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Factions to political parties, South Australia
- 1912.

Jaensch's tatk is seLf-erq)lanatory : it will d.iscuss
South Australiars modern political party system.
Lecturer in politics at the FLinders University.
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- Satundaq, June 25th, 1977.

AREA.S NEAR ADELAIDE

AJre a :

Mr. Royce WelLs, who is in ctrarge of ttle historical sectioh
j,n the S.A. Mines fEpartrEnt.
tre Barossa goldfield, the Lady Pearc€, the Lady Alice mlres
and vicinity (now in Parra wirra National Park); the Montacute
mines.

June 25th, L977, leaving from ttre War l4emorial, top of Kintore
Avenue, at 9.I5 a.m., and returning in the vicinity of 5.15 p.m.
Please bring own 1unch. Ihe cost is $5 for members, and $6 for
non-members.

Bookings to be rnade with pal[IEnt to the Secretary, Historical
Society of S.A., P.o. Box 203, Norti Adelaiale, S.A. 50O6, by
Monday, 20th June, 1977.

Date and
time i

Mr. Wells was co-leader of the April field trip last year to ni ning areas in
the Adelai-de Hills, notably Scottrs Creek and Echunga. His article "Ear1y
tLining in the Adelaide Hi1ls" was published in the Society's Journal, No. 2,
1976, just issue,-r. Ttre areas to be visited on this trip are today litt1e
known, but in their time were the sites of significant n-l ning enterprise.
this should provide a highly interesting excursion.

People intending to go on this excursion should wear shoes suitable for
some slightly rougher country.

NNUAL GENTRAL M|ETING - l.tt Apn-L{., 1977.

ELECTIONS TO TIIE SOCIETYIS COUNCII

the following were nominated and declared elected for the stated positions !

President: t4r. R.M. cibbs
Vioe-President: Mr. B.J. SamueLs
Secretary: Mrs. E. Ho
Treasurer: Mr. R.C. Muir
Editor: Dr. J.M. TYegenza
Councillors: Dr. P. A. Hovrell

Dr. A.R. HwIt
I4rs. H. Jones
!tr. D. Manuel
I'tiss S. I4arsden
I"1r. P. Moore
Dr. J.D. Playford

Due to other comnitnEnts, Miss L. !.,taccilLivray was forced to \dithdraw her
nomination for the Council. Under the Societyrs Consti tution. the Council may
filt t}te casual vacancy tius arising.
The President paid tribute to the work of the retiring Councillors -
l,lr. R. El1is (Treasurer), Mr. C.B. Campbell, Mr, J.H. Iove, l{iss L. Maccillivray,
Mr. c.A. stafford and l4rs. E.M. warburton, all- of whom have rendered excellent
service to tie society. Tribute was also paid to the fine work of Mrs. J.
Chilman, who assisted the Treasurer most ably. !4r. caq)be 1I has kindly
consented to continue as l,Iews le tte n Editor.

ANNUAI REPORT

;

the President stated that a
was printed in the Societyrs

report on the Societyts activities tor L976
Journal No, 2.

/.'



2 Furthe r notes ,
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Mrs. Sally uopton, who has
of monthly meetings, and to

willingly organized many
others who helped on these

The Society is lndebted to
of tie suppe.rcs at the end
occasions.
Ttre Society's program for
copy has been sent to each

TREA.SURER ! S REPORT

the year has been pninted in brochure form, and a
member.

ANNUAL BAI,ANCE SHEET YEAR ENDING 3I DEGMBER L976

BA],ANG BROUGHT FOMARD: EXPENDITURE

Operati ng Account
Deposi t Stock Account

RECEIPTS

l,Iembership fees

r,i fe
Fardly
ord.inary
Country
Pensioner/student

Journal Sa1es

Excrrrsion Fees

Bank Interest

GRANTS

Royal Aus tralian
Historical Society

Education Dept.

Refund of Room lti,re

Donations

Sundries

300 .00
390.O0

L2t4.OO
138 .00
38.00

2243 .O9

r14.30

35 .24

7 -60

7 42 .25

1250.00

856 .66
850.00

4LO.62
)16 .96

48.99
1392.60

2!9 .60
I .52

40.80
15.OO

1706 .66

20 B0 .00

256.O0

955.30

84.62

1750.00

$6 891 .41

Postage & Petty Cash
Stationery
lypi ng
Printing
Room Hire
supper catering
Advertising
P.O. Box RentaL

