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MAROI

FieLd trip: Hlstoric Ade laide Mansions

Date : Saturday, 26th I{arch, 1977.

see abtails belc,hr.

APRIL

Date : Friday, lst April,, 19 77.

State Library Lecture Theatre,
North Terrace, Adelaide.

I P.m.

Dr. Derek Whitelock.Speaker 3

Subject; Adlelaidb rs History : A Sense of Difference.

Dr. m:itel,od< is a lecturer in the Department of Adult Education,
University of Adelaide, He has recently conple ted a book on Adelaide's
history. His talk prorrises to be an excellent introduction to t}Ie
subject.

MAY

Date : Frialay, 6th May, 19 77.

S tate Llblary Lecture Theatre.

I p.m.

"A cornish Evening" .

Place ;

Tire :

Subject:

*le meeting will have as its subject south Australiar s settlers from
Cornrrall and their peculiar contribution to ttre charecter anal historyof this state. the evening will be more informal tlan fiqst, it is
hopedl to have a plentiful supply of Cornish pastry on hand for supper,

l,tARcIt , 19 77

Ins titute Building,

HISTORIC/,L SOCIETY OF SA,ITH /,USTP,ALI/.
FOUi{DEO l97a

PO. Box 2O3, North Adelaide, S.A. 5006

Registered for posting as a publication Catagory't"
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Itleet at Loleto Convent, Marryatville, gatesay onPortrush Road, just south of tfre i"t"r.ectiJn 
"iKensington and portnrsh Roaals - flease park 

""a"iaathe grourals.

Depart Ioreto.

Arrive bstrevor College , GIen Stuart Roaal, Wodforale.Go alonq st. Bernard. s Road and torr, ._t ia"-air"hills) up Moutes Road to its eastern 
"";;"y.-Please park outsi& the grounils.

Oonclusion of tour.

lbrnbers rrithout transport who woulal Iike to attend _ please notj-fythe Secretary, Box 203, p.O., North eaefaiae, ,,O. SOOO.

Because ttris field t1ip. Ls re lying on the generosity of Rostrevor&llege and Loreto convent, it is esseitiaf tir'nemuers who intend goingo4 ttis trip to book rrith ur secrGff r.i*a, rhe nunbers have to berestd-cted to 25, so pLease b@k ." "oir, ." 
-p"""iUf..

l[te Secretaryrs address is p.o, Box 203, North edelaide, S.A. 5006 _or telephone no. 269 I95l (a.h.)

Peter lloore rs book (gg.75),-Eigned by himr nay be purctlased byaenbers on t}le afternoon of the fi" ia trip. 
---"'

. I tinerarl

2.O0 p.m.

3 .30 p.n.

3.45 p.n.

5. 30 p.m.

HIST0RICAL S,CtETy RMIQ BROATCASTS 5uu

Beginningt on ltarctl 3oth, Radio 5W tij.l broadcast a selies of weeklyprogramrcs on south Austrarian history. ttre piogranrre i=-""-t"ri*r=,=^''

ffi Rer cibbs, Brian samuels anal ilohn Tlegenzaabout ttre society. IIe len Jones on 
-rror,aJ=-"raatedl 

labour.

Jotrn Love fron tlre-E6iv;s gn-trre :role of ,,preservation.. in history.Readings from Archi ves material.
Wednegday, Apri I l3rh, 8 p.m,

Arnold Hunt interviews -irn everett, Dr. Iohe and phil Cowarcl inthe,,religious', prograrure.

ran lla-rmstorflla"EJE6inson, Margaret Barbaret and sue lrrarsdentalk about thei! local histories.
wedne?da;y, Tfit 27th, e e.m.

A -pre_hrstory', programrE. Bob Ellis talks wit}I Carol ltaus ton,I€e Sackett, Max Hart and Natasha McNamara about aborigines.
Wednes-dgy, It ay 4th, I p . m.

,John playforal, cratraln Iaughlin and Craig campbell 1ook at t-he politicsof tlre l890s in Adelaide.

rhe society 90ur'l like to record its sincere thanks to l,liss Ereanor Harry whoco-ordi'nated' introduced Erd negotiatea arr"-rt 
"i" series: even to t,,e extent ofarrangrng sotrE financiar backinj. ah" 

-J'";;; 
Dimdtt of tie Ade laide c.A.E.(who rras ttre ntechnical operatorn for the =.rr."j pexfor.trpd a rnagnificent job forr.::, as I an sure nenbers lriLl agree ,rhen th;y-;;ar the series.
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lbq lk^. S.E. Pr-i.tcha'Ld)

when, ln septernlcer 1e76, mv h":??"q ""d-1-:i:u :::t.f ,-'::"-::":t"I
spe nd

" *.#:';"i1.:;':il;i#;" i"-L; -;i';i": . Y:i" J -::"^3" :"i' -:"111:;i':::i'i':"*::: *.";#.ilv;"J;t ;; ;"" 1u ::: i:": ":H ::'-::, :'il"::':, iill:fr'.".ffi 3:::#ir::'H; ;::';;"iu"'"i '-i" on earth we wourd do to rirl
i-r, our tire, and whatever was tlte re to see'

enjoyable week of discoveries ' a holiday which

tJen pttotos of a1I we wanted to'It turned out to be a very
finisheal before we had seen and

