
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA Inc. "

NEWSLETTER

Foundea 1974

Institute Bultiliog, 122 Kintore Avenue, Adelaide 50OO

President: Y:. R- E. B. Kearns, M.B.E. Edltorr lts. AnneLy Aeuckens

:.:_:slered by Australia pos! publication No.SBH 1254

No. 48 Hay, 1983

CONTENTS

ARTICEES:
Lg Arcbaeolog ica I Rescue Dig
22 J. S. Rees Photographic aolLectioo.. ..... ..Robert fhornton13 Racial llinorities aod the Settledent of l(apunila . . , . . . . . . . . Rob Nico123 i u.&rlicb in South Australia
17 Zapni Eistoric Shipvrreck.. . . . . . , . . . . . . . .Bill Jeffrey
PBf,IUNES:
I Fortbcdiag Events {includidg Next t{eetings)
2 Eistorical Society Affairs (includiog Rep;rts of Recent Events )8 Xatioaal Estate programme I982-83

l0 liler E@ks anal publications
24 ll€rslettser Articles
2{ i{ersletter Exchange
6llotic.es

TORTECO!'ING EVENTS - INCLUDING NEX? !{EETINGS

FRIDAY, JUIIE 3: CEN"RE FOR ABORIGINA! STUDIES OF l.tUSIC, "ABORIGINALHrsroRy AND t{usrc., TEE ADELATDE uNrvERsrry uttou crneiri.
PrograDme:

Part I
MS. LELA RANKINEIntroduciion and poetry relating to her urban Aboriginal experi.ences.

Part ?
INDULKANA ABORIGINAL ARTISTS 6 MR. BEN YENGI

Traditional Tri ba I Slnging.
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Part 3
CENTRE FOR ABORIGINAL STUDIES OF I.IUSIC STUDEIITS

Performance of iritle spectrulr of non_traditional music composeal by
themselves.

Veaue !
the venue for the evening will be t+le Ir.lelalde unlversity golon Clrle[a
locateal on the fifth floor of lhe Univelsity Union Builaling.

Directlona!
From Nolth Terrace - Enter uoiversily gates at eastern siale of the Art
Callery buifdiog (o-pposite Austin Street adjoininq John Martinrs Car
Park). Proceea aheadl aoal foll,ow directiooal signs.Park). Proceea aheadl aoal foll,ow directiooal signs.
From victoria Drive - Enter gate 8, turn right bo Uoion buil<tiog. Take
]-iet to EifEh ttoor.
Uofortunately, no parking facilities are available oo the University
campus, e*cept for permit holalers. N.B. ltb cover hire of Epecial
veoue, an adeission fee of $I.00 itill be chargeil.

SAIURDAY, JUNB 183 EALP DAY CEURCE TOUR - GREEX E RUSSIAN OnTSODOX
CSURCf,ES Details of this tour vrill be given at the next nonChly
meeting.

,rULY I - 3: AUSTRALIAN IOCA! GOVERIII,EN! TloUEN' S ASSOCIATION (S.A.
BR-ANCB - SEIIINAN. 'SBRITAGB . IOCAL GOVERIIiIENT., ST. PETBRS CIVIC
CBtrIR,B. 1OI PAYNEEAI{ ROAD, ST. PETERS.

Registration foams a\,ailable from ltlrs. Betty Situnons, Seminar
Registrar, A.L,G.w.A.(S.A. Branch), 10 Counter Avenue, Lockleys. 5032.
Telephone: (08) 43 8914. N.B. Registrations for this seDlrlar cloae on
tbe loth of June. 1983,

EISMRICAL SOCIETT AFFAIRS ( INCLUDING REPORTS OF RECENI EVENTS

REPORT OU !'ARCE IiIEETING - flISIORY OF THE STATE LIBRARY
AUSTSALIA

Dr. CarI Brialge, recentLy appointed as official historian of
Library of South Alrstralia, aallressed the monthly meeting on
subiect on Friaay 4th l,larch.

The State's first Iibrary was planned in london in I834 arounal a
nucl.eus of volumes, alonated by Robert Gouger, conprising 78 books and
sundry panphlets. UoforLunately, the first consignment came to grief
duriDg a mishap when the ship was entsering the Port River, anal the
craEe of books had to be renoveal to safety by small boat. Several of
lhese original volumes have surviveal anal are in the present State
Library colleclion.

In 1856, the South Australian rnstitute was founded nnder an Act of
Parliament, and incorporateal as a government subsiaiseal library. Three
years 1aLer, a country book-box circulation scheme was begun, the
firsL of its type in the wor1d. The Institute Building, at the corner
of Kintore AvenLre anal Nor!h Terrace, was openeal in 1851 and cost
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€10,000.
since.

?he neuspaper reading rooin has been in constant use ever
The Soutb Australian Institute Librarlr was split between the publicLibrary and the Adelaide Circulating ilt.".y' i, feSrl' rh. poffi.Library funciioneal as a free, not-f-or-Io"n '."f"."nce " iiU...y. it.Circulating ribrary and the suburban 

"na .o oniiy -in.iit 
u-te s continuedto operate as subscription libraries. The two sy_stems .ontino" to rooii

:.: f.:Ii,r-r.,tf --lt-.ho_ush 
rnsrir_ure _1.ibrar_ies u.. 6t".airy-6"ins replacerrby"PubL i c Library br;nches. rhe late laide cii."r"ltrg- iiuiiLrurdry !!dnctres. .ljne Aoelatde grrcutating L_ibrary closed in

!97?: Country members of the Society wiII recall"the;td rnsrirDieInsti. tutelending Iibraries, and the important r:ote they pfayed in community analfamily 1ife. The arrival oi a box of n"* Lif."'inL; the InstituteLibrary was eagerly awaited by the surprisingly ;IL_read locaIcit.izens-
. 
Dr, Bridge described some of the difficulties experienceal innaintaioing the quantity anar quality of books ueing -.ii..1rat.d 

arounalthe State._ occasionally the government subsidy wo-uld le arasticiiiyreduced and, in fact, withdrawn entirely for se_verii years Ouring theeconomic depression of the 1930s.- The i9o3 or. r,roilu I 
- irro.a s Ue{uesiof €55,000.00 provialed some relief, togethe itf, "iiuuUf. .srisi"n"egiven by the Eriends of the State r,iUra-ry, founaea in-iiiZ.

Members were interested to hear that ihe popular itiiaren,s neaaingsessions began in sourh Ausrratia over 5o ye;;; ;;; ;;;-;... intriguedtso learn that one Llor.orrer (obviously . _sf"" 
,6iaeri held the bookIqol l Flanders for fifteeo years beEore ret,jrninq ii.The speaker also referred Lo the estabtishment of Ehe StateArchives {the first in Ausrralia)i the many."..;;;i" dionarea by theFrienals of the State Libraryi t-he initi;ti;; ai"pi"V.a tV rii..iyauthorities over the yearsi anal, the plans in -trant- for furtherdevelopment of library services - which a'uger w.if i"i the expansionof. the State Library of South Australia. i" tf.r" pr"ptr"t Isaiah oncesaid, "Of the making of books there is no enal".

