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Fridan 7tI April, 1978.
State library Lecture T:neatre
8.@ p.m.
th. R.M. Gibbs

The real Poseidon: Soutl Austs'alians and tle Golden Mile in the 1890rs.
rrThe gold rushes" are ofter thought of, in connection with Souti Ausralia,

as being tlose in Victoria in t]]e 1850rs. This talk will focus ou the
activities of some Soutl1 AusItralians in the development oi Westetn
Austsalia's Golden Mile in tle 1890rs. The discovery of the Golden Mile in
1893 was partly the work ol Sout} Australians, and they remained very much
irvolved in developments on the field in the following years. The excite-
ment of dre gold rushes was felt in many parts of Soutl Austsalia, and it is
interesting to Irote who ]'.as involved and what happened to tiem.

Friday, 5th May, 1978.

State LibEry Lecttue Theat e

8.oO p.m.
Films of historic intelest will be shown dudng the evening.

Followidg t}le June meeting, more details of which will be in the May
Newslefte!, will be a trem aip to Glenelg fo! supper and retum. Bus
hanq)ort has been specially arranged to t}le tram depot.



,) FIELD TRIP

If you have wish to the Iield

.'. HISTORICAL SOCIETY AFFAIRS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF S.A. COUNCIL NOMNATIONS RECEIVED. 1978

PoRT PIRIE, Friday ?qth April iillEllllay 1q!!t!p41" 1978.

People can still book fo! tlis tuip. You can joio io on Saturday momiag if you want. The
iaip has been plarrned by ,trs. Nancy Robioson and Ms. He1en.|ones,
Hightights: Guided tour of National Trust Museum and ol cityrs historical architectulal
features; a visit to PasEoralistls Poiot ald tie cemetery, especially the Italian section; a
walk along the wharves; a Mayoral Receptiou in tlle Mayorrs Parloru (Toro Halt) and an
optional dinner at $6.00 eacl (excluding drinks) at tlle Royal Exchange Hotel aDd a guest
sPeake!.
Guest.Speakerr Mr. Bill Bii8ht (W.L. Blight, retired Land Bloker) is described by Ir,Im.
NEidffi5EiFon, as a really leliable sourae of information, She iays: ,,He weni to Port
Pirie as a child when tJre-Iamily lost its falm out Terolyie way, I thturk &uing t}te dtoughts
and deplessions of tlre 90,s. lforked for a while with Barwell (Henry Newman) wheo hJwas
a ballister at Port Pirie, Later Blight founded his own business h1 real estate, a business
}*ich still exists.... He lives in a fiLe oldhomeatthe footlills, is looked alter by his
nephew (a rethed inspector of schools - Norm Haines, and the nephewrs wife. I could
point out tle home if we go out to Nelshaby fot a dtive, to be able to pictule Eyrers
coDcelrtiofl oI the erea.ir
Costs Should be bolne individually, These wiU include ttansport - please armnge your
owlr - accommodation alrd food.
Accommodation at the Educatiou Centre is f!ee, but people must bring tJreir owl! sleepiDg
5;Es=frATfrt;;als. Please let the Secretary oi t1.re Society know if yiu wish to stay ' "
there as bookings must be made soon.
Other accommodation is in hotels or hotel/motels, Please make your ow:i bookings, The
Royal Exchange Hotel is $8.00 bed and breakfast, 916,00 double; the Iaternatioial Hotef
Mo}gl_ 1s:,!o!e1,$-11 .75 (single) aad 921.5O (double ); Motel, room only $15.00 (singte )
atrd $19,50 (double).

hesident:

Vice-Presiderlt:

Secretary:

Tleasurer:

Courrcil Members:

N4r , Ron cibbs

tr^r. Iall Harmstorf

No nominatioDs for Seqetary or Treasurer
were leceived. Accordi[g to the Societyrs
Consf,itutiotr the Council caa co-opt people to
fill tlrese positio[s,

Ms. Susan Marsden
Ms. Elizabeti Ho
tr4r, Alan Jones
Mr. Srian Samuels
I4r, Dan Manning
l4r. R, Keams
Ms, Alexandra Marsden
Mr" Robe$ Fisher

Dr. John PlayfordContinuing as Journal Editor:



Retiring Office-Holdels: Mr. Brian Samuels - Vice-hesident
IUr " Rob Muir - Treasurer
M6. Elizabeti Ho - Sectetary
Mr, Craham loughlin - Co-Editor of the Joumal
Dr. Araold Huut
l&. Petet Nlooie
Dr. Deane Manuel
Ms. Helen Jones
Dr, Peter Holietl

Membels may have noticed a very diligent and leSular helper with suppet at meetings -
Mrs. Sally Hoptoo. Could we have a few more helpers, please? (aod not Decesserily
femalesr. ). It v,,ould be uice to see a few new faces involved in helping ouE not just tie
same people every meeting. Please rphone Sally - with dates io mind - 31 3390.

WANTED . INVOLVEMENT!

Some members who might be interested in helping with publicity fol t}le Society. If you
canrt peisonally assist, have you some ideas?
I la,ould like to hear fiom you.

Elizabeth Ho (Secretary). Ph: 269 1951
(After hours)

(Or write to t1-re Box Number),

TAPING OF MEETINGS

Is Arere a member who would be williug to bring along equipment, etc. to iape meetings?
Please contact the Secletary, C/o Box 203, North Adelaide, 5006.

4, SEMINAR: Tl{E STUDY AND I^TRITING 0I' L0CAI HISTORY JIJLY 7th &

This seminar is ope! to everyote who is interested in local history or vlho has been
iavolved in trocal history research, its coUection, vrritiog or in local historical societies.
Bofesso. Weston Bate of Deakin Uoiversity will be leader of this seminar, On the Ftiday
night he will q)eak at the Societyls general meeting on trMaking loca1 history as large
as life "rl

There are four workshops on Saturday dealiug with researching witi local souces, t}Ie
ptoblems of waitiDg loca1 history, problems of publishing, oral history, and the aims of
Iocal historical societies.

A brochure will be available witl tJle lext Newslette! " If you v',ould like further details
before tlen please contact the Secretary of tJle Society.

5. H. S. S .A. GUIDESHEETS

The Cuidesheet inco+Drated in tiis issue of the Newsletter is dre fi$t of what the
Society hopes will be a loflg series. A thousand extla copies have been produced and any-
one lequiling some should contact Brian Samuels on 47 2577 (9.00-3.30). Bdal! $ould
be very pleased to hear fuom aoyone witling to compile further guidesheets in the same
format. Several of t}le general $rbject headings used iD Guidesheet No. 1 waEant
detai.ted teatrnent, viz. rrsouth Australian Church History - A Guide to t}1e Sourcesrrand

Those welcome suppers ......



L)'ntor Publieations have oflered a qrecial discount to Histotical Society membe$ on Martin
Dunstaars Willunga Town ?!q Diqict 1837-1900. The recommeDded tetail plice of the
book is g9@ Publications, P.o. Box 164, Blackwood
S.A. 5051 at $7,50, The book is not a aJritten local histoty, but a collection of documents
and photographs relating to tie history of tle toranr and distict during the stated petiod. It
is an excellent collectiou, aod the book is very pleasantty pioduced, Anotlel book will
caoy on the story to a later stage. Such e collectiotr of Fimary material is rmusual fot a
Soutl Austlalial tovrn - in tiis case, t}Ie end lesult is admbable.

similarly titted guideSheets on Education aod Transport. Equelly, guidesheets of the 'rHow
torr vatiety are aeeded, e.g. rrHow to Research and Write Iocal Historyrr, rrHow to use
Latrds Depaltment Recordsrr . Any suggestions for fulther titles ale iEvited.

5. BOOKS

7, HISTORICAI SOCIETIES

These are additiobs to the legister oI SoutJr Australial! histotical societies published in our
Newsletter of Septernbet, 19771

Mitcham Histotical Society,
C/o Mitcham Village Arts and Cralts Associatior Inc.,
33 Albert St.,
Mitcham, 5O62
Phoner 272 4504

The Mount Ibfty Disbicts Historical Society,
Secretary l,ft. E.W. Hodgetts,
C/o The District Council of Stirlin8,
Bor,r 21, P.O., Stirliug, 5152

I{ t}e!e have been any chauges, bitths or disappearances of otler historical societies
please let me knov, and I will publish these in fufdle Newslette$.

8. 1ETTERS TO THX EDITOR

NSTOCK JOURNAL PUBLISHERS PTY. LTD.

Editor,
S.A. Histoical Society,
P.O. Box 203,
NORTI{ ADELAIDE, S.A, 5006

Dear Madam,

J^nuary 26, L978

Search for old copies of tJIe Adelaide
Stock and Station ,ollfnal

Later in the year, this Joulnal wil1be celebrating the 75th anniversary of its establishmeDt.
Unfortunately, we do not hold all copies oI the rrStoclc Journalt' because many early records
vrere destroyed in a lire,

The National Library o{ Auslralia in Canberra has copies ftom 1926 onward; t]te State



Library in A.delaide ha$ a. collestiq4 going back to August 22, L9O6" but we are unable to
find copies frcm August 1904 to August 1906.

It occurs to us that mernbels of your society may have some of the missing issues whlch we
should very much like to inE)ect and photo$aph.

Should_anyone be able to assist, please write or telephone myself o! Jason Hopton at
5t 4481 .

Yours faithfully,

RICTLA.RD JAMESI'.

rrThe Editor,
Newsletter,

Historical Society of S.A.,
Box 203,
NORTI{ ADETAIDE, 5006

Deal Editor,

Please irlselt t}te following paragraph ir1 you.r Dext Newslefter to membe$:

WANTEDT I.

Aspiring Hemingway, Richardson, Churchill, Fratklin, Herbert, McCullough or. . . . . .. ?
To write tie history of Mehose - oldest town in the Flinders Raages. A11 research-aid
promised ... basic history and large range of taped metedal and photographs etc., on
hand ,, . all help and hospitality assured. Further infomation and inquiries please
wri !e:
IAN R" DAVIS, P.O. Box 33, MEIROSE, 5483 S.A.

Inserted on behalf of tne MELROSE HISTORICAL BOOK COMMITTEE.

Mafly thanl..s,

Yours si:rcerely,

(Signed)

IAN R. DAVIS - Chairmau,,

9. CURRENT RESEARCIT

The following outlines of cuflent tesearch have been provided as a result of lrry requests
in recent Newslettejs atrd tur persotr. I am very pleased to receive tlese and look lotward
to receiving many mote descriptioos of research aad tequeats for inJormation from both
rnembers and non-members of the Society. In this way you can botl hetp and be helped
by otler people interested in the history of Sout} Australia. Nerrrsletter coueq>ondende
may be addressed to Ms. S.E. Marsden, C/o P.O . Box 203, Nortl Adelaide, 5006.



PETER L. MOORE,
34 Birkinshaw Aveuue,
Tranmere S.A, 5073.
18 February 1978.

The Edit-pe$ou,
Historical Society of S,A.

My Dear Ms Malsden,

I would be grateful iI you could acquaint your rcaders with my curent historical research
proj ect, in the conJident hope that they may be able to be of assistance to me in it. An
exchange of information witl interested persons could be an excellent short-cut in what
Itromises to be a long and tedious process, to the mutqal satisfaction of both parties,

The topic is, simply and broadly, t]1e Legal frofession io South Austraua, To explain,
I should say tiat I have the commission of the Law Society of South Ausaalia Inc. to
vffite a history of tle profession from 1836 to 1916, and, if possible, to deal witi t-he
period to 1942.

1979 is the centerury oJ the foondation oI tlte Law Society in Souti Austalia " Its early
life appears to be e 1itt1e barren, both of significant primary sources and of important
1ega1 issues. To chronicle the Society itselj would be an altogefier two-institutional
approach to tie hofessionrs 1ife. Hence, a broader-based professional history is
envisaged,

The priDciple appoach will be biographical, acting on t}Ie prehise that t]le profession is
simply a group of persons with simila! traiDing and aspilation in their trork-lives. Accord-
ingly, I arr keen to develop contacts witl individuals and Iamilies who could lead rrle to
pdmary sources aod other information about members of the Legal hofesrion. Pictorial
records, as well as items o{ professional interest, viz. law books, seals, wigs, gownsl and
otJrer legal miscellany, would be of great iirterest.

A second approach will be to trace the growth of professionalism - the adherence to
priDciples of an ethical nature whereby the individual legal plactitioner conducts his affeirs
aod those of his clients with high standalds of integrity, honesty, aDd leaming. Hence,
the attiiudes and responses of lawyers to all sorts of social and legal questions will be

And while I am about itj I shaII cofltinue working on tle life atrd times of Sir Edwin Thornas
Srnith KCMG, and his residence rrThe Acaeiasrr (!Ev, Loreto Convent, Marryatville), I
world be gateful if any person who can be of assistance in this much longer-term project
could make themselves knoM to me.

If couespondence is addressed as above, or through t}Ie Society's address, I wi1Ibe happy
to reply to any inquirer and arrange a convenient meeting time and place. My telephoae
number is 31 9256,

You$ sincerely,

(Sig ed)

PETER L. MOORE.



BURNSIDE HISTORY

t
t

Elizabeth warburton is preparing to rr,rite a history for tie Burnside Counc . she would
y_"l-::T: ilj9"i,",ion flqm anyole who krew dte'area iD earlie! a.caaei, o"rrri. UA-f""g.
rc, ord lamrhes there. p-tease vrite to: Mrs, E, WarburtoD, 3 WeloDa place, Rosbevor-
5O73 or ring 337 5464,

MARION HISTORY

Alisou_Dolling.is presently carrying out research io order to write a history of thedistict oI Marion. She would also welcome any histotical information a6out the area-
She-has also written a descripfive account of t}le Marion landscape recollected flomgirlhood and obtained ftom her research so lar. This will be puBlshed io &e next
Newslette!.
If you have any informarion please !i!g her, 79 SO53 before 9.30 a.m, or betiyeel5.@ - 9 "00 p"m.

UNLEY CITY COUNCIL ARCHIVES

Unley City Couicil is creating an Unley Archives and vrould like to receive dolations
from t}le _public ofg:I items ftom tlle past, especially those concetned with thenflo.ry ot the unley area, and worild also like to keep a register of all otler such items
wnlcn remaln in Ptivate cate.
Please contact Kevin Jones at tlle Coufcil Offices, 272 23ctr, extension 34.

10. ARTICLES

The firal pelt of rlThe Legend of George Ezekiel Mason', by Jean Schmaal.

'Lovegrove is a lame which calries a story of compassion . It seems t}Iat the first
Loregrove,(a, pubticar oI We[ington) one day was iiding through the swamps when he
h-eaxd- a babyrs cry, A searctr through the reeds broughr to light a small, apparentll,
:ia199ned,, abgriginat baby.boy. 

- 
The kindly horserian gath'ered up thd tirili woebJgone

bundle and took it home, whels +.e srnall one gew iD time iuto a 
-mong y6,-g t"a]

graced with.tie name lrNipperrr. rrNipper( when he grew to young *.rtioira 
".lrlestlathat he be allo$'ed to go to Point Mcleay, to be amdng his ovyn kind- Evenuraily

"Nipperrl_married, alrd living out his lUeipan at the Mission Station. handed on tle
Dame ol l,ov-egrove to the present day. Mr. Frank Lovegrove (since-deceased)was
alhrays proud oI t}Ie fact that he was_olle of the first aborlginej rc be employei as a
C,ovemment servant - he was a mechanic at the Mission ill his late, llfe tiirre.

John Creed Lovegrove (a grand-son ofJt4ason) enteled the S,A. police DepartmeEt
and speut many yeals in the Nolthern Territoiy at Newcastle Waters and -dli;a;;tgr,
where a street is named in his honour. In timi he wes promoted to be an Iospeitor " 'in Darwin where he relaained until hjs retiiement when'he returned to Alice Sprinls.

Stories and landmarks about the district have preserved the name of Mason for over a
_century, At qe dme when coasideration was-beihg givetr to t}Ie buitding of ttre firstbridge across tJre River MulEy in Soutl AusEalia, "M"asonrs Crossing, not-far ftom thenative reserye, was one of t}le places suggested.

7,



Masonts Lookout Ifrom where it is said Mason watched for tigns of smoke ald .ig::L :rc=native campffues) is clearly signposted near roday,s Ashville-on rl-le way to \leai4re .

Mason,s Rock (a great mass of grey-gteen $enite) pushes out into the w.t." ,ear'llao=--,=
and Masonrs Creek flows into the swamps,

Family hadition has ir that, following upon his appointment as sub_hotector of Abc.igi2.3_
Mason planted the rirst four wirlows o, the Murray_near his quarters on tlre aboricipal 

-'1e-serve,. 
Theser 

.iJ 
not acrua-lly the -Iirst willows planted on i:he Murray banks, wlrecertainly among the Iirst. Masonrs Hill is nearby.

One of- tJre stories of Masonrs police activities tells how, when escortinq a native orisoner_*1lt:9 1.1 murderr, ro Adelaide, Mason almost feu victim to a tomaha-wt attack ^by his 
,

prrsoDer, but was able to shoot and wound his would_be_assailant in the leg, after vhichhe always rl.ept with his gun near at haod.

A more colourIul tale tecouitts how a Govemment surveyo! was travelling t}rouglr tl1edistrict in t-he heat of summer and planned to swim in the river. Mason ient a |oung lubrawith him as a guide, waming him of the treachery of the river. On reaching tlie wa"ter;sedge, much to tle emtranassnent of the- Surveyor, but with none t" irerselfr"sfre aropfea
het 

-garm_ent 
(made from a flour bag) aod stood'spiendidly naked, before dhe dived into tllecooling deptis,

At Masonrs death it was said ,Earry-sectle$ will no doubt recal the quality of the man
{the oldest settle-r_in rhe disrict)- ' l.tr. U.-" *". 

" 
;; ;;;;;;;r;rrance and sotdiertv

f,"-rt1"gr. SooO acldress, courteous in.maDner and obliging by nature,- Being well up ilrolrrcral torms and conespondence his advice was often soughL and readilv obtained bv
ll:::.rqll.*,.; Hrs disposrrion was kind and gentle and he-was ttk"J;;Z ;;;;;;ieveryDody. L have oever heard o{ his quarrelling wir}r anyone. Mr, Mason iid no, 

"it"in3-ve"y -9"?9! age, being only 65. The-re is no doubt that ihe hardships a"d p.lvafious oi---his eerly lile,at Welliagton told upon hir once powerful frame 
"od 

sioog constituEion. Heha-. otten had to live-on kangarco and such roots aod herbs as the nativei procure, with
sa.lt pork to give a relish to lhe mess a_nd make it at all palaleable, altei quirl"r_rig th;Goveroment service Mr. Mason turn-ed his a-ft,ention to slieep farming and spent thEevening of his days in that guiet and peaceful occupation.,i

Perhaps i! was tiat kindry disposirion thal red to tre family's adop.ion of the small nativeoaoy lourd abancroned, and which was taken to the Mason home and reared bv them. sheasnrmed trre tamily name, and fron theoce lorward was known as Jessie Maso,n.

After tl1-e burning of tie Mason home tie-family lived tot far from where Wellington
Post and Telegraph OIIice is today though no sign of it remains. Mi. Fred Mason fa sont
used the.place as a depot to leave parcels when on his mail trips. The buildinq is tiousiltro nave been constructed oI material salvaged from shipwrecks along tie Cooro-ng, somE
say from dre itl-Iated I'MariaI itsell.

A little-kuown facet of the Mason story is t],e fact tiat v/heu the uewly_built WellingtonHall,was completed in 1901, a large sione taken from the old,'Covetnment Houserrbur.ldrng was used as a foundation-stone in the new erection.

George Ezekiel Mason, soldier, police hooper, one-time guardiah of the native Deorrles-
-lrves 

on tn p.Iace names which abound in tfie district. His story is surely one thai sh6uld,be recorded for posterity.

8.
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The following a$icle is part of oue of the text oI a talk given by Kerrie Willats, who was .

one of tfie speakers on t}Ie historical walks couducted by the H. S. S.A . at the {Life be in it!'
Car:dval at Bonytlolr Padr dudng tlle Festival of Arts (March 12th).

The Adelaide Caol 1836.1848 by Kerrie Willats

Witlin a few weeks of the proclamation of the colouy a film of builde$ tel,dered for tl-re
erectiou of a woodetr gaoL" Already there were some prisonets, maioly Irom amongst t}le
madnes, who were kept in irons on The Buffalo until it sailed in Jrme 1837 $'hen two
prisoners were temporarily transfere?EEE.Eip the Tam Orshanter aod the Buffalo took
away the wolst Prisoners.

A gaol was then erected on shore consisting of a teDt with an outdoor afuing ground enclosed
wit}I a rope aromd rvhich oDe o! treo tunkeys paholled with a Blown Bees musket, Because
of the ease of esc.ape, plisoners were kept heayily iioned and allowed little exelcise. In
tlle tent tley slept on the bare grormd without blankets. The settlets felt tiat t}Ie plison did
notling to detet olfendets atrd tJre law was beiug made a laughing stock.

Early in 1838 the tent was replaced with a wooden trock up house of 2 comp4rtments each
9r x 10r. Other buildinp were adde4 the whole was srrl ounded by a piae fence with a
wicket gate at which a senty was stationed. The gaol vras buil.t to house 8 prisoneis but in
fact held 30 at tiBes. W.B. Ashton was appoiated govemor of the gao1. Maribes acted as
warders. Escapes were hequent. The Sherilf eomplaioed one could not rely oo tlle
vigilanee of the mari]xes. The gaoler was replaced in mid 1938 and due to tJle rough
methods of t}Ie lew gaoler escapes became less frequebt,,

The prisooers were mostly sailors or runaway conyicts. Six months after C,overnor Cawletts
alfival 6 prisone.s escaped and a larger police force had to be al4)roved.

The register oI prisone$ for the week ending Novernber 24, 1838 shows 19 ptisoners, 2 of
them having already beeu tlere for 4 mo[ths, for *te lollowing offences:
4 felony, 8 assault, 1 settiDg fhe to a house, 4 sailors - neglect of duty, 1 attempted
robbery" t horse stealirg-

In August 1838 there had been 13 prisooers, 20 by December" Most of tJrem wele still
awaitihg trial and t}le next sessiors wele aot uatil Apdl. Mairy were sick and the sheriJl
compleined tlat the colonial surgeon never went rear the gaol,

The gaoler had for use iu t-he gaol: 4 pair shackle handcuffs, 3 iron bars, 1 small padtrock,
7 pair cross irons, 3 iroD pots, 1 frying pan, set oI iron work for stocks. i water caik.
2 washing tubs. Bedding: 8 beds, five s&etchers, and 15 rugs. Tools; 2 shovels, -

1 cross cut saw, 2 axes, 1 bullock chain.

As the economy of t-he colony became worse, the lrumber oI debtors in tJre gaol increased.
Accordingly buildings were added to the oliginal wooden structule. By 1840 the gaol
consisted of a stone building for 12 prisoners, tlle origin.l wooden building and a wooden
building fo} female prisorers, T'here was a 5r high feuce stfroundiug the buildings wit}t
E)ikes on tJ}e top, These were already disiategrathg. There rras no other gaol in tJle
hovince so all prisoiers from county disbicts vrlere sent to Adelaide,

Solitary confioemeot was impossible . Those sente ced to hard labour had lotlling to do,
An attempt to make them rork at tJre consEuctious going on at tJle Port failed.

The inmates chatted with tlleir friends over the 5r fence and bottles of spirits were easily
smuggled in ovej t}le feDce when tfre warderrs back was tumed.



ln March 1840 it was decided tc me.ke Jome ure of prison iaboir on the roads or public
wodis. Chain gangs dressed iE a conspicuous uniform sf red c.:p, grey jadtet wiih
number on the back and red trous€rE were ser ro work toadm:king irom sunrise lo sffiset
at Noth Adelaide . The men were ao ger 3d. a day for good v\ioik . Ir was noc velv
successful. F?iends came to look on and brought refreshirenrs 4nd sometimes the"'
\dho1e gaog - guerd. ilcluded- staggeted back to the Gaol intcxicated.

The additional buildings in 1839 did Dot relieve the accommodation problems, Debtors
had to mingle with felons ard by May 1840 there were 70-80 prisoneis altogether.

To be coutinued

lr -