$Ie met friendlv people who could tell.us P".pT-t: :.:^T,:-:t"-::fl,,:t
u.." Ii ffi :.i";:;':";:; ;;;t;'1'Ji i""i1"ill lil"Yll ::::^i:;"1;fiil ilJH:ifi: ;:#;:'*;;-;;;" ;i.,s= *..t]'" ::::il: u::'li=':il'
XilLHT':::"ii:""::;;';r1lnp"--a =".;:: H11' T'il1?I: * li: :f*
?*Til"::::' .'JL:: H;';- ";iiI- " 

g""" "r rri 
; lirv ; I iii*', ::" f :"::iy*:i"^Hi::rll";:; il;;i-i"i",'JJ i"f:.'*,":i. In:::"T'-l::":"'?:'l;fi:*.il::Ti:i; ;i;."; il"l,I "i-u 

*'li .*::'"r1:-:'i::"-:::: ":i.,': *:;;;;;;";-i""a= "r school chi1dr"" -. f"*-l:iprimary and secondary - who arrive

:5?;"::#:.i":::."i"::;:i"--"u i'o* ':':::::'::.^::i,T:: ?::,,'i,::"J;::*:l:3:'i'j.i':'l il:':":;I:'ii"' nL;"";: i':::l :f::i:'::: ff:: ff'=:i:T:""
:? "ff:=:'#i'J;,*;';;;;"io-,oo,, rorward some Brinman and mine "historv" to

the
to

on
of

the local PeoPIe -

I mentioned seeing buses of school children but there were also mary

senior citizens tours '*-"i=it"a 
the town (the passengers staying overnight

intheshearingquartersofsomenearbystations,mainlyatGumCreek)and
the Far Nort-h tourist buses cal-I in at Blinman en route ' It is unusual to

findthemainStreetemptyduringtheday,.especiallyaStheNorthBlj.nman
,roi"f 

".ta." 
for morning leas and lunches for the bus passengers'

TheHoteliSalsoanovernightStopforholidaymakersgoingto,or
comi-ng from, further nortlL in the ptit'att" Ranges; arrd it sets the feeling of

being in the period t,.r 'iiJ 
it was built by its stone-flagged floors' its

open log-burning firepra;es, its flight of steps from the living level to t}le

sleeping level, and the hanging lanterns' to name a few of the featrlres '

As most of the overninnt-n""= it come from interstate and wish to see as much

as t1.ey can, tiere utt ott'ta.if" some very lively "trave1" discussions between

tlem anC the local People '

rtre Blinman t4ine, a.bout a mile Lo the nort-h "i": ": 1?-t?I1 ::-*"::*. .$'"?'Iilil tl'"'*'I"ll "':ii *""n 
-:; 

l" 
= 

::' .^:?,::',. 
t:, f i.i'i1,iluil: tr;::.;;:;;' i"""-o.."--iie r.,'"ed."o T1: "::l::":: T:11 l:'n"nn""H"";::#H"il=;t.';t.;'I" ni"t"= or the rn-ine' :'n:"-i: *'l^:I

il. T:.o:'H}i'fi :';":;::;" * i-"i'!" Blinman' :1"-:' - :::..1?..t::=' "il:H;"i'l;.Tlii ]|*,.;;;i-tt'u t'ot"r, show how much activitv took place
- ^^ --..; - ^ +ihhar

H'.:: :;;r^;6"";;';'";;;;d how the main.means ":-:1:'"t"n tinber' ore'

sr.,ppfiet , 

- 
etc. was by bullock waggon or donkey waggon'

A story told to us h'as that Mr' Dick Richards had a team of 26 donkeys

pulling his waggon u"u nu*I""i-io tell- peopte' 'rr make the 2?tn donkey"'

He carted muctr materiaf irr-airi" way from the Port Augusta railway, and r'trhen

the Angorichina Hostel "= 
o"i"n O'tttlt in the--1920s' he took many a load of

pine logs to it. He was known ' it seems' as "Donkey Dick"'

Pine logs were used extensively in building the earlY houses

ttiat show this are stitt stanaing' one such ': 
t": l:::: :-:,:"

.t"-*irr. Captain, and it has been resLored lY ltt,i:::"1:"":l?::

and a few
whoever was

to look as
we did a lot)il:"'Ti=#:;il'.I*; ii iia ",r'"'. it was built' I:i:^l:t..::::'

through the s cru.b beyond the township uncover great areas where

trees 
"have been fel-Ied and not grown again'

these pine
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Like all the Far Norti tosns, Blirunan relies on tire flying Doctor servic€for mearical care and advi-c, and cdrtact is nrade be trreen the town and the Baseby a transceiver operated from one of the ho&est€ads. rhe airstrip is kept ingood cclditicr and is about 3 rniles out of town off the wirrealpa ioJ, .oanear t}te race course. Races are held only once a year, wi-th a -speciat 
gDrnkhanaand gara ataosphere, but not in bad drought times b€ cau'e of the fire risk.

