesty had given birth to half a dozen Princes of Wales, so that the
picnic might recur every alternate month.

a few weeks another
So infectious was the drapers' success that within
somewhat different twist
spot,
this
time
with
a
party came to the same
obligations, building
to the organization. Thinking ahead to family
'threw out the idea
tradesmen employed by the firm of English and Brown
for
all the employes
that it would be both interesting and economical
holidays'. They estimated
picnic
during
the
Christmas
to join in one grand
adult and two and sixpence
that by contributing five shillings for each
and
other necessaries. But
per child, they could pay for transport untilthe
the
employers heard of it
not so, and the idea looked like failing,

it might be. Thus
and offered to meet the rest of the cost, whatever
picnic, but a variation of
further
adaptation
of
the
emerged not only a
in an early

another old English custom, one that was evoked nostalgically
it recalled old -time
number of the Register (27 December, 1843), when
rich
and
poor,
humble and lofty,
Christmases, with 'masters and servants,
of Adelaide businessmen
all mingling together without restraint'. Numbers
their employees once a year
old
-style
custom
of
treating
were adopting the
families and the
to a festive dinner at an inn; but this extension toand employees took
different.
Other
employers
outdoors was something
halcyon regions where the
up the trades -picnic area, moving en masse to
the
prospect
picturesque. The
and
gum trees were always umbrageous
three, but for
thanks
with
a
three
times
employees ate, drank and gave
they could pay
advance
the
time
when
the rest of the year schemed to
heartfelt celebration
for their picnic entirely and make Labor Day the most
of the year.
those expert
Next came a great and continuing burst of activity from picnics
from
organizers, the nineteenth- century churches. Sunday school some gentlestaged,
very
often
in
a
paddock
on
every denomination were
villa residence.
man's estate in the foothills or on the lawns of a spacious religious bodies
of
And not only the children were so treated. A variety in
their half -aware
for
young
adults,
acting
organized picnic tea parties
the pleasant
agencies.
Take,
for
example,
fashion as effective marriage
'numerous
parties
possessing
a one-horse
Christmas Day of 1867, when
later by
shay' drove out early to Brownhill Creek, to be submerged
who
made
the
members and friends of the Archer street Wesleyan choir
hills
and
'scrambles
about
the
dusty drive in omnibuses. In their
tangles, each
rambles by the brook, very often amidst brambles and
quiet twos dotting
the
sterner
sex,
while
many
lady had a guardian of
betokened that there was
the hillsides and sides of the creek
than recreation of
something far more congenial in a tête -á -tête dialogue
other kinds'.
Adelaide Wesleyan
A larger party of the previous year took the South
the
favourite
spot
of all, at Fourth
Mutual Improvement Association to
Mr.
Henry Hill's
seven of
Creek. That day, they 'completely crammedW.
King,
each
of
which was
vans and another large one belonging to Mr.
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drawn by four horses...also a large number of private vehicles...A very
pleasant hour's ride brought them to the Hon. Mr. Baker's section...
Many proceeded along the gully to the Waterfall, and there sat beneath
the cool overhanging rocks and sang a number of hymns'.? On the picnic
ground itself (exactly the same. as is used today) several parties installed
themselves. 'Flags were flying in all directions and the variegated colored

dresses of the ladies gave the scene quite an animated appearance. Games
were got up...whilst others with ladies engaged in 'Twos and Threes'
and several other amusements'. The Christian Disciples picnicked nearby,

'among whom we noticed Mr. H.S. Earl, B.A., and Hon. T. Magarey
and Mr. P. Santo, M.P.'.8 Soon afterwards came the North Adelaide
Young Men's Biblical Society, and no doubt many another unrecorded
group, to play games, sing songs and enjoy 'the mild and romantic
scenery of the gully' .8

The main line of the Third Creek was another popular resort, though
it was more for the family than for the young peoples' organized party
which required flat land for games and races. By their smallness and
private nature, these individual picnics seldom were reported in the
press, except for general references each year to their presence among
'the shaded glens of our glorious hills'; but in 1870 a correspondent
wrote to the Register (31 December) in terms that probably could
stand for several dozen Christmases alongside Third Creek. Providing
a route for bullock wagons and horse drays the gully of Third Creek
was different from the others mentioned here, the traveller being provided
with two half -way inns and another at Norton Summit, besides the World's

End and the East Torrens Hotel at the Magill entrance. It was a sturdy

conception of the enjoyment to be found so close to Adelaide... Under a

magnificent willow tree, by which runs a cooling stream, and which, besides
its deep shade, has the peculiar recommendation...of having its base 800 feet
above the level of the sea, groups of families from grandmother down to the
infant...were at loaded tables erected for the purpose...It seemed a wonder
that the result of so much labour and skill as this picturesque garden displays
should have been so generously thrown open by the proprietor for the enjoyment of the visitors. Many young lads wantonly picked unripe fruit in sheer
waste...

As the evening grew cooler, careful maternais and those in authority began
thinking of home, and as the shades drew in, Adelaide, like a careful old
hen, seemed to call her brood of excursionists from these retreats to their
accustomed repose under her heated wing. So ended a merry day spent in
the hills.

A description of Baier's Coffee Gardens, written by Lucy Maymon
Hines, was written for the Chronicle of 29 April, 1937. Her dates do
not quite accord with Council records and memorialized land transfers,
but as her father, Septimus Pizey, bought the property in 1874 and she
spent her girlhood there, a few dates are of no importance compared
with the authentic word picture she gives. It was a lovely place, she wrote,
where before their occupancy 'one could buy delicious coffee and rusks for

6d; or order dinner to be served in an upstairs room, where pink
Cupids wreathed in roses and blue sashes sported on the ceiling, and
wistaria shed a purple glow over the table'. Elms, oaks and poplars
shaded the terraced gardens, and, she continued, 'through a little wicket
gate across a creek one came to a reserve set with tables and benches
under the shade of a willow. The creek ran into a pond, surrounded by arum

wagoner who could pass by these obstacles that lay along all of Adelaide's
main exits and entrances, but picnic vehicles, armed with mothers and
children, were more likely to reach their destination without hitch.
This is what the Register's correspondent saw on Christmas Day, 1870:

lilies and roses, then poured over a little waterfall out over the road'.

