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1 , NEXT I\4XETINGS

JUNE
Date and tipe: Friday, June 1 at I p.m.

State Library Lecture Theatre
Mr. J.L. Moss
South Australia's Colonial Labour Movement
ffier in the labour
movement for Dore than thirty years. He vrill speak on the,
embryo labour DovetDeltt at the colonyrs iDception and of its
subsequent develop!0ent and influenci .

Date and tiDe: Friday, Juiy 6 at 8 p.m.
State Library Lecture Theatre
Mr. David Dolan
Alfred SeUs 1823-1908: An Engush artist in South Australia.
Mr. Doian will be well-known, particularly as art critic in
the Advertiser. He wil.l. try to obtain a paintitg by Sells for
display at the Eeeting.

Place:



JULY - SPECIAL MEETING,

Mr. Ron Gibbs, who has just retired as President has proposed that the
H.S.S.A. hold a special meeting (irl addition to the usual meeting) te celebrate
the Society's fifth birthday by ilviting several speakers to give short talks on
lesser known South Australians.

This will be held at the State Library Lecture Theatre on Wednesday, July 18th
at 8.00p.m. The speakers and their subiects wili be:

Mr. R. Ellis: An aboriginal man and an aboriginal woman
Ms. A. Marsden: Adelaide Miethke
Prof. E. Richards: The fall and rise of the Solomon brothers
Mrs. E. Warburton: Mrs. Ellen Debney

2. FIELD TRIP . HAL! DAY, WITH OPTIONAL

The afternoon of Saturday June 30th is the time for an exploration of some

selected highLights of the Port District Counci] member, Brian Samuels, who is
the Honoraly Historian to the Port Adelaide Historical Society, will lead this
trip. There witl be no charge, but participants will be invited to spend up big
atihe Society's rooms, where a large number of books and Portonians are avail-
able for purchase I

Travel will be by private car, and any members needing transport are ilvited
to contact the Searetary on 268 5486. The trip wilt begi! with an optional
counter lunch at 12.30 at the Largs Pier Hotel, corner of Esplanade aDd Jetty
Road, Largs Bay.

Bookirgs are essential if you wish to partake. We ]rave asked the Hotel to
simply 

"provide its standard counter meals with no frills ($1.50 to $3.00) so the
*ftifi firnifv can attend without making it an expensive day. A tour of the Hotel
will follow at 2pm and non-diners should join the trip then. Built in 1882 as
part of an outei harbour scheme, the hotel is a very attractive arcaded build-
ing in a classical Italian sty1e.

Next on the agenda will be a visit to the Historical Society's rooms at 119

Semaphore Road, where a photographic display traces the growth of both
Semaphore and nineteenth century Port Adelaide The trip wiU conclude with a

walking tour of the histo.ic precinct of the Port Centre, which is a treasure
trove of nileteenth century buildings and contains many significant sites related
to the first decades of settLement.

There is of course much more to see i! the District - Fort Glanville, Glanville
Ha1l, Fort Largs, the nautical museums and the pockets of workers' houses and
middle class tillas scattered throughout the area and all repay close study '

However, the aiD of this field trip is to provide a leisurely introduction to th€
district and whet the appetite for more. (The real enthusiasts can submit
themselves to more Portonian propaganda by enroUing for the night classes
Dentioned elsewhere in this newsletter).



N.B. Bookings for the counter lunch are essential and close witi tie Secr€tary

-(phone 
2685486) on Friday June 22[d. Field trippers not indulg'iDg io a

couuter tunch should simply arrive at zp.m. and gather in the entrance
ha]I (no bookings required). As always, non-members are welgoDe to
attend.

Contemporary descriptions of tfre district in 1866 and in 1886 follow below:

PORT ADELAIDE - 1866

Port Adelaide "is a posta.l and corporate tow!, the principal shipping port of
the colony, and tie port of t}le metropo1is... It is situated on a mangrove
swaDp, on a saltwater creek or eotuary, knowB as the P_ort Adelaide chaunel...
Port 

-Adebide ]jes on the East side of the creek, in a low situation, and sur-
rounded by swamp; it is not, however, unhealthy, as the water is salt' Some

of the lower stretis are, however, liable to trundation, and a vast amount of
property was destroyed some time back by a catastrophe of this nature" '

Port Adelaide contains 1 stea8 flour miU (Hart's) also 1 in course of erection, 2

breweries, 1 boilermaker's works, also extenslve copper smelting works, estab-
tished by the Engtsh and Australian Copper company...

Port Adelaide has aU the characteristics of a seaport town; its shops, commodi-
ties, hotels, and manufactories, all seem intended for the accommodation of a

seafaring population. It contains Eany excellent buildings, and several well-
formed ;tr;eis. The custom-house, police court, railway station, and new town
hall (the latter opened in August of this year, by a coDcert g'iven by Mr' G'
Loder), are a[ ]ine structures, as are a.1so oany of the warehouses, mil1s,
churchls and chapels, The custom-house is the principal one of the colony,
and contains the ;ffices of the marine board. There is also a small theatre,
which is, however, rarely open for dra.uatic performances.

A locomotive railway, th miles in lengtl, connects Port Adelaide with the
capital. A coach road, also runs parallel most of the. distance, but it is in such
bad order as to be little used, and bears the unenviable notoriety of being one
of the wor6t kept and most greatly neglected roads in the colony. A temporary
hospital has been established at the police office by the government, from which
patients are removed to the Adelaide hospital.

The principal hotels in Port Adelaide are the Britannia, Port AdDiral, Ford's,
Wharf, SDith's, White Horse, and Railway. There are also several smaller
housei, The carrying-office of Messrs. Hill and Co., railway contractors for
delivery of goods per- railway, is in the township. The surrounding country is
flat and swampy; sand, ctay, aDd limestone rock.

The following banks have branches at Port Adelaide, viz:- The Union Bank of .
Australia, B;k of Adeiaide, National Bank of Australia, and the Bark of South
Australia. The churches are:- Episcopal Church of Eugland, Roman Catholic
cfr"."fr; "n.p"f", 

Wesleyan, Independenf, and Presbyterian. There i5 a post aod
mo""y 'o.a"i' ofi:ice, tilegraph itation, branches of th€ south Australian and
B""op""n insurance 

'officei; i company of volunteer rifles, a battery of volun-
teer artiuery, and a rowing club."
- R.P. Whitworth Balliere's South Australian Gazetteer aIId Road Guide

(Adelaide 1866)



PORT ADELAIDE 1886

,,Large mills, timberyards covering several ac,res of- g,l1l"d' great blocks of

warehouses, bonded stores ""i'I!St(]ntttt"' 
offices' a- fine pile of government

buildinss, an ioposing ,<>"n i'1Ul-"i"t"iy churc.tres ' Iong lines of sllops with

n!,rc Elass wirdows and a."p'iJiun-aJi ] busy hotels and buslling streets, all

i;il;ri;-il"t ;; Port is a plice of ti-fe and activitv "

- A. Garran, Picturesoue Atlas of Australasia (Sydney 1886)

TRIP. -EAST - OCTOBER

The Society would Uke to hold a field trip in the South-East this year' but' as

i;;;"il;-.; 'Lv 
"ora 

*o,,ra uiJ "f 
-ioo 

iiuch. time it mav be necessarv to flv '

rhis would push up tne cos?(':I ,'T1 }l"-lii:."]-,?*-ff"",3n0::::11:'}.f:'r'n* wourq puslr uP *" *;' ' Pld;;; the secretary know if ' despite the
about $120 to $150 Per Perso
l;li," ,I"1"""",i""ri^[" 

-rni.iJ"J'iIl ;;i"s ; this trip' o' ir vou have anv other

""gg"Jti."" 
(or your own private jet)'

3. HISTORICAL SOCIETY AFFAIRS

NEW COUNCIL

At the A.C.M. held in April the following peopLe were elected (or re-elected) as

;.s.-s.A. Council membeis for the year 19?9-80:

President:
Vice President:
SecretarY:
Treasurer:
Councillors:

Dr. Peter Howell
Mr. Ian Harmstorf
Ms. Stephanie Moss
Mr. Elmer Zalums
Mr. Peter Crush
Mr. Robert Fisher
Mr. Ron Gibbs
Mr. Dick Kearns
Mr. Dan Mauning
Ms Alex-andra Marsden
Ms. Susan I{arsden (Newsletter Editor)
Mr ' Brian Samuels

Ex-officio Council Dr ' J"h" ifif;;; (Journal Editor---.on studv leave)

;r:.;;;;; 
------- l't.. chrls Naoce (Actirg Journal Editor)

JOURNALS

Material for Journal No. 5 is presently being^typeset an-d.should be available to

I9?8 financiat members no tate'r inun i"'" Copies of Journals Nos 2' 3 and 4

;;"';ii-;;;L;ie-ior $6 00 ( $? s0 non-members)

PUBLICATIONS SUB'COMMITTEE

et tfr" ap.lt meeting of the H S S A Council the. above sub-committee was

formed. ro consider books tor ;;;u;r;;". by the Society _and for re-publication

as facsimiles (as requested) ;y";;"*a;;;t#ent Printer' If other members have

any suggestions ror r""si-Ils 
";t ;"i"tt publications-' please contact the

Secretary. Sub-conmittee t;;;"; "t" 
-ui 

i"i""ntt sue Marsden' Chris Nance

and Brian Samuels.



4. BOOKS

1. Brian Condon, S.A.S.S. (South Australian Soclal Science; a bibliography
and index) (Revier+'ed by Susan Marsden)

S.A.S.S, is a bibliography and index on computer, compiled by Society member,
Brian Condon at Hartley (formerly Murray Park) C.A.E.

There are about 1,500 items, mainly relating to S.A. history, drawn from the
major pubtished bibliographies (including Crowley and Zalums), private card
indexes aud theses (history, politics, geography, social science aspects of
architecture etc.). Brlan Condon hopes to add other bibliographies and indexes
to S.A.S.S. (this is one of the advantages of the computer) including the hold-
ings of the Archives and South Austra.Iian Collection, but this, of course takes
up much clerical tiue. If members have compiled card indexes and so on they
could also contact Mr. Condon.

S.A.S.S. is the most comprehensive ard flexible current S.A. bibliography and
index as it subsumes the previous works, presents the materlal under a greatly
iDcreased nuBber of headings, and is capable of continual updating and expan-
sion. For instance, for a thesis by J. SEith on land exploration in Australia
1800 to 1880 the full entry would appear under each of: aborigines, exploration,
Giles, land, pastoralism, Smith, Stuart, Sturt, 1800-1880.

There is a printout (at present being catalogued) which wi[ be available for
use (a11 5 large volumes of it) in the bibliography hal-l in the Reference section
of the State Library. Printouts are also at the Universities and these and liter-
ature searches may be purchased soon frolo Hartley C.A.E.

2. P.F. Donovan, Port Wakefield and district. A histor

Reviewed by Susan Marsden.

As Peter Donovan writes in his introduction, "Despite the proliferation of local
histories in recent years, this book makes no apolog"ies for its existence. It is
calculated to Dake a worthwhile contribution to both the local conounity of Port
Wal{efield and to the body of published work devoted to the history of South
Australia. It seeks no other justification. " Nor need it, This short book is
sensibly planned and clearly written. It outlines the development of Port
Wakefield through time, both in terDs of its own unique history as well as in
its South Australian context. For exaxople, the town plan (see illustration)
reflects the fact that the plans of early govemment touns such as Port
Wakefield differed from t}}e large nu-lober surveyed froo about L865 to 1895
which were usually closely modelled on Adelaide, The plans of the early towns -
were generally unique, and perhaps wakefield most of all, vdth an oval reserve
at the centre and the main road runaing north-east to south-west.

Simflarly, Port Wakefield's very existence was a result of the discovery of
copper at Burra and - despite being government-planned - the initistives taken
by the Pateot Copper Company to create an outport for the export of the
copper ore. Port wakefield survived the decline of Burra by becoming a maior
port for its rich rural hinterland, firstly for wool aDd then wheat. In fact,
i'Port Wakefield has only ever been an entrepot alrd a service centre," and



continues in this role. "1he revolution in transport technology ' which under-

Bined the existence of the lown during the intetwar period' now provides the

main economic slimLllus to tn"'iot'n "nE 
enables the inhabilants to do more lhan

;ff^ ;;';;'^;J"i"""" . " r" rt"i, r'" challenges other historians ' who seem to

dwell on the rise u.a a""ti"" ' oi'""oiut'oy 
-to*"" (Robe is another dxample) '

whilst ignoring the fact tt i'freq"entfy- if'"^1"-.1'utV to\/ns are still solid and

.".i.""t'rv- pl&peious and, u"-i"-iott Wakefield's case' with a population "not

a great deal less than ,, *t-i""-it <wnicnl does-not -require a great'level of

economic activity to tr,,,r,tn" Peter Donovan is one of the new breed of

South Australian historians *ft" Ot""-"ot relegate history to the past (or.to

Lii*f-r""" 
""i* rrr-ln"rllorta) r"1ir.., ir. ""." th;.historical processes -continuin_g

about him. and in a *itto. *"v 
-ittit 

is apparent in his reference to the "gaggle

;i-;;i;;'";;ns set aside i'rJtit""i uieti"v one'which i5 all that most people

t ""*' "'i1n" 
-*iii "gut *te"e ",.u 

t'oi u major feature- of the town's economy:

;#; p-;;; "lrpiov*.t'. 
for a great many Pori wakefield citizens "

His account of the social cvolution of the town- is'-I. think' not as successful'

He has |'.ad to deal with tht;;;;;;; ptotl"t tu""a by most writers of regional

;;,;ri"t 
*i*;""f--inciuded) 

"r'o"i'"i'-e 
a disparite- mass of ilformation:

deeds. dales, personalities -a pibf* iisritutions and p'lacing this within 
' 

a

;=;;;.:.;;i rir"i..v-.i li,t tni"'"t"") countv towns and to do iustice to thc

i.gtit"a" 
-;t..""; "ot tt . ' t#1," - "*ia""t" 

as well as satisfy the general

reader.

The book is soft-cover, with black and white illuslrations ' and ildex' and is

certainlv worth pllrchasins 
"'^t"'$5 6O it is available from the Port Wakefield

bl'"iiili' c,li-.,i"ii, 'o. t-n"ouir, ?LtJ" ootto""" ' who is a member of the H s s A'

and Dresentlv works for tn"'flul]itug" Unil' c/- Department for the Environ-

,"nt, rso Noith Terrace Adelaide' 5000'

Ptan ol Port t*ihefield.

P,[t



3. JaDet Ca-llen, Churches of the Souttrern llills (Janet Cauen 19?9)
Reviewed by Susan Marsden.

This booklet g'ives a brief hi.story of each of the donominatioDs in the sout.lxernhills area and of t}Ie churches they built, with some reference to ttte"relig,ious
and. social background of the time. Its Dain use will be to historians in* this
reg'ion and as a source for broader histories, A useful chronology i" pro"iaua,
lists -of preachers- and pastors-, a short bibliography and blaek ai6 wfrite pfroioi
graphs which, unfortunately, have not reproduced well.

The bool<let -costs only g2.OO and is available from Janet Callen, 42 Wilpena St.,
Eden Hi[s 5050.

4. Paul Thompson, Tbe yoice- qf tle past. Oral history (O.U.p. 19?8)
(Reviewed 6t Snaan-Mtrs d-en "agftn)

This- book should be read by anyone who is interested in oral history - or who
woaders at ttre receut fuss about oral history. Besides diseussing the tech-
niques and uses of oral history paul Thompson emphasizes that it ii not a new
branch. of history rather it is a method, which, once its full potential is rea_
Iized wi[ result'!in an underlying change in t]re way that histoiy is written andIearntf.

'rln the- Dost general sense, once the life experience of people of al1 kinds canbe used as-its raw material, a new dimension is g"iven td Ustory ... ;1""";;;can now also be caUed from the urlder-classes, the unprivileged, ana tfredefeated. It provides a more realistic and fair reconstruition o? ifr" p."t, 
"challenge to t}Ie established account. In so doing, oral history nas raaicai inlU_cations for the social message of history as a wtrole. "

This was- also eaphasized by speakers at the Oral History Seminar held by theS.A. OraI History Association on May St}l. Ray Broomhill, ior instaoce, referredto the usefuhess of oral history in labour history, ana Bot nUs to'ttte vitafrole it can play in re-discovering aborigines, hisiory; ttreir defeats and theirstrengths, neither of which has been g"iven a piace in oost histories ofAustralia since European set ement.

The Voice of the Past is an English publication in paperback and should beavailable in bookshops soon.

5. Heritage Studies (by Brian Samuels

In recent years a number of Heritage Studies have appeared, many of theBfunded by the Auotralian Heritage Cooroission. South 
-riustralian onls include

works on Unley, Burra, Kapunda, the Barossa VaUey (see ,,History in theNews'r), the Northern Metropolita[ Area, port Adelaide alld Mount 
-Gambier.

Otiera are in preparation, for inStance at Noarlunga and Robe. Two works ofparticular interest are A.H. Spryts The C1eaning, Restoqn_g_aod_IIggglyllC 9tStone in Historic Buildings and Monumffi
S.A. 1976). All of these can

(Nationat Trust of
the EnvironmentLibrary, which can be used by anyone and is situated ol1 the ?th floor, Ansett

Building, 150 North Terrace, Adetaide.

L



6. Railway Books (By Brian Samuels)

Dr. Reece JenniIlgs' lively and hard-hitting address at the May meeting^ has

I".a" ""trr".r"t"a -membersl i";;;;i; in aspEcts of the state's railways; (for a

;;;;.; ;a;;" talk see the next Newsletter, in Julv) '

The book to start with is obviouslv Dr ' Jennilgs' ?*",' E3:+++ ^1I"-11h
Plylopton 19?3) , which i" ,ro, 1"-arv 

-6"i 
of prtnt ,itis -o-t"l 

t:;"".."H "ltl.,i;-;'J#:ffi;"o.'d. 'ffi& -le!ysyi-ela!i!ra*'<Pll:k: L::9,'l-.1'^1'l .1n'i;-'-';'l6;il;;'d;""ti""""ii,i,-nG=rm-:" I;;Eav lert to -pr'rbrications 
or the S'A'other th;n these two, the field is largely lett to _pr.rblrcaflons oI ure D.}r.

oi"l"l""-.i tne Australian n"ii*"v" Histo;ic;l -societv 
(-A'1,H's'Jl l,Y-tjh^":

i""i-irri.*"air,g works in t"rr" Lt the early history -of railway development are
r ihita.:t 'nrl .t Witon's Rails to the Burra (both out

of print).
ii. ""s;d;"--iGh C"a9!_LA 9q anal J. Wflson's Rails to lhe Burra (both out

of Drint). A list of tt"it pr,uu""tio"s is availaul6-Tiffi-TlE ' H FS3lt",' P'-o:p";,:';;:i, pit-ia""Lial-'sfrs ."-uv pho.ninc..,4sl1q1-.Yg"93l l:. Y:*.""*t'ox rzt "---.r r"u 1r.-"'ti" illl doubtless already know that
between ? and I P.m, The
second editions of their booxs -'- 

-it'" soo and ?00 class locos introduced by

webb in the 1920's have recently appeared'

Itisalsotimelytoremindmembersthatthegteamseasonhasjustbegunand
ttJittg tor-" a're available from the S A ' Tourist Bureau '

?. Reglonal histories which are still available for sale'

so.ietvmember.Mrs.RhodaHeinrichrecentlywrotetotheSecretaryconcern-
;;'""1"-;;i;';;';;;i.;"i histories: "Some of us have spent countless hours'
iiFg"'';.r;" .r'In.o"1v ""J a certain amount of nervous energy in produ'cing

'centenary histories'. <.1n" ct., t," lucty to have- the project filanced by a local

;;;ti-;" ".r,t".ru.v "o.lnltt." 
But 

-when a large quantity of these books

""*"i. ,-,tr"ofa, proUiUty due to over confidence on its saleability ' where does

one turn?
Would the Society be prepared to publish a -List of 

^these 
books for the benefit

of rhose collectois who may nol have obtained copies?'

The Society is very willirlg to pubush a list of all regional and other South

Australian histories, t,rt i. o.a!" to do so must be provided with the titles,

i'h;;;;t";;, prace or p""Jt"" and cost Please send these detafls to the

ii"*"r"ii* uaitoi, .na they will be prilted in succeeding Newsletters '

8. PubUcations by the Libraries Board of S A'

enslve hv based on

by staff at State Library)

of the

Thisismuchmorethana,,comprehensivel'bibliographyofc.J.Dennis,oneof
1""i""u.;" most protific po"i" '"na writers. lt^iould.I"tr o,-t-9:""11"9.^i" -:f"1"#'1tlJ"'I"i"',.'i"i;fr; ";;; i,,-o,', ""p".t "r ?:":i1^l:q.c"^,^-ii,J"-u,,,11i'"X}ffi'Jt ',iil",iii"i?..,r' i,1"""""ini.", 'i'r"'"" 1i9^::1115'-::-:.'.:'"*,",111:
fiH"J;"o""dti"',":;;*:"1-r ;;;;6oia"""'-"'a ::1':T:"11I ""^H*l;","1"','HllffilT,: T;lil:' p'#.;;i'i,,"'r'til;, ,1"ffi"5, 1""-",19-"-',:14i.:'I--i-i?"T3"li;
il:;:L,J"H#Ii,;;"l"il.*in"i-"i'uu"ii'*i'.t:P""^1'*9-.og..",.::"1:"^o;1i$Hffi;f ;3,1'#"":i"i# ee;F"i; -pi,lffi--c'9,, 

n'e"#;, itt,.t]lienrarEeo versrorr ur "'" -Tii"t'sit*l--rtluluo"""t-E-Eot 
' 
TEi'E rt" to"g

origi;aIy published bY Hau'sorigutaLly PuDusDr
been out of Prirt.

C.J, Dennis:



Ian F. Mclaren, an accountant by professiou and the member for Bennettswood
in the Victorian Legislative Assembly 196?-19?8, has been an avid book collector
for over three decades. He has used his extensive collection of Dennis material
for this publication in conjunction with the holdhgs of institutional a+d private
[braries in Australia and overseas. The recommended retail price is: paper
cover $2?, cased in vinyl laminate $36. Both include colour plates as illustra-
tions .

In 19?6 the Libraries Board of South Australia published C.J, Dennis: a chrono-
logical checklist of contributlons to journals compiled by Ian F.Mcl-aren as part
of the 1976 Dennis centenary celebrations. This Checklist is a list of verse and
some prose contributions made by Dennis to selected journals, newspapers and
literary magazines which was prepared as a preliminary Ust of Dennis journal
contributions. It is essentially a coloplementary pubucation. The recommended
retail price is $3.30.

It is unlikely that the works of any other Australian writer have been described
in such detail before. (See also "History in the news" in this Newsletter).

Available from: The State Librarian, or at ttre Sales Office,
State Library of South Australia,
G.P.O. Box 419,
ADELAIDF
South Ausiralia, 5001

5, SOCIETIES AND EVENTS

Additions and corrections to list of Historical Societies (in March Newsletter)

Australasia!, NOT Australian, Maritime HistoricaL Society
Booleroo SteaD & Tractor Preservation Soclety Inc: Mr. B.A. Koch, Box 118,
Booleroo Centre 5482.
Charles Sturt MeDorial Museum Trust
Fire Brigade's Historical Association, c/- Mr. R. Barrett, 12 Cushen Street,
Snithfield PlaiDs 5114.
Glenside Hospital Historical Society, Glenside Hospital, 226 Fuuarton Road,
Eastwood, 5063
Io]rranuel College Historical Society, c/- T}].e Secretary, Immanuel CoUege, 32
Morphett Road, Novar Gardens, 5040
Pioneers Association of S.A., 80 King WilLiam Street, Adelaide 5000

THE CONSERVATION OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT - HISTORICAL AND
ARCHITECTURAL

Public Seminar arranged by the Department of Architecture and the Department
of Continuing: Education at the University of Adelaide.

Napier Theatre, University of Adelaide - Tuesday, 221d' May, 1979 - ?.30p.m.

FEE: $3.00 (ipcluding refreshments)

Pensioners, fu1] time students and unemployed $1,50

t



SPEAKERS: DR. DAVID LINSTRUM Director of Conservation Studies
lnstitute of Advanced Architectural
Studies, University of York, England
Department of Architecture
The University of Adelaide

The care, conservation, preservation and restoration - or demolition - of archi-
tecturaUy interesting or historic buildings, or built areas iII our cities and
countryside are increasingly matters of public concern these days. This was
apparent i! Adelaide, for example, with the successful fight to preserve what is
now Edmund Wright House, or the general dismay at the demolition of the South
Australia Hote1. Despite growing pressures for development or renewal, there
seems to be a greater awareDess among authorities and among the public at
large, of the importanee of architectural conservation. Hovrever, few would
believe that we can afford to be complacent on this. The broad situation on
the conservation of the built enviroDment will be discussed at this seminar:

Our visiting speaker, Dr. Linstrum, is an outstanding authority in tiris field.
As an architect he worked on the restoration of 19th century Bretton Halt, and
as an acadeDic he has lectured on architectural history and conservation at the
Universities of Leeds and York. A roember of the executive cooBittee of the
Society of Architectural Historians of Great Britain and of several other rele-
vant societies, such as the Leeds Civic Trust and the York Georgian Society,
Dr, Linstrurtr has served on the RIBA Committee on the Training of Architects
f6;-conservation. He has made lecture tours of many countries and in 19?8 was
co-director of the first pan African conference/workshop on the conservation of
historic towns and buildings in tropical countries. He has written or edited
several publications on architectural conservation.

PROFESSOR DAVID SAUNDEBS

Professor Saunders has had long association with National Trusts in
anE--Zontii6utect to their publications Historic Buildings of Victoria,

Australia
Hi6toric
ffinaIPlaces of Australia and Historic Public Buildings of Australia. He is

Chairman of ICOMOS, an association of people professionaUy involved in the
conservation of the built environment.

There will be ample time for questions and discussions at this seminar. Slides
will be shown. Architects, planners, historians and all interested persons are
warmly invited to attend.

ENROLMENTS CLOSE: Friday 18th May.
*FOR PROGRAMME DETAILS -

PARKING: 404 at gate

SEE NEXT PAGE

ENROLMENT FORM - THE CONSERVATION OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Tuesday, 22nd May, 19?9

NAME Dr,/Mr,/Mrs/Ms ....
ADDRESS ,.P/C..........
TEL.NO. ......(day) I enclose fee $3.00. Cheques payable to Uni.
of Adelaide. Send to: Dept. of Continuilg Education, Uni. of Adelaide, G.P.O.
Box 498, Adelaide. 5001
For further information please telephone Dr,Derek whitelock, 2234333 Er..t. 2234

Dr. Linstrum will speak on the British
Professor Saunders on the Australian. x
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PROCRAM}M*

Sherry Beception 7.30 to 7.45p.m.
The Conservation of the Epviroproent - Historical & Architectqral

In Australia: Professor Da\id Saunders 7.45-8.30 p.m.
Break for coffee: 8.30-9.00 p.m.

In Britain: Dr. David Ltrstrup 9.00-10.00 p.In.
Questions and Discussion: 10.00-10.45 p.n.

HISTORY OF PORT ADELAIDE - NIGHT CLASS IN JUNE
Mr. Brian Samuels will be running a {-week course for the port Adelaide Com-
munity College on this subject, Tentarive dates are Wednesday 6th, 13th, 20th
and 27th June, Probable venue - Pori Adelaide High School.
Contact the Couege on 49 5144 for derarls.

TIME: August 18,/19, 19;9. (Note this is the weekend in the
xoiddle of the International Conference on Indian Ocean
Studies. Section 6 of I.C.I.O.S. will include discussion on
oral traditions).
The University of Western Australia, Perth, W.A.
1. An Australi.an theme, connected to oral historv studies

for the Bi-ceDtenary.

2. Several overseas Oral Historians may speak and
lead discussions.
Plans are in progress to bring to Australia Professor
John Saville, President of the British Oral History
Society.

3. O.H.A.A. AnDual ceneral Meeting.
4. Workshop Sessions will centre around four areas

i Libraries & Archives
fl MuseuEs and Local History Societies
iii Teaching Oral History
iv IDterpretation and Writing in Oral History

ACCOMMODATION: Motel - famfly tLpe
University Colleges
1st Class Hotel

VENUE:

PROGRAMME:

HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF AUSTBALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE
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SOCIAL ACTMTY : 18th -
19th -
20th -

Dinner
Luncheon
A day trip to the Renedictine MoDastery and
Museum at New Norcia.

To assist the O.H.A.A. Conference Sub-committee those hoping to attend are
asked to fill in and return the following Preliminary form as soon as possible
to:

Mrs. J. Teasdale, Organising Secretary
Oral History Association of Australia,
C,/- History Department,
University of Western Australia,
CRAWLEY, W.A. 6009
Telephone No. 364 3664

OBAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA - NATIONAL CONFERENCE

ADDRESS

I will/will not/may be/attending.
I wilL/wilt not/also be attending I.C.I.O.S.
I amlam not interested in a day trip 2O/8/1979.

Accommodation Required: Family (ootel) Double/Single
College Double,/Single
1st class Hotel Double/Single

KERNEWEK LOWENDER - 18-

Every second year "Australia's Uttle CornwaU," Kadina, Moonta, Wallaroo on
iort". penin"ula hotd a Cornish folk festival aDd the Kernewek Lowender, which
commemorates the Cornish miners, their wives and families who came here to
work the copper mines when copper was discovered in 1859 and 1861' The
biennial Kerniwek Lowender has been a huge success, due partly to the enthus-
i"", ""a 

efforts of the residents aud partly to the folk revival: the idea for
iuch a festival was suggested by former Pres,ier, Don Dunstan and first held in
19?3.

The Provisional Programme is set out on the Dext page'

vantaEe vo1. 2 no. 3 Autumn, 19?9 has an account of tlle history of the area
and of the festival itseu.
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HISTORY IN THE NEWS

rrlaunching" of the Barossa Survey

The Barossa Survey. which was funded by the Australian Heritage CommissioE
was completed last year and was given an official ,rlaunching', at Bethany (core
o-f rhe report) by ihe present Minister for the Environmenf, Dr. Corniali, as
described in the Advertiser 2O/4/79. The three volume survey was researched
and written by oernbeis of the School of Architecture at the -S.A. 

Institute of
Technology and the Adelaide College of Advanced Education history aepartmini,
organized by Gordon Young, Donald Langmead and lan Harmstorf.

The survey emphasizes the sigrlificance of the valley,s historic German charac_ter, in particular the farm vitlage (hufendorf) of Bethany, and the dangers of
encroaching urban and tourist development. lt recommends the preservalion ofthree precincts - Bethany Village, Goat Square in Tanunda a;d Kaiserstuhl
Sanctuary, as well as several farmhouses and farmbuildings and the Church
school at Comersal.

Thirty-year study of C.J. Dennis

Th_e Advertisgr 2O/4/79 also reported the launching of another book, by Mr. IanMclaren on C.J. Dennis (see review). The book, an exhaustive 
'bi6liography

of material relating to C.J. Dennis was started by Mr Mclaren firstly due"to'hii
interest in collecting Australian books and secondly because of his admirationfor Dennis himseu. Max Fatchen launched the book by describing it as a
"bringing together of a1l the works, the criticism, the praise, the iccentrici-ties, the pieces of interest that surround Dennis in his lif;.,

ABC History

Professor K.S. Inglis has been asked by the ABC to write its history for it6
50th Anniversary in 1982. He wrote to the Advertiser about his wistr to hear
from former staff as weU as listeners and viewens-iid also to find out if any
readers have old sound recordings of ABC progra.Does.

If so he can be contacted at the History Department, Besearch School of Social
Sciences, Australian National University, P.O. Box 4, Canberra, A.C.T. 2600,or to Miss Patricia Kelly, Senior Archivist, ABC, Box 48?, Sydney, 2001.

NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE

Since March, 1.979 the following Newsletters have been received:

a. Royal Australian Historical Society Newsletter No. 180, April 19?9

b. Royal Western Australian Historical Society's Newsletter Vol.18 No.3,
April, 19?9.

c. South Australian Horse Driving Society Newsletter April 19?9.

I
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

rrThe transliteration of aboriginal names', into Engush - degree of acguracy or
inaccuracy. with reference to variations in the names collected on Stuit,s expe-
dition of 1844-6" by E. Beale (a).

"Sydney's carden Palace,r, referriog to Sydney's creat International Exhibition
of 1879. by W. Hudson Shaw (a).

1., Notice of ttte Australian Society of Archivists, which will hold its second
biennial conference 18-22nd May in Sydney (contact the Convenor for the con-
ference, P.O. Box 83 OrConnor, A.C.T. 2601) (a).

6. LETTERS AND RESEARCH

12th March, 1979

Dear Sirs,
The Paul Hanlyn Group is this week announcing the launch of its nev, quality
magazine.

GEO. AUSTRALIAiS NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

This full-colour mag:azine will be publlshed quarterly and will be sold by aU
newsagent outlets throughout Australia and New ZealaIJd.
GEO will feature a wide range of articles and photographs pertaining to many
aspects of natural history, flora and fauna, wfldlife research, anthropology,
geographic exploration and photographic expeditions of the Australasian,/pacific
region. The selection of content for cEO will be made by an Editorial Advisory
Board, members of which are being selected at present. Prospective Board mem-
bers must have an expertise in one or several of the areas outltred above so
that they would be in an excellent position to debate on the validity and
interest value of articles suboitted for publication.
If you are working on a geographic project or have a special area of expertise
which would be of interest to readers of GEO, we may be able to pubtish your
article. We would be pleased to receive a typed synopsis of your project or
research expedition at the foUowing address:

Editorial Advisory Board,
GEO, Australia's National GeoEraphic,

1?6 Souti Creek Road,
Dee Why West. NSW 2099

Austrafia
If you have any queries regarding this new publication please do not hesitate to-
contact me by telephone or letter. Thank you for your co-operation in this
matter.
Yours sincerely,

CHERYL BARNIER
MANAGING EDITOR
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Information about the
Request made byl

WANTED

HISTORY OF WOMEN'S CRICKET IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
MRS. B. BUTCHER,
140 THE BOULEVARD,
ESSENDON 3O4O

who is writing a book on the History of women,s cricket in Austraria.
Information about the HISTORIC GARDENS of the following properties:
f,X,?Lf" rt:'."lfs 

) - once owned bv ; ev"'i iiiiiv-'"t"ow bv Mr. sevmour

BEACHWOOD (Stirlins) - first.owned by ihe Snow Family (recenLty sold by TomBarr Smilh to IJr. Craham Welch)
Request made by:

Any information about
STATION,

Reply directlv to:

YR. R. BEAIUS (Landscape Archirecr)
Telephone 267 4166

who is doing research on Hjstoric Gardens in South Australia for the AustralianHeritage Commission.

the designer/architect of the MOONTA RAILWAY

MR, J. R. HARBISON,
47 GEORGE STREET,
MOONTA 5558

lnfornarion about the KINGO-ONYA. p^tlf l]gf , especialy concerning coachmails, station and mining development 1900_1915. Woirta-peopfe who are able toassist or suggest someone who might pl..s" ,.it" ai.""tf]r.to,
M.J. MUNRO,
144 KINGSTON AVENUE,
EDWARDSTOWN 5039

Mr. Glen Ralph has been aoDointed. to write a history of THEBARTON PRIMARYSCHOOL. which will be ceteiiating ir. c"nten""y itl.'y"u"'
He, ,appeals _for any information which members or their friends may have forpublication in October. His address is: 19 enthony Street, Uenley Beach 5022or messages can be left at the school c/- the frincipal, Mr. K. Bu1t.
Mr. Cedric Wells is looking for someone to write a history of SOUTHAUSTRALIA,S LIGHT HORSE iron 1840, a.ra in pa"ii",it^r- to interview a formerlight horseman with stories to _tell. enyone interesieJ coufa .ont"ct Mr. Wel]sat 219 Stanley Street, North Adelaide, pirone 26? 4g2i.- --
Dear Madam,

During a recent conversation, Mr. Brian Samuels of your Society suggested thatthe societyrs Newsretter woutd like a statement orr th"e riuino para Local HistoryCollection, and I am thereforc enclosing 
"n it., .on"".nirrf the development andcurrent progress of the Library,s Loctl History material, which I h;;" ;;y ;;of interest to your readers.

Yours faithfuUy,
G.M. PEARSON (MRS. )
LOCAL HISTORY RESEARCHER
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The description of the library follows belo\.{. 1 would welcome similar descrip-
tions of otfrer collections for printing in this Newsletter.

7. ARTICLES

THX MUNNO PARA LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION

The District Council of Munno Para which covers a large and diverse area of
350 square lm. consists of a number of torrrships aud localities. It was one of
the earliest District Councils in South Australia having been proclaimed on 10th
November, 1853, eel.ebrating its 125th Birthday durlng November 1.978.

In receDt years, the originaUy rural Dature of the Councilis operations, has
expanded and diversified to serve the Deeds of a rapidly growttg xoixed rural
and urban population. During this urban growth period, the Munno para
Public Library buflt by the South Australian Housing Trust during the exten-
sion of its building programme in Elizabeth, was opened i! 1966 in the Elizabetl
Field Shoppiag Centre. Recogni6ing tie need to record and preserve Munno
Parars local history before sigDificdnt ,rreas were irretrievably altered either due
to deterioration or the establishmeDt of new housfutg areas, the then Chief
Librarian, Mr. Ron Butler, began couecting local history material and the collec-
tion has grown steadily since then.
Today it is housed in the Library's Reading Room and consists of:- published
reference material tt the form of stardard reference works on South Australian
history, including some facsinile copies from the State Library collection and
bound reports and journals from relevant organisations such as the South
AustrauaD Housing Trust; maps and plans; donated paintings aod artifacts
which are on display; a collection of over 1,?00 photographs consisting of
donated older Daterial and photographs taken since 19?0 recording both historic
items and new developments aE lhistory in the making" for future reference;
reference ffles containing researched oaterial, documents, transcripts of inter-
views, biographies, letters, newspaper cuttings etc. relating to each locatity.

In 1976, tie Council appoiDted a part LiDe Local History nesearcher, to collate,
photograph, research aud keep tlte collection under a workable system. Since
then, the volume of Daterial has grown considerably and is at present being
catalogued under a system devised to suit the format of the material held and
witfr a view to future computerisation.

The collection, which is available for use on request during Library hours, is
now bAing increasingly used by the public. The Daterial is of benefit to bot}t
students and those simply iDterested in the history of the area. Throughout the
year, requests are received for infornation on family history and queries come
from any sources including various Government deparhents, Church organisa-,
tions etc. Sometimes both the Library and ttre researcher benefit, when
information is exchanged with the enquirer who often has other I'gems" to add
to Munno Para's coUection.

The Library constantly seeks to add to its collection and is a1way6 glad to hear
from anyone who has had family or business connections in the area, with any
material of historical interest which can be photocopied for the records, and
returned prooptly to the owner. Any donated Batter, futcluding photographs
etc. is always welcome and gratefuUy received.
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To mark the Council,s 125th Birthday, and to help studenrs. Iocal hisrorr buffsand others gain an i.nstant knowledge of the district, lhe ]l!ni.. p:re public
Library in conjunction with the South Australian Education Deparrre..: : Educa-tion Technolog!, Centre, has produced a ',pic-a-pak,' packagi of cd.j. s-rj.:(in 2 parts of 30 slides each, one part depicting a nurnbei of luiialgi a:::places of historical interest in the district ind the other depicting aspl- ::modern Munno Para for comparison); 2 overhead transparenciis; piatei aote.,maps; and a booklet on the history of the area covered by the District Couacflof Munno Para.

The material in the lackage is based on the Library's Local History Collectionand the packages will be distributed to both schooli and tertiary 
"oU"g"", 

.rra
wi.Ll also be lvgr:l.able to anyone interested in the history of the area, i.o; ih;Munno Para Public Library, 130 peachey Road, Elizabeth Field S.A. 

.Stfg. 
ttrecost of the package is to be determined,x and enquiries may be directed to Mr.Laks Pathi, Chief Librarian, Munno para Library, Telephone 254 61g4.

+ The cost is expected to be between $2 and $4.

EXCERPT B SMITH , XON

Also reprinted in B. Sxoith, An

G THE AU URB'

The new awareness of Iocal history at a popular level that is now emerging inmany suburban communities in inner-city areas has come about a" a resp6nsi tothe challenge of those who wish to derlolish the materiar environment ina ai"-rupt the social eDvironment for various reasons, the best-knoun of which areindustrial development, high-rise apartments, and freeways. The response hasDet virith some Deasure of success; and is now strong enlugh to Uu i"""girJas a continuing issue in local, State and national polities.- But it requlres a
much broader base if it is to survive and develop, In particular it musi directits attention to the acquisition of exact knowledge and ahe involveBent of wider
sections of the community.

A broader concept of history must be devetoped in the public mind so ttratthere is a wider recognition that all environDeots whether urban. suburban orrural are in some measure historic enviroDments, Each area should possess anactive historical society, and that society should be concerned with collecting
verbal and written documents froe old residents. It should develop an invenltory of the material fabric of the area. A local photographic society, if oneexists, should be encouraged to undertake a visual inve;toiy of the aiea, Localart groups should be encourag,ed to make topographical drawings and paintings
of bulldings and precincts. As Ruskin polnted oui many years ago, diawing -is
one of,the best ways of seeing. Sketching in the open air,'a pracitice which -has
been discouraged by the passionate devotees of abstract art, ;hould be encour-
aged again. The artist should be seen in the streets again. Sone coDmunities
may possess a potential archaeological site, an old pottery, a glass factory,
which may provide grounds for an archaeologicai stucly. The recent creation iia Society for Historical Archaeology in Australia is a highly important indicationof the new awareness. So, too, is the growth and spread of local historicaljournals. In the area in which I live, the Leichhardt historical Journal, whiLe
Daintaining a good professional standard, seeks out inforDation from all sectionsof the local community. The provision of a museum of local antiquities, even if
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it begios with only a room jn ttle loca] library, should be encouraged. We
desperately need exact knowledge about 1oca1 building techniques so tiat con_
servation- and- restoration may proceed intelligenfly. Such knoirledge is direc y
connected with the quality of tlle perceptiol which ure bring to an lnvironment'.
Psycholog'ists tell us that we do not see that which we do-not knowl It forrowstherefore that in order to perceive our own environment as alr historlcal andconte[porary reality, we need much oore exact knowledge about it. And sincewe are in part moulded by our enwiroo.oents, a knowledgl of oDers environmentis an aspect.of seu-knowledge; and conversely an incap"acity to perceive onersenvrronDent becomes- an- incapacity -to p€rceive an aspect of personal being. Sothat these matters should not be thought of merely is pieasint ways of filingin leisure time, for those who possess -reisure time, No riatter how active oeool-eare, how -wide_ their obligations to their busttesses, their p.ofu""ion i ,'if,'ui"trades and_callings, they should-_be encouraged to g"ive a titt.i,t tfr"i. 

-pl""o".i
time towards iDproving the quality of life in theii own communities. this is aquestion of no sDall importance. For the daily activities of loany highly import_aot and very busy people frequently involve them in the spoliation ind-desiruc_tion of communities wherein they ttreoselves do not live. This may help ioexplain their relative lack of interest in their own co,munities. But w"e al iiaveto live somewhere. A better understaldtrg of our own neigtrtourtrooa" nay pos-sibly help us to respect or at least not deitroy those of oihers.

Dear Editor,
Enclosed is a r.esearch note which you might care to pubUsh in the Newsletter.I believe the archive situation I have reported is both complex ana promiiiag,
and that some quite substantial research remains to be done. fubUcily ior1f,6resources in the Newsletter might assist by attracting attention to the material,
Yours sincerely,

BRIAN DICKEY (Senior Lecturer in llistory, Flinders University)

While Ray Broomhill has written Ulogmplgyeg ,yorkers (Uep, 1928) as a study of
what- 

^happe-ned 
to the uneEployei[-in-AtEiEidE- a[iing t-he greai depressioi oithe 1930s, he has concentrated on the experience of tlie unemployed iather thanon the administrative structures set up- t6-iiEist the unempbyldi In 196t war;;Zweck wrote .a.useful descriptive BA thesis ,Unemployment in S.A. during ine

D-epression', 
- 
(history, University of Adelaide) in ;hi;h he briefty outlinef theefforts of both government and coEounity to relieve the Dovertv of t].euneeployed in South Australia durtrg the iarly 1980s. Ue iaeitfiea" tfre maiibenctrmarks of risiDg unemplolrment and parliamentary debate, and then turnedto the typed minutes of the Unemployurlnt Retief Council, (URC) wfricl wasestablished in 1930 to conduct the goverDment,s efforts of relief for ttre un_employed. As Zweck made clear, this Council of senior public servants took

ove,r _aD _existing set of procedures and admiristrators in tLe Children,s Welfareand Public, Rdief Dept. They saw little reason to challenge ttu"" 
"".rng"r".,ii.Ihey sought to stretch the available resources as faf as possible. They" becamethe channel for federal money and the coordinating body for *o.t'ao"" Uymunicipal councils .
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Zweck however was restricted by avaflable time and accessibility of records.
The resources available - or in some cases, soon to be available - make it clear
that a much larger investigation is possible, one which Dight usefully comple-
ment BroomhiUrs study.
First, the URC minutes. They are typed single space on brief sized sheets.
Volume one, from 10 Dec. 1930 to 3 May 1933, containE 500 pages. There is in
these minutes a full and running record of deputations received by the Board,
decisions on specific cases of need, and references to reports submitted by the
'Relief Officer' and police. There are reports of negotiations with the premier or
responsible minister. There is a great deal about the involvement of the URC in
the establishment of the country settlements at Mt. Compass, Kuitpo Forest,
and Mt. Crawford, which Steve Dyer studied in his MA thesis "Farmers and the
Depression, Government Farm Relief in S.A. 1929-1939i (University of
Adelaide), and reported in Labour History 31 (19?6), tlte Journal of Australian
studies, 2 (1977) and Journal of the Historical Society of SA; 2 (1976t. jt
should be emphasised, in passinE, that despite the fasctrating detail of Dyer's
account, he fails to show that the URC, once it wa6 estabushed, was the point
of control for these village settlements.
ln addition to the Minutes, there are the quarterly reports of the URC,
presented to Parliament. OnIy the first was pubushed. Broomhill tells us the
unpublished reports are available in the SA Parlia.Bentary Library. It is clear
that the opportunity exists for a careful analysis of the various phases of the
URC which would go well beyond Zweck's introductory study.
One important initia-l question is: within what administrative system was the
URC operating? The answer seems to be that it was linked with the Children's
Welfare and Public Relief Department (CW & PRD), the direct successor since
192? of the previously separate State Childrenrs Board and the Destitute Board.
The references in the URC minutes to the 'Relieving officer', for example, are
to t-he officers of the Reuef Dept. That is, the PubUc Relief Department pro-
vided the administrative base for the operations of the URC,

Now, the State Archives holds a large and rich set of materi.als from the CW &
PRD (later to become tfre Social Welfare Dept. and currently the Dept. of Coe-
munity Welfare). White all of the records of this department are restricted for
50 years and some for 60 years, soue files are already clear by the elapse of
time and others have been made available by the appropriate authorities. The
Archives holding descriptions at GRG 27 - 28 - 29 list and describe this large
and complex series. Annual reports, correspondence files, Ietters sent, financial
and other records are available, or should soon be available, depending partly
on the effect of the 50 and 60 year restrictions imposed on access. The Mfutute
Books of the Destitute Board exist fron 1849 to 1927 and for the CW & PRD in
cluding those of the State Children's Board, from 1886 to 1955. The admiDistra-
tive files supporting the proceedings of the URC can be identified within GRG
29. As yet (19?9) they are not open, though it should not be iong (1981-1984?)
There are al.so the fi.les and papers of the indoor institutions, notably the Magill
Boys Reformatory or home and the proceedings of the boarding out or foster
care activities of the Child Welfare Department.

Specifically, it is clear that while the established procedures of the Cw & PRD
provided for cash assistalce to destitute mothers in various categories, it was
the absence of a specific pattern of administrative procedures desigred to cope

I
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with destitution deriving froE unepployloent which produced the URC. But the
important point to note is that the CW & PRD kept on assisting destitute
feDales - the minute books prove it. Moreover, the URC might best be regarded
as arother statutory co[rponent of ttre CW & PRD, at least at the administrative
level. So there were two coDcurreDt relief programs being conducted by the
state goveroment in SA dililE'-l6t depression, ttre one growing out oi and
Iargely accepting the phflosophy and procedures of the other.
Their practices and procedures taken together need examining:

(a) as ewidence of what the organising, possessing, adDinistering colopon-
eDts of SA society did to or for the destitute: who? with what? under
what constraints? by whom? There is clear evidence of a desire to
assist, to provide cash or rations to those who were destitute. But
the Weberian coemitment to rul.e bound procedures clearly programmed
the administrators. Regulation clearly became control: minor peccadil-
oes were sufficient excuse for exclusion. ConforEdty, acceptance of
dominant moral values, a preference for the virtues of country Ufe al-1

informed the value lystem the Deparhent and the UBC operated in.
(b) as evidence of what the destitute wanted, or wanted to do (e.9.

anger over ratioB quality, fundraising, settlement schemes, ,..)
proposals for income earning schemes, explanations of circurDstances,
behaviour producing denial of aid ... and so on.

These are but a few suggestions to proDote yet further research itto the
depression in Adelaide in the 1930s, These government files wilt by no means
teU all. There are also the files of rellef action undertaken by the municipal
counciLs, notably, those of the Adelaide City Council are only now beirg
uncovered and sorted. One hope6 the Council's Archivist will soon be able to
assist hGtorians to work on these files. And of course the memories of ttle
people affected have by no meaDs been exttausted by Ray Broomhillts work, as I
am sure he will be the first to admit.

E.F. MONKIS ACCO OF PASSAGES AND LOSS

The port boat was launched first, with four or five men only aboard to keep
her clear of the ship's side and froD danoage whflst dropping astern to avrait
the clearing and lowering of the starboard, a uuch eore difficult job because of
the list to port. This boat was, however, quickly cleared also and left the ship
carrying the reroainder of the crew ald the shiprs cat, the latter having
entered t}Ie boat entireLy on its own according to stories related afterwards.
The two boats made fast to each ottrer a little way astern of the ship and still
under her lee when watches were traDsferred into tieir respective boats, the
starboard carrying the Master, 2nd and 3rd Mates, four apprentices, the Fail-
uaker, seven ABs and the boy, making sixteen in all. In the port boat were
the Mate, the passenger, three apprentices, the BorsuD, carpenter, cook and
seven ABs, making fifteen in all.
By this time it was dark and on casting off, the Master informed the Mate that
he intended to oake for tlle Tasaaniaa coast and suggested tlat the latter do
Ukewise. The starboard boat set sail alld was almost imeediately lost sight of
although ttre ship was still visible to v.indward, with the masts still standing;
the land also could still be seen and the Mate decided to make for this rather

I



than follow the Master on his passage downwind to the Tasmanian coast. The
rudder had been broken against tlte ship's side but oars were manned by
double-banking the rowers and an oar was fitted aft for steering. We were
down wind froxo King Island and some mfles from the Iand so it was a lgng hard
pul-l to windward but we were close in by about midnight and after two or three
attempts effected a landing on a sandy stretch of beach between two large
rocks which just permitted the boat to pass unharDed on an incoming sea. We
were carried so far up the beach that the receding wave allowed us to step out
of the boat literalty dryfooted.
Sooe driftwood was gathered and a fire soon made, thanks to the practice of
the Mate of carrytrg his tobacco and matches wrapped in oilskin, and we
gathered round this, using the boat,s sail as a shelter to windward, spendilg
the remainder of the night dozing and talking - and very cold. At daybreak a
party ascended some high land nearby to search the sea for the ship but there
!{as no sigTr of her and we concluded that she must be foutdered shortly after
being abandoned. There was no wreckage about but this had probably drifted
down wind to the East aDd there was no record afterwards of anything being
picked up. We were hungry and thirsty as out last meal had been Bidday the
day before so we decided to strike inland iDmediately in search of food and
water. We were dressed as we had been when on watch, in heavy clothes, oil-
skins, seaboots and sourwesters, so walking was not easy and we found the
country difficult as a bush fire had been through some UtUe time before and
although clearing the undergrowth had left a lot of debris and hau-burnt wood.
Fortunately we soon found water, in a swamp we were obliged to cross, but it
wa6 not until late iD the afternoon that we caDe across a fence, which was the
first sign of human habitation and which led us to a small farmhouse owned by
a Mr. Collier who was busy milking a cow when we came upon him. One can
imagine his surprise at seeing a party of fifteen oilskinned and seabooted men
descending on his quiet homestead! He and his wife quickly made us welcome,
with tea, bread and butter, and they then led us to the nearby home of a Mr.
& Mrs. H. Bowling who made us welcome and comfortable for the night by pro-
viding sleeping accommodation in a barn. A sheep was killed and dressed and
the cook who, fortunately, was in our party, soon had a first-class stew cook-
ing in two four-gallon tins.
Replete, and reasonably rested, we 6ettled down for t}te night, using old news-
papers and straw lor coverings against the penetrating cold as it was still
overcast and blowing hard and September, in those latitudes, can be a chilly
month. Next morning, Saturday, L?th September, Mr. Bowling yoked up his
eight bullocks to a wagon and aecompanied by him as a guide we 6et out for the
small port of Currie, which was the only settlement on the island and was dis-
tant some fifteen miles, as we had walked away from it the previous day in our
search for help.
On arrival at the Uttle town we were received vdth great kindness and provided
with accommodation and such other necessities as we required, pending ttre next
visit of a small stea.Der that called at irregular intervals from Burnie, in
Tasmania, to pick up fat cattle and other farm produce. Thi6 vessel, the
"Wauchope", came in on the Thursday and we landed at Burnie on Friday, 23rd
SepteDber and left that night for Melbourne in the Union Company's "Oonahr',
arriving at 2.30 p.m. tfre following day, to be greeted by our shipmates who
had left the wreck in the starboard boat. It turned out that they had had a
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rnuch more trying and eventful tiEe than had we as on arrisirg :lI 
--- 
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Tasmanian coast they had been unable to effect a landirg and had beeD.bi:sa:
to cross Bass Strait on a course set approximately for Wilson's ProDoDtor:r
They had had a very bad crossing ir the srDall and crowded 22ft. Iifeboat, r.ith
only the smalI food and drilk supplies Eentioned earlier.

They were sighted by t]le "Tarcoola" (Capt. Irvine) of the Adelaide Steamship
Co., on passage Sydney to Melbourne, late on Saturday evening, 17th Septem-
ber, when off Cape Liptrap and were taten aboard in an exhausted condition,
together with their boat. They were landed at Melbourne the foUowing day and
had been anxiously awaiting news of us as an extensive search had been under-
taken following their report of the loss of the ship. The Government vessel
"Lady Loch" and a sea-going tug had been sent out to scour the Strait and to
make contact with King Island but both vessels had returned after a fruitless
search. A11 hands were accommodated in Melbourne pending arrangements for
their return to the United Kingdom or the obtaining of berths in other ships.

The Court of Marine Enquiry into the loss of the ship was held in Melbourne
and the finding will be of interest to present day mariners, inconclusive as it
was. Extracts froD the ful1 transcript received by the writer, by courtesy of
the Secretary of the Marine Board of Victoria, read:-

"The following questions are submitted by the Marine Board for the
Court's opinion, and it answers theD as follows: -
(1) Was the "Carnarvon Bay" when she left Liverpool provided with proper
and sufficient charts for the voyage?

Answer: Yes -

(2) When the Master verified his position g Diles west of Currie Harbor at
3.45 p.m. on the l-sth September 1910, and concluded that his ship could
rrot clear Cape Wickham, was he justified in proceeding by way of the
Soutfr end of King Island under the weather conditions existing at the
time, namely: a moderate unsteady N.W. gale with a high westerly sea
Ufting his vessel towards a 1ee shore, the barometer at 29.85.

Answer: The Board considers that the Master was justified in so proceed-
[- uider the ureather conditions existing at the time but extrem; watch-

fulness and care were required of hiD when taking that course.
(3) In the opinion of tl1e Court when tlle veEsels position was fixed I
miles West of Currie Harbor, were the weather conditions favorable for
beating her round Cape Wickham?

Answer; Yes. Though the wind was not favorable at that very time he.
might have reasonably expected the wind to change towards West and
South, and have stood off, as it had varled al-t the day from W. by S. to
N.W, and that the barometer had risen froD 29.50 at 8 a.m. to 29.85 at 2
p.m., indicating a likely change to tlle S.W. and better weatler, and in
fact the wind did change at about 6 p.m. to W.N.W. and at midnight to
s. w.
(4) Was the "Carnarvon Bay" Davigated in a careful and seamanlike manner
from the time King Island was sighted until Stokes Point was abeam?



Answer: The Court must answer this question in the negative for the
Ionowfre reasons:- (1) that there was a variation of from 5 to 6 points
between the standard compass, by which the master r.vas directing the
shiprs course, and the steerttg compass, by which the hetnsman was
steertlg the vessel. The helmsman, till the ship was abreast'of Stokes
Point, was steering, according to the master's directions, by the land;
after passing this poilt his compass was useless, and though the xoaster
was di.recting the helmsman from the standard coEpass he was abseDt al
times and especially at the momentous tixoe wheD he was in the chart house
and ju6t before the vessel struck, (2) that there was no efficient lookout
kept, which is contrary to the Regllations for the prevention of couisions
at sea, but apart from these regulations, was most necessary at this time
for the safe navigation of the ship.
(5) In the opinion of the Court, from the evidence before them, did the
vessel pass a safe and proper distance off Stokes Point?

Answer: The evidence on this point is unreliable as t}te distances esti-
maGa-.6-y the witnesses according to their evidence is merely an apProxi-
mation. The Court, therefore, expresses no opinion respecting this
question.
(10) In the opinion of the Court, from the evidence before them, was the
vessel of necessity abandoned or preDaturely abandoned?

Answer: Yes and No. The vessel, in the opinion of the Court, was of

-necesslty 

abandoned, and not prematurely,rr

J
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