Many questions rdere askeal by the aualience anal answereal by Dr. CarlBridge, to whom appreciation was expressed for his excellent aaldless.
Richaral xeatDs

REPORT ON EXCURSION TO TgB FLEURIEU PENINSULA

It was a perfect autumn morning as almost 50 Society nembers analfriends boarded the coach aE I IOO a.m. tor tfre f-feuileu peninsulaexcursion, organised in conjunction eith the van:..iiii.-"na DistrictHj stor i ca1 Society (y&DHS).
_. GarneLL XeIly Reserve, just past Nornanville at the entrance toLittle Corge and the oLd codch tr;ck, \ras our first it"p. ra eas lherethat we rendevoused \rith Mrs, cwen putland, our Y5.DHS'ouia., 

-*f,o-'fii
rocations, properties, ruins ana settlemenEs thJ-;; i;"""a t;;";;;into cheir h.isLorical conLext-
.. At_Rapid Bay, \re rnet nith y6DHS members .in a winalswept. paddock on"Rapid Bay Station,,. The curreoE owner, t{r. John Crosei l'oof us to see
?:- t:.^:11.,,.ii 1*ei:, e1r+1.ished by his s.undr;E;;;, 

-a-na 
explaineditss operation to us. Base.t on "- pi.t.t'vp.'-.1";;1.;"T '"1"-;i;;;

::::j:ll1 ^.1 -.tigit,ns properry to. *re souiir, *," iiiitition ".t"..
constructed at ,,yohoStationr', an ad_joioing properry eo.t" 

"oo'tir, lf," iiiiqutton 
".t"*u:"i:l:til if 1.dil across Nowtrere. Etse creek, i pipe, ana-a quarter ora mile or so of bluesrone anal brick gutl.itng ,JJ-i,it"'ii,. ]"'.i"ii Ji
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paddock, t{hich sLoped gently ilolrn to the creek. The
icheme was that irater banketl up by the daln rrould be

principle of th€
scheme was that water up by the daln lrould be contlucteal
by the pipe to the guttering anal then
patlalock. The run-off returning to the

e daln lrould be conducted uphill
over-flow in an arc to soak the

to live up to the expectations proniseal
l,as atantloneal.

creek belolr. The scheme faileal
by it's 'Yoho" pretlecessor ana

Taking us to another section of the property, !ilr. Croser guided us
through ;hal had once been a complea of stone buildings useal for a
varieLv of Durposes. By means of motlern over-loofing, which afforals
protection io i:he su.viving watls. these buildings ooi, form the shell
6f an unusual implements shed. The roofing is held in pLace by means
of hugh steel beams, fitted with overheaal pu1ley craoes uhich are used
to unload trucks ana hauling engines aloft for repairs. Both the beams
anal oranes irere bought as salvage from the old Rapid Bay jetty.

Space has been allocateal in the implements sheal for a small private
muse-un of carpentary ana wheelwright tools anal equiPment. when he
emiqrated to south Australia from Englaoal, Mr. Croserrs grandfather, a
car;enter, brought with him his handmade tool box, tools of tr:ade anil
bra;s plate, all of which are on alisplay. rn addition, Mr. croser has
manage-d to acquire a v,iale range of lrheelwright's equipment. The
nuclius of the collection was oblaineal \,rhen an olal Yankalilla firm
closeal. Before he died the firm's craftsman passeal on his knowlealge of
constructiog cart wheels to !!r' Croser, who as time and suitable
timber permit, carries on the traale as a hobby. During his travels
through;ut Australia antl overseas, Mr. croser seeks out pieces of
equipient anal information to augmenL his collection anil knoltlealge.of
ttre lubject. Certainly Mr. Croserrs alescripCion of the wheelighting
process brought Che exhibits alive for us-

pointiog ;ut a grind_stone, approximatelY a yaral in aliameter,
ninq aqiinst the bld stables ua11, Mr' croser lel-aLeal the followilIeaning against the oId stables lra

anecaote for our benefit, APParer
Croser lel-aLeal the following
of the farm hantls was askealanecdofe -for our benefit, Apparently one of the farm hantls wasanecaote for our benetit, Apparentry one or Ene rarm oanos

to buy a grina-stone the next time he was in town. "what size", he
asked. "ihe biggest one that you can get", came i:heasked] "ihe biggest one that you can get", came i:he rep1y. The
resulting purctraie was a bit more than tras bargaioed for and, except
for weatieiing, the giinal-stone is almosL as good as new- rnsiae the
18" thick watl of ttr6 stone stables is a wooden horse frame, on which
harnesses are huog. This "c1othes" horse once belongeal to the
Noarlunga stagi,rg itables, used io the alays of HiLI and Co. ahe
post-hoises b;lted against the inside walfs were originally at
iclenlyon station", east of Broken Hil.L. Long wooden piles from the
old Rapid Bay jetty form a solid enclcture for the sLable yards, which
overlook a picturesque eLbow of Nowhere Else Creek.

After a 
_pleasent 

lunch on the foreshore lawn of Rapid Bay, we were
adilresseal by Mr. Edgar, 'nanager of the B.H.P. Rapid Bay Iimestone
works beLween 1945 and 1952. Mr. Ealgar, riho now Iives in retirement at
Rapid Bay, boLh explained the importsance of Iimesbone in procesing
iron ore and recallad the establishment of ;i)e limestone works'

Iron ore is never founal io a pure form but with impurities. As the
iron melts its weight sends it to the bottom of l-he furnace leaving
the impLrriLies floating on the top. Limestone is added to the furnace
to unice with a;]d reoder impuriEies liquid. The i.stllti.:lq substance,
kno!,,n as slag is t-hen easily removed, Ieavina pure j-rorr !:.hind-

Limestone useal to be qutrried fat a-ii.i. aL Davenport in fasmaoia
but, when it began to peter out j.n the il20s, Essington l,e\'ei s looke'l
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for an alternative source on an accessible part of the Australiancoast. As the deposit of limes_tone at Rapid Say proved of appropriatequalit-y -and quantity (estimated at 100,0-OO,O0O 6ns), the years I9f8to 1940 were spent surveying Rapid Bay winds, currents anattemperature, to determine the suitable positioning of port facilities.By 1942, in the midst of Wortd War rI, proatuction- begin, and by 1945,14,000 tons of ore a month were being.eitracLed and s-trippea froir aapiaBay._ By-Lhe end oI Mr. Edgar's term in I952, production'had increaiedt.o 55,ouu Lons per monEh. By the time that B.H.p. sofd its Rapid Baylimestone works Co Adelaide Brighton Cement recenty, iC haal removealsome 14,000 ,000 tons of limestone,
Essington l€wis continued Co take a personal interest in thecompany township which sprang up, especially encouraging the plantiDgof trees. He was even instrumental in tbe' seLLing r.rp- of a_hickor!plantat ion out from Rapid Bay ro provide itni timber foiwooden-bandled too1s. Company houses wera numbereal in the orater inwhich they were built. The front facings are of local stone, whichgives them quite different character fro-m their toirn contemporaries.For the benefit of tshe whole district,.an oval was prepareal d_uring the..n::^:p9I. time wirhin king hours. white bulldozin;, ine driver foundan I8Z6 Krn9.ceorge IV-sixpencet After the oval favelIing proaluctionrncreased, thereby reducing the amount of spare v.orking 

.time 
thatcould be allocated- Eventually, the school Moaher's CIub took nattersinto their ovrn hanals and seeded the ovaI.

Returning to "Rapid Bay Station,'after Mr. Ealgar's talk, Mr, Croserexplaineal the mechanics of an aqueduct system, afso constructeal byhis grandfather. A channel had been dug from unaler u tittsiau to Iholding !re1l alongsj.ale the road. Water was pumpeal from the !rel1 into abrick aqueduct and atLoneat to ftow by graviiy -feea along the tength oia paaldock. At intervals along the aide of -the aquealucl, were !1uicegates,_ r,ihich when opened, released water onto -che gent1y slopingpaddock below- As well as ensuring fodder for stocki ttrJ ,qr.ao.[enabled. the leasing of part of the property to mariet garai-eners.
Although the aqueduct worked quite weti, wtren the channel aaLrsed thehillside to subside, it had to be abandoneal.

A short ',./a1k then took us to the old homesteaal and neighbouringout-buildinqs- A three-roomed cottage, once sporting a thatcied rooflforms the nucleus of the old homestead, which 
_is 

set- into tbe side ofa limestone hj.II. An adalition is Iinked by a covered way to theoriginal cottage. On a massive beam across tie inside of tshe roof ofthe -covered -way is s]ung a block anal Lackle, once useal to hautsupprres up trom ancl down to the cellar below. Since sea transportprovided the only access to the area in the early alays of settlemant,bulk storage of the necessities of life ,." ."..nii"Ii fn tle;<itclen,for instance, was a tdrge, solid built-in dresser, lrhich instead oibottom cupboards has two zinc lined bins roomy enough to take a colrpleof bags of flour and sugar.
Opposit.e the o1d homestead stand the dairy anal coachroom. On thedoor. of Lhe latter, an emeratd-green caral aalvertised the breealingcapabilitles of ,,young Acis,', a pooy which haal been awarded a speciaiprize at the 1887 Millicent Show. rurther on, we saw over the r.itlinqwool shed, converted from a former chaff house. Useal for more than acenLury, the wool shed is showing iEs age and has an eerie atmosphere.From one of the broad beams, some old books, severat dating b;ck to
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1831 , had toppled to the fIoor. The narrow range of subject$r
iocluding politics anal religion, causeal a alegree of speculation about
the original readers or owners of these now delapidated tomes. A long
cross-cut saw 1ay across the beams of the shed. There lvould no longer
be a log of substantial such girth in the district to warranl bringing
it out of retirement.