Electric Urn

Crockery

sundries

Excursions

1250.O0

Kapunda Historical Society

BALANCE

Operating Account

tleposi t S tocl< A/c

r348.89

36.00

3.50

19.33 58.83

$6 891 . 41

FTOERAT 1 O N O F AUSTRALI AN fIISTORI CAI SOCI Eru FS

The President, Mr. R.M. Gibbs, and the Editor, Dr. J.l,t. TYeger\za, rrere the
Society's delegates at a conference of ttre principat Australian Historical
Societies held in canberra on Marich 12th - 13ti, L9'?'1 , at the Forrest Lodge
I"lotor Inn- the chief work of the conference was further discussion on t}Ie
proposal to estabLish a federal body representing state and territory
historical societies. Representatives from all state societies and froo
the Australian capital Territory and }.lorthe rn lbrritory attended the conferenc€.

the delegates discussed and agreed to a constitution for a body to be known
as ttre Federation of Australian Historical Societies. Its purposes would be
to encourage the s tudy of Australian hj,story, to establish liaison betl,reen
historical societies, to act as a point of contact for all constituent
societies wittr goverrunent departnents and other auttrorities, etc.
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Secretary now has a copy of t}le Federatiori I s Constitution,
and other materials from the conference."

were elected to form tie executive of the new body:

President:
Vice-Presidents r

Secretary:
Treasurer:

Mr. Justice R. Else-l'litche11 (R.A.H.S.)
Dr. Murray Verso (Senior Vice-President) (R.H.S.V.)
I'lr. D. Sprod (T,H. R. A. )
Mrs. N. Phillips (Canberra and District H.S.)
Mr. H. Harper ( R. A.H.S. )

It was agreed by the delegates that a sliding scale of membership fees should
be adopted, ranging fxom $25 to Sloo per annum, according to the total
menbership of constil-.ient societies. The Historical Society of S.A.'s nenLrership
fee is 925 p. a.

It i-s hoped that the nehr body will be an effective instrunent for making the
views and needs of historicaf societies known to ttre Federal Gove:ruIlent.
A11 societies have similar problems with escalatingr e)<penses, especially in
regard to publishing and administrative costs. the Historical Society of S.A.
i-s facing these problems, and has been rmsuccessful in its attempts to gain a
grant in aid. from {re cederal Governnent to help alleviate them. The }Iinister
of AdfiEnistrative lervices (senator withers) in a l-etter to the Society (dated
3rd March 1977) ras stated that "recipient organisations should be national
or Ibrritorcial 1n character, which neans of courcse that grants to State
historical societies cannot be continued. " The Minister, nevertheless, has not
closed the door on the possibility of such aid. His letter statesr "... I under-
stand that tie societies have under discussion the establ,ishment of a national
federation. I am ther.e fore writing to all the societies to say that if this
proposal carng to fruitj-on shortly I would consider reconunending to the cove r r€nt
that provision be nade Ln the 1977/78 Budget for a grant to tie new body."

Our Society has already supplied supporting naterial to the new Federation
in its approaches to the Gover.n[Ent for aid. On a personal leve1, of course.
memlf,e rs of the Soci,ety could help by paying subscriplions, if unfinancial, and
by recruiting other menbers.

FIELD TRIP : SrUTi{ EASI AREA

Any medcers who would be interiested in participat.ing in a week-end field trip
to the South East in October ar.e invited to contact the Secretary, Historical
Society of S.A., Box No. 203, P.O., North Adelaide, S.A. 5006.

Please indlcate whe ther public or private transport would be pre ferred.
we can hire a 2o-seater rd ni bus for approx. 5430, or arrange for memloe rs to
trave I in private cars. As yet, no formal program for the week-end has been
aEanged, as the Council needs to know approximate nunbers. Hordever, we have
had offers from Soutl East country [Ernbers to lead tours. etc., and there are
interesting house and properties which we could visit.
Those who wish to participate are asked to contact L:Lz llo, Secretary, by
mid-June .

SECON, ISSUE OF THE SOCIETY'S JOIIRA,IAL

By now af1 menirers of tie society who joined before October 1976 should have
received the second issue of the Journal-.

This second issue of ttte Journal (for the year 1976) is available for sale
to new members of the Society who have joj-ned since October 1976 (and who
will automatically received the third issue of tie Journal for the year 19'77
without further payment) at SS.SO-ana to memlf,e rs of the public for g6.50, on
applicatj.on to the Secretary of the Society, P.O. Box 203, North Adelaide,
S.A. 5006. Postage within Australia is included.
In addition to r.eviews of books on aspects of south Australian and Australian
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RIGISTIR OF HIST,RICAL SOCIETIES

are currently
following are

Brian sanuels.
2577 (business) giving fuII details.