We were t€ken to ttre airstrip and race course by car, and then lralked backtovrards Blinman, first al.ong ttre airstrip, then over the fields, up h,iUs(fron the top of which we had a beautiful view to the south), pasf a f:,ttfeslate quarry fron which sonE cegptery headstones would have aoo*, ,r"a, a s tutrpytail"eal lizardl !&o kinally opened his rr'utfi just as rre took a photo, up to analacross quite a pretty creek with a huge red gutn growing in :-1, anit U-ac* totre wirrealpa Road. From there we visited a large windmirl but form<l it wasdisconnected from its punp which is now driven by a moto4 then on to exaninethe luins of an ord cottage, trar@€d o'er hilr and daLe, altnost lost orr, ,.yback by _nearly finishing up at the unofficial rubbish dur4r, and fi-naf:.y-founAthe golf course which is quite nea! ttre tdrnship,

lbvrarals tie end of our walk we dlid have one thing to guide usr iurd thatwas the r'nu,ent to Blinman solariers of the r9r4-r9rg world ,rar. ltris is atall1 fairly narrcfl, stone cairn elected at the top of the highest hirr nearBlinnan and Ls a really gooal landmark. It is made of lalge s iqres laj-dhorizontal!.y on eactr other with no nDrtar or anyttring rike that in betireen, analr narverledr that it was so sorid, especialr-y in tre gare winds t-trat blew thereat ttte top of the hiU.

we caugtrt a glin,Pse of trro beautiful red kangaroos, but they saw us firstand boundeal aray alnost before we coultt raise the canera. we yrere more
-fort*ate with two grey ones $rho seemed looted to the spot just to see intruders,but they also took off and our second photo just shows streai(s. we distrrrbecltltiuy grey I roos and some rabbi ts (really, noi many of these) who bounded offstEedi ly.

[le nailnan (who lives in the house once occuped by the |,tagistrate appointedto 100k aftsr tie district when the township of south Blinman was in existence)does a trip ttree nornings a week from Bl.inman to parachilna, taking the mailtfele and collecting r^rhat€ver has cotrE up fron Ade laide by train. We wentwith him one rDrning, and, on ttre way the-re, aft€r passing Angori china which isnow a tourist resort, rG o:ossed a nunber of waterhrays (sonE guit€ treactErous,he toril uSe €v€. for his four wheer drive vehicre) and he poiitea ooi-ir.=gro'ving in the creek that rdere shering t'e scars from the iast a.ooo-alearor-so ago. these gougings $rere over 20 ft. above the creek base and weienade by upr@ted trees (sorlE of whi ch were lying near) bumping anit hitting asthey were being swirJ.ed along in the flooct ".t"i.. on the retu$ j ourney heleft us - quite early in-the day - at Horns camp ruin and ," ,n"rr"gId io-t X.all day, to rranaler along dry creek beds, up hilli, aLong ridges, Iook j.nto
unused birdrs nests, discover wrusual. trees and many klnds of rarilalflorrers andarrive back at Blintnan in tie very late afternoon.

Our rralk to tie north took us sone distance along t}re class colge Roaaland then off to tlte left to finaLly arrive at ttre Doctor Mine which isactually nade up of aboirt ten or rDre shafts. these dial not prove veryinteresting but the walk to it and the quondong trees arormd it made thetlip worthwhire. Again we went back ."io== .our,try, up hills anat aroirn valreys,and that was when rre surprised the red kangaroos. some of .the almost bare,dry ground in that area was onc€ knorf,n ." ;Kauy," wheat fields" because ofthe good crops ttrat were q,oJn, so yre lrere told later, it is hard to imaginethat anyttring, other than onion weed, ever grew tlere.
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Just inside the ceme tery gates is a marble monument erected by tfie
S.A. Branch of the Royal Geographical Society to Willfam Darton lGkwick,
LA22-L872. He was second in command to John McDouall Stuart from tB59 to
1863 "when the British Flag was placed in the Centre of Australia, the 22nd
April 1860, and on the shores of the Indian Ocean, 25ti July 1862".
The Blinman Area School was the proud possessor of an indial ink drawing
by Ur. Kekwick, and the Headmaster very kindly lent it to us to photograph,
as we had taken photos of the monunnnt to g'ive to him.

Another resident of Blinman had a water colour of South Blinman.
painted by an unknown artist in the early years of this century. This we
were also lent to photograph. only two of the buildings shown in j-t are
sti1l in existence.

And, to finish, I must tell you of t]le beautiful "velvetty. darkness
of the night when ttle sky looks alive with stars which one never sees in
town, and the Milky Way shows up as a broad band across the sky from one
side to the other, and the Soutlern Cross sparkles.

A/EUSTETTER BUSINESS

. A rerlinder that a "L€tters
the newsletter. A11 members are
aspect of the Society or on any
(or Colony's) past).

A1so. we are still looking
publication.

to the Editor" section is
invited to express the j-r

involvement they may have

for rnediun sized articles

now open J-n

thoughts on any
with tile State's

for newsletter

P1ease ccntact the Editor, c/- ].'5a Gray Street, Norwood, S.A- 5067;
or phone 42 5A7O.


