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April Me€tinq - Fridav, 3rd at B p.m.

"SociaI and R imental Dress in the Victorian Era."

Mr. Brian Reader is a lecturer in Physics with the Department of Further
Education. Ior twenty years he has had an interesl in historical costllmes and
has been making copies of original fashions and uniforms. His costume desigrs
and styles are based on detailed historical research. Some of the clotLes that
he has sele.ted to shov7 us wiIl be modeiied at rlle meeting, and his talk wilt
also be illustrated rriih slides. The Victorian era produced a rapid change in
clothing styles as new fabrics came inlo general use, while the sewing
machine became a revolutionary technology which aided thls development.

May Meeting - Friday, 1st at 8 p.m.
Dr lan Davey - "Growing up in Hindmarsh at the Turn of the Century"

CONTTNTS

Next Meetings
May Field Trip
Report on Australia Day Picnic
Changes to H. S. S.A, Constitution
Report on February meeting

Book Reviews

- M.E. Ragless, "South Australia's Regional Celeb.ations"
- 5.C. Dawes, "Governor Gawle. Explorer (Expedition of r839)"
- R,L. Heathcote, Murray McCaskill and

Tom Stevenson, "South Australia 1888,
A Ceographr.a r Vrev" conIrnLed.

Newsletter Exchange
Ne\dsletter Articles
Constitutional Museum
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sirce full-time attendance was enforced. These developments had profoundeffects on the experience of growing up in Sourh A;stratia and en thetransition from school to vork in particular. This lecture draws on theresearch of the..Hindmarsh project and the Hindmarsh Oral Bistory project, toreconstruct childhood experlence in a working_class community ai the iurn ofthe century."

a FIELD TRIP T0 HATLETT C0VE - l,lAY 10rs,

2.

-Ihe next^field trip ha.s bien organrsed lor Sunday, May tOth. from t p.m.,o
5 or 5.3U p.m. lt lt,ilI be d wdtkrrg rour rhrouqh the Conservation park arHaIlett Cove, under rhe expert -guidance oI Ms, Maud McBriar, aconservationist who has been associated for many years with the moveinent tosave. this most important geologicat area.- She is_ a principal tutor in ceologya.t the University of Adelaide, and is alsc a., "xe&tir" commitree memter i'ithe National Trust, which initiated the concept of a reservatlon. .t.he Trustnow holds a small strip of tand along the ciiff line krLovn as the SandisonReserve. This adjoins the Government--owned HaIIett Cove Conservation park.
The uniqueness of this area is internationally famed for its evidence of
gii:li1i"^, of Pelmian. geologlcal times (perhaps 250 mitlion years ago). TheAborlginat camp sltes jn the area ale of great archaeo.lo.qical i;terest.
It, i_s suggested that members might like to purchase the field guide calted
^lilt""lt 9"""". (Cooper.^Kenny, Sclymgour) rroin trre state rnf;;mation centre,urentetl Street at $1.20, as it contains two excellent aerial photographs oiEallett Cove, with an informative text and other illustrative material.
Arrangements. - The Historlcal Society Council will hire a coach to takememDers and Iriencls to Hallett Cove. We !,/i11 leave Kintore Avenue by the War
y..-T?i:] ",1 r p.^T; 

_lI .you inrend ro go by coach, please rrnj our Secretary,
:j:pn1it: Moss, 266-5486, by, Fridav, May ist to make a booking. paymenr flrrne coacn rrlp may De made upon boarding, and will probably be betweenthree and four dollars.

lf.members lrish to go by car to Hallett Cov€ please meet at the Haltett Cove
B+I+J+g!E (nor the-. Ha^ltett Cove Beach Raitway Station) at 1ZS'=F:m-._frrr/rrt- then begin our walk from the north end of the reserve througtr to thesouth end at Hallett Cove Beach, taking approximately t\,/o hours-(so wearcomforLable v,a[king shoes). .Members 

-mighi LLke io brtng rheir ownretreshments to sustain them for the afternoon as there are -no provisionsnearby,

r. "A DAy IN THE GARDENS,,- AUSTRALIA DAy prcNIC, r98r *9 Heren Pearce

A perfect day for lunch in the Botanic cardens brought flfty members andtheir chitdren together to mark Australla Day. Huge, ;i; ;;;;" protected usfrom, the sun as. we ate our picnic lunch neai tf". if,rft.riy 
-frb.ur, 

and rhencrouos cut out the sun as we walked dround rhe Cardens, gurded and informed
P] Il. .Ll:".| Davey. The Tropicat House was ar irs turial .*on. besr, whire
ll.,.,ri.--1..,9:]: House a^ profusion of flowers took me (at least) back to mycnlrohood vtslts to the Cardens with my family. There is a erear dedl to se;in the Botanic Gardens and if memberi are iot as fo.tr.r.tE- u. we uere inhaving a gujded tour, smal1 brochures are available *iin .- f"t of historicaland botanical information for individual tours. The ug" of .uny of the ptantsand trees is quite amazing, some dating back to noi to;e ;i;;. the Gardens



were opened in 1855. One of these early planted trees is the Hoop Pine
(Araucaria cunninghamii), 1859, vhile the London Plane Tree (Platanus
hy6iidal--li--yo eing a
members who hawe not visited
another leisurely stroll in this beautiful and peaceful area, To the members
who came with their friends and family, many thanks for your support of the
first Australia Day celebration in the programme of the Historical Society of
South Austraiia.

Helen Pearce
CORRECT ION !

ln the report on the Mines Tour of November, 1980, written up in the January
Newsletter, the mine at Callington should have been the ACLARE MINE, not the
Adare Mine. The error was a result of the President's poor hand-writing!

mere hundred and elev€n years oT;i:--T6;
the Gardens in years, it is time you had

Helen Pearce
Sorry.

The minor constitutional changes, which were printed in
Newsletter, were put to the General Meeting on Friday,
They were passed vith the required three-fifths majority,
the Society is now being carried forward.

the November, 1980
6th February, 1981.
The incorporation of

5,

This lecture was an elegant, informative and vividly illustrated beginning to
the Historical Society ' s year. While the subject was the compiling of a
practical guide to historical paintings and drawings, knovn as the Historical
Pictures Index, its context is in the mainstream of historical research. as an
invaluable part of the imaginative re creation of ihe past,

The Historical Pictures lndex was started by Dr. Tregenza in his capacity as
Curator of Historical Collections at the Art Gallery of South Australia, and
has been continued by Dr, Tregenza and Ms. Xathleen Patitsas v/ith the aid of
heritage grants from the South Australian Heritage Committee. One of the first
uses of the lndex has been for a heritage survey of South Australia's early
build'ings and historical sites; some of the slides from one such survey (Early
EuloPean contact, early transport and communications) were shown, together
vith the original vier^7s, dramaticallt illustrating borh the changei and
continuities at that place in the intervening years. Other recent slides, taken
by Dr. Tregenza, v,hen compared vith early views, shoued remarkable changes
in the South Australian coastline. These views have been used in research by
the Coast Protection Board,

A1I the pictures are being photographed, annotated and indexed according to
subject, region and artist, with extra hisrorital information being added
where possible. Pictures have been copied from interstate libraries as well as
the Art Ga11ery, and are at present being researched at the South Australian
Archives, which has a massive collection,

A major use of the lndex will be as a source of historical information,
frequently not available in the !,/ritten ,ecord, and also as illustration. But
Dr. Tregenza cautioned against the trivialisation of pictures in many
publications and emphasized the need for the same careful citing of source,
creator and content for each pictur€ as is common practice for the info.mation

3.



conveyed in the text. Such pictures (and photographs) are not simply brighr
patches interspersed uith text to relieve the reader's eye, but history in
themselves, complementing and expanding upon history as words.

The Historical Pictures Index is being compiled and is currenily stored at the
Art Ga1ley of South Australia.

Susan Marsden

6,

(a)

(b)

NOT]CES

lndustrial Archeology. Thursdays - 8-9.30 p. m.

5 meetings from March 12

Fee $12.50 Tutor - Denis Cumming, M.A,, M.LC.E., M.F.E, Aust.
This short introductory course will cover methods of investigating,
assessing and recording industrial sites and artifacts. A field excursion
to visit some of the sites discussed in the course vill be oroanised.
Sessions wiII includer

1) Scop€ of studies and resources awailable.
2) Transport rn South Ausrralia.
3) Mining in South Australia.
4) The Murray River - its navigation and irrigation.
5) Gawler as an exanple of an industrial to\rn.
Further details are available from the Department of Continuing
Education at The University of Adelaide, Telephone 223 1333, Extension
2236 -

Pichi Richi Railway Preservation Societtv Inc. - NSU Diesel Electric
Locomotive Appeal Fund.

The old narro\,-gauge Ghan has nov gone forever. ln its final years of
operation through Pichi Richi Pass it was hauled by NSU Iocomotives and
it is pleasing to know that A.N,R. have offered to lhe Society one of
these locomotives in an ope!ational condition and at an excellent price.
The Committee believes that lt should not miss the opportunity of
obtaining one of these locomotives and this vas ratified at the November
General Meeting.
1t is not all that long ago that people would have laughed at the idea
of preserving steam - but not no\r. The time has come for preserving the
Iirst of the early diesels before they go the way of the steam
l-rcomotives and are losi forev.r-
A very important point to remember is that the Society is committed to
t,.eserving the era when trains operated through Pichi Richi Pass - and
tire NSU is part of that scene.

lhe Committee is hopeful that the purchase can take place with mo4ey
.pecifically made available for this purpose and little, if any, will
need to be used from general revenue.
Sc please help the Society by naking a donation to this appeal. Every
donation no matter how sma11 heLps and of course donations of $2.00 or
nrore are tax deductlble, Donations to the NSU Appeal Fund can be sent

1.



(c)

(d)

(e)

to The Hon. Treasurer, Pichi Richi Railway Preservation Society Inc' '
P.O. Box 228, Masrll. 5.A.' 5072.

Book lnquiry.

Dr. Peter Moore, \rho addressed the Society'5 February, 1980 meeting on

ihe subject of Colonel Robert Torrens, and his Part in promoting
;;ie.;ii; from lreland to South Australia, ls seeking to purchase a

cooi of the South Austra'lian Public (or State) Library's facsimile
;;i;,.. .' Roberr to,!e.s' pamphler enritleo Lmisrarion Iro'n Irelanq Lq

i."ir', e,.t."ri", orisinally 'publrshed rn 1839---6[Dr' ]onn Bernard of
DnEffi-fia_ifren reput,ti"n.a in the earlv 1960s'

Dr. Moore is c,.rrrenily working on a full-scale bioeraphy.or Colonel

io.re.," a"a v,/ishes to-buy a c-opy of the parnPhlet to helP him in his
.""....fr.- ertnougl atle t6 "pay 

-i reu"o,,ut't" Price", h.e cannot afford
to oif"t "t.e mJney". any inte;ested persons are invited to contact him

^r "D'.obo". -86 Ca" o"n Tovn, Nerrlovn' 2012.

Archivists, Record Managers, Historians, Genealogists, and others
interested in the creation, care, use and preservation of records will be
i^t t"o "u.t 

in a proqramme of lectures and discussions organised by the
e,*t.}i'." Socierv ol" Acchivists for rheir Third Biennial Conference in
Melbourne in MaY-, 1981.

The object of the conference is to draw archivists and users of archives
into closer discussion.

The Biennial General Meeting of the Society wiU take Place on Friday'
iz l,lav. ana will be foilow;d, from Saturday to Monday, by the formal
Conferlnce programme. on Tuesday, 26 May' a series of visits to
archival insiituiions in Melbourne is Planned.

The venue for the Conference ls Trinity College at the llniversity of
Melbourne, where accommodation is available if needed'

For further information, please contact: The Convener, Conference
Committee, Australian Society of Archivists, 21.2 Danks Street, Albert
iiit, vr.i..t., 3206. Phone: "I,{elbourne 592-8388, A.H. 599-2186'

Arl Gallerv Centenarv

The Art Gallery of South Australia is celebrating its cente-nary year'
SDecial exhibirions planned include a survey of art in South Australia
fiom 1836 to 1981, and a. hlsLory of print-making in South Australia,
"Graven lmages in the Promised Land'"
Major restoration \,rork has begun on the Historical Museum' Originally
,r"6a u" .., ordnance store as part of the Barracks complex, this old
bluestone building became known as the State Archives before being
taken over by t[e Art Gallery in 1972 and converted to an Historical
Museum.

The present work, !,/hich should be completed next month, wiII
re-estiblish the roof and other features to bring the building as close
as possible to its early form and to Prepare 'it for re-integration with
the Barracks.

5.
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(f)

When the \rork is completed an historical exhibition entitled "Adelaide
AD 1881" wiU be he1d.

Steam Engine Photograohs

Copies of the attractive black-and-white photograph of a steam engine,
(reproduced here), taken on the 11th May, 1980, between Unley Park and
Hawthorn railwai stations are available in the fouowing sizes and
Prices:
Postcard $1.00 ea.;5 x7 -$1.75;8x 10 - $3.00;9i x 12 - $4.00;
16 x L2 - $5,50. Sepia Toning $1.00 extra.
Prints inay be ordered from Peterson PhotograPhics, 69 Marlborough
Road, Westbourne Park, 5041,

BOOK REV I E|/S,

Clare - A Backward Glance, Stories of early Clare and District. Text by
Fan s-chma-ei- anA-T?a;-lLe s by John Haynes. 1980. 64 pa.ges, soft cover,
Black and vhrte sketches, $3.

This is a short but entertaining collage of what the author
appropriately calls 'human interest stories' drawn from various sources
and events, lncluding 5 pages of what now seem to us as highly
amusing .letters to the Editor" of the "Northern Argus" of last century.
Copies can be ordered from: E' J. Schmaal, 4 Geddes Avenue, CIare.
(Postage is 50c )

Cornish Heritage, A Miner's Story. Jim FauU. 1980. 145 pages, soft
covEi-eGi-il5ack and white phoiographs, $3.90.

"Cornish Heritage" is a very enjoyable biography of a Cornish miner
named Christopher who came to South Australia lrith his family in 1854
as the copper mines in Corn\,rall were s1o\r1y being exhausted' The book
combines the personal charm of a biography l,ith what the 'back-cover
blurb' correctly states is 'thorough historical research' and 'a dramatic
reconstruction of life'. Mr. Faulk, .rho is a Senior Lecturer in
Geographical Studies at Hartley College of Advanced Education, has
successfully produced a 'good read' - a lively story of some lively
times ( ! ) \rhile not sacrificing the rigorous use of historical fact and
method.

Copies can be obtained from ; J. F. Faull, 6 Boundy Road, Highbury.
(Postage is $1.10)

(a)

(b)

7.

(c) Gladstone, A
strict' 1880-1980"'

Pubushed by the Gtadstone Centenary Committee - Mrs. Lesley Lehmann,
Editor. 278 pages, hard cover, plentiful black and white photographs,
sketches, mars and diagrams, $12.50.

The Gladstone Centenary Committee has produced an excellent "centenary
history" that is visually highly effective, being profusely illustrated
with many well reproduced "old" photographs, maps, dragranrs and so
on, and being organised and set out in such a manner as to be either
a rewarding browse or an interesting cover-to-cover read.

The 15 chapters \rhich concern vital aspects of the town's existence,
such as Raihrays, Agriculture, Water, Aborigines and Family Histories,

1.



to name five of the chapter headings, are each \rritten by a different
resident thus gathering together the widest 'Pool' of loca1 knowledge.
Unlike some local histories, this 'product' is definitely rot 'duJl' but
has a professional presentation without resorting to being too
'commercial', and it is evident that there has been some quite thorough
research done, taking the book beyond a mere 'collection of
recollections' or chronology of the town's history,
The following is an extract from the chapter on'rTown Settlement":

"Like many other Australian country to\{ns Gladstone evolved from a tiny
settlement which had emerged around a great sheep run. Later part of
the great holding (of the Booyoolee Station owned by Herbert Bristow
Hughes - 200 square miles; from chapter 1, Ed.) was taken up by the
Government, subdivided, and several years later a town council was
formed, Originally Gladstone comprised two townshiPs. The private to\,.,n
is the older of the two and lies east of the rail,i/ay line. To stop any
further private surveys, the Government surveyed a town west of the
railway line and proclaimed it the Township of Booyoolie, after Hughes'
station. ln all appearances, the two towns were as one, uhich had a
railway line running through its centre, and had alrrays been knoun as
Gladstone. 1t was not until 1940, however, that this became official".
A very good 'buy' at $12.50 from the District Council of Gladstone,
s.4., 5473.

AnneIy Aeuckens

8, ARTICLES,

Don't wait until i9B6 to experience a centenary celebration! Quite a number of
South Austrafian country towns have arranged such celebrations, lasting
between a weekend and a week, in commemoration of vhite settlement or
council formation, Unless you have an attachment to a country district, you
would never, in alt probabiiity, have an opportunity to attend such a
celebration, although they are open to al1 and sundry.

It is a time !,/hen the town and district shows all its achievements and a
unique country life-style of home-cooking and hospitality, which are all the
more individual the further away they are from city influence. Each community
organization and person is encouraged to pool resources and knorrledge,
usually with council financial support, in order to give a face-lift to the
tovn, to erect monuments to faded settlements, and to record its history in
the form of a book.

Planning begins anything from eighteen months to five years before the event,
especially if facilities have to be upgraded and research carried out for the
publication of a book. Appeals for inlormation are usually made along the
o1d-fashioned grapevine to friends and relations who may have left the
district, to the local paper and, at a later, often more desperate stage, to
the reunion column of the Saturday "Advertiser". As the date draws closer, it
quickens the pace of the organizers and workers to almost fever pitch. If
everyone doesn't pul1 their weight they are likely to succumb to such a fever
that they are not able to enjoy the fruits ol their laboursl

The caravan park, old two storey hotels and private homes are filled to
over-flowing, with both past residents and visitors to be catered for during
this mini-Iestival. An o1d style ball opens the celebrations and launches the
book, concluding with a lavish supper. The next morning a pageant of floats

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REGiONAL CELEBRATIONS by M. E. Rasless,

8.



representing the various organ.izations, along with clattering iron \rhee1 farmm-a_cnrnery, 
. proceeds 

^along the only bitumen road in the to!,/n, the mainstreet, to the tune of an accompanying military band. The sight of a team ofhorses or bu'loLk" rakes anyone ov;r 70 or 50'back rnury y.i-r, ro cnild_hood
!-"rv._ "n",, lhe:r tdrher" argued over rhe virTues of hors;q ;nd rracror5. Dustyotd tray-top idrm rrucks are \,r'ell camouflaged to carry the ,rovdy, team oifootball players or the sedate senior citizens ptaying ciras. The humour thatkept the. pione-ers going is carrred on i.,iti ir,. prese;i generation,sinterpretation of their ancestor,_s .',Hard Tlmes,'; mothei trying to get anovergrown baby into the wash_tub by rhe o1d u,ood stove, 

",i"p-""a. Tf.t,in!over the sides of the truck, or ,/o prt_sav/yers cuLting a Log with a lonEcross-cut saw, while the third ',mate', is bludglng in the- count;y to., .e";i;;last.year's nevspapers. These processrons 
"i" ii,ruys Iul1 of -surprises 

anEimagination. The streets are dacorated with cotour"ed lieht; and the frontgardens look a lillle ,idr.Fr. ofren p;6rno,.6 bv a comperrriSn for rhe besr one.
1_..Pro,l. .address sy.ier plavs bano musi( rn ber!,/Fen keepinq everyonernlormed or where the action is, despite the souvenir programmi t6at is afsoreadily available.

Some dtstricts test the city driver,s ski11 and endurance when, in a cavalcadeoI carE. thev are led over .lusty roads to vibrate across wide stony creekbottoms, espicially when there . is .water 1n rhem. Arrlving at a heap of
:]*:.:....:f ,.'i". .. 1y",, {ir you're lucky). by rt^e empiy roaZ_side, a praquers .unverred. _ A_ potted h istory is then recalled oi life at the ijolaiedsettlement. which dred \dhen (he railwav pdscFd il by or \,rith .he advenL ofthe car that could take irs inhabltants to Urgg.. an-d better ptaces. tf thetown is sti11 associated and usually supported-"by the business'of a raitway,a steam-train is organized to come and go, or to take passengers along 'aspur line. These "iron-horses,,, as rhey hiss and cover thJmsetves in a cLoudof smoke and steam, are always a delight to both children ind aautts alike.
A football match bet\reen the curr€nt team and retired players provides somelively entertainmenr as the retired tedm puts up qurte '" i."a iigflt t. vlt.ithe current team thought v/ould be an.a"y g.r;. i.fro"t rJu"i""" in the newopen space hot wooden prefabs of the post_var period, around iheoriginal stone school house dismiss any notron thai the genJraiions don,t mix.The youngsters smile as ihe ,,oldies" -relate 

tr,e p.."t"'ifrey-'played on somepoor tedcher tust out of co.lege dnd senr ro rhri remole o;e_'teacher schoot.wrrn memorrec or exar time rn hot wood dnd iron buildines rn some drstant_paddock, another generat.ion wonders hou much rhe caipeted floors anaairconditioned education centre is apprecrated. However, ' any quatms ofj:itoy:y a:: soon forgotten a-s a dimonstrati"" o. Ji.pr"y takes theirattention. The present pupits obviously nusr enjoy learning 6y the fact ofattending schoot even on a Saturday m;rning .1usr- t-o prouaiy'show the visitors

Little groups of peopLe are seen talking along the streets, not lust at the
::.T.,", -:1,,::-.:,t 

I-1. eo,rI)s when you pass asain an hour or ." rut.'.. oi"pruy"
:_,.-:l:-_ 

p.lT:,", at otd, prices. .but _not for sate of course, dress the'sh6pwrnoows, I he heavy btack and dull chrome cquiprnenr ot the barber o.rhairrdresser',s shop looks posirively frigntening. liow drd anyone survtve ardrL, wllh rhe concoctions rhar rhe chemist -rxed rp. and ,hat memories thesighr ot rhat otd powde in bring bdc^, raded i"i.i"a iJ".r,,."menrs torLron rlour on lhe <ide ol .hc Cenerat Srore and the s-.rn6y51 ol the largeg.Lass _cases that disptayed the latest fashions ;f d" 
-idd," 

inside, havecleared th_e way for a self-serve super_marker of aeep frozen iake_aways anathe normal producrs that one would. frnd in d .r,y'.f,.p.- if.r. otd shetvingboards sril1 have their uses behind rhe Iong wooden'.oo.,i=. it.t now displayplastic -wrapped 
,,Mars-bars,, instead of ji.. .r ,,ar r_Jiy-"".t...,,. rr 

.y"i,
should look over the rickety paling fenc€-at the Ualk oi'ttr"-.nop, you ,.y

9.



see enamel s'igns ior "The Chronicle" or "Laurel Kerosene"' The old v'ooden
Kerosene Cases- that carried motor-spirit to the local garage, that is as black
now wilh grease as the blacksmith shoP it rePlaced, are likely cto be
scattered out the back, among the ancient models of cars, kept never knowing
v,/hat spare parts may be nleded. I can't help admiring the knowledge- the
mechaniis must have, from servicing the o1d models of local farmers who have
run out of ideas for imProvisation, to the more complicated imPorts of .the
tourists who have problems through not having their cars thoroughly checked
before setting out. in between they hawe to fill the thirsty tanks vith petrol;
no self-serve- out herel Good and bad seasons are reflected to some extent in
the style of housing in the town, and a walk around the back streets is well
worth while.

The conclusion of events is marked with Church Services, either at the
individual churches or a large inter-denominational one, often it's the first
iime i" ye"." th.ii they have-been so ful1. Either then, or at a later date' a

Lime-capJule is buried conta:ning a bortle oi Cenrenarv Wine' souveni's'
,horoe.'upfr., nerr'spapers abo-t -he eve_ls. and d cen'enaty book .rn a

i.".iEt" ' lined hole,' deep and ihick enough to endure an atomic blast'
i"".i".r, ,o be ooened in a h-rdred vears Iirne' II nakes one vorder hon

-"'"r "i tt,. sou_1 Auslrdlian counrry iown' $_ll remarn lo be auokFn a1 the
end"of a second century of rural Iiving. As loca1s rally together for a once

in a lifetirne celebration to maintain the town's name on the map, Perhaps we

can use the city facilities and resources to help these people in the remote

?arts of our society to discover the walue of their heritage too'

GOVERNOR GAWLER: EXPLORER (The Expedition of 1839) bv S. C' Dawes'

Proclamation Day, Adelaide, 1839 was a dismaL one for Mrs' Gawler' vife of
the Governor. Wis her husband, as despatches suggested, dead in the desolate
territory beyond the liorth west Bend of the Murray? l'Ias their eldest child
safe? I,J"ere tle two sons of Captain Sturt, left in her charge, to be orphans?

By evening she knew. Governor Gauler, his daughter.Julia, Captain and Mr5'
siurt, arri the battered remnants of a unique expedition v'hich had set out
five \,,/eeks before, rode into Adelaide from Ga\'l€r Town. But a personable
young man !,/as dead; only Mount Bryan marked his Passing'

The threads which wove this tragedy reached back even to London, and
concerned the Governor's aPPointment. Gawler was commissioned to reduce
South Australian food imPorta, to get the populous working, and to actively
expand the Province's giazing land in order to attract settlers, labour and
.^pitut; tt..iUy establi+ing Wakefieldian seu-sufficiency and an export trade'

However, this Program was dependent on selling the two notions of quiescent
natives and putlic- safety, as the murder of Colet Barker at the Murray mouth
in 1831, and_ the irrational fear of escaped convicts and bushrange's' had
both been a drag cn develoPmenr.

Since arriving in Adelaide in October, 1838, Gawler had exPlored widely, and
then had dev:ised one final move to accomplish all his objectives' A Murray
voyage, wlth rromenr to the Great North West Bend was Planned, uith a return
at6ng- the overland route. Such a demonstration of safety would 5urely attract
inve;tment. To the basic scheme, he added a side trip of exPloration north of
the river, and then dangled this bait before Captain sturt, first exPlorer of
the River Murray in 1829,/30. The !,romen selected were Gaw1er's daughter,
Iulia,I5 !ears ol'd, and Ilrs. sturt, together with her maid Eliza Arquckle, a
6cottistr iiaptist, abour 18 ye,rrs of age. The tu'o girls kept diaries of lhe triP'
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On the 22nd of November, i839, the party of 16 left Adelaide ior Currency
Creek. The Governor and the rest of the party travelled by .oach to the
Onkaparinga River, and then on horse-back through willunga and Mt. Compass
to join twelve surveyors camped at the creek. Trailing behind was Eliza' and
two men driving a tandem team in a four-wheeled dog cart. Bullock drays and
horse wagons carrying five beds, five tents, bedding and a canteen of
kitchen and dining equipment were sent ahead. Amongst the lood for the
expected tvelve day trip to the Bend was 4801bs, of meat, pickies, 6 loaves
of bread, biscults, vinegar, 251bs. of sugar, 121bs. of tea, pepper, butter,
f1our, oatmeal, oats, rice, spirits and five dozen bottles of lrine. There L/as,
in addition, 2 bushels of sa1t, weighing about 24o1bs.

The expeditlon v/as carefully structured with heavy stores being transported
by sea, and carts, to Encounter Bay and then to Currency Creek. A support-''party for the return journey, under Flnniss, went along the North Para River
from Adelaide across the Murray Plains, to wait on the river for the boats
and riders coming north.

The main party, after being caught in rain and hail, embarked at the
surveyor's camp in the three vhale boats and a gig, (commanded by Pu11en),
and sailed past Sturt Point, across Lake Alexandrina and up the Murray to
Morphett's Farm at \,lood's Point. Here they met three riders from tlreir partyl
and the dog cart, which had travelled along the northern shore of the lake to
uh€re sheep from Portland were rafted across the river.

It was a leisurely voyage for the first white these l/aters, relaxing
beneath an a\dning rigged by Pullen, even though Mrs. Sturt was pregnant
with her third son. A vastly different journey, in fact, to the epic voyage of
her husband ten years before. Sturt and Gawler l/ere nov, both 44, ]nd they,
together !r'ith PuIIen and the Commissioner of Police, lnman, Ied lhe group,
which also included Henry BryaE, an 18 year old aide of Ga\,ler's, recently
arrived from England, Arthur Ge1I, Gav7ler's secretary, and Mx. Etrange, a
taxidermist (who no doubt used alI the art of his particular prolession) who
came along to collect specimens for John GoulC. As guides they added
Encounter Bay Bob and Black Tommy, two natives of the Ngarrindjeri tribe, a
group of whon demonstrated fishing techniques and entertained the party at
Poomunda.

While occupied with sailing, rovring, fishing, riding, exploring and gathering
fossils, rocks and birds, the party proeressed by slov camps, unaware of
tensions building further east. They camped early in the eveninqsr ate with
silver cutlery fro.r fine china and linen cloths, and drank \rine from crystal
glasses; the candles and spirit lamps illuminating their specks of gracious
civilisation,

Only once did they get a fright, a foretaste of what Lay ahead. Gavler and
four horsemen went on too far ahead one day for the flotilla, and both groups
spent an anxious night tuelve miles apart.

At the Darling river crossing, far to the east, two overlanders lorned forces
to disperse a native attack. Alexa.der Buchanan had 4,000 sheet. and Tooth
550 cattie. Together they travelled to Lake Bonney, 'savaging' the natives,
until Tooth swam his cattle across the Murray to take the cut-off and
recrossed the Murray on its southern run,

Tooth and Ga\,,/1er met on December 7th. That night, inexplicably for the
Governor, the natives 'fired' grass around his camp and he shot at the
attackers. Buchanan on the 7th, further north, near the N.W. Bend with his
sheep, let his men take pot-shots at the natives on the opposite bank,
'bagging' at least one. On the 9th, Buchanan and three .ompanrons,
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separated from their grouP in order to Prepare a sh€aring camp near
Kapunda, met Gawler's tvo support drays on the river bank. They decided to
wait and greet the Governor. Once met, Sturt PromPtly asked whether lhey had
experiencea any hostility but Buchanan recorded in his diary, '... did not
sav we had shot any.' The following day, the Governor and the ladies
ariived at N.W. Bend and settled in at the Elbow Canp, while the exploring
contingent went'into the unknown north west country'

Six men left. Gawler, Sturt, lnman, two surveyors' Craig and Richardson, and
Henry Bryan. Each vere mounted, and they led a pack horse i^'ith two water
kegs for one day's supply, and food for three. Nov th€ tragedy began'
Deaeptively close was the mountain named for Bryan by Gawler. They planned
to find water on the second day. At their first camP, 32 miles out, one keg
had leaked and evaporation had reduced the other. The next day, while
debating whether to return, Gawler was deceived by a mirage of water and
trees ai the foot of Mt- Bryan. Eventually Sturt convinced him of the error'
but no!,/ the exPlorers !,/ere 40 miles out in waterless country and doun to
dribbles in th€ kegs. They decided to !r'ait for nightfall to return. But as
they waited, native tires shoued on the mountain and Gawler de.ided that
ihe;e promised rrater, and led his men a further 25 miles into the rocks and
ravines ringing Ut- Bryan.

It was Friday, l3rh of December, and Gawler had exhausted both himself and
his horse by midday, finding neither water nor natives. They decided to force
march 65 miles overnight back to camp. Ga\",]er, with Bryan, left at 6 p.m.;
the others aa 7 p.m. As Sturt led his horse a1,/ay, the native fires again
flickered on Mr- Bryan, but nolr, only unPleasant reality would save them' One
horse 'knocked up and vas abandoned' The oiher horses, almost three days
\rithout Lrater, i'er€ roped in line, but stumbled and fe]l as the four men
walked and sosetises rode towards the river. By the next afternoon, Sturt
vas the cxlly man on his feet. His companions were exhausted, unable to
move- As a last resorr Sturt stabbed a horse in the neck, bleeding it, so all
the men could drink- Sturt took only a little, but Craig and lnman gorged
theEselves to the Point of vomitting, and feli unconscious until Sturt roused
theE early the next morning. They pushed onwards for two hours, crossed a
ridge, and srood b€side the Murray uhere Sturt strictly rationed water to both
men and horses- As Cay broke on the 15th of December, base camp came alive
four hundred yards avay and the men finally reached safety.

tsryan, despite their earlier start, had not yet returned.
cil, Pu1len formed a relief party, but before starting

.he vest, falling from his horse, and was brought in
ered, but without any knowledge of Bryrn. Apparently,

i:'ier until Gawler's horse 'knocked up' sometime on the
. They then exchanged horses, checked compass bearings,
rending pushing on torrards the camp and returning with
r Sturt's party. But a 'ui11y-willy' forced him to dismount

b.rcalh a shrub. He lost consciousness for many hours before
rGDunt and letting the horse wander into camp.

r :. . .-: Janised Nith rLders and a boat going down t..
.: r . : ...ied at 6 a.n. a:1d remained in the saddle lo. -irj

parties untii :he\ found Bryan's dis.3...:
:-r r.lescope (bLii noi rr:s crmpdss) and a nole:r.:.9

:::::id headin.q S.s.E liere rhev sau where rr-,e .. rri:
: r. ing three d.Ivs n.irc!: ;'ater. had b..d.. ris

r::3ded vrest, aral ar..r i:.e r:!e.. il.\3n: :...cks

t1-



southern .hemispiere and his su?posed S.S.E. course was, in reality, directed
southwards, and thus he had valked to his death parallel to the southern runof the Murray.

Three months later, the horse ridden by Bryan found its way to Adelaide l,ith
'hooves as long as skates' and trailing a teiher.

GauI€r's explanation, however, takes IIo account of the aggressive natives ofthe N.W. Bend, vrhom he had considered friendly and sure io help Bryan. Butthey had sufiered at Buchanan,s hand, and no doubt watched "Gawler,s
meeting Liith both Tooth and Buchanan, and the subsequent journey to Mt,Bryan. The-compass, though, may be significant in anorh;r wai; Co1;t Barkerwas speared uhile using a compass, somethlng whrch rhe native; sav as beinga magical eye. Significantly, the loca1 natites never revealed themselves 6
the_ canp while the expLorers were away, nor during the subsequent weekwhile the parry searched. ca!,/ler,s t.ackers were not o-f the local ileople andas strangers they may have been too frightened, or even rrarned ofi, fromreading signs correctly when they ,lost, Bryan,s tracks on the sand f1at. ltis incredible that two trackers, who had back-tracked cavler to where he
s€parated from Bryan, and then followed Bryan to his clothes, would ,lose,
the track of a man either \^,alking, or stumbting and crawling for rrater; orof a man attacked, speared and left. Onli other nat.iv-es could haveobliterated all the traces. Simitarly, the ,knocked up, horse must have been
i,,/ell 

. 
scared to break 'its rope and bolt away from water; a calamity Br:yanwould have mentioned in his note if he had intended continuing ,^,itl itehorse. Conversely, if he intended abandoning it, he woutd not hate tetheredit, but turned the horse loose and conceivably \rritten an explanation.

A. rational explanatior seems to be that Bryan perhaps secured his horseirhile both cooled off, wrote his note at 9 p,m., and then, before continuingduring th€ night, was surprised and carried off with his magic eye b!
'avenging' natives who then obliterared the obvious signs of their vis'it (ii.r
order to satisfy the rirhites) but left enough to warn off ihe 'foreign' trackers.

Ga!,/1er's lat€r explanation, and another by sturi, both smack oi expediency,
The_ rationale of cawler's poticy was to selt pubtic safety, and'atthouihneither he nor Sturt kn€v of Buchanan's depradations before' exploring, it -is
unlikely that no blame at all was attributed to nativds for 

_ 
Bryan-'s loss

among Buchanan's and Gawler's men when they met again on Dece;ber 24th.By then, personal regrets could be replaced by poliiic;1 considerations underthe guise_ of faulty compasses, or, in Sturt's casi, that Bryan abandoning thehorse. led to .his _vanishing, and a1so, very convenien li, Bryan's br-otherremembering that Henry suffered recurrent dizziness. Ceriainly, one of thediarists involved, subscribed to Bryan as having, 'found his'grave in the
stomachs of savages and fel] a sacrifice to governm;nt po1icy.,

But on the 15th of December, the promise that no more could be sacrificed wasfast replacing tranquil memories of the voyage north. Sturt wanted to head
home, the three weeks' stores lrere going fast, desplte Finniss, supplies, butGawler had searchers out until pullen and the boats with Black }'ommy leftfor the lakes on the 20th. A courier was despatched to Adelaide foi moresupplies, and it was his reports to the 'Southern Australian, for itsChristmas edition which alarmed the town, and caused the cancellaflon of
Proclamation Day ceaemonies.

On the 2lst, cax/ler \rith the support vehicles, followed the river and turnedwest along Buchanan's route to the shearlng camp between Iulia Creek andpresent _Hamilton. - 
Strangely, v,ith cawler,s experience on the voyage, andreturn from Mt. Bryan, the overland party divided into four, osieniitly toincrease the chance of finding water, bur perhaps also to find good g"rass
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and iusiiilcation for the whole exDedition' The Sturts' Julia' and Bob the

.'".tJ.--ii"a a horse cart, and ionsisted one partv'- lnman' and Trooper
'E;"";;;""; - 

;;r,.sed another, 'na 
cu't"' Ge11 ;nd Gerald.. were the 'rhlrd

;;;;;:- i;" 
-io,i,,n, ,i,r' vetricref aiawn tv t'orses and bullocks' comPrrsed

Ei",,l 
' 
^.ri,.rr"l 

t.u'g, n"l'a'a'on, King' iwo servants' lsaac and william'
and Strange the taxidermist'

1., eiohr ddvs the iour eroups "r_ugglpd losdrd- C'a"'eI lowr' 'url:ng
I'"i."1""'r,'I"'.,"". "'..',u, a'ist.i "wa"'i"na c'ossrns rockv hiLts' 'eel'1ns
*.r.r] tooa dnd shellel fror 'jirior- d'd ove-ldnder'' 'dnps 
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I-"1- r^^rh ^n.l B-chandn. ,ii"e "" 

rJy lre groups r'"velleo 'epdralel)'
:[i;r,.;:";;gn'.'J,;.h"" otr-en rosr 

""cn 
oi'"r in IhF $r''rellne ]-edt'

""-J-*ii"'io.."a 
io resort to brackish water and salt damper' The tenperature

iilj"'".1J 
-u.i'*""' ias a"g.""" F' and Ls2 desrees F' one nishi. Eliza's pa'tv

;;;'i;; .n 0.,,. vile- and 'pi'':i !i""n "bv 'loorh vho 6ad errau"'ec "11
lii".'"'".it".'.- on (h!r-rmds on. 

""E''"'' 
wi'h orec ou" qucndongs n"1J rn

; "''',.i:"i;;;; iii," "^a e,". 
' 
t'i" 'o n'" bur she sFnr hir owdv wrrh narl

il: i:,i;, ;; ;.;.;;; 1;.- fi;;. srurt dnd urrd rhe nelt niqh'' cur or contdcr

drrh rhe others, E-rld cdmpeo ur o ti'tt'- mudho e th" sr?F ot F nan's cd,ld'

iron1 \/i,'r.i' ..r, *.t.. ..,.ir u; L"" used sunpoUder !o srart a fire The

;;;i".i;;- i.;a out his risht eve, sprit his no-se'' and tore a\"/av his cheek'

tri ne survived to walk to Government House'

The final run in \,/as easy for most' Gawler 1ed the travellers in and Adelaide

;::; ;;i;;"";: ii;". .,"." made to c€rebrate Procramation Dav on 10rh Ianuarv'
itiai,. 

.'u"r..lr.".ly, 
Ellza's Partv' although re-equipPed ^with 

fresh horses

""i u"rl..i., r.'ai aetavea a 'i'*r on tXe arav' loose from the hear and

i^it"-"",- i'ir.l1v coitaised, and then one on ine vagon' and the horses

s.iiii. tir,l,- i.; lsaac were uion" to 'utt the final mile. from North Adelaide

t"'C"".r:-rl.t -ii.use, where lsaac sot medical attention' but he unfortunatelv
i"r"i- "i..irr'- "i,"rwardg. 

EIiza ioot'- u ql's' or water from Mrs' Gawler and

Iil'i ij"r'r*i ,"^'t-t"-si"., home on East-Terrace' stoPpins at a tinsmithv in
i',l"ir." s,i""t r". 

''i".ill". drink' The man save h€r. one' and walked her home

;;'li;.1' q"".i.. miLe. rhev were eventuallv married'

The next dav, December 29th, \'as a Sunday that year' and Eliza Arbuckle'

i:;t;;,'i;i ";;;i; ..J -e11, rose raie' perrectrv rerreshed' bur bro'\''n as

a berrv' and, to the great astonlshment of 
-Captai; and Mrs' Sturi' as well

:. -;; 'h..;ii,' ii".".a i.' .r,,,.fr.' c"nop', u' ''t'" '"n' like 'nanv hedd" or

1"".."..n, depar'nenIs Ialer, 'he wonaered whelher much good lo _h' colony

i"ria *""'r fiom rhe erplorarion' T'r'e had the arsuer'

lntensification and Diversification

With settlement expansion stalled bv uncertain rainfall in the north' bY

.."....i'" r"""i",i.ti in the Southea"st and the mallee vegetation on Eyre

i-";;;;;i" 
-"rli-l'ri. 

rl".."v 1".d;; ""''" 
south Austrahans in ihe rate 1880s

i.." ,.r-i"" ro diversily ih i, otoo'-'tts and devetoo new Iechnolosr^_ to wresl

:";';;i;=..iu." r..r' exrsting resouxces' (26) None of these experiments

i."r1'"T""'.'.ri'-j.a 
'.p|.r..,i'i 

"""ults, 
but coltectivelv thev marked a nev

ihu." ,n'^ttltuo"" io Id'rd r"sour'e manaqement'



As the colony a,/ith the most meagre tiftber resources South Australia becamethe , pioneer of 
_ 
for€stry in Ausiralia u'hen an act of 1973 granted for

]:ldov,n€rs a subsidy- of t2 pe-r acre for tree planring. More im-portant wasthe gov_ernment's declaration of forest reserves on which there were 155,000acres (54,900 ha) by 1886 and.the planting of 6,680 (2,j2O ti) tn ptunt.tio.,",
most of it initially in the southern Flindeis Ranges east of port pirie. tt waithe seemingly omniscient and omnicompetent coyde-r who recognised the superiortree-growing potential of the Southeast rather than the Nort-h and who playedan important role in promoring pinus radiara as the rtmber sDecres tiketv t6prove mosr useful and protirable. 127)-

In- the. early 1880s plans to subdivide for sale the ,government farm' atBelair in the Mount Lofty Ranges triggered Adelaide,s fir"st ,environmentalist,
protest movement on the grounds that the bushland should be retained forpubuc- benefit rather than pass inro private Iands. The campaign bore fruitin 189i when the Governor assented to the Narionat park ict creating atBeIair Australia 's second national park after Royal National park soutl ofSydney. (28)

South Australians had regarded the River Murray chiefly as an artery of
c-ommerc€ enabling them to tap western pastoral ari:as of New South Wales andVictoria. By the mjd-eighties the river \das being seen as a potentialirrigation source and stimulus ro small scale farming-following the s;ccess ofi,rrigated fruit - farming in California and rhe sciemes beq"un in northernVictoria in 1882. (29J civen the unproven rechnotoey anE markets SouthAustralian governments !r'ere unwilling to do more t"h'an encourage privateirrigation ventures. ln 1888 the Chaffey Brothers, pumps began i,orking atRenmark and land r,/as on offer at f2b per acre ior 'orctra_ra blocks. "The
official government handbook for the Adelaide Jubilee International Exhibitionin IB87- vrote grandiosely: ,,tf, by a graduai system oi f..1r, ttre normailever ot I he river can be raised, so as ro provrde on rhe one hand apermanent water carriage, and ar the sdme time establish a naturdlretlcutatron ol water by graviration over rhe chief portions of thosemagn-ificent plains along its banks, no doubt a num;rous and happy
!..p]'.I-",,^t.y::I* !-.- nl.1t"a.^ip"g its banks,. (30) with the financiar corlapleor rhe cha rrey Brothers in 1892 rhe govcrament relucranrly became involved' inthe administration of water and sibsrdies io village 'settle;ents, but thevigorous prosecution of state-aided setflement and the -creation of a distinctiveRiverland region had to avait the Murray Waters Agreement of 1914 and thepopular pressures to settle returned servicemen after iie trro World Wars.

Of greater importance in the medium term were the experlments conducted
lu,ring rhe IBBOs !',irn the dpplication of superphosphate rt whear crops. thed-ebate over taltowing to conserve moisture and checi declining yields ;nd theslow realisaiion thar sheep grazing mighr Ue aa,anLaeeousii combined !r'irhwhea.t cropping. The pages of rhe monthty rurat journa-i The Garden and therrer.o 

. 
rhroughoul rhe eighries and nineries reported on a !,;;f i-6.EEE;ien?-experiment and debate on farms and. at Roseworthy Agricutturat Cotfige. Thejournal was tireless in condemnrng the ,pit.iii". 

"v"t.nl of landimpove_rishment by continuous wheat growLng' ina rn argling that ,this
slovenly practice mistermed farming, mu'st .ooi". o. f.t". U"'i.pi...a ty ."i.rational methods of cultivation,. including the raising of other crops UesideqTheat, combined as far as possible .l[,ith giazing,. (3f)-
Experiments- i^,ith superphosphate vere begun at Roseworthy in 1882 on thearrival of J,D. Custance, the first profess;r of agrrcultute,'and continued byhis successor in 1887, Wiltiam Lowri;. Adoprion 

"f" tf,. lia.ti.e Uy tfre gene;ibody of farmers was slov untit the mid-nineties wh;; ii.r.- 6..*ri Brothers ofMinlaton on Yorke Peninsula hit. upon the idea of mrxinj .."-ff q.."titi"" 
"isuperphosphate with the seed v,he;r in their American_inpo.tua ?.iff", t:Zl

r'1 .



Once again a folk innovation of the South Australian frontier produced a

t"cfrni.a"l t."attfrrough that was to enlarge the productive capacity oJ the
ii"J ."a to provide-a technology that aIlo;ed further adv^ance of agricultBral
ii""}.." i" ihe perioa 1900-14-.' Diffuslon of the 'new' farmlng v'ras greatlv
aiaea Uv the esta6lishment in lBBB of the central Agricultural Bureau and its
tiu".n.! i" the farming districts. This was a self-helP farm extension service

".i-_"p 
.i* years befire the establishment of a government Department of

,qoii."f,r.. aid its conception owed much to the energetic Albert Molineux'
.a'iJ .i Cura"" and Fie1d. (33) lts alms were 'to collect and publish u'ith
the ara oT--Ei!liii?--Eii6us information of every kind calculated to prove

teneficiaf to the colonists engaged in . . . Pursuits -connected u'ith the
."iir""ii". of the soil'. Its firai Annual rePort expressed the hope 'that the
;;;; -;;:;". oi ^er,.uIt..re, 

dairvins, hortlculture, etc' \'ri11 be so advanced
t"'ir'.- ""J".r.r.s-of rhe Bureau-uni it" dist.i.t auxiliaries that an era of
;;".;".tw witt te -".oe.,."a as having commenced conLempordneous'y with the
i"i"'"r-ir." of rhe Bu[au oI Agriculrtre'. Tne era ol dg'r(u]LUraI prosPeriiv
i;;-"";;'--! v""is ,l',..a but ;as to dePend rn conciderabre mpa"u"e on t)^e

al!."*-"",1.t ol information on larm pra'r-c"s by the Burearr dnd on irs
aiii.rtrt-" of varieties of rust resistant and drought tolerant wheat seed'

THE PASTORAL 1NTERIOR

Despite the initial official emPhasis uPon agrlcu'lture' . the pastoralists in
i."it e"it""ri. had played a -role in the exPansion of European settlement

""iu siritar [o rhat of their coniemporaries in the olher colonies' Here' as

"i"""t "i", 
ihe pastoralists were the first to occuPy most of the land which

,i" i. t. settl;d by Europeans and their descendants and in 1980 exclusive
Dastoral land use siill occupies 48 per cent of the area and 58 Per cent of
ihe rural holdings of the colony.

Bv 1888 the South Australian pastoralists had reached the edges of, and
io'."ili oenet.ated. the central diserts of Australia. They were in the van of
if,. alsfratian advance into the arid zone. Although {0 Per cent of the area
oi ttr" t."."t at the peak in 1884 vas not stocked (and much of this
.r"."i"tiu" area vas to be abandoned in the next decade vithout ever having
U'."n- ito.t"af, on the stocked leases outside the Hundreds sheeP and cattle
n,r.L."" g""r'f.om 17 per cent of the Co-lony's total. in 1877 to 24 P-er cent in
i884, rea"ching their s;parate peak in 1892, when they comprised 25 Per ce-nt

oi-it. iot"r, -By 19oo tlie propoition had droPPed back to 20-Per cent and by
iiad'-i.';." ho'"u.ing ar""'na ^ s Per cent. Atlhe pea-k in 1892 36 Per cent of
ii"- c.i"nr'" cattle, 26 per cent of the sheep and 10 per cen! of the horses
,.i.-griii.g on Ieases beyond the Hundreds. (34) Cattle were driven along
the tr-avellli'g stock routes or the Transcontinental Railway south from Hergott
ipii"ci tli,{".iu"l to serve the colonial meat trade, and sheeP Provided exPort
;'.;i-';.;' ."fii f"" slaushter; the horse trade with lndia had slackened
considerably, ho\rever, in the 1880s'

lilhile the Dastoral landscape of the front'ier varied in detail the basic
."In"o"u"t. iere the homesteid as headquarters for staff, with outstations at
iiii't"ei. ""nt.ur locations and some fenced paddocks, xrith- watering points
ii.t"a_ tv rough tracks. one examPle illustrates the details for Properties
.cret'lishad in the I850s.

'Wirrealpa' Station in 1888 conPrised three - Pastoral leases totalling 798

..""." i'rif"" (206,682 ha). The ljrgest lease (lio. 1558 of 602 square miles)
frla u"." consolidaied in 1858 from- lo previous leases \'/hich had been taken
,o- Uu totn Chambers over lhe period- I85b to lB58 and (aPart from one)

tJan"i"rrea to Phillip Levi I P'obably as a morrgage to cover droughL lossesJ

i" fA6S. fh" two eaitern leases fringing the Lake Frome salt flats vere not
i""J- ""iir 1867, and then by John Airgas who had taken uP the original

18.



l:.,"":.:t,the neighbouring property to the north ,Arrovrie, in 1858. Chambersnao arso reased a oorrion or this area in 1855-56 bur by t8g2 had disposed oith[s..ro Angas, who rhen owned,rhe ;;;"e-j.as;'."rpririig':",j1.."arpa, as welas 'Arrowie'. ln 1884 however borh propertles !,/ere'held -lv Wl[owie Land andP€storal ,Associalion Limired, wnose'Iease, ",;;;";'-"""i,r;;ds to rhe New5ouLh wales border and .omnrised .a Iurther 6,436 square .,t". rf,SoA,di'i f,.llot ,,hich onty 875 square rnire-s- (226,625 h"l ;;s ';""i;;kl"a. r3sr tn L88Bwirh rhe terminarion -of rhe 1857_58 i;;-se; w;;"i;;,-Ju"'.uta,,ta.a in,ofive new btocks of from 135 to I77 square .it". -ifyijaS8 
iii - n. offered atauction for re-leasing.

The 'I/irrealpa' properry in IBgg. stretched rrom sparsely \rooded foorhrlls oflhe Flrnders Range (rhe Bunkers) eastwards on ti ttre'salitusl and corronbush plains of the Lake Frome basin, Alreaay the o.igrn"i"i".a station hadbeen abandoned, and a more central iocarion i" th; i;;;;; 1b."" ""t.sii.t,.awith huts and associated horse paddocks o"t o" it" fflin.. ro"t and ririr€fences. divided up most oi the p;operty but rarely'iriltJ-ir," 
"t""1 .iJj""and did not enclose aI1 of thi eastern leases. 'The 

""rll."- .f the smatlerpaddocks around the head station indicared the h;i;.; ;rence for sheepbefore and a trer shearins while rhe I".e". p"J;".k1-;"".. -;j"". persona I or
11..:]lly l:I:.. A radiar -par.tern. or ,,".r'" -r 

ii[J-;ii ;.;r"'; polnrs. uhethernaLural springs or excavaled wells and dars, with ihe hurs -on head srarion.S€asonal distribution of rainfalI, however, probably dlt.i.i it.t the eastern_plains, 
-woura be used only afrer winter ratns nad ".rJ-1f," creeks to runand fill th€ dams_,_ Although thunderstorm€ *ight ;.".k lie dry season,summer grazing wourd gradually retreat to the fo;thiI1s as the surface watersdried up.

The Pastoralists

At the peak of the area under tease, in 1gg4, 345 owners in South Austraiiaheld pastoral teases beyond the Hundreds. (:6)' molt 1i-it,. r,.rai"g. comprisedon averaee tess ,hat 1000 sauare mitcs (c2600 sq. I.,r, a"a ig per cenr \r/ere
]"..:,^,hil.._,9,0 .i,,^.. 

. i.J^".^^12q.qoo na r . n, " i;;,;; rii."r,'"r,o,",e., o,n"oto,y,y squace m,es r4,JtiZ,02t ha) ot ]eases: his rearest rival vas in lacrthe Willowie Land and pastorat Company .tit, Z,;ZA-"qr... mites (2,014,502
1"" 

),., 
^r 11,^"-,1,jt].-- 

r€p resen te d 71 per ieni oi the owners 
-una 

r1"ra 66 per cent
:1-:nu_.u.u.:-; partnerships comprised 28 per cent of the ovners, t,"rai"d iO p"lcenr or. the area. compdnies conpriced ,Fe remdininq " inorr.y. ".f itr.partner.t^'ps JI per cen. !"er- iam.rv concern. owninq ,i -p". :;., or i.re drEdheld by alt partnerships.

Already there was evidence thar, caprraLists were acquirlng properties widelyscariered through rhF colony, and rndt freeholo l"nr 'Lilhrr: rhe HunJre I\ wasbeing -uiorked rn assocration with remote pastorat reases 
- 
in i-he interior. At

ti^1 -8-,.11r,,1rr:,s 
already had property in other colonies, but the exrenr oflnrer-cotonrat integration of their operations awaits further research. (37)

Occupation of rhe Rano.

I^1. .]1,,11, -provision, in r836, for .rhe common of pasturase. on unsord Lands
::.--."r,#,,,]1..-..y_:i:.- rn rhe proporrion or 1280 acres r5i2 ha) tor every 80dcres (Jz na, purchased. Droved_ impossible to administer and was geneiallyignored by pastoralists. [$t rrre 'resuttan, -irle"i".i".i.;.,e" 

of the unsotdCrown Lands led to ,an Act for protecting the Waste Lands of the Crown inSouth Australia from encroachment, intrusiin una i.""pi."i-'1e' vic. No. B ofiB12). This reourred Ddsroratrsts ro rakc ou, Occupaiion or DepasrurrngLicences ano to puy 
"n assessmenr o, ,r,J, ,tiir.. i:;"#;:",.i unrrr ,he l84qorder-in-Counc it, which authorised pasrorar leases 

-i"; 
t;' ;;;.", and whichcame into force in 1851, were pastoralisrs requrred to;r;vidi-;etaits of their
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runs. Thereafter, for the flrst time' the expansion of the

.o,rfa t" a"".t..nted over space and through time'

24.

The pasroral expansion arler lB5l raPidly oc(^upied lhe, oPen-,woodrands and

ili".'", "'"i"j"1".[i of rhe plains and va]1er's of rhe sourhern Frinders Ranges'

i;;-;;."";--;, I855 weri o".'p''ne moit or rne land which uas to be

i.l,",i"i"a'"."i,.,1.,i".r r.na *i,r''i'i ir''1" decI6-ed Hundreds bv i88B' (3q) Here'

;;-'Z;;";;"*' in Australia, some of the best asricultural land \,as flrst
U.."!-tti i",. commercial production as Pastoral stations'

A maior check to the rate of exPansion came in the .mrd-1860s through' a

:",,;i;:;.;";i' .i..,*"t."|".. ttre' termrnation or. 
- 
the 1851 ,leases in 186s'

:iii;i.;";i;".;'oi-,,"\, r"u"". foi a simrlar perrod tI4 vears) but at increased

;";"-i";:;-;p;; oifical valuations of the !razing caPacities of the leases in
i; 'i.;--;;"..'e" season', tosether with a massive drousht .on the northern

-:..'^:;, :";.;: - uhlch krlrld over quarter of a million sheep and almost

i,ii'I"",r.'J"'. j ..,:'t"'-- u.".,er" Proresrc dnd thredrs to .abandon therr l"Jse"

i;il'',nJ' ,";.."-rl.j.- u"i "' spe'cia' ortic'd s'rvev or 'r\e s'aie ot Ihe

ll..ii,"i" nln"'. 1e0' The Survel '"'oen''"a lhe ocs'c svnpa-rh'ed wirh rhe

i""i...i,.i"1 po',rio. ona aonrited thar evervone' rncluoins rhe governmen"

;;;";;;; o..,'".lop,-,'",-. about Ihe capabir' re" oI rhe countrv' A- dn

t'rT"ai-"?- .;;;;.J- a;.""v.'-General Govder wd5 ordered north to delimit the

drousht area as the basis to. .""t ."rier to drought-affected Pastoralists, and

I;""ft;.,;'i^";. l.".a,,".t A.t ar1 vl.. No' 2I oi 1867) orrered new leases for

il' "t*iffii-:t'.=t=;d" 
u,itn tn" promise or pavment at the end or

;;.';;.; f". ai1 watering facilities put in bv the Pastoralists'

The response of the pastoralists vras rapid' Wlthin. a year the lands

"t""a.""1i in the drought haJ bee" re-leasert and with imProved rainfalls
6vertnencxtdecdderre.o,"oft*pun''onolnewPaslorarleasesPa-alle'red
iii o,il'. ""i' ,i"'-rbso..- t7t ' sv tssr the expdnslon hod peaked aI 2J4'3{0

11""..-.tr". ieo,oia,oeo hd) or'62 p"' cellt oi the area of the colonv under

ll"io."r r."." - a ilcure never to be reached aga'n'

The mid-1880s recurrence of drought, togeiher with th.e imminent termination of

ii:: ';'i;;; 1.-.-;--;; 1888 a-nd siEnals rrom the sovernment that the

illL,.'i','ir'i.^il',-',",iJ t" -"ua''Ided and orrered ro' rurther lease ar rents

r^ hp fire.l at Dublic .rr.tton t"t" to have Pricked the bubble of what

::,':;p;;;;; p""t!."iii'.;lmitted ras rn parr' a speculalive boom From

tBSl the pastoral leased drea declrned steadilv to lS96 Pickcd uP brrelly
iili i'ii,'ie"-i" 

-,.-.-r,g"ie in 1900 which onrv matched the area of the

mid-1870s.

The Outlook from 1888

As had been the case tventy years eariler, the latter years. of the eighties

'i"."'"" i'..il,a oi ".upp."i"ai in Ihe pastora' IndLs^trv bevond I-e Hundreds'

i" iniir'effo.ts o .aiitain their oDeratrons manv of -he erisring pastoralisrs
;:."";; .h;-;;;ss of bidding up the rents on the new offlcial subdivisions

.i'in"* 
-""pii"a 

leases, thus 
"t"Jtittg 

t frnancial burden thev were later to

."g."i-O,-t "'.i ft"fd off, vaiting for m&e favourable terms from the government'

By 1888 considerdble exPerience o ihe Droblerc Iacing pastoral €xpdnsion into

the lnterior hod come ro l'ghr ' Thd envirornental 5lresses ol in(redsed

freouencv ol d-oushis. l."*o,"'i"tt and cost of rrdnsporl and commrrnrcalions
:'^'-:-ii;.', ",,,.".E r'". dinsoes which lo'ced a reversion Lo costlv

:;:,;;:;;'t;e, 
-';;;p",ition r.o," "rdbbits (som" or khich seem r' have been

transDorted into the interlor by Aborigrnes)' (42) tropical animal diseases'

iiii"'""i-ir'".-i"..i'.rr".i. .r o"i'-g'u"ig aror'rnd the"^permanent water points'

:;"r'".; 
*r;;; -1.- r""r. - other iolonie-s or io different outlets for their

flocks and herds



inve-stm€nts. Certainly the p-astoralists l/ere sensitive of their image ascapitalists and conscious of popular pressure to curb their apiarentmonopolies of the colonial ranges, (44) They could point to the heavyFexpendjture their Iarge holdings required and that 'dev;lopmentr, as one oitheir number eloquenrly pu1 iL, was .after alt a greaL tort;ry,. r45) Bu1 rhe
r69.Os \rere to 5hov rhar desprie all the evidence ol past loases, Lhere weresrlLr many ready to gamble on the fortunes of the pastoral industry in south
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i) South Australian Horse Driving Society Newsletter, January,
r Thp Nal ona- TrLrst ol Sorrh AusLr,r' " Ne"'lelter. No.

Since January, 1981, the follo\ding Newsletters and lournals tav. t'tet' ttceitlea'

a) Austral'ia 1888, Bulletin No. 6, November, 1980.
b) Australia 1938, eu-IIEii; lio. 3, December, 1980'
c) Australia 1938-199tr,-Bulletin No. 2, December, 1980.
d) Canberra and Distriii-Ftorical Society Newsletter, Nos. 220 and 221,

Decembe-, l9B0 and FebruarY, l9BI.
e) lohn McDoual I SLuart Socierv Crrculdr Ler ler, DecFmber, 1980'
ri ii.t, Richi Pa'rer. Vo.. B, No-iffil98l.
e) Ro ;I--Tnst;;E;; Historical Society Neusletter, No. 1 New Series'

January, 1981.
h) itoyal GeograPhical society of Australasia (S.4.

voi. 16, No. 10, November, 1980'
Branch) 1nc,, Newslettex'

1981.
105, February,

1981.
k) ihe Push from the Bush, A Bulletin of Social History, No.8, December,

1)

a)

8, No. 1, lanuary, 1981.

10, NEWSLETTER ARTICLES.

Graeme Davison, "First Thoughts on Religion in 1BBB"

Ualter Phillips, "A Response to Graeme Davison's 'First Thoughts"'
Huch lackso;. "The Place ol Religron in 1888"
AIan D. GilbeLt, "ReIieion and Sociery"
R.l. Sellect , "staienen( on Hislory of Educal'on"
Parricia Crimshav. "Women in the 1888 Volume"
Ailsa Mcleary, "Reader to Writer"
EIIen VcEwe;, "Australian Country Towns as Socrdl cvslems'
Bruce Virchell, "lJrbanisar)on in Ne$/ England in tie I880'c"
David Denholm, "s1ightly Marvellous Wagga Wagga"
Malcolm Thomis, "Thoughts from the Barcoo"
B.J. Dalton, "What Makes North Queensland History Different?"
W. Ross Johnston, "The Locality and the Environment"
Henrv Revnolds, " Race Relations"
terry trvine d.1d Bob Connell. "CIass rn 1888. Theme or Theo'v?'
Duncan llaterson, "Politicians as People"
Maicolm D. Prentis. "The Scots and Australian History"
Michael Durey, "The Death Registers of the Registrar General as sources

b)

for Social and Demographic History"

lda Vincent, "Libraries in 1938"
Ruth Thompson, "David Jones' centenary celebrations
Carolvn Fasmussen, "The Auslralian Peace Congress,
lean 

"Teasdale. "Auslralia 1938 and oral history:
number 2"
Wendy Lowenstein, "They stamPed on their heads:
Templeton"
Keit_h CoIe, "The final frontier of the farthest coast: Aborigines and
non-Aborigines in Eastern Arnhem land in the 1930's"
la.ck Horner, "Aborigines and the sesquicentenary: the dayrof mourning"
L windor, on life in lhe lare I9J0's
Dre\,,/ Cottle, "The moods of Sydney's bourgeoisie in 1938"
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1838,1938"
September 1937"
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d)

c)
Pauline Watson, ',The permanent casuals of my childhood,,
Ann Currhovs, "The remakine of rl^e working class in Austratra in rhe1950's"
A.W. Martin, ,,A neu middle ctass? A note on the 1950,s,,
Seminar - Australta in the 1950,s
Brian Dickey, ,,A tate of t\,ro houses: Sydney 1937_1951,,Andrew spauIl, ,,History of education ai,a ti. i6jB-iSSA 

"orume,,Janet_MarPhail,,,lllom;, .Aborigines and rrealiti r"-q".l""i;"a 1939_1980:some prerlmrnary thoughrs,,

1:-L" :::-l:y o.-1yins .towards the offic^iat crose of summer, I thousht I
Il,r9-lr. r:er9du.c: the fotlolying extract from the Canberra and Di;trictHrsrorlcar. 5o^clety Neri/stefter of February this year, which concerns the)u-n annrversary 

"ot the opening of rhe Canberra Svimming pool. TheexrracL rs part ot rhe ,aller dinner,, speech of lohn Cump"ston ar theanniversarv dinner: Mr Cumpston arrived with his iamily in'ianterra in192'1.

"The opening. of the Canberra Swimming pool at the end of 1930 was anevent to which Canberra had looked foriard for some time.

As. a Universiry student, dorng my course in MelbourDe, I saw Canberlaeither in rhe hot, dry summirs or in the shorr *,acationJ, !rhen themountains *e'" .o',erei' in snow. rhe ,a;;.; -i;."' -f'"-;-' 
i! L uou.n" inthose days was 3o/-. when I walked out of the ,iii*.y- 

"Lti., 
in 1928 Icould see nothing b\rt d sea of grass seeds 

"o"t.f,'i"g":a.-.o." to n"aHilt, and I had Id ask where Canb-erra r,.,"". r ;;;;-'io :p.i"i"un hou. .
9_"I S:"i*t. my socks from grass seeds: there vere no' fo-otpaths andone nad ro take to the paddocks.. There were practically 

". 
b.rr.", ;;;even in that era thev 16n ar a loss. you couid t"ti *tun_-th-" Uu. *..coming because of the-cloud or aust ir,"t-it riii"i ""'ir,."i'i.""'ir"t".

The population of Canberra wa-s. between 5,OOO and 10,OOO. The cityconsisted of seven suburbsi Eastlak-e (KingstJnl, fAu"rf.u,-'fo".""t, a"torr,R€id, Ainslie. and .tltesrridse (yarralum)a)i 
"";h 

;;i;,;;;c -r.,o 
,o," t..,

lyu lrouse-:, buL \,rhen the job was tinished and renants allotted r! rhenouses, there \rere only 99. Government House stood isolated in itscountry setting. The Visitors' Book was left at Wa;;--iiock, forconvenience.in signrng. tn those days *. l,;e.. inuir"J-io pluy ,unnr"v,ith Lady Isascs, wife of rhe Governor_CeneraI. Ii ," 
"in,I"a t" .*i,\re went down to a basin in the Molonglo niver lei"v 1llu-'po-r"" Xo,]"".To reach it one followed the track to- Duntroon, l,rfri"f,__l.a 

- 
u..o.. tf,.dam val1. The RMC swam there on occasions.

My father (Dr J.H.L. Cr^p"tor, I,,|u. Director-General of Healrh) decreedthat everyone should be clean on entering the pool, so one-_fraa to pass
:li:,s:.: .:l:.y":,.:ijf,.." wadins poor. _H&ar."" to-lui-rrr-e'"rro**,er, uei.,gvery skrmpLry usect. As the pool was surrounded by continuou;watls, svim-ming there v/as, at first, very p[";;i- t-,i ir,u ",.".sunshine. Afrer the firsr season it was deciied' tf,ai-iie pta.e Iact.asuitable sun-bathi_ng areas, so. smatt enctosui."- i.."'.Ii-'ir,to tfr"\.estern corners of the pool. The result vas that tf," JJ"tu"fy ,rinagained- admittance, and ..,ith it the _dust. Acti;g ;;- tf,.-."iliai"., *,"'.,ind felt cold and took mosi oi ttre_ preasure'."i .i "*i.#i"g tn*..Needtess to say it was many y€ars t"r"i." 

"n 
- 
Ofy-*-pi.''p#'*l'J ortrt utCivic Centre.

Before.long a smalf bui enthusiastic band ted, Lthink, by Mr Brophysrafled a_ swimming club and proceeded to o.guni."'.ri_.ri"d ..*. ..*a week. on that nisht the CIub took over tne- iooi ina-'.".".o"ra g"t.swim only by entering a race.,,
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Elizabeth Webby, "Reactions tb the Myalt Creek Massacre"
LyndaII Ryan, "Aboriginal Poticy in Australia - 1838 - a watershed.
Bill Rubinstein, "The Top wealth-holders of New South 1{ales in 183G1844"
Frank Broeze, "Foundation of Fortune: The lmperial Axis
Flover Sd It ing-C 1a rli -"
Sandra BIair, "Patronage and Prejudice: Educated Convicts in the Ne\'
South wales Press"
AIan Atkinson, "Women Publicans in 1838"

"Passengers Arriving - Port Adelatde, 1846-1850 Part 7"
"Records of the West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide"

ElEcrrot

The Constitutional Museum has initiated a proiect designed to give S.A. school
students a vivid experience of their political history. They are going to
recreate the 1855 election, the last which was to use the open system of
voting. Those elected were the first group of rePresentatives to sit in the
newly-built Legislative Council Chanber, nou known as the Old House of
Assembly Chamber in the Constituiional Museum.

The project has three stages. Firstly, for several weeks during the first
schooi tirn, students lrili study the life and political ev€nts of 1855. To aid
teachers in preparing material, a resource pack has been prepared which
outlines the various resources and the political processes' 1t also contains a
lot of research on the social history of the era. 1t is hoped that students
will not only study the history, but also try to recreate it by learning the
dances, cooking the food, making the toys, recreating the school-rooms and
re-enact'ing the events of the time. Some schools are already Planning to hold
1855 bails and picnics.

The second stage !,ri1l be to hold the elections themselves. Schools are being
given an electoral map showing which of the 16 electorates they are in' The
elections viIl be held first at the school level, following the practices of tbe
era. The successfui candidate vill then sta.nd against candidates from olher
schools in lhe electorate so that a final candidate emerges, lt is hoped that
these elections can take place in the original polling places, wlth the
participants in costume. We would like to see vigorous, exciting campaignins
as \./as the style in 1855. This successful candidate \ri11 take part in the
final part of the project.

In the third stage, the 16 representatives v/i11 meet to work with Greg Elliotr
and Peter Wilkins of the Troika Theatre-1n-Education team plus a small group
of students from the Adelaide College of the Arts and Education. Their brief
wi1'l be to recreate the debates and political issues of the time in a dramatic
form. This re-enactment vilI take the shape of one-hour presentions in the old
House of Assembly Chamber, and will take place at various times on May 14th
to 16th. They will be open to school students and the gene.al public,

The Constitutional Museum believes that this project offers an un?aral1eI1ed
opportunity for a lluseum to leave its confines to participate in and with the
community on a vital, exciting project. At the same time it aims to direct the
attention of school children to their political heritage and to create an
a\rareness of their hiEtorical environment. We are very excited about it, and
we hope others wiil be too.

Prisciila Shorne
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