I-eaving Rapid Bay with the Y&DIIS members in convoy behind us, ire
headed by coach for our finaf stopping place, Roperrs MilI at Second
VaIley, A1thoLrgh the millstones are still intact, ehe old flour milI
is now used as a shearing sheal. The tall chimney of the mi1l is so
camouflaged with cieeper that it now resembles a forest giant. In one
of the out-buildings, a lean-to against a wooden slab shed, is the olal
blacksftith shop, complete \rith a scattering of rusting artefacts and a
pair of decaying belows sti1l connecteal to the forge.

Many also took the opportunity to visit a small gallery, opposite
the mil.L to either just look or pick up a few bargains. After
extending our thanks anal appreciation to the menbers of Y&DHS for
their hospitality, organisation anal cooperation , we parteal company
with tbem anal headed back to Aalelaide, after a very enjoyable day-

l{aggie Ragfess & Stephanie lross

NOTICES

COUIiIONWEAI,TTI SSSQUICBNTENARY GRANTS

On Saturday, May the seventh, Premier John Bannon aonounceal the
allocatsion of $2 million for South Australiao Sesquicentenary
projecLs.

?he money irhich has been made available by the Commonwealth, wilI
bF spent as fo L Iows:

51.1mi11ion - south Australian Maritime
Museum at Port Ade Ia iale,

S470,000.00 - The Development anal Restoration of Burra
as a Her itage Tor,rn

S250,000.00 - lnterpretation Centre at Fort. clanviIle
580,000.00 - Refurbishment of the llistoric Ketch,

EqLlg, which is berthed at port Adelaide

Maritine lluseum
As the major Commonwealth funded project, the South Australian
Maritime Museum will be located at Port Aalelaiae in historic buildings
in the Staters Herilage Area and oo a waterfront site. The development
eiLL briog together the collections of many existing historical
organisations including those of the National Trust of South Australia
and the Port Adelaide riistorical Society.

RecreaLing a touch of yesteryear when Port Adelaide was a bustling
port used by tall ships anal scores of ketches, the Museum ni11
incorporate facilities such as an interpretive and display centre anal
historic vessels such as the ocean going tug Eearless and the ketch
Annie watt. It will give the South Australian public access to many
fascinating and historic artifacts, important to the unalerstanalj.ng of
the State's history, tshat are currently either poorly displayed or in
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NEW BOOXS & PUBLICATIONS

lracinq Your Ancestors
by

The LiblaEy aoal Inforaation Service of Western Australia

"Since the sesquiceotenary celebrations i$ 1979, there ha6 beeo an
ever increasiog inherest in fioding out about family histories. The
cutrent preparations foa the Australiao bicentenaly celebrations in
1988 have prompted the commencement of even more geoealogical
research.

To help
Library of
Ancestor6.

the novice family history researcher, the J. S. Battye
West Australiao tlistory has produceal fracinq Your

This is a guiae to the genealogical resources io the
Library.

The Battye Library is responsible for coflecting aI1 printeal anal
photographic malerial \rhich rel.ates to Western Australia. This can be
material written by western Australians or about western AustraLia,
The collection incluales books, newspapers and nagazines, ephemeraL
material like posters, theatre and festival programmes; photographs
anal filmst maps, persooal papers, Government Department recorals,
church records , etc,

Tracing Your Ancestors is a selective guiale for people who are
thinking about tracing their family history but are not sure where or
ho$ to begin, This booklet of sone forty pages includes references
to a variety of material. These range from printed Sources like the
Return of lhe civil Establishment of w.A. 17 Februarv 1883 which

tfrat
time; to the Convict Registers, which record the name, age, county,
physical description, crime anal senLence of people transported to the
colony. There are also clues to other sources of information like
maps, photographs and fiIms.

I

while Tracinq Your AlseglgI: i6 not
genealogical research, it wiII be a
beginner in this fie1d. "

intenaleal to be a manual for
useful introaluction for any

Copies are now available from the Battye Libtary at 40 Janes Street,
Perth, 6000 (Telephone (09) 328 7{66) at a cost of 93.00.

Studies in Western Australiap Historv

Studies iD western Australian_tsi_9!9ll .is published by the Department
@rn Austraria. The cost of the
volumes is borne by the Department of History, Volumes IV to VIII are
also being supported by the rural and rndustries bank of lfestern

IO



Australia -

The obiect of studies in westerl Aggtralia? Histoly is to provi.ea. reasonably rapid-iEErE-6F comm'nicaErn!-GEidEiE-En-ii-staf f research
!i:gi"s... ro rhe pubric and ro ray una i.iaoii. -iri"iJirJ,ri. 

rhey arearmed at_. encouraging serious enquiry. into the Westein austratianpast,-and at_ stinularing the.stuati of westero ;r",;;i;;; histo;t-;Iseconalary anal tertiary eatucation Lavels.
Researchers in western Aus-CraIian history, anil others rrhosethemes demand rflore chan a paasing gfanc; ai -itie lxierience ot ttretfest, are trelcome to sulirit uds'-i;;- p;."i;i" "^iu=u'ii 

". 
t ton . Astyle-sheet for aurhors is availabte trom tie o"pirt 5"i-.t Ei;a;.y."

uur.ffi .";"",u'.T"';t'""nt"".1T*or""ilto:
flre Ealltollal ComLttee,

Studiea !n wegtern AEattalian iistorv,
DepartaeDt ot aIt€o;t;--

UDiversity of wistero eusiiatia,
Neallanals, Western Au8tralla, 500i.

rf-usiag cheque, prease aild postage and packing to prices rnalicatealbelow - singte cgpy oriter $1.-50; ui to firie iss,ies Sflool- *.s" rn.".rates are effectlve DeceDber I9O2 in<t 
"uuj""i-6-.ri!i"ii"".

The contenCs of Volunes I to VIII are as foflovs!

in the

Wes te rn

Ir, March t9Z8 (78 pagesr, 93.50
EUN!, ,su-J-ane & BOLm!I, ceoffrey, "Cleansing the Dunghitl:water Supply and sanitation in perth, 1878_19i2"-
wEl,BgRN, Suzarne, "politicians anal libo.iqines in Oueenslanaand western Aus tra 1i a, Ig97-1907,,
SUNT, Lyall. ,'Walter James allal The Canpaign for Fealeration,.EILLUAN, IGnaly ,,The f900 Federal R;fe;endun i;--;;;;"."Australia,'.

Irf, Novenber 1978 (62 pages), 53.50
CAIIERON, J. Iit. R., ',The Foundation of Western AustraliaReconsidereil', -
FALL, ,fuallth. ',Crine and Criminal Recorals in WesternAustralia, 1830-1885".
MAZZAROL, T. W. "Tradition, Environment anal the InalenturedLabourer in Early llestern Australia".

I, June 1977 (Za pagee), 93.50
GILL, 

_ 
Andrey, ,'Aborigines. Settlers and police

Kimberleys, 1887-I905i.
VIRTUE,. Roger, "lunacy anal Social Reform ioAustralia, 1886-1902 ' .
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IV, Deceober 198I (92 ptge8). f6.00
STRAIEAI, Pa!.Ia, ' t{hy Corvicts I: An Bconomic Analysis
:Colonlal Attituales to the Introduction of Convices".
AITftSAll. Pa.Iela, 'nhy Convicts II: Ihe Decisioo
Introduce Convlces to Ssan Riveri.
IAI.LR, SaDalrr, 'nho t{ere tbe Convict6?: A Statistical
Aaalysis of the Corvict6 Arriviog in lGstern Australla in
L850/5L, 186r/62, anat 1856168".
GILL, Analrey. -nPetitions, llenorials and Politics in Western
Australia, 1829-1849".
BROrN. Uarg.ret, "Probationary Prisoner

of

BushelI " .
DRIESEN, Ian Vanalen, nThe Ceosus of 1861. An
Incidlent in western Australiad History".
BOIrIOr , c. C., nThe Fenians are Coming, the
Comlng",

Thomas

Intr iguing

Fenians are

CARTER, Jetrnle, 'Two liistorians aoal Coovictism: W.
Kinberley aod J. S. Battye'.
BROl{tr, }lrglret, 'Convictism in fiestern Australia!
Teaching Programmer.