National Tms t branches are not included in this pre lirr-inary list' Museums are

inclutletl only if they belonq to a group of peop Ie that help to run them'

Residents Associations .ru ii"t"d only if tiey h ave an active interest in history'

Anthropological Society of S 'A'
Australasian Mari time Historical Society
Ade laide Electric Transport
Australian Failway Historical society
Barossa Valley Archives and Hist'' Trust
Booleroo Steam and Traction Pres' Scty'
Church of England Historical Society
GeograPhy TEache rs Association
Ei ndmar.sh Historical SocietY
Historj.cal societY of s'A'
Histor:-al Society of Woodville
Hist )rY Teachers Assocation
KaPunda ltistorical society
Kimba and Gawler Ranges Historical Society
Lobe thal Historical SocietY
Loxton Historical village Society
MaUala Historical societY
!4i litarY Historical Society
lti tcham Vitlage Arts and Crafts Association
NaLional Trust of S 'A'
llorthern Yorke Peninsula Cons - Hist. Scty.
Pi, chi Richi Rai- lway Preservation scty'
Pioneers Association of S 'A'
Port Ade laide Historical SocietY
Port Lincoln Pi.oneers and Desc' Assoc'
RoYaI GeograPhical SctY of Aust'
Societ!' for Underwater Historical Research
S.A. Genealogy and Heraldry Society
S.A. I4e thodi s t Historical Society
south-Eastern Historical and Rest' Scty'
Unley Historical Socie tY
west Torrens Historical Socie tY

Amongst tlose for whom we require further information are the Gumeracha

iristirical society, Riverl-and Historical society, the l{i Ie End Rai lway Museul'

the Shiplovers Society, the Saddlewor'th Historical Society and the Save Kent

t\rdn Associati.on.

HMNDORF

The university of Atlelaide has recently pr:lclished its record of the papers

given at its "Hahndorf : Past, Present and Future " seminar '

lttere are some 20 papers in ttle booklet, all of which are essential reading to
tlose interested in the destiny of the town. The paPrs by Ian Harmstolf,
Beg Butler. Colin thiele and John Chappe 1 are eslrcially re levant for those

interested in t-I.e town's history-

A furtler re comle ndati on is the cost of tie booklett $2'50' If you would

like a copy. either go to the Department of Adult Education' University of
Adelaitb, ;r send $3 (postage p.ia) to same place, North Terrace ' Adelaide '

preparing a list of Historical societies in the state '- those for whom we have contacts. Please send any add'itions
63 Jetty Road, Largs Bay 5016, phone 49 8104 (home) or

(

L
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I re ad the other daY of
that it i{as }ittle more
kings, of great battles
and won.

sollpone who considered tiat history was a lot of bunk;
than dry as dust facts and figures about long-dead
fought centuries ago, of long-forgotten causes lost

lihe sort of history which many peopte these days are comi ng to appreciate
j-s of a vastly different flavour. Perhaps that is because it is not t}Ie history
of those mighty monarchs and politicans and of great battles, but tlle story of
our own land and ou! own trEople, and because a gireat deal of t-I.is sort of
history is but a gl2nce backwards where past and present tend to merge.

Take gardening, for instance. 'ihere's all sorts of fascinating history about
south Australia's earJ-y gardeners, most of them the virile lovers of the good
earth. the plain everyday people - your ancestors and mine-

As a child I had a grandmottter who was a splendid gardener. and it was my

good fortune to spend ma;:y happy holidays wi tlt her. She lived at st. I-eonards
(near clenelg) only a stone's throw from the historj-c o1d Gun Tree, on what
had been a Grines: r.arket garden, so perhaps it was only to be expected that
I should grow up Lo love gardens and history.
Possibly the f.rst attempt-s at gardening in Souti Australia were made by
the sealers on Kanqaroo Island in the earl-y 1800s. Ihe first orgaaised
settlement of Soutlt Austral-ia began when several shiploads of immigrants
landed on Kangar.oo Island, where tltey waited for Col. Liqht to shctrI up.
At Kingscote there still stands tie oldest frui"t tree to be planted in
South Austral.ia, in 1836; a mulberry tree whi ch still fruits each year-
Some say it was planted by Johannes Menge, South Australiars first geologist.
othe rs claim that Thomas Beare who came on the "Duke of York" in Ju1y. 1836.
was the gardener.

Before making his final decision on the site of Adelaiale, Col. Light made
visits to other parts of the new colony. one of the places he visited was
Rdlid Bay, and. whilst he explored inlancl. some of tlte men who stayed behind
set up what was probably the first garden on the mainland.