Early on Monday morning it was evident that the maelstrom of population was
letting off some of her eddies, groups of carts, traps, carriages, and four wheelers having found their way beyond the heated plains of Magill into the
shady gullies and breezy hillsides between there and Morialta. At least 300
people must have visited this neighbourhood in the course of the day. Baler's

up to the happy pair in brown earthenware crocks or they could dine

Gardens is the first place of public recreation on the road to Morialta, and
its delicious shades were at an early hour thronged with groups of pleasure hunters, who with vehicles well laden with every delicacy had determined to
halt at the inviting spot. Others pushed on to the Rock Tavern on the
opposite side of the road, where the holiday -maker was equally welcome to
partake of the shade of the luxuriant garden adjoining the house; whilst some,
saw
who either had paid for their conveyances by the day, and therefore
horses, or
some excuse probably for exacting the last pull out of their hired
preferred going further. ascended the hill as far as Morialta, and turned out
for their refreshment whenever a shady nook offered an invitation to spread
the ample tablecloth and the appetizing viands...
At Baier's Garden, mixing with the groups of excursionists, one was forcibly
reminded of pleasurable places of resort so commonly found on the Continent,
but seldom here...Those who have not visited this romantic spot can form no

Herr Baier 'covered arbors with honeysuckle in all parts of the garden...
while climbing roses, wistaria, lilac and laburnum rioted everywhere'.

This was not a coffee garden only. 'In a two - roomed cottage high up
in the garden Honeymoon Cottage was very popular. Meals were carried
in the cupid and rose frescoed dining- room'. In 1858, she says, Herr Baier
added a bar and renamed the place Sanitarium Hotel. All went well under
family management, but in 1870 they determined to retire in Germany.

Despite the beauty and commercial value of the gardens, they were
hard to sell, not finding a buyer until Mr. Pizey made an offer in 1874.
At his sale of furniture and equipment, Frederick Baier offered not only
the usual stock of household and bar but a speaking item `the whole of
the cabinetmaker's tools, cabinetmaker's bench (German), and an immense
lot of other useful tools too numerous to mention'.

The wreck of the old carefully- wrought garden and stone house,
stables, coach house and 'very substantial two - roomed cottage' may still

be seen on the Old Norton Summit Road just above the creek as it
crosses the road. The Rock Tavern opposite has fared better, standing
firmly yet, and occupied by private families. Of the three hotels only the
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1874, it has
last- built, at Norton Summit, remains as a hotel; founded in
-roads
to
keep
it
going
in the days
had the help of a position at a cross
the half -way
no
longer
sustain
when picnic- parties and honeymooners
hotels of Third Creek.

Waterfall Gully also acquired a German -owned hotel, but not until
at
1883. In that year Wilhelm and Auguste Mugge, market - gardeners
coloured
the waterfall -end of the gully for thirty years, built a cream
residence) for which
stone hotel (later doubled in size, and now a private
publican's
licence.
Perhaps it was the
their son Hermann obtained a
difficulty of traversing Waterfall Gully that delayed such a development;
until this time the road was very rough and narrow, and was crossed
several times by the creek. Nevertheless, as Francis Clark of Hazelwood
a cart and
testifies in a letter of 1851, it was even then possible to takeconsiderable
that
the
adventurous
in
horse into it, and there is no doubt
numbers visited the falls. 'Waterfall Gully', wrote Francis Clark, is the
and I anticipate
most picturesque place for a picnic that I ever visited
it'.
Without
an
available piece
visits
to
much pleasure from frequent
big
organized
picnic
parties,
but its high
of flat ground it did not attract
country about the falls had the same claim for Government acquisition
as that of Fourth Creek; and in fact these two state parks were officially
opened to the public at almost the same time, shortly before the First
World War.

we must say
Now, in the manner of the old Fitzpatrick travelogues,saluting
as we
and
ever
beautiful
hills',
farewell to Adelaide's 'ever -new
them
and
who
go, the sportive lads and lasses who once dallied among
full
of
Moody
&
Sankey
hymns
and
a
roused the echoes with the strains
chorus of God Save the Queen!

George Fife Angas:

On Mining Operations
Rob Linn

From the earliest days of the colony of South Australia some men had
visions of the land yielding tremendous rewards, not from the soil, but
rather from its hidden mineral wealth. The German geologist, Mengel,
had revealed the possibility of such extensive finds, but the depressed
state of the colony's economy in the early 1840's and the fact that the
majority of the settlers looked to the land for food and for an income
from agricultural or pastoral concerns inhibited early attempts to embark
upon exploitation of these deposits.
In 1843, however, due to a combination of amateur geological knowledge

and good luck, some exciting mineral deposits were discovered, most
notably the Kapunda Mines2. These finds whetted the appetite of British
investors and had them dreaming of an ore -rich colony. Mining fast
became the talk of Adelaide:
Nothing was, or is now more talked of, but copper or lead; hot days or cold
days, early or late, people were to be met with amongst the hills, searching
for mines far and near, almost bent double under the weight of massive
hammers, and bags of stones, and most unmercifully were the poor rocks
knocked about.3
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Unlike the majority of British investors in South Australia, George Fife
Angas seemed to be unmoved by this rush of interest in mining. Angas,
from Newcastle -on -Tyne, had inherited a successful coach building
concern which under his guidance extended its interests to shipping and
colonial investments both in the Honduras and then South Australia. He
was a man of some standing amongst British capitalists; however, his
almost fanatical concern for the setting up and continued existence of
South Australia made him as many enemies as friends. His detractors
saw him as an interfering money - grubber whose actions in business and
whose personal dealings were motivated by an intense self-interest .4 His
supporters, on the other hand, saw him as a philanthropic zealot, concerned only with the welfare of others. He was to them a man of high
moral and religious ideals whose life was ruled by a total trust in God's
'providence'.

Rob Linn is working for a doctorate degree at the University of Adelaide.
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His biographer, Edwin Hodder,5 held the latter view of Angas and his

book was an attempt to emphasise Angas's philanthropic and moral
nature while he played down the man's hardheadedness in business
dealings. The only glimpse Hodder gives us of Angas's feelings towards
mining is in a letter George Fife wrote to his son, John Howard Angas,
on being offered a share in a copper-mine on the land of his son -in -law,
Henry Evans:
I duly appreciate this token of Henry's thoughtfulness and generosity, which
will not lose its reward; still I feel very far from being at ease in respect to that
discovery. It has proved the ruin of multitudes to discover a mine of that
sort; it excites in the mind the feeling of covetousness, and too often ends
in the ruin of the proprietor, of his soul or his fortune. If successful his
affections become chained to earthly things, and if adverse he is pierced
through with many sorrows...I charge you solemnly not to expend money in
mines, but if worth anything let them remain untouched until others see
their way to work them.6

Hence, the view evolved that Angas was opposed to speculative ventures,

and in particular mining? Later researchers have either carried on this
view intact or omitted to refer to Angas's business dealings in detail,
hence giving Hodder's argument credence, despite evidence to the contrary.
The reason that this view has remained credible for so long, however,

is not only due to Hodder. Rather the credit should also be given to the
Rev. Henry Hussey, whose own views on Angas were only too well
known ,5 and whose careful selection of documents from Angas's papers
and helpful comments on the nature of the man, became the core of
Hodder's work. Hodder, then, was more an editor of Hussey's research
rather than the author of the biography10 and therefore could only
reveal Angas in the way that Hussey wished him to be seen: upright,
moral, religious, and most importantly, devoid of interest in speculation.
So, then,. we come to three letters, 'On Mining Operations', which Hussey
chose to ignore in his quest to immortalise George Fife Angas.

Letter 1.
per "Templeton"
J.H. Angas Esq.
Angaston
My dear John,

On MiniugQperation

London
19 July, 1845

The "Australian Mining Co." of which I forward you a prospectus is
said to be making considerable progress, it is also given out that the
Directors have bought 20,000 acres to entitle them to a special survey for

£ 20,000. This will give the half of that for emigrations or rather will
allow the mining company to send out 4 adults free for every £ 1,000.
That will be a great benefit to the colony.
As William Jury is employed by another Compy., he ought to pay me

the £ 5 I lent him here, which you can ask him for. It is strange that
this man has been of use to other people in mining and yet has not
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been made of use to me by Mr. Forster'2 when I sent him abroad for
that very purpose. I do not know if his agreement is uncancelled, if so,
the Mining Co. which now has his services ought to pay me part of the
expenses incurred by me in sending him out and supporting him at a high
salary for doing nothing almost. Having written to my firm at Adelaide
by this ship about consignments. I shall not touch upon that póint here.
With respect to the Black Lead mine of which Mr. Forster brought home
a specimen from a section near to Mr. Randall's13 residence, I repeat my

caution on the danger of paying a high price for land where that
specimen was found, because the real black lead for making pencils is

found in small quantities and at great expense and hazard. In the
Keswick plumbago mine many thousands of pounds have been spent in
trying to find the vein which has been lost and now they are giving it
up in despair.
Still as there clearly is black lead near Randall's, either on his own land

or near it, and so long as black lead is found, it may be safely worked
and be given up when the vein is lost sight of. It might be well to join
Randall in it rather than take it alone, but probably the same article of
black lead will be found in my own lands from some indications of
specimens in my own hands brought by Capt. Poole,14 but I am not sure
of the spot from whence they were taken. As Mr. Croucher has filled the
heads of some people that 4Gs. /lb. will be got for black lead here, some
foolish ones may be wildly speculating in this black lead scheme, but do
not be led away with any high notion about it, and if you cannot get
the sections where the specimens that Forster brought home was got for

£ 200, or for Randall to buy half with you at £ 80 to £ 100 each,

you had better let the scheme alone altogether. Probably you might get
the common sort plumbago such as comes from India and sells for £ 12
per ton and even at that rate the section might do at that value.
On all occasions where you have influence I hope you will incline the
colonists to consign their wool, gum and ores to my house in London;
surely it is the least return they can make me for all the money and labour
I have spent establishing the Colony. We will do the business as well
and with as moderate terms as any House in London.
In all my arrangements in England for working the mines in my lands,

I will insist upon the returns coming through our house at Adelaide and
in London and the supplies to be got of us abroad. I here with send you
copies of my letters in relation to your employing the German Miners
under Capt. Eys.i5(sic) I hope you will be directed for the best in that
matter. It is important that you should not commit yourself to any

engagement with them beyond six months, so as to leave me here at
full liberty to make any engagement in England with any persons of
capital who will join me in working the minerals on any of my own lands.
In this I am making progress daily and hope before three months are over
to inform you of my success. In the meantime go on working out the copper

ore from my lands, or from the lands Henry Evans improperly got
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hold oí16 (which the law will oblige him to give up, as he can have no
title to them, as no consideration was given for them) and send the ore
to me in London or Liverpool. I will keep to myself all the ore brought
out up to the day the new company may take it off me and they will
pay me full value for all exertions etc. connected with the mine. To enable
you to go on, you can raise money in the ore consigned for sale to Angas,
Bevan & Co. to any extent beyond the £ 2,000 if you make the bills
payable to order and give the Bank orders to insure. You must keep in
with Mr. E. Stephens,17 for the Bank of Australasia will do nothing for
us henceforth. Also I send you a credit of £ 500 with which to purchase
any sections of land in the Barossa Ranges18 where you are sure there are
copper or lead ore to be obtained, but on this point I will address you in
another letter.
I am dear John,
Your affect. father,
Geo. Fife Angas.
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upon the report of Capt. Rodda and a clerk or keepers of accounts
whom you will have to appoint according to instructions from the Board
which Mr. Browne will forward you by the "Brittania ".
3. Thé next point was to have some person conversant with mining to
form with you and Capt. Rodda "a Board of Advice ". Now after much
thoughts Rundle and Brown suggested Mr. Shearman22 of Adelaide; ás
the control of the Funds will be in your hands, I thought this a capital

plan, because it will give the Directors a representative and take away from
you all painful responsibility, while Shearman's knowledge will help you

and Rodda to decide any difficult movements. To protect my property
and Lease, it was right that you should have power to advise, and to
protect the Co., they should have one to advise them.
If your report of the working of the wheal salter mine had been good I

could have recommended a very different course, but having led the

Shareholders into the formation of this new mining Co. upon the
specimens and reports Forster and Co. sent and gave us, I am bound in

justice and honour to help them out of their perplexity. Now it was
Letter 2.
per "Competitor"
J.H. Angas esq.,

On Mining

London
13 May, 1846

Angaston.
My dear John,

The unfavourable reports you have sent me about the working of our
mine in Salem Valley has thrown me into great perplexity, as it has come
to hand just as we had established the Barossa Mining Co., however I
think we shall work our way, under the blessing of Divine Providence,
somehow or other, and we must shape our course according to circumstances.

Your letters per "Sans Parcille" arrd. on the 11th and the same day the

Directors and Friends of the B. Mining Co. met at Mr. Josh Browne's
office, Bedford Place. Present, Messrs. Rundle & Matthews from Tavistock,

Mr. Brown, A. Smith,19 myself and two other Gentmn. of London. I
could not tell them that your reports did not bear out Forster's statements, for it mortified me exceedingly to show them the specimens of
copper sent home by Forster and Mr. Evans and to have your adverse

report, but I struck out such a course for the working of the Co. as would
meet such a disappointment.
1. The whole business of the Co.'s operations in mining will be conducted
by Capt. Rodda29 who with a dozen miners, including a carpenter and
blacksmith and their families (all under engagements with the Company)

will proceed to Adelaide per "Brittania" to leave Plymouth about the
end of May.

2. You are to sign all checks upon the So. Austn. Bankg. at Adelaide
where they will remit money for the working of their setts,21 be they
where they may be situated in the colony. These checks you only draw

thought to employ Forster as clerk or purser, but his foundation having
given way, none of the Directors named him and in fact I was afraid to
suggest it. If you and Shearman judged fit, there would be no objection

on the Director's part, to Forster's taking the accounts; but I do not
suppose as he is at Adelaide and the remuneration for it will be very small,

for a year or two, it would be worth his while, as they will have you to
be responsible for the funds they remit to Adelaide.

Therefore, You, Mr. Shearman and Capt. Rodda will constitute "the
Board of Advice" to deliberate on all measures and operations in the
Colony. Rodda to be the operator, you to keep the money, and Shearman
to correspond with the Directors in London on matters resulting from the
Board of Advice, while Rodda will report to them his own proceedings
direct. Knowing your engagements I have framed matters so as to relieve

you of all labours except a monthly meeting of the Bo. of Advice at
Angaston or where you please to hold it, at that time, or oftener. We
are all aware of Mr. Shearman's failings, but he will have no power to
do mischief and may do great good and to save your time and to keep
responsibility from your shoulders, this was the only course and plan that
suggested itself. I thought of Mr. Evans,23 but his health, heavy engagements and want of the knowledge of mining that Shearman has, rendered
his appointment unadvisable for the present.
4. The greatest perplexity is now to be met: viz. suppose there are no

minerals on the 4,000 acres and if no reasonable success attends their
explorations there, call a meeting of the Board of Advice and direct their
attention to any other part of my lands in the Barossa Range that is unsold,
which I will allow the Co. to work on the same terms as those of the Lease

of 4,000 acres. Then, if reasonable success does not follow on either of
the surveys there, (and in making investigations over our surveys you can
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get the advice of Menge, or such other persons as Mr. Shearman and
yourselves see fit), the Board of Advice may order Rodda and his people

to take setts elsewhere as he may be most likely to benefit the shareholders. In that case you need not trouble yourself with the dispute that
may arise between me, as Lord of the Manor, and the Barossa Mining Co.,

that may be settled here. But both you and I must in honour aid them
in all their operations be they on my lands or other peoples.
5.

You need not write to the Directors in England as Mr. Shearman

will do that, but you should inform me of what is going on until I advise
you that my way is clear for leaving England, which I do not doubt
will be made open.

Since the So. Austn. Co. have taken the 12,000 acres of land at or
near Mount Barker, Mr. Rundle, Brown & Matthews are anxious for the
Mining Co. to get a Lease of part of that. To this I have no objection,
providing my lands are fairly explored and justice is done me; if Capt.
Rodda removes to Mt. Barker and that succeeds, they may allow me to
keep my shares in the Co. still; free of advance, as a compensation for
6.

their not carrying out the full conditions of my Lease to them of the
4,000 acres at Salem Valley. Whether we get much or little from mining,

let us fear God, and do these people justice. Thus I have clearly laid
down my plans and principles of this matter and pray God to guide us
all in the undertaking.
I am greatly pleased and encouraged by the excellent report that I hear

of you from Stonehouse, Shearman to Rundle and all others! For this I
praise God! It comforts and sustains me most amazingly in all my tribuladons; only seek first and keep fast hold of the Kingdom of Heaven. Some-

day your parents and dear Willey may yet be permitted to strengthen
your hands.

The Mining Co. propose sending to the Adelaide So. A. Bank some
£ 10 or £ 1200 by the "Brittania" to start the Company and Capt. Rodda
will take out all supplies of mining, blacksmith and carpenter's tools,
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the land), because it would not do for me as Director of the So. A. Co. to
let them a Lease of lands at Mount Barker, while I am also a Director with

them who propose to take one, our So. A. Co. deed of settlement has
a clause to prevent it.
Now, my dear John, I have done my best in this mining affair and leave
the result without anxiety to the Guidance of Providence. I am pleased to
find your mind free from the mania that prevails for speculation in mines

in So. A., and but for the duty of developing the natural resources of
our own lands I would not have touched it, and as my shares in the Barossa
Co. cost me nothing, I have little risk.
I am my dear John,
Your own affectionate Father,
George Fife Angas.

Letter 3.
per "Competitor"
J.H. Angas esq.

On Mining

London
18 May, 1846

Angaston.
My dear John,

However desirous Messrs. Brown and Rundle may be of getting hold

of a part of the 12,000 acres of the So. A. Co. land in Mt. Barker,
nothing can be done in that matter before the annual meeting of the
Company in the end of June, and then perhaps they will not succeed,
because the So. A. Co. may choose to work the mine themselves: this they

can do if everyone of the shareholders consent. In this, also, I have a
voice!! Your plan will be to get Capt. Rodda and his men lodged in our

surveys, and if Menge is really worth anything get him up to throw light
upon the subject of exploring our lands. After all the trouble I have had

7.

in forming this Barossa Mining Co. it would be very hard to lose the

iron, gunpowder &c.

advantage it affords us of working the ores in our Surveys. The terms of
the Lease of the 4,000 acres for 21 years of the whole minerals, (say 50
sectns. of 80 acres each) except of gold, silver, precious stones, and

8.

Now as to erecting cottages for the workmen and families and house

for Capt. Rodda, the "Board of Advice" must decide what to do and
where to erect their locality. If your report of the mine at Salem Valley
had been good, then there would have been no difficulty, as you might
have begun at once and erected them near the mine. Perhaps wood
cottages, or tents, such as might be removed would be best, or would
your large tool shed at Turrawurta not do to shelter them, till you saw
what next to do? These are matters which it is not possible for us to
decide in London. The Directors are going to send out a few sets of
waggon wheels and axles to carry 2 tons of ore each, we suppose all the
cartwrights in the Colony will be employed otherwise.
9. I am at present a Director of the Barossa Mining Co. but I shall resign,

(in case such should be the case, but I think the So. A. Co. will work

plumbago or black lead, which will belong to me.

The Co. is to pay me £ 5 per acre for land taken by them, they may
quarry for use, but not for sale. They may take any land wanted for
buildings, roads or mining stuff and pay 10/ -per acre rent for the same.
What timber they may want for building or mining will have to be paid for
by them. They must not come near Farmsteads to injure them. All water
may be used but not to injure the supply of flocks or herds or inhabitants

supply. I reserve all quarrying of marble, stone &c. for sale, but the
Mining Co. should have what they want of stone or clay for buildings.
They pay me 1 /14th of all the ore that is raised copper, lead or other
metals and minerals. The Captain is to give us 14 days notice of making
division of the metals. They are bound at all times to keep 5 able miners at
work on the property and to erect a steam engine of competent power
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for working the mines in the most effectual manner during the Lease. A
plan of the workings I may demand at any time. If they abandon the Lease
12 months notice must be given me, all the erections, houses etc. must
in that case be given up to me, but the machinery may be sold.
You see then from these terms that it is really important to commence
the workings of the ores in our several surveys and if after due justice is

done to them you judge that it is of no use continuing on them you will
advise the "Board of Advice" to look out for other setts elsewhere in the
colony. In the meantime, at home, in July next, if the So. A. Co. will
consent to let a part of their lands at Mt. Barker to the Barossa Mining
Co. we may enlarge the Capital of our Co. which is now 600- £ 40 shares,

about 10 per ct. paid up, and undertake working at Mt. Barker also.
On all these matters I will keep you advised and study to keep you free from

having anything material to do with the mining operations; but until I
can be there myself I must make use of you as a confidential person in
relation to financial matters. All the produce of the mines of the Barossa
Mining Co. are to be shipped through our House at Adelaide and London.
I have had a long correspondence with Capt. Rodda about smelting ores,

which, as we have plenty of wood on our lands would be worthwhile
attempting if we can only get metals in the surveys. Perhaps other mines
further north might be willing to let us smelt their ores on our lands. No
blast is requisite, and Capt. Rodda only wants a sharp, steep hill diagonally
placed, up which to run a very long chimney to give him a good draft,
and he can get up smelting works upon a large scale for almost 7 to £ 800.
He will take a charcoal burner with him. The smelting works could be
erected near the Road to the Port, on part of our lands where wood was
not far distant, it would pay us admirably in time. But to begin with we
must get Capt. Rodda and his people located on our surveys.
I saw the copper ores discharging from the Burra -Burra Mine that came
per "Tayliane" it looked very fine quality. Probably you might find out
ores on the sections on the Rhine Station" 338 & 348. Nothing can be
more important to us than to develop minerals on our Surveys if such there
be. It would be of vast service to our Farmers and Villages. If, then, you
think minerals can be got in any part of the 7 Special Surveys, erect

cottages for the miners and a house for Rodda and his family. If Mr.
Henry Evans will exert himself to aid mining and any success should

attend it, he may be assured that I shall reward him and you for the service
when I reach the Colony.
Besides the "Barossa Mining Co." of which Mr. Browne of Bedford now
is secretary and solicitor, Mr. Page of Jeffrey Square is trying to raise a
Mining Co., Messrs. Bartlett & Beddome (now Beddome & Weir) are to
be the solicitors. Of this company I expect to be chairman & Trustee &
if it slid. go forward I hope to have some control over their affairs should .
I ever reach the colony of So. Aust. A. If the past 12 years of unrequited
labour which I have devoted to the Colony be not enough to satisfy the
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Colonists I am not in duty bound, I think, to give away more of my time,
but must now look to myself and my family.

The report from Capt. Rodda leads me to fear that he will not obtain
more than half the number of miners for the "Brittania" that we expected,
the Commissioners are so difficult to please if they have children.
I am my dear John,
Yours Truly,
Geo. Fife Angas.
P.S. Mr. Weedon and his family go out in the "Brittania", he is acquainted
with Book Keeping by a single entry & was several years in a Mahogany

& Timber yard in London. He is a Methodist. G.F.A.

From these letters it can be concluded that George Fife Angas was not
totally opposed to mining, as his biography maintained, although he was

critical of the speculation which followed in its wake. To a man in
Angas's position, where ready money was not a problem, speculation was
the folly of immoral, irreligious persons whose precepts maintained that
wealth and power were ends which justified the means of gaining them.

Yet Angas damned himself by this definition of speculation, for as a
capitalist he was not above gambling in a business or mining venture if
the odds were in his favour. F.S. Dutton commented:

Mr. George Fife Angas has had the good fortune to find a rich vein of
copper on part of his extensive estates in South Australia[and] has lately
formed a private company amongst his own friends, to whom he has leased
the mine and surrounding land on advantageous terms...25

But it may be doubted whether he sought the opinion of any other
Barossa Mining Company shareholder, for the terms offered were hardly
fair and generous as is implied. Rather, the conditions Angas proposed
were those of a man who wanted to have his cake and eat it too; to be
involved in mining speculation but to lose nothing by it. This example is
indicative of the inherent contradiction in Angas's character. For although,
as Pike stresses,26 Angas could see no distinction between his Christian
philanthropy and commercial transactions, there was a continual tug on
his emotions to serve either God or mammon.

It is also important to note that no matter how much Angas wanted
mining to benefit all the people of South Australia, he also felt that the
Colony owed him something for the work he had done on its behalf;
thus revealing his essential paternalism. This paternalism was further
enhanced by Angas's reference to himself as `the Lord of the Manor';27
giving rise to pictures of Antipodean serfs sending forth the produce of the
Lord's estates. Whether Angas was embittered and seeking remuneration
because of the financial embarrassment of Flaxman'sE9 land purchases

and the failure of other colonial investments" can only be guessed at;
however, he certainly considered his sufferings worthy of suitable acknowledgment.
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Future biographers of Angas are always going to be hampered by
the 'haze around (him)...that was almost a halo' ,30 created by Hussey
and Hodder. The legacy of George Fife Angas: Father and Founder of
South Australia, has been one which has hidden the man, rather than
revealed one of the most interesting and complex characters in South
Australian history. It can only be hoped that the diaries and papers

which Hussey sent to England in 1881 may someday be retrieved, and
then the real George Fife Angas may step forward.
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10. For information on Hussey's contribution to Hodder's books see, G.L. Fischer,

'Henry Hussey's 'History of South Australia',' South Australian, Vol. VIII,

No. 1, March 1969, pp.17 -24.

11. William Jury was the first mining captain to come to South Australia with a
specific contract to uncover and work mines on the lands of his employer, who
happened to be Angus. He fell out of his contract after a brush with Anthony
Forster, and was put in charge of the Montacute Mine where he stayed until
his death in 1847. He died tragically falling down a hundred foot shaft at
the Parringa (sic) mine. The Register of 10 February 1847, noted that he
'left a widow, six children, an aged mother and brother in the colony to
lament his sudden and untimely fate'. Perhaps he jumped.
12. Anthony Forster had become Angas's agent in South Australia in 1841. He
was a most unpopular man whose dogmatic and argumentative nature lost
Angas many reliable and hardworking employees.

13. David Randall of Glen Para, now Corryton Park, about 4 miles from
Williamstown.

14. Captain J.B. Poole. He prepared a map of the Yorke's Peninsula mines in
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REVIEWS
So Great a Change: The Story of the Holden Family in Australia
Nancy Buttfield
Ure Smith, Sydney, 1979. 280 pp. $3.95.

Few former Australian politicians take up the pen. Dame Nancy
Buttfield, for many years a member of the Federal Senate and a
daughter of Sir Edward Holden, is to be congratulated for writing a
history of her family from their arrival in Adelaide in 1852 to the present
day when the automobile has made a national symbol of the name. The

result of her labour in retirement is a worthy contribution to South
Australian history.
As well as providing us with detailed studies of the men who established

the fortunes of the family, the author has described the growth of the
business from a small leather concern in King William Street to the
largest motor body plant in Australia before it was merged with General
Motors in 1931. There is some fascinating material on the Colony in the
nineteenth century, including a few unflattering comments on Sir Edwin
Smith's attitude towards money owed to his cousin, J.A. Holden. The
major criticism this reviewer would offer is that the book includes material

on every member of the family, down to itemising their hobbies and
physical attributes, which should have been stored away for another publication of less interest to the general public.
The sections on the industrialization of South Australia contain informa-

tion that sheds new light on the subject. The author is correct in highlighting the part played by the representatives of industrial capital,
particularly her father, and politicians such as Sir Richard Butler in the
early period of the industrialization programme, but regrettably she has
completely ignored the contribution of J.W. Wainwright, the Auditor General, who is not even included in her list of members of the Industries
Assistance Corporation. T.J. Mitchell's article on Wainwright in the May,
1962, issue of the Australian Journal of Politics and History exaggerates

his role, and it seriously plays down the importance of Holden and
Butler; yet the fact remains that he was a key figure in the economic
transformation of the State.

A number of errors are to be found in the chapter on early motoring
in Australia. The Shearer car was not made in the late 1880s (p.173),
but in 1899. The Holden family could not have owned an 1898 Oldsmobile (p.173), since the make did not appear on the local scene until
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1901, and their car was a much later model. The Tarrant car was not
built in South Australia (p.176), but in Melbourne. Finally, it should be
noted that Essington Lewis and Harold Darling were not awarded knighthoods (p.205).
John Playford
Department of Politics,
University of Adelaide.
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So bread and dripping filled hungry stomachs and averted starvation.
The diet was deficient in nutritional value. Maternal mortality and infant
mortality rates rose, a large part of a generation grew up undernourished
despite the sacrifices of their parents. 'Your one thought was to get tucker
for your kids and see that they went to bed with a full belly...' (p.33)
Unemployment destroyed that daily, weekly, yearly routine organised
around our work by which most of us live, whether we like it or not. We

might dream of more leisure outside our work but the disruption of
unemployment is not leisure. The psychological impact of loss of economic

Unemployed Workers: A Social History of the Great Depression
in Adelaide
Ray Broomhill
University of Queensland Press, St. Lucia, 1979. 220pp. $15.95

'We would leave in the morning with two pieces of bread with some
dripping and pepper and salt on it wrapped in a piece of paper. You
didn't have lunch wraps or anything like that. It would be newspaper.
And we walked down to Holden's and got there early in the morning. By

the time the gates opened at the side, there would be as many as two
thousand men waiting. The gate would open and the fellow would come

out and say: "You, you, and you. That's all for today." Three or four
out of a thousand or two thousand men. You'd just turn around and
walk home.' (p.53)

One of the unemployed in Adelaide in the great depression of the
1930's remembers long after.

How many were unemployed? Thirty -five percent of all trade unionists
were without work in 1932. But this understates unemployment because
unions covered mainly skilled and semi - skilled occupations, whilst the
unemployed were often unskilled. Many did not declare themselves as

unemployed because of the stigma attached to the term. Youths who
had never obtained a job since leaving school were usually omitted and
women seeking work were disregarded. Short time working less than full

hours was common. In 1933 two thirds of all male wage and salary
earners had received less than the basic wage, which was a minimum living
standard for a family, in the preceding twelve months. One achievement

of Ray Broomhill's book is to prove the destitution hidden behind the
official figures.

How did you live when there was no work? On the dole. The State
government (not the Commonwealth) provided an adult with food to the

security, even at a low level, could be great. Worry and anxiety were

usual, and a sense of failure on the part of the male breadwinner

contributed to tension in the family. Wives had to cope and keep the
home going, whatever the strains on them. Then, even more than now,
official propaganda declared that only the lazy and shiftless were unemployed, so a sense of shame was added to the real sufferings.

The degradation of applying for the dole was reinforced by the procedure: a declaration before a Justice of the Peace that the applicant was
a destitute person; a visit from the police to verify the financial circumstances. All savings and saleable assets had to go first. Then every fortnight
the humiliating wait outside the dole office to be questioned again before
the ration tickets were issued.

The men who had been long unemployed, many of them out of work
for years, drifted into a monotonous, meaningless existence. They could
not afford to have a drink with friends who were still working, or invite
them home. They seldom had a shilling to escape to the fantasy world
which the talking pictures, newly arrived in Adelaide, offered. They fell
into

resignation or despair and were particularly prone to nervous

breakdowns and suicide. Community feeling was some support in Port
Adelaide, where everyone was in the same boat, and in the new working
class suburb of Colonel Light Gardens.

Not everyone broke down. Most survived and some showed great
resilience and resourcefulness in their fight for survival. They picked up

any odd jobs, took bets for illegal bookmakers, often did a stint of

door to door selling despite the miserable returns. If they had a backyard
they grew vegetables and kept fowls; they rode bicycles into the country

to trap rabbits; gathered coal from the steam trains along the rail
tracks. They raided orchards, knocked down fences of vacant houses for
firewood and stole washing from clothes lines, a practice common enough
to have its own title of 'snow dropping'.

value of five shillings and three pence per week. It was not given in
cash, lest it should be squandered on drink or tobacco or the hope of a
win at the races. The ration tickets issued could be exchanged in shops

Shelter was a pressing problem, for few of the unemployed owned
their own homes free of debt. Those who were paying them off were

for specified amounts of bread, groceries, some fruit and vegetables and
meat. 'If you were a cash paying customer (in the butcher's shop) you got
a different kind of meat to what they called ration meat.' (p.84)

simply abandon it, or be allowed to stay on with a mounting debt of
unpaid interest as well as the remaining principal. Those renting houses

fearful of losing their hard won savings as well as their home. When they
could not meet instalments their house could be repossessed, or they might
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had little hope of paying the rent. They could be evicted, or their
furniture be seized and sold towards the rent. Sometimes they would be

permitted to stay on with the rent accumulating, since other paying
tenants could not be found. Eventually the only way out would be a
'moonlight flit'- slipping away in the middle of the night and forgetting

THE SOCIETY'S ACTIVITIES, 1979
In 1979 the Society held eleven monthly meetings, from February to

the rent.

December, and a special meeting on 18 July to mark the Society's

So the unemployed were uprooted from society and left to fend for
themselves, preserved only from actual starvation. Yet they made no
serious rebellion despite the fears of their rulers, including the Hill

2 February Dr. J.A. Daly: Play and display a study of the sporting

Labor government. Their demonstrations and mass deputations culminated

2 March Mr. D.A. Cumming:

in the 'Beef Riot' of January 1931, a protest against the substitution of

Australia.
6 April Mr. R. Nicol: Grave history an introduction to the importance
of colonial cemeteries.
4 May Dr. R. Jennings: Some historically insoluble railway problems
in South Australia.
1 June Mr. J.L. Moss: Early days of the Labour Movement in South
Australia.
6 July Mr. David Dolan: Alfred Sells, 1823 - 1908 an English artist in
South Australia.
18 July Mrs. E. Warburton: Mrs. Ellen Debney.
Ms. A. Marsden: Adelaide Miethke.
Prof. E. Richards: The fall and rise of the Solomon Brothers.
3 August Mr. G. Jenkin: The Narrinyeri in modern times.
7 September Mrs. E. Milburn: The social structure of Clare in the mid
nineteenth century from conflict to co- operation.
12 October Mr. G.H. Brooks: Early motoring in South Australia.
2 November Mrs. P. Oborn: The village of Mitcham.
7 December Dr. John Radcliffe: Public transport to Glenelg.

mutton for beef in the food rations. Their march to the Treasury
Building to interview the Premier was broken -up by the police. Larger
protest marches followed. The Police Commissioner, convinced that
revolution was imminent, used his force to prevent all demonstrations,
harass recalcitrant unemployed and arrest suspected ringleaders. The
government weeded out militant single unemployed, dispersing them to
country work camps on threat of losing relief. The unemployed were
politically powerless and confronted by a hostile government machine
that would gaol or starve troublemakers.

Ray Broomhill does not exaggerate the militancy or the suffering, nor

does he dismiss the depression as a bygone interlude. He enters into
the lives of that generation of the men and women of Adelaide with
sympathy and understanding of what the depression meant to them. He
places it firmly within its historical context, in which the recent twenty
years of full employment has been the interlude. It is a book for the
present, telling us some of the
Australian people what they are.

experiences which have made the

The reconstruction of lives of ordinary people in the past writing
'history from below' is difficult, since their actions and their feelings
are seldom recorded. Here it is done most skilfully, by interviewing

survivors, piecing together the evidence, using overseas comparisons where
applicable, applying sociological and psychological explanations free of
jargon. Historians who are inspired to do the same will find in Broom hill's book the scholarly references to guide them. The general reader
will enjoy a fascinating story, fluently and thoughtfully told, in a handsome
and well illustrated volume.
Eric Fry
History Department,
Australian National University.

fifth birthday. Speakers and subjects were:
behaviour of a colonial upper class.

Mr. R.M. Gibbs:

Our engineering heritage in South

JD. Stone's Glenelg paintings, and what really

happened on the first Proclamation Day.
Mr. B.J. Samuels: South Australia's first sea -side resorts.

Meetings were held in the State Library Lecture Theatre, except in
May (held in the Railways' Dining Room, where Mr. Heino Lomp provided us with dinner and Dr. Jennings displayed much of his collection
of old railway equipment), November (held at the Mitcham Village Arts

and Crafts Centre, and preceded by a walk around the village), and
December (held at Partridge House, Glenelg). To celebrate the Golden
Jubilee of the Glenelg tram service, most of those attending the December
meeting travelled by tram, and we are grateful to the State Transport
Authority for its co- operation.

The Society conducted field trips to Strathalbyn and the BleasdaIe
Winery (28 April), Largs Bay and Port Adelaide (30 June) and St. Peter's

College (21 October). We are very grateful to Mrs. Elizabeth Ho, Mr.
Brian Samuels and Mr. Robert Fisher for organizing these excursions.
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The Society is indebted to a great many people, but special mention
must be made of Ms Stephanie Moss, our Secretary, who has carried
out her duties with outstanding efficiency and dedication; Ms S.E. Marsden,

editor of our Newsletter; Mrs. Sally Hopton, for arranging the suppers
at our monthly meetings; Mr. Flmar Zalmus, who very kindly offered
his services as Treasurer in May, on the retirement of Miss K. O'Doherty,

and Messrs. Chris Nance and Rob Muir, who have assisted with the
production of the Journal. Mr. Nance was co -opted to the Council,
and has been Acting Editor of the Journal for six months during Dr.
John Playford's absence on study leave. My own tasks have been made
easier because of the advice and assistance I have received from the
Society's foundation President, Mr. R.M. Gibbs, who has continued as
a member of the Council.

We are also indebted to the Libraries Board of South Australia, which
has given the Society the use of a room in the Institute Building. We are
now able to store the Society's property there, including the periodicals
we receive from affiliated societies or in exchange for our own Journal.
The room is also used for Council meetings.
The Council of the Society met regularly during the year. Finding ways

of coping with the dramatic rise in printing costs has occupied much time
and energy, and we are grateful for the financial assistance received from

the state and federal governments. The Society was represented at the
biennial conference of the Federation of Australian Historical Societies
in Canberra in August. The Council has made submissions in appropriate
quarters about the future of the State Library's Adult Lending Services,
the South Australian Constitutional Museum, and the Australian Heritage
Commission. It was resolved to apply to the Registrar of Companies for the
incorporation of the Society under the Associations Incorporation Act,
1956, and the requisite procedures are now in train.

The Council also took the initiative of calling a public meeting in
October, which led to the setting up of the South Australian Sesquicentenary Historical Publications Committee. The principal object of this
Committee is to promote and co- ordinate research and writing on the
history of South Australia with a view to producing a significant body of
published work as a celebration and commemoration of the 150th
,

Anniversary of the foundation of this province. More than twenty bodies

learned societies, government departments, tertiary educational institutions and community organizations are represented on the Committee,
and it is to be hoped that the number will continue to grow.
P.A. HOWELL
PRESIDENT
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