
HISTORIC/|L SOCIETV OT SAITH /IVSTR/ILIA
FOUNDED 1971

P.O. Box 2O3, North Adelaide, S.A. 5006

Registered for posting as a publication Catagory"C"

NEWSLETTER No.12

NEXT MEETINGS

FEBRUARY

Date :

Pl-ace !

Time :

speaker I

subject:

Date :

Place :

Time :

Speaker :

Subject:

JANUARY L97'1 .

Miss Hankel fs the State Reference Librariani the talk she has arranged
and the exhibits are sure to be of great interest to Society menibers,

As the fj-rst meeting of !977, rr'e hope that this gathering will be a
rather informal one, with plenty of opportunity for meribers to meet
one another. Cheese and sherry wil-l be served during the evening.

Make sure you come to the meeting and give the Society a good. start
for the coming year.

MARCH

Friday, February 4th

N.B. Rare Book Room, State Library of South Aust.
(Enter the Library by its main entrance off
North Terrace, and proceed towards the Reference
section),
I P.m.

Miss v. Hankel

The rare books of the library,

Frj-day. March 4th
state Library Lecture Theatre, fnstitute Building,
North Terrace.

8 p.m.

Ms. Margaret Allen
The o1d and new in Salisbury in Worlal War II.

Ms. AlLen is in the History Department at Salisbury C.A.E. She has
completed post graduate lrork on the Salisbury area. Her taLk should
be relevant to anyone who is interested. i-n the very sig?ificant fact
in South Australian history. of the expansion of Adelaide and the
absorption of its surrounding country towns into suburbs.



COUNCIL ELECTIONS 1977

Nominations are called for the following positions for the L977/7e

term of office:

President, vice-President' secretary'
and 8 comnittee members '

Nominations shouLd be sent bY lgth FebfgSrI 19'17 ' lo the secretary'

Historical societY ot sooin-a"tt"rii-E6*-zoT plo'l worth Adelaj-de ' s'A'

5006.

The election results should be kno$n by APril' Please treat this

mattei--as urgent, and requiring your attention'

Nominations should be signed by both the proposer and the nominee '

ANNUAI, GENERAL MEETING

TheA.G.M.willbeonAprillstthisyearatthefourthregular
meeting for the Year'

LETTERS TO EDITOR

At its october meetine the council ust:td-:: :"Y::"-:":1^:l:: 
tn:J;"*

r.tt"l'.liia";#;#;;;;;' ;r'"11"1i, 
1"-1":-::l:::: iiili"";."1!l

H:'::":"H;=i:i#,";: il;;;; i woutd lil',': T:::':li"lll';."S'.i!"-:["":::r]'::i;::f ; ii".ir-I.ln""s' "r ;'*'11 1:-'Y"::,'^:*:i:,*::'":";tion could contarn a .Lrvc.Lv E^urrqr'Yv 11
activities of the societv"'o*In""t" :" th: l?11"1"i":^:::::':1iil."=rili..::'::*::: :i H #";:';;;;;; -;"r :T::':i"i:-:::.:::"3, l:'13'.#"'-
?:"::T":#""1: ::#;';i-v."',,""ra l+:'?. :":::.l"Il3:J1'li"l3"!l'i!iil"li.Hli.::, : ::;:.lii""i-i".i.ty, r5a crav srreet, Norwoo.I, s'A'

Treasurer,

5067 .

orEER NEWST,ETEB-9gTRIBUT roNc

Anurlberofmen]cershaveresponded.totheappealforshort-mediurn
articles for the llewsrettel ' 

- 
'i""ft V"" very much' If they are not pub-

!.ished tumediately, it i,riii-ou for rlasons of space not being imediately

available in the current tlewstetter (N'B' S'E'P' and N'R') ' Unfortunately '
not many menbers r,tl" tu"fi"Iti-io tr'e- appeal for herp in preparing the

Newsletter for Postage' if yoo t"" helP one- evening every couple of nronths '

olease ring 42 5870 ""a rli 
itt 1""* ' la-any tnants to those menbers who

i.ip.a r" igze. (craig campbell ' ed')

AUSTRALIAN PICIURE SURVEY

The Centre for Environmental Studies' University of Melbourne ' has

bequn work for the oo=a."i i"rr'-r"ritage comnission on a burvey of Australlan

oaintinss, prints and pi'li"q;"pi'" tr'lt atpitt asPects of Australia's
-r'ratural and cultural heritage '

2.
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The Australian Picture survey was launched at the Library Association
of Australia's new headquarters in Sydney on Septenber 26. Since that date
the illustrated questionnaire brochure has been maiLed to several thousand
organisations throughout Australia who are believed to have coLlections of
paintings, prints and photographs. organisations which have been canvassed
for information for the lustralian Picture survey range from government
departrents, private firms, industry, libraries, museums, archives, societ-
ies and conservation groups, as well as the private individual as collector.

Pictorial materials are valuable tools of research. The old saying
'one picture is worth a thousand words' is particularly apt when one is
seeking information on how a building or streetscape looked fifty or a
hundred years ago, or in estinating the change to a landscape over time or
in the future. Details that cannot be described easily in word.s are cl"early
recorded in photographs, paintings or prints. Both comtemporary artistic
and photographic work and early historical works are being surveyed. A
subject listinq of the pictorial materj-al wi1l be developed from the survey
questionnaire responses. The subject listi.ng will- assist the work of the
Australian Heritage comrdssion and all Federal and state Goverru[ent
Departments and agencies especially in the fields of planning and conserva-
tion.

In addition. these pictorial records of Australiars national heritage
wi,lI be made known to all interested persons through the publication of
the survey in a 'Directory of Australian Pictorcial Materialr. T'he Direc-
tory is expected to be published early in 1977, although it is hopedl the
Survey will be cornpleted by late in 1976.

The centre for Environmental Studies welcomes enquiries about the
Australian Picture survey and is extremel-y anxious to be alerted to organi-
sations or individuals with picture collections. Copies of the brochure
questionnaire are available from the centre for Environmental Studies,
University of Melbourne, Parkville, vic. 3052.

(The Centre has written to our society asking if we would notify our
"affiliated groups and members of the Australian Picture Survey." They
look forward to receiving names and addresses of potential contributors. )

HISTORIC ADELAIDE AND SUBURBAN CHURCHES

Dr. Arnold Hunt led this, the last of the Societyrs fieltl trips for
1976 last November. Those mernbers who were unable to attend may be
interested in these notes on just one of the churches visited. The church
in question is Kent Town Methodist. ?he notes were prepared by Dr. Hunt.

I.

)

The church (apart from the transepts) was opened on August
6. 1865. Ttre transepts were added 3 years later and the
Hall on the northern side was built in 1875,

The architect was Edmund wright.

Kent Town i.n the l860rs and later contained the residences
of a number of well-to-do businessmen. some Of the names
associated with the establishment of the church, which
stiLl survive in the business world, are F.H. Faultling,
c.P. Ilarris (of Harris Scarfe), Sir John Colton, William
Rhodes and T.G. Waterhouse.



4. Kent Town was a lgglgygg Methodist Ctrurcn" and reflects the
prosperity of this branch of Methodism. other examples of
ex-wesleyan churches are at Payneham Road, Marden, Woodville
Road, woodville and Young street, Parkside. The other
Methodist groups (Bible Christian and Primitive Method.ists)
were generally poorer and builb smaller churches. uethotlist
Union came in i 90o.

The church seats l.5oo. It had its largest congregations
(with chairs in the aisles) from about 1890 to the 192O's.
Its decline as a central church was, j-nterestingly, hastened
by the fact that two of its wealthy menbers built Methodist
churches only a mile or so further out from the city - Spicer
Memorial (Sir Edward spicer) in Fourth Avenue, St. Peters;
and cartrell Memorj-a1 (James Gartrell of G. woodson & Co.)
in Al"exandra Avenue, Rose Park.

Architecturally, . the steep-pitched roof reflects English
cothic inftuence, as do nost of the windows. (Note the
cothic winalow on the east wall and the doorways. ) The
original slate roof survived til1 1965 when it was replaced
by tiles. The seats and much of the other furniture are of
cedar, imported from England. The organ was originally a
gift from Mr. G.p. Harcris. It is now valued at $60'000.

Some of the tablets and windows are:-

6.

7.
(1) south WalI

James and Sarah Gartrell
Mary Knight ("first Australian lady graduate in
medicine of the University of London"). Died I89I.
Thomas Rhodes and Thomas Waterhouse

Mercy Jeffries (mother of Sir Shirley Jeffries)

(2) North WaIl
Nicholas Trudgen, businessman. Mayor of St.
Peters. Memorial Fountain outsi"de St. Peters
Tovrn HaIl.
George P. Harris

There are also tablets in memory of Headmasters of Prince
Alfred coltege - F. chapple, w.R. Bayly, J.F. wara. --EE-
C"UeSe (f"""ded as a wesleyan school in 1867) has always
been associated with the church.

8. The design of the church illustrates the primacy of the pulpit
(and so of preaching) in l9th Century wesleyanism. Some of the
preachers in the churchrs heyday were Dr. Henry Burgess, Joseph
Berry, willian Jeffries, Brian Wibberley and Frank Lade.

There is a set of photographs of ministers in the south-western
vestry; also some pictures of familj-ar scenes in the life of
John wesley.

9- The church frorn 1967 has established the Kent Town Methodist
Homes for the Aged (Inc.) in streets west of the church.

10. Methodists in south Australia regard Kent Town (recently narned

"wesley church" because of impending union rarith Presbyterians
and conqregationalists ) as one of their finest historic legacies.
what .its future is in an area becoming increasingly comnercial and
industrial 1s hard to say.

It is classified B ( "Preservation strongly recommended") by the
National Trust.



CHAITLES C+MER9N_KINGSTON- (L-BsO-IgOg), part II (by Craig Campbell).(part r appeared in newsrCttei-F6lJt, september 1,976, pp.3 & 4)

Kj.ngston was over six feet tall and powerfully bui,t. Alfled Deakindescrl,bes him in his reEsf ryglf.. "A tnan of grear physical size andstrength, of fine reaGEs-ano-rEilge head with rather sna11 eyes andconpressed lips. His hesitating pauses in speech came betweei: bursts ofrapid dogmatic and pugmacious utterance. Stiong passions had crippledl hisself-developnent and pol"itical career, but his great ability, inaonitalfewill and fearless courage steadLly surmounted all these bariiers.,,
Another prime Minister of Australia, George Reid, who respecte. Kings_ton greatly, madle the vely true counent that South Australia rr;s too .,laUa stage for a man such as Kingston. He rrrote that Kiogston "... couti frotahis own in any inte.lectual or political struggle. In a larger =pt.i. tfr.r,the south Australian he would have been . much gr"at". nan. As comunitiestlininish in size, personal antagonisms seem to increase r-n vior,ence. i

Ki-ngston had other disadvantages - his rrrife was a recluse: she cour.dnot share his pubLic life - andl was, it seerns, unable to share much ofhis private Life. She bore him no childlren and he sought sexuaL alterrra_tives to her. Tragedly starked his broacler family rife - rris trottrer pat
connittedl suicide and a sister died of cancer during tris frenierstrip,rrhile his adopted son Kevin, also alied in 1902. ttrese events maa. irirnthrow hj,s energy a1I the more into politics.

The novement tolrards the fedleration of the Austral"ian coloniessecured Kingston I s important place in our history. He alrafteal one of theearliest constitutions from which the final Act energed. He rdas a strongfederalist in the complete sense fron the beginning. ge believed in boththe unity of the colonies, and that the states should renain strong.
At the constitutional conventions he played important roles. He \ragon the drafting comrittee headed by sir samual crifiith or gueensrani aithe r89r convention - and was president of t8g7-8 convention - the one wtr:,ctrproduced the final draft. As president he was capable - he could have beenof better service than he was, however. A cabar. inspired uy garer; ;is orateneny, preventetl his election (wlth rsaac rsaacs - the first Australian_bornGovernor General) to the drafting conmittee, The loss rdas considerablesince both men had keen minds for the work _ Kingston was generaLly

acknordledlged the best parliamentary draftsnan of the day in Austraiia.
When the convention closed, Kingstonrs speech set the tone for thecampaign to make Australia one nation:

"I can but speak for myself alone, but in regaral to this Constitu_tion, I say unhesitatingly that I accept it gladLy, More, f wel_come it as the most magnificent constitution into which the chosenrepresentatives of a free and enl.ightenedl people, have ever breathedthe life of popular sentiment anal national hope. Mine wilr. be notaodicean advocacy; but with such abiLity as I llay possess, andvrith the ful.Iest enthusiasm and warmth oi which ,V nature o,ay Uecapable - with my whole heart and strength _ I pledgte Elyself toreconrnend the adoption of thj-s constitution, daiing any danger anddeliqhting in any sacrifice which may be necessitatecl - iy unJwerviagdevotion to the interests of the commonwealth of austraiia,; --'---'
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With Edmuntl Barton and Alfreal Deakin, Kingston went to London to
watch the bill through westminster. They successfuLLy fouqht changes
that the Colonial Secretary, Joseph chaniberLain, wisheal to make, alespite
Iack of support for their position in Australia. When their victory
became known, Deakin tells us that the three of them joined hands anal
danced round the tabIe.

Barton became the first Prime Minister in 1901, Deakin his Attorney-
ceneral, Kingston, the Mlnister for Trade and customs - and sir John Forrest -
Plemier of western Australia since responsible government - Minister for
Defence. The government vras made up of powerful, men - Kingston could not
expect to have his own way in Cabinet as he had done j-n south AustralLa.

Kingston entered parliament at the heaal of the poll for south
Australia - nuch was expected of him. According to the sytlney Bulletin
he shouldl have been the first PriJne Minister - he was the leading denocrat
the ccuntry hadl to offer.

As Minister of Trade and customs, it was Kingston's job to gui-tle the
first tariff through parliament. At a time when the major political issue
in Australia was the respective merits of free trade or protection, the
task lras not easy. It took a whole year of untiring devotion for Parlia-
ment to pass it - and at the end, his health was in a state of tlecline.

Ttre administration of his dlepartment was also tlemantling - he endured
the wrath of the Chambers of connerce throughout Australia by his neticul-
ous checking of duties liable on imports - sentling many "reputable"
businessmen to court, to be prosecuted for false declarations. In a
private letter to Deakin, Barton wrote that he feared for Kingston I s mentaL
balance, but some inprovetnent was noted later.

?he last issue that Kingston threw himself into $as the first Cotrrnon-
wealth Concitiation and Arbitration 8i11. Pioneer of such measures in
Australia, it was he who drafted the new legisLation - but disagreenent
broke out in Cabinet over the question - should it apply to seamen or not?
Forrest was intransigent in his opposition, Barton sicled with hin, anal
Kingston resigmed from the government. Rumours persisted that he mlght form
a government by coalescing the radlical liberals in the llouse with the Labor
party, but Kingstonr s health broke down compLetely. He was re-el"ected
unopposed to parliament in 1906 - his electors knowing he was unable to
attend his duties properly. He dj,ed in 1908. By public subscliption a
statue was raised in victoria Square - facing west Atlelaiale, the alistrict
he had representedl throughout his parlianentary life.

His cleath was reported in the newspapers - the obituary of the worker
(Brisbane), a leftish trade union paper, paid the tribute he rrould have
wanted.

"Labor peopl-e, perhaps more keenly than any other section
of the comrunity, wiJ.L fee1 the sadness of his death. He
was one of the first public men on the continent to identify
hinself with Labor questions, and he did it in a thoroughly
hrhole-hearted manner that won him the admiration and confi-
dence of the Labor parties in every State. There was nothing
of the opportunist about Charles Cameron Kingston. He acted
always from profound conviction. "
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Kingston was one of those men r{ho were very successfur in the contextof Late nineteenth century factional, and colonial politics. Ee dieal
young, but it is difficult to see him cutting quite the same figure in the
tr,ventieth century, as party rigidification continued. Kingston had sos*_
thing of the 'heroic romantic I about hirn; such personalities became Less
relevant in the age of mess war and mass culture. llowever, for South
Australia, at the time and in memory he was an exciting figure who not only
reinforced the alistinctive atmosphere of this state, but also made a
considerable nation-building contribution to emerging Austxaria as a whore.

NEWSPAPER HUNTING (by Mary Broughton)

As hunters of history some of our society have probably hounded ten
Marquis of the Newspaper Reading Room in the North Terrace Institute,
where he guards the rag bag of our past. nag bag indeeal, fox up to the
midl-1860s our nehrspapers were literally loca1 rags. when rags became
scarce, straw was aaldeal t then came wood puLp to keep up vrith the demandl
of the newly-flealged readers who flooded the market-place after the New
Education Act of the 1870s.

There seems to have been no dearth of reading matter from the very
first lvord printed by our first newspaper, The South Australian cazette
anal colonial Register, Iate! The Register {now incoipoiltEE-witf,-rhe-
Advertiser). The set of these publications was made almost comp-Iete
when, in 1898, John lloward Angas donated to the Library the first lO lzearsof !he Register and also of The South Australian.

Our first afternoon paper, The Telegraph, began operations in lg52
vrhen the telegraph between Aalelaide and uelbourne was opened up. Then
in the following year, The Aalelaide Adverti-ser, not to be outdone, started
ThaE:q)ress and eventually bought The Telegraph. As The Exprerss and
Telegraph, it survived until July 23, 1923, when rte ndiEiEEEilEII quishea
its publishinq rights of the week-d.ay issue to rrrE-llEiEl-lIl-i6ntinuedl only
as TIe Eaturday Express. Likewise, rhe RegisteFf ternoon paper was
bought by The News, though The Register stiu publisheal its weekly
Saturdav Journal.

Anpng other earLy newspapers, a bi-1ingua1 newspaper \ras set up in
Aderaide by carl Kornhardt, who in December L847, bxought out from Hamburg
a press with cerman and English type. Within three lreeks of his arrival
he haal proaluced, the first issue (January 4, 1848), the editor being Johann
Menge, the "father" of South Australian geoJ-ogy.

It was the first forei-gn language newspaper in Australia _
Die Deutsche Post fiir die Australischen colonien, or The cerman-AustralianPost. Of this no copies are known to survive frere, fut ttrE-State f,i6@
has obtained a photographic copy of the only known copy (1ate March I84B)
housed in the British Muserm.

The cerman-Australian post lasted three months in Adelaide, then in
June 1848 it was transferred to Tanunda where, as Die Deutsche post, it
was printed only in cerman and xan as a village nerspE["i-E6iT6li-years.
I,, 1850 the second cerman newspaper, Stdaustrqlische zeLtung, was produced.
by Muecke, schor&urgk and Droege, fut-ItrG-?"a&' ouE-Euiffi-the gold rush,
only to be followed in l85I by another paper. From then on the story of
cerman newspapers is fraught with complexities which we must leave I,en
!,larqui s to unrave 1 .

t
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h 1851 Ttre Adelaide Morning Chronicle came out wi-th great gusto,
prj-nted. daily by a l,tr. McDougall on the sile where Myerrs nov, stands.this case the golcl rush seems to have been no bar to publicatj.on, as the
June issues of 1852, at the height of the rush, are well on fi1e, except
for the first six nonths.

Of country ner{rspapers, The Kapunda Heralqr is complete except for one
copy, Deceriber 8, 1864. our-EGE-E6IiE[-E ry afternoon paper, rtre
Kapunda Evening News, which began in June 1873, was edited by poli ician,
Ebenezer Ward, and listed, anong other items, stock prices and narkets in
Adelaide. It l-asted. only a few nonths and no copies have survived anyrrhereto tel"l a more compLete tale.

However, from the files of The Border watch printery, Mount Gahbier,
the Newspaper Reading Room has oEEinEE iiEi6l m copies of the complete
issue of the first trro and. a half years, from 1861 to 1963. Not so with
Ttre Blyth Agriculturist, of erhich the first three years (1908-1910 inclusive)
are missing, nost likely because the Library Board of covernors did notinsist strongly enough on copies being sent to the library in accordance
t ith the first copyright act of 1878.

As for the Owen post (1907-1908), this does not even late a mentionin the orren-Hanfey nilile centenary records. Trdo other short-livecl
papers were The lrish Harp, a layman's paper, March, 1969, and The Burra
Literary Star, 1889.

Anong church papers were The Chulch Chronicle, Tl,e Church Intetligencer,
Thq. Prgtestant Advocate, The N;;Eh;;thur;h'-E=Taeffi '
(edited by a wonan) and the s.4-nlio
the catholic church in mia-rEE6l-EE-l.retrroarErEl-i6Efr6drca1 as they arl,
have contributed "a fair bit of stuff,,.

Strange though it may seem, files of sporting papers of the lggos are
few and far between- once the race was lost or rdon, the papers, it seems,
were thrown to the winds in joy or despair.

Up to the 1850s there was no official body to gather together variouspublications, Iet alone those scattereal to the four winds. But now that
we are alive to the necessity of preserving early newsprint, maybe some of
us can come up with something new that's o1d, for instance, the first
issue of TLe Sydney Hera1d (now The Sydney Morning Herald) fountt in a card-
board box in a garage. If so, then Len trarquiE-wou1E-Il[e us to drop itinto his rag bag.

PRESERVING H]STORY iN THE CITY OP ADEI.AIDE

The following policies have been officially adopted by the Ad.eraide city
Council and are extracted from ,,The City of Adelaide plan,,, adopted by
Council in 1975 and amended in March 1976.

Policy B0

The Council shall prepare and maintain a Register of places of
envirorunental, historic, architectural, sceni.c or'scientific
significance or interest.
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Policy 81

In determining which places should be included within the
Regj.ster of PLaces, the Council should be satisfied that adefinite affirmative answer could be given to at teast oneof the following qu:stions : -

Does the place have strong historic associations withgreat people or signifi.cant events in the City,s grow.th?
Is the place held in high public esteem and sentinent?
Does the place display craftsmanship and technology ofintrinsic interest and quality?
Do groups of buildings, spaces, and areas have such aparticular reLationship with each other that they forma fj"ne example of tor^,nscape?

Is the place an outstanding example of a particular styleor period and important for education, arthitecturat or
archaeological reasons?

To obtain the information the counciL should seek the adviceof the Nationat Trust and other interested bodies and shouldconsult with the owner. Should the owner be dissatisfiedrrith the decision to include or not to include the place uponthe Register he shall have a right of appeal.

PoLicy 82

Civic pride and visitor interest in the City shoul.d be pro_
moted by the affixing of sensitively aesign-a and. rrountedplaques idlentifying registered places .....

NOR?H EAST AREA PUBLIC TRANSPOR? REVIEW

Ttrere nay be members of the society interested in the state covern-mentrs plans for the North East area of Adelaide. This recent announce_ment suns up some of the progress to date.

"After sone months of work and cornmunity discussion the NEAPTRstudy team has produced a number of vrorking papers relating toits initial findings. To date, no firm plans have been deieloped.

We are setting up "Cornmunity Fj-Ies,, in Libraries, Councj-l Offices,Conmunity Centres and Government Offices so that you can reviewthe work completed. The working papers discuss such topj.cs aspopulation, emploltmentr landscape; noise; urban services as wellas nany others which have a direct or indirect bearing on publictransport.

Copi-es of these working papers can also be purchased at the MAPTRoffice for a nominal charge. If you need further informationplease ring the ,,Mr. Todd,, information service on 227 4274.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

"Mr. Todd"
For the NEAPTR team,,
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FRIENDS OF THE ART GAI,I,ERY

This group exists to fill three main needs!

Firstly they aim at fostering greater interest in the
exhibitions antl goings on of the ga11ery generallyr at
making the gallery a living place.

secondLy they seek .olllu. a wide ranse of activities
for people wishing to further their interest in the Arts
in a more relaxed way than is possible at classes or
institutions .

Thirdly they make substantial contributions to the
callery's purchase fund for acquisition of rr/orks of
art.

By being a Friend you can support your gaL1ery clirectly and
intlirectly, as well as adding to your knowledge in a warm and
friendly atnosphere.

The Friends have a pamphlet explaining benefits and. costs which
they will happily forward to you. Pick one up either from the
callery or write to "The Fri.ends of the Art Ga11ery, Art callery
of S.A., North Terrace, Aalelaidle, 5000.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE EISTORICAI, SOCIETY

These are the fees for meribership in case you know of any prospective
mernbers. Menbership automatically includes subscription to the Journal
and Newsletter.

ordinary mernber

Life mer0ler

Family nembership

Country member
(50 km fron c.P.o. )

Junior menber
(under 18)

Pensioner

$6

$r00

$10

))

$3

$3

Palanent, with nane and address, should be sent to:

fhe Treasurer,
Hisuorical society of s.A.,
Box 203, P.o.,
NORTH ADEIAIDE. S.A. 5006.
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