Eventually Light made his decision, and once surveying work was begun People
began to set up tlxeir honEs. Many of these founding fathers had brought seeds
and litt1e trees with them. hoping to establish their own gardens. with no
native fru:i ts or vegetables to draw on, considerable difficulty was experienced
as far as the provision of food was concerned. Very little provision had been
made for t}le fircst settlers in this regard. For nearly 2 years tiey existed
on salt pork. ship's biscuits, rice and poor quality flour from Van Dienen's
Land, and such game as they could shoot in the surrounding scrub. The biggest
problem, hoi\arever, was \ rater, and because of t]:is gardens were few and far
between. The new settleflEnt's water had to come from wells or the River Torrens.
In the latter case, v{ater carters brought it in large barrels on horse-drawn
wagons. It cost from I/6d. to 2/6d. for 50 gallons. At that price gardens
had to struggle on the best tley could wi-thout water. It was not untl1 t}le
end of 1860 that water was laid on to t}Ie city.
Col. Light had "a \{e1l of capital water" in the garden of his cottage at
Thebarton. He was ar expent gardener and was regarded as the most successful
gardener in the Province al that time.

the cermans who had settled at Hahndorf soon proved themselves to be efficient
gardeners. Cucurrtrers and other vegeaables which were sown directly the ground
could be cultivated were carried to Adelaide, some 20 miles away, on the backs
of the gardeners who regularly walked to and from the city. they travelled
in batches, starting in tie evenings so tha+- t-I.e produce would keep fresh.
They had regular campi ng places, and tiere tiey stayed to rest awhile and sing.
on arrival in Adelaide early next morning, the girls offered such items as
spring onions and radishes from tieir baskets at Id. a bunch. Their produce

?
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readity. on those rare occaions when they had nothing else to do, the
went long distances around Hahndorf on the travelling stock tracks in
to gather t]. e droppings of the cattle for their gardens.

One of the pioneers and oLdest residents of tie l-owe r Murray River District
was Thomas l-ampard, In 1843 he took up his abode on t-lh e banks of the Murray
near We1U-ngton, and was one of the first to put a plough into what was then
truly the wilderness. tiough by no means uninhabited, as ttre aborigines were
numerous and a.nything but docile. He soon had a fruit garden unequalled in
the Colony, and produced and marketed the first fruit east of the Murray.
Ttre garden went with the l87O floodr excepting willows, poplars and a few
quince trees, which were sti1l to be seen nany years Iat€r.
Incidentally, fertilizer:s as we know them today were an earlier times very
much a thing of the future. It was corunon practice for farners to clean
theirc stables and spread the animal manure on their paddocks. Ttlev also
gatfrered up bones of a.nima1s, burned and ground them, and then spri,ad the
resulting bone dust. At one Line Mr. !,f .F. Jaensch, a pioneer of tlle Murray
Bridge area, was asked for permission to collect bones on his property, which
he owned towards Tailem Bend. permission was given, but Mr. Jaensch was Ilrost
irate when he inspec:eq '-he contents of the man's tip-dray and discovered
tiat skeletons of s( -er1I aborigines (no doubt colrected from a native burial
ground) had been 'ac1uded, He indignantly insisted that tie human remains
be returned to t-rreir last resting place.
fnough it seems hard to believe, snails were introduced by a cardeners,
"Improvement" Society, when a l4r. Selway introduced tien to West Terrace
cemetery, tiough it is held in some quarters that t}\at dubious honour belongs
to samuel way for wishing to provide delicacies for his thrushes,
In 1853 Lhere was a Produce Market in King william street. "yesterday morning
the new market was opened by an attendant of a single cart, and a nurcer of
boxes of fruit were offered, all as we understand from the gardens of
ceorge Stevenson, Esq. ii

One .arIy Eardener to whom we owe a great deal was Mr. A.t4. Howard. In 1Bg9
he discovered and deve loped su-bterranean clover. He ri/as a florist and
nurseryman at Blakiston (near Nairne) at tie time. In 1900 he harvested his
first seed rr,hi ch he presented to neighbours in order that tiey could experinent
with it. r bel,ieve it was Mr. Howard who brought a 1ove1y rose with him when
he cane on the ship ,,Lightning" in 1870. This was ,,Mrs. John Laing", a lovely
old-fashioned tea rose, which had taken prizes at the Ctrelsea Rose Sho\^r in
England. To tie best of my knowledge "Mrs. Laing,' is stil1 flourishing from
cuttings handed down the generations.
Many Glinese who came to Australia in the days of t_he Victorian C,o1d Rush
in later years be came successfuf market qardeners - Before the building of the
barrages across the Murray mouti. thousands of dead fresh-water flsh collected
on the river banks and began to create a nuisance. one wily cttinese gardener
collected as many of these dead fish as he needed, and having trenched a
large plot for caulif lo'.rers. placed many of tie dead fish i-herein in rows, and
over each dead fish planted a young cabbage or eauliflower. ltre result was
such a crop of vegetables as the residents were astonished to see. and a1l the
credit was given by the consumers to gardeners in tie hil1s, never d-reaming
that t-hey were 1oca1ly grown, with dead fish being used as fertilizer.
Otiers, using the ancient Chinese met-hod of disposing of sewage, grew wondrous
crops of water nelons. Until it was discovered how these succulent items were
fertilized, many a sma11 boy ,'borrowed,, a melon from tj_me to time.
But to get bacj< to that green-fingered grandmother of mine.
In her early narried life she lived in the Adefaide Hi11s with a farni ly of
very J-ively children. The prj-de of her life was a magnificent cherry tree,
but try as she night to keep enough of the annual harvest to put into j ams
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and preserves, her efforts proved fnritless; both her c{dn and the neighbours'
drildren, Iike so nany young blackbirds, beat her to them reqularly. Finding.
as many of us do, that talking gets nowhere. she applietl psychology to her
problen. !,taki ng sure that the yard was ful1 of youngsters she Procured orre of
the large bedroom utensils in popular use in those days, and filling it to the
brin with very pale tea, she wended her way between the chi ltlren and sloshed
t}le contents over the crop. Her aclion brought results. Ttle story quicl<Iy
went t.l.e rounds - "Don't touch Mrs. Armstrong's cherries whatever you do -
SHE EMPTIED A GREAT BIG PoT AfL OVER lHEx'{! " That was tl.e end of her problem,
and she had full and plenty from hen che rry tree from that day forth.

I hope that t}lis light-hearted story of our pioneering gardeners shot s that
history is a many -splendoured subject to be enjoyed in divers ways.
History points to pride of ancestry i in gardeninq there is always prorlise of
things to came, surely together they make a happy conbination.

BOOK REWEW

Ian Auhl:
TREE GUI,LY

lGmbers will be interested to know of Mr. Auhlrs latest book From Settlement
to City A History of the District of Tea Tree Gully 1836 - 1975.
HanalsonE ly produced, the book gives a detailed account of a district whose
history has been 1itt1e recorded It should prove a valuable adtlition to tl]e
grcohring ranks of loca1 histories. It has a slEcial interest, for. as Mx. Auhl
explains in the Preface, it deals with the history of an area which has
e4)erienced "drarnatic transformation of the local landscaP during the past
de cade " .

the book, of 384 pages, is hard-bound, with a dust vrrapper, and has nany
illustrations. The publishers are kindly making it available at a special
concession price to menrlcers of the Historical Society. It is avai labLe at
S1o, post free. orders should be sent to Miss B. Develson, Lynton hrblications
Pty. Ltd., l-9 Kauri Road, Hawthorndene, s.A. 505I.

LUTER TO ED1TOR

(?Leate. note thol thue o4z we.Lcome - on anLJ Mpec.t ()6 the Socle.tq on
the Stntp- ond Co.Lonq',s h,Utoaq.)

Dear Sir,
trank you for printing my article on Blirman in the March Nevrsletter
of the Historical society. but there is one word incorrectly typed whi ch
alters the infonnation I gave.

I wrote: "The Blinman area school were the proud possessors of an
In&ian ink drawing of Mr. Kekwicl< " and the llewsletter states (near the
end of t}te firsL paragraph on Page 6) 'ran indian inl< drawing ry Mr. Kekwick".
Ttris, of course. is not correct, and I would not like anyone to thi nk
they had a "find".
So could this matter be mentioned in the next llewsletter, please?

Yours ,

(l4rs . ) S.E. Prj-tchard

FROM SETf,I,EMENT TO CITY A HISTORY OF ITIE DISTMCT OF lEA
1836 - 1976 (Lynton Pr:blications Pty. rtat.)



SUESCRI PflO,VS

Ttrese are now well overdue ' If you wish to continue receiving tlte Journal
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Could rEfllbers make a special drive this year to encourage friends and

acquaintances to join U]t-i""itty ' we thi rlk you will agree that the Societv

has already been of g*"i it"tiii to its renbers and to the life of south

Austraria as a r'rhole ' ";-;;;-'-i-bigger 
and more ef fe ctive with many

new nefi )ers this Year'
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Please notr the new address of the Editor for future sending of arLicles'

letters, etc.

craig canPbell,
l-O Moles\,corth Street.
North Melaide, s 'A' 5006


