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NEXT I4EETINGS

FEBRUARY

Date: Friday, February 3rd, 1978.
Place: \IURRA.Y HCUSE (the old home on St. Bernard,s Road), at MURB-AY

PARK COLLECE OF ADV.ANCED EDUC,ATION ,

Time: 8,0O p.m,
Spea-ker: Miss Valmai Hankel
Subject: Oenoty?ophily - South Aushalian Wine books and wi]te labels.

- - - The Jirst meeting of the year this is in the nature of a social evening, while Miss
Hankel i5 talking o, an ioteresting subject.

MARCH

Dater Friday, March 3rd, 178.
Place, State library Lecture Theatre

Time' 8.@ p.m.
Speaker: Mr. S. MacDonald
Subject: Acros Australia by car, 7923 - Captain S,A. White's lanteln slides.

FIELD TRIP - PORT PIRIE - 28th-3ot}' APRIL, 1978.

Port Pirie is one of Sout$ Ausnaliars oldest regional centres and the scene of pastoral
activitiesr,Inajor indusbies, commerce and shipping. Mrs, Nancy Robinson, author of tle
centenary history of Porr Pirie, Reluctant HglggIJ has arranged this tieia trip wit}l emphasis
on tie interesting historical Iea

THE FORT PIRIE TRIP IS NOW ARRANGED. PLEASE BOOK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE (SEE BETOW)
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Date: Friday 281fi April to Sunday 3oth Apri1, 1978. (However you can join on Safirrday
morning if you prefer).

Itinerary: Highliglts: guided tour of the National TrusE lnus€um and of the Cityrs hi;tori-

-cal 

architecf,Llral features; a visit to Pastoralistis PoiDt and the Cemetery' (especially
the ItaliaD sector, which reflects patterns of migation from the end of the niDeteeDEh
centuy to post World War II and conrains very elaborate tornbstones)j a Y,alk along
the whaNes.
The Mayor has kindly offeled a Mayoral Reception in the Mayorrs Parlour on the
satirxday night. This will be followed by a dinuer (optional) at a reasolable cost at
the Royal Exchange Hote1. There wil1be a guest speaker who will reminisce about
Port Pirie .

Arrangements: Please arrabge you! oy{n tanspod. AccohEodation is of two kinds:

-T:--mE[e1-ti"e 
in dre Education Centre, rvhich is free, but people must bring t}Ieir

own sleeping bags and buy food.
2 . Hotels. lf this is Cu$ent prices

: and $16 double)
ma-ke

lor 2 places are:
and Intemational Hotel,/Mote1
is room only at $15 single aDd

is 911.75 single and $21,50 double, motel
19.50 double . )

NOM I NATI ONS

The Historical Societyrs Annual General Meeting is tc be held in April, Nominations are
ca11ed for the following positions for the 1978-7979 term of olfice; hesident, Vice PresideDt,
Seqetary, Treaslrler and 8 Committee Members. Existing rnembeN if they wish to conti le
in oflice must be re-no inated and elected.

HaLf the members oI rhe 1977 Council are unable to stand for membership in 1978. If you
are interested in being nominated for 1978 hut would lifte to know more about Council
membelship please contact Mrs, Ho et 269 1951 (a{ter hours}. Joining the Council will
give you t}le opportunity to help plan the activities of the Society and your involvement
would be most welcome.

Ncminations should be sent to the Secretary, Mrs. Ho, by February 10th, 1978, Please
treat this as urgent. Nominations should be signed by both the prcposer and the nominee,

ACCOUNTS

The subscription account and the brochure of meetiqgs for 1978 are being sent out to
membe$ separately.

BOOKS

NEW BOOKS AVAII-ABLE FROM TIIE PORT ADE1AIDE HISTORICAL SOCTETY

rrThe Vanished Fleetri
Reviewed by ERN KIRK

Australian author, T,K. Fitchett, has produced this book containing reproductions of his
own watercolouN besides facts on those proud ships which traded around Ausbalia in past
decades of our history, His chapter on The Adelaide Steamship Compally Lirnited is oI
special interest io us, as are the paintilrgs of some noble ships we knew in Poft Adelaide,
besides ot}rer Ports in oul State "
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Well. do I rehember tlle liftle QUORNA, for I was in t}Ie Pouce Depot on No. 2 Quay when
a camp on its way to an explosion as it hit a mast oa the QUORNA,
ta Poor little QUORNA. He! hulk finished up as a target for
R off Kaagaroo Island.

