
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OT g,ITH AUSTRAL]A
FOUNDEO I"'

P. O. Box pOe Nonth Adetaide, S.A.
NEWSLETTER NO. 6

5006
oCToBER, 1975

NEXI MEETING (This wi l-l- be the

Date :

ir,.,

Last neettng for

1975.

the year. )

In6titute Building, North Tce.,

the nid-19Eh centuryrr

Friday, Noveuber 7th,

8.00 p. n,

PLace: State Llbrary Lecture theatre,
Adelalde.

Sublect: rrsouth AuBtral-ian Journallern in

PROCETEDINGS 0F SEMTNAR 0N |'RESCUTNG IirSTORy"

These are at present being published by the Depart,ent of Adult Education,
Unlversity of Adelaide. When printed, they !ril1 be avail"able for purchasefron that DepartnenE (situated just off the Ear.n driveway of the untversity,
and narked by a sign).

ORAI HISTORY

Speaker: !1r. Deane LtranueJ,, Murray park College of Advanced. Education.

Thts was a colourful, perlod 1n south Australr,ars history, and Mr. Maouer. rs
researcheg have lndicated the liveliness of its 3 0urnatism. ttris prooisesto be a highly interesting evenlng.

llembers may be interested to know that the proceedings of the First oralHistory Conference, held at La Trobe Universlty in March 1974, have beenpublished' They have been edited by Joan caopbell. The current situationin Australia, overseas projects, the probrerns associated Lrith the techni.quesof intervlewlng, and the value of oral history, are just some of theintereating topics covered in these papers.

MWSIETTER NEWS

The Editor is grateful for the helpful suggestlons put forward by Miss
Thelma El1l-ot and Miss G. caragher in relation to cuttlng Newsletter costs,
The best sol-ution would seem to be dlEtribution of the N;rrsletter at
monthLy meetiflgs. Those unabLe to attend would, of course, recei.ve lheir
copies by nai1. This wl1L be the last Newsletter for 1975.

FOILOI^IING UP CONFERENCE RECOI{TTENDATIONS

since the June conference, the cor:ncil has been follov-!.ng.up recommendatlons
made at the torkshop sessions. In particular, the Secretart haE writtento the state Librarlan about the facillties for researchee i-n the Nevspaper
Reading Room aod the Archlves.

rn his reply, the state Llbrarlan pointed out the financial, etaffing anit
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architectural problems involved in increasing hours of openlng, and
accotrmodatlon for researchers. the Couneil r^7iL1 con8ider this matter further.

FINAI'ICING THE JOURNAL

It is most pleasing to report that the State Gcvernment has been sympaghetic
to further representations from the Couflcil of the Society, and has deeided
to nake a grant of $500 to the Soci€ty. The amount will be reviewed annually.
The Council is very grateful for this support.

An approach to the Federal Government for a grant, as recei.ved by other
itistorical Soeieties, ls under way. This should make pubJ-ication of the
Ilistorical- SocieEyrs Journal a litt1e easiex.

EXTRACTS FRoM SoME 19Tlt CENTURY CoRRESPoNDENCE (supplied by the State Archivist,
Mr. John love. )

lGurbers who attended our Sem1nar, rrRescu5.ng llistorytr, wil-1, recal1 the lnEerest
and concern expressed about the preservation of Local documents, These
interesting extractg reveal Just how much ineight beJ-onged to Mr. H. Jenkinson,
who, Just thirty years after the establishmen! of a South Aust,ralian settlement,
pointed out the value of preserving our records for posterity. (Ed.)

Adelaide ,
Sr.mday Jany 23rd. 1870.

Dearest Eliza,

It was with much pleasure that I received
you are well and enj oying J.iving in London. We
finds the summer heat very exhausting ..,

your letter and learnt that
are all wel1, excepE Ehat Mana

YesEerday Papa brought a Vlsltor to dinner, a charning young gentleman
hrho kept us entertained rarith his elegant conversati.on. Mr. Jenkinson - for
lhat i.s hi.s name - has been otudying at 0xford and is travelling in the Colonles
to broaden his knowledge. He says that in one or two thousand years schollars
ffil1 tr,ant to know how we lived, and wiLl read documents that are being
written no!\r, ju6t as 6cho11ar6 of today study parchments from Aocient Egypt,
even your ohTn letter may be txeasured in some great Library. Mama saya 1t i6
only foolish tal-ks as we already know hor,r we 1-1ve, bu! he is a very charming
gen tlenafl ...

I must close as i-t ls groh,lng dark
some at thls hour, with love to Uncle &

much love from your affectlonate cousin.

and the musqioLtos are very trouble-
Aunt & Emma & Bertie & Bertha & accept

Mlllicent B rornme

**********

The Editor,

Sir,

Words do not express the dismay - nay ouLrage - i/ith \thi ch I read your
accormt of last nightrs meeting of the Phllosophical Society. Do you not
recall, Sir, that, in the iflfancy of the Society, some fifteen years since,
much profitless tj.me, and many empty words, were expended, or rather rrasted,
on such novelties as decimal and duodecimal currency, and weights, and
measures, and the like? Was not thls sufficient folly, but what they must,

L
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*wi"i;1.3::1.'l:'i:,',1'::::: ::-":^I:slerojsht? Bv all means, let ue havean lrnlversiry, and 1er tt trdin 
"r, ;;;-;;'..i;;, ' Dv arr meaos, ret ua have

Education. # rh; iJ"rit o,r" .a $jlr : prlnciplee of Religion, and::::i:i::'.r.onin;"ylii*,.*':l::-:lii-"."a"1I"1.'il:T:ffi":i.i:'lfi'l;=il,r:cti:yge of_rhe colony, tut pr..irun;; ;;;;-}},'" 
L'e ProsPerlty, and moral

ffi"xilhoij:::"*:,ni:y. ii::F:?-;I;;. ii:i ;fl'il1?T"::*i:'
ffi:Tii:-:::i":i":l^ili: "i.y--ciii,' i,ii'i" TLiT::."1"^:;:T:;.:iJn:
;:T"H:]::"::1- :;:*:1" *.*..',h; ;' ;,;; i ;= ;ilL::'j.ii, jli, i ".i".,il: ::?Llff ;::"#"tf :::::i ;'T"::;ij $: ail ;'i"fi;J;:""':i;":" ji,!iu'I
fffil: *.::;r:" T:f:: .r,r.r.. 

ir,.,. "oil, T ;;r:.1":H;.fl jl"li ff 
,:il: 

:ff ,f1oor, and earn an honest pound.

I an, S ir, etc.

Pro Bono publico
*********rr

the Edir.or,

Sir,

The response, as sholrn. in youl colurms, to my recent lecture to theAdelaide philosophicar- society.has r"."1""i'e".tifying, r welcome alikethose who support my thesis- ancl trrose wtro-opp;"" ta. the free interolavof acrive ninds is essenrial to tt. profigrii""'"t t".rr.ae.l-."i "ii#*i", ,.continue. Whar then of the acrlve ,i"a" "i-ttr. p""Ir-';;-;;;rl_r."'..i,iL,r"their r{'ritlngs? Are these unwo rthy of our aitentiont The study of ancr.entEgypt r'rilr' enrich our knowledge, ,"a 
"o "iri-ii" "a.ra, 

of sourh Austrar"ia.But why q?air for archeol0glstJ? Not in tt 
"-r'riiiurrrrirr, bur 

'n 
rr.ii -.-".na"ry 

,there will be in this City a reposito.y wt"r. tfre archives of the Governmentwill be srored and used. and inlo it ,i"o ,iif i" garhered records given bybusiness houses' societies, familles ,"a i"Ji.,rri,r.r citizens. pro i'ono pubricois righr. The books of account will 6e treasured, .19- ": ,111 Letrers, dLaries,maps, photographs and many others, ffi" pr"ai"iion wiII be fu1fil1ed bevondhis ,ildest nighrnares ' and his g.a"a"rri ra r"r, 
-".,i 

t.-pr."u'."'*i"".ill ,n.reeords of his business and his faeity have u""i a""r.a 
";;d; ;;-;r;"l.r".ror,.

I aro, Sir, etc.

Il. Jenki.nson

**rt*******

Government Hous e,
7 March 1870

The Honble.
the Chief Secretary,

Slr,

I an directed by Itis Excellency to inforu you that His Excellency haspredicted rhar-in rhe vear Lezs t."e i.gi"i.i"i" li-.ii"-..i"";i;iii';::"an Act to Regulate the Dlsposal of pubiic Oo",rm.rrts. The provislons of thisAct iI1 apply to all kinte of records 
"rr"t"o".r.. of any oifice of ti., tta3usty,sc1vi1 service in this colony, ancr of any_ i""r"rp.r corporati-on or districtcounctl. Eis ExceLlency deslree you to brlng ailt" ao ifr. "ori".-oi-yo"i;:li'ff:::,i;;::.::*., so thar ih",.tt.",Lii,,o. appear ro be rushed rhroush

' T;:"'l;.:"H;: '" be sir,
(Signature illegible)
Private Secy,
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TI1E MOIJNT LoFTY RAI'IGES Al{D PRECINCTS REGIoNAI PARK ASSoCIATION, whose broad
aio is the conservatlon and preservation of the hi11s area, rri11 be hoi.dlng
a Seminar, ln conjunction with The DePartment of Adult Education, to discuss
various aspecta of hi1ls conservation. The Seminar will- take place on the
following dates: octobet l7th, october 19th, october 24th, Novernber 13th,
November 16th, Novennber 20th. Papers, fi1ms, discussion and field trips
are planned for the progranme, as we1l, as addresses fron M.P.rs and Councillors.

Items which will be of special iflterest to S.A. Historical Society membets
will be:

Thursday, 13th Novernber: (Flentje Theatre, University of Adelaide)

7.45 p,nL. Film: "Making of an
by Dr. I,i. G. Hosklns,
of Oxford. )

9.45 p. m. !gg: "Preservation
Dr. G.S. Laurence.

Engli"sh Landscape". (54 mins., narrated
Reader in Economic History, Universlty

of Landscape and Traditions in lta1y",

10. 15

The programne is wide in coverage' and appears to be an exEremely valuable
and stimulating one. MeEbers should conEact the undernentioned for full
details of the Seminar.

Mt. Lofty Ranges and Precincts Regional Park Association,
Box 66, P.O., Mclaren Vale 5171. (Telephone 3838784)

Paper: "Historical Heritages to Preserve in the Mt. Lofty
I E6= .na PrecincEs", ran i{arrnstorf .

Department of Adult Educatlon,
Unlversity of Adelaide, North Terrace' Adelaide 5000.

ITAI.IG ON TO HISTORY

(Telephone 2234333,
extension 2238)

Ifl the cefltenary year of the Educatlon DePartment, it is aPPxoPriate Eo look
back at some of the begi-nnings of education in this State and, before it ls
too late to take action' con6ider ways in whi ch we uright preserve some of
the buildings that were the genesis of the system of education we have today.

The presenc Adelaide Gitls High School le a Prine historic site ir this
contlxt. There have been some i'1ternal aod some external changes to these
builclings, but substantially they ale the buildings which housed sof,e astonlshing
innovations in the period 1860-19i0.

The present l{estern Building was the first Model school to be erectecl in this
state. It had tr,/o ain purposes, one being to give an economlc and practical-
modeL that couLd be used for the construction of other schools, the second belng
to provide accomrnodation for, and dxaw attention to, the need for an Infant
School separate from the other dePartments of the school'

the site was acquired by the Education Board in 1860. The one acre block cost

SZO7.tZ.O. The infanr school constructed there meaeuied 40 feet x 20 feet and

was 25 feet high at the centre of the ceiling. It colltaifled a gallery capable
of seating 100 children. Each room was provided srith a hat and cloak roon and

a large lavatory, says the RePoxt of the Board of EducaLior in 1873.
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The central Bullding ls the 61te of the first Teacher' Training school whlchopened rrlthout ceremonv on lsr June 1875. The Educarion ni".J'r,ri" "iii".apermisslon from parliament to erect this school arongside tt. ,oJ"r-""ilor".
This school was intended to renedy 'the wret.ched state of things which atpresent exlst, for teaching 1s_ rhe last refuge for those who ti". r.ir"J ioall other callings instead of being the aim Jt tho". whose nature "iJ-ii.rrrrrrgadapted them for lt. rl

This is the rday that the menbers for Burra saw it r,/hen speaking at the fir6tgesslon of the Eighth parliarrent ln 1g75.

The ten rooms and Lecture.Hall costo;f31450. lrOO *^" provid.ed. for books.Mr. L.G. Madley was the first principal and ltr. E.A. cr:rtls ,." ti"-"""r"t.ot.Fout professors from the unlversity conducted Lectures there. Mr. w.G. Torr
'as head of rhe pracrising school- whlch eontalneil 100 chfl-clr." ."""iiiia i"the fashlons of a model coufltry school.

so developed one of the first frults of the rabours of the indefatigable Eartley.

Il: E-r"agn Bul1d1ng waa the permanent hone for the Advanced school for G1r18.
llt: l:1lull*y1a:d:r:cted in 1891, an ',adntrable bulrdtng, r"i.it-."a-"c,ripp"aaE a cost otdtz,bEJ to offer accomrodation for 200 pupils.,,
The flrst general eecondary. school, A<l_elatcre ltdgh sehool, in 190g, incorporateda n.mber of student' from the c1rls school and lhe puprr-teachei"'""t ooi ."awaa lhe flrst general provision oade for free secondaiy educatlon.

Thls school was opened by the l{on. T. prLce, ihe ?renler of south AustraLLaar a ceremony 1n vlctoria_Hall, 24,Lh september, 1g0g. The centre a"irJi"gcontains the memorial to prlce and the Ea11 that bears hie name is in theupper floor. so here, toor is a piece of hlstory remerrb e rin g the man r.rho raiathe political foundati.ons for public secondary education :.n rhts staie.
There are some rnteresting features in these activities that can bear underlining.Firstly' the emphasis on infant educati-on as a aeparate and necessary foundationfor fu.ure education. Secondi,y, the early provision Eade to enabte liris tomatriculate for the newly opened ljniversit.y and take advantage ot tnE-oppo.t.-rtyto graduate at that lnstitution whlch, 1o itself, was a'. rmusual and uniqueopportunlty. Thirdly' the involvement of the rJniverslty in the tratntig orteachers fo! the prfunary schools.

While we Eake these as self-evldent today, they were
have wlde currency ln many parls of the uorld at thatquite particular to thls State.

activitles that dld not
tiue and may well be

The present buildlng nust be retained. There is nowhere else i-o Australia
iThere there i.s eueh an existlng record of the beginning ot eaucatioi, happifyi'n such a compact and accessible situatlon. plans of iost of trr. origirrarbuii-dlngs are stll-l avallable. perhaps a conti-nuing prograrme or re"ioratio.,could be lnstituted.

The buildings shouid act as an educational archives, and an antiquarian museumof the bric-a-brac of educational technology over the years.

It is trendy to think of such a
which it undoubtedJ-y would be.
re-creation of the past and
children of the present and

restored buildlng as being a tourist
But it should be principally .though

a store house of significant beginnings
future could dip.

attraction
ofasa
into whlch
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I could imagine a day spent in such an atmosphere, (d;:ess uP if you like),
using the curriculum and rnethods of an earlier day would be a suitable,
practical, refreshing arrd stimulating exercise for soeial studies groups
in pximary schools.

But j.t is not necessary to think of such a prime site being a location for
these klnds of activities alone.

Judicious planning could find room for one or more of a number of actlvities
that rn,ould concern teachers' teaching or the department. Why not a Teachersr
Centre? I think that my staff would be happy to work there - after all,
a swimnring pool would be a rather unusual adjunct to an office.

Perhaps people interested in history might like to include these buildings
in their tours of historic places. Perhaps they do already. They might
even care to produce short accounts that could be distributed io leaflet
form to a number of places - the schools, the Tourist Bureau (as helps in
the city walk tours), or they ml8ht look to more serious studies. There is a

treasure trove here walting Eo be re-discovered.

If they are interested, they niSht start frou the same position as I did in
writing this note - Ehe collection of seuinar paPers produced at Western
Teachers College in 1958 and published under the (nisleading) ritle of
"Developments in Education in South Australiar!. Here is a brief reeord of
rrfirst things" in education in lhis State. There are copies in llbraries
and at Torrens College of Advanced Education.

D. Anders,
Direclor of S.A, Council for
Educational Planning and Research '

Acl<titions to o1d buildings whlch are not in keeping wiLh the period or
i.t"ri.f of the original, and the all too frequent pxocedure of repairing
ol-d houses by cemenE renierlng over the original stoneuork, are unfortunate

nr."ai""" whi ch our Socilty, "along wlth othEr lnterested bodiee' deplores'

i;;;;;;." poiflred our ah;i luny people are unsuxe of how ro approach the

problem of restoratlon. the undlrmentioned are people able to give advice

onrestoringo].dhoneEan<lbuildingsinkeepingwlththelloriglnalcharacter.

PGNOVATIONS OF OTD HOUqES AND IIISTORIC BUI

Mr. Geoff Ol-iver

Senior Geologist, S.A. Dept' of Mines,
Mr. Oliver can provide advice on where

for restoration PurPoses.

I1I. Stuart Game - Telephofle 79 5797 (houre)
87 5 712 (wotk)

Chairman of the Early Buildings Co mitEee of the Natlonal Trust'

Telephone 223 O46L ,

to ob taio orlginal stone
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WOI4EN IN AUSTRAI,IAN IIISTORY

l4embers uay be j-nterested to hear about a project, financed by the
Internatlonal Wonen i s Year Comnittee; the aim of this Project is to begin
the documentation ' collection and asseasment of research uaterial and
resources relevaflt to the study of women in Australian societyr past and
present.

The project organizers will welcome any information that could be of
.r"",'..E. infoimation about collections of records' family papers, or
diaries. women in some country areas have formed groups to talk about
their experiences during the war years or during the depression and to
"tape" these discuseions. The organlzers would like very much to hear
fron such groups. Please contact Kay Daniels or Diana Ward, P.0. Box 1812,
Canberra Clty, A.C.T. 2601

******tt*

An lnteresting new book is B. Kingston: Ify Wife, My Daughter and Poor
Mary Ann (Nelson). The author writes:

ItMy maln concern was to investigate the mass of women, the women who

did not eucceed ln entering the history books, the lroren who Played
no part in Ehaplng poliEical institutions' whose only contribution
to ihe econory flas as consumers, who thought no great rhoughts, etc.tt

********

The State Library is not being backward in this atea. They have just
published Catherine Helen Spence's AutobiograPhy in their facsiro:ile
programne. This is available at the Sales office.

A bibllography Australlan Women 1952 -:tarch 1975 is available, free of
charge, from the reference desk.

********

NEW MEI"IBERS

I'Ir. & Mrs. J. Littler
I'lrs , C. A. Cook
I'Ir. & I'trs. R. Williams
I4r. A.R. Phi.11ips
Mx. A. l'lortioer
Mlss v.J.0rNeill
Mrs. S. Blanchard

t'Ettrlck", Box 67, Woodside 5244
"Bex1ey", P,0. Box 29, KeLtlj. 5267
15 Sandery Avenue, Seacombe Gardens 5047
Cudlee Creek 5232
409 Uilitary Road, I"args Bay 5016
51 Nelson Street, South Plympt ofl 5038
26 P ark Avenue, Rosslyn P ark 5072
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IIST OE BRAI.ICI{ES AND OTI'ICE BBAXEf,S OF THE NATIONAL Tf,UST AS AT 1/8/1975

( continued fiom Last Na,teletter)

TREASURERBRA1ICE

TATIARA

I,IAILAROO

WI{YAILA

WII,LI]NGA

CI1AIRMAN

Mr. J. C. Guy,
Mcleod St.,
BORDERTOWN

Phone 087 521717

Mr. Colin Boase,
33 Owen Tce.,
WALLAROO 5555
Phone 088 2 32 355

Mr. D.A. Nicholson,
Box 330 , P.O.,
W{YATLA 5600
Phone l{izzo 1

Mr. W. J. Harvey,
Main Road,
WILLIJNGA 5172
Phone 085 562121

SECRETARY

Mrs. J. steer,
Box 146,
BORDERTOWN,5268
Phone 087 585036

Mrs, R.A, Goodier,
2 Sho11 st. ,
WAII,AROO 555 6
Phone 088 2 32480

Mrs. A, E. Reid,
Box 474, P.O.,
hITYAI,LA PLAYI'ORD 5600

Mrs. C. L. Price,
St. Jases St. ,
WII,LIJNGA 5 172
Phone 085 5 52081

Mr. A.B. Hinge,
Box 282 ,
BORDE R.TOI^IN 5268

Mrs. M. Apple Lon,
6 santo Tce.,
WAII,AROO 5556

Mrs. R. Go l dfinch
St. Peterrs Tce. ,
WILIUNGA 517 2
Phone 085 552241