V. DeceDber 1982 (1L0 pages!. $6.00)

PORTER, Anne, rRlchara Hamilton antl the East Coolgardie Golal
llli'Iiog Industry, 1.895-192?".
URRAr, J.. "The Nalgoorlie lgoodline Strikes, 1919-1920: A

Study of Cooflict ?ithin the Workiog Class".
XENIEDY, Sall.y, 'Segregation for Integration: women and Work
in Eactories anal Shops io. !{esteao Australia aturing ahe Great
Depres6ion'.
R)X, C. J., nfhe Unemplqyed and the Labour Movement: ?he
ilest Australiirn ReIief aoil Sustenance workers Union,
1933-193{'.

B,

VI, iruae L983. 56.00

BOLmtr, G. C. et aI., "Pred Aleaander: Some
DB GIRIS, BllaD, 'A HisCory of the Eistory
University of lfe6tern Australia".
BROnll, I'largaret, nThe League of Nations
Interoationalisn io Isolation".

Reminiscencesn.
DeparCment aC the

Union in Perth:

vII, January 1984, $7.00

REEIIE, Gail, "Womenrs Paial Work During Worlal War
Western Australia: Governmeot Direction anal
Response".

fI in

ANDERSON, Uargaret, "The Reproaluctive Experience of llomen in
lfes tern Austral ia, I840-I870".
CRAnPORD, Patricia, " lfomen anal The FaniIy in Australian
History: A feaching Courserr.
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RACIAL I,iIiIOtrIIIES AND THE SETTLEMEI{T OF KAPUNDA, PART I

I. tnt oductioo

Three maior ethnic flroups settled the Kapunda rcgion in the lgth Century. They were rheAntto-Saxons (Enstish), lhe Cetts (mainly lrish urt"i*r.ai"g Lr"'tL"ili,_ s..,, and velsh),-and the Germans (Mo.avian Lurhcrans). 
- r*n .i ir,.""-i.."rpi'iiia!"ii""' o,.on", reasons lormiSrarinS to south Ausrralia. The Entlish sought wearthithe'rri.ri a"1i..-a 

"...pu 
trom Iamineand the cermans sousht reli.ious rre-7om or ;r-r p-ipl.iiv. "aJ 

JiJi ii *"n contributed ina different way to the devet-oom".r of lng raqi; a.i,t"il'ri'"'engii;';'x"",n. the businessand prolessional etement of kanun,

::1,,T.;".T"; ;;;;il;'"i'":tr:i;i"TL.J,j [ijffil,i:"6f1..,ff. iffff?:l.,Hf;'..J:;eacn Sroup who crossed rhese barri.rs.-lrish.man, patrict tttctt4at-o-n_Ciy"il'f.. .*urpi., *i rpbusiness in Kapunda as a soli.jtor- became involved with rhe local nJwjaper anO eventuattyheld the position of first Ar rorn.v'-Gene.at. i n thc *"-i"t.."t'i"Ji.iinfj In ttre secona n"ttof the l9th century, however. tire sociar uarriers w".; G;; ;;il.;i i, i. n*.r,".y ,oexamine the histories o{ each or the g.orp, ,o iririlii";;;;' ;::, coatributions toKapunda'..Itre Entlish in Kapunda rravj.arieadv d;i*; -;;;'"t,:liion 
rrom historicalwnters. Much of the trish and Cerman heritage o'f ,h. ;];i;;i;., ;i.J:J,er, oeen negrectea.

fl. Ihe lrish .t B.ker'! Ftat

ll -t1"- ^19-th 
century a.rarte proportiond the population of lrerand depended fo, survivar onrne potato crops. rn 184r, lE46 and 1648 thes; t.op. *.i" ;;;;;";; il brsht resutrinl inwrdesPread famine. The direct rcsort was rnasriye.ig^ti.^ fi.r-ii"-;rd ? tn" unit"d sti..of America and ro Ausrralia. The .orony 

"r s.rtr,-i*ii"ii. i"a'f,if i.l]"a"a in lt36 as amodel commuirv to be ooDulated uv rra.a-'rorr.ing, iJ.l--ri"ila*iil"."rr, Th rrish wereclos€ly associated with the rransnortaiion or 
"onri"il' 

Jliirii"iiJ, *ti'ii*t.""ess a^d with' lack of useful skills. They w.re the.etore not cnclurated to mitrate to South Australir withthe result that mlv a small numb.r.of c€fltr.s of tasf, sentem'eni +"eLLo rrerc. orle ot

,h$:t { Siii #lilt*T,lm,,"l .m"", *,,i,. 1i:,:F;li;,:#;i

ARTICLES

piece of land,

#i",f;*il",L:::.:t"t^::1,:l,.si:* rih, ry;. i,i::,#,tl[ H-,.# ;ffi [x,,..ll

Copper had been round on saction l27lrot. Dutton an.t Brd^,,,,i-l,n, ^."^,-_],bt 
tTi!?.. Duttoo and lhe son oI Captatn CharlesBatot. Dutton 

"na 
e"got qri"[iy;i;;-'" "-*" lne son or captaln Charles

Depan th. .tca-t^^m-.r ^r. ia- _,;^ ..rased 
tie land.for the low price oM an ac.e and soonbegan the deveropme"i"r ir,. ,ii,i". -nicr, ;li ii'iLi,..'li"lii-".r'J;"niJ fl.fl.,":.",il:the Kapunda area but ro the whote colony. soutl oj s""ti". 

-ii)l ;:;;:,:-the Kapunda arei but to tre wror-i-.i61]. li-,,i-,i'.l.iiiii'riij,H'l"J;H,[.rL:...;ifi:
i5".3:_::,i: *"::::: ,1i,.,,:^*":t::t-,..9 4 t:-,;.*;;i.;.i,i,i,il";lT,;,,i0 and Mary and

B:1.',1,:'.'li.'ing.,1..,:t*:.",liJt:' ;:' ;;;..'i;":;;J:,", TJT,:Jf il""'",f 
=prosDectine was.rnna h,,r "-T-,1::l- ]h. .il".pl9p.l and the River Li8ht. iomelh:.il..pIgp"l ""a 

*" nt"* liir,i.prospectins was done but, as no rarge .".b ;;d;;";i;fi'"=i.,ii'j.;;,:,;! iirJl;rlT
Ir was on Baker,s Flat that the Irish migranls squatted, soon lorming a close, tiercely lrishcommunity. The land was close to the ri* "r,".. ,..t' .i-ii" .""'"rl.i'llp"y.a -a tr.
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appeal was probably enhanced by the absence of any apparent landlords. The Ii.st settte"rs
dug out small caves on risrng ground along the river and lived in these. As the number of
rqiatters grew, small shelters were increasingly built. The Iirst shelters were nothint more
than a collection oI old iron, ba8s, tin and odds and ends' As the settlement developed
Iurther, however, the Irish began building small wattle and daub cottages with thatched
roofs. Each Iamily had its own pi8s, goats, fowls and 8eese, which were allowed to traze of,roofs. Each Iamily had its own pits, toats, fowls and 8eese, which were
the flat and use the nearbY river.the flat and use the nearby river.

Although the River Light was close to the dwellinSs, it was not sLlitable for drinking or
any use othe. than makinS the mud for the construction of the huts' Most cotta8es had a

small area scooped out to catch water olf the llat for use as house water. Other water had
to be carried in buckets and stored in a tank with llme for use as drinkinS water' One family,
the OrBriens, had a horse and dray and charged 5 shiliin8s lor a load of water.

The actual size of the community at Baker's Flat is unclear. Stories vary from 20 cottages
to lro cottates, but there were probably somewhere between J0 and 50 dwellings for most of
the second half of the l9th Century. Most of the houses had 2,3 or 4 rooms and the avera8e
Iamily seems to have had about 9 members. Ooe family had as many as 2l membe.s. The more

solid houses were constructed ol pug and stone wails. The basic buildinS material was dug out
from the back of the site o[ the house, makin8 the houses seem lower at the back than at
the front. The dirt floors were covered with skiPPin8s from the mine. The roofs had native
pine batons, covered with thatched staw. The straw was sPrinkled with water, then pulled
apa.t and layered on the roof, starting ,rom the top and working down to the bottom. Most
oi the .ooms were built in a row with Perhaps a lean-to at the back. Each Christmas all the
cottages were whitewashed, as part of a community exercise' The women cooked on open
fires;r in camp ovens and for heating cow-dung (known locally as "Baker's Flat tur{'r) was
burnt.

while the mine prospered, the population oI Baker's Flat seems to have been about r00.

"The place was a real lrish settlement and resembled a bit of the old country.
the old l.ish customs were kept up in the same way as at home. HurlinS, the
Irish national pastime, was indulSed in every Sunday afternoon. Concertinas,
fiddLes and Ilutes were brought into action every evening, and the boys and

Sirls rtook the floor'Ior a jit or hornpipe. The dancinS floor was the virgin soil,
alat and smooth and hard as cement from the thousands ot feet that Saily rkept

the time'to the pipers'or fiddters'tune." <l>

on June the 23rd, the eve of the Feast of 5t. John, the people of Bakerrs Flat collected
wood ior the centuries old custorn of liShting the bonrire, and all danced and sanS the songs
of lreland till the early hours oI the morninS. At such occasions much Gaelic was spoken
since many migrants had brought with them some knowledge of their nationai language and
folk literature. It seems that 8aiety and {un were never lackinS from the residents of the
Ilar, a fact which probably did little for their riotous reputation.

Another annual event at Baker's Flat was a picnic to celebrate Easter Monday. The

following adverlisement appeared in the Kapunda Herald in Ap(il 1855:

l4



CRAND CATHOLIC PICNIC OII EASTER MOI{DAY,
April 22nd ltt6.

A picnic will b. held in M.. Thomas Ducll's paddock, n.ar Kagunda. All ,orts of
amusements will !a providcd includint

FOOlBALL,
CASTrNG TflE 5iONE,

FOOT-RACING,

,r'f"',lli$!T;^',
Severat oI the farmers ot the otif;i:,th. kindly otfc.cd to ptacc their

conveyances at the disposal of the committee on the occasion, which *ill start
Irom St. Rose,s Chapcl at Tcn o,clock in thc Iorenoon.

A band wiU be in attendanc..
A refreshmcnt booth will be on thc tround.

Tickets, l/- each, to be had lrom Mcssrs. Ford, O'Lea-ry, V. Ryan, Richter and
V. Carroll.

Children under scven, Free, abovc that atc, half-pricc.
J. 8e.slcy, tlonscc,

Each year new attractions were includedi dancing, shuffle the brotue, circuta. s*i-q.
merry-Bo-round, quorts, hurlin8 (each. man to bring his own hurley), cricket, wheel_ba..:i
racing. sledSe throwing. apple{ucking, blindman's bfufI and thread ihe needle, each oi q..i:-
.ontribuled greatly to the success of tne picn;cs.

Vhile the mines prospered, Baker,s Flat prospered. In 1878 when the mines were ciose..the population of Kapunda fell considerably and naturally the population of the flar atic
decreased. Many o{ the lrish who worked as mine labourers moued on to Moonta. while :\ose
who had accumulated a little wealth and thought farmint to be more stable, rook up tand .-
the area around Kapunda, or more olten moved north and became Iarmers around Jamestowi.
Caltowie and Clddsrone. Those who remained were still oIIicja y reBardFd ds rquarre-5.
Ownership of the Ilar had chdnged hands numerous rimes and at intervals-enterpr:srnt o$rers
proposed.to collect rent, thouth always with a singular lack of success. On the appea'rance oi
anyone who looked like a rent collector, out would come the women of the commu.irv arEedwith brooms, kettles of boilin8 water and other ready weapons, and invariably e;io.ce a
hasty retreat on the part of the enemy. tn 1t92, however, the matter came to a'head.

ln that yea. the legal owners were:

Anthony Forster of parts beyond the Seas, Esquire, Alan McFarlane oi
WellinSton Lodge in the province of South Australia, Esquire, Rob.rt Barr Smirh
of Adelaide, Esquire, Sir Thomas Elde. of Adelaide aforesaid, Knight. John

, Brodie Spcnce and Ceortc yount both of Adelaide aforesaid, Esquirei Charles
Hawkes Todd Hart oI Adelaide, Charles James Henthorn Tod; of Adelaide
aforesaid, Merchant, and Emily Lavinia Hart of clanville Hall in the aforesaid
Province, Widow, Sir samu.l Davenpo.t of Beaumont near Adetaide aforesaid,
Knight, and Sir Viltiam Milnc of Sunnyside near Adelaide, and lohn Cha.lcs
Marshall Taylo. of Pinbrook near Dorking in rhe County of Surrey in EnBIand,
Gentleman.

Also a part owner was Francis Joseph Fisher and it was decided by all owne.s thar he
should get the matter to court over the question of who would pay the r3tes on rhe land,

t5
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Their objective was a court order to remove the squatte.s, To aid the courtcase. t-re :.{a
needed to be surveyed. The ultimate result was yet another uncomfortable conf.ontatro. qrrl
the population of Baker's Flat. The surveyors had been warned ol the possibility of iroJDre
and had put about rumours of a proposed railway line. As railway surv;yo.s, rhey were:.:.:
to do their wo.k. However, the Irish became suspicious and eventually threw all the su.!e!
equ'p'nPrt r'rto t\e Rive. Ligl l. Anorher sLrrveyo.i ]arrFs Lovely, drrenpred rne wor{ r1 \tc..
l89J and has,efr d lascrnarinR reporr.

rron arrivin8 at Kapunda Railway Station I enSaSed a cab to carry my tent and
instruments to the Iand; before I started the driver enquired wheiher I was
Boing to make a Survey of the part oI Section 7r98 known as Irish Town,
because iI I was he would not take me to the land, and said that when a former
surveyor went there, the occupiers had thrown the surveyors tent and equipage
into the River Light, I insisted on his taking my bagSage as he had engiged io
do so, and on arrival, while I was selecting the spot to place the tent th;;river
put everything down and drove rapidly away.

About hal{ a dozen of the occupiers stood or lay down on the ground around
me \ihilst the tent was being pitched. Shortty aiterwards I sai one of the
occupiers, a woman, and oifered to let her have her holding Ior a moderate
sum!.bu't she declined on the ground that she and her husband were leaving the
neighbourhood, but she cautioned me against letting my business be knowl as
she said il the peopie found out what was being doni, they would throw my tent
and instruments into the River as they had served a previous Survey party,
usint similar expression to that oI the cab driver at Kapunda Station.

Whilst surveying the exact position of the Rrver and taking angles to the
varioirs flags I had put up along the Rrver, severat oi the occuprirs h-ung around
me, and durinS the five days I was occrjpied in making the survey I was neve.
without one or more oI the men watching what I was doin8.

I lound the feeling of the inhabitants so strong that had I disclosed my
mission the survey could never have been made.,,

Eventually, although the land was offered for sale by public auction at the Adelaide Town
Hall on May 26th 1a93, at a court reserved price of L2 per acre, there was no bid for ihe
land. lt was felt that, because the land was occupied by trespassers, very lew people would
want the Land, despite its being oflered so cheapty. A further cou.t order againit iertain of
the squarters was 8iven ro the owners, but this achieved only limited succe;s. people were
still ille8ally resident on Baker,s Flat in 1902 when another aitempt was made to auition the
land. This time a considerable portion of ir was sold, but, accordinS to the memories of some
Kapund. residents, the.e were still some people liyin8 on Baker's Flat at the end oI World
War l. All that is now left of this fascinating littte Irish cornmuniry in South Australia is a
few piecer of broken crockery and small pite; of rubble from the long demolished or eroded

Robe.t Nicol

Reference

l. lqs!!]!gl! !M!, November 6, 1935.

Part 2 of Rob€rt Nicol,s article will appear in the July issue oI the Newsletter.
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THE ZANONI HISTORIC SHIPVRECK

(ln mid-April the position oI the zanoni was pinpointed in south Australian warers as a resurtof a.Iisherman claiming a privatdiewa-rd of 52,000,00 offered for any iniormation atout tne
X:.-:L:-t::.jl.:-_1!.j,"tl* p investisations by divers. rn vr"y, ,nJ z'."oni *". put on rheReHister oI Historic Shiowreck;. Editor.)

Ma.itime ArchaeoloSist

The discovery oI the barque Zanoni ends a ll5 year old mystery. AjthoLqh a few professionallishermen ]ave been fishing'ile wr-eck for ovei tO years,'tr.,ei'ata noil"no* rnat ir was rheZanoni and rhe wreck,s sitnificance.

The remains ot the Zanoni lie in about lg metres of water in the mlddle of the Gulf St,vincent in the vicinity 6I A-id-rossan, The wreck .o""i"i. 
",i;";nii.; length of her hull withmany parts still in place. She is sitting on her keel listinS over to port unj tne starboara siaepldnkrnS i\ srrtl in place a'rd in sould;ondilion.

, T1e 249!] was-a ]-masted composite built barque ol ]J8 tons. She war ourtl in i865 atLrverpoolt United Kin8dom. She was on her maiden voya8e when she came out to Austratia in1867 with a carso of suga.. Her fine appearance caused her to be immediately chartered toioad whear from London and afte. loadinS some wheat 
"t 

p".t ,qa"i"ia. sne- proceeal toPort Vakefield to comptete her toadin6, bn lt February at 7,0O;;: ;he salted from port
V/akefield wirh lJ rons of bark and 4-,02, bags oI whelt U,.rna foi'tf,e [ghtship at port
Adeiaid€. A conrenrporary newspaper account gives a line description oi what'happenea next.

:rTl'-e 
weath.er was fine. and wrnd light {rom the eastward. this continued l]ntithalt-past I o,clock p.m. of the same day, when a rhreatening squall wasobserved to be rising {rom the westward. 'Captain 

Summer; irn.3ar"i.ir' ."1precaution by sho.tening sail, and made alj snug at about 
" 

qru*". to i o...The ship was carrying rhe two top-sails. Ioresail, and ;tU, *r,L" i-rquarii.-
the westward cdne down wirh ierrilic violelce; r.r ta.t d perfecr cyctLne. Ttresea was lashed into fury, and whirled into the air by the peculiar nature oI tfrecyclone. 5o suddenty was the nobie ship struck by this viilent wind tf,.i U.f.*the order which was grven to tet 80 rhe topsaii_halyards could le er.crt.J_tn.
snrp was thrown on her beam_ends. and drreLt.y turned over, keel uD, In rhe

portton ol ihe crew managed, as 5ie rurned over, to qain the keelor rne vesser and grve assistance ro the remdjlder of rhe poor feilows dnd rhecaptajn to Bain the same place; the jatter we.e then clingi;g to the sides. The
.lhe danSer here wai rmmrrenl, ai rhe ship was sertling -doin qurckly, ana. onIookrng dbout. thc cre* forrunately perce:vcd ihdt rhelileboat laa tloatea ott
:1._-1,.": :T was bortom 

^up 
a.lirfle distance off. At the same time the ship

clegan ro \etrre rorwdrd, perceivinB thal in d rrrnute the vessct would sin[.lhepoor relrows tmmedlalety swar towards tne ,ifeboat: a couple ot minute. afre.
:T :il],,Bhl :"'!l9wn lo pieces by a rush of air in the iesser roii"J.,it uyner Sorn8 down, and within frve minures from the time that the cyclone struckher she was nowhere to be seen..,r,.

Subsequent searches by the Marine Board Iailed to {ind any trace of her. The entire c.ew,tain and the two port Adelaide stewards su.vived tne disaster b* th"y 
-h"1 

no time to
of her. lhe entire c.ew,captaLn and the two port Adelaide stewa.ds su.vrved rhe disaste. but they had no time t;

:ilr.g: ""I of their personal possessions or rhe shrp,s .qrip;;;i.- flr"-Z*i"i is therelore atime capsule tor the t860s, ana it w,t p.o"ia" ,s'*itrr'"i!nifi;;^,;;1.ffi;.;i;;;,;
construction and her equipment, Bill Jetlrey

te ship

17



ARCHAEOLOGTCAL RESCUE Drc ON THE SITE OF IHE VASH HOUSE AND DRYING ROOMS .
TO THE ADELAIDE DESNTUTE ASYLUM, NORTH TERRACE, ADELAIDE, APRIL-MAY, I9t'
(ln recent weeks the media have periodically reported on the progress oJ Adelaide,s first
emergency archaeolo8ical rescue di8, which spanned a period of about two and a hall weeks
from Saturday, l0 April to Tuesday, 17 N,lay, With the cooperation of the public Buildings
Department (P.B.Dj and the contractors, Hansen and Yunken, the rescue dig had its
"deadline'r increased a number oI times from a few days to the two and a half weeks
mentioned above. The site was a hive ol activity lor most of rhe time, includinS week ends,
and the result was the uncovering of quite a large section of the laundry area of the
Women's Quarte.s of the Adelaide Destitute Asylum. Those involved saw the progress oI the
di8 go lrorn the uncovering oI a "tew wailsl to the almost complete excavation oI the laundry
area, revealing a large intact lurnace used Ior the burning of rllbbish. There were other
interestint "aspects" as well, such as the numerous artefacts that were discovered, Irom
poltery shards to rusty door hinges, old shoes and even an 1880s date stampl On the last day
surprises continued with the lindinS of an old well which might well have pre-dated rhe
buildinB!

As an observer/occasional participant, I was impressed by the dedication and perseverence
all those involved in the dig - rain, clay and sore backs not withstandingl The followingof all those involved in the dioI all tnose lnvolveo rn tne dlg - rarn,

report of the uevents" of the di8 was F
noted Adelaide archaeolo8ists, was responsible for the progress of the excavation. Editor)

rain, clay and sore backs not withstandin8l The following
was prepared by Mr. Co.don Youn8, who, along with several
s responsible for the progress of the excavation. Editor)

l. Vheels within wheels

Dean Millard, the P.B.D.rs site architect for Stage I of the Museum Redevelopment Scheme,
reported the discovery of some walling in a site dit for drainage works on the lEth April to
the S.A. Heritage Conservation Branch, and Frank Sear, Senior Lecturer in Classics, Adelaide
University. The latter discussed this find with oavid Parham, an honours student in the
Depa.tment of Visual Arts, Flinders University, David, who works in the Keswick Barracks
library is studying as his honours dissertation, the history oI the complex oI buildings erected
in the l91h century on this site, amonSst these are a group of buildints erected between rhe
1850s and t88J Ior the Destitute Asylum. He was able to identify from an original site plan
that the location of these buried walls belonged to the basement of the industrial laundry
which employed destitute females in the asylum.

Vincent Me8aw, Head of the Deparrment of Visual Arts, beinS made aware of the possible
historjcal and archaeoloSical significance oI the site, contacted Peter Sharpe, the P.B.D.'s
ManaSinS Architect, and several people in Adelaide who might be p.epared to join in a
rescue diB. Amongst the latter was Cordon Young, Senior Lecturer in Architecture and
D rector ,rf the 5.A. Centre lor Settlement Studies. At a site meeting held on Vedesday 27th
APlil .vir'i Peter Sharpe and orher members ol the P.B.D., Graham Kewen, the project
rnan.i:Lr, Lindsay Brwden, the site foreman lor Hansen and Yunken, and Gordon Young, an
agreement was reached to defer site works in the area of the buried structures until Friday
5ah Ma.,. ln a subseqrEnt telcphone conversation between Peter Sharpe and Gordon Youn8 it
was a8re.J that lhe Centre should provide the necessary site supervision whilst the rescue
dig was t, -,-ccdine.

/r iurnrer rneetinB hel! on Friday 29th oI April at Dr. Sea.'s house between members of
th.',.c..' ,,.-1,r Jnd ilrc prolect architect N,,lr. Dean Millard b.oLrgh the stay of site operatons
ba.k to *ednes,ray evcning May 4th.

I8
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Il. The Gathering of the Clans

The_ rescue dig began in earnest on Saturday SOth April. It was supervised by two highly
prolessional archaeologists, Mr. Vincent Megaw (l) aird Dr. Frank Sear. <2>

Annette Green the Centre's historical architect was made responsible Ior the overall site
supervision and the recording of the structures which were bein8 uncovered. She was guided
by David Parham who acted as the site historian.