Frorn tJte compreheDsive list oI vessels owaed by t}Ie CompaDy Mr. Fltchett gives us the
second MOONTA, and the MIMIPA, recalling the S-day Gulf Ttip' which was a happy
liitle seaward hotiday for so rnauy South Austalians, and other tourists for the sum of Six
Pounds sterling .

Spiced witlr stolies about occrmenses to various Passenger shiPs, tllis boctr( makes vely
interesting reading, and while not cheap at $14.50, it would Dotetheless make a valuable
collection to an iDterested readerrs library,

rrKetchhaadrr
Reviewed by JOHN HUNTER

A slim volume, neither a mast€rpiece of tle printerrs a$, nor of a scholarrs pen, but a
doun to ealth story of life aboald Po$ Adelaidets ketches in the 1940rs.

Ron Thiele, the author, came frcm the county see.king a lile at sea, and exPresses no
regrets at the haidships oI conditions uader which he worked. The story of how, before his
15th birdrday, he found himselJ at the helm in a storm ltith tJte skipper in his buDk recove!-
iag from a nigbt out, makes teaustic reading.

A book for all who have sailed io ketches, or those who, like myseu, have watched ftom a
wharf and wondeled, This book can be bought from the Society for $2.25.

INSPECT THE sELEcTloN oF rcoKS etc. AVAIIABIE FRoM TtlE socIETY
at 119 Semaphore Road oa Thursday or Sunday eftemoo[s.

DISPLAYS
I.SHIPS : DEcEIvtBER 17 - FEBRUARY 12

In the Historicel Museum immedietely behind ttre Art Gallery of Soutl Aushalia.

The highlight of this exhibitioa, desigred to illushate the role of ships in early Souttr
Aushalialt and Australian history, is t}le actual size recoEabuction of a cross section of a
typical Ausbaliaa immi$aEt ship of the 183G and 40s,

A photo$aphic enlargemeut of a contemporary wood engraviflg in tJIe lllusbated London
Nevrs showiag immigraats below deck attreir Itust meal on board ship-frtiii?lEE-IE--

-backdrop, 

and on each side two tiers of u,ooden bed places have been colrstructed &om plans
ol the bed places in H.M.S, Buffalo which brou8ht soutl AusEauars first Goverho! to
Holdfast Bay ia December 1836 ,

Viewers will be eble to selse the cramped coDditions in which most early immiSrants
navelled to Aushalia and extracts ftom c(Etemporary diaries wiu desoibe typical
experiences on the {our mont}r voyage out ftom Bdtei!.

Relics ftom ttre Gilt Dregoo, a Dutch ship wrecked 1@ miles nortl of Perdl iI 1656, and
contemporary m5|-s-i'i[tdf.s, will illus&ate the role oI Dutch, French and Eoglish-
explorels in defining t}le Ausbaliao coastline,

Otier tfremes illusbated by paintiags and relics wil-l be the making oI e new Port Adelaide
!o xeplace t}Ie oliginal 'Port Miseryr, perils of the sea from storm aIId shipaEeck' and the
hansition from sail to steern in the later nineteentl cenfury'
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Four exquisite models of t}le historic shipslglqlgr Rapid, Investigato! and 999geIL9,
two bronze naval loDg guns made in 1819 aod normelly on loen to C,overnmeot F6use, aod
a collection of rnedals awerded for. service and gallanfy at sea ldll also be on display.

Representatives of tJle media ere i[vited to preview the exhibition at 11 a,m. oo'f"ia"y
16 December.

For furttre! iDJormation please contact Dr. John Tregenza, telephoue 223,A4 ,

Gallerv Hours
Monday - Saturday 10.0O a.m.
Wednesday 10.00 a.m.
Sunday 1.30 p.m.
Public Holidays 10.00 a.m.
Christmas Day closed

- 5.OO p.m.
- 9.00 p.m.
- 5,00 p. m.
- 5.00 p,m.

2,Life and events iD Port Adelaide during the 192ors and tle 193ors; a display of photoEraphs,
old newspape$ etc. witl desqiptions of the ma8sive wate$ide 'uroEkersr sttike, the Great
Depression, employhent, eDtertai.nment, ttre harbour etc. OD disptray ftom Februaty zoth
to 27th in the Depaftment of Social Secudty Office, in Commercial Road, FoIt Adelaide
and fiom February 27t} in the Port Adelaide Institute, St. VinceDt Street, PoIt Adelaide.
Slides are being presented continuously in &e foyer of tie Port Adelaide Ceatal Mission
duriog this time.
The display has been researched and put togetler by a $oup of young unemptroyed people
pa icipating ia t])e Port history project based at the Port Adelaide Cenaal Mission. If you
have any queries concerning the display or tlre project, any inlomation about Port Adelaide
during those yea$ or if you are unemployed and would like to help in the lesearch work of
the ptoje-ct please contact-Sue Ma$deo at t*I€ Port Adelaide CenEal Mission, 70 Dale St.,
Port Adelaide. Phoae 47 5822,

3.Polt Adelaide Historical Society, 119 Semaphore Road, Sernaphore has, besides its
regular display photogaphs relating to the steam trai! era, in celebration of t}le ceatensry
of the Semaphore Railway. The display is rper Thursdays 1.30to4.0Op.m. and flom
February on Sundays also, 1.3Oto4.00.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
1 . The Editor,

Newsletter,
Historical Society of S.A.
Dear Sir/Madam:
Siuce the publication of the poem TRIO-CORMSH ENGINE HOUSES - BURRA in the
October 1977 Newsletter, I have elicited the information that the wliter oi tle poem, Frank
McMshoD of Ainslie, A.C.T., itr 1975, w 

'D 
the award for narratiye ve$e in t}Ie C.J.

DenDis centenary competition held in conjunction wi..-h the Adelaide Arts Festival of tltat
I9?I, -I-919los9 

a_ copy of t}Ie award-winniag poem, CFIAPEL STREEI' BURRA, SOUTH
AUSTRALIA which IUr. McMahon forwarded to me et my lequest. I ivould be pleesed if
you could find a place fc,r it eitler in a Newsletter o! perhapa in the Journal of the
Historical Society.

Yous Iaittrfully,
Ian Auhl.
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CHAPEL STREET, BURRA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Again I hear the strains of rrCrimondrr sweep
between the dripping cedars in the street

Bleak morning rain had seeped in wedge-shaped strains
where buthesses of grey, grained stonework gripped
tall walls in case the massive fabric slipped
ftom righteouhess. The muted melody
ofrrlydiarr drifted, blovm where wind gusts whipped
and rattled ceda! seed-pods tirough t]Ie leaves"

The four-square architectural serroon preached
in bluestone stood and sombered there but glovyed
in sound as marching bars oI 'rOrielr rose
around ihe lnasoned coping and where stronS
embrasured ryindows mirrored sills that chose
to set on rock the fairh th€y bore in song -

A row of ryet rosettes agaiEst tl}e y/all
where rain-beads gleamed or1 shining wheel spokes- Pest
resbainedr straineds muted; non-conforrnist glass
the orderedj soaring chords oJ i'Richmondrrrolled
across t}le pagan, funeless ryhiitle-blast
tlat winter blows !o summon in the cold"

Today t}le building slands unaltered aad
rie key-scone tures its congreSatioo sing.,
s!i1l lilt t}Ie vrind. And though time's passiog brings
me no1y to quieier reasoned vie\rs Ilve found
t}lar my calm humanism sometimes rings
with curiously shallow, tinkling sounds.

Tin cymbal sounds that drown when cedars weep
o! rrcrimoDdtr paces down a wiDdswept sheet.

Frank McMahon

2. (Addressed to tlle hesident of the Historical Society, Mr " Roa Gibbs);

Dear Ron,

Earlier this year I discussed with you f.lre possibility that the compilatioD of historical
data in the Pla-qning Section of the EducatioD Department hight be uDdertaken by using
retfued teachers in a voluntaty capacity to assess dre various forms of historical document
availabie to tie Education Depaltmeot.

Approval has been obtained for tle implementation of tiris procedure -

I would be 8rateful if you would auange for the inclusion of a Dotice as attached in a
fortltcoming nervsletter of the Historical Society of South Australia,

Yours sincerely,
Dr. P"I. Tillett
DIRECTOR/RESEARCFI AND PIANMNG.
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VOL1JNTARY ASSISTANCE WITH SCHOOL HISTORIES

The Educatioi Department leceives a number of requests each yea! from schools, commun-
ity goups, and individuals for the provisioo o[ historical inJorrnetion in regard to rchoofs
and otlrer iducatioDal matte$, often in connection witlr school or community ceotenaries
or other anniversaries.

WitJr tlte incleasing number of schools approaching their centenaries, the work load on the
Statistical Iofomaiion Unit is sueh that many of the requests cannot be met eithe! in
a leasolable tirEe or to tJIe extent which is desirable. It is impossible at the present tirre
to zupplement the resources availeble for these tasks in the norrnal rnarmel.

Retired teache$ may be interested in volu.ntarily assistiDg $7ith tiis task on a Plrt tirne
basis ofo say, one o! two days a week, arrangcd to suit ttre people involved and vatied at
short nolce as desired. It iq hoped to build up a small group of voluntary tescarchers so

that tle time comhitment of any one Person will be light.

The task would coosist of searching tlEough Education Cazettes, Annual RePorts, and othe!
historical documents hetd within tfre head oflice of the Education DePartment. Flom iime

ation by visiting the Souti Aushalian
ols" The task would be completed by t}re

questitrg t}le information. Some filing alrd
uld also be involved. The work would be

PlaEni-ng, which would provide office
and administrative support.

Retired teache$ living outside the mehopolitaD area may be iaterested ia cafryirg or.lt
related tasks in thei! own area. The duties io this case would be to act as liaison officer
between tJIe ceobal group and local school cohrnunities seeking histodcal information,
and to collect lelated data trocally from newspaper offices, schools, Council offices, etc '

Voluntary e covered by the Govemment Insurance Fund against
injuries ar rmance of research tasks. For tlis leasonr t}Ie iDvolvement
of teacher 70 years will not be Possible "

Retired teachers who are interested in taking part ilr this scheme are requested to write
to tlle hincipal Planning OIIicer, Education Depa*ment, Box 1152 G.P.o., Adelaidet
S.A, 5001 enclosiag briel details of their associatiou witlr the Depaftment.

Enquiries may be directed to [&s. Sue Pender, telephone 227 .1a83.

RESEARCH

1. The National Parks and Wildlife Service of SoutL{ustralia is crrrently calryiDg out
reseatch orr several of d1e statets parks, using fimds and staff from the State
UDemployment Relief Scheme. The research is llot ualike a stocktaking f@ t]re
parks, as it iEvolves surveys of vegetation, soiIs, fauna and visitor use. The other
area, itr which I am $rorkirg, is History and Backgrcund lDJormation ' This entails
research into Aboriginal usage, eally European exploration, seftlement, recold of
laod ovrnership, agricultural and mining development, the reasoos for acquisition by
tle government ald use since dedication. ln effect; land-use history. The sum of
all oI tfris i lormatio[, scientific and hisf.orical is to be used in the management of
tlre parks. As outlined in t}Ie National Parks and Wildlife A ct 1972-74 managemeut
ptans will be drawn up and released for public consideratio!.
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The-pelks being studied in the preseDt programme are Cleland, Horseell Gully,
Morialta and Sandy Creek, east of Cawler on t]le Lyndoch Road,

The histolical information has htinsic v ff and tJle publie,
as tlle history of each park, It also provi preservati;h of
historic sites, objects and shuctures of hi 6st within
reset.eslr. National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1972 Pafi LLl, Division V (37b).

These may range from the ruins of old goldmining towns, such as those of the
Victoria'r township in the nortll of Para Wi a Recleation Park to a srnall hut and

bore such as fouDd in Sa[dy Creek Conservation Park. Occasionally ruiDs have been
by signiiicant figures in South Australian history, O e
eutance to Clelaod Conservation park, which lecords

. lge Tinline. Tinline was akey figure in guidiug Souti
Au$relia out of finaocial diJficulties in the eal,ly 1850!s. He was instrumeotal in
developi[g tie Buuion Act which allovi,ed gold to be used as currency, to ovelcome
tJ-re shortage of money t}Ie cotony was then suffefiug, partly due to the gold rushes
in Victoria .

The- history is also of use for people inteiested in far:aa and flota as it helps to
ocplain how the present distsibution pattems arose. Some information on- the
influence of the Aborigiues ou the land, and its nature at the time of EuropeaD
settlernent is aaother part of dre puzzle. It adds light to ioformation on Aboriginal
managemetrt of tJle land belore European SeftIedent, as well as acting as a benclh
mark for studying European settlement. Detailed and accurate records on vegetation
are relatively scarce arld scatteled.

As well as micro-rcale information the study can be seen as patt of broader historical
asfects, These include agricultural maoagement, attitudes and me*ods as seen ir
timber clearing ead entrepenerial venturcs, such as the tobacco farm in Cleland in
the early 1920rs. Attitudes to conselvatiou have altered and some trends are evident
in t}Ie history of the parks. Social attif.rdes ard recreation patterns can also be
observed"

Other aq)ects of SoutJr Austlaliaa history are also touched upolr, sometimes areas
relatively uDtouched. One example would be the occupation ind use of land in the
Barossa end near Sandy Creek by American and Alshalian hoops duriDg World
War II. The war consciousoess oI people there and in Adelaide during tlose yea$
was suryrisilgly extensive. Air raid sltelters were built aud ptactices carried out in
Adelaide, a fact not many of dre younger people today are aware of,

The study has also come aclp$ maay of the primary source historiansr problems.
One is tJre mortality of history, the iDformation, stored iD peoplers mi;ds. Certainly
a source g to be 6ure of accuracy, but often
the only lly for an obscure park, 'such 

as Sandy
Creek. gines in Soutl Aushaha was lost
through aking the effort to study the tribes. Some
wes salv 1e inte iewed tie last full blood of t}le
Katrna tibe, t}re tibal gloup of tle Adelaide plains alrd Western Hil]s Iace. Howel.er
this itrformation is only a Jraction of what could have been saved. Similarly a vast
amount of information on pioneerfurg settlement and land use in the 19ti century hes
been lost. Theie is a o1s and tertiary
and using these peIso! history, while a
teachers, students aud ld benefit ftom
research. The history tl AusEalians has beeo lacking, has
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irnploved. bul still has a long way to go belore being satisfactory '

Anv oueries conceming this projecr. n'hei-her assistance require-d- or offered drould l-
iiil.iea io or"ia lonei or ci,'i" Wiiliams of NaLjonal ParLs, Wildlite Services'

iiS w,y-""tr, SE;et, Adelaide. Phone 212 1688 Ext' 21"

DAVID ]ONES "

2 The Lesend of Georse Ezekiel Mason PART 2' By Jean Schmaal' Part 1 was

frlnt.a"i" the last n;wsleher, in October, 1 7 (No" l7)'

The vear 1853 was one of great rilPorl-nce to Sou l Austrrlr'r for it t'Jas LhP-l thal
tr,iti*i tr.*t-iJ ",rvigarion 

ol rh! Ri'er Muray was achieved A desoiPtion ol
;;; ;i";;;t.".nt siows how Mason played his Part in tie histo'ic underte&ing"

ady Augustar! and by his side was Mr.
llingto& who had staked out the channel
familiar as the Thames to an old river

nd about Point Pomonda is infested with
They have been driven dowrr bY the sheep
the swamps prevent the animals feeding'
e has somitimes shot as many as twenty in
ith an occasional rat or mouse by way of
a is the entrance to the Mulray . ".. The

and is of good quality' UPon itj and about

arnilewithintheentlanceoflhelivef,isMl.Masonlshouse,beingastonebuildiog
in the early English siy1e. Here the
about 30 tons of fue1, which Mr. Ma
assembled in great numbe$ around hi
aboard. Mr- Mason had also erected
was placed an on boi

crst6m, be.n is mat of all those

who wish well s oflic f}Ie sable
q.ot y. Th"y h"u" , U""i heir his house, and

ihev dectare tiat when h
blaik{ellowsr broiher and
principal Jeature of whrch appears to be 8e ox

[ir,f""r* tlf one would fan?y that there At
ihe Rufus ... ' " Mr" Mason, iub-hotector o, AboriSiDes, met Sir Henry witl.two
boats manned with native ciews, who had brought them up ftom Wellington'ri

gton became the !rgateway of hoperr for
the !'go1d bugrr, and the principal job
at the Wellington ferry. because many

each the fie1d6. It was by this felry that
Tolmerrs Gold Escofts brought back nearly two million poulds' wortl of t}le plecious
stuff between 1852-1853 "

Wher so many of the able-bodied white men hu$ied off to t}Ie goldfields a crisis in
ii" *r"ti"". il"t-"en settlers and the aborigines seemed imminent. Fea$ were fe1lthe relations en settlers and the aborigines seemed imminent. Fea$ were felt
tii"itl" i.ti""t would seize t}le opportr-raiqito attack the ill-Protected stations' on
tfr"-.ort."y tfr"y seized t}le chani6 to get a liviag by vrork and not b.y Plunder "

Reoorts lrom ali over lhe county showed that aborigines had stepPed into t}le vacant
pi.'""" oi"f,"ptt""at and other country workers. .Most of the harv-est rvas,taken-oE by
'trr"a" 

""oof"i "":rr* 
sickles. Their ne respousibil eemed to develop theil

t*rail"thi;; and'upwards of 20O,00O sheep were- rge of. the. native shePherds'

I

trustwortliness and uPYrards oI zLru' uuu sheep wele r8e ol-tne-nalrve srcPrerqt'
ln some aleas the ,r.ii.r,e 

""o 
ren took over tire work oI ttre shepherds - ilsheepy shepherdrr
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as they were knowl.

were the natiyes

1i""o,i*[* ".ccasionallYrr, he
reported.

"Arms, accouttements and clothing for t}Ie native qqnsablfs sha[ be
sent to vou as vou enttaiE men. A horse for yourseu drall be sent
whenevir you wish, as also horses for your six mounted colstables as

you are ready to receive tlrem."

At this time the Police Station was on t}Ie eastem bank of the river, in the neigh-
boruhood of present-day Brilkley Reselve.

CI

white command,

Altiough tlis was far less than a lrhite cdostable received, it was better tIaD the
natiyeireceived in civilian employmelt, and was in addition to keeP.

Mason was a malr of many parts; he v'ras Possessed of considerable inechanical
inseruity. aEd planoed and superintended tle makiog of the fi$t Wellington fe!!y,

""i tfr" i6Uo""iig Iefter to the-Commissioner of Police (Warbu$on) in 1854

indicated his capabilities.

nsir -
I have the honour to aequaiut you for the informatio[ of His Excellency t}Ie Lieut'
Govemor that t}le lifeboat belooging to the "Jane Loveatrr (n4ecked in Discovery
Bay (Soutl Coast) in 1853)which 1fiave been using for t]}e last 12 mont]s' has been
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of miles
eled to a us
kuew we tl-re

al fires c

In 1856 (at tlle time when tl!
Force. He had beeo appoi!!
ceased service as a police of
the indigeDous PeoPle of tie

Rev. George Taptia (founder of ifie Point Mcleay Mission St2tiotr) whilst he admfued

MasoE and;Iaimed him 2s a frieod, said of him -
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14th April, 1859 - Went to the house of Mr. Masoa, sub-hotector of
Aborigines, filst thing tlris moming. I dlere met &. Goyder, the
Assistatt Suveyo!-General rrith a srEvey party. He kindly offered
to show me some land which would be available for the purpose of the
Association. I wes takea to Section 3, which is tolerable land witl a
good river frontage, about three miles ftom Masonls" I t}Iiik that the
fact oI Mr, Mason being resident in ttre viciuity w(r d be an objection
to tlris piece of land. He has no faittr in any effort for the religious
welJale of the natives, He sala, rroh, I feed them and make them
comfortable irl this life, and I do not believe Cod would damn thern in
the oext; at any rate I leave that to His mercy,rr I t}Iink these sefltinents
would be calculated to exercise au evil influeDce on any effort made io the
vicinity of t}Ie person holding tiem. His indifference would produce
indillereDce in t}le natives,rl

'r1Vh, Mason recomrrends Poiot Mcleay 3t the enhance of Lake Albert as the
locality of tl}e Insti[ution, as t}Iat is a cenhal position, is good land, is a great
fi$hing place for the ratives. I obtained sEch infohation flom fuIr" Mason.'i

tryheu Mason left the Force he and hi6 fam ily took up residence on tlle Aboriginal
Reserve at Briikley, where, iu tJle dals of Govemor Robe a shootiflg Indge-cum-
suhmer-residence had been built, but was Devet occupied by His Excellency " Here
the Mason f-amily lived until t]le tlatched-roof rransion was desboyed by fire. (Its
ruins are still staDding on the old reserve. )

There was en inquest into tJre fire - held on 24 August !867 . T'be following is a
report of that inquest -

riA fire occurred on tJle moming of Sunday 18th instant at Mr. C" Mesonrs which
resulted in a total destruction of his residence situated about one mile from
Wellington, An inquest li,as held on MoDday at East WellingtoD before Mr" E.C.
Hughes, S.M., when the foltrowiag evidence was take[,
George Mason deposed - 'rI reside near East WellingtoD. About 9 orclocft
yesterday moming my daughte! Margaret carne into the room whele I was sitting
aud told me that t$e house was oa fire. I immediately raD outside and saw
flames corning Irom t}!e cenhe chimaey. The flames were dsing 6r out of the
top of t}te chimney. I put my daughter Margaret on the rcof and hauded her a
bucket of water. The house was tha:ched with reedii The top of the chimney
was about 9 feet above t}Ie roof. I told my daughter to pour water on any pieces
of soot tJlat might fall oI' the roof. I tJuew some water up tlre chimney tlat was
on fire. I also closed al1 the doo$ to checl< the draught. In about 20 minutes
after the roof took fire close to the ctimney, apparently eaused by tlle Ialling
soot. I dren got my daughter off the rool and endeayoured to save what
furniture I could, as t}le f1arnes were spreading Epidly. It was a 2-storeyed
house containing sevetr roomi. There rvas only ooe fire in the house at the time
and dlat was a small one in the kitchen, I believe tJlat t}Ie soot had been
smouldering for some time before it broke out. The chimney was cleaned about
seven weeks ago. I believe that th€ house would tlot have been burned if tle roof
had aot been a thatched one. The Police Station at Wellington was burned down
some time ago uoder similar cfucumstances. The building was t}Ie poperty oI
tJIe Covemment" I have the lease of it and there are about three years of the
time unexpiled. tl

Afier heariDg two otie! wibxesses, t}Ie jury, tirough their foremao Mr. Cooke, returned
the following verdict -

rrThat the fire at Mi" Masonrs house rvas accidentally caused by tJre kitchen
chimney takiag fire and commulicati-ng through all tlre tlatched roof. And the
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jury wish to xttrch a ridcl to the eflect drat the Covclnnrt'rt should trk(, stcps to fnL
the housc in rcpair as thc wrlls 3re but little injurcd."

.\ud - lrLrrrr.rn n.rtur, being whJl il is -

'r1E68 - Thc good folks at Wellirgtor) e\press much indignition et the rcti6n oI
sorne persoLrs who have removed t}te clrt alrd dressed window sills, colings rnd Iiuge
sto[e linte]s over dre doors, also doorsills and verxDdah posts liorn the building known
rs tIc Covemnrent House aud recently occupicd by N'lr. Ccorgc Nl.rsor! when
hotcctor oI Aborigines, This building cost Dearly ! 1, OOO rnd ultirough guftcd by
Iirc requrred comparatively but little outlay to rnuke it rr corr)pletc- substenti.rl
residc[co, ihe stonework being thoroughly sound. SureIy the Conlnrissioncr of
Crorm Lalds will make enquiries respecting this.!'

...... to be contiuued.

ir{ernbersr res.rrch work or interests. One ofthe importut objocLs oI thc Historical
Socier)'is Lo prolrlote t}le interch.lnge of i[fornration anrong nrembcrs of thc Socrec),", on
South.\ustrrliin Listory - irnd Ehis newsletter provrdes exch l)erson .rn opportt [itt to
inlorm orher rnembers oI research lhey haye c.,Iried out, rernirlisceDccs or queries. If
you can plerse fill out the following iorm (adding turther prlr,cs iI vou want) and seDd
ic to the Editor, N{s. S. Marsden, C7'o Box 203, P.O. North Adelaide, 5006.

NAN{E:

RESEARC-I1/AREA OF INTERIST (1.-ou may have had work published! written a thesis
oi c6ll-aE{famllrTi_sto E_ e inforniacion about your local district etc. ):

CURRENT RESEARCH/QUERIES.

CAN BE @NTACTED AT:


