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:.',- . R.-:, . La1-:cr .r:d Prolessor Eric R.lchards .

- Scccrsh E\'eii:l \1r. Laytcn and hofessor Richards will speak on t}leS;:- ,: S:uul .iust:li: ard a suitable Scotlish suFper ma1. be pror, ided

i::c.:r,, S:pte=ber 1st, I.00p.m.
S:a:e Li'::il' Lecture The:tre.
\1iss -r. .)'1 , Dolling.
P:lte:xs c{ P:c:reeri:Ie.
\lis Dcllj.rg has been researching the history of Marion ard has published
Ci:onlcle C?:::eos under tl:e n2:ne ivlary Brcughtco.

NLARTT\D_\LE EALL, SATLrnfr\y 12TH A,UCLTST, 1978.

Ms. Ho has alranged tor a rip to dle renowned Martindale Hall and National Trust Cuides from
the Clare- Branch uill be leeding a toxr oJ Lhe Hall and also present Devonshire Tea (at a
charge cf g1 p€r Derson).

Date Satr:rday 12d! August from 9.15 a.m. to 5.30p,rn.
4:glj'.:*:-rE A bus will take mernbers ofthe trip torr Adelaide. please meer xt8,SO a,m.

at $e trfar iU(.=orial in Kintore Avelue, ACelride. please bring your own
lunch. The Hal1 is booked fiom 10.30 a. m. to 3 .OO p.r..r.



The cost will be $5.00 for members and $6.00 Jor non Inembers. This
includes the entlance fee o{ $2 per person at t}le Ha11. Bookingo- should
be made with the Secletaly, Ms. S. Moss, C/o Box 203 P.O., North
Adelaide, 50O6. Bookings close on July 31st

RI!'T,RTON, SATURDAY 16TH AND SUNDAY 17TH SSPTEMBER, 1978.

To serve as a practical follow-up to tfle recent Local History Seminar by providing members
with oppoltrmities to collect and record oral history at fiIst hand and as a chance to mix
with ot-her HSSA membels, t-his tlip has been organised by HSSA Council membe! I/h. DaD
ManDing . There is a small nucleus of history-oriented people in the town and contact lyitl
residents will be made through the good offices of various local organisations, The Disbict
Council, High School and Chamber of Commelce have agleed to co-opetate and consider
that tiis Field Trip will give great impetus to interest in 1oca1 history ill Rivertoo,
Riverton people have asked that ou! members make available copies of iDJormation
collected dluiag t}!e weekend.

Riverto is 95 kms (60 miles) from Adelaide and it is expected tlat tl}e activities will
begin witl1 a meeting with lesiderts at 10.30 a.m. Saturday, Further details will probably
be available at the next HSSA meeting.

Dirurer 7.@p,m. Saturday at Hotel Centlal. Thlee couNes with choice of
main course. $6.00. Members book through Secretary HSSA by
September 10t11 at t}te latest.
Riverton residents will be invited to join us for dinner. They will book
dilect wit]1 the hotel.

Speskers for Dinner: A speaker o! speakers will probably be available from the Riverton
aroup and there will also be opportunities for those membels who wish to,
to give resumes of their dayrs work.

Accomlllodatioo: Hotel Central (1 double, 2 single, 4 twin roorns). Bed and blealfast
$13 per head.
Rhynie Hotel (3 miles) (2 double rooms), Bed and breakfast $11
pe! head.
Rivelton Hotel.
Saddleworth (6 miles). Two hotels.
Auburn (12 miles). Rising Sun Hote1. Bed and break{ast 911,50,
Aubun Motel, Bed and lighi breakfasr $21 double, 915 single,
$27 tamily .

Members should make tieir ow11 arangements fot accommodation. Book
early.
Arralgemeots can be made for members wishing to take ceravans to use
facilities at Riverton Recreation Park. Advise the Secretary, HSSA soon,
as bookings must be made with t}le Distict Council,

II you wish to take part in this valuable {ie1d trip please contact the
Secletary by September 6tI.

Applicatioos:
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a HISTORICAL SOCIETY AFFAIRS

H.S.S.A. SOCIAL COMMITTEE

At the CouDcil Meetiig on 18th May, 1978, Council Members explessed concer[ about
the lack of social contact emong and involvehent by Society members. A sub-committee
was established to deal witll social activities. The members of tbe Social Cornmittee
are Ms. Sandy Malsden (co-ordinator), Mr. Ian Harmstorf, Ms. Liz Ho and N'lr. Dan
ManDing, and they welcome any suggestions for activities ol assistance.

Ms, Marsden delivered the filst leport of tJle Social Committee at the subsequent Council
meeErg on 15th June, in which several activitles were proposed. These include the oral
histoly we€kend at Rivelton described above and the arangement of blod< bookings for
Society members on the 'rSteam Ranger" steam haifl tide to Bridgewater. The ride to
be arranged will be on Sunday 8t} October, 1978 and as tlese tlips aie extremely popular
it must be booked well i]r advance . If you wish to take t}le trip please contact tbe
Seeetary (Ms. Moss) o! one of tle members of tl-re Social Committee by the time of t]]e
uext meeting (August 4th). Children are welcomedr.

CURRENT MEMBERS

This Newsletter includes a list of financial members and organisations which exchange
Newslette?s $rith H.S.S,A. This list isupto date (July, 1978)but if anyone has been
omitted, o! wishes to relrew their subscription please cootact tle Secletary 

"

MEETINGS

Is Friday the most convenient night to attend tfle monthly H.S "S.A. meetings, and at
the preseot location? ln order to consult members about their prefeletces the
questroruraire below is included. Please state yout pteferences and retuxD t})is (or a copy
if you want to keep the Newsletter intact) to the Secretary.

NEWSIJTTER ADVERTISINC

At the last Council meetinS it was moved tiat tle Society charge a fee for advertise-
ments for books and other materials published in the Newsletter and that tle Jee be



waived or settled at discretion to be exercised by t-]1e hesident, 
. 
se cretaryr Tleasul_er and

Newsletter Editor. The Secretary will also notify publishers of Australian historical

-"i""iri.iA" "-rstence 
oJ t-lre 3ociety's Newslettir and charge a minimurn {ee Jor

advefiising.

4. BOOKS

1, Adelaide Road Passen8er TransPgl!'

Brian Samuels writes: About 10O people at our Jrme meeting heard Dr ' John Radclilfe
I"lj" 

"il-l.r, 
ia" -"rttqinR i llustr ated' le cture on Adelaide's road passenger uansPort and later

i""""."i i. *.-g;" o"o Trs."o r"d and cleam drop cenhe car No 282, built by
iilplr{r"rf.rl-C-' oi-Sd*""artor". Those whosi interest was captured may_care to read

a; ;;if;i;; ;o;; ;;til.ki"; - several Adelaide bookstores stock manv of trem while

;; i;. iitid; Museum stocks the Traction Association publications and a Sreat many on

inte$tate and overseas systems.

ADEIAIDE ROAD PASSENGER TRANSPORT - A SEIECT LIST OF BOOKS

Australiat Electlic TransPort Museum (S 'A ' ) Inc {Austxalian Electric Transpolt

Museumr! lAdeIaide 1974 )'
.C ;"tt-iu;o"a"a 32 page guide to the Museum's collection which also

i""i"a", , brief outlini 5f Ad"f id"'* road passenSer tranE)ort history '

"The Tlamwavs ofAdelaide" (The Critic, Adelaide-1909' facsimile edition
' '' li,liiJi,?ii uli ii. 

" 
etrIra IsTtl 'A cbmplete ltlust'ated and Historical

5"""""i" of *" Adelaide Tramways from the inception of the Horse Trams to

tf'"' irrr.rg*"ti"" of tJre present magnificent ELECTRIC TROLLEY CAR SYSTEM " 
I

I. Badqer rHolse Drawn Vehlcles in South Australiai, njournal of the Historical
Societv of Soulh Australiar! No 2, 1976 pp 18-29'

"Australian Horse-drawn Vehicles (Rigby, Adelaide 1977)'

M. Co1we]1 rrThe History of the Noarlunga Disfiict'r - ."^ -Ga"Lii" lg74 pb 46-56. Early roads, bullockies and coaches'

Director-General oI TransPorttrPublic TransPort in the Adeleide Mebopolitan
----- R"gloo" (Adelaide i973). An outline of tutLue plans'

L.S. Xinssborough 'rThe Horse Trarnways ol Adelaide and its suburbs f875-l9O7r"'-' 'iii8;;,-;fl;,'d or s.a ', Adelaide 1967) pp 8s + aPpendices'

T.C. Radcliffe 6 C.l.M. SteelerrAdelaide Road Passenger Transport 1836-1958"
"-' iit#;;t ilaid of Soutl Australia, Adelaide 1974)pp 19o' out of print '

State Transport Authority 'rDevelopment oJ Street Transport in Adelaide'r '
Revised PeriodicallY '

"Transit in Adelaidet'. (Adelaide f978)pp2O'
A very brief outline of tl1e preceding 100 years of street public hansPort "

C. Steele E R. V{heaton "Adelaide on the Move 1878 ' f978' /Arrstralian Elechic
Traction Associatio", t;;;;l';t Ao alb-um of photos'covering both citv and

,"U*1"" "o"i." 
pl,blishei to'commemorate the centenary of the openiDg o{

Adetaide's first ilorse tramway lt features mainly electric trams and buses'

R. lheetonrrDestination .'. Paradise't (AITA, sydney, znd Edition 19751p'p52'
".'"ia i""rt"i".i ind photographic reviiw oJ t e Lltcttic trams and trolley buses

ot tfru lf""i.ip"i tramiays Trust Adelaide, South Austlelia'l



R.T. l\4reaton et al "Railways to the Bayrr (AETA, Sydoey 1971). The Glenelg
Railway and Tramway.

2. E.H" Coombers 1910 Ei$9ry_9!S91491. Reprint edition.

Ephrairn Henry Coombe boln South Gawler 1858, was educated at Mr. L.S. Burton!s
school. He became a journalist with an appointment in 1888 as correspondent to
Adelaide "Registel'and then in 1890 editor of the Cawler rrBunyiprr, followed later as
editor of S.A. Itstitutesr Journal from 19M 

"

He was appointed one of the Governors oJ the Public Library, Museum and Ait Gallery of
S.A , from 1901-1906.

l\4r. Coombe became i[volved in scores of Gawler committees - sport, lodges, education,
philanthropic, music, literary, chess, insome instances holding office for 18 yeals.

He made two unsuccessful attempts for Pailiament in 1896 and 1899, and then in 1901 was
elected lor Berossa district and every occasion was le-elected eveD when rnoving to
Adelaide to live in 1913. At a political meeting in Port Adelaide Towu Hall ia April
19L7 he had a heaft attack from which he died sevelal days afterwards. In 1909 in the
Peake Minishy he became Commissioner of Crown Lands.

In the pleface of his history he stated I'it was a task of !a!e pleasure - a labor oI lovetr'
This is borne out in the 47O pages, included in which ale 150 of photographs of
personalities who each cootributed in making Gawler fre second town in the colony.

A quote from the first paragraph in chaptel one:
rrlt should afford the resident of the 'rColonial Athensrr 100 years,
or, maybe, 500 years hence, who wishes to engage in lebospective
imagi ings concerning his Iocal habitation some fablic of fact upon
which to build the qeations of his fancy. rl

There is no need to wait for 1@ years to elapse fo! at appreciation of t}le history.
5OO orders have already been received for 10OO eopies which will be available in July
1978. It will be a collectols' item in hard cover with a recommended retail price
$14.50 a copy, plus postage.

Contact Mr. E,H. Muller (phone 08-258020) C/o Rosedale P,O., S.A, 5350 or
tr4r. A. Osterstock, Austaprint, 11 E1m St., Hampstead Gardens, S.A. 5086.

From July 1, 1978 postage ratesr- Within S.A. $1 .25; Vic. Tas. N,S,W. $2.50j
Qld. N,T. W.A . $3.20.

3. W.B, Pitcher Victorian and Edwardian Adelaide from old photogr3Eg (Johnffi
Briao Samuels rrites in his !eviev/: This book is a delight. The teproduction of the
photogaphs is excellent, tleir variety enormous and, in co[trast to the many collections
of o1d photographs which convey a very static and often unpeopled wor1d, these photo-
graphs bring Adelaide to lile .

We see757 schoolcbildren planting 757 trees on out first (1889)Arbor Day, the remark-
able basketwork display ol D . E. Tannert of Rundle Strcet, horse -collar makels at
J.A. Holdeu's, Muirdenrs Business College students in 19!2, a St. Patiid,(rs Day
procession in 1904, many choice examples of Iashionable dress and a Gilbert a1ld
Sullivan group of police posed outside the Norwood Police Statio[ in 1913.

5.



Sport, transport, hotels, religion, educatiot, and houses are some of the other topics
covered. Of cu$ent interest to members is an e)(cellent view of t]Ie diaiog room at tlre
'rAcaciasr' (now Loreto Convent) and an 1899 photo of a chutch fete in the grounds.
Interior views of t}le SoutI Australian Hotel are equally iDteresting.

The short captions to the photos are usually adequate and occasionally expand thoughtfully
on the basic lnformatioo . The inboductory text suJfers from attempting to cover 80 yea$
in 5 pages arrd some statenents there can be questioned. However, the book will be
bought fo! its photographs and orce bought will be perused time and time aeain.

It is the only work of its type available now that A1lan Sierp's Colonial Life
Ausnalia (Rigby, Adelaide, 1969) is out of ptint.

in Soutl-r

4 . Books available frcm the Port Adelaide Historical Society

Ron Thiele t'Ketch Hand" $2 . 50 ($2 .80 posted) - A {irst-hand account of liJe on the
ketches. The only book of its kind on South Australian vessels.

R. ParsonsrrPoit Misery and the New Port $1.50 ($1.8Oposted) - Mentioned in t}Ie last
Newslette!, this book fills a long-Jelt 8ap iD Soutl Aushalian history and is
currently the Societyts best sellet. The Society stocks some of his,other books,
including I'B1ack Diamond Line of Collie$rr and'rYorke Peninsula Shipping'r
(Both $1 .20, $1 .50 posted), and rrThe Nar,ry in South Australiarr ($2 .10, $2 "40
Posted).

B. samuels iDiscover Port Adelaideis Past" 2nd edition Aplil 1978. A visitorrs guide to
tJ}e district, which itcludes a walkiDg trail for the Port Centrers historic
precinct. 40c.

A11 of the above books can be purchased flom Brian Samuels at Sociely Ineetings or orilered
Jrom Box 254 P.O,, Port Adelaide, 5015.

5. Rich Val1ey

An account of tJre early life oJ Mclaren Vale with illushations fiom the personal records of
residents oI t}le Vale is available at the following locations in the Southern Vales area.

rrCottage Crafts'r - Mrs. U. Prime - o1d sales ofjice of lHardyts Wines!! - Mclalen Vale,
Southern Vales Winery" - Main Road, Mclaren Vale.

'rManJieldrs Newsagencyr' - Mairr Road, Mcleren VaIe,
'!Rosemaryrs Kitchen'r E Cenders winery, Mclaren Va1e,
rrCraft 0 Bottle Shop" (next door to Willunga Hotel) - MIs. Smith, High Steet, Willunga
I'Pulfordrs Newsagency" Higlr Street, Willunga

and also from Mr I Max Ellis or John Mccregor (committee members), C,/o Mr . J.R -

Mccregor; 11 hidmore Ave.; Mclalen Vale, S.A. 5171' Cost $4.25 plus 60c postage '
Mr, Mcciegol, who is Honorary Secretary of the Mclaren Vale Institute suggests:

Ior an interestiog outing for those interested in making the trip dowu (wbich is closer to
Adelaide than one tl)inks) why not do a tour of our wineries and picJ< up your copy of
tie book at the same time.



HISTORICAL MUSEUM OF THE ART GALLERY OF SOUTIj AUSTRALIA

1. Mines and Mine$, mentiooed in tIle last Newsletter will continue to be on show
until Sunday 30th July .

The exhibition features pictures of South Ausbalian mioes and miners painted
by S.T. cilt duiing the years 1845-1850. These include six, large, panoramic
wate! colours of dre rmonster miner at Burla Burra in 1847 and 1850, by which
time it had become t}Ie richest copper lniue in tie wor1d,

The paintings are supplemented by cillis Iive1y lithographic porbaits of
prominent mine shareholders of tlle day and by tiree latge hand-drawn plans of
mines at Tungkillo, Kapunda and Burra showing al1 tlte underground and surJace
workings. The 1849 plan of t1-re Tungkillo mine is believed by the Department
oJ Mines and Energy to be the oldest plan of a metal mine in Australia.

Recent photograpbs show how the scenes and buildings pictured by Cill appear
today, and maps pin-poiflt tie numerous mines opened over a wide aree during
the 1840s. Documents and rbank notesr printed by early mining companies are
also on show.

Minersr picks ol the period, 'gads! used to break up the rock lace and a
rspider! designed to sticl< irto the rock or hang on a ledge while supporting a
candle are also djsplayed

2. The exhibition Explorers wi1lbe shovr'n in the callery's Historical Museum ftom
AUgUSt tZ - (JCtOber ZZ.

For further information please coutact Dr. John Tregenza, telephone 223 8494 ot
223 8489 .

E DI SPLAYS

Gallery and Flistorical Museum Hours

Monday - Saturday
Wedoesday
Suoday
Public Holidays

6. HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND EVENTS

PORT ADEI.A.IDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.
10,@ a.m. - 9.00 p.m.

1 .30 p. m. - 5.00 p.m.
10,00 a.m. - 5.OO p.m.

h

I

Membership of t}Ie Society is from July to June. Subsoiptions ere 94.00 single, $6.00
dual and $2.00 for pensioners and sfirdents. Subscriptions include 4 islues of the
Societyrs very inlormative rrPortonian'r, Please send quelies or payment to the Society,s
postbox nurnber, Box 254 P.O., Pofi Adelaide, 5015, or at meetings.

Meetings are held in the Hall of the Uniting Church, Commercial Road, Port Adetaide
at 8.00 p,m. on the third Wednesday of each month, Next meetings are as follow:

August 16th: Capt, J.M. Thomson - "Eddie Farrow and Le fel.re
Schoolr .

7.



September 2OtI: Madtime heservation.
Ociober 18th: Mr. M. Lockley - 'rEducation at Glanville/EtJrelton. '
November 15th: Old-timers remember Clarrville /Etielton .

NEUST.ETTER EXCIIANGE

During Jule - July, $7a the following Newsletters were received:

The National Trust of Soutfr Aushalia Newsletter '
Newsletter of the Royal Austla1iaD Histolical Society
Poltonian
Royal Western Australian Histoiical Societyrs Newsletter
Ca beEa E Dishict Historical Society Newsletter.

THE HERITAGE BILL

In t]1e Nationel Trustrs June Newsletter ale lePorts of recent legislation and associated
events which are of greet importance not oDIy to National Trust members but also to every
Derson who is intereslted in corNervation. This is t}le passing of tie Heritage Bi1ls, includ-
ine the Sout], Austrauan Heritage Bill, aud the establishment of tfre National Heritage
Commission aod National Estate funding.

This legislation should bind govetnments to do some of the wotk the National Trust has

been do-ing and may also leat to uew restraints on o1!!!efi of histolic buildings ' It should
also focus-attention on designatinS, identifyiug, assessing and labelling of items and aleas
of our heritage.

A Commonwealth Gove?nmeflt grant to the National Trust of Soutl Australia under t]re
National Estate programme is enabling tlle Trust's Urban Conservation Comrnittee to begin
work which co"ld lead to policies Ior ihe conservation of settlements of historical

. architectural, to'wnscape 6r landscape value in South Australia. Mr . David Scobie has
'been employld as rese'arch officer. 

_ 
Towns which have already been suggested as being

worthv oi soecial study are Auburn, Bura, Hahndorf, Paechtown, Moonta, Coolwa,
Melro'se, Mintaro, Wiilunga, Rob6, Kaprirda, Gawler, Mitcham, Shathalbyn and Pofl
Adelaide.

This work marks a change from tJle Tlustts previous Pre-occuPation ],'ith tie merits of
individual buildings aodis ir1 litte with a growing emphasis around the world on area con-
sewation , I{rs. Judith Bline, t}le Deputy Chahperson oI the Urban Conselvaaon
Committee hopes that as the wolk develops, possibly to incllude the P-romotio of interest
and support foi urban conaervation, its membership will widen-to iDclude futeres'ted
people who may not have the professional iivolvement shared by tJIe curleDt m-embership '
ierliaps this wiil iDclude historians - who were conspicuously absent in the Souti Austalian
proposals.for the State Heritage Commission.

CONFERE}JCE - THE HISTORY OF SOCIAL 14ELFARE

FUNDERS I'NIVERSITY, THE 'PURPLE LOIJNCE'I IJNIO\ FRIDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER TO
SUNDAY 3RD SEPTEIVIBER' 1978.

T1}e Conleteoce is being convened here iD Adelaide at Flinders University for the
Australian Historical Asiociation, which is tJle society oI pro{essional historians wo*ing in
tertiary i$titutions .

The Conference statts at 9'30 a.m. Friday and concludes witi tea at 4.00 p.m. on Sunday'

8.



Topics include the history of aspects of govemment policy in Australia aod overseas,
dependent groups, alternatives to welfare, health care alrd public health as well as the
A "H,A. Annual Ce[era1 Meeting.

Registation costs $6.00 plus $3.00 each meal and accommodation extra. Enquiries about
registlatron can be dtected to Dr. B, Dicley, Senior Lectuer in History et Flinders
Universif,y lPhone 275 2448).

NATTONAL CONFERENCE - FOCUS ON OUR SOUTHERN HERITAGE

ADEIAIDE UNMRSITY, UNION IIALL and tNIoN CINEMA, SATURDAY 16TH
SEPTEMBER TO FRIDAY 22ND SEPTEA,{BER, 1978.

This Conference has been arranged by the ConseNation Council of S.A, lnc' and the
Department of ConLintriog Education, Unive$ity ofAdelaide. This Conlerence looks as
if ii will be oJ great interest and value to all people concerned with Soutl Ausualian history
and t}Ie envirolment. There will be speakers on South Austlaliars contribution to the
Natiorel Estate, botll the natural and t}Ie built environment, descliptions, problems,
policies, past and futurei avenues for action; case studies; workshoPs and totus. As well
is possible pre- and post- confelence excrusions to the Coorong and to the Flinders Ranges
(at exta cost)"

Registration costs $35.0O (excluding meals and a ccomrnodation) ,

REGISTRATIoN CIoSES WEDNESDAY 16th AUGUST, l9TS Registratiou forms and
colfelence brochures witl the programme of events are available ftom Dr. D Corbett,
'lFocus on our Southem Heiitagerr, C/o Department of Continuing Education, University of
Adelaide, G.P.O. Box 498, Adelaide S,A. 5001 (phone 223 4333 Ext. 2115).

S TEAMP.ANGER TOURS

A1l futue publicity for torus run by the Australian Ra ilway Histolical Society (S . A . Division )
Inc. will be unde! this byline as part of a scheme to promote still further the cause of steam
on the rails of Soutl Australia .

In addition the Societyrs ever popular school holiday trips to Bridgewater will now be called
rrThe Steamrangerrr and will run May to October on the second Sunday of each month as well
as r tie holidays.

Those wantlng to be notified o{ Steamranger Tours should write to tlat byline C/o 3 Adamson
Ave,, Belair, 5052 enctosing $3,00. That will secure you regular mailings of booking forms
on which the use of English to marvel at the world of steam leaches geat heights. Alterna-
tively forms can be collected fror[ t]1e S.A. Govemment Tourist Bureau "

Tours for this year include visits to Strathalbyrr and the Bleasdale Winery, to the Gawler
Show and Hamley Bridge, the Murray Bridge Weerama Festival and t}le Kapunda-Euduuda
Railway Centenary,

7. , LFTTERS T0..THE E.prToB. ANp CURRENT RESEIRCH

ANDAMOOKA - secondary students at the Andamooka Area School have received a $50O
graut (t}re maximum in S.A. ) from the Social Science Teache$ Association of Australia to
compile a pictorial history oI Andamooka,

The students ale very keen and have ilterviewed everyone in the towr and gatl1ered al] the

9.



inaterial they can get, including a lot Som the Mines Depattment ' Jhey have plenty ol

ii;:l;i;#. ih;i-doii o,*'".ds E.'t "" =* e'"" need or photos o{ Andamooka township

lnd surrounding areas, aborigines ';;-t;til?; 
befoe tgao' opal was discovered there in

;;3il";A; eirliest 'photo tiev have is dated 1943 '

Manv Deople who lived there have since moved on-and the students would welcome aEy

I'iiJ,-Ir.i5iirJ rr'olos ' The pi"to"i'iiJio" of the book must be comPleted bv

ffi;:#:;' ffi:I';;;d;;n-u" p""'""t'a to the conrerence ' A cheaper version mav

be produced for sale later'

The Principal, Mr. Peter Barnfield, phoned this request' as no mail cen be deLivered at

Diresent because of the rains. t'" gi'"I'"''t* *"fdotos'Jent to the school lor copyjng will

f.I:il;;;;; l.tl ,r,"t *'"t" u""'""ii"-t'i,n, cf o Andamoola Area School' Andamooka

Opal Fields, S .A '

MARTINDALE TtALL.

Editor.
Historical Sociery of S.A.,
P.O. Box 203,
NORTH ADEIAIDE, 5006.

Dear Editor,

In view of the iact that a party ol members plans to visit itMartindale HaI1" on Saturday'

X'";l'J'r,".;;;;;i;;"1-.1i##,'":i:'.f ;.H::1i.'"T"o.'j,fi"Xi"+:',f #;51:
Newsletter. At lhe same time, rt
;'"1::i;;r-;";.".,- p"o"iai"e, ;;;;;"' trat I have not missed the deadline'

Hoping tllat I am in time fo' the Newslettei, and also looking forward very much indeed to

YouI visit, yours siucele1y,

(lvfts. ) E.i ' SCHMAAL '

Mrs. Schmaal's artrcle follows in the next section o{ tJte Newsletter'

IIMARTINDALE HALLII
by Jean Schmaal

The distjict oJ Clare is singularly rich in the number of beautiful-a d"stately homes which

srace its counr4 side. such names i ,;Eurrg""""", rrKedlunga'r, !'wolEa wolte',r' r'Hughes

B;;i; ;;JN;i;';Ja1e Hall" are rLI ot considerable historic renown'

w1ren Toan Lindsay wrote tfle book irPicnic at Hanging Rock'r it was described as rra

J:::iil;i;"';i;;, i 

" 

'tan', 

"n 
it *," a"iia"a to tilir 6e storv it wa' necessary to rind a

illlil: i,il.i ..,i0 p,o.'ia" ' .*t't'itrIi u':lJi''g ot an earlier era to depict "Applevard

Coltege'r, the \cene ol , gooo o"'''oiAit evi1,"and the produ(ers we'e faced wilh no mean

task .

AfLer searchinq unsu.cesslully through rhe eostern Stales' 'rMartindale Hdllr" ncat Mlntarot

a delighLfuJ 1i;tle historic village near Clare' ceme unoer rlotr( e'
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A visit to the 'rHa1I' soon showed that the search was over, and it was here Lhat =a:: c:
the College scenes were filmed for the motion-Pictule which has since Pro\_ed to be : :e::
break-through for Australian filrn production. The scene discovered, clever dire.E:r3
and character-part acting did the rest.

riMartindale Hallt' stands today pretry much as it did when a leading Adelaide architec!
ramed Woods built it for Edmund Bowman and his bride-to-be in 1879. The buildiag hzs
not been spoilt by modern development a d built-up areas'

It is a splendid exemple oi a Georgian mansion standing in well kept Srounds witl sweePing
lawns aird lrlagniJice;t trees. It is conshucted of Manoora fteestone; the external walls
oJ what is known as rrcoulsed lockfacerr woik. T'he extelior of Martindale Hall is
irrplessive; the inside resembles a palace,

The large central hal1 on the ground floor is lit by a Sreat centla1 sk light and is linked to
the secoind stoley by a magnificent staircase of polished and calved hardwood. hide of
workmanship is llea.ly evident t-hroughout tl-re ;hole of Martindale. This is seen in the
$eat ltatia; fireplaces in the valious loomsr the intricate wolk of the plasterers end

fainters on the high ceilings and in the clever constluction of room cooling air-Yents
flanking tJIe windows.

But - to get back to the Halls begiDDings. rrMaltindale Hallr! has romance and tragedy
enough for a film in its own right.

Olle romantic stoly claims t}lat Edmund Bowman, before the Hall was built, was in
England on a holiday when he Jell in love with the daughter of-an English floblernan" She,
hoi{ever, was not aul<ious to leave dTe green fields of England for the unknown wilds oI
Australii, Bolvman promised that he would build het a home every bit as good as the one
she would leave behind. He sought the services of an English architect named Gregg,
and, ofl his return to South Australia, rrMartindale Ha11r' was buiIt.. The marriageJ how-
.v.i, ,r.ru" eventuated, Some yeari later Bowman married Miss Anoie Cow1e, a beautiful
and talented Adelaide girl.

So much for the romantic story. Aoother version of the Hall!s beginniugs (and one no
doubt much nearer t]1e truth) tells how the Bowman family always sent its sons lrhomerr to
be educated, Whilst in England yoxng Bo\arman visited the home of one of his school
ftiends. and being mu(h impressed by this srately ancestral home, conceived t}e ambition
ot erentually hating one likt it for himsel[. Eventually his dream became reality"

Edmund inherited much oJ the Martindale countly ftoln his father, Edmund Bowman the
e1der, who met his death tragically in August, 1866 " When passing from the woolshed
to thi house on his property near Port Wakefield, he had to cross a creek by means of two
rough logs witlout , htndrail. It is believed tl-rat his foot slipped, tiat he stuuck his head
as he fefl and drowned in &e creek below. He was only 48 years of age and left a

family of six .

His soo Edmund had lrMaltindale HalI' built at a cost of f.36r 00O at a time when a good
six-roomed suburban house could be built for f,500. R. Hud(son E Co' wele the con-
bactors and their workmen commenced operations in lannaryt 7879,

Edmufld lived in the style of the land barons of last century. He kePt e pack of fox-
hounds, ran a laciDg stable and had a private qicket gro@d on which at least one
visiting Erlglish Eleven played, The Adelaide Hunt Club met on his land once a year.

In 1892, because of disastrous stock losses in the north, Bowman sold lrMartindale Ha11'l

11.
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to Mr, W,T. Mortlock.

His son. having no heirs, bequeathed par! of his estate to the Adelaide Uaiversity '
;r;a;td;i; il;ili ;;;-a' sunlunaing 2'43 aees oI tand, as well as the 680-ac'e l4oftlock
f*"""i-"ii.f Station. form part of fue estate which his widow, Mrs' J'T' Mortlock,
g.i"ro*fy tranderred to the'Adelaide University in 1965 '

The university uses IMaftindale Hal1tr as a centre fol lesidential conJerences aod foI field
*ort ln-".rio.it f.."1ties. lt has an obligation to maiDtain the Hall as a home of histolic
;iJr#;;pr*erve the buiidlng as n"early as Po-ssible in its origin-al form ' Recently
;;;;;;-;;#ithing work has bee-n callied out ' Bv these mea-ns a fine histolic building
*iii U. p"t t. *"ttt i*pose aod not staud merely as a beautitul uaused shell "

A delightful deseiption of the HalI as it was 30-odd ye€ts -ago- tecently came my wa, " '
;:rtr" Ui.U*""a -.t J""rseer of Martindale Farm from f943-!945 ' We lived in a new house

;;A ;;; tu*i;., atl supplied bv the company,,about 2 m-iles from Martindale Hall '

orriion. ,r"r" extre'melv rii because of having bnly {our gallons of petrol per month,

prii"T rir; 
"f, 

*", used in getting the next issue of this fuel'tl

rrvisits to tJle low Iamous rrHalllr wele a real teat an! aaoy ao-aflemoon I walked there

,i,l'." *" t*"fichiidren, Robert, a toddlet' and the baby, -David, in t}e pusher, . We

-."" nir"o a delicious aftemoon tea always and Robert's delight was to go lnto lrle r<1[cnen

;;;"";;;k" ili;i; and choose his ov/r1 cakes' He was also very Iascinated bv a sEnd-
i,,n ar-rii oi rr*o"" ,,ear the doorway of the smokeroomr as well as by a very imPressive

d iiplay of grms on one wall.rr

rrEverr Chlistmas Mr. Mortlock called oir his wolkmen and made a gift to each member

oi tfrJ r"*iiy; it was always a well-chosen and really Seoercus gift""

rron Christmes Day, "J.'I." as N4r. Mortlock was fondly knownr..served as alta! boy jn t}le
fo""f Ao!fi"." Clir,ich, b".a..s. it wes Davidrs christeniug day'!r

rrA number of times we enjoyed beautifully seryed dinners with.him.in that fine big
ai"i"n-"oo*, T.T. dearlv loved shootiog as a past-trme and when he discovered my
i#.t# I;-*; f"ii.""io 'r, quail he oItJn mad-e a gift of ooe or two to me ' Such an

il'"*'rii"*lirv ,i"uia"a tr,J oppo"t -ity for Robert to- inv-estisate his cartridge belt' and

rrir'ul..liiir tli i"ta *rt.rt. rii was a ionely man and still unmarried then'rl

flone aftemoon iD the upstairs sewing room I was privileged to see some teasures bought
u, ii. -oul", and to ha've a beautilui work baskei givenlo me ' The bathooms aL the

U'.fl i^,"".1i-"V"-_" g"e"tlascio"tioo to -" "s -""Jthe peacocks stf,utting in t1e lovely old

Sarden.!r

Manv oeople Irom the disbict suEounding the Hall were delighted at the choice ol tlre
fu;d;ie pi..e as Appt"y*"a College, -and also inuigued by the Presence of the acto$

""Jiii-i"g 
.""*" .s tirly ,"ov"a intJ ictiou. (They lived in claie for several weeks

ir"inr oroiuction. ) Thev were quick to lecognise some ofthe scenes iu the comPleted
;til: ;;tarr;taker To* Hill's flock of ;hite tukeys, and to appreciate the 

-fact
at ri iiU.rtirra"t" Hall" had made a place for itseLf, not only in the history of our state,
but also in t}le present-day history of Australian film-making '

rrPicric'r maiks a milestone in that field, and no doubt many historiar8 will hoPe t}Iat

"tfr.i *""a oia U"ildings may be used aiong t]te same lines, and no! stand merely as empty
it as b?ens" which only-too oiten slip into uncared for obscurity '

rrMartindale Halltr half hidden by tlees and gtimpsed but briefly ftom the load by passing



traffic, has been a famous local historic mansion {or many years, Admissions have been
{ew and far between; for most oJ us it was a case of wishful thinking.

Following many enquiries about seeing where lPicnic'r was made Clare BraDch of the
National Trust took up the matter and now provides guides for the many visito$ who have
flocked to the old manslon over the past few mont]rs " Many people who have seen
rrPicnic" and perhaps read Joan Lindsayrs suspetse story have takeD the opportunity of
visiting lMartindale Hal1" and have seen the great staircase, and have pictured the
various scenes in t}Ie film, and, in imaSination, peopled the I'Collegerr wit}l
characters.

I'Picnic at Hangirg Rock'r proved to be a thought-provoking Jilm, one which concluded
oo a query. Was it tlue? Were none of the missing Appleyard College pupils ever
formd ?

Without doubt many visitors to the Hall will keep on asking those questions as tley go
away ftorn the old pIace. Come to t-hink of itrrwhat did happen to those girls and their
teacher?'l
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