Ms. Stephanie Schrapel, the hisroric projects supervisor with the Education DepartJnent,
took a photographic record of the di8. A conside.abie number of yolunteer workers descended
upon the site to help wlth the dig both on week,days and during the three weekends. These
incLuded many people from the Adejaide University Department ol Classics, amon8st whorn
were Ms. Janet De Laine, Tutor in Classics, Ms. Jenny Webb, Lecturer in Cla;ics, and
students from this department and the Department oMsual Arts, Flinders university; who
are participating in the new archaeological class being run by these lwo departments. They
initially dug out some interesting artefacrs such as oldlottles, clay pipes and chinaware. ,

There was considerable interest shown in the progress of the dig by Jon Vomersley, the
ManaSer of t.\e S.A. Herirage Conservation Branch, and Margaret -Anjerson ot tire tilitory
Trust, who borh had an obvious ioterest in the slte and the ar6lacts being discovered.

Ba.ry Rowney, the Director of European HeriraSe in rhe Heritage Conservation Branch
arranged for Marilyn Truscoft and Justin tMccarrhy, archaeologists, -ro join the dig on May2nd, Marilyn took charge of reco.din8 the artelacrs recovered irom the;ite. These-will nee;
some careful analysis and preservation which will be carried out by David Tiibrook, the S.A.
Museumrs Curator of Conse.vation.

Both Vr. Perer Sharpe (P.B.D.) and rhe builders Hansen and yunken showed corsiderableinterest in the rescue di€ and Lindsay Bawden, the latters' site foreman, carefully
re-scheduled his site operations to avoid any inter.uptions to the dig. Because of this, th;
deadline for the completion oI it was extended in siages from the 4-th May until lTth May.
This alLowed a more comprehensive dig to be carriea out which uncoveied a substanti;l
porlion of the original wash house/drying room complex.

lll. The He.ita6e SiSnilicance of the Destitute Asylum Site

l. It was all that remained oI the Women's euarters which formed a part oI the
State's {irst publlc institurion and, as such, coutd have been the S;te,s first
industrial laundry.

2. Its slSnificance in archaeologjcal terms was lhar rr was probably rhe only
extant lurnace of its type in South Austratia and pe.haps Austratia.

3. Its architectural signilicance lay in the structures which were exposed,
illurtrating a variety of colonial building techniques commonly in use between
1850 and 1900.

Notes

l. until recently the Pro{essor ol Archaeolo8y at Leicester University (U.K.) with extensive
experience in urban ,'rescuer, archaeoloSy in Europe.
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2. Currently the director ot the Australian archaeological team workin8 at Pompeii.

ALL STATIONS CO. THE SALVACE EXCAVATION

The recently unearthed structural remains of the furnace and basement associated with the
Dryin8 Room oI the Destitute Asylum were siSnificant archaeological discoveries fo. South
Austratia. They represented an impo.tant phase oI the state's social history and the
archaeological record revealed industrial technological capacities and adaPtions that were
othe.wise unknown.

Extant historic plans showed the location of the Drying Room and when the walls in the
south west corner were initially revealed, it was thouSht that a Sround level room had been
discovered, This was furthe. bo.ne out by the presence oI brick-lined sPoon drains and brick
pavinB. However, no lloo. was discovered until a dePth of approximately two and a half
metrei had been attained and by this time it was obvious that it was a cellar or basement.

As in all salvage archaeology, time was the crucjal factor and in the early staSes the
voluntary team worked on a day by day basis. The Excavation rapldly Srew from the south
west corner, revealing the Iurnace, limestone, bluestone and brick walls, the llue system, the
b.ick arch of white firebricks, and a.ed brick paved floor over almost the entire basement.

Many artefacts also came to lj8ht durinS the excavation: these included ciay pipes,
bottles, glass, ceramic and bone fraSments, shoes and ieather, and building materials
(including timber, iron naiLs and screws' stone' bricks and morlars).

on Tuesday 17th May, durinB the final recording and photographic session, it was
discovered that one section of the brick paved floor sounded hollow Alter removing a
section of the brlcks, a circular brick-lined well slraddled by a brick a.ch was revealed. This
arch has since been rernoved and the well was excavated to a depth of approximately two

It appears that the limestone and bluestone perimeter walls of the basement may date to
186r, when there was a Lumber Roorn at ground level' ln l88J the Lumber Room was
re,noved and a DryinS Roonr (associated with the Laundry) erected. It the.efore aPpears likely
ihar the ori8inal furnace and rnost internal brick walls were added at this time. The oriSinal
furnace seerirs t,) have operated on the principle of radiant and convected heat, but there
,nay also have been some ductinS. linfortunately whar is believed to have been the o.iSinal
tLue was dest.oyed by the intrusion of L9l0-40 sewer pipes. It is believed that the furnace
was rnodified between 1890 and 1900 - the b.ick arch was larSely removed and the large
firebox and the present llue systen were added. By the nature of the material removed from
tre frrebox, it appears that the systern was last used as an incine.ator.

A iull interpretalion of this sile has yet to be rnade, as further research on the Destitute
AsylLrr and lgth century furr)ace technoloSy is requiredi analysls and cataloguing of artefacts
h.]s a r! ycl to corn,nence and should.eveal background to the site's social history.

Justin Mccarthy
Historical Archaeolo$st

Heritage Conservation Branch
Department oI Environment & Plannint



N.B. Two phototraphi, takcn by Stcphanie Schrapel, oI thc emcrtcncy rescuc dig vill appear
in the July irsuc oI thc N.wslettcr.

THE DESTITUTE ASYLUM - ADELAIDE

I. Briel History of Site Use

From the earliest days of the colonyrs existence, the Parklands between North Terrace and
the River Torrens were set aside lor Sovernment use. Lithtrs plan of Adeiaide (1817)'-indicates than an a.ea east oI Covernment House was to be used as a lrlilitary Barracks. By
1842 KinSstonrs map reveals that the area had become the "Sappers and Miners Barracks,,.

The Military, however, was not the only oflicial agency attracted to the site. Government
records indicate that several other departments were established there by 1814, These in
cluded the Native Location (AboriSines Department), Female Immigration Depot and the
Destitute Board. Four years later, a rrcolonial store'r y/as built a the southern end of the
complex (this later became part of the Destitute Asylum Male Vards). The nucleus of the
buildinSs were desitned to cater for needy persons - newly arrived immiSrants, widows,
orphans, deserted wives and/or children and aged or inflrm persons unable to support
themselves. Large sums of money were spent in developing the complex into a vast
6overnment-sponsored relief aSency.

By the 1870s, the Destitute Asylum had taken over the enti.e four acre site, which
consisted of:

b,
Southern Men's Qrlarters;
Lying-in Department;
Women's Quarters; and,
Northern Menrs Quarters.

c,
d,

Time and'progress'have dramatically altered the Iace of this historic area and today only
one ot the lour quadrangles remains relatively intact - the Lying-in Department. The recent
woak relating to the Museum Redevelopment Scheme, however, has revepled some loundation
areas in the Vomenrs Quarters of the Destitute Asylum. The buildint in question occupied the
northern side of the quadranSle and they were used as work areas for the inmates of the
asylum. By lt54 three buildings were kno',,r'n to have existed on the site, a work room, lumber
room and wash house.

ll. rustory of the Dcstitutc Asylum, Ad.laide

site. In l6Jl,
This quadrangular area oriSinally contained some of the earliest
site. In l6Jl. the south western corner housed the Native S

linally contained some of the earliest brildinSs constructed on the
western corner housed the Native school, Bv 1854 the vomenrs

Quarters (a sinSle-storey structure) was added to the southern end. Later this building was
enlarged and a second sto.ey added.

Va.ious buildings around the perimeter were used as rr'ards, offices and living quarte.s lor
both women and children attached to the asylum from the 1850s until early in this cenhrry.
None of these historic buildin8s have survived to the present day,



The archaeological dig recently conducted on the northern side of the quadrantle, kindlede
considerable interest amon8 many South Australians (What were the buildinSs? -What 

were
they used for? Vho used them). Such questions were constantly raised over t;e period of the
dig by members of the rescue team and the media,

Ill. History and Descdptions oI the Buildings

The Workroom: Presumably it was set aside as a work area wherein the women
inmates were employed in simple domestic tasks such as ironing and
needlework. By 1890, it was known as the needle-room. The building was
rectangular in design and occupied an area of 18' x 25'. Its gabte roo=f and
centrally located door (flanked each side by a window) gave tht structure the
appearance of a simPle cottage.

The Wash tlouser This ;oom was of the same basic desiSn and dimensions as the
workroom.

Both the Workroom and 'li(/ash House were constructed of random rubble
limestone with brick quoins and were roofed with slate. Both were built before
1864.

Th€ New DryinS Room: This room was sli8htly larger rhan its adjoining
neighbours (22, x 2r,9,). lts basement areas were built af fimestone whiist th;
upper sections were oI brick construction. The basement area housed a furnace
from which heated ai. was ducted to the dryinS room and possibly other builings
nearby, This underground section of the complex was.evealed as a result of th1
recent archaeological dig, Early plans and drawin8s failed to show any sign of
their exisrence.

David Parhah

RESEARCH NOTE: J.5, REeS PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECIION

John Newmao Stone Rees, born at Hindmarsh in 1880 and educated at eueen,s ColleSe, North
r\dolaide, becarne a successful Adelaide insurance underwriter and manager of tie Royal
F.\change Insurance Company.

frlorn 1913 ro l9]8 he was also a meJnbe. of the Adelaide City Council, representing the
Robe Ward. During his time on the Council, he served as chairman of the Council,s T;ffic
and Health Committee and played a leading part in bringing about the construction of a new
clty b.idge and establishing.a municipal golf links. Rees also headed the Council,s Special
llisto,ic Cornmittee |1924-29) and was a member of the State Centena.v SF.ial Cdhmiri66 inand was a member of the State Centena.y Speciat Committee in
Ihe early lrl,)!. <l>

ln ildLriit,rn b 'ri! b(siness and municipal inte.ests, Rees se.ved for ten years as the South
Aus.rdLr.:n (:o,rsui in Belgium. <2> He was also a prominent membe. of the Liberal Union Club
and d kecn sportrng identity, playing footbail and cricket lor the North Adelaide and State
tea,ns in the ear!, 1900s.

Over tre yea." he.:onpiled an iJnpressive collection of photographs of early Adelaide
sorne df ,1hlch wc-e o!hlished in th-. mid-I950s, tirst in the Sunday Advertisei and then
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continued in The Chronicle. After Rees' death in 19J9, his er(tensive collcction oIphototraphs, c6ilisti6!-I-6ier Jo. separate viex/s, sketches'an; poiiraii-prrotograptrs, waspresented to the South Aust.alian Arciives. The collection eiirat. nlcora- Cioup eiicomprises lour major groups of phototaaphs:

l. Vic*s of wcll-knovn Adelaide buildints and othec prominant fcsturca of thccitf, ltr6-1959.
Collated and arrarranted by l. S, Rees (originally reproduced aS a series in
IglEgllglg feature 'rAdelaide - Yeste-rday and Today,),
Other viees of Adelaide,
These include a view of the laying oI the foundatioh stone at the Exhibition
BuildinE, North Terrace. 1E86. and a souvenir atbumn 6f rh. ni^m6^.i r,,hir;.Buildint, North Terrace, 1E86,Burldint, North Terrace, 1E86, and a souvenir albumn of the Diamond fubilee
oI the openint of the Adelaide Town Halt, 1926,

4.
Views of Adelaide sporting tcams and .vcnts, lt69-l9ll.
Vi.ws of Royal Viits to Adelsid.Vi.vs of Royal Viits to
These include vie{r's oI (These include vie{r's oI civic receptions held at the Town Hall for the Duke

lorly Years oJ V_underlich Induslry (sydney, 1927), edited by E. The bookfeatuiEi oany buildingi, iii6 n! th;ir p;;ducts ina arso hai ;;..ui ;;,r. of Droduction
ProceSses. Brian Samucts)

rl.ong belore the openin8 oI a Vunderlich Branch in Adelaide, a valuable business in Metal
C-eilings and Roofing files had been developed in South Australia,
efforts of the local distributers, Harrold, Colton & ComDanv Lin

l.
2.

oI York (1927) and the Duke oI Gloucester (1934), toSether with i souvenir
dlbum produced by the City of Adelaide oI the Duke;f york in 1927-
containing 22 views of srreets, buildjngs, events and personaliries,

Robc.t Thornton

Rarcrcnces 
South Australian Archivcs

Oflicial Civic Secord oI South Australia (Adelaide, 1916), p.to3.@

VUNDERLICH IN SOUTtI AUSTRALIA

(The foflowinS extract is the onry relerence to south Australia in a copiously ilhrstrated book
forty Years of Vunderlich Industry (Syd^ey, 1927t, edited by E. Uundertich, The book

L-eaxn8s ano Koo ng trles had been developed in South Australia, largely through the ableefforts -of the local distributers, Harrold, Colton & Company Limited_, ;nd ceo-. p. HarrisScarle & Company Limitedi the lormer handling the m€ia I 
' 
manufac tures, and the latter,

efforts of the

mutual agreement;
Marseilles Tiles. In April, l9l0, the arrangementi with these merchants *";" ;r;;"t;d,;;
mutual aqreement their stocks were 6ur.h;.c.1 rn.t w'h/Arri.h .\++i^-- --rstocks were purchased, and ryunderlich Offices and Sh.*;;;;.;;
established at 109-ll3 Curries Street, Adelaide,

Throughout the years that have int€rvened, since this event, conside.able expansion hastaken place in Vunderlich activities in the State. A Vorkshop Ior Architeciurat MetalWorking has been added, and a drawbench installed, incidentll to the launching oi aShopfront Fittin8 Department. In addition, the Branch has been rendered inJependent il otherStates, vith re8ard to its supplies of RoofinS Tites, through rhe establishmeni of an extensiveTile-making Plant, at Edwardstown. This -plant commeiced to produce in 1919, and wairecently enlarSed to meet the growin8 demand for its products.

Eatly in 1926, the site in Currie Street was disposed oI, and more spaciois premises were
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I
erected at the corner of crote and Morphett Streets. The new oflice building is of specialinterest, in rhat it is taced with Archit;ctu-ral Terra Cotta, *"^;i;"i;;';; the Company,s.works at Rosehill, sydney. this beins the lirst work of i ki;ti;- Al;i"i". Adjoining thOffice rs a building housing rhe r\,tetaiworkinS ana Shopfroni O.p"i,r""ir.,i- -

NEVSLETTER EXCHANGE

Since March, lg8r, the following Newsletters and Journals have beeo received:

a) &c-estor, Quarterly lou;nal of the Cenealo8ical society of Australia, Vol.l4, No.6, March,1983,
b) qtS949EEl!9, Newsletter of The Australian Bicentennial Autho.ity, Vol.l, No.l,February, 1983.
c)
d)
e)

f)
r)
h)
D

D

k)

l)
m)

n)
o)

Broken Hill Hisrorical socrety lournal and proceedinE!. Vol.18, December, I9E2.Lrry or nenrey and CranSe Community News, Autumn Issue, March, 19g3.
Envlronment and Plannins. lorrrnal of the Department of Environment and planning, No.2,March,'f98--
-l9g!!31of the Royal qu5t'dli6r Historicat Sociery, vol.68, p1.4, t{arch. l9Et.
Heritape Newsletrer. Vor.5. \o.1, March, 19t3.
!9!!91!9! of- the Australian Biog.aphical and cenealoSical Record, No.l, Janua.y, 1981.
.!gy!glg of the Royat Australian Hisrorical Society:nd Affiliated Soii"ii"", no.rq,April. 198r.
Royal Ceographical Society oJ Aust.alasia, South Australian Branch 0nc.) Newsletter,Vol,19, No.3. April, t98J.
Royal Western Austratian Historical Society,s Ngygq!l!g!, Vol.Z2, Nos.2 & 3, March, 1981and April, l98l
The Fund ior Animals Limited Newsletter, Vot,l, No.l, [,larch, 198].

.The Oral History Association oi7,at.aiE, Soutn nustiatian eian.r, q9y91ett.1, ap.ir,
r98 t.
fE*:+ 4!!!I!!!eqceneutoe,.r. vