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In the late nineteenth century it became a commonplace remark of visitors to
3

Adelaide that it was a 'city of churches'. 'I forget how many there are', wrote R. E. N.
Twopeny in the early 1880s, 'but, at any rate, they bear a very small proportion to
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the public- houses, against which I think they may fairly be pitted." Anthony
Trollope, who visited South Australia in 1872, attributed the unusually large
number of churches in Adelaide to the spirit of religious competitiveness 'so
strongly has been the ambition of various sects to have it seen publicly that their
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efforts to obtain places of worship worthy of their religion have been as successful
as those of their sister sects'.2 In 1900 there were 33 churches and chapels within the
central square mile of the city of Adelaide, as well as a synagogue and a mosque. Six
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of these churches were Methodist, five were Anglican, only two were Roman
Catholic. Along Flinders Street there were five substantial churches: Stow
Memorial Congregational, Flinders Street Baptist, Flinders Street Presbyterian, St
Paul's Church of England (fronting Pulteney Street) and Bethlehem Evangelical
Lutheran. At the end of King William Road, in lower North Adelaide, the largest
religious building in the city, St Peter's Cathedral, was nearing completion, its
nave to be consecrated in the presence of a royal duke in July 1901. Significantly,
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however, most of the money to finish the building had come not from members of

the Church of England but from two very wealthy Presbyterians Robert Barr
Smith (who preferred to worship in Anglican churches) and Sir Thomas Elder .3
The spires and towers that pierced the Adelaide skyline celebrated the wealth,
strength and confidence of the different branches of Protestant Christianity in
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South Australia. This paper will attempt to describe some of the characteristics and

concerns of the dominant religious institutions in Adelaide at the turn of the
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century.
The census of 1901 recorded a pattern of religious adherence in South Australia
that was markedly different from that of the eastern states. Although the Anglican
church was the largest denomination in South Australia, as in Australia as a whole,
the percentage of Anglicans (29.5), Roman Catholics (14.4) and Presbyterians (5.1)
was lower in South Australia, compared with other states, whereas the proportion
of Methodists (24.9), Lutherans (7.2), Baptists (6.0), Congregationalists (3.7) and
Churches of Christ (1.7) was substantially higher than their national percentages.

Since the foundation of South Australia its religious climate had been strongly
influenced by English Protestant Dissent, and in 1901 more than one -third of the
population (double the national percentage) professed adherence to either the
Dr D.L. Hilliard is a Senior Lecturer in History at the Flinders University of South

Australia. He is the author of God's Gentlemen: A History of the Melanesian
Mission, 1849 -1942 (University of Queensland Press, 1978).
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Methodist, Baptist or Congregational churches. Only one in every four hundred
South Australians explicitly denied having a religious belief.4
In 1901 the population of Adelaide and its surrounding suburbs was 141403.
This was about 40 per cent of the population of South Australia.5 The religious
composition of the Adelaide urban area, however, did not mirror that of the state as
a whole, and in suburban Adelaide the distribution of the adherents of the different
denominations varied considerably. The Church of England was well represented.
One in every two of its adherents in South Australia lived in the urban area, where it
claimed 37 per cent of the population. In the city of Adelaide (consisting of South
Adelaide, bounded by the four terraces, and North Adelaide) almost 40 per cent of
residents in 1901 described themselves as members of the Church of England, and in
the seaside suburb of Glenelg, Anglicans comprised just under half the population.
Other suburbs with a high concentration of Anglicans were Walkerville (43.8 per

cent) and Port Adelaide (42.1 per cent). Anglicans were numerous in all suburbs,

whatever their social composition, but they were relatively weak in industrial
Hindmarsh (26.5 per cent) and outer suburban Payneham (25.7 per cent).

Riffs.

From these figures alone it is difficult to see a relationship between religion and

social class. However, when the census figures on religious. adherence in the
Adelaide suburban municipalities are compared with the Church of England's
own membership statistics for the corresponding parishes (from the Adelaide
diocesan yearbook) it can be seen that the proportion of self professed Anglicans

C;;i1.

aged fifteen and over who were known to their clergy to be regular communicants

was highest in those suburbs that were favoured by the rich. In Glenelg, for
example, the proportion of Anglican communicants to the total Anglican
population over fifteen years was 30 per cent and in Walkerville it was 18 per cent.
These are in sharp contrast to the figures of 12 per cent in Port Adelaide, 10 per cent
in Hindmarsh and 9 per cent in Thebarton. An exception is the low figure of 9 per

cent for the predominantly middle -class suburbs of Kensington and Norwood.
This was probably due in part to the habit of some Anglicans in that area to attach
themselves to a fashionable city church, such as St Paul's, Pulteney Street, or St
John's, Halifax Street, both of which attracted congregations from the adjacent
suburbs. It is also possible that many less committed Anglicans preferred to
worship at (without actually joining) one of the flourishing and liturgically orientated Methodist or Congregational churches of Kent Town and Norwood.
The second largest denomination in Adelaide in 1901, though only half the size
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of the Church of England, was the Methodist church. The South Australia
Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia was formed in January 1900, as
a result of the union of three self - governing branches of colonial Methodism
Wesleyan Methodist, Primitive Methodist and Bible Christian. South Australian
Methodists were proud of being part of `the most numerous Protestant Church on
the face of the earth' and of their position as `the rural Church of South Australia'.6

About 30 per cent of Methodists lived in the Adelaide urban area. The strength
of Methodism in Adelaide lay in the newly expanding middle -class suburbs rather
than the inner city, where only one in every eight inhabitants was a Methodist. It
was strongest in Payneham (48.7 per cent of the population), Prospect (31.0 per
cent), Woodville (27.1 per cent) and Unley (25.1 per cent). In all these areas, and in

the municipality of Kensington and Norwood, there was a high level of

y
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participation in church affairs, with about one -third of all Methodists aged fifteen
and over enrolled as church members.
The distribution of Roman Catholics in Adelaide at the 1901 census was almost
exactly the reverse of the distribution of Methodists. They were relatively numerous
(up to 30 per cent of the population in the inner city wards) in the municipality of
Adelaide, where Methodists were weakest, but they were comparatively weak in the
newer suburbs of Payneham (6.3 per cent), Prospect (7.0 per cent), Woodville (7.9
per cent) and Unley (9.2 per cent). Outside the city square mile, Roman Catholics
were most likely to live in the working -class suburbs. They formed 14.4 per cent of
the population of Port Adelaide, 15.1 per cent of Hindmarsh and 17.8 per cent of

Thebarton. These three municipalities, together with the city of Adelaide,
contained two- thirds of the Roman Catholics and six of the ten parishes in the

metropolitan area.
Congregationalism felt itself to be uniquely at home in South Australia, though
during the last forty years of the nineteenth century its proportion of the total
population had steadily declined from 5.3 per cent (1861) to 3.7 per cent (1901). By
the turn of the century Congregationalists were more consciots of past glories than
of present achievements. The `sturdy independence and self - reliance' of the early

Congregationalists had left `a lasting impression' on the life of the South
Australian community, declared the chairman of the Congregational Union in
1909:

the freedom for which they stood has influenced legislation so that from time to time
South Australia has led the world in its liberal laws.?

They were proud of their tradition of intellectual freedom (though other

denominations regarded them as dangerously latitudinarian) and of their openness
to the spirit of the age: `We are loyal to Christ, but are not bound to any creed.'8
It was largely an urban denomination. Of those South Australians who defined

themselves as Congregationalists at the 1901 census, 53 per cent lived in the
Adelaide urban area, and in 1913 (the first year for which complete membership
figures are available), some 2600 Congregational church members out of about
4000 were attached to city or suburban churches. In 1901 Congregationalists were
well represented in the more prosperous suburbs. They comprised 10.8 per cent of
the population of Walkerville and 9.3 per cent of Glenelg, where Congregational
services had been held since 1847. On the other hand, they were relatively few less
than 2 per cent in Thebarton and in the working -class portions of central
Adelaide. In the belt of predominantly middle -class suburbs that ran around the
eastern rim of the city, from Prospect to Unley, Congregationalists were holding
their ground, and there was a string of large and well - attended churches at
Medindie, College Park, Kensington (Clayton Church), Rose Park and Unley
(Manthorpe Memorial Church).
The Baptists in South Australia were even more urbanized, with three out of
every five adherents resident in the Adelaide metropolitan area. Unlike the
Congregationalists, however, whose core was solidly middle class, the Baptists
claimed a relatively large following among the skilled tradesmen and shopkeepers
of the working -class suburbs. Although Baptists formed 8 per cent of the urban
population in 1901, they comprised 15.2 per cent of Hindmarsh and 12.3 per cent of
Thebarton. This concentration was related to the existence of vigorous Baptist

DAVID HILLIARD

7

churches at Hindmarsh (191 members in 1900) and at Southwark, in Thebarton
(134 members), which together accounted for 27 per cent of adult Baptists in the
district. The Hindmarsh church, with the fifth largest membership of any Baptist
congregation in South Australia, grumbled over its lack of representation on the
decision - making committees of the South Australian Baptist Union, which were
dominated by businessmen from the wealthy city and Norwood churches. Because

its members were poor `all belong to the industrial class' the church could
barely meet its own expenses:
Consequently we are unable to any great extent to assist the Union financially, and
perhaps for this reason, while they do not repudiate our right to membership they object

to our having any right or voice in its counsels?

In 1901 South Australia had the smallest proportion of Presbyterians of any state
in Australia. No church was more painfully conscious of the gap between ideal and
reality: between the lofty traditions of the `great, grand, historic Church of Calvin

and of Knox' and the uninspiring minority church that existed in South
Australia.10 After a visit to Australia in 1900 a professor of theology from
Edinburgh described the position of South Australian Presbyterianism as 'almost
depressing to contemplate'." Presbyterians were comparable in overall size to the
Congregationalists, but they lacked the latter's urban strongholds. One in every
four Presbyterians lived in the three counties of the South -East, the Presbytery of
Penola being under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. There
were three congregations inside the city square mile relics of the three branches of
Scottish Presbyterianism that had established separate congregations in Adelaide
in the mid - nineteenth centurybut only one quarter of their members lived in the
inner city. In the remainder of the metropolitan area, in 1900, there were three
congregations, at Port Adelaide, Goodwood and Norwood. The city congregations
were solidly middle - class, self- centred and jealous of their positions.12 It was not

until 1904, after a debate that had dragged on for five years, that St Andrew's
Church in Wakefield Street was closed, its building sold (subsequently to be used as
the principal meeting place of the Christadelphians) and the proceeds used to erect

a new church at North Unley. In relation to the population of the various
municipalities, Presbyterians were most numerous at Port Adelaide (6.8 per cent).
They formed 4.4 per cent of the population of Adelaide, 4.8 per cent of Kensington

and Norwood, and 5.7 per cent of Unley. In those suburbs where there was no
Presbyterian congregation the proportion was falling, as isolated Presbyterians
transferred their allegiance to other denominations.
Two denominations with more than a quarter of their Australian adherents
living in South Australia were the Lutherans and the Churches of Christ. The

former (organized into three separate synods) were predominantly a rural
denomination; in 1901 fewer than one in every ten Lutherans in South Australia

lived in Adelaide. In relation to the population, they were strongest in the
municipalities of Adelaide (2.2 per cent), Kensington and Norwood (2.3 per cent)
and St Peters (3.4 per cent) the latter being prosperous suburbs within easy reach

of the two (German- speaking) Lutheran churches in the city. In the western
suburbs they were barely represented.
The Churches of Christ, by contrast, had a predominantly urban and working class membership. Grouped in the 1901 census tables with those evangelicals who
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defined themselves simply as 'Christian', they formed 7.2 per cent of the
population of Hindmarsh, 6.2 per cent of Woodville and 3.6 per cent of Thebarton.
In most other suburbs, the proportion of Churches of Christ adherents was between
2 and 3 per cent. Their chapels were plain and rarely in prominent locations, few of

their ministers (called `evangelists') had much formal training, and unlike the

Baptists in South Australia, to whom they were linked by their practice of believers'
baptism, they regarded baptism by immersion as essential to church membership.
Churches of Christ saw themselves not as a denomination alongside others, but as a
movement representing a restoration of New Testament Christianity 'the most

unique religious movement in the world since the days of the apostles'.13 In
Adelaide in 1900 they were about to embark on a vigorous series of evangelistic
campaigns, through `tent missions' and singing evangelists, that during the next
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undemanding form of Sunday entertainment. Every church had a choir: florid
anthems by Gounod, Mendelssohn, Stainer and Sullivan were much in vogue.
Weeknight services for prayer and Bible study that lacked the entertainment
content of a Sunday service were relatively thinly attended. The Methodist class
meeting, the traditional closely -knit core of a Methodist congregation, was
everywhere in rapid decline, for attendance was no longer a prerequisite for church

membership. By 1902 it was conceded that it had `largely lost its hold' over the

f

fourteen years were to lead to a doubling of church membership and the

establishment of six new suburban congregations.

Behind the variations in style and differences of doctrine that separated the major
denominations, the Protestant ('Nonconformist') churches of Adelaide in the 1900s
were remarkably homogeneous in their religious ethos and in the activities and
attitudes that they fostered. Methodists, Baptists, Congregationalists and

Presbyterians shared a common hymnody, read the same devotional literature,
instructed their children from the same International Sunday School Lessons, and,
with regard to intemperance, gambling and `vice', supported the same principles of
social reform. Their forms of worship were virtually identical. From overseas, in
the early 1900s, they imported the same liturgical fashions. Congregations that
prided themselves on their good taste and culture moved towards greater formality
in worship. At Stow Memorial Congregational Church, the Rev. Alfred Depledge
Sykes (1904 -13) introduced a liturgical form of service from Dr John Hunter's
Devotional Services for Public Worship, with set prayers and responses said by
minister and congregation. The lofty stone pulpit and organ were removed from
their central position and replaced by a communion table in a wood panelled
sanctuary, with a smaller pulpit on one side and the organ in a transept. The North
Adelaide Baptist Church was one of the first in Adelaide to follow the American
practice of issuing a printed service sheet, setting out the order of service for the day.
Two Congregational churches, Clayton and Stow, adopted choir robes of cassocks

and surplices in the Anglican style. Within a decade, the practice of using

individual communion cups instead of a common chalice was almost universally
adopted, for reasons of hygiene, in Nonconformist churches.
Most city and suburban churches held two services each Sunday, in the morning
at 11 and in the evening at times between 6.30 and 7. The earlier time was regarded
as 'old- fashioned'. Many churches advertised themselves in the `religious notices'
section of Saturday's newspapers, giving not only the name of the preacher and the
subject of his sermon, but also, in many instances, the anthem that would be sung
by the choir. In the practice of advertising, one senses an implicit recognition of the
fact that a sizeable proportion of suburbanites were habitual sermon tasters, who
could be attracted to a particular church, especially in the city, by a well -known
preacher or a controversial sermon topic. Religion had thus become for many an

Flinders Street Presbyterian Church, 1896. The church was opened in 1865 and
demolished in 1959. (S.A. Archives)
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present generation of Methodist church members, and that no more than one -fifth
of them met regularly in class.t4
Few congregations in Adelaide were very wealthy. One of them was the North
Adelaide (Tynte Street) Baptist Church, with more than 450 members and a total
annual income of around £1500. The obvious prosperity of its congregation was
something of an embarrassment to more austere evangelicals:
Sometimes it is referred to as `fashionable', and we have even heard the word
'aristocratic' employed in describing it, but we do not like to hear either word used in
describing a church of Jesus Christ.15
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Endeavour. At the same time, Clayton Congregational Church had a Sunday
School with three hundred scholars, a choir, a Young Men's Society, a Band of
Hope, a branch of the Mothers' Prayer Union and a Christian Endeavour society.
For the members of Chalmers Presbyterian Church in North Terrace there was a
Sunday School and Bible Class, a choir, a Young People's Fellowship Association,
a Dorcas Society, a Literary Society, a Ladies' Visiting Society, a Tennis Club, a

Girls' Club, and branches of the Ministering Children's League and the
Presbyterian Women's Missionary Union. Attached to St John's Church of
England in Halifax Street was a choir, a Sunday School of three hundred, a Sewing
Guild, a Benevolent Society, a committee to raise funds for the Melanesian Mission,

Each major Protestant denomination had a handful of similar churches.

a Young Men's Society, a Junior Literary Society, and branches of the Girls'

Clayton, Stow and Brougham Place (North Adelaide) Congregational, Pirie Street,
Kent Town and Archer Street (North Adelaide) Methodist, Chalmers and Flinders
Street Presbyterian, Flinders Street and Norwood Baptist were the most prestigious.
There were a number of fashionable Anglican churches, headed by Christ Church,
North Adelaide, the congregation of which included many of Adelaide's socially
prominent families.16 The editor of the weekly paper Quiz and the Lantern, writing
a series of articles on `Round the Churches', who attended an evening service at
Brougham Place Congregational Church to hear a sermon by its erudite minister,
the Rev. Dr James Jefferis, described the worshippers around him:

Friendly Society, the Mothers' Union and the Church of England Men's Society.'s
This range of organizations was typical of well -to -do congregations with two or

They are all well - dressed, and they have all risen from a comfortable meal say three
quarters of an hour previously. Hunger and want are not depicted on any of the faces one
sees. The general expression is one of satisfaction, perhaps a reflection from the sleek

cherubic countenance up in the pulpit.'

Several of these churches imported their ministers from overseas, from England
or Scotland. Their stipends reflected their prominent social position: the North
Adelaide Baptist Church, for example, paid its pastor 000 a year, Stow Memorial
Church paid £500, and Flinders Street Presbyterian Church, the `cathedral' of
South Australian Presbyterianism, guaranteed a stipend of £600. By contrast, the
average stipend attached to a suburban congregation in Adelaide was between £200
and £250, but many ministers received less, often with no house provided.
Most Protestant and Anglican congregations were subject to constant financial
pressures, as the money to pay for new buildings, debts on existing buildings,
minister's stipend, overseas missions and other denominational funds had to be
raised on an annual basis by a comparatively small group of people. The survival of
a local church, therefore, depended ultimately upon its ability to draw the time and
money of its members and adherents. To maintain the unity and solidarity of the
congregation, and to provide a wholesome counter attraction to the moral dangers
of the hotel bar and the billiard saloon, there had evolved a cluster of organizations
and societies, which aimed to cater for all age - groups and leisure interests. The
church in 1900 was a centre of social life and recreational activities, and the larger

the congregation the more organizations it could support.
At the North Adelaide Baptist Church in 1905, for example, there was a Sunday
School with four hundred on the roll and branches at Prospect and Bowden, a large
choir, a Young Men's Bible Class, a Women's Guild, a Literary and Debating
Society, a Lay Preachers' Association, a Tract Distribution Committee, and a
society of

the interdenominational Young People's Society of Christian

three hundred adult members. It required a firm hand at the top to keep all the
societies flourishing and working together, and during a ministerial vacancy the
Iack of coordination often Ied to friction and a falling away in numbers.
In every church there was a never - ending round of social activities and fundraising functions. They organized flower fairs, fancy fairs, Christmas fairs, Scotch
fairs, garden fetes, strawberry fetes, bazaars and sales of work, perhaps to raise

money for the organ fund or for an extension to the church or to provide some
necessary item of furniture. There were musical evenings, concerts, quarterly
socials for church members and Saturday cricket matches, played between young
men of neighbouring congregations. Literary societies, which flourished in
Roman Catholic as well as in Protestant churches, debated such questions of the
day as the White Australia policy, women's suffrage, compulsory versus voluntary
military training, and `Which has done more for the civilization of the world the
pen or the sword ?' A minister with scholarly interests might sometimes give an
evening lecture on a historical subject. There were missionary meetings at which
missionaries on furlough showed lantern slides of their work and related colourful
stories of `the Light breaking in upon the dense darkness' of India or China or the
Pacific Islands. Occasionally there were socials to farewell faithful members of the
congregation who were leaving the district. A typical function of the period was a

concert, in August 1897, in aid of the choir fund of St Matthew's Church of
England, Kensington Road. A succession of ladies sang solos and encores `The
Holy City', `The Children's Hour' and `At the Fountain'. Two men sang songs and

a duet, `The Fisherman'. The latter part of the program `consisted of the
production of the comic drama entitled "Little Toddlekins ", the rendition of
which caused much amusement' .19
*

*

In the 1900s the Sunday School was approaching a peak of popularity and prestige

that was to last until the early 1930s. In 1901 there were 814 Sunday Schools
(excluding Roman Catholic schools) in South Australia, with an enrolment of
67925. Ten years later, when the number of pupils in state and private day schools
stood at 67880, there were 66296 children enrolled in 944 Protestant and Anglican
Sunday Schools. This was equivalent to 97 per cent of all non -Roman Catholic

children in the state aged from five to fourteen years almost double the
proportion of Sunday School enrolments in New South Wales.20 Therefore,
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although South Australian state schools made no provision for religious

instruction in school hours (and a referendum of electors on the issue in 1896 was
decisively defeated), it would have been unusual for a child to grow up in Adelaide

in the decade before the First World War without some kind of exposure to
organized Christianity.
One in every two Sunday School scholars in South Australia (and about one in
every three in Adelaide) was on the roll of a Methodist Sunday School. Because
these were so much more numerous than those of other denominations (there were

72 in Adelaide in 1900, double the number of Church of England Sunday

Schools21), and because of the thriving social life that they fostered, they attracted
many children from non - Methodist and non - churchgoing families. Parents needed
a rest on Sunday afternoons, and the Sunday School was seen as a place where
children could receive an elementary moral education, as well as an occasional
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departments during this period. These sponsored conferences where teachers could

discuss their teaching methods and devise strategies to deal with perennial
problems such as irregular attendance (average attendance was only about two thirds or three - quarters of those actually enrolled), or their inability to retain the
interest of adolescents. There was a revolution in teaching methods, especially after
the 1912 visit to Australia (sponsored by the South Australian Sunday School
Union) of G. H. Archibald, a 'world- acknowledged expert' on modern Sunday
Schools.26 During the 1900s schools were decentralized and divided into primary,
junior and senior departments. Instead of uniform lessons for children of all ages,
'graded lessons' were introduced, with lessons and practical activities adapted to
children of different age - groups. The pivot of the reorganized Sunday School was
the primary department using 'kindergarten methods'. Sunday School
kindergartens were established everywhere, with tiny chairs painted in bright
colours, blackboards, picture rolls and sand trays, where young children could

'treat'.
The atmosphere of the Methodist Sunday School was cheerful, aggressive, with a
strong emphasis on ethical endeavour. In March 1900 570 children from the
Brompton, Bowden, Ovingham, Brompton Park and West Hindmarsh Sunday
Schools held a united service in the Brompton church to celebrate the achievement
of Methodist union. The Rev. T. G. White gave an address on the text 'Lay not up
for yourselves treasures on earth'. He showed that bad habits made holes in
character similar to those made by moths in garments. Mr M. M. Maughan then
engaged the attention of the children by producing three phials, of salt - petre,
sulphur and charcoal, and demonstrated how each could burn by itself. Then with
mortar and pestle he combined them to show how much more fire and force could
be obtained by the union of these ingredients, in the form of gunpowder. The moral
was that the union of the Wesleyan, Bible Christian and Primitive Methodist
churches should result in an increased power for good 22

happily model scenes from Bible stories and sing choruses around a piano.

principal recruiting agency. Enrolment figures were watched carefully and there

'A Day with Our Lord', 'Jacob and Esau' or 'Cloud and Sunshine', with soloists
from the church choir and perhaps a small orchestra. On the following Monday or
Tuesday there were the annual evening tea and public meetings. After the Sunday
School scholars had eaten off trestle tables in the church hall, there was a meeting

membership came through the Sunday School: 'And we can only secure the Church

for parents and members of the congregation at which the scholars repeated some of
their anniversary items and prizes wére presented for attendance and good conduct.
The secretary and treasurer of the Sunday School read their reports, officers were
elected for the following year, and there were stirring addresses by the minister and
visiting speakers.27

Denominational strategists increasingly saw the Sunday School as their

were signs of panic at any falling off in numbers. It was the 'nursery for the
Church', the Anglican bishop of Adelaide told his assembled synod in 1907.23
According to the president of the Baptist Union, four - fifths of the church's

of tomorrow by saving the child of to-day. '24 To achieve this goal, the

interdenominational Sunday School Union ran annual examinations on scripture
knowledge and urged the annual observance of Decision Day, as the climax of the
year's program, on which Sunday School scholars would be urged to commit
themselves to Christ. But the flow of recruits never fulfilled expectations. Although
a high proportion of new church members were products of Sunday School
evangelism, a comparison of Sunday School enrolments with church membership
figures reveals that the majority of senior scholars remained on the fringe of the
church or gradually drifted away from regular contact with organized religion. Of
the 5145 children who were enrolled in Congregational Sunday Schools in South
Australia in 1901, for example, only 46 senior scholars had become church
members in the previous year.25
In their organization Sunday Schools became more elaborate, more efficient.
The Methodists, Congregationalists and Baptists set up specialized Sunday School

Throughout Adelaide there was a spate of Sunday School building, as purpose built classrooms were added to existing church halls or separate kindergartens were
erected to house the infant classes.
The Sunday School year revolved around two annual events: the anniversary and
the picnic. Preparations for the special anniversary services began months ahead.

There were speakers to invite (popular figures like 'Uncle Harry' (Mr D. H.
Bottrill) or the Rev. Henry Howard were booked up well ahead); musical items and
recitations were selected and rehearsed; a temporary platform had to be erected in
the church. The church was decorated with flowers and texts, and congregations
were larger than usual. For some children an appearance in the choir at a Sunday
School anniversary was the occasion for a new suit or dress. The climax for children

and their parents was the children's service in the mid - afternoon at which the
whole Sunday School might perform a 'service of song' or a sacred cantata such as

About the same time came the Sunday School picnic, which in the city was
always held on a public holiday such as Easter Monday or Eight Hours' Day. The
scholars and their friends were taken by train, tram, buggy or trolley to a suburban
park, a beach, the property of a friendly farmer or to Long Gully in the National

Park. The lady Sunday School teachers took charge of the catering; the male
teachers looked after the sports and the prizes. Many picnics were organized on a
very large scale, especially in working -class suburbs where treats and outings for
children were few. In the early 1900s up to a thousand people attended the Alberton
Baptist Sunday School's annual picnics at Fulham, held in a paddock loaned by
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Sidney Kidman, and four hundred went to the Semaphore Anglican Sunday School
28
picnics at Torrens Island or the Botanic Gardens
*

There was a good deal of grass -roots co- operation between the different

denominations. Many ministers and prominent lay people worked together in an
interlocking network of Christian organizations that crossed denominational
boundaries the Young Men's Christian Association, Young Women's Christian
Association, South Australian Sunday School Union, Adelaide City Mission,
Christian Endeavour Union, British and Foreign Bible Society, Angas College (for
training missionary candidates), China Inland Mission, Australasian Student

Christian Union, Young People's Scripture Union, Woman's Christian
Temperance Union, South Australian Temperance AIliance, Religious

Instruction in State Schools League, and the organizing committees for the
Simultaneous Mission of 1902 (led by the American evangelist W. E. Geil) and the
Chapman - Alexander missions of 1909 and 1912. Since 1896 there had been a

in
Council of Churches of South Australia, for consultation and cooperation

religious, moral and social issues, with representatives from the Methodist, Baptist,
Congregational and Presbyterian churches, the Salvation Army, the Society of
Friends and (from 1911) the Churches of Christ. At times of national celebration

for example, Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee or the inauguration of the
Commonwealth of Australia the Council of Churches organized joint services in

episcopal church in
a city church, attended by representatives of every major non Adelaide. At the local level, it was a common practice for church and Sunday
School anniversaries to invite a minister from a 'sister' denomination to be a guest
preacher at one of the special services. On Christmas morning a few suburban

congregations held joint services, while each year the Sunday School Union
organized a united service for children in the Town Hall, conducted by ministers
representing different denominations and with a popular preacher, attractive to
children, from one of the leading churches.
The trend among Adelaide's Protestants was towards finding common
of
ground and a common identity. There was much talk of the 'ideal unity
of
the
church,
and
there
was
general
fellowship' between different branches

agreement on the need to cooperate to avoid wasteful overlapping of effort in small
towns or scattered outer suburbs where only one congregation could reasonably
federation
expect to thrive. With the union of South Australian Methodists, and the
churches,
church
union
began
appearing
on
in 1901 of the Australian Presbyterian
surely
The
'evangelical
denominations
are
the agenda of church conferences.
drawing nearer to one another now, and recognising that they are all one family',
observed the South Australian editor of the Southern Baptist in 1900.29 However,
the goal of institutional unity or 'organic oneness' was felt to be unrealistic, even

undesirable: the idea of a 'federation of Protestant Churches', which combined
cooperation with retention of denominational identity, was widely supported.
Each year the church conferences and assemblies meeting in Adelaide exchanged
deputations bearing fraternal greetings and sang 'Blest be the tie that binds'. In
September 1909 the annual conferences of the Baptist Union and the Churches of
Christ went further, by holding a united 'demonstration' in the Exhibition
Building. Enthusiasts wanted to cultivate 'good fellowship', with a view to
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cooperation and ultimate union. The meeting was cordial but restrained, and it
was unkindly suggested that 'in a united gathering, say, of Methodists and Baptists,

there would have been a freer spirit and a warmer and more enthusiastic
atmosphere'.30 This move to unite Baptists and Churches of Christ eventually
petered out.

In Adelaide individuals could move easily from one Nonconformist
denomination to another, and this in turn accentuated their basic homogeneity.
Among the members of the smaller churches a change in religious affiliation
frequently occurred when they moved to a new suburb (or to a country town) where

their own denomination had no place of worship. For those denominations that
practised infant baptism, such a transfer of church membership posed no challenge
to doctrine or identity. But with the Baptists it was different. Open membership
that is, the admission to church membership of sincere believers who had not been
baptized by immersion had been the almost universal practice of Baptist churches
in South Australia for forty years. By 1900, however, it was being pointed out that
an unusually high proportion of new memberships in some churches more than

half were being received without immersion, and that the easy mixture in one

congregation of immersed and unimmersed members was a denial of the
denomination's distinctive principles. Some were fearful that the 'spirit of
liberality' that pervaded South Australian Protestantism, and the widespread
acceptance of the undemanding view that 'one denomination was as good as
another', had created a loss of enthusiasm and conviction.31 At the Baptist Union
annual meetings in 1902, the Rev. J. Paynter sounded a warning:
Baptists used to believe that the church had a great work to do, but at present they
appeared only too ready to become absorbed in other religious bodies.32

An investigation of Baptist Sunday Schools revealed that 'little or no attempts'
were being made to instruct young people in the doctrines that differentiated
Baptists from other Protestants. Denominational leaders became alarmed,
deploring the 'lack of denominational aggression' and urging greater loyalty to
'Baptist principles'.ss However, liberal attitudes to other Protestant denominations
were deeply entrenched among South Australia's Baptists; it was more important,

they said, to make people Christians rather than Baptists. They defended their
rejection of isolationism by its results. With church membership in 1900 standing
at one in every 86 of the colony's population, it was proudly claimed that South
Australia had a higher proportion of Baptist church members than any other
country in the world, outside Canada and the United States 34
Adelaide Anglicans were likewise divided in their attitude towards 'common
Christianity'. Few laity opposed the idea and few clergy approved of it. A high
proportion of the younger clergy in the diocese of Adelaide had been recruited from

England by Bishop J. R. Harmer a total of 37 between 1895 and 1905. Most of
these were graduates of one of the ancient universities, High Church rather than
Low Church in sympathy, and they tended to see the local religious situation in
English terms: the Established Church versus Dissent. The irreverent editor of Quiz
regularly laughed at Anglican pretensions:
Is it not something to be thankful for that we have no Established Church in South
Australia. Even as it is there are certain ministers of the Church of England who can
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hardly meet pastors of Wesleyan and Baptist Churches without a sneer on their superior
countenances.35

At the beginning of the century, however, the Protestant tradition in South

A

Australian Anglicanism was by no means dead. In 1898, the Rev. E. K. Miller, an
elderly evangelical and author of Reminiscences of Forty -Seven Years' C lerical Li fe

in South Australia (1895), gave a paper to the Churchmans's Union, in which he
argued that the Church of England should encourage united action with other
religious bodies, even to the exchange of preachers and intercommunion. This
could be done `without risk', he said, `seeing that they do not differ from us in any

matter essential to salvation'.ss For his `mischievous teachings', he was
immediately attacked by the Rev. J. W. Owen, rector of Semaphore, an AngloCatholic bigot, who described Nonconformist churches as schismatical bodies,
`founded on delusion', which had wilfully thrown aside the essential points of
Catholic order.s7

Bishop Harmer himself was conciliatory in his approach to other churches,

much respected for his scholarship and for his ability to maintain a fairly
exclusivist Anglican position without causing offence. But ultimately it was
Owen's viewpoint (though more charitably expressed) that was to dominate the
Church of England in South Australia for much of the twentieth century. Adelaide
Anglicans were taught by their clergy that the church was a divinely- created
spiritual society with officers and discipline that were meant to be obeyed. They
were warned against the `ecclesiastical monstrosity' of undenominationalism and

against participation in organizations or joint religious enterprises in which
`Church principles' might be watered down or compromised.38 Only in the

o

Religious Education in State Schools League (founded in 1902 with Harmer as
president) did Anglican leaders willingly cooperate over a long period with
representatives of other denominations.39 The Anglican church declined to join
the Council of Churches, its Sunday Schools formed their own Church of England
Sunday School Union, and few of its clergy ever took part in united services.
The gap between Anglicans and Nonconformists in Adelaide became wider after
1900 as the worship in many Anglican churches underwent a dramatic change.
Young Anglo- Catholic priests made innovations in ritual (which they justified as
the revival of ancient and sadly neglected usages), such as lighted candles, wafer

bread for holy communion, and eucharistic vestments. In some places for
example, St Bede's Church at Semaphore this led to friction with their
parishioners, who were for the most part solidly Protestant in sentiment and
suspicious of changes in the familiar conduct of services.40 Stories had circulated in
the 1890s of `ritualistic high jinks' at St Peter's, Glenelg, and St Oswald's, Parkside,
and during the 1900s St George's, Goodwood, became notorious for its elaborate

ritual. Vestments were introduced in 1904, incense in 1905, reservation of the
sacrament was begun in 1908, and by 1912 the word `mass' had been adopted. It was

only through a `more strenuous proclamation of the Catholic faith in its fulness',
asserted the rector of St George's, Canon P. W. C. Wise, in a flight of romanticism,

that the materialism and religious indifference of the Australian urban dweller
tl

of Adelaide from 1895
The Right Reverend J. R. Harmer, about 1905. Harmer was Bishop
(England) from 1905 to 1930. (S.A. Archives)

to 1905 and Bishop of Rochester

could be overcome.91 Not many agreed. At a Protestant rally in the Parkside Baptist

Church in 1904, the minister (W. J. Eddy) spoke at length on `Our Protestant
Inheritance' to bursts of loud applause, and attacked the `Romeward' drift of the
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Church of England. The object of the `sacerdotal movement', he thundered, was to
repudiate the Reformation and deprotestantize the British Empire:
He was told on good authority that there was an Anglican Church not three miles away
and granted absolution. He felt sorry for the
where the so- called priest heard confession

weak people of both sexes who closeted with their man -made priests for such a
purpose.42

Protestant clergy outside the Anglican church did not usually approve of the
but
extravagant language and conspiracy stories of the anti - Romanist demagogue,
Churchmen
they also disliked the intransigent outlook of the new breed of High
valid. Many
and their insistence that without episcopal ordination no ministry was
what
they
interpreted
as
`Romeward
Anglican lay people were disturbed by
synod
leanings' in ceremonial and doctrine. The once - tranquil Adelaide diocesan
became the arena for angry questions, motions and debates on `sacramental
confession' and the `illegal' use of `mass vestments'.48 Lay synodsmen told of laity
who had left the church because they were `repelled' by ritualistic practices `which
upheld,
had lately increased greatly'. The law of the Church of England should be
contended Mr C. J. Sanders of Christ Church, North Adelaide:
He loved his church, but he would sooner see the Gospel spread by Methodists,
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, or Roman Catholics, than assist in founding
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South Australia), Matthew Goode, J. A. Bagshaw and W. Herbert Phillips. Phillips
was a founder of the large firm of George Wills & Co., chairman of trustees of the
Savings Bank of South Australia, twice president of the Chamber of Commerce
(1888 -89 and 1903 -04), president of the Federated Employers' Council and a director

of many companies. He was also chairman of the Congregational Union for 190102, president of the Y.M.C.A. and a trustee of Angas College. He was knighted in
1929. Sir Samuel Davenport was a member of Stow Memorial Church for forty years
until his death in 1906, and Sir Edwin Smith was a foundation member of Clayton
Church. Among the deacons of Clayton Church in 1906 were Peter Wood (a partner
of James GartrelI in the merchant and importing firm of G. Wood, Sons & Co. ), and
G. H. Prosser, a director of Wilkinson & Co., wholesale grocers, and of several other

companies.
Successful businessmen were disproportionately prominent among the Baptists.
The list of Baptists who were also leaders of the Adelaide business world around the
turn of the century includes James Smith (onetime chairman of directors of the

Bank of Adelaide), G. W. Cooper (president in 1904 -05 of the Chamber of
Commerce), John Darling (both father and son), Charles Birks, E. S. Wigg, and H.
J. Holden. Best known of all were G. S. Fowler and his son J. R. Fowler (of the firm
D. & J. Fowler Ltd), and C. H. Goode, who was knighted in 1912.

churches in which the Anglican doctrines would be misrepresented.94

The religious world of Adelaide at the turn of the century contained a large number
of successful self -made businessmen, who financed church enterprises and
provided much vigorous lay Ieadership. Leaders of trade and commerce were not
prominent in the affairs of the Church of England (though many of them attended

fashionable Anglican churches) and in the Roman Catholic church they were
virtually unknown, but they played an important role in the Nonconformist
denominations. Methodists believed themselves to `usually occupy a middle
position' in society, with `very few' paupers and `not many' plutocrats.45 However,

they included among their members some leading members of the Adelaide
business world, notably Sir Langdon Bonython, proprietor of the Advertiser;

Edward Spicer; Arnold E. Davey, president of the Adelaide Chamber of Commerce
for 1898 -99 and president of the Millowners' Association; James Gartrell, president
president
of the Chamber of Commerce for 1900 -01 and 1905 -06; and C. H. Martin,

of the Builders and Contractors' Association.48
Sir Thomas Elder was a Presbyterian, an elder of Chalmers Church until his
death in 1897. Among the elders of the Flinders Street Presbyterian Church at the
beginning of the century were Sir John Duncan, John G. Balfour and David

Murray `among the most successful of Adelaide merchants, and the most

respected of its public men'.47
The Congregationalists were particularly conscious of their `special appeal to
the commercial and trading classes', in South Australia just as in the North of

England.48 In the mid - nineteenth century the `houses of Congregational
businessmen dominated Rundle Street', though by 1900 they were rather less
prominent.49 Leading businessmen who were then active in Congregational
affairs included J. Miller Anderson (treasurer of the Congregational Union of

Sir Charles Goode, about 1913.

(S.A. Baptist Archives)
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In a small and loosely- organized denomination with an annually elected
leadership, merchant princes like the Fowlers and Goode wielded enormous
influence. When G. S. Fowler died in 1896 he was described by his minister at the
memorial service as the denomination's 'ever liberal helper':

No Church was ... ever built without large, and often very large, assistance from his

purse....All our denominational funds owe a considerable proportion of their

accumulated capital to his liberality."

But not all Baptist businessmen were as generous. When John Darling junior, the

`Wheat King' and chairman of Broken Hill Proprietary, died in 1914 he left a
fortune of £1,694,620. Although this was the largest sum bequeathed by a South
Australian up to that date, the Baptist Union received a mere £1000.51
The doyen of evangelical businessmen - cum - philanthropists in Adelaide was

(Sir) Charles Goode the 'Grand Old Man of the Baptist Church of South
Australia' who was chairman of directors of the softgoods importing firm of

Goode, Durrant & Co., described by the Cyclopedia of South Australia in 1907 as
'one of the leading concerns of the State'. Goode was a deacon of the North Adelaide
Baptist Church, a Sunday School teacher, president of the Young Men's Bible
Class at Flinders Street Baptist Church and twice president of the Smith Australian
Baptist Union (1885 -86 and 1913 -14). He was also active in, and at various times
president of, a large number of religious and charitable organizations, among them
the Sunday School Union, the Y.M.C.A., the North Adelaide Institute, the State
Children's Council, the James Brown Trust, the Royal Institution for the Blind
and the `Minda' home.52

The Baptists of South Australia liked to bask in the reflected glory of their
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committed to the movement. (Fifteen years later a reporter from the Register
described the crowded congregation at the Pirie Street Citadel as a `cosmopolitan

gathering', `representing all beliefs in the theological dictionary, and more
besides'.55) The lowest ratio of attenders to adherents was that of the Church of
England, in which total evening attendances represented only about 10 per cent of
nominal membership. If it is assumed that in most Protestant churches the evening
attendances were higher than those in the morning, that a majority of Roman
Catholics attended Mass each Sunday morning, and that a certain number of
worshippers perhaps one in five were `twicers', usually attending both services,
it would appear that the proportion of regular churchgoers in Adelaide in 1888 was
around 45 per cent. In other words, just under half the total population attended
some church or chapel on Sunday. This rate of church attendance was significantly

higher than in New South Wales (28 per cent in 1888) and comparable with
Victoria (43 per cent in 1890).56

There is no accurate statistical evidence to indicate that the proportion of
churchgoers in Adelaide was greater in the 1900s than in the 1880s, while there is a

good deal of impressionistic evidence to suggest otherwise. During the 1890s,
because of the prolonged economic depression in South Australia, there was little
money available for church extension, and few new congregations were founded or
church buildings erected in the metropolitan area.57 The churches themselves felt
that they were making no gains, merely marking time. In 1895, after a year -long

survey of the Sunday services in 59 Adelaide churches, Quiz and the Lantern
concluded that there were `comparatively few churches that can be called successful

from an attendance point of view'.58 With only four exceptions Pirie Street
Wesleyan (Rev. Joseph Berry), Wellington Square Primitive Methodist (Rev. J.

captains of commerce. Each year at the meetings of the Baptist Union, the ministers

and their wives were entertained, in separate groups, at the mansions of wealthy
church members at the Fowlers' 'Wootton Lea' or 'Sunnyside' at Glen Osmond,
Charles Birks' 'Knutsford' at Glenelg, or J. Viner Smith's 'Burwood' at Fullarton.
Sunday School teachers were exhorted to encourage their pupils to admire success
and `bigness', and to tell them about the 'multitude of scholars who have become
successful missionaries, merchants and citizens'.53
*

*

*

*

*

The size of the churchgoing population in Adelaide around 1900 cannot be gauged
with accuracy. The only census of church attendance in the late nineteenth century
had been taken twelve years earlier, by the Wesleyan Methodist organ, the Christian
Weekly.54 This survey, begun on 19 August 1888, counted 17037 worshippers (both
adults and children) at the Sunday evening services in all churches within a three -

mile radius of the General Post Office. The total population of the area was
believed to be at least 60000, though as the population of the inner suburban
municipalities at the 1891 census was 84535, this was certainly an underestimate. On the following Sunday, 26 August, there was a similar census of
evening church attendances at Glenelg and in the Port Adelaide district. In each
place, about one in every five worshippers attended a Wesleyan Methodist church.

The evening meetings of the Salvation Army, with their succession of easily
remembered choruses, band music, testimonies and shouts of 'Hallelujah!', were
largely attended by many people who did not regard themselves as formally

Baptist ministers at 'Wootton Lea', the home of G. S. Fowler, during the jubilee meetings
of the South Australian Baptist Association, August 1887. (S.A. Baptist Archives)
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religious fervour would one day flow again, in a mighty volume sweeping all

Place
Day Thompson), Norwood Baptist (Rev. Charles Bright) and Brougham
In
there
were
`plenty
of
empty
pews'.
Congregational (Rev. Dr James Jefferis)
increased
during
the
every denomination in South Australia, church membership
total adult

before ít.66

It throws light on the religious opinions of ordinary men and women in Adelaide at
this time to follow the lengthy newspaper correspondence that erupted in March
1900 on the subject of `Why men do not go to church'.67 It was triggered off by a
report of the Forward Movement proposed by the first united Methodist Conference
and provoked so much public and private debate that on 29 April it was the subject
of special sermons at the morning services in three of the largest city churches. In
the letters published in the Register the three reasons most commonly advanced to
explain the absence of men from church were the endless demands for money, the

first decade of the twentieth century, both numerically and relative to the

population, but the number of those who attended worship regularly (without
to
necessarily committing themselves to full communicant membership) appears
Methodist
church
the
number
of
`Attendants
on
have risen only slightly.59 In the
and
Public Worship' (including Sunday School scholars) in Adelaide city

suburban circuits grew by 10 per cent between 1901 and 1911, from 23705 to 26242,
to
but in relation to the total urban population this was a decline from 16.7 per cent
15.5 per cent.
The first decade of the new century saw growing signs of anxiety and pessimism
in church circles as clergymen became aware that the externals of religion were
from the Register
more widely ignored than before. On Sunday evenings, a reporter
of
the
city
were
`thronged
with
strollers who
observed in 1903, the principal streets
it is,
had no care to join the worshippers for, if Adelaide is a city of churches,
air'.6o
spend
the
Sunday
evening
in
the
open
likewise, a city in which vast numbers
To meet the needs of the non -churchgoers, concerts were held on Sunday
afternoons and evenings. `It is evident that Sunday amusements are coming in like
observed the editor of the Southern Baptist in 1904.61 Railway

hypocrisy of so many church members and the boredom of church services.
Churches were too dominated by moneyed interests, it was claimed. In many
instances church services were a `galaxy of fashion, a promenade of the rich', while
the poor and ill- clothed were made to feel their position and treated with contempt.

Young working people did not go to church, one writer alleged, because their
wages were so low that they could not afford to put anything in the collection plate.
Most ministers received `enormous stipends', and were compelled to preach trite

generalities that would not offend their wealthier parishioners. Because their
sermons were long- winded and socially irrelevant, intelligent men were not

a flood', sourly
employees, hotel barmen and football associations began holding their annual

attracted:

picnics on Sundays, and by 1912 there was even talk of Sunday picture shows. Each

Men of intelligence [wrote `Buffum Banks'] require a mental treat on Sundays

public concerts and other
with regret `the growing practice of holding
the Christian public of this State to do

their taste.68

something to think upon during the week and will not go to Church unless they get it.
Far better take a stroll in the country, or stay at home and enjoy some literature suited to

year the South Australian Methodist Conference passed wordy resolutions,
It viewed
deploring the drift towards the desecration of the `Christian Sabbath'.

It was not a debate about the truth of Christianity. The non attenders said they
believed in God and in Jesus, the supreme exemplar of the Golden Rule. They
contrasted the church of the present with the church of the New Testament, as they
believed Christ had meant it to be, and stayed away.

entertainments on the Lord's Day, and urges
its utmost to prevent the introduction of the Continental Sabbath'62
As the trend towards Sunday entertainments grew, church attendances were
visibly affected. In 1909 the retiring president of the Methodist Conference, the Rev.
Isaac Rooney, referred in an official address to 'one of the most difficult problems'
the church had to grapple with `the large number of respectable people who

Defenders of the church were quick to attack the sins of individuals. They blamed
the non - attenders for personal selfishness, laziness, logical inconsistency, petty
grievances and blind indifference to the obligation of public worship demanded by
a divinely revealed religion. The question, they claimed, was misleading: it should
rather be `Why do some men not go to church ?'; for many did go, and there had
never been a time when the churches were crowded with men. From the pulpit of
Stow Memorial Church the Rev. Joseph Robertson drew the favourite moral of
nineteenth century churchmen and forecast the terrible social consequences that
would inevitably follow from a prolonged decay in religious observances. For it
was the Christian religion that provided the only secure foundation for morality:

habitually absent themselves from the public worship of God, and spend the
Sabbath in pleasure excursions and picnics' .63 'It is difficult to say what proportion

of the population may reasonably be expected to attend public worship on

Sundays', observed the Rev. J. W. Roberts, chairman of the Congregational Union,
in 1911. 'If we put it at one - fifth, I doubt whether that proportion of the dwellers in
Adelaide would be found in the churches on the Lord's Day.'69 Although this was
probably an under - estimate, no one questioned his accuracy. A reporter from the
Labor paper, the Daily Herald, who visited and reported on the services at a large
number of Adelaide city and suburban churches in the following year, was `struck

For goodness and noble living they needed the dynamics which only the Christian faith

could support....A generation withdrawn from Church might be respectable and
proper; but what of their children? What of their children's children? What of a few

with the idea that revealed religion is losing its hold, chiefly by the paucity of
young people in some congregations'.65
Church leaders took up the subject of the apparent decline of organized
Christianity and church attendance in their official addresses, only to reassure their

generations of non - Churchgoers? In one life disastrous results sometimes followed nonattendance at Church. What might not be expected in three or four generations of them
that acknowledged not God ?69

listeners that any observed numerical arrest was only a temporary lull before a more
triumphant Christian advance. For the ebb was always followed by a flow; when

of society attended church to demonstrate their respectability, they found it

Although some correspondents had suggested that well -to -do people and leaders

the church had reformed its methods and revitalized its message, the tide of
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difficult to recognize that non attendance could equally be a deep-rooted social
habit: that many men did not go to church simply because it was not the custom of
their group.
The claim that churches contained more women than men was not unique to
South Australia, for in England the same lament had been common since the
18805.70 Everyone in Adelaide knew that many middle -class men went to Pixie
Street Methodist Church, attracted by the pulpit oratory of the Rev. Henry Howard,
who from the time of his arrival in 1902 was the city's most popular preacher. There

were prosperous suburban congregations like that of the Spicer Memorial

Methodist Church in East Adelaide (St Peters), where in 1911 the church reporter
from the Daily Herald was impressed by `the large proportion of men who are
found worshipping at both the morning and evening services'.71 But such
congregations were rare enough to arouse comment. Much depended upon the
personality of the minister, for even in the same church the composition of the
congregation could quickly alter. When the editor of Quiz and the Lantern
attended an evening service at Pixie Street Church in 1894, he counted about 400
men and youths in a congregation of 1500.72 He noted the same imbalance of the
sexes elsewhere for example, at Clayton and College Park Congregational
churches, Christ Church, North Adelaide, St John's, Halifax Street and St Paul's
Pulteney Street: `Once more the ladies are found to predominate in the
communicants, and one is tempted to ask In what position would the churches be
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evangelistic service at 8 p.m. in the Theatre Royal. To reach those who wandered

the streets on Sunday evenings with nowhere to go, the Rev. Henry Howard
regularly preached at a `People's Service' in the Tivoli Theatre or the Town Hall
after his usual evening church service. Conservative churchmen deplored the
tendency for religion to be seen to compete with secular entertainments. From the
security of his well - heeled congregation at Flinders Street Presbyterian Church, the
Rev. George Davidson declared that the church was `not for entertainment but for
the formation of character'; while `certain methods' might be adopted to make the
services attractive, the gospel message was the only power that could change the
heart.78

The most ambitious attempt in these years to confront the working -class urban
dwellers' alienation from evangelical religion was the foundation of the Central
Methodist Mission.79 To mark the achievement of Methodist union in 1900, and the
beginning of a new century, South Australian Methodists were eager to embark on

a new enterprise. Some felt that the church was not prospering as it should:

if it were not for the women ?'73 Some believed that the absence of men from church

was related to the Adelaide climate. During the hot summer months women and
girls were even more in evidence at church, dressed in white and waving fans; men
found their thick suits uncomfortable and preferred to stay at home, `clad in light
attire, to smoke the pipe of peace'.74
The problem of attracting men to church was acknowledged to be greatest in
working -class suburbs. The priest -in- charge of St Oswald's, Parkside, despaired:
`Truly the "Men" problem is exceedingly difficult.'75 Judging `by the attendance of
the working men upon our churches and the interest they take in the Gospel, would
you think that our founder was a carpenter ?', asked the president of the Baptist
Union in 1908.76 `That we are losing grip of a certain class cannot be denied',
leclared the editor of the Methodist weekly paper in 1912:
Men who were formerly in our churches are now at the Botanic Park on Sabbath
afternoons or at some other political gathering....The leaders of the Labour and
Socialistic movements are largely outside of our Churches.77

Some clergymen were temporarily persuaded that men could be drawn to church
through church associated social and sporting clubs. Others believed that working
men absented themselves from worship because the church had failed to speak out
on social questions that concerned them, or to answer their intellectual doubts and

w

difficulties. Enterprising ministers, in an effort to attract men to their Sunday
evening services, experimented with special `Men's Services' or a `Mission to
Men', or advertised courses of sermons on topical subjects of supposed interest to
men such as The Meaning and Value of Life' and `Popular Talks on Puzzling
Problems'. A few tried open -air services or preaching on street corners. In the city
the Y.M.C.A. held a Bible Class for young men at 4.30 each Sunday afternoon,
featuring plenty of singing, Bible study groups and a social tea, followed by an

Franklin Street Bible Christian Church (Maughan Church), 1896. The church was
erected by the Methodist New Connexion in 1864 and demolished in 1963.
(S.A. Archives)
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daring spirit of aggression. There must be a fixed resolve to arise and capture this

services. Idlers on the streets who were glad to have somewhere to go were
encouraged to attend; the atmosphere was 'bright and hearty'; the preacher

province for Christ eo

addressed his congregation man -to -man, hoping to 'put a little sunshine into their

The nearness of union has acted as a brake upon new enterprises. We need a bold and

Methodists who hungered for expansion and the statistics of visible growth were
attracted by the concept of the Forward Movement. The phrase had first been used

by English Wesleyans in the 1880s; its meaning was admittedly vague, but it
embodied a desire to try new strategies to meet the religious and social needs of the

unchurched urban masses. The Forward Movement concept had led to the
foundation of Central Missions in the English industrial cities and, in 1889, in

hearts, and make them leave feeling all the better'."
The churches of Adelaide at the beginning of the century were not complacent.
Protestant churchmen believed they could make Adelaide a Christian city through
preaching an old- fashioned message of God's love and the need for personal
conversion (though without their spiritual forefathers' emphasis on hell), and they
rather enjoyed devising ways of achieving their goal.

Sydney. In Adelaide the idea was strongly backed by the Rev. Joseph Berry, editor

of the Christian Weekly. At the first united conference of South Australian
Methodism in March 1900, it was decided to establish a Central Mission in
Adelaide, centred on the former Franklin Street Bible Christian Church
Maughan Church. The prosperous congregation of Pirie Street Church had
refused to allow its church to become a mission centre, and urged that the needs
of West Adelaide were greater than the eastern side of the city. The Rev. W. A. Potts,
minister of Draper Memorial Church in Gilbert Street, was appointed missioner:
'It was known that the desire for a free hand and an opportunity to work among the
neglected and lapsed masses burned like a fire in his bones.'st

At one of the inaugural meetings of the Central Mission, held at Maughan
Church in April 1900, the Chief Justice, Sir Samuel Way, quoted the statement of
the leading English Wesleyan exponent of the Forward Movement, Hugh Price
Hughes: that just as no country would be regarded as conquered until the capital
was taken, so the churches must not consider their own work successful until the
cities were won for Christ. Potts was anxious to distance the Mission from the
puritanism of conventional religiosity. Their method would be not negative but

positive, he declared. They did not believe in a gospel of 'Don'ts'. Their work
would be evangelistic, social, educational and recreational.82
During the first year of the Central Mission, the foundations of its subsequent
work were laid. Two women missionaries, known as Sisters of the People, did the
bulk of the philanthropic work house -to -house visiting, the distribution of tracts
and material help to the sick and poor, and the occasional 'rescue' of prostitutes. A
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon was inaugurated a cheerful amalgam of community
hymn singing, musical items and uplifting addresses, as an alternative form of
worship suitable for non - churchgoers. Open -air services with a brass band were
begun each Sunday evening outside the General Post Office. A social hall was

opened where special work anything that would encourage a 'healthier, purer,
and more intelligent life' could be undertaken for girls and mothers, young men
and youths.83 The services at Maughan Church attracted 'scores of people who have
not been attending any place of worship for years'.84 But the initial euphoria did
not last. There was no religious revival in West Adelaide; in 1905 the missioner
confessed to 'a feeling of dissatisfaction with the results of our work' 85 Moreover,
the Mission had no assured source of income, and it was weighed down by existing
debts on its churches. The problems of organization and finance were not overcome

until the Rev. W. H. Cann was appointed Missioner in 1911. Cann raised large
sums of money from Adelaide businessmen, erected new buildings and broadened
the Mission's range of activities. By this time Maughan Church was regarded as
'the poor people's church' of Adelaide.86 It was proud of its Sunday evening
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IN SEARCH OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
MARITIME HISTORY
A paper presented to a meeting of the University of Adelaide History Club in
June 1980

JOHN YOUNG
There is a remarkable absence, in the South Australian community, of a sense
that the sea has anything to do with our history: witness the absence of enthusiasm

for the establishment of a Maritime Park at Port Adelaide, not merely in the
community at large, but in Port Adelaide itself, and the similar lack of support for
the preservation of our last remaining commercial sailing vessel, the 108 year old
Annie Watt.' There is a consensus now that we should preserve old buildings, even
at great public cost, and we make television soap- operas with historic content.
`Heritage' has come into its own in the 1970s as a potent slogan of the market place.
So far, however, the Australian Heritage and especially the Heritage of this state is
perceived as being entirely lacking in maritime content. And this is strange when
you consider the great importance of the sea in the economic and social history of
this country.
Until the 1960s nearly all immigrant Australians arrived from their countries of
origin by sea. Most of them ended up living within 20 miles of the sea in one of five
of the world's great seaports, and ships remain the major means of overcoming the
`tyranny of distance'. For 150 years the spars of sailing ships rising tall above the
buildings formed a backdrop to city life. The first fortunes in Australia were made

not from wheat or wool but from the products of the sea or sea -borne trade
whaling, sealing and the trades in timber, tea, sandalwood and liquor, with China,
New Zealand, South East Asia and the Pacific Islands.2 Shipping firms like
Dalgety's, Elders, the N.Z. Loan and Mercantile Co., Goldsborough of Melbourne
and Mort of Sydney gave credit to graziers on the basis of their future wool cargoes
and gradually acquired, with the banks and then the insurance companies, control
of a large proportion of the wealth of the country .3
Most countries which have a maritime history, as Australia has, have developed

an appropriate tradition in which consciousness of this aspect of collective
experience has been preserved. Their painters have painted seascapes: their heroes

have included sailors. They have preserved old ships like the Constitution in
Boston, U:S.A., the Cutty Sark or the Victory in England. Like New Zealand and
many smaller countries they have sailing ships in which old skills can be re- learnt
by young men and women.

Australia has not conformed to this pattern: the sea has no place in national
mythology, and the 'Australian Legend' would have us believe that the things
Dr John Young is a Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Adelaide, and
author of Australia's Pacific Frontier (Melbourne, 1967).

S.A. MARITIME HISTORY

32

which are distinctively Australian mateship, egalitarianism, racism and so on
are land derived. It is significant perhaps that the sea - shanty `Bound for South
Australia' is preserved as something of an anomaly in anthologies of bush songs,4
and that South Australia's last working sailing ship, instead of being preserved
publicly in a place of honour, lies rotting and neglected in a suburban churchyard.
More surprising though is the fact that academic historians have accepted the

popular view. The sea comes into Australian history as a horror to be lived through
for the convicts, the deck of the Buffalo gives a simulated heave off the Portland Bill

of imagination in the Constitutional Museum. Then we hear no more about it
until suddenly, in 1890, there is a great maritime strike, involving ships' officers,
seamen and wharf labourers, which becomes, debatably, a turning point in the
industrial and political history of the nation. How the section of the workforce
which was concerned with the sea came to carry such a clout in the life of the nation

remains a mystery. Equally mysterious, beside our knowledge of working

conditions in shearing sheds and city sweating shops, is our ignorance of shipboard
life in the same period.5
The reasons for this denial of an important part of our past are probably
profound and complicated. They have to do, I expect, with the fact that Australia,
and especially South Australia, was settled in an age of galloping technological
innovation which led to the rapid obliteration of successive patterns of settlement,
culture and landscape. This has meant that the re- discovery of the sea, by South
Australians, as a recreational asset, has been a product, not of an indigenous

maritime tradition, but of yet another `overseas trend'. It explains why popular
boating has developed as an offshoot of the motor industry, in boats which look as
much like motor cars or caravans as possible, and why they bang into each other
and blow up in much the same way.6
This is an illustration, perhaps, of the dangers of denying the past, for to
obliterate an aspect of history is to obliterate a basis of identity and to create a
tendency towards a cultural cringe and acceptance of spurious imitations of other
people's pasts as a substitute. In South Australia, more than anywhere else, the
existence of a maritime history has been ignored. We do have museums and
societies of antiquarians and seamen with an interest in the sea,7 but it is significant
that maritime history is popularily perceived and presented by the tourist industry
in terms of shipwrecks: the malfunctions and disasters which were the exceptions to
the business of shipbuilding, trade and navigation. It was the movement of ships

upon their lawful and uneventful occasions which linked remote communities,

made colonisation possible, which linked South Australia with the colonies which
were to make up the Commonwealth, and with Asia and Europe. It is not this story,
but that of the terrors of the deep which exercises popular imagination, so for most

South Australians the sea remains something to be feared, and viewed with
suspicion, preferably through a windscreen.

Yet for most of its history South Australia has been heavily dependent on

communication by water. The coastline stretches for over 2,400 miles, including a
large offshore island and the two inlets of Spencer and St Vincent Gulfs, which
penetrate to the edge of the `settled areas'. The result is that most of the agricultural
land, most of the sheep, all the wine and most of the minerals were produced within
about 40 miles of a place from which they could be shipped. In 1876 there were 60
places in regular use as ports, fourteen of which were open to large ships in all
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weathers.8 The first stage of port development was usually a simple jetty. They were
built all along the coasts of both gulfs wherever the shape of the land, or a reef or a

sand bar gave a bit of shelter for at least some of the time. They remain as gaunt
memorials, not just of seaborne trade, but of the vigorous political campaigns

which were fought to get them built. The settlers of Willunga, for example,
petitioned Parliament in 1865:
That water carriage for storekeepers' goods from Adelaide would be cheaper than land

carriage and that if jetty accommodation were given, Port Willunga would import
largely, thus saving the main South Road a large proportion of its wear and tear.9

They got their jetty eventually. How they got it has never been investigated.
Research into the political history of South Australia in the nineteenth century has
been concerned with personalities, just as social history has been largely concerned
with localities or institutions.10 What Hancock called `Span', the perception of the

relations between things," is noticeably lacking; the relationship, for example,
between the local interests of small communities which wanted public works like
jetties, or steam subsidies, and the underlying stability of the apparently turbulent
political life of the state in the 1860 -1890 period. This is something which
researchers have neglected. It has been easier to follow the biographical or
institutional leads imposed on research by the way in which archives and other
collections are organised, for the benefit, typically, of researchers looking for
particular details of individual ancestors, localities or institutions rather than for
historians looking for patterns or causes.
So it is with jetties. They meant status, contact with outside markets and ideas,

but to build them was far beyond the economic capacity of small rural
communities. Acquiring them therefore absorbed a great deal of political energy.

They are thus monuments, not merely to the seaborne commerce which they
facilitated, but also to the log- rolling' which facilitated them. Across St Vincent
Gulf on Yorke Peninsula, and Spencer Gulf, road distances were many times
greater between most communities than distances by water, and by the mid -1870s
the map of the coastline began, as a contemporary pointed out, `to show ... a more

than distant resemblance to a comb'.12 Small ships were used not just to shift
cargoes, but to carry passengers. In 1875, for example, when copper mining was at
its height, the way you got from Adelaide to Wallaroo or Moonta was either by
sailing ketch, all the way around the Yorke Peninsula, or if you were in a real hurry
you could get a steamer up the gulf to Clinton, opposite Port Wakefield, and then
get a coach to Wallaroo.13

Other Spencer Gulf communities were dependent on sailing vessels for their
existence. In October 1890, the Register, commenting on the maritime strike, was

not so much alarmed at the outcome of class war as at the effect on rural
communities:
The stoppage of sailing craft is severely felt in some of the outlying districts, and
supplies to storekeepers and farmers in various directions are now completely cut off. It

is now practically impossible to send supplies to Yorke Peninsula, and as the
storekeepers' stocks are not large, the outlook is rather anxious.19

Thirteen years later the editor of the Observer looked back on the part played by the

coastal sailing vessels in the history of the state: the mantle of Romance, usually
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reserved for bushmen, cattle drovers and inland explorers, was fleetingly extended
to the men who traded under sail in coastal waters:

decided that ships drawing up to 16 feet would be able to use it, and that month the
first two ships entered the Port River: Port Misery, they called it. It was 1838 before

... places never dreamt of as ports were opened up by the masters' pluck and enterprise;

dredging began the following year and by 1847 the channel was deepened to 19 feet
at low water, large enough for most ships of the time to get in on a rising tide. By
1846, 142 ships had used the port; 76 of them were over 200 registered tonnage,
which indicates that they were overseas ships.21

tortuous passages in shallow waters through sandspits and flats were explored and
utilised and this pioneer fleet of sailing vessels conferred considerable benefit upon
South Australia.15

Had the academic study of history been well established in South Australia when
our ports were full of sailing ships it is possible that maritime history would have
gained a place on the academic agenda, but in fact it was not until much later that
South Australian history became the subject of professional historical research and
one consequence of this was that the colonisation of South Australia was dated
from 1836.16

Even if European settlement is taken as the starting point of South Australian
history it really begins, from a maritime point of view, much earlier, in 1802.
Flinders was under orders to sail direct to Sydney before setting out on a

circumnavigation of Australia. Instead his first encounter with the Australian coast
was the beginning of a careful survey which brought him into South Australian
waters in February 1802. After doing detailed chartwork in Spencer Gulf, he arrived
off Kangaroo Island on 21 March and anchored just west of the site of present -day
Penneshaw in Eastern Cove. He spent several days in St Vincent Gulf and bestowed
on our coast a few unimaginative names. Mt Lofty was one of his. Then he went on
his careful way. He passed his report of good anchorages, tame kangaroos and an
uninhabited island, to Baudin, of the Géographe at Encounter Bay on 7 April.
After completing the first circumnavigation of Kangaroo Island under sail, a feat
which has not often been repeated,17 Baudin passed the details of his discoveries on
to an American sealing vessel, the Union, which he met in King George's Sound,

the first wharf was complete, with 15 feet of water alongside at low tide, but

Port Adelaide soon became the centre of a diverse range of maritime activity.
Whaling was established almost immediately at Encounter Bay and at Sleaford
Bay, south of Port Lincoln. This was shore whaling, carried out by gangs of men
watching for whales on their annual migration through Backstairs Passage and
south of Eyre Peninsula. The earlier sealing trade had centred on Sydney, but the
South Australian whaling industry which succeeded it was able to centre on Port
Adelaide as a point for the transhipment of whale products into overseas ships.
This created a need for small vessels to provide local transport. By 1840 seventeen
small ships were in operation in South Australian waters, most of them imported
from Britain or New South Wales, and engaged variously in transporting whale
products to Port Adelaide from Port Lincoln and Encounter Bay, carrying stone
from Kangaroo Island, which was used for making the Port Road across the
swamps, and, in winter, bringing firewood from the mangrove swamps on the
eastern side of St Vincent Gulf to Adelaide for fue1.22
By 1842, agricultural settlement was spreading down the eastern side of the gulf
and ships were calling at Onkaparinga (Port Noarlunga), Normanville, Second
Valley and Cape Jervis. The period from 1842 to 1846 was one of depression in
w

Western Australia. The Union was the first vessel to undertake a commercial
venture in South Australian waters. She spent four winter months at American

River and then arrived in Sydney in June 1804 with a cargo of seal skins, together
with a new ship, the Independence, a 30 ton schooner, the first ship known to have
been built in South Australia.18
From then on, Kangaroo Island was added to the itinerary of an increasing fleet
of Sydney -owned sealing vessels, and acquired a shore -based community. On 5
April 1817, for example, the Sydney Gazette reported the arrival of the Sydney
owned ship Endeavour:
We learn that 13 Europeans, most or all of whom have gone from these settlements, are

living on K.I. in a curious state of independence having nothing to depend on for
subsistence but the wild birds that inhabit it.19

The Bigge Report of 1819 shows that Kangaroo Island was the main source of salt
for the colony of New South Wales, and by then it was visited quite often. Captain
Sutherland visited the island in the brig Governor Macquarie and claimed to have
explored it thoroughly and found it well watered and fertile. It was largely his
totally misleading advice which led to its settlement at Kingscote by the South
Australia Company in 1836.20
By November 1836, however, Colonel Light had decided on Adelaide as the site of
the new capital. Port Adelaide was investigated in December, and though there was
a bar with only 8 feet of water on it just off what is now Outer Harbour, it was
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The Schooner Yatala at Port Onkaparinga, 1848. From a photograph in the S.A.
Archives, of a painting. The jetty in the foreground did not extend to the reef as
the present one does.
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South Australia, and the number of small ships declined, but from 1846 to the gold
rushes the economy revived rapidly. Cargo manifests itemise the settlement of a
new land in an industrial age. Inwards cargoes to Port Adelaide were mostly single

items like wheat or slate from Willunga, salt from Kangaroo island, or copper
which was hauled overland by Spanish muleteers from Burra to Port Wakefield,23
and then shipped to Port Adelaide, or lightered on to overseas ships anchored at the
head of the gulf. Outward bound there were mixed cargoes kegs of nails, brandy,
arsenic and flour (listed adjacently), saws and horseshoes, catering in the early days
for the needs of men living alone, and then the soap, sewing machines, bedsteads

and pianos which document the arrival of women as domestic partners, to be
unloaded anywhere from Port McDonnell in the South East to Fowler's Bay in the
Bight.29

Intercolonial trade developed at first as a secondary occupation for overseas ships
in Australian waters, especially in the first decade of settlement when migrant ships
found themselves in Adelaide, where there was little cargo available, so they had to
seek cargoes from New South Wales before the run home round Cape Horn. By
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1850, however, interstate shipping had become important in its own right. An

important source for this period are the Fox diaries in the Mitchell Library, kept by
the skipper of the 135 ton brig Emma, trading between Adelaide and Sydney and
back again in the 1840s. Fox comments frequently on other shipping encountered
on the way, and as indicated by the shipping news and passenger lists published in
the newspapers it is clear that the sea was virtually the only means of interstate
communication. It remained the most important one until the 1890s. The round
trip took an average of 32 days; twelve days from Adelaide to Sydney and nineteen
days back to Adelaide.25
In local waters, the conditions under which small ships had to operate, facing
ocean waters one day, and the next, working the tide up a silent creek a few feet deep
in the mangroves to load wheat, or copper, soon affected design. Most maritime
countries have developed a characteristic type of coastal vessel for the particular
context in which they worked. Holland produced a wide variety of craft with bluff
rounded bows designed to smash their way through the short steep seas of the North
Sea estuaries, and lee boards, so that they could sail well to windward. Britain
developed the Thames sailing barge with its distinctive spritsail rig for similar

conditions on the other side of the North Sea, and Bawleys, Smacks and Pilot
Cutters, adapted through a process of natural selection, to each coastal locality.
The eastern seaboard of the U.S.A. produced a variety of local types from
Friendship Sloops to Grand Banks Schooners, many of which are now being
restored and rebuilt.
Each type of craft was the product of a particular set of relationships between
cargoes, social conditions, climate, materials, traditions of craftsmanship and the
waters in which they worked. Each combination of these circumstances produced
its own answer to one of man's oldest problems, how to get a living from the sea.
Ships are therefore documents of these relationships. The sea was, moreover, a
harder taskmaster than the land. The whim or fancy which led to the construction
of an ill- adapted building meant no more than some inconvenience and
neighbourly criticism. The builder of an unseaworthy ship risks his life. To this
extent old ships which have passed the test of successful management and

The Ketch Seaflower at Port Adelaide towards the end of the 19th century. From the

Edwardes Collection, State Library of South Australia.
navigation for several generations are even more worthy of veneration and public
expense than old buildings.
Australia produced few distinctive craft vessels which can be said to be truly
Australian, evolved to do a particular job efficiently and economically using only
the forces of wind and tide. As such they are documents of social and economic
reality. They include the pearling luggers of the northern coasts, the `Couta boats'
of Victoria, the cray boats of Tasmania and Bass Strait, and the trading ketches of
South Australia.26 Not only are these vessels documents, but monuments to man's

last serious attempt to work in harmony with nature before becoming entirely
committed to the impious project of contending with it for mastery.
The earliest small vessels on the South Australian coast were not ketches like the
Seaflower but cutters, mostly imported from New South Wales or Britain, or built
to designs evolved for overseas conditions. Few were larger than about 40 feet long.
When need arose for greater carrying capacity, mainsails grew bigger and the cutter
rig was hard to manage without a large crew which was needed to reef the mainsail
in a hurry. The ketch rig is the result of the need, in a larger vessel, to split the sail
area up into smaller sizes, so that whole sails could be lowered in a few seconds at

the approach of a squall. Most ketches had a mizzen, main, topsail, and two
headsails. The normal crew was two men and a boy, but they could move 100 tons of

cargo about as much as six semi trailers can carry legally and they used no fuel.
Some ketches carried only a man and a boy, and one skipper, Paul Strauss, used to
sail his ketch, the Tickera, single handed. 27
The first ketches to work on the South Australian coast came from Tasmania.
The earliest Tasmanian -built ketch on record was the Huon Pine, 57 feet 8 inches
long, with 14 feet 4 inch beam and a depth of hull of only 3 feet 9 inches. She was
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Possibly the Seaflower with rubbing strakes fitted. Edwardes Collection.

Ship building at Port Adelaide about 1874. Edwardes Collection.
built for work only within the Derwent estuary, and used leeboards as her hull was

of shallow draft, flat- bottomed design to enable her to load off beaches and
negotiate shallow creeks. It is likely that she was based on the contemporary
spritsail rigged Thames barge.28 The word 'barge' continued to be used to describe
some South Australian ketches until a much later date; it was probably a term
which normally referred to the rig with its small mizzen.29
By the time South Australia began its period of economic growth from 1846, the
Tasmanian ketch had developed open water ability and some were trading across
the Bass strait. The device which enabled them to do this, while still being able to
negotiate shallow waters, was the centreboard, first fitted to the ketch Huon Chief
in 1849.8° By 1857 the centreboard was being used in South Australia. The Register
reported an unnamed cutter that year, in the process of construction in the backyard

rr

of the 'Maid and Magpie' Hotel on Magill Road. 'It is built upon the American
centre -board principle which will facilitate its passage in shoal water'.81 The South
Australian trader was thus the product of evolution from a British hull -form fitted
with an American device. Further American influence, or perhaps the experience of

the short seas of local gulf waters, soon resulted in rounded chines for more
comfortable sea - keeping and more refined lines than the barge, with a fine run aft

to a short counter stern, and a fiddle or clipper bow.
The typical ketch of the 1860s and 1870s was about 68 feet overall, 55 feet on the
waterline with a moulded depth of 5 feet and an unloaded draft of three feet forward
and four feet aft. Keels were of timber 18 inches wide, and had a slot five inches wide
cut through them for 12 feet of their length to take the centreboard. The centreboard
case came up the middle of the hold to above deck level so that any water which
spurted through the case as she drove into a head sea spilled down onto the deck and
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The Schooner Postboy, launched at Birkenhead, 1874. Plans of the Postboy have
been prepared by Mr R. Sexton and are being used as a basis for the design of a sail
training vessel by the Jubilee Sailing Ship Project Inc. See footnote 48.
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back into the sea through the scuppers. The centreboard itself was a massive piece
of construction measuring 12 feet by 10 feet, and built up of planks three inches
thick and twelve inches wide, shod with iron at the bottom and weighing over a ton.
It was hauled up the case by a winch sited just aft of the mainmast.32
Of all the 330 coastal vessels in South Australian waters between 1838 and 1970,
136 were built in South Australia, which meant the development of a sizeable ship
building industry. Seventy -one of the 330 vessels were built in Tasmania, 57 in
Britain, and the rest in other states.33 Those built in South Australia and Tasmania
were wooden ketches and many of those built in Tasmania were built to order for
South Australian owners, with South Australian conditions in mind. Annie Watt is
a good example of the type, built by John Wilson of Port Cygnet, Tasmania, for G.
Watt, merchant, of Port Adelaide. She was 68 feet overall, 18 feet beam and of 5 feet
6 inches draft loaded. She was launched in 1872, and in 1887 was bought by the Port
Wakefield Shipping Company, which kept her until 1889 and then sold her to W.
Sawford, who used her in the intercolonial trade until 1916. Bought by Reg Harvey,
he sailed her for the rest of her working life, and his, until 1970. She was then sold to
the South Australian Ketch Preservation Association, but her future depends on
some positive action being taken by the State Government and the National Trust
towards the establishment of Port Adelaide's Maritime Park. Sawford's ownership

was perhaps the highlight of her career. She carried about 4000 square feet of
_

Heather Belle, Annie Watt and One and All off Port Adelaide. Edwardes
Collection.

canvas, and could sail at IO knots with a good breeze. The Annie Watt was also a
very handy vessel. She never needed a tug; Reg Harvey used to sail her right up the
Port River, fair wind or foul, and bring her alongside the wharf without losing any
paint.
This saved a lot of money, and ketch skippers and crews took a great pride in their
profession, though without letting anyone know about it. It was a pride which was
comparable with that of a gun shearer like Flash Jack from Gundagai who could
'sheer a couple of hundred a day if ever he liked to try'. Ketch hands also cultivated
the nonchalant expertise, the professional understatement which, by the end of the
nineteenth century, had become the Australian style.
Ronald Thiele was a ketch hand for over 20 years. A lot of them, he says, came
from the country:

4
I

r

The sea had captured their imagination from the reading of books or existed as an urgent
compulsion from childhood as it had with me. Many of our illusions were shattered, of

course, but I do not remember one boy retiring to the farm defeated."

On the ketch John Lewis he brought wheat from the ports on the western side of
Spencer Gulf, Tumby Bay and Franklin Harbour to the overseas steamers loading
at Wallaroo. He writes:

r

T

Our skipper was very fond of his little ship and his ability to handle her, so he would
put on a show; he'd keep on sail in a fresh breeze till the last minute coming in to

Wallaroo and a gang of wharfies and steamer hands would gather on the rail to
appreciate the sight of the ketch with a bone in her teeth about to crunch into the steel
wall of the ship. At the last moment, he would round her up into the wind and expect his
crew to get the sail off her so she nudged alongside without a scrape. We grumbled at the
skipper as he shouted orders at us, and called him a show -off, quietly of course, so he

The One and All, built Tasmania 1878, sunk in the Pacific, 1973.

couldn't hear us but we were really just as proud of our ship as he was.
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They pretended indifference to the admiration of the onlookers on the steamer's
deck, but winked at each other as they made a 'harbour stow' of the sails:
'After all we were the real sailors, weren't we'.35

South Australian shipbuilders developed their skills as well, though timber
suitable for ship - building was always scarce in this state, and much of it had to be
imported. Jarrah or Tasmanian blue gum were preferred for the bottom planking,

New Zealand Kauri or Huon pine for the topsides and decks. Local Peppermint
gum and Red gum were used for the grown frames and knees.36 In the 1870s Port
Adelaide became a maritime community of merchants, shipbuilders and seamen
bound by a common interest in nautical affairs. Ketches were usually owned by
small concerns; many of them were family businesses. Some of them have since
diversified in other directions. Wells, Fricker, Le Messurier, Russell, Spells, Dale,
Tulloch and Harvey were the ones which stayed in the business for longest.
Small crews meant that class alignments never developed very strongly. Meals
were eaten in the skipper's cabin, which Thiele describes as 'rather a democratic
feature of ketch life'.37 Loyalty to the ship, the skipper and even the trade, made it
possible for owners to deflect antagonism onto the owners of steam ships or
1

overseas shipping interests when times were bad. This made it possible to
rationalise hard work and low wages as good seamanship. Thiele records how one
skipper for whom he worked was in the habit of announcing that they would sail
on a Saturday night 'after the pictures' and so they did. The skipper would make for
his bunk as soon as Outer Harbour was cleared, leaving Thiele to sail the ketch

across the gulf on his own with no sleep.
At Pine Point. on Sunday morning, no one was going to bring cargo to load so the

crew had nothing to do but mend sails and other ship's maintenance all day. On
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Port Adelaide, probably early 20th century. Edwardes Collection.
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Monday they would load wheat, with the horse and cart coming out to the
grounded ketch as soon as the water was just clear of the horses' bellies when the
cart was alongside. The crew worked the winch and unloaded the cart; the skipper

stacked the wheat in the hold as the tide dropped, sometimes towards the end,

t`.tr.,e".

slitting or `bleeding' the bags to stuff the last pound of wheat under the side decks.
When the tide floated them off they would sail across the gulf to catch the tide up
the Port river in the morning. The crew was paid by the voyage, so a crafty skipper
could arrange things so that they worked a seven day week, if he didn't mind doing
the same himself. One day which they did have off was for the ketch race, held
regularly off Port Adelaide, but for the last time in 1949. It was an occasion which
expressed a community interest in the ketch as a work of man which combined
beauty and utility.

Most ketch hands were young. They were known as the `Birkenhead
Bushrangers'. Often, they were teenagers trying to get the sea time needed to qualify

as ordinary seamen on overseas ships. This was not a context likely to foster
political radicalism. In fact, it was just as likely to be the skipper as the crew who

saw economic life in terms of class conflict. Wally Peterson, skipper of the
Waimana, chewed cigars and was a well -read communist. Described as `very vocal

on matters touching his political beliefs', he was also an expert in celestial
navigation and lectured his crews on the subject to help them study for their mates'
tickets. Another skipper wore a bowler hat, pin- striped suits and bare feet.se

Annie Watt loading wheat on Yorke Peninsula, early 20th century. Edwardes
Collection.

This was the ideological context in which the Coastal Seaman's Union was
formed, in 1886, with the modest aim of getting a guaranteed minimum wage of £5

per month. Membership was confined to seamen engaged in the coasting trade.

The Union, together with the South Australian Coasters Association, was a
member of the Port Adelaide Maritime Counci1,39 which meant that normally the
settlement of disputes was localised within the Port Adelaide community. In 1890,
the coasting seamen demonstrated their lack of radicalism by coming out on strike
two weeks after everyone else, and they were back at work as soon as it was possible

to be without actually scabbing, on 21 October. The rest went back on 21
November, and shortly afterwards the Coastal Seamans' Union became defunct.4°
Lack of militancy was due partly to the small, local scale of the industry and the
unstated romanticism which surrounded it, partly because of the economic threats
to its existence which were becoming serious by the end of the century.
In the middle of the century, passengers preferred to travel on the sea under sail,
rather than endure the hazards and delays of travel by road. In 1875, for example,
the Advertiser reported the departure of the ketch Lureline for Port Broughton,
with 45 passengers. The carriage of passengers remained quite unregulated until
1880, when numbers were limited by the requirement of nine square feet of deck
space for every passenger.41 Passengers began to prefer steamers as soon as they

became available, but to begin with they were unable to compete without
government subsidies.
Ketches on the starting line for the last ketch race. Annie Watt, Heather Belle, One
and All and Adonis.

In 1854, the residents of Port Lincoln began their agitation for a subsidised
steamer service, but they did not succeed. There was no steamer service to Port
Lincoln until the Spencer Gulf Shipping Company laid one on in 1876.42 In 1860
the residents of Yankalilla petitioned for a subsidy for a steamer to call at all the
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Consecutive photographs of a steamer arriving and passengers disembarking at
Port Willunga, 1910. Photographs from the S.A. Archives.
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jetties between Port Adelaide and Port Elliot. They pointed out that the sea was the
only practicable means of communication:
There is not one mile of made road in the district, the nature of the country lying between

this district and Adelaide is such as to render the formation of a railway quite
impracticable and land carriage of produce is unprofitable to the producer."

Parliament voted them their subsidy of £1000 per annum but no one took it up.
Sailing vessels continued to serve the coast until the end of the century. By then,
steamers, some of which, like the Minnipa and the Karralta, are still remembered,
offered a `Gulf trip' which became a popular Adelaide holiday at £6 per head for a
round trip to both gulfs, calling at several ports and taking about a week. They also
provided an occasional passenger service to St Vincent Gulf ports.
Railways became part of the South Australian transport network from 1854
onwards, with the opening of the line from Goolwa to Port Elliot. It linked the
Murray steamer traffic with the coast and so it benefitted coastal shipping directly.
The next line built was from Adelaide to Port Adelaide, which had the same effect.
In 1860, the railway reached Kapunda and, by 1870, Burra itself. This meant that
copper ore could be sent direct to Port Adelaide by rail which cut out an important
trade for Port Wakefield. In 1876, however, a new line was built, from Port
Wakefield to Blyth. This gave the port a new lease of life as a means of exporting
wheat. Ketches took grain to Port Adelaide, or acted as lighters to overseas ships
anchored at the head of the gulf. The same period saw Mt Gambier linked to
Beachport, Naracoorte to Kingston, Jamestown to Port Pinie, Baringa to Port
Broughton and Snowtown to Port Wakefield. These were all lines which extended
the hinterlands of the respective ports. The result was a statewide expansion of
shipping and ship- building.44

Port Wakefield, 1905. Edwardes Collection.
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In 1869 the Waste Lands Amendment Act permitted the sale of 100 acre lots of
land formerly leased to graziers, to be followed by the Strangways Act of 1870 which

turned the hinterlands of Port Augusta, Port Pine and Port Germein into wheat

producing areas. The result was that land legislation and railway building
combined to make the 1870s the peak period of coastal shipping with 8 lines
expanding the hinterlands of their respective ports but unconnected with each
other, or with Adelaide, except by sea. 1879 proved to be the peak year of this
attractive degree of de- centralisation, but, from then on, coastal shipping entered
into a period of slow decline as ships and railways ceased to complement each
other, and entered into competition.
So the overall picture is one of a general increase in seaborne traffic of the state,
assisted by early railway construction until a peak in the 1870s, then a period of
static growth or slow decline until the 1920s, with steamers taking over the work of
the larger ports from sailing vessels. But steamers drew more water than ketches,
and they could not take the ground without risk of damage to their stern gear. They
needed large crews of 7 or 8 as against the 2 or 3 which it took to work a ketch, and
they had to work hard to compete. So long as there were small tidal ports without
direct rail links with Adelaide, ketches could make a living.
It was the linking lines which made the difference. In 1880 the line between
Hambly Bridge and Balaklava was opened; it meant that the mid -north systems

which had boosted the coasting trade were now linked to each other, and,
ultimately, to Adelaide. Passengers for Wallaroo could now reach their destination
in a few hours by train instead of a few days by ketch. In 1884 Adelaide was linked to

Strathalbyn via Mt Barker, which by- passed most of the sea traffic between
Encounter Bay and Adelaide via Backstairs Passage. By 1890 Port Pine was the only

d.s_._.

major port not in rail communication with Adelaide, but at the end of the century
Eyre Peninsula and Kangaroo Island still relied wholly on sea transport, and kept
80 vessels at work. It was further reduced in 1925 when Port Pine was linked with
Port Adelaide and in 1927 when Adelaide was linked with Victor Harbour. Roads,
built by diesel - powered machinery, and cheap petrol did the rest.95
Wind was free, but paint and rope and canvas cost money. In the period from
1838 to 1970, 31 per cent of the ketch fleet were lost by `shipwreck'.46 Few wrecks
were very dramatic, or involved loss of life. They dragged their anchors and blew
ashore from unsheltered anchorages or parted their gear in squalls. Most wrecks
reflected not extraordinary hazards of the deep as implied in the tourist literature,
but the skimping on maintenance which was tolerable most of the time, and made
it possible for the ketches to remain competitive for as long as they did. The average
life of a ketch was 21 years. Most of them lasted less than that, but those that were
well cared for like the Adonis, One and All, Capella and Annie Watt lasted up to
100 years, and outlived most of the men who sailed them.

South Australia has then a unique and important maritime history which is
woven into the fabric of national development. It is therefore surprising that in
spite of a newly awakened public concern for heritage, it has been ignored. While
other Australian states, and most maritime communities of the western world have
established living maritime museums in which historic craft are preserved along
with the artistry and craftsmanship which sustained them,47 South Australia has
nothing of the kind, nor have we yet, as others have, restored or built a sailing
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vessel, such as used to grace our horizons, in which young people might feel the joy
of some thousands of square feet of silent power, and gain the skill and knowledge
to use ít.48 Perhaps the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Colony would be an

appropriate time by which to have corrected these omissions.
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QUEEN'S COUNSEL IN THE SOUTH
AUSTRALIAN LEGAL PROFESSION
GRAHAM LOUGHLIN
Origins of the Office
The office of King's or Queen's Counsel, depending upon the monarch of the
day, is a comparatively recent development in the English legal profession. By the
twelfth century the serjeants -at -law were an established class of professional
advocates serving the interests of the English nobility. From their ranks eminent
pleaders were commissioned to act exclusively for the King, who, being the largest
property owner in the realm and the authority responsible for maintaining civil

peace, was involved in many proceedings in the courts of law. By the early
fourteenth century it had become customary for judges of the King's courts to be
chosen from the corps of 'King's Serjeants', the two principal members of which,
the 'King's Ancient Serjeant' and the 'King's Premier Serjeant', discharged duties
and assumed responsibilities similar to those of the modern Attorney- General.'
From the late fourteenth century, however, the pre - eminence of the King's
Serjeants was gradually eroded until, by the early twentieth century, the offices of
King's Serjeant and serjeant -at -law had both disappeared altogether.2 The initial
step in this process of decay was the appointment in the late fourteenth century of a
King's Attorney, and later, a King's Solicitor. At first their powers were limited by
the influence of King's Serjeants but gradually the Attorney and Solicitor General,
as they became known, acquired the positions of chief legal advisers to the crown?
During the sixteenth century these two officers recruited subordinate advocates to
the King's service from the ranks of utter - barristers, who were junior members of
the Inns of Court. The new appointees, styled 'King's Learned Counsel', expanded
the scope of work able to be undertaken by the King's Attorney and accelerated the
decline of the King's Serjeants.'

Late in the sixteenth century the Queen's Learned Counsel ceased to be
appointed by the Queen's Attorney. Instead, their office was accorded the greater

prestige of personal appointment by the monarch, commencing with Queen
Elizabeth's promotion of Francis Bacon to the previously unknown office of
'Queen's Counsel Extraordinary'. Elizabeth's successor, James 1, retained Bacon's
services, issuing letters patent in 1603 which created Bacon King's Learned Counsel
with an annuity of £40 for life.5 At least one other similar patent was issued by

James 1 and both Charles I and Charles II followed the practice of personally
elevating selected barristers to the office of King's Learned Counsel, or King's
Counsel, as it became known in this period. Thus, in the seventeenth century, by

organisations. Those interested in membership should contact the Secretary, 17 Bagot St,
North Adelaide.

Graham Loughlin is Personal Assistant to the Premier of South Australia. He is
also a part -time postgraduate student at Flinders University.

54

GRAHAM LOUGHLIN

QUEEN'S COUNSEL

lawyers, were admitted to practise.13 Being cast in an English mould it was not
surprising that the legal profession, in time, adopted the conventional hierarchy of
the English profession by introducing the order of Queen's Counsel. Indeed, Chief
Justice Way wrote some years later that 'the appointment of King's Counsel were
(sic) made in 1865 first to introduce the English system of precedence amongst
members of the local Bar....'" His stated reason echoed the view of the Victorian
Attorney General (and later Chief Justice) George Higinbotham, who thought that
such appointments `would prove beneficial to the Bar by bringing it into closer
correspondence with the state in which the profession exists at home.'"
Two major reasons explain the appointment of silks at that particular time. On
the one hand South Australia lagged behind the states of New South Wales and
Victoria which had appointed Queen's Counsel in 1856 and 1863 respectively.16 In

direct intervention of the monarch, the office of Queen's Counsel became a distinct
order within the legal profession analogous to that of the serjeants, who also were
appointed by royal writ.
for the
Another significant development occurred after the Restoration, when,
Counsel.
the
crown
were
appointed
King's
first time, barristers not employed by
This precedent severed the connection between the office and obligatory political

in
service and signified the introduction of life -time appointments made

recognition of the professional distinction of the candidates .6 The same principle
was reaffirmed in the twenty or so appointments made in the eighteenth century,
during which time the office of King's Counsel became a sinecure and lost almost
all vestiges of its literal meaning. Indeed, by the end of the century, only two
legacies of its origin remained; privately practising Queen's Counsel were required
until 1921, they were
to (and must still) give priority to government briefs, and,
against
the
crown.?
required to obtain government licenses to appear
private
barristers
led
to
a
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rise in the prestige
The extension of candidacy to
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petitioned
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gradually
recognition of their professional abilities. In addition, Queen's Counsel
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adopted professional characteristics which distinguished their membership
stuff
gowns
and
fullbottomed
wigs
were
exclusive `Inner Bar'. Silk gowns replaced
in interlocutory
Many
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declined
to
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worn on special occasions.
proceedings in judges' chambers. Few appeared at the Bar without a junior
and
barrister of the `Outer Bar' whose fee was normally two- thirds of his senior's,
of
the
Queen's Counsel's fees were generally well above those charged by members
advocacy
Counsel
were
expected
to
confine
their
Outer Bar.° Furthermore, Queen's

addition, Tasmania and Queensland were preparing to announce their first
appointments in 1865.17 In an era of inter - colonial rivalry the prestige of the South
Australian Bar seemed likely to wane unless South Australia also acknowledged the

standard of its leading counsel with silk. It is possible that this reasoning was in
large part responsible for the almost simultaneous introduction of the office in four
states.

The other key influence which affected the timing of the first appointments
related to the size of the South Australian profession and the volume of business it
conducted. Regrettably, insufficient evidence is available to draw a comprehensive
picture of the early profession but some indications of professional and litigious
growth to 1865 are obtained from a few extant documents. At least 128 lawyers were

admitted between 1837 and the end of 1864.18 Of these the number practising
annually had grown rapidly from 25 in 1861 to 70 in 1864.19

to cases in which large sums of money or important questions of legal
in

interpretation were at issue. Consequently, they were expected to appear only
situation
courts of unlimited jurisdiction, and to do otherwise, unless an unusual
professional
etiquette.
Indeed,
by
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end of
prevailed, was considered a breach of
counsel
to
customary
for
eminent
junior
the nineteenth century it had become
ranks
apply for silk as a courtesy to other juniors, since their elevation to senior
would reduce competition for briefs at the Outer Bar.9
By 1836, the year of South Australian settlement, King's Counsel were generally
acknowledged as leaders of the English Bar and took precedence, professionally,
King's Ancient
over all other banisters except the Attorney and Solicitor General,
appointment
preceded
their
own.10
Moreover, the
Serjeant and other silks whose
Court
judges
from
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ranks
of Queen's
practice of selecting almost all Supreme
further
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professional
Counsel had already commenced and
regard in which silks were held.
Appointment of South Australian Queen's Counsel
1865.11 A
The first South Australian Queen's Counsel were appointed in March
number of reasons explain why the office was introduced into South Australia, and
further, why it was introduced at that time. Of chief importance was the distinctly
English character of the early profession. The courts not only administered English
The first four
law but also duplicated the style and procedures of English courts.12
1850,
only British
appointed
in
England
and,
until
permanent judges were
under
British
barristers and solicitors, or men who had served a five year clerkship
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Supreme Court litigation also had risen sharply. The number of civil writs
issued out of the court increased from 147 in 1861 to 490 in 1865, and it is likely that
the number of civil actions heard and determined, though less than the number of
writs issued, would have increased proportionately.20 Unfortunately the records of
early criminal proceedings have not survived but it is known that they added to the
business of the court in these years. Clearly, both the size of the profession and the

amount of work available to its members were expanding in the five years before

1865. Moreover, the growth attained by 1865 included sufficient litigation to
require the services of senior counsel and enough practitioners to enable the
profession to be divided meaningfully into senior and junior branches. Aware of
these considerations and the precedents established by the eastern states, Chief
Secretary Ayers asked Chief Justice Hanson whether he thought 'that the time has

arrived when [the appointment of Queen's Counsel] might be made ?' Hanson
promptly replied that 'the time has arrived when such appointments ought to be
made.'Z1

Whereas New South Wales adopted the English method of silk appointment in

which banisters petition the government for commission, South Australia
followed the Victorian precedent of appointing Queen's Counsel on the
1

1

recommendation of the Chief Justice to the Governor in Counci1.22 Both states
introduced this method as a means of avoiding solely political appointments of the
type that had occurred in England in the eighteenth century, relying instead upon
the opinions of Chief Justices whose estimation of counsel would be based mainly
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on the criterion of professional competence.23 Sir James Boucaut, Premier in three
Ministries and a Supreme Court judge from 1878 to 1905, wrote some years after his
resignation:
Before bringing [the regulations] into existence, Mr. Stow, [Attorney General in 1865
and one of the first three South Australian Queen's Counsel] did me the honour of

consulting me at length....He told me that Chief Justice Hanson approved of his

scheme ... that his main object was to prevent the office becoming political ... that ...
giving the power of nomination to the Ministry ... would make the office purely political
which he thought would be detrimental to the Bench and the Bar and the office itself?'

In order to keep appointments free from political interference it also was

assumed that Chief Justices' nominations would be endorsed automatically by the
Executive. In this respect the 1865 regulations were not entirely successful. In not
less than eight cases governments have questioned recommendations, eventually
consenting to silk appointments in five cases and steadfastly refusing to appoint in
the other three. The delayed appointments were those of J. R. Anderson and A. W.
Piper (1908), W. J. Isbister and H. A. Parsons (1914), and E. F. Johnston (1969).
Initially Anderson and Johnston were refused by the governments of the day (the
Price -Peake coalition and Hall governments respectively), but appointed by their
successors (the Verran and Dunstan ministries respectively). The three denied
appointment were H. E. Downer (1890), and J. Russell and A. Buchanan (1900).
None of these, however, was a practising barrister at the time of his nomination.

Both Downer and Russell occupied the judicial post of Commissioner of
Insolvency and Buchanan was Master of the Supreme Court. Although Way

had
pressed for their appointment on the grounds that non - practising barristers
the
taken silk in England and Victoria, the government would not sanction
establishment of a similar precedent in South Australia.25
The 'Downer incident' began in December 1890 when Way, shortly before
departing on an overseas holiday, reluctantly nominated Downer for silk.26 The
Cabinet deemed it undesirable to 'appoint any additional Queen's Counsel at

present' and advised Governor Kintore and Acting Chief Justice Boucaut

accordingly 27 Boucaut officially prevailed upon the government to reconsider its

decision, pointing out the gravity of ignoring a judicial nomination and

interfering with the independence of the Bench 28 Privately he urged the Governor
real truth [of the
to exercise political influence in Downer's favour, adding that 'the
government's refusal] is the Premier's [Thomas Playford's] hatred of Mr H. E.
Downer.'26 Despite Kintore's persuasion, for he agreed that 'we must manage to
would
defeat Homburg [the Attorney General] and Co. if possible', the government
in
agreed
to
withdraw
its
refusal
and
leave
the
matter
not reverse its decision but
abeyance until Way returned."
In the meantime Homburg had concluded that the 1865 regulation relating to
Queen's Counsel was invalid. He argued that such appointments were unlawful
of
because colonial Governors' commissions did not explicitly confer the power
appointment to the vice - regent, and, even if it could be construed that Governors
possessed the power, the 1865 regulation unlawfully bound future governments to
follow the initial method of appointment.' A leading Victorian barrister, and
future Chief Justice of that state, Dr John Madden, Q.C., was briefed by the South
Australian government to give a second opinion. Although a silk himself, Madden
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confirmed Homburg's view, thus placing the validity of appointments in grave
doubt in South Australia, and, by inference, in all other colonies." Again, the
government delayed further action until Way returned.
Unknown to the South Australian authorities, however, Sir John Bray had
reported the situation to the Colonial Office soon after taking up his duties as
Agent General in London 38 Lord Knutsford, the Colonial Secretary, promptly
referred the issue to the principal Crown Law officers and requested opinions from
the Attorney General of each Australian state." C. C. Kingston, Bray's successor as
Chief Secretary, requested Way, upon his return, to solve the matter, if possible in
concert with the other states and in favour of validating colonial appointments35

With the assistance of F. W. Pennefather of the University of Adelaide, and Sir

Samuel Griffith and Thomas Byrnes, Attorney and Solicitor General of
Queensland respectively, Way drafted a comprehensive opinion that refuted
Madden's argument on each operative point and gained the approval of other
jurists and senior lawyers 36 Essentially Madden had held that Queen's Counsel was

an honour, which, like other imperial honours, could be bestowed only by the
sovereign. Way, on the other hand, defined Queen's Counsel as an office and cited

provisions within the South Australian Constitution Act as authority for the
appointment of officers in the state. Moreover, he cited an action in which the
Canadian Supreme Court had validated the appointment of silks by the Governor General of Canada.37 With all states unanimously supporting Way's opinion, the
Colonial Office withdrew from the debate and allowed the appointment of South
Australian silks to proceed unchallenged. Henry Downer, whose nomination had

precipitated the controversy, was no longer supported earnestly by Way and
remained `out of office'.38

The `Johnston incident' began with Chief Justice Bray's nomination, in
September 1969, of F. R. Fisher, R. H. Ward and Elliott Johnston, a member of the

Communist Party of Australia. The Hall government rejected Johnston's
nomination for the stated reason that 'Queen's Counsel is an important ...
[position] in this community and must be held by persons whose allegiance to the

security of the state is unquestioned.'39 The Opposition claimed that such
interpretation of the office was anachronistic and applied in this manner smacked

of dictatorial government.40 Dr Bray responded by withdrawing all three
nominations, explaining that they must be considered together, or not at al141
As the public debate proceeded, Premier Hall produced a letter relating to the
Opposition Leader's own appointment as a Queen's Counsel, and claimed, on the
basis of this correspondence, that if political considerations could be used to
initiate one appointment then they could be used, with equal justification, to
prevent another. The letter in question, addressed to the then Chief Justice, Sir
Mellis Napier, by the then Premier, Mr Frank Walsh, said:
It is the policy of the government that the Attorney General, when he is an experienced

barrister, should, as leader of the Bar and as the Law Officer of the Crown taking
Ministerial responsibility for legal advice tendered to the Government and the
Parliament, be one of Her Majesty's Counsel.
In consequence, I should be grateful if you would forward to the Chief Secretary, the
appropriate recommendation for the appointment of the Attorney General as Queen's
Counsel, for laying before His Excellency, so that the appointment may be made at the
same time, as those you have already recommended.42
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Opposition Leader Dunstan responded by claiming that the conferring of silk
upon Attorneys and Solicitors General, by virtue of their office, was common in

other nations and Australian States, and that this tradition was especially
recognised in Victoria where the two principal Crown Law Officers were exempted

from the regulatory requirement of being nominated by the Chief Justice.
Mr Dunstan's comments were true, so far as they went, and substantially reduced

the political advantage which the Premier had hoped to gain in the debate.
Unfortunately, however, neither Hall nor Dunstan, (nor the media), focused
attention on the wider implications of the precedent established by Premier Walsh,

namely, that by failing to implement its policy in the proper manner the
government had unwittingly sown the seed of future disagreement between the
Executive and Judiciary.
To the present writer the preferable course would have been for the Walsh
Government to have amended the regulations governing the appointment of
Queen's Counsel, so that, as in Victoria, the Attorney General would be exempt
from nomination by the Chief Justice. This way the Government would have
demonstrated its sole acceptance of responsibility for what, after all, was solely its
own policy. In the event the Chief Justice was asked not only to endorse the
government's policy but also to amend his earlier and presumably, final, list of
nominations.
Evidently Sir Mellis Napier saw no conflict in commenting, implicitly, on a
government policy, for the appropriate recommendation was forwarded to the
government. The question arises, however, of what the position would have been
on that or any future occasion, if the Chief Justice had disagreed with the policy, or
with commenting on the policy, or regarded the Attorney as being unworthy of silk
for other reasons. In these circumstances the relations between Executive and
Judiciary would undoubtedly be strained, and needlessly so, as a result of the
government's failure to enact its policy in the conventional manner.
It is likely that the possibility of a deadlock of this kind was not foreseen by the
Hall government, for the strategy it adopted to solve the Johnston impasse did not
completely eliminate the potential for future disagreement between Bench and
Cabinet. Instead Cabinet revoked the 1912 regulations governing the appointment
of Queen's Counsel and replaced them with the provision that
No practitioner of the Supreme Court shall be appointed Her Majesty's Counsel except
after consideration of the views of the judges of the Supreme Court as communicated by
the Chief Justice to the Governor in Executive Council and with the approval of the
Chief Justice.4S

Either the judges or government could therefore initiate future appointments,
provided only that the Chief Justice and Cabinet approved of the nominations.
The Hall Cabinet promptly sought the views of the eight Supreme Court judges
with respect to the three proposed appointments and obtained majority opinions

in favour of Fisher and Ward only.44 Three judges reaffirmed Johnston's
nomination without qualification; three others considered him 'worthy of silk,
[but] in the light of the express attitude of the government we would recommend
only Messrs Fisher and Ward'; another 'certainly would not be party to the
resubmission of a recommendation that the Government have indicated quite
clearly that they will not accept'; the remaining judge was absent on long service
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leave and did not tender an opinion 45 Accordingly, only Fisher and Ward were
appointed Queen's Counsel on 7 May 1970.56
Within a month the Labor Party was elected to government and immediately
honoured its promise of appointing Johnston a Queen's Counsel.47 Curiously,
however, the new regulation, which Dunstan had condemned before the 1970
election, was not repealed at any time during the subsequent decade of Labor
administration 48
Elliott Johnston's appointment was not unique solely as a result of the political
storm it generated. It was also, as with the elevation of Fisher and Ward, the first
appointment informally initiated by the appointee himself. In earlier years Chief
Justices Hanson, Way, Murray and Napier had interpreted the regulatory power of
nomination both literally and narrowly. None privately consulted the Law Society
for what in these days would be described as a 'peer assessment', and it is doubtful
whether some, especially Napier, even consulted their judicial brethren. In
particular, the tradition long observed in England and the eastern states, in which
aspirants for silk are invited to approach the Lord Chancellor, Attorney General or
Chief Justice, as the case may be, and signify their desire for appointment, was
never introduced by South Australian Chief Justices. Nor, for that matter, was it
called for by the local profession, until in 1960 the appointment of R. M. Napier,
the Chief Justice's son, indicated to many lawyers that a unilateral power of
nomination was no longer satisfactory.á9 As a result of this appointment the Law
Society Council resolved that, henceforth, all silk candidates should signify their
desire to be appointed by simultaneously notifying the Chief Justice and the
Society. In addition, it requested the right to express to the Chief Justice the
Society's views on the suitability of aspirants. The Council considered that its
suggestions, if adopted, would operate as a private agreement between Bench and
Bar and in no way abrogate the Chief Justice's power to nominate candidates5° Sir
Mellis Napier agreed in principle to the proposals, adding that the Society was not
to assume the role of a judge and veto any requests 51 Given his Honour's consent
the Council appointed a sub - committee to translate the proposals into regulatory
form and notify the profession.5z
Within two years of adopting this method of nomination the Council was moved
to rescind the measure because 'factors beyond the control of the Council have
demonstrated that, in present circumstances [it] is not workable.'53 Debate was
adjourned to a later date, on which occasion the motion was suspended pending
enquiries to be made of Napier. He was to be asked 'whether His Honour would be
prepared to follow [the agreement of 1960] or any similar procedure for the future ...

also whether any future applications are to be made on the initiative of the

applicant or upon some intimation from the Chief Justice whether and when such
application should be made.'54 Five silk appointments had been made since the
method of application had been agreed and presumably the Chief Justice, in the
Council's estimation, had not complied with the agreement in some or all of the
appointments ss

In reply Napier claimed that his consent had been given in 1960 only to the
suggestion that he 'invite persons to apply for silk as and when he [Napier] thinks
fit.' He also understood that applicants were to inform the Society only if they

'thought [they] wished to do so.' Furthermore, he did 'not wish to have the
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profession informed that there is a standing arrangement under which
disappointed persons may apply after notifying the Society. The dissemination of
this information might ... lead to undesirable results.' Finally, he thought that the
1960 agreement, which the Society had clearly misunderstood, should be cancelled
and the profession notified accordingly 56 The Society did not attempt to negotiate
another agreement with Napier.
Shortly after Dr John Bray became Chief Justice in 1967, the Council submitted
to him a modified form of its 1960 proposal. On this occasion it did not suggest that
the Society be given a consultative role in the nomination of candidates but restated
the merit of appointment by personal application, emphasising the desirability of
lawyers making application of their own volition and not when invited to do so by
the nominating authority 57 Bray agreed to the proposal, after which the profession

was informed 'that in future any practitioner desirous of having his name

considered in connection with the conferring of silk should submit his name to the
Chief Justice in September of each year.'58
Thus, without affecting the Chief Justice's sole responsibility (at that time) for
nominating candidates, this agreement between Bench and Bar brought the local
method of appointment into closer alignment with the practice followed in
England and other states. More importantly it established the Government's
willingness to entertain constructive suggestions from the Bar regarding the future

appointment and functions of Queen's Counsel, and as such proved a useful
foundation for further negotiations in the following decade.
Division or Fusion
The English legal profession has been divided into two separate branches of
barristers and solicitors since the eighteenth century.59 Lawyers must belong to one
branch or the other but cannot belong to both simultaneously. The most obvious
difference between the two is functional: barristers generally appear as counsel in
litigation and solicitors mainly attend to conveyancing and other non - litigious
matters. However, these professional duties are not divided exclusively. Solicitors

are entitled to appear as advocates in minor courts and some barristers eschew
litigation and specialise as conveyancing counsel. Only some features of
professional practice are restricted to one branch or the other. Barristers enjoy an
exclusive right of audience in courts of unlimited jurisdiction, and are prevented by
professional ethics from entering into partnership with other lawyers or from
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practitioners in New South Wales were entitled, until 1829, to discharge the duties
of both branches even though they were formally admitted as either banisters or
solicitors according to their British admissions. In 1829 the New South Wales'
Supreme Court ruled that, henceforth, professional duties would be divided along
the lines of the English profession.60 This rule also obtained in Victoria where,
until 1851, the Supreme Court was a district branch of the New South Wales' court.
The Victorian profession has since been fused by Act of Parliament but nevertheless

maintains a de facto division 61 For the same reason the 1829 Rule of Court
prevailed in Queensland where the profession has remained divided until the
present. With respect to Queen's Counsel, the division of each eastern state's legal

profession has meant that in these states silk has always been conferred upon
lawyers who practise exclusively as banisters.

Owing to the exigencies of colonial life the first South Australian lawyers were
permitted to follow the example of the New South Wales' profession and practise
both as barristers and solicitors. Unlike the practitioners of New South Wales,
however, they were not formally admitted as either barristers or solicitors. Sir John
Jeffcott, the first South Australian judge, chose instead to 'fuse' the two branches,
and in March 1837 admitted the first lawyer, Charles Mann, Snr, as a 'Barrister,
Solicitor, Attorney and Proctor of the Supreme Court.'62 This style of admission
has remained unchanged, in consequence of which all South Australian lawyers,
including those appointed Queen's Counsel, have technically been both barristers
and solicitors.
Although the initial fusion of professional roles did not elicit unfavourable
comment, the appointment of Queen's Counsel from the ranks of solicitors has

since been a subject of some controversy. On the occasion of the first silk

appointments in 1865, John Baker, M.L.C. (whose son was at that time a student of
Lincoln's Inn), referred to the impropriety of the move in an address to parliament:
In every part of the British dominions barristers [are] distinguished from attorneys....
The time [will] soon arise when this distinction must be made here as [has] been done in
the other Australian Colonies, and therefore, ... the appointment as Queen's Counsel of
attorneys [will] lead to serious inconveniences. There [will] be very little incentive to
persons educating their sons to the profession of the law if on their attaining to the
position of banisters they [are] to be set aside by the appointment of attorneys as Queen's
Counsel.63

working directly with lay clients. Their services must be 'briefed' by solicitors from
whom they continue to receive instructions during court appearances. Solicitors,

In the Supreme Court Mr Justice Boothby expressed similar disagreement with the

partnerships. Furthermore, each branch is represented by its own professional
association: banisters must be members of one of the four Inns of Court and may
elect to join the General Council of the Bar; solicitors may opt to join the English
Law Society. Within this divided profession only barristers may be appointed
Queen's Counsel.
Although the first Australian lawyers came overwhelmingly from the divided
professions of England, Scotland and Ireland they did not at first establish
bifurcated professions in the colonies. Clearly such a division would have been
impracticable in small communities which produced little work for lawyers and
offered few opportunities for professional specialisation. For this reason

this union of the office of Queen's Counsel with that of practising attorney has, I

on the other hand, attend personally to clients and are permitted to form

first appointments, adding that

apprehend, never before been known of inany Court of Her Majesty where only the law
and practice of the Superior Courts at Westminster is administered 6'

Notwithstanding these opinions the first three appointments were ratified by the
government. Unfortunately, detailed Law Society records for the years before 1924
are not available, but it seems that the apparent inconsistency of solicitors taking
silk continued to be debated for many years after the first appointments. Probably
as a result of this agitation, the government acted in 1912 to amend a part of the 1865
regulation which supported the purists' case by implying that solicitors ought not
be Queen's Counsel. The provision of 1865 which stated that 'no barrister shall be

appointed Her Majesty's Counsel except on the recommendation of the Chief
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Justice' was replaced with the provision that 'no practitioner of the Supreme Court
'65

This action, however, only legitimised the practice of appointing solicitors as
Queen's Counsel. Further problems were to arise in defining the professional role
of Queen's Counsel in a fused profession. Were they to practise exclusively as
barristers, appear only in the Supreme Court, and be attended by junior counsel?
When asked to rule on these questions in 1925, the Council of the Law Society
settled upon an admixture of English and local practices which offered silks the
benefits of both branches of the profession. It ruled that Queen's Counsel could
practise as solicitors for the obvious reason that they were solicitors. In addition

they could appear in all courts and could charge the fees appropriate to senior
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... Council is further of the opinion that recommendation for silk should not necessarily
be confined to practitioners who practise regularly as advocates. It is of the opinion that
other practitioners who practise in corporation and commercial and other specialised
fields, (where a great deal of the work consists of advising, giving opinions, settling

important documents and conducting important negotiations with Ministers of the
Crown and Government Departments, and is essentially Counsel work even where non -

contentious) should be entitled to aspire in proper circumstances to similar
recognition 72

Having failed to secure the approval of the Law Society, the Bar Association
modified its proposal and appealed directly to Bray, who had been installed as
Chief Justice in March 1967:

counsel.ó6 In effect, the Council's ruling merely approved the practices which had
evolved in the fused profession and which, moreover, caused dissatisfaction to a

This Bar disagrees, with respect, with the views, which it understands have been

substantial minority of lawyers. A plebiscite taken three years later, in 1928,

right in this view, then this Bar respectfully suggests that the solution lies not in

revealed that 23.4 per cent of the profession desired division on the English model,
including adoption of the rules of etiquette which governed English silks 67 In the
next thirty years the proportion of lawyers in favour of bifurcation grew steadily,

especially after the second world war when the increase in litigation caused by

rapid population growth and industrialisation increased the prospect of a
financially viable independent Barbs

At a second ballot in 1959 the proposal was again defeated, although the
supporters of division now constituted approximately one -third of the
profession.69 On this occasion the move was supported by not less than seven

leading counsel who were to take silk in the next decade, some of whom
unilaterally dissociated themselves from the fused profession when it became
evident that a majority consensus in favour of division could not be obtained.70 In
consequence the South Australian Bar Association was formed in 1964 by the few

practitioners who were both resolutely opposed to amalgamated practice and

confident of earning a livelihood at the independent Bar. Until now the
Association has claimed the membership of forty -six practitioners, each of whom
has pledged not to enter into legal partnership or perform duties which would be
ascribed to solicitors in England.

Despite its small membership the independent Bar has campaigned against
fusion with some success, particularly in respect of Queen's Counsel. During Sir
Mellis Napier's term as Chief Justice the Association requested the Law Society to
petition the Court, on behalf of the entire profession, for a restriction of the duties
able to be discharged by Queen's Counsel. Specifically, the Association sought

approval for the principle that only lawyers practising exclusively as barristers
should be appointed Queen's Counsel and, in order to ensure that this provision
was followed, that silks be required to give an undertaking to the Court that they
would practise only as counsel. The Council of the Law Society rejected the
submission for the stated reason that 'the regulations of the conduct of practitioners

is the function of the Council ... [and] the suggestion that a silk should not
"practise as a solicitor "...is something incapable of any precise definition....'71
Notwithstanding this definitive difficulty, the Council subsequently reaffirmed
its rejection of the Association's proposal by defining practices which, in addition
to advocacy, were worthy of silk:

expressed by the Law Society, that an undertaking [to be given by a Queen's Counsel]
'not personally to practise as a solicitor' would be impracticable, but if the Law Society is

omitting an undertaking altogether, but substituting one which is precise and workable
73

Accordingly, it recommended adoption of the principles which operated in the
fused professions of New Zealand, Western Australia and Tasmania, and which
only slightly compromised the duties of English Queen's Counsel. This offer
reaffirmed the proposition that only lawyers prepared to work exclusively as
barristers be appointed Queen's Counsel, and also included two concessions to the
supporters of fusion. On the one hand the Association recommended that Queen's
Counsel be permitted to remain in partnership with solicitors after appointment
provided that they did not practise personally as solicitors or negotiate directly with
clients, and on the other, that none of the existing Queen's Counsel be bound by the
proposed rules. Bray agreed to the compromise offer and drafted an undertaking to

be accepted by all newly appointed silks: that 'if I am appointed one of Her
Majesty's Counsel I will thereafter confine myself to the proper work of a Queen's

Counsel.'"

More recently, however, Chief Justice King has tightened the latitude allowed by
his predecessor, Dr Bray, and issued a revised agreement which must be accepted as

a condition of appointment:

... if I am appointed one of Her Majesty's Counsel I will thereafter confine myself to the
proper work of a Queen's Counsel, and observe the professional etiquette appropriate to

practise as Queen's Counsel. I understand that this undertaking entails that I cannot
practise in partnership or similar association with a solicitor and that I must

discontinue as soon as reasonably practicable any such existing partnership or
association 75

Thus bÿ a process of direct negotiation between successive Chief Justices and the

comparatively few members of the Independent Bar, the last vestige of a fused
professional identity has now been eliminated for all future Queen's Counsel. In
effect, this means that the 'movement towards a de facto division within the
amatgal, ?t *d South Australian legal profession has been strengthened, and at a
time, ironically, when the tendency elsewhere has been to move closer to fusion, or
to reduce the distinctions which conventionally separate Queen's Counsel from the
junior Bar. The British Monopolies and Mergers Commission, for example, has
ruled that the two counsel rule, which requires a silk to be accompanied by a junior
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during court appearances, is a monopoly situation causing disadvantage to the

13. The first four permanent judges were: Sir John Jeffcott (July 1836 to Dec. 1837); Sir

public interest.rs In addition the forthcoming report of the New South Wales' Law
Reform Commission into the structure of that State's legal profession is strongly
rumoured to favour changes to the existing forms of division.77 It remains to be seen
how the most recent South Australian changes, not least of which are the financial

Charles Cooper (March 1839 to Nov. 1861); Mr Justice Crawford (June 1850 to Sept. 1852);

implications of having to dissociate from an amalgamated firm before donning
silk, will affect the number and selection of Queen's Counsel, and the development
of the local profession generally.
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COLONEL ROBERT TORRENS
SOME BICENTENNIAL OBSERVATIONS
PETER L. MOORE

Colonel Light's plan for Adelaide and the nomenclature applied to it by his
fellow - colonists highlight apparent contradictions in the life of another colonel,
Robert Torrens.' Two boulevards divide southern and North Adelaide: King
William Street is broader and longer as befitted the high Tory monarch who
reigned while South Australia was being planned; though shorter and narrower,
O'Connell Street in North Adelaide remembers the liberal Irish nationalist who
was nicknamed `King Dan'. Meandering through the parklands between these
thoroughfares, never at right angles to them and never quite midway, is the River
Torrens. Its geographical position might be a mirror of the life of the man after
whom it was named: his private and public commitments appearing to waver
between British conservatism and Irish radicalism, his professional position
straddling the banks between economic principle and political expediency.
As a senior officer Torrens owed his loyalties to His Britannick Majesty and the
security of the British State. As an economist he could analyse the cracks in the
Empire's fiscal armour in an effort to ensure Britain's continuing enrichment. But
as a radical he took part in the whiggish reform of that State and as an economist he

urged mass emigration from it disloyal enough for many Britons and some
Irishmen as well. As a liberal Irishman vocal on Ireland's behalf, he might also
have been suspected of wickedly plotting the disintegration of the Union. He was

lampooned for drawing half -pay during peace -time, nearly cashiered at King
William's instigation for an attack on the House of Lords, and berated for his

bungling of the `South Australian Bubble'. He further compromised his
independence by owning and editing newspapers, becoming a puppet and a tool of
successive Whig ministries. On a personal level he divorced his first wife in the

ecclesiastical courts, alienating him from gentry connections and Established
Church family traditions, and took as his second wife a member of a Calvinist set
which had republican French and American associations.
For his misdemeanours, history has consigned Robert Torrens to the oblivion of
the second rate. Yet his presence is felt even today in secondary reference works and

primary source collections in Ireland, Britain, America, Australia and New
Zealand in the fields of economics, military history, emigration and colonial
administration, Irish affairs, British parliamentary politics, journalism and a
range of lesser areas. If nothing else, he is 'interesting', and a bicentennial occasion

Peter L. Moore, author of Pride of the Hills (Blackwood, 1975) and a Law graduate
of the University of Adelaide, is completing a postgraduate Diploma in Archives
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provides an opportunity to examine and appraise his contributions, even if some
questions raised by his life and times must take a little longer to answer.
Torrens' life -story has been badly garbled by writers on the subject, a situation
exacerbated by the loss of some essential records and the frequency with which the
name Torrens, and Robert Torrens in particular, appears in the documents that
have survived. Life began for Robert Torrens during the Irish winter of 1779 -80 at
Hervey Hill Rectory, his clergyman - grandfather's home near Kilrea, Co. Derry.
Regrettably, no greater precision about the date of his birth is yet possible for

although the rectory survives, the parish registers do not. Most printed and

manuscript texts which mention him state that he was born in 1780, but without
disclosing their sources.2
A not unusual mixture of fact and folklore tells that the Torrens ancestor was a
Swedish count who served William of Orange as a captain of cavalry at the Battle of
the Boyne in 1690 and afterwards settled in Ireland. More certainly, Torrenses were
established in Co. Derry by the first decades of the eighteenth century when four
lines of descent from a common ancestor may be traced. Each followed a similar
pattern of education, occupation and marriage, but only the three senior lines had
achieved notable success, including high honours and knighthoods, by the second

and third generations. Their educations began at Deny Diocesan School and
continued, for the clergymen, at Trinity College, Dublin. Those who entered the
professions of arms, law or physic secured their livings by patronage, purchase of
commission or a network of family influence, blood and marital connections.
None was a substantial landowner in the usual vein of Anglo -Irish families, but a
few made the system work for them. One, a Prebend of St Patrick's Cathedral in
Dublin, died worth nearly £10000 in 1797. In another branch, three brothers were
Archdeacon of Dublin, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in Ireland, and the
most distinguished of them all, the twice - knighted one -time military secretary to
the Duke of Wellington, Major - General Sir Henry Torrens .3
Meanwhile, the fourth line of descent rose only slowly in social prominence,
thereby denying even its most ambitious product the full advantages of the
Protestant Ascendancy. This line's founder, the first Robert Torrens, struggled
through Trinity College without much financial support from his family, worked
as a classroom assistant in Derry until he could take up his first curacy, and then
waited seventeen years for preferment to a living. Despite long service and a large
family, it took two years of petitioning relatives in Parliament, as well as the Irish
government and his bishop, to achieve success: in 1774 he was presented to Hervey
Hill Rectory in the parish of Tamlaght O Crilly. Frederick Hervey (later Earl of
Bristol), Derry's liberal Bishop, had paid for the erection of the rectory named after
him, and favoured the disestablishment of the Irish Church, emancipation of
Catholics and a host of other reforms, including the legislative independence of the
Dublin Parliament .4
Of the Rev. Robert Torrens' four sons, only the last -born, a second Robert,
remained at home to care for him in old -age. This son married Elizabeth Bristow,
daughter of a neighbouring parson, and granddaughter of a relative of the Irish
statesman, Henry Granan. Several children were born to this couple, including two
sons, Robert and Andrew. Born in a rectory named after one patriot and with the
blood of another in their veins, and growing up in a country enjoying the full flush
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of its newly -won nationhood, the boys must have absorbed some of the liberalism
of that age.

All that changed with the outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789 and the
death of the old rector the following year. The Torrens family had to quit the
comfort and financial security of Hervey Hill and its glebe and fall back on a
small capital income, the bequest of a clergyman- relative who had died when
young Robert was only a child.' The French Revolution changed public attitudes
from one of insisting on personal rights to an observance of national duties. Thus,
from the age of ten, while attending Derry Diocesan School, young Robert Torrens
heard of two loyalties: Great Britain and Ireland. But the question remained: what
would he do? Landowning and the higher professions were probably out of the
question, but the wars with France provided an answer. In February 1796, aged

barely 16, he joined the glamorous Marine Corps at little or no expense to his
family, one of 300 second lieutenants enlisted during a twelve -month recruitment
drive.'
Less than two years later he was promoted to first lieutenant, served in ocean
convoys and in the Channel, and during 1801 -02 was on the Cork station aboard
H.M.S. Glenmore. Late in 1801 the Glenmore put into the Cobh of Cork from a
cruise and three weeks later Torrens entered marriage articles with Charity Chute
and married her soon afterwards. By this marriage he linked his fortunes to Cork
and Kerry families of distinction, connected as they were to some of Munster's most
influential landowners, in particular a cadet branch of the Welsh Earls of Powis
which maintained great state at Muckross House on the shores of one of Killarney's
lakes.?

In 1806 Torrens was promoted captain and in 1810 was appointed to the
command of the island of Anholt, a naval gun station guarding the maritime
approaches to Copenhagen. The following March, under cover of an early
morning fog, a Danish force stormed the island, only to be repulsed by the gallantry
of the marine detachment under Torrens' command. He was wounded during the
fray but was awarded his majority by brevet for his bravery, as well as a sword of 100
guineas from his fellow- officers and another of 50 guineas from his men.

Returning to the island after several months' recuperative leave, he found that
the naval commander of the island had used a technicality to punish marines under
naval rules. Torrens complained to his superiors, was reprimanded by the naval

commander for insubordination, whereupon Torrens charged him to be tried
before a court martial. The Admiralty dared not convene the Court, for fear of
alienating the services, but Torrens stubbornly refused to withdraw charges until
adequately compensated. In the event, Torrens was posted to H.M.S. Blenheim of
74 guns and spent the winter of 1813 -14 cruising off the Scheldt and then in the
Mediterranean.' Peacetime found him cooped up in Woolwich Marine Barracks
and looking for an outlet for his energies.
As his military career wound down, another took a decided upturn. As early as
1808 he had written a confident pamphlet, The Economists Refuted, in which he
praised colonial trade at a time when Malthus and Mill led the field in condemning

the possession of colonies as the cause only of war and oppression, and an
1863: the only

Col. Robert Torrens (seated) and Sir Robert Richard Torrens, c.
known portrait of Col. Torrens. National Gallery of South Australia.

ineffective control on population pressures in the United Kingdom. `[In] the actual
state of knowledge and morals there is no conceivable remedy except in a system of
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colonization sufficiently extensive to relieve the mother country from superfluous
numbers'. In the same year he wrote Thoughts on the Catholic Question: By a

Protestant of Ireland, in which he urged 'a candid and tolerant spirit' in dealing
with the problem, especially as two rebellions during the previous decade had put
at risk the use of Irish manpower in the British armed forces. However, still a 'son'
of the rectory, he did not suggest the abolition of tithes. A light- hearted satirical

novel about social manners followed, along with a treatise on money which was the
first step towards the reform of the Bank of England thirty years later. An enlarged
edition of Thoughts on the Catholic Question appeared in 1814, together with
another novel, The Victim of Intolerance: Or, The Hermit of Killarney: A Catholic
Tale. This purported to be the text of a manuscript found in Muckross Abbey on

the lakeside lands of Charity Torrens' relatives. It included elements of the

Irishman's romantic attachment to his island's scenery, the pathos of the religious
divide in Irish society, a personal insight into the resort to emigration as a means of
escaping bigotry and frustration and even some evidence that Torrens was aware
of New Zealand's agricultural potential. His final war -time work was an analysis of
the United Kingdom's corn laws .9 Significantly, this was dedicated to 'his friend'
(and third cousin), Sir Henry Torrens, whom he may have hoped would assist him
in postwar advancement and who had already been of assistance in settling the
squabble over the Anholt command three years earlier.
Thus, by the time peace was restored to Europe, Torrens had lain down many of
the ideas and attitudes which he would hold for a lifetime. They affirm that Ireland
and her relationship with Britain was high in his priorities at the very outset of his
career as an economist, that emigration and colonisation formed an integral part of
his strategy, but that his hopes for Ireland's happiness were conceived within the
framework of the United Kingdom as a constitutional unit and theBritish Empire
as an international agency of wealth and civilisation.
Torrens was rarely in Ireland during the war years, although he visited the island
often enough to father three children, including a son born in 1814 and named for
both grandfathers Robert and Richard. Late in 1816 he was in Ireland gathering
information about poor relief schemes, having failed to convince the Secretary of
State for the Colonies that a political economist should be sent to New South Wales
as governor. In two memorials he set out views on the division of labour and other
economic principles which he thought would relieve the imperial treasury of the
expense of the penal colonies, as well as providing rehabilitative occupations for
the convicts. In a second attempt, he requested the post of lieutenant - governor of
Van Diemen's Land. This too was refused.10 But it was not altruism or restlessness
alone that drove him to seek a colonial appointment. He was divorcing his wife of
fifteen years, a long and complex procedure involving an expensive suit in the Irish
ecclesiastical courts, and disconnecting him (for a time) from his Irish gentry inlaws."
Back in London in 1817 Torrens presented his Paper on the Means of Reducing
the Poor Rates and Affording Effectual and Permanent Relief to the Labouring
Classes to the chairman of the parliamentary committee on Poor Laws. Once again
he urged schemes of emigration as the only possible alternative to the introduction
of poor laws into Ireland, and to free capital and labour markets so that they might
tend towards their optimum positions. Funding such schemes was also dealt with:
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...offer the persons capable of labour, who are chargeable upon their parishes, grants of
colonial land, upon the condition that they shall, on arriving at their destination, give in
return such a portion of their labour, or of the wages of their labour, as may be sufficient
to replace the expenses incurred in sending them out.12

In 1818 Torrens failed to gain a liberal seat in the House of Commons, in
circumstances which led him to add his voice to the call for parliamentary reform.

In 1819 he obtained the rank of lieutenant - colonel by brevet, while stationed
formally at Woolwich and drawing full -pay. In 1820 he married Esther Sarah Serle,
daughter of a one -time Under - Secretary of State for the Colonies and
Commissioner of the Transport Board. This marriage brought him into a circle of

intellectuals, poets and writers, as well as linking him with a long sought -after
private fortune and a devoted companion for the rest of his life. The new decade was
crowned with success in 1821 when he was elected to chair the first meeting of the
Political Economy Club which he had co- founded with fellow- signatories to the

famous Merchant's Petition against the Corn Laws."
The 1820s also saw him building up an extensive ownership and shareholding in

London newspapers, principally the Globe from 1822 and the Traveller with
which it was amalgamated at the end of that year. The Globe and Traveller
absorbed four other papers between 1824 and 1828. Most notable among these was
the Statesman which was purchased and wound up in February 1824.19 (One of its
editors, Robert Wardell, sailed for New South Wales in October of that year and
soon after established a reform journal, the Australian.15) Torrens' aim was to build
up a reputation and remove competition in the world of political journalism. His
paper was placed at the beck and call of successive Whig ministries and enjoyed

many privileges, including a guaranteed income, for fanning public opinion in
any direction that their lordships might dictate. And income was important;

between 1823 and 1830 Torrens was reduced to half -pay on the military
establishment. For his services he hoped even expected some 'Parliamentary
and official employment' from the government. Correspondence with Sir Robert
Wilmot Horton, Under - Secretary for the Colonies until 1829, shows that the

government was reluctant to act on what Torrens asserted was a promise of
advancement."
During 1825 Torrens had become involved in an early attempt to colonise New
Zealand. The New Zealand Company was floated to arrange for colonists to land at
the Bay of Islands and negotiate the purchase of tracts-of land from the Maoris.
John Lambton, later Earl of Durham, was a leading personality in the scheme.
At this stage, Torrens sought the command of a military detachment, preferably
one of about two hundred marines, rather than the chairmanship of a colonisation
commission for the new colony. On the other hand, he did not propose that he
would actually go out to New Zealand. Rather, he would take up his appointment
in England and there give advice to the Colonial Office in framing regulations to
promote extensive colonisation 'without entailing expense upon the
government'.'? In the event, he did not receive the appointment. Settlers were
despatched, only to be repulsed by the furious Maoris, but not before effecting some
sort of a nominal purchase of lands. Ten years later, when the Earl of Durham, E.
G. Wakefield and others proposed a second New Zealand Company, Torrens was a

director. He intrigued with the promoters of the new Company to 'buy' the
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holdings of the first Company in an attempt to secure a return to the first

Company's shareholders, but he was not entirely unsuccessful.18
his
Torrens was still without official employment, although to some extent
which
services to the Whigs were rewarded in 1826 with the liberal seat for Ipswich
he took up at the opening of the new session in November of that year. Despite
advice from friends that he should hold his tongue if he hoped for preferment under
the Whigs, he spoke his mind forthrightly over the next two months, perhaps
his
because his election was being petitioned against and he foresaw an early end to
delivered
his
election
was
overturned,
he
parliamentary career. Two weeks before
when
his longest and most significant address. This took place on 15 February 1827
of
of
the
Select
Committee
on
Emigration,
one
he rose to urge the reappointment
experimental
Horton's pet projects. Horton had arranged public funding for two
in
schemes of emigration to Canada from north Co. Cork during 1823 and again

1825. Torrens had watched these developments with interest and in 1827 was able to

assist, by lending his voice and vote in the Commons to urge further inquiries into
based on
the government's proper role in such matters. Torrens' arguments were
be achieved
divisions
of
labour
and
how
these
could
his earlier - stated views about
could be
by founding colonies, and also about how British power and influence
the
spread throughout the world. In particular he recommended emigration as
of
Irish
over
population
and
the
drain
on
only means of resolving the chronic state
harvest.
seasonal
migration
to
England
for
the
English wage - levels caused by Irish
Torrens calculated that one half to two - thirds of the Irish rural population would
rationalisation of Irish agriculture and to allow the
have to be shifted to achieve the

introduction of industrial concerns.
Torrens' thinking on the subject of funding emigration systems had advanced
since 1817. He now advocated the sale of colonial lands to yield a revenue, pointing
would apply
to United States' experience in this regard, and which he believed
could be
Holland.
For
example,
a
million
people
equally well to Canada and New

settled on twenty million Canadian acres, with seed, stock, and equipment
provided. Land - values would rise quickly to about£1 an acre; a rent of a shilling an
acre would see the whole debt repaid to the imperial treasury in 20 years.19

Historians agree that the practical difficulties facing the emigration movement
Sydney appeared in
were solved by Edward Gibbon Wakefield, whose Letter from
1829. Economists concur in this judgment. Lord Robbins has articulated the
distinction between the two men: Wakefield concerned himself with the reform of
the colonies from within, by a change of land -sales policy, whereas Torrens
concentrated on reforming the state of the United Kingdom by encouraging
emigration from it. Torrens needed to pay for his schemes, and Wakefield needed
free settlers in the colonies as a secondary feature of his dream for a colonial
renaissance. Wakefield's main objective was to see a proper combination of labour
regard he
and capital in order to produce wealth and the basis of civilisation. In this
differed little from Torrens.
New evidence suggests that their positions were even closer than was previously
thought. Torrens' 1816 memorials to the Secretary of State for the Colonies seeking
styles and
a colonial governorship demonstrate that he had studied colonial life -

economies, found them wanting, and recommended lines of reform. An
unpublished manuscript which came to light in 1966 shows that many of Torrens'
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theories, principally those concerning the origins of wages, had their root in his
belief that only emigration would reduce the English poor rate and alleviate Irish
distress. This tract, dated 1826, the year before his famous speech to the Commons,
and three years before Wakefield's Letter from Sydney, is the missing link in his
published reasoning on economic matters and the emigration question.20
Wakefield still receives credit for the land -sales notion that was essential to an

emigration scheme, but in effect Torrens had the earlier and superior
arguments for the rest of the equation. And Torrens disputed a number of
Wakefield's theories during the life of the National Colonisation Society, founded
in 1830. In fact, the Society virtually disbanded in mid -1830 when Torrens and

Horton resigned over a disagreement on the Wakefieldian `concentration'
principle, but more than a year later Torrens rejoined, having been convinced that

his own idea of the division of labour was the same as Wakefield's point. A
Proposal ... for Founding a Colony on the Southern Coast of Australia was drawn

up and presented to the Colonial Secretary, but was rejected. Torrens himself
interviewed the Colonial Secretary and reached a broad understanding about what

would be acceptable to the Ministry. But a new plan still demanded the
impossible appointment of a governor by the promoters and was also rejected.
Torrens' later conduct evidences his own desire for that coveted position.21

Meanwhile, Torrens continued pamphleteering on the financial crisis, reentered Parliament as Member for Ashburton, and took a strong pro- reform stance

throughout the session, even hinting at the abolition of the House of Lords, and
earning King William's wrath. From 1833 to 1835 he was Member for Bolton. In
debate Torrens was often heard to urge schemes of emigration provided that
colonies were themselves reformed along the lines advocated by the National
Colonisation Society. But always, behind his remarks or submerged in them, was
the rationale for his stand: the remedy of Ireland's ills 22
One outcome of all this activity was the passage in August 1834 of the South
Australia Act to enable a Board of Commissioners to found the new colony. At
about the same time, Torrens resigned his commission as a lieutenant - colonel,
along with the full -pay privileges to which he had returned in 1830, retaining only
the courtesy title of colonel one which he used extensively and by which he was
most generally known. In 1835 he resigned his seat in the Commons in order to
devote himself to the South Australian experiment for, in May of that year, he had
been appointed chairman of the nine- member Board of Colonisation
Commissioners for that Province.23
In his capacity as chairman, he had to make the founding act, the ambiguities of
which are by now well- known, workable and widely understood. He ignored
portions of the act which stood in his way, preferring to pursue what he determined
to be its spirit rather than its letter. His Board drafted regulations for advertising

and selling colonial land and appointed thirteen agents in England, four in
Scotland and one in Ireland, the latter being appointed 18 months after the
scheme's regulations were first promulgated. Shortly afterwards, these numbers
were increased: 46 for England, 12 for Scotland and four for Ireland each located
in a part of Ireland where Torrens had personal connections: the Ulster town of
Dungannon, near his birthplace, and three Munster towns, the province in which
his first wife's family was prominent. In fact, one of the agents was a member of that
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family. But due to the smallscale of the Irish agencies only two Irishmen had
invested in South Australian land by mid -1836.
The form - filling and reference requirements under the regulations would have

caused many an Irishman, especially in the countryside, great difficulty of
fulfillment. This process assumed not only literacy, but ability with the English
language at a time when (it has been suggested) barely half of the native Irish spoke
English as a first language. Doctors from the mistrusted government dispensaries,

spread few and far between around the counties, would hardly have been
approachable for the requisite health certificates. In an already difficult
environment for tenantry, the landlord's assistance could hardly be counted on;
and applications to emigrate might be treated as notice to quit immediately,
regardless of the long waits before departures could be finalised.
In any event, Protestant clergymen and magistrates, whose references had also to
be obtained in certain circumstances, condemned emigration from their pulpits
and benches. In post - emancipation times, Irish Catholic leaders, from the village
priests to the bishops and Daniel O'Connell, clearly preferred reform of the United
Kingdom from within to emigration from it. The Irish Catholic preference was to
stay at home in any case. One Tory newspaper put it this way: '... with his miserable

income and his church teaching him to cling to the land of his birth with a
romantic and superstitious attachment, the catholic looks to the restoration of
forfeited estates and believes that he will yet be in possession of the country;
consequently he does not respond to the open sluice gates of emigration with one tenth of the alacrity of his protestant countrymen.' The loyalist and Tory press was
also concerned to protect that important aspect of the Ascendancy power -base, the
Protestant working class and yeomanry, by demanding that lower -class Protestants
stay at home. With these forces acting in Ireland, on potential South Australians, it

is clear why the colony, which was to have been such a haven for freedom of
religious worship, was denied to both Catholics and Protestants alike.
Internal transport arrangements in Ireland and cross - channel shipping were
slow and expensive. Savings would be quickly diminished by the purchase of fares
as well as the need for accommodation and food along the route. Moreover, in the

huge cities of Liverpool and London, emigrants were subjected to criminal
influences which tended to part them from their ready cash. The length of the
voyage and ship -board conditions were other factors to consider. If an Irishman
could raise £5 for his passage to North America he would be only three or four
weeks without work, and it was likely that relatives and friends had preceded him.
But the Australian journey took upwards of four months, a long time to be out of

work and unable to remit money to family back home. Despite the South
Australian Commissioners' contractual power to enforce higher standards on ships
bound for that colony, departures had to be from British ports until early in 1840,
which worked directly against Irish involvement in the enterprise. The result was
that the Commissioners received only three applications from persons with Irish
addresses during 1835 -36, while over 850 were received from English and Scottish
residents.

One original Irish contribution to the South Australian experiment was the
South Australian Protestant Emigration Community, an organisation formed in
Dublin in January 1837 in connection with the Society for the Propagation of the
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Gospel. Only Protestant conservatives might apply for emigration assistance; only
intending emigrants might be shareholders; stricter reference requirements than
those imposed by the Commissioners were demanded; departures from Irish ports,
with doctors, clergymen and teachers were promised; all subscribers had to swear to

become communicating members of the Church of Ireland and never to
countenance assistance to any other religion in the colony. By September trouble
was brewing within the ranks. A London departure was being arranged, not one
from Dublin or Belfast, and shares had not been paid up. Two months later the
Community collapsed. Its members, who may have lost up to £100 per family,

hastily applied to the Commissioners for assistance to emigrate but the
Commissioners' ships were booked up for some months ahead. Two- thirds of these
did eventually arrive in South Australia, but only after waiting a further eighteen
months or more.24
The collapse of the Protestant Emigration Community gave Torrens an opening

for which he had long planned. In 1838 he published a pamphlet, Plan of an
Association in Aid of the Irish Poor Law, the association being the South
Australian Emigration Company. Its motive was self - explanatory; its method was

to entice landowners to send out their younger sons with labourers from overpopulated estates to establish Irish communities, or small farmers to sell up and go
out to work small farm - holdings. Towns and roads would be built in advance and
stock, seeds, and equipment would be available on time- payment. The Company
would buy up land surrounding the settlement region at the regulation price of £1
per acre. Its value would rise by virtue of the close proximity of civilisation and
markets, and could be sold at a profit. Then, in 1839, Torrens released his booklet
Emigration from Ireland to South Australia, distributing it freely at meetings and
emigration offices around the country. Clearly, these South Australian
publications were the result of theories conceived as early as 1817, of ter recognition
of their necessity in 1808. The texts differ only slightly from the published version
of his speech to the House of Commons in 1827.25

In July 1839 a meeting was held in Dublin, chaired by the Lord Mayor, and
addressed by Colonel Torrens and his son, Robert Richard Torrens, freshly
graduated from Trinity College. Its purpose was to consider how far it might be
practicable to extend the self- supporting scheme of emigration to the relief of Irish
poverty. The speeches went over ground already explored in Torrens' writings,
especially the arguments about redundant Irish agricultural labourers and prime
colonial land ripe for cultivation. Dr John Bernard and R. R. Torrens were elected
honorary secretaries and set off on an advertising campaign, aimed primarily at
landowners with plans for the improvement of their estates.26 Whereas only 50

applications for assisted passage had been received from Irishmen by the
Commissioners during 1838, and 49 prior to this meeting in Dublin in 1839, 660
were received during the succeeding six months, and over 300 embarkation orders
were issued. Cavan and Clare returned almost two - thirds of this total; half of the

applications came from Ulster counties generally; but the poorest province
(Connaught) sent in 105 applications of which only six were successful 22
It is now clear that other agents, such as Capt. Charles Bagot, working for
landowning friends and connections of Torrens and his parliamentary circle, had
commenced a campaign of their own, but following Torrensian lines. It is also
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clear that, by its very nature, the private schemes urged by Torrens and his

colleagues appealed not to the cottiers and poorer agricultural workers who were
for the most part Catholics, but to Protestant small- farmers and tradesmen, and the
employees of certain estates.
As a result of these activities, about 50 farmers and their families were sent by the
steamers Adelaide and Royal William from Dublin to London early in December
1839 to embark by the Morley for South Australia. The Commissioners advertised
in Ulster for a departure from Belfast in February 1840, but nothing appears to have
come of it. The first Irish departure was that of the William Nicol from Dun
Laoghaire, the port on Dublin Bay about eight miles south of the city, in early
April 1840. She had come to Dublin by way of Greenock in Scotland where
passengers and freight had been taken on. 183 emigrants were in the steerage when
she sailed. Next to leave was the Mary Dugdale in June, again from Dun Laoghaire

and, like the departure of the William Nicol, featured a visit from the Lord

Lieutenant of Ireland a few hours before sailing. On each occasion the emigrants
rendered His Excellency an address of thanks, and he presented them with a supply
of books for the continuing education of the children. Aboard the Birman which
left in August were Capt. and Mrs Bagot and their family, as well as 218 steerage
passengers, gathered under Bagot's and others' auspices. The Birman had visited
Greenock and went on to call in at Cork before heading for Port Adelaide where she
arrived the same day as the ship which carried Robert Richard Torrens.28
Emigration had raced ahead in 1839 -40, spiralling speculation and abuse of the
Land and Emigration Funds went unchecked, land sales revenue could not feed the
fund forever. The system collapsed and emigration was stopped in August 1840,
just after the Birman's departure. A Select Committee of the House of Commons
was appointed to investigate. Torrens avoided taking the bulk of the blame but was
forced to resign by the weight of the evidence. Although he admitted a portion of

the blame, historians have tended to seek Torrens' motivation in such self interested actions as securing compensation for the loss of his office, and have
found Torrens culpable for the final downfall of the self- supporting scheme as it
existed prior to that time ?9 Torrens' own land dealings provided a basis for further
criticism, by both his contemporaries and modern writers. However improper it

may have been for Commissioners to purchase lands in the colony they

administered, his was not the frenzied speculation of other South Australians. The
land which his agents selected near Adelaide adjoined that of like- minded Irishmen
and became the first home of the boatloads of Irish emigrants which arrived early in
1840. The distant country lands bought by these same men became the emigrants'

permanent homes. Torrens' land had been taken in the name of John Wright,

fellow Commissioner and a prosperous banker, and George Barnes, the
Commission's treasurer, and cost about £1000. The use of nominees was not a
device to avoid detection under the ruling which prevented Commissioners from
engaging in contracts with themselves, for the nominees were members of the
Commission. It would seem that these gentlemen advanced Torrens the money to
enable him to participate in what they all agreed was a worthwhile venture. In 1841
Torrens explained to Lord John Russell that he intended to divest himself of this
land. In March he told the Select Committee on South Australia that he was getting
rid of it: '...it is not actually assigned, but it is equitably done'. In February 1842
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three land orders for country sections and one for a share in the River Light Special
Survey were conveyed in trust upon marriage settlements for Torrens' favourite
daughter Jane; in October 1841 Torrens settled a further three country sections and
a share in the 'Mouth of the Murray' Special Survey on another daughter's marriage
trustees; sections on the River Torrens (now Torrensville) and at Kent Town were
subjected to long leases with rights of purchase built into them.S° So Torrens'
official statements were true at law, and, however devious his actions may seem to
modern eyes, they are not the grounds for dismissing him as a charlatan as some
writers have done.

The judgment of history has not been kind to Torrens. Condemnations appear
in most antipodean works of general history and biography, despite evidence of
much ignorance and confusion about the details of his life. No comprehensive

biography has appeared. Writers in India, the United States and the United
Kingdom have contributed a number of articles covering aspects of his career, as
well as four important books, including one which analysed all of his publications.
Australians have been less active in coming to terms with the implications, for their
own historical evolution, of a life such as Torrens'. Yet his multi- faceted character
continues to make claims on our attention.
As a leading political economist, Torrens earned renown in his own time for the
number and variety of his publications, speeches and newspaper articles. He was
the longest -lived of the nineteenth century classical economists. Born a few years

after the appearance of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations, and weaned on it,
intellectually speaking, he was a contemporary of Thomas Malthus and David
Ricardo. His last published work in the field postdated by a decade J. S. Mill's
Principles of Political Economy. His writings cover nearly the whole spectrum of
economic issues from 1808 to 1858; his contributions in several of these areas were

those of an innovator. However, we must take care not to exaggerate his
significance. His 'champion', Lord Robbins, has written: 'In spite of his extensive
involvement, Torrens was not a major figure he was, so to speak, high up in the
second class.'3'
As an officer of marines throughout the Napoleonic Wars, we have seen his

gallantry and battle -field promotion, and his peace -time brevet lieutenant colonelcy, but not their long -term influence. This military background continued
to manifest itself throughout his later career in the form of a martial spirit, whether
as a debater in parliament or at the Political Economy Club, or in the tone of his
writings, published or not. At least one writer has seen that Torrens' marine career

had an important bearing on his position in classical economics. He was not
merely 'an inconsistent reasoner and unpredictable policy proponent who
happened to have a military title'.
Rather, he was a humane man of action, proud of the military tradition, who found in
economics an outlet for his concern with the imperial greatness of Britain and the
improvement of the economic condition of the British worker. Such an interpretation
gives a larger consistency to what is otherwise, through the eyes of traditional classical
economics, a bewildering pattern of inconsistency 32

Strident militarism is apparent in the Hansard accounts of nearly six years of
House of Commons' debates when Torrens was a subscriber to 'whig principles,

80

COLONEL ROBERT TORRENS

inclining in some particulars to radicalism.'" He was an active speaker on a host of
subjects, especially public and private schemes of emigration from the British and
Irish islands, and the colonisation of New Zealand, Canada, South Australia and,
after 1840, to overseas British possessions generally. Indeed, a study of Torrens the
M.P. might prove as rewarding as that of Torrens the author and emigrationist, for
his speech- making style demonstrates more than any other aspect of his life the
extent to which his fertile mind was capable of a sustained flow of ideas arranged
and delivered spontaneously. It would prove conclusively that the militaristic
parry and thrust of the battle - ground hero had indeed been transported into the
effective weapons of the public figure in time of peace.
Moreover, Torrens wrote two novels 'very bad novels' according to one (and
probably the best) view.34 The first of these was a satire on social manners, the story
of a young woman's search for the ideal man to be her life's partner. Published in
1809 and called Coelibia Choosing a Husband, it followed in the wake of Hannah
More's preciously moralistic and highly lucrative Coelebs Choosing a Wife.
Was Torrens emulating plot and title in the hope of equal financial success, or
lampooning a stuffy spinster whose views were those of the previous generation, or
a little of both? Is there not a little biographical detail in the description of his
heroine perhaps his first wife? The second novel has already been mentioned. Do
they deserve further attention in the context of the early nineteenth century novel,
in particular the Anglo -Irish novel? Was there anything adulatory in the naming of
his second (and favourite) daughter, born about 1810, Jane Austen or Austin? (One
of her parents' marriage trustees was a Thomas Austin of Co. Cork.) Incidentally,
Hannah More was a member of the circle of moral pedagogues which included the
man whose daughter was to become Torrens' second wife.
The ink - smeared world of London's lesser press during the 'twenties and 'thirties
has hardly been considered; certainly, Torrens' part in it warrants further attention.
Was the Globe really purchased in his brother's name to evade the prescription of
military law against officers engaging in trades? A tentative answer might be that

this story is apochryphal, as the brother in question Andrew Torrens was
himself an army officer. This Andrew resided on Globe premises at 127 The Strand
until his death several months of ter his more distinguished brother. Andrew lefthis
shares in the Globe to his even more famous nephew, Sir Robert Richard Torrens,

and Colonel Torrens bequeathed his extensive shareholding in the same paper,
along with his interests in the Police Gazette, to trustees for the benefit of his
grandchildren.
Our subject also championed a liberalisation of British attitudes on a range of
issues concerning his native Ireland. Among his earliest printed works was a
romantic novel set in Co. Kerry, as well as the pamphlet on the Catholic question.
One of his main lines of argument was that Irish manpower was required by the
British Army in the last years of the Napoleonic Wars. Between 1808 and 1828 he
wrote and spoke in favour of Catholic Emancipation, although his economist's eye
saw through O'Connell's one -track anti - unionist campaign and concluded that
much additional reform would be necessary for the settlement of the 'Irish
Question'. Only during the 1830s did he openly reject his rectory background, and
urge disestablishment of the Irish Church, the abolition of tithes, and greater
religious tolerance throughout social life in the British and Irish islands. To this
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extent he was a maverick Irishman as well as a maverick Briton. As if to confirm his

break with O'Connellite Irish radicalism, Torrens' elder daughter married the
grandson of a Dublin City Councillor who in 1815 challenged O'Connell to a duel
for an alleged slander upon the Dublin Corporation and, being the lesser shot of the
combatants, 'expired without a groan' some hours later.35

Torrens took a strong stand on the Irish question, in all its complexity, despite
continuing family connections with the Church of Ireland. At least three Torrens
cousins (one of them Archdeacon of Dublin), an uncle and a nephew -by- marriage
held livings within that church. His views were formed in spite of renewed contacts
with his gentry in -laws in Cork and Kerry; his son kept in even closer contact with

Charity Chute and her family after the divorce was settled. Moreover, in the
economic arena, he continued to advance his views and hopes for the reform of Irish

agriculture, so that the sister islands might achieve greater economic parity and

therefore social harmony. The leading platform of his campaign was the
emigration of Ireland's excess workers to Britain's colonies. In so doing he gained
the name of 'the Irish exterminator' from liberals and conservatives alike 36 Yet his

analysis of the state of Irish agriculture contained the warning that if certain
changes in the total structure of Irish agricultural society were not made, the
consequences would take the form of a great natural disaster: famine. That he was
proved correct during 1845 -48 is some indication that he was on the right track.
In view of such wide- ranging and interconnected interests spanning such a long

and turbulent period in world history, a comprehensive account of the life of
Torrens is long overdue. Even allowing that his role as an economist has received
the attention it deserves over the last three decades, and that 'the immortality of
minor figures is always a chancy matter'", his general historical significance has
continued to be underestimated. Confusion and inaccuracy would be expunged by

such a work. Recent publications have perpetuated nineteenth century errors,
without covering any significantly new ground. Perhaps the rectification of these
faults will lead authors to judge Torrens more kindly. For example, Pike concluded
that 'the Anglo- Irishman Torrens was an insensitive schemer whose blarney won
him authority more easily than it covered his blunders.' In his first edition, much
biographical material was included which referred to two different Torrens cousins
who were also colonels at one time, but not to the chairman of the South Australian

Commission. This section was removed from the second edition, but not
replaced by more appropriate remarks 36

Another recent work mentioned Torrens only occasionally when attempting to
deal with the South Australian and later the Land and Emigration Commission,
and their contribution to Australia's past. It referred to Torrens twice on two
consecutive pages in connection with similar events, ones of such little moment
that it scarcely needed mention at all. The subject was Torrens' (allegedly wilful)
refusal to open letters (the second reference concerned answering such a letter) sent
to the Board of which he was chairman. The implication raised by the author was
that Torrens was a hopelessly inefficient administrator. Surely, minutiae of this
kind should not be the basis of such sweeping pronouncements.39 They certainly
point to the need for and the value of a substantial work about the much maligned
colonel.
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If life's beginning for Torrens has not been easy to document, its end is less of a
problem. Death came late in the English spring of 1864, on 27 May, at 16 Craven
Hill, his town house in London's then fashionable Bayswater.40 The intervening 85
years had been amply filled with the productions of his far - reaching talents and
energies. The Spectator wrote of him:
To the last he impressed all who knew him with the calm and lucid character of his
judgment, and attracted them with something of that perfectly simple dignity, that old
English courtesy, that stately kindness of manner which appear to be something rarer
and rarer in our bustling and familiar day 41

The Times ignored his passing, having been his journalistic enemy since the days
when Torrens wielded a pen at the Globe and Traveller office. Irish and Australian
papers recited brief accounts of his life, mentioning things which appealed to their
political sentiments, rather than attempting to assess the achievements of the
deceased. His second wife survived him by ten years, his son by another ten. By the
end of the century, a leading economic work dismissed his writings 'as devoid of
permanent interest'.42 Half a century passed before the economists began to review
the man with renewed interest. Hopefully these bicentennial observations will
stimulate the writers of South Australian history to look afresh at Robert Torrens.
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with the behaviour of people of the 'better sort'. Researchers have as a consequence

ROADS NOT TAKEN
SOME MINOR CONCERNS OF ADELAIDE'S NEWSPAPERS
AT THE MID - NINETEENTH CENTURY
DEANE MANUEL
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I
I took the one less travelled by
And that has made all the difference.!

South Australian journalism at the mid - nineteenth century does not have a wide
social range. Not for Adelaide's editors the faint paths that were eventually to lead
to a cheap popular press. Simply to survive in Adelaide's newspaper world of the
1840s and the 1850s editors had to please those who could sustain them financially:
'... retired old speculators ... deep in their plans for getting rich';2 colonists who had
'converted soap, candles, ironmongery, drapery, treacle, chicory ... into mining
shares, sheep runs, freehold lands, town buildings, bank balances'.' In other words,
newspapers were aimed at those of the middle classes who could afford to buy or
advertise in them. Newspapers costing between threepence and sixpence an issue

were an expensive luxury. There is no reason to suppose, therefore, that editors
were altruists, that they gave particular heed to colonists who read their wares
gratis; those who read hand -me -down newspapers in the Mechanics' Institute
Reading Room or in coffee shops or in public houses. The concerns of editors
needed to coincide with those who bought newspapers, not those, like Clara
Morison's cousins, who borrowed them. It was the well -to -do literate class that had

to be courted if a newspaper was to succeed and its editor make a respectable
livelihood.

Economic considerations ensured that most of Adelaide's eight or nine

found in papers like the Register and the South Australian vast quantities of
information about the public lives and public opinions of the middling classes.
They know what 'Aliquis' thought about free trade, what 'Commerce' thought
about the bankruptcy laws, what 'Amator Justitiae' thought about the Colonial

Office, what X, Y and Z thought about State Aid to Religion, about the
unmatchable merits of convict -free South Australia and about the kind of issues
important to a social class deeply involved in commerce and agriculture and the
search for financial independence.
Those who have relied upon such evidence can be forgiven, therefore, for tending
to oversimplify Adelaide society. To them Adelaide appears to be over - supplied
with good - living people of unimpeachable respectability. Adelaide then would
seem to be much as R. E. N. Twopeny saw it in the 1880s:
Essentially lower middle class, nonconformist and radical in its origin, South Australia

might well claim the title of the New England of the Antipodes....Want of culture,
Phariseeism and narrow mindedness find a more congenial home here than anywhere
else in Australia; but to my mind, these are a very cheap price to pay for the piety and real
goodness which they cloak .4

Fortunately, even establishment papers like the Register under the puritanical
editorship of John Stephens, if considered in toto, qualify this predominantly
serious and decorous view of colonial life. By imitating the features of the middle
class press at 'home', South Australia's editors reveal an Adelaide that was much
more complex socially than the editorials alone would lead us to believe. Much of

that countervailing evidence comes from the Law Court columns. Not all
newspaper readers approved of this particular feature, as this comment shows:
It is perhaps one of the worst signs of the times in which we live, that it has, of late years,

become the practice to give police reports in the newspapers with all their disgusting
details in full, and sometimes a stray dash of carricature [sic] in order to pander the vile
taste of readers, who resemble vermin which, bred in dunghills, delight to feed on the
corruption whence they spring; and, if we are to judge from the commonness of the
practice, this class of readers is lamentably numerous.6

But businessmen who ran newspapers could not afford

to be so

newspapers in the late 1840s and the early 1850s focused narrowly on the concerns

uncompromisingly fastidious. For all their prating of the moral superiority of
Adelaide's inhabitants, of the salubrity of its climate and its attractiveness to

of

investors and would -be settlers, they could not entirely conceal the harsh realities of
wealthy merchants, industrialists and bankers, through numerous grades of naval and
military officers, civil servants, professional men, clergymen, farmers and free- holders,
... shopkeepers, salaried clerks, tradesmen and independent craftsmen.4

The public interests of such men find their most obvious and most direct
expression in editorials, in letters to him, in feature articles and, somewhat
indirectly, in the commercial intelligence columns and in advertisements. The
state of trade, land sales, supplies of labour, the conditions of the roads, diseases in
stock, mineral discoveries, were recurrent motifs and give a strong impression of an
essentially utilitarian, pragmatic society, much concerned with respectability and

life in an Australian colony. What a jangle of social and climatic discord can be
heard in this single paragraph from a letter to the editor of the South Australian:
To propose building a lunatic asylum on the sultry plains of Adelaide is an idea worthy
of only a madman, at variance with philosophy, with facts, with common sense. What!

boil the insane in the heated furnace of the plains; poison him with the malarious
exhalations of that filthy city; nauseate him with its stench!

Nowhere are the social complexities of the colony better seen than in the Law
Court columns. In aggregate, they reveal a town socially more kin to Mayhew's
London or Twain's Silver City than conventional histories normally suggest. How
revealing is this miscellany of criminal charges made in the first quarter of 1850:

drunkenness; breaking and entering; obscene language; riotous conduct;
Deane Manuel is Assistant Director of Hartley College of Advanced Education.

feloniously cutting and wounding; stealing a gum tree, a silk handkerchief, a fowl,
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a watch and chain, a pocket book, a pair of gloves; deserting from ship; picking
pockets; illegally rescuing five head of cattle; neglect of duty at the racecourse;
deserting from the 11th regiment; in custody as a dangerous lunatic; murder;
suffering pigs to run at large; driving loose horses through the streets to water;
embezzling a shilling; wife - beating; swimming in the Torrens; passing brass rings
as gold; `disgraceful attempts on females of tender years'; highway robbery with
violence; returning from transportation. Some of these are, of course, universal
crimes, but other remind us that Adelaide sprang from the same crime - ridden
society which was concurrently being portrayed in England by Dickens, by
Mayhew and the `pauper press'.
Predictably most of those arraigned were seen from a social height. Those not of
the middling classes were described not infrequently with facetious delicacy;

against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mother's son'). He then forges quite
a passable set of heroic couplets to castigate one of his many tormentors:

prostitutes became `daughters of Light Square', `merchantable beauties' or
`nymphs of the pave'; negroes became `men of colour'; aborigines `our sable

only fitfully and then mainly with those who were of European origin. The

Give me the power you possess*
I'd make your very friends confess
That you're a boy, or knave or fool,
That needs a mad house, with good school,
God help that wretch whom you dare trample on,
For if you had the power, you'd spare none,
Though meagre want sits on your haggard face,
'Tis known for gold you'd crush the human race,

The silver turnip's tempting skint
Draws such base boys through thick and thin.11

South Australian journalism of the time interested itself with the lower orders
obvious exception was, of course, the aborigines. Mostly they escaped the limelight altogether or were left simply categorized as natives. But, occasionally, not
even they were allowed to keep their anonymity. Newspapers as a rule did not treat
them as individuals, in contrast to their meticulous reportage of the middle classes.
While newspapers told in minute detail who sang what songs at which lodge
dinner, who voiced what sentiments, they were usually unspecific in their dealings

brethren'. On the other hand, little emotion and few words were spent on crimes of
this kind: '... embezzling a shilling ... George Cooper, a boy of 6, the property of his

employer's If, however, they promised titillation for their readers, trials were
described much more fully. For such material, sketchy though it often is, comes
information about those who were not of the 'better sort'; people like Mary Moore
who was

with Adelaide's aborigines. In such cases, they tended to generalize their
descriptions and to express broad emotions compounded of Christian charity and

fined 10 shillings for riotous and indecent conduct in Weymouth Street, on the previous

of contempt; qualified sometimes by the fear occasioned by native attacks on

evening. The prisoner evinced more modesty and contrition for her conduct than is
usual with her class, and paid the fine with accompanying promises not to be guilty of
such behaviour for the future?

property and on settlers. Aborigines appear more frequently in the Law Court news
than anywhere else, but occasionally they collectively figure elsewhere; in special

articles on the native question: more rarely as individuals as in this revealing
The lower orders were seldom named in the newspapers of this period but there

Register article:

were exceptions. One was that most notorious of water -carriers, W. W. G.
Nicholls, whose eccentric behaviour and Owenite opinions were the subject of

The native, of the Adelaide tribe, familiarly known by Colonial sobriquet of "King
John" we regret to hear, died on Thursday last, in his native wurley, at the back of the
Location, between Adelaide and Hindmarsh. King John was one of the first natives the
settlers of the Province ever saw, and, by constant mixing with the whites, he had
acquired a considerable knowledge of the English language and, by many, was looked

almost twelve years of journalistic attention. Typical was this Observer paragraph:
At the public meeting on Saturday, the worthy Chairman, before putting the last
resolution, expressed his willingness to hear Mr W. W. G. Nicholls say a few words. This
Mr Nicholls is a person who thrusts himself forward at all public meetings, although a
most ignorant fellow, and we should hardly think in the full possession of his senses, if
he ever had any. The meeting showed its great good humour by listening to a tirade of
about five minutes, which as it bore no relation whatever to the business of the day, we

upon as a great favourite. He was a short athletic man of about 35 years of age, and had
had four wives at the same time, two of whom survive him. He leaves behind him, two
sons and a daughter, having, within the recollection of the Protector and the Missionary
buried, at least, six, during the last five or six years, including two, supposed to have
been strangled in their earliest infancy. He was always decent and peaceful in respect to
the Europeans, and would occasionally submit to labour, but nothing would over -come
his habits of vagrancy, or love for wandering in the bush, far away from the haunts of

need not repeat. It was chiefly to inform the assembled multitude that the speaker (a

water carrier) intended giving a series of lectures on the nature of freehold property in the
course of which he would undertake to prove that the earth was only a great cupboard to

which everybody might resort, but if any man wanted to call a corner of it his own he
could only do so to the extent of his own length and breadth; which grave sentiment was
received with a good deal of ill -timed pleasantry. This wild enthusiast seemed to be
determined to carry out his Socialistic views, having actually advertised a course of
lectures on 'Mineral humbugging, mystified by interest'.10

civilized man. His opportunities for hearing the Gospel spoken to him in his own

Nicholls was certainly a wild enthusiast but that he was deranged and ignorant,
most certainly he was not. On one occasion, following a particularly cruel attack
on his reputation by John Stephens, editor of the Register, he persuaded the South
Australian, the Register's nominal rival, to publish a rejoinder. It was headed 'A
Rowland for an Oliver' and began with an apposite quotation from Psalms (`Thou
givest thy tongue to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit; thou sittest and speakest

habitual respect to those who addressed him, or from a listless indifference to matters
which he might have found it inconvenient to dispute. But a few days before his death,
the Rev. M. Teichelman, one of the German Missionaries had an interview with him,
and placed for the first time alike his danger and the remedy before him, but it was

tongue were numerous, and he would listen patiently to any statements on this subject,
but his attachments to the superstitions in which he was brought up were invincible,
and there is not, we fear, the least reason to hope, that he was benefitted in any degree by
what he had heard; like many Europeans, he was, with respect to Gospel truths when

presented to him, a universal dissenter, bùt this was only out of a sort of acquired
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received with the greatest apparent indifference. At times, before his last illness, he
would when these matters were pressed on him, give some hopes of seriousness, but they
were always of the shortest duration. His chief place of abode, when in health, was the
neighbourhood of Onkaparinga, about twenty miles from Adelaide, and there his native

brethren have carried him for the purpose of interment. Among the natives, he was
known by the name of MURLA - WIRRA - BURKA, or the 'Dry Forest Man', but he had
no influence in his tribe, beyond that of any other of his male brethren. No such idea as

chieftainship exists among any of the South Australian natives. The only approach
towards an admission of superiority among them is that which arises from age, from
multitudinousness of progeny, or from greater strength or courage, and the name of
King John, therefore, as applied to this particular individual, must be regarded as a mere

badge of European distinction, arising out of European favouritism, and not as
originating in any respect with his tribe....

The present will be a fine opportunity for the Government to take charge of his
surviving children, under the `Act for the Maintenance and Upbringing of Native
Orphan Children', and for using its best efforts to convert these 'children of the desert'
into such persons in after life shall make them worthy of bearing `the human form
divine'.12

The newspapers' coverage of another important ethnic minority, the Germans,
though scarcely more comprehensive, was certainly very different. Unlike the
aborigines who frequently appeared in the Law Court news, sometimes as
plaintiffs, more often as victims of crime, the Germans seldom did. With a
collective respectability even more sturdy than the British they seldom were targets
for satire or patronage. They were, however, not always seen as welcome additions
to society, as this description of the 1851 Old Colonists' Festival shows:
This interesting reunion of all classes of the early founders of this Colony took place
last Thursday. A very capacious building was erected by Messrs Williams and Ottaway,
capable of seating comfortably 750 guests. The decorations were very tasteful, consisting
of flags, evergreens, and flowers, both above and round each pillar, and the general effect
very carefully studied. A raised alcove was appropriated to Mr. Fisher [the Chairman]

and some of the élite, and the two tables opposite were appropriated principally to
Government functionaries. The remainder were filled up with a mass of all classes
without distinction, and we are sorry to say, without much apparent unity of feeling.

During his speech, George Fife Angas was so unwise as to add to his apology for not

being a genuine old colonist, a compliment to the German settlers. His praising
them as amongst the oldest and respected colonists produced loud cries to `No, no ...
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raciness of Sporting Life. Its methods, therefore, were satirical, its main effects
humorous, irreverent and lighthearted.
In some ways, its emphases were gossipy variants on its more proper rivals; what
improper action did which proper gentlemen perform on whom? Who travelled
where, on what business and does his wife know? Who bought what, for how much,
and will he escape prosecution? But as a direct result of its affiliation with the
Licensed Victuallers' Society and its deep interest in all manner of sports, including
theatrical performances, the Mercury, better than any of its contemporaries, shows
some of the social complexities scarcely acknowledged elsewhere in the journalistic
world. In its doggerel, its advertisements, its editorials, its descriptive articles, the
Mercury occasionally moved the limelight from respectable middle -class men to

fall briefly on the 'bucks and bloods in countless numbers' loitering under the
verandah of the Royal Exchange;'7 on the sly grog sellers at the Rosina Street
Monster Brothel;" on the rowdies who turned into a donnybrook the 1851 St
Patrick's Society Dinner;19 on the `subordinates employed in the various retail
establishments' whose claim for a 60 -hour week, its editor, W. E. Hammond,
strongly supported;20 on 'the portrait painters, druggists' assistants, lawyers' clerks,
book - keepers...the needle women, ladies' maids, dressmakers, upper nurses' ,21
whose excessive presence in South Australia solid men of business periodically
deplored.

Like its main competitors, the Register, the Adelaide Times, the South

Australian and the Observer, the Mercury found comic possibilities in crime and its
punishment. But whereas they often adopted a tone of reprobation, the Mercury

fluctuated between indignation of the processes of the law and hilarity in its
application, and found especial pleasure in cases in which the respectable were
involved. The rather interesting disclosures of Ann Nathan, `one of the frail
sisterhood', and 'a consequent improvement of ticket sales to San Francisco',
obviously delighted the Mercury.22 Not so the inequities apparent in the Babcock
case:

Verily the administration of Justice is conducted upon a queer principle here Babcock
cuts his wife's nose and gets two years' hard labour Carroll splits another female's

nose, and although a known ruffian whd had been twice or three times previously
convicted, is let off with three months, while a poor girl whose only offence was the

we'll have no Germans, no monopolists no electioneering'; with counter cries

alleged abstraction of a cotton handkerchief of the value of eight -pence is sentenced to a

of 'Go on, go on he'll come out all right let him alone'.13In general, the

Shame! Shamel23

Germans were admired for their industry, their piety, their sobriety, sometimes for
their musicianship. Always, however, they were seen as outsiders, as colonists on
the fringe, and so not really central to the concerns of Adelaide's newspapers.
There was, however, one newspaper whose admiration for the middle classes was

less than total and whose interest in other social groups, therefore, was
correspondingly greater than its rivals. The Mercury" could not be described as a
respectable paper. Almost twenty years after its collapse during the Victorian gold
rushes, the Observer still remembered its reputation for scurrility.15 Neither was its
focus orthodox. As its first epigraph proclaimed, its business was 'very reverend
sport; and done in the testimony of a good conscience'.16 Unlike the other major
colonial newspapers of the day which took The Times as the pinnacle of Victorian

journalism, the Mercury sought to combine the acerbity of Punch with the

fortnight's imprisonment, the last three days to be solitary whit a sliding scald

But in more ways than this does the Mercury throw light on colonial society. It
appears to have been particularly dependent upon one source of financial support;
the good offices of the licensees of Adelaide's more than two hundred public
houses. Every year, the Bench of Magistrates would soberly meet to consider licence
applications, proceedings which no paper reported more vividly than the Mercury:
The Chairman complained of the number of a certain class of female that gathered
round his [George Coppin's] place.
Mr E. Stephens said respectable ladies could not pass in consequence of the

annoyance.
Mr Coppin protested he had frequently applied to the police to remove them, but in
vain. The men from the bush were an irresistible attraction to the ladies of the town. (A
laugh).24
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And in its reportage, it reminds us how significant were public houses in colonial
life and how dependent most were on clients not necessarily of the most repectable
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more interesting and varied society than emerges from newspapers' more obvious
features 30

stamp. Similarly revealing is its coverage of local theatre. In its reviews of
Footnotes

performers like the Chambers Family, the Celebrated Dancers, from the London,
Sydney and Port Phillip Theatres',25 or the Ohio Serenaders, 'a group of talented

1. Robert Frost, 'The Road Not Taken', North of Boston (New York, 1914).
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darkies',26 or yet another final appearance of George Coppin, the Mercury

Mercury, 25 Jan. 1851.

incidentally sketches those who stood in the pit or sat in the gods; drunken sailors

3. 'Personal Recollections of a Septuagenarian', Observer Miscellany (Adelaide, 1878),

up from the Port, the ladies of Light Square; youthful apprentices and shop
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assistants, miners from Montacute and Glen Osmond; shepherds spending their
wages before returning to the silences of the South Australian bush. True, plays
and the players were central concerns, but, in its reviews, audiences were not
neglected. The Mercury as a consequence adds texture to an understanding of the
Adelaide of its time.

(Sydney, 1973), pp. 122 -123.

6. South Australian, 23 May 1845.
7. Ibid., 2 Feb. 1850.
8. Ibid., 23 May 1845.
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Of course, all newspapers pose many more questions than they can be expected to

answer. They cannot be expected to identify, say, the anonyms on which their
statistics of Adelaide's 1845 factories were based; those who worked in its twenty one flour mills, its four soap and candle manufacturies, its seven tanneries, its four
machine factories, its single pottery, its factories producing barilla, starch, snuff

and salt. And their advertisements can only tantalize with talk of boarders and
lodgers who were invited to occupy Peel Cottage 'situated on the West Terrace of
Kensington, one mile east of East Park' with its 'cool retreats from the hottest days,
freedom from the dust or mud, salt -water bathing or shower or plunge'.27 And they

are almost totally silent on the lives of respectable women generally:
... what places of amusement are open to the women of the colony, particularly of the
middle class? The public house opens its hospitable doors to men, as well as the theatre,
the billiard room, the racecourse, and reading room, while their wives, sweethearts and

sisters want concerts, balls and conversaziones, and are even now longing for a
horticultural show this year, that they may have an opportunity of seeing a few new faces
(not to mention the bonnets) Y8

Clearly, the Register overstated its position when it claimed that 'the newspapers of
any free country are the most comprehensive, minute, and reliable data from which
discriminating minds can draw the facts of history' 29 On the other hand, Adelaide's
newspapers, unbalanced in social scope as they are, do reveal a great deal more of
the total society than they set out do do. In their Multo in Parvo columns, in their
accounts of accidents and coroner's reports, in their Law Court columns, in their
reviews of plays and concerts and their descriptions of race- meetings and hangings
and coroners' inquests, they hint at a less conformable society than emerges from
editorials and more formal writing. Offsetting those who 'puffed' Adelaide as the

Athens of the South, newspapers show obliquely Adelaide's likenesses to
Dickensian London; to American frontier towns; to villages in Ireland and Prussia
and South Africa.
Adelaide's newspaper editors did not, of course, set out to portray Adelaide's
society as a whole. Neither then nor now do journalists often choose the road less
travelled by. But if they are good journalists -and Adelaide was blessed in having
many who were -they could not altogether escape the occasional wanderings from

the main roads of middle -class journalism. As a result, patient readers of all
colonial newspapers, but especially of the Mercury, may catch glimpses of a much

i
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REX v. EDWARDS
A POLITICIAN AND THE LAW
REECE JENNINGS

On 25 July 1931 a by- election was held for the House of Assembly seat of
Adelaide. Politically the times were tumultuous. The Scullin government in
Canberra veered from one crisis to another and the by- election itself was held
during the trial of E. G. Theodore, the former Federal Treasurer, over what has
become known as 'the Mungana affair'. In South Australia L. L. Hill led a Labor
government hopelessly divided into warring factions because of his enthusiastic
endorsement of the Premiers' Plan.
The by- election was precipitated by a notorious court case: the conviction in

February 1931 of Albert Augustine Edwards, M.P., on a charge of having
committed an unnatural offence. The trial and the nature of the charge are still
recalled vividly, often with augmented detail, by his contemporaries, and have
passed into the folklore of South Australia. The purpose of this article is to suggest

that a dispassionate review of the court proceedings, the circumstances
surrounding the laying of the charge, and the nature of the prosecution evidence
give rise to grave misgivings. It becomes reasonable to ask if his conviction was a
grievous miscarriage of justice, and whether he was deliberately framed.
Edwards was an outstanding personality whose intensely flamboyant character
gave a vivid colour to every facet of his involvement in community, civic and
parliamentary affairs. During his long life he was surrounded by rumour and
controversy usually of his own making. Born in 1888, it was rumoured that he
was an illegitimate son of C. C. Kingston, the radical Premier of South Australia
from 1893 to 1899. His mother was a Mrs Miller, who lived in a small cottage in a
lane running off Sturt Street, Adelaide, and he had two half brothers.
If one puts aside for a moment Edward's fatal propensity to stir controversy, and
in the process amass a phalanx of influential enemies, there is one outstanding
personal characteristic which distinguished the man: his enormous humanity
which always found real practical expression in innumerable acts of kindness and
care for people who, because of circumstances of birth, education and upbringing,
could not fend for themselves. He was a deeply Christian man, a Roman Catholic
whose real sympathy and love for those who were not well off was portrayed by the
deep personal involvement which characterised his own charitable work. He was
not one of those familiar Adelaide charity workers whose commitment is motivated
and fortified by the social columns of the daily press: if the soup had to be ladled
out, he did it himself, and provided from his own pocket the ingredients to make it.

Dr Reece Jennings is the author of W. A. Webb: South Australian Railways
Commissioner 1922 -30 (North Plympton, 1973), and Some Historically Insoluble
Railway Problems in South Australia (North Plympton, 1980).

93

Every Friday and Saturday night for fifty years Edwards went to the Central
Market and collected unsold fruit and vegetables and other food and took them to
the poorer homes, orphanages and other institutions in the city. Every Christmas
he distributed puddings from door to door. He paid rent for evicted tenants, and

purchased properties for welfare agencies: one became a half -way house for
destitute men and in part of the building he provided meals for the down- and -out,
cooking the evening meal himself most days.
Edwards was a member of the Prisoners' Aid Association and worked hard until
his death to improve the conditions of inmates, his particular concern being to help
the man who, on release from gaol, had to make a fresh start. During the many years
over which he championed the plight of those in gaol, he was often in conflict with
more conservative community leaders whose views towards prisons and prisoners
were less charitable than his own. He had no time for people whose involvement in

good works and fashionable causes was distinguished by biblical oratory,
exhortation and a reluctance to get their hands dirty. He suffered many who
thought that crime and delinquency resulted from the demon drink or the inherent
wickedness of man, and not, as in his view, that the courts were kept busy and the

prisons full because of lack of education, opportunity, amenities, and low
standards of living.
A public figure of the time whom Edwards particularly detested was Mrs Agnes
Goode, J.P. A prominent Liberal, she was one of those luminaries who get 'in

everything'. They shared some mutual public interests which brought them
together, and they were permanently in conflict. When Goode opposed him for the
seat of Adelaide, in the 1927 election, she became the first woman in this State to
have ever been pre - selected as a parliamentary candidate. She withered under his
sarcastic wit, which was used to devastating effect on platform and in press. During

the poll declaration, he delivered a celebrated three word speech: 'Good night,
Agnes.'
Edwards had a tough upbringing in the seedier parts of Adelaide. As a boy he
earned a precarious living among stall- holders and entrepreneurs at the market,

and eventually ran a small delicatessen in Compton Street. Later he became a
successful hotel- keeper, and it is as the owner of the Newmarket on the corner of
West and North Terraces that he is best remembered. Other hotels he was associated

with were the Duke of Brunswick, the Black Lion (Hindmarsh), the Castle Inn
(Hindley Street) and the Hotel Victor (Victor Harbour). He had a very high
reputation as a publican and kept his hotels immaculate: he was himself virtually a
teetotaller, having a love of passion fruit juice. He was also a non - smoker. Football

was his principal sporting interest. When World War I broke out the South
Australian National Football League went into recess. Edwards immediately
organised his own league to replace the official one and arranged teams which
competed usually amid controversy. Many thought his actions were 'disloyal'
and 'unpatriotic': the war was too serious for people to be playing sport. In 1919 the
West Adelaide Football Club rejected him as a committeeman. The next year they

made him chairman. A couple of years later he left the club because of
disagreements.
In 1914 Edwards was elected to the Adelaide City Council for Grey Ward. He was

so much the antithesis of the general membership of that body that he very
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frequently found himself in the minority. Although in years past, the Council was
divided rigidly by barriers of class and politics, he was respected because of his
fearless devotion to causes which he held to be right. His long tenure of civic office
was frequently interspersed with fireworks, but he had the ability to gain and retain

the friendship of people who could not have been more different from him,
including Sir Lavington Bonython, for whom he once canvassed votes.
In 1917 he entered parliament as one of three Labor members for Adelaide.
Edwards the parliamentarian was a very formidable person. A fluent speaker and
trenchant debater, he was afraid of no -one. He spoke his mind and was a scathing
critic of authority in any shape or form. He was never more eloquent than when he
spoke for the underdog, or championed any of the causes in which he believed
fervently. In his electorate he was revered; he was known simply as The King', and
he would speak of 'My People'.
In the political arena Edwards made innumerable enemies, some highly placed,
and when the rot started to set in the Labor Party in 1930 it was inevitable that he
would find himself at loggerheads with the factions opposed to him. He sided with
the Langite D. H. Bardolph and his group, and found the most vocal and aggressive
opponents in the Trades Hall faction led by F. F. Ward, State Secretary of the A.L.P.
It is clear that in the shady realm of party machine politics Edwards was more than

a match for some of the more unscrupulous ballot and plebiscite technicians.
Confronted once with the accusation that he had contravened party rules, he is said
to have replied: 'A man is justified in doing anything to win it. It is a life's job." On
that occasion he had been accused of plebiscite irregularities and charges were laid
by the party against him. It appears that some of the ballot boxes had, by a strange

coincidence, ended up for counting in the Newmarket Hotel. Some may have
wondered if the same ballot papers were eventually taken out as had been put in.
Despite this well - publicised incident, the party found Edwards had no case to
answer.2

Eight years later there was a far more serious altercation and his party
membership was suspended for ten years because of ballot irregularities? There
had been a pre - selection ballot in 1937 and Edwards had won endorsement for
Adelaide, against T. P. Howard, a sitting member. Howard and his supporters
thereupon levelled allegations of a serious nature against Edwards involving fake

ballot papers. By September party investigators realised that the ballot was
surrounded by so many discrepancies and illegalities, and there was such an
obvious organised wall of obstruction and silence to attempts to find out what
actually happened, that an A.L.P. conference appointed a ballots investigation
committee to go thoroughly into Howard's accusations. The committee's findings

were damning. There is some suggestion that Edwards received his lengthy
suspension because he refused to answer questions. Unabashed, he announced that
he would stand as an Independent Labor candidate: he was then threatened with
expulsion. Ironically, Howard again lost his endorsement when new preselection
ballots were held in 1938. The entire proceedings were accompanied by histrionics:

time has given it all a comic opera hue.
Ten months after the plebiscite flurry in January 1930 Edwards was in more open
conflict with the party machine. On 13 November he lost A.L.P. endorsement for
his City council seat' He then ran as an unofficial Labor candidate against J. F.
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Walsh. At the election on 6 December Edwards annihilated his opponents: the poll
declaration was, as the Advertiser noted, marred by angry scenes and disorder.
Seven days later in the Adelaide Police Court his world began to collapse.
On 13 December 1930 Edwards was arrested and charged with having committed
at the Newmarket Hotel an unnatural offence (buggery) with a sixteen-year old
youth, John Gault Mundy. Curiously, the offence was said to have taken place
seven months earlier. It was never revealed during the succeeding months who had
gone to the police and initiated the charges. It was not Mundy, nor his mother .5 The

identity of the informant was protected strenuously in both the lower and the
supreme courts by invoking that legal convenience beloved of prosecuting counsel,
the 'public interest'. There would have been no shortage of individuals whose

personal hatred of Edwards would have induced them to take a step which, if
successful, would destroy him politically and personally. There was the faction at
the Trades Hall which detested him and had laid the plebiscite charges mentioned
above: he had defeated their official candidate for the council seat of Grey. Their
hatred was the more intense because it was borne of fear; any doubts as to his ability
as a parliamentarian and political operator can be dispelled quickly by reading his
speeches and questions in Hansard; his letters to newspaper editors, and reports of

his hustings performances. His skill with tongue and pen, together with his
extraordinary electoral popularity, made him an invincible opponent, one who

could never be removed through the ballot box and whose position could only be
demolished by the most unscrupulous means. His actions over the years had
provided a reservoir of parliamentarians, soap -box aspirants and people held in
high regard in the community who would be prepared to stop at nothing to get
him.
These persons had an enthusiastic ally in the Commissioner of Police. Because of

his active involvement in the Prisoners' Aid Association and his outspoken
criticism of police and prison staff, Edwards had not endeared himself to the visible
custodians of law and order. He incurred particular police wrath for his forceful
denunciation of their handling of an escape by four prisoners from Yatala in 1930.
Recapture of the escapees was accompanied by all the trappings of a shoot -out in
some wild west frontier town: two of them, Harrison and Newchurch, were shot

dead at Nailsworth on 18 July. Edwards felt revulsion and disgust at the
enthusiasm of the police for a gun fight, and his well- reported attacks in the House
left some scores to settle.
On the day of his arrest Edwards appeared in the Adelaide Police Court. Bail was
allowed, all names were suppressed and he was remanded to 19 December 1930. R.
R. St. C. Chamberlain prosecuted, and Edwards was defended by F. Villeneuve

Smith. The small, tantalising paragraph in the Advertiser reporting the

proceedings concerning a 'well known public man' was the forerunner of lengthy
and sensational press coverage.6 He duly appeared before E. M. Sabine, Police
Magistrate, and the preliminary hearing continued for a week: he was committed
for trial on 26 December.? Names were released for publication the day before
Christmas, but there would have been few who did not know who the accused was
because even before his first court appearance, the police reported to the press that a
crown witness, Doreen Haskett, was 'missing', and her photograph appeared in an
article which made it known she was employed at the Newmarket Hotel. Haskett
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was not missing and the extraordinary action of the police was condemned by
defence counsel. The prosecution was not going to be put off making the identity of
their celebrated defendant known by suppression orders.
The trial began on 3 February 1931 before the Chief Justice, Sir George Murray,
and a jury. It comprised, according to Villeneuve Smith, 'a welter of the most
unsavoury evidence it had ever been his lot to deal with in the criminal court." The
general public, who were being titillated by detailed press coverage, learnt that after
the preliminary hearing the Crown had filed a further charge of gross indecency,
allegedly committed at the Hotel Victor, and other charges were pending? They
were taking no chances.
The nature of the prosecution case and the evidence of its witnesses can give rise

to misgivings. The Crown conceded that Mundy was of low intelligence, a
pervert,10 and had been convicted of an offence of gross indecency against a child."
He had stolen property from Edwards at Victor Harbour, had argued with him over
wages and had initiated legal action to secure money owing.12 Only after the trial

was it revealed that the boy was living with a policeman. Mundy claimed
consistently that the police had added remarks to his statement at interviews which
he had never made. The disputed comments injured Edwards. Mundy's evidence
was not corroborated in any respect.
When it became known that Edwards had been charged, a f-ormer employee, a
Mrs Blazer who had been dismissed from her position as a cook, went to the police

and volunteered to give evidence against him." Her vindictive action was done
under the guise of 'public service'. It transpired that Edwards owed her money. She
was shown by Villeneuve Smith as a malicious liar. Her evidence was biased by any
interpretation of the law: she was an alcoholic and clearly out to settle old scores.
Doreen Haskett was a reluctant crown witness. For daring to suggest that Miss

Kate Cocks, a well -known female police officer, had attributed remarks about
Edwards to her which she had never made, she was immediately charged with
perjury and committed.'* It is disturbing to find that Haskett's perjury hearing was
proceeded with in the full glare of publicity even before the trial of Edwards started.
He gave evidence on oath. Much interest was displayed in the humorous account of
evading the licensing laws relating to the supply of liquor after permitted hours. It
does not seem to be a particularly relevant topic for cross - examination. Several of

Edward's friends protested his innocence and one in particular claimed he could
have provided an alibi: Edwards refused to call him.15 The trial lasted eight days. It
attracted more local interest than the resignation of Lyons, Lang and repudiation.
Murray directed the jury to return a finding of not guilty on the Hotel Victor gross
indecency charge.
On 14 February, by a majority verdict of ten to two, Edwards was found guilty of
committing an unnatural offence.1e He was forty -years old; member of parliament
for Adelaide; councillor for Grey Ward on the Adelaide City Council; chairman of
the West Adelaide local committee of the Labor Party; member of the executive of
the Prisoners' Aid Society; a visiting Justice of the Peace at Yatala prison; president
of the West Adelaide Football Club.17 The maximum sentence for the offence was

ten years' imprisonment and a whipping. On 17 February the Chief Justice
sentenced him to five years' imprisonment with hard labour. Bail was refused. The
sentence was of unusual severity for a first offender. Edwards was courageous. He
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told the court: 'My enemies have succeeded: they have done so with loaded dice. I do
not pretend to forgive them. Some day they will receive the punishment which they
so richly deserve.'18 Murray, sixty -seven and a bachelor, who wore effortlessly his
pomposity and self- righteousness, became agitated and harangued Edwards; it was

one of the most sensational happenings in the criminal court.
Edwards appealed to the Full Court. The Court of Criminal Appeal, comprising
Parsons, Napier and Piper JJ, heard the case and dismissed it on all grounds on 9
May. An appeal was then lodged with the High Court which heard it on 26 May.
The following day the High Court bench found itself evenly divided: Rich and
Starke JJ dismissed, and Dixon and Evatt JJ upheld the appeal. Unfortunately for
Edwards the Judiciary Act provided that in such a case the decision of the State
Supreme Court stood. The possibility of an appeal to the Privy Concil was
considered but for reasons not evident was not proceeded with: perhaps by this time

Edwards realised that justice is both elusive and expensive. His commission as a
Justice of the Peace was revoked, but he continued to add the letters J.P. to his
name. When challenged he would say they stood for 'Justice for the people'.

Loss of Edwards' parliamentary seat was governed by clause 25 of the
Constitution Act 1855 -6: on 24 June it was declared vacant on the grounds of
absence without leave for thirty sitting days, not because of conviction of a criminal
offence. Nomination papers were sent to him at Yatala.19 Weeks later Mundy was

reported to have told other prisoners at the Magill reformatory, where he was
serving a sentence, that his evidence at the trial was untrue 20 Edwards was also
required to vacate his seat on the Adelaide City Council.
Edwards' real friends were distraught but powerless to help him. The West
Adelaide electorate committee of the Labor Party expressed full confidence in him
and tried to get a Royal Commission into the affair ?' No colleague who was able to
do so raised a hand to help him. On 23 March 1933 a deputation from the West and
East Adelaide electorates waited upon the Chief Secretary, S. R. Whitford, to seek
either a rehearing or Edwards' release under the Offenders Probation Act. Whitford
quibbled about precedent and the letter of the law.22 A few months later Edwards
was released: he was described as a model prisoner and incurred the maximum
possible remission of sentence. The Adelaide electorate committee of the Labor
Party held a social and dance for him: the only sour note was F. F. Ward's public
protest at the Party being associated with the function.23 Edwards stood twice again

for his old parliamentary seat. As an Independent Labor candidate in 1938 he
topped the poll but lost on preferences to D. H. Bardolph. In 1950 he stood as an
Independent and was narrowly defeated by the A.L.P. candidate. However, in 1948

he was elected to the Adelaide City Council for Grey Ward and he remained a
member until his death in 1963.
The saddest aspect of his story is that the sensational and salacious nature of the
court case remains the most vivid memory most people retain of Edwards, and all
his fine personal qualities, his outstanding ability and his practical good works are
forgotten. It is difficult to escape suspicions that he was the victim of a conspiracy
to destroy him. When he died he was universally respected and his funeral was one
of the largest seen in Adelaide;24 ironically the Commissioner of Police provided an
escort. He never married but is buried in the West Terrace cemetery in a double plot.
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MOTOR REGISTRATION RECORDS IN
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1906 -34
GEORGE BROOKS

South Australia is fortunate in having records of the registration of cars from the
beginning in September 1906 to August 1927, and again from December 1929 to
September 1934. If, as in some countries, it was a case of 'one car, one number', then

this record would have been a simple list, starting at '1' and continuing without
pause. But, unfortunately for the motoring historian, there are complications, the
most important one arising from the fact that an owner could transfer his number
from car to car, or to a new owner when he sold his car.
The records come from the following sources:
1 to 429 The Tourists' Road Guide
The 1907 edition gave name and address of owner, make and horsepower of car
up to 306. In 1908 the number had risen to 429, addresses were not given, but

the make of car owned had been brought up to date where necessary. Later

editions did not give the make of car. In 1910 the list was given both
numerically and alphabetically.
South Australian Motor, June 1913.
This was the first issue of the periodical and the numbers were printed with
name and address of owner, but no make of car, bringing the record up to date.
In the weekly newspapers, the Observer, and the Chronicle, the 'Motor Notes'
each week recorded some sales of cars, giving make and owner, with a bias

430 to 989

towards the makes sold by the larger firms. This has enabled the gaps in the car
details in many cases to be filled in, but as the number of cars registered each
week steadily increased, the number mentioned in the 'Motor Notes' decreased.
990 to 1263 Australian Motorist

For an all -too -brief period between August 1910 and February 1911 this
periodical, published in Melbourne, but with an active South Australian
representative, gave the previous month's registrations with car details, but
not the owner's address, which can be found in the South Australian Motor,
June 1913.

South Australian Motor
Again we have no car makes. The 'Motor Notes' previously mentioned have
helped to fill in a few of the blanks, while the appearance of another weekly
paper, the Mail, in May 1912, with more 'Motor Notes' has also helped.

1264 to 3313

George Brooks, formerly an engineer in the Engineering and Water Supply
Department, is the compiler of the South Australian Motoring History Books
published by the Sporting Car Club of South Australia, of which five have
appeared since 1977.
k
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3314 to 9999 South Australian Motor
In each issue the previous months' registrations were given, with owners'
address and the make and horsepower of his car.
01 to 09999 South Australian Motor
For some reason, instead of carrying on with 10000, '01' came after '9999',
subsequent numbers being preceded by an '0', sometimes with a dash,
sometimes not.
10000 to 37420 South Australian Motor
When 09999 was reached, they went back to 10000 again. This means that
after 09999 it is necessary to add 10000 to the registration number to get the
total number of registrations to that point.
37421 to 38100 These numbers were never printed. The Registrar of Motor
Vehicles had his office in Richards Buildings, Currie Street, and when these
were burned down on 10 November 1924 all his records up to that time were
lost.
38101 to 78498
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(2) There is no distinction between new and secondhand cars up to 78498. A car
could appear in the lists more than once as new owners were given new
numbers. It is likely that for the total number of a make or model appearing in
the-lists these factors (1) and (2) cancel out.
(3) Printers' errors are fairly frequent. One can readily guess that a `Roe' was really
a 'Reo' but others are not so obvious.
(4) Errors were also likely when the clerk behind the counter was recording the
details. A 'De Large' would be a Delage, and a Vauxhall '14.40' would be the
14/40 model which should have been, and usually was, shown as 13.9
horsepower. It is not likely that the clerk would insist on dismantling an engine
to measure the cylinder bore.
(5) There is no distinction between cars and commercial vehicles, so in makes
where engines of the same cylinder dimensions were used in both cars and
trucks, e.g. Berliet, there is no telling which is which. The distinction is made
after 108780.

South Australian Motor

Again full details were given each month.
The records came to a sudden stop in the issue for August 1927. As they occupied
eleven pages and were steadily increasing, this is understandable.

78499 to 108779 No source for these numbers is known at present.
108780 to 131998 Motor Trade Journal

This was the monthly journal of the South Australian Chamber of
Automobile Services, now the South Australian Automobile Chamber of
Commerce. The monthly registration details were given, showing whether
new or secondhand and whether private or commercial vehicle, but not giving
the horsepower. Hence, we cannot recognise the models referred to. One issue
is missing from the bound volumes at the S.A.A.C.C. (August 1932) and a few

Some qualification is necessary regarding the above statement that the South
Australian Motor is the best source and that transferred numbers are not shown.
From about 10900 re- allotted numbers are included, taking the place of the normal
series, e.g.

10924 A. F. Wilson, Weetulta, 18.9 Oakland
656 A. J. McKay, Kadina, 23.5 Studebaker
10926 A. M. Rodda, Kadina, manufacturers and dealers
From 13970 onwards the re- allotted numbers were grouped together and did not
replace numbers in the normal series. After 14470 they were listed under the
heading 'Re- allotted Numbers'. Their appearance ceased after the fire in November
1924, i.e. after 37420.

The dates of issue of the numbers were roughly as follows:

W. K. Thomas Sc Co., the proprietors of the Register and theObserver, published
a book which should be mentioned. This was entitled Registered Owners of Motor
Vehicles Numerically Arranged and appeared annually from about 1916 to 1920.
This was brought up to date by the exclusion of numbers which had lapsed and not
been renewed. No makes were given up to a certain point, differing in each edition.
The daily and weekly newspapers also printed registration lists, but these seem to

September 1906
August 1910
September 1914
01
(Actually 10001) January 1918
10000 May 1921
20000 April 1923
30000 April 1924
40000 January 1925
50000 October 1925

have been erratic, with the Register as the most reliable. The South Australian

60000 June 1926

Motor is by far the best source. The Sales Department of the Waymouth Motor Co.,

starting in 1922, used to cut the lists out of the newspapers and/or the South

70000
78498

Australian Motor and paste them into books. By the good offices of Bill Everard,
these were literally saved from the rubbish bin, and with the addition of photocopies of the earlier data the Sporting Car Club of South Australia has the entire
record available for easy reference.
From the point of view of the motoring historian, the lists have the following
shortcomings:
(1) Many cars are not shown at all, when registered by their first owner, as he
transferred the number from his previous car.

There are three basic questions which these lists can be used to answer:
(1) Knowing the number of the car, who was the owner and what was the make?
(2) Knowing the owner, what was the number and make of the car(s) he owned?
(3) Who were the owners of a particular make of car?
(I) requires no comment, except for the reminder that the make of car is not
always available.

numbers apparently were not printed. Towards the end the layout became
chaotic, not even in proper numerical order. Re- allotted numbers were shown.

1

1000
5000

February 1927
August 1927
108780 December 1929
131998 September 1934
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For (2) it is a matter of re- hashing the lists into alphabetical order, a very tedious
process. This has been done so far in three sections, 1 to 4000, 4001 to 8000, and 8001
to 02000. The first section was done to assist in filling in the gaps where the makes

were not given. .
For (3) the lists have been combed twice. Back in about 1952, the numbers from
05913 to 78498 (all that was available at the time) were gone over and a list of makes

compiled. These were broken down into models by the horsepowers as actually
shown in the records. The more common American makes were omitted, as 50,000
Fords would have been too much of a good thing.
More recently another effort has been made, in two sections, 1 to 02121 and 02122
to 78498, in which the makes and models are recorded by registered numbers. For
the first section all makes have been included and it covers the period from 1906 to
December 1918, i.e. all the cars recorded must be what we now call `veteran'. Its
value is reduced by the periods in which no make of car was given. In the second
section, as before, the more common Americans have not been recorded, nor have
popular models of cars such as Fiat (nearly 1000 Fiat 501s, of 10.4 horsepower,
appear in the lists). The owners of any given make or model can be found, but it

means looking up each number in the lists to find the names.
It should also be mentioned that up to about January 1916, the horsepowers
shown were the maker's nominal figure and after that the R.A.C. horsepower was
used. Thus prior to that date the Ford is shown as '20' and afterwards as '22.5'.
From 1906 to about March 1913, hire cars which operated in the City of Adelaide
carried a separate series of numbers, preceded by an 'A', issued by the Corporation
of the City of Adelaide. For a short while afterwards the 'A' preceded the normal

registration number, then in the early 4000s. A list of hire car numbers issued
appeared in The Tourists' Road Guide for 1907 (10 cars) and again in the 1910
edition (35 cars). In its issue for July 1913, the South Australian Motor had a list of

vehicles for hire, now including lorries which could be converted to charabancs
(112 vehicles). Many of the hire cars appeared in both normal and Adelaide
Corporation lists and carried both numbers. Unfortunately the numbers do not
seem to have stayed permanently with the same hire car operator, at least as far as
the A.C.C. ones were concerned.
For motor cycles the lists are not complete as far as we know at the moment.
There has not been as much research on this subject as on the cars. The Tourists'
Road Guides gave the numbers and owners, but not the makes. The 1910 edition
takes us up to 1816, both alphabetically and numerically. From 5823, in December
1914, the South Australian Motor gave the same information for motor cycles as it
did for cars, and continued to do so into the twenties, passing 16141 in March 1920.
Motor cycle numbers also appeared in the Register and the Mail. They came to an
end at 38731 in June 1926, the last ones appearing in the South Australian Motor.

Whole blocks of numbers were omitted at various times.

LUDLOW HOUSE, 1840 -50
AUDREY MASCHMEDT
Ludlow House is one of the oldest surviving houses in South Australia. After 140
years this solidly built, ten - roomed house is quite sound and still occupied. The 24inch -thick outer walls of the two - storeyed building are still in their original state,

with only minor mortar replacement where dampness has caused fretting on the
level that was built for coolness half- underground. Situated on the then main road
from Adelaide to Gumeracha, in the locality first known as Timnath, it was a
Iandmark until 1852 when a new route was opened along the course of the Torrens
Valley. Traffic then by- passed the house, which was left standing amidst the peace
and quiet of the surrounding hills.
The building was started in 1840 by the South Australian Company under the
supervision of their architect, William Prescott. The story of this Company's part
in establishing the new colony is well known, but the origins of Ludlow House are
not, and this has led to confusion in the records. In 1839 the S.A. Company owned
many country sections where they established sheep and cattle runs. The Timnath
property was used as a sheep run and, as the land was unfenced, the sheep were
tended by shepherds who were responsible for the safety of their flocks. As the
numbers increased, it became necessary to employ an overseer, and to establish a
head station. Samuel Reeves, originally from England but with experience
connected with sheep- farming in Van Diemen's Land, offered his services to the
Company. A letter dated 23 September 1839, signed by David McLaren as manager,
accepted this application, and in the following year the large Reeves family arrived
at Timnath, where they lived in a tent.
William Prescott wrote to his father in June 1840: 'I started on Wednesday
morning to go about 25 miles into the country....My object in going to this place
was to set a party to work, building a house for the Company representative in the
Sheep Dept. a Mr. Reeves from the borders of Romney Marsh, he appears very
clever, and a gentleman in conduct'. Shortly (12 August 1840) David McLaren

reported to the Company's directors in London that Reeves was busy with
arrangements for shearing, and

since his removal to the country, he has been living with his family (7 or8) in a tent, and
in such weather as we have had lately, it has been most uncomfortable. A stone house is

in the course of being built for him, the stone and lime are on the ground, also the
timber, the expense for labour is considerable, the parties proceeding from Town, but
notwithstanding, I think it will not exceed £600. Mr. Reeves deserves it.

According to the Sales Day Book of the S.A. Company, Prescott's men were still
working at the house in April 1841, when work had to be suspended owing to the

financial crisis which threatened to wreck the colony. William Giles, the
Audrey Maschmedt is a great- great- grand- daughter of William Prescott.
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Company's new manager, had received urgent instructions from the directors to
cooler climate at Timnath. His daughter Mrs Jane Isabella Watts, described this
experience in Family Life in South Australia Fifty -Three Years Ago:
The Company had lately erected for their head sheep station a very comfortable stone
house ... about twenty miles from Adelaide, and as it contained more rooms than the
overseer required, Mr. Giles removed his family thither to occupy one part of it. This
residence was prettily situated between two hills studded with fine gum trees ... the
health of all improved in the fine fresh air. They had a large, lofty sitting -room and a
delightful balcony at their disposal, but were short of bed rooms, so a tent was put up for
the boys, and the gentlemen visitors who sometimes rode up with Mr Giles at the end of
the week.

It appears that the house was named during this period, as Ludlow House was
the address given on 15 February 1843 for the Reeves family in the Baptismal and
Marriage Register of Holy Trinity Church. On that date the Rev. Charles Howard,

Colonial Chaplain, rode out to the house to marry two older Reeves girls and
baptise three younger daughters. Life at Ludlow House ended sooner than Mr
Reeves had expected. Although, as Mr Giles reported, his superior knowledge had
`improved the character and quality of the flocks', the Company was not entirely

satisfied with his management and in September 1844, when the term of his
original engagement expired, his contract was renewed for a further twelve months
only. At the end of this period, his services were terminated, and he left Timnath on

23 September 1845. The manager of the Cattle Section, W. B. Randell, was
appointed to manage the Sheep Section as well, but he resigned from the Company
in December 1845.

curtail all expenses, one result of which appears in an entry (1 June 1841) in the
Minute Book of the South Australian Board of Advice:
Mr. Giles reported that the last pile had been driven in the Wharf at the New Port, and
excavations in the river were now the chief operations there, and that on account of the
heavy expenses, he had stopped all further proceedings at Mr. Reeves' house at Timnath.

The original plans and specifications for the house would have been sent to the
Company's Head Office in London, but in a note -book belonging to William
Prescott, now in the S.A. Archives, we find the 'Specifications for completing the

house at Timnath', which refer to the hearths, cedar chimney boards, locks for
windows and doors, stone floors for the kitchen, pantry, passage and cellar, deal
flooring in one bedroom, brick paving for two storerooms, as well as external stairs,
guttering, draining, etc. As the Reeves family were in residence in 1841, it would

appear that most of the building had been completed before the workmen were
withdrawn in June.
There seems reason to believe that the house was re -named by William Giles
while spending the summer of 1841 -42 at Timnath. The story began in 1836, or
rather, twenty -five years earlier, when the Earl of Ludlow borrowed £1,000 from
Giles' father. This was not repaid in the lifetime of these two men but, shortly
before sailing to South Australia, William Giles was amazed and delighted to
receive full payment of the debt. In fact, when a son was born to him in 1839, the
name chosen was Percy Ludlow. A sickly child, he died a few months before
another son was born in 1841, and when he, too, showed signs of sickness as
summer approached, Giles arranged for his family to spend a few months in the

A

Ludlow House, 1980, taken from the position of the old road closed in 1852.
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A young man, Alfred Swaine (son of Robert V. Swaine of Hamburg, later a
director of the Company), who had arrived in South Australia in September of that
year, was sent at once to Timnath to gain colonial experience by assisting in the

wool sheds during the shearing.' Early in 1846 he and William Lillecrap were
appointed joint managers of the flocks and he moved in to part of Ludlow House.
The following year Lillecrap became superintendent of the Herds, and Swaine
remained at Ludlow House until 1850 as superintendent of the Home Stations for
the flocks. The Company then decided to cease all agricultural pursuits as they
were unprofitable. Giles reported to the London office, 25 November 1850.
LUDLOW HOUSE & REMOVAL OF SHEEP
We have advertised for leasing the House at Timnath, with some of the contiguous
sections, and expect to obtain a Tenant by the end of the year, the period when Mr
Swaine leaves to reside in Town.
All the sheep have now been removed from the Stations on the Special Surveys ... to Mt.
Barker.

The following advertisement appeared in the Southern Australian, 4 November
1850:

Ludlow House, TIMNATH, Gumeracha
To be let on lease, the commodious Dwelling House, containing Eleven2 Apartments,
and large Garden of Fruit Trees in full bearing, with Stable, Stockyards etc. in an
enclosed paddock of 100 acres well watered.
Two or three Eighty acre Sections could be attached to the property if required.

REVIEW

The Bowmans of Martindale Hall.
Elizabeth Warburton. Department of Continuing Education, University of
Adelaide, 1979. 158 pp. $8.00.

It is uncommon, and engaging, in a book that it has more to offer than its title
suggests. At least, more than the title used on the cover Martindale Hall. The title
page does it differently, reading The Bowmans of Martindale Hall. Even so, that is
less than it gives, because a great deal is said of other Bowman houses as well of
Barton Vale (Enfield) and of Werocata (on the Lower Wakefield), not to mention
the general account of all their properties, which by 1883 reached a total of 86,234
acres of verdant freehold, and an immense 3,679 square miles of leasehold in the
dry, tough northern part of South Australia. In those leasehold properties, recently

acquired, lay the family's imminent misfortune. The drought of 1884 -5 and the
mounting unhelpfulness of banks in a growing international crisis led to a severe
predicament on those holdings, and of necessity to the sale of Werocata (1886) and
later of Martindale (1891).
Martindale, the property, was in fact a mere 9000 acres among the 86,234 but
Martindale the house, (never then called Martindale Hall, not by the family

anyway) was a different matter, the most splendid possession of all. The
Particulars at S.A. Company's Office

spectacular, fascinating, but brief role played by that house, in the Bowman family,

is explained with great care and lucidity by Elizabeth Warburton.
It was the creation of a twenty- three -year old bachelor, the eldest of three brothers

who inherited the hard -won fortune of pioneering Edmund Bowman the elder.
Edmund the younger was devoted enough to the land and intelligent about it, but
displayed all the swollen ambitions which could arise in the second generation of
Footnotes
1. William Giles, South Australian Company, Board of Advice Minute Book, p. 262 (South
Australian Archives).
2. One wall had been removed to make 10 rooms.

such a pioneer family. He studied law at Cambridge (Clare College) and while there
shone at rowing and athletics. But he cut that short and returned to South Australia
where he could immediately be a society notable and soon might be one of its greats,
because of the money and connections at his command. In a short period after his
return from England he decided to build so he went back briefly to London in order

to commission and instruct an architect there, Ebeneezer Gregg, and (so the
surviving documents suggest) also to choose at least some of the furniture, the oak
pieces for dining room and library.
For two years, 1879 -80, the little town of Mintaro hummed with interest and
thrived upon the employment provided by the construction work. On the property
itself a village of tents and site offices was commanded by the building contractor,
Robert Huckson. Tenders had not been sought. Edmund made his personal choice
of Huckson, of Melbourne, very likely when passing through there when returning

from his architectural trip. When it was all done, farewells over and Mintaro
settling back to its former sleepiness, the flurry passed into the hands of the new
housekeeper who had arrived from England, like the furniture and on the same

ship as some of it one of eleven ships which over many months bore
consignments for the house.
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At last the master could occupy it, and for four years commanded it as a bachelor,
engrossed with horses and race meetings and polo, with hounds and hunts, with
property matters and with many a visit to Adelaide 120 kms away. Then he selected
a mistress for the house, Annie Cowle, a banker's daughter, whose dowry added yet
more property to the Bowmans, in the shape of Holm Hill, a relatively modest farm
which, in bleaker years to come, Edmund was glad to occupy and had to be content
with. The marriage was in January 1884. It was certainly one of those moments
when knowledge of the future would have been devastating to all concerned. The
searing drought had just begun. The international financial squeeze was just
ahead.

The days during which the palatial house would belong to the new bride were

already numbered by those events. Just over two years later Werocata was
reluctantly put up for auction and parts of it did not even sell. What did go fetched
£45,447 and that was clearly not a rescue, so the shadow fell over Martindale as well.
The creditors were kept at bay for awhile by means of assigning to them the assets

rather than disposing of them, as a result of which in 1889 the Bowmans'
ownership was not much more than nominal. In March 1890 the banks foreclosed
and a year later, after fruitless efforts at auction, the Martindale property was
disposed of by assignment at a value of £33,000. The house alone had cost almost
that amount to build.

The house's life did not end there, of course. In the possession of the new owners,
the Mortlocks, its family and social intentions were well fulfilled for several more
decades, and since that family passed the property to the University of Adelaide for
agricultural research purposes, the house has lived on, bereft of family life but
preserved. It is all the better known, now, for having served as the locale for much of

the film Picnic at Hanging Rock. Wealth and ambition, which the house was
meant to represent and did successfully represent for the two families which owned
it, shine through it even today. Its status is all the more recognisable to a broad
public because of this book of Elizabeth Warburton's.
The evidence which the architecture provides in the story is that young Edmund
felt no need to make an overt display. The exterior has only size and setting to
impress. A long and beautiful driveway, then the grand but severe house raised

slightly above the carriageway. No verandah to countrify it, no portico to shelter its
entrance, no colour contrasts to enliven it. Just a finely judged palazzo -style facade
of two kinds of stone. Elizabeth Warburton points out that this front elevation is

close to an illustration in Robert Kerr's Gentleman's House, in the popular 1865
revision of that leading Victorian text for domestic architecture (Kerr was London
University's first professor of architecture). Furthermore, she noticed for us, the
Adelaide architect who supervised the construction of Martindale, E. J. Woods, had
a copy of that edition (now in the State Library, with his name in it).
The interior is more generous in its delights and in its technical fascination. For

instance, the glass- domed, two - storeyed Hall was lit by an 8 -light gaselier, and the
source of gas for the 40 lights of the house was a gasoline generator. The windows

were fitted with sliding shutters which tuck away into cavities in the walls; the
shutters were all fitted with gauze insect screens. For background ventilation,
gentle convection flow was provided by red gum air tubes leading from airbricks
and emerging at the side of architraves in every room, the outlets being registers of
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polished Honduras mahogany with brass slides. There are many other fascinating

details, gathered from the house or gleaned from the specification (which
survived the drawings did not) and from the accounts and shipping notes.
One of Elizabeth Warburton's themes is the inevitability that
social
ambitions of young Edmund should emerge in this way, in the building the
of a house
such as Martindale. His father's boyhood in Westmoreland, (the
grandfather brought him to Van Dieman's Land at the age of eleven)yeoman
where

'farmers' cottages changed little over the centuries, but building and rebuilding
was an English upper -class enthusiasm which allowed them conspicuous display
of wealth and patronage', provided him and his brothers and his
double inheritance. They knew what it was personally, with their cousins with a
hands, to
build, and at the same time they were convinced that wealth shouldown
transform the
situation into commissioning houses which unmistakably would
say to everybody
that this family had arrived in a new class, no longer literally builder
of farm
buildings, but builder of dynasties, fame and fortune.
The house seems to me like money prudently spent. Not
ostentatious, not
eccentric, severe yet very well provided. A young
man accepting mature advice,
wishing to be the gentleman that would suit the society rather than
the one who
would transform it. The way this book provokes architectural questions
into being
social questions is altogether welcome.
David Saunders,
Department of Architecture,
University of Adelaide.
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THE SOCIETY'S ACTIVITIES, 1980
It has been another busy year for the Society's members, with meetings each
month, and a number of field trips during the year. An interesting and informative
newsletter, which is published every other month, has kept members up to date on
these activities. In the second half of the year we have begun to publish a review of
the meetings in the newsletter so that country members, who usually cannot attend,
will hear more about the lectures presented each month in the State Library Lecture

Theatre. This year, on the request of some members, we departed from the
customary practice of holding meetings on the first Friday of each month, and the

lectures were held on various nights throughout the week, and various weeks
throughout the month. Our attendances have not increased, and, in fact, may have
decreased slightly overall. Consequently, the 1981 programme is being planned on

the 'first Friday of the month' formula again.
The following list shows the wide variety of topics presented this year, and the
guest speakers who delivered these papers.

February Mr Peter Moore: Col. Robert Torrens and the Irish influence on
March

South Australia's origins.
Mr Ralph Harry: Sir Frederick Holder, Premier of South Australia
and Speaker of the House of Representatives.

April

Dr Peter Howell: Heroes or scoundrels? A reappraisal of some

May

notable South Australians.
Professor Frank Crowley: John Forrest, explorer and statesman.

June

Mr Hugh Stretton: Urban Adelaide under Labor Government,

July
August

Mr Max Wearing: Early Drama in South Australia.
Mr Donald Langmead: Sir George Strickland Kingston and the

1965 -79.

Adelaide Gaol.

September Mr Vic Reeves: a film evening of rare, early films, including a
number on South Australian events and places.
October a one -day seminar at Flinders University, entitled Society, the law
and the poor in South Australia, with papers by Dr Brian Dickey,
Miss Sue Horan, Mr John Cashen and Mr Robert Clyne.
November Dr Carl Bridge: R. G. Casey's contribution to Australian foreign
policy in the War Years.
December An Evening in the Torrens Valley, as guests of the Torrens Valley
and District Historical Society.
Our field trips this year, because of the Festival in March, and ANZAAS in May,
were held later in the year. The first was an extremely interesting visit to the South
Australian Archives in July. Mr John Love and Ms Colleen McEwan spoke on the
history and use of the Archives, followed by a visit behind the reception office to see
the restorative work, and other back -up services that the Archives staff supplies. On
a Sunday afternoon in August, members were taken on a tour of the newly opened
Constitutional Museum in North Terrace. One of our Council members, Dr Peter
Cahalan, the Director, spoke about the aims and function of the Museum, and we
saw the lively audio - visual display `Bound for South Australia'. Our third field trip

was to the Brompton Gas Works in mid - October, when Mr Graham
Maloney and
fellow members of the Gas Historical Group showed
us
over
the
buildings, many of which are still intact, and are fine examples complex of
earliest stone buildings in South Australia. The final field trip for of some of the
1980 was a Mines
tour under the leadership of Mr Royce Wells in November. A
coach
to mines at Magill, Glen Osmond, and finally to Callington, and took members
Mr Wells, with
his wide knowledge of mines in South Australia,
an able and enthusiastic
guide. We are very grateful to the Council memberswas
who have arranged the field
trips, and to all the leaders and guides who have given
their time, energy and
expertise in making the visits so interesting for our members.
Dr Peter Howell retired as president at the Annual General
in April
because of study leave commitments overseas in the second halfMeeting
of the year and I
became president at that meeting.

As a newcomer to the Council, I have been helped
enormously by the Council members, and wish to express
my thanks to them all; in
particular, our secretary, Ms Stephanie Moss has been a real sheet
- anchor with her
calm, capable and conscientious thoroughness. Other new members
to the Council
were Ms Annely Aeuckens, and Mrs Enid Ulbrich, who took the positions
of
newsletter editor, and treasurer respectively; and also Dr Peter Cahalan. Retiring
members were Mr Robert Fisher, Mr Dan Manning, Mr Ian
Harmsdorf, and Mr
Elmar Zalums (treasurer); to these people we offer
our thanks for their services to
the Society. In addition, I think all the members who attend
our monthly meetings
would wish me to thank warmly Mrs Sally Hopton for organising
the supper at the
conclusion of each meeting. Also, members may have noticed that
Ms Alexandra
Marsden was acting newsletter editor for the July and September
newsletters; she
very kindly undertook this additional work while Ms Aeuckens
was overseas for
several months. The Council has enjoyed its use of the Old Chess
Institute building for its monthly meetings this year, and extends Room in the
thanks to the
Libraries Board of South Australia for this `home'.
We have been able to produce two journals in the current
year, No. 7 and No. 8,
under the direction of the editor, Dr John Playford. The journals
are providing an
excellent opening for writers of

history in South Australia, and with their wide

distribution to over 400 members, are an extremely worthy enterprise
sponsored by
the Society, with some financial aid being provided by
a State government grant for
this specific purpose. Additional copies of the journal
are available, at $6.00 to
members, and $7.50 to the public.

The incorporation of the Society had a slight interruption with
the change of
presidents, but is once again being followed through, the
advertisement
to this
effect having appeared in print in September 1980. Minor
modifications
Constitution are also before the Council at the moment. The Council has alsoto the
spent
a considerable time this year discussing the type of publication the Society might
undertake to publish in 1981.
The other major area of activity in 1980 has been the
progress of the South
Australian Sesquicentenary Historical Publications Committee,
of 1979 when the Historical Society called a public meeting created at the end
with the hope of
initiating sesquicentenary publications.
Partly (we believe) in
to a letter
from the committee, the State Government has set up the South response
Australian Jubilee
150 Board under the chairmanship of Mr Kym Bonython. There
has been close

ACTIVITIES

112

liaison between the two groups, and Dr Peter Howell has been appointed a member
of the Board. Dr Howell was the first chairman of the Sesquicentenary committee,
and I have since taken over the chairmanship. Three sesquicentenary circulars have
been sent out to the members and associated bodies, the lasrwith a form designed to

collect information on possible publications for 1986. The Sesquicentenary
committee's two sub committees of Finance and Policy, and Publications, are now
meeting regularly with the aim of encouraging and promoting works of historical
interest for the Sesquicentenary. Professor Eric Richards, representing the School
of Social Sciences from Flinders University, has attended meetings to outline the
concept and plan for a history of South Australia. This proposed study has been

generated by Flinders University initiative, but will draw on the expertise of a
number of South Australian historians as contributors. To complement this major

work will be part of the task ahead. We hope that a wide range of useful,
informative, historically sound publications can be promoted, and (if it is possible
to have funds made available) perhaps be commissioned by the Sesquicentenary
Historical Publications Committee.
The programme of the Society for 1981 has been arranged, and it promises to be
a lively, varied, and scholarly one. I, and the other members of the Council, look
forward to meeting a great number of our members next year. The decade of the
Eighties is waiting for the historian, with the State's Sesquicentenary in 1986, and
the Nation's Bicentenary in 1988.
HELEN PEARCE
President

Correction. Rob van den Hoorn, `Richard Chaffey Baker', no. 7, p. 26. The
sentence on lines 9 -11 should read as follows:

Another concern was the reassessment and articulation of conservative
principles, in opposition to the flood of liberal- sponsored, Labor - backed ideas

then challenging the colony's traditional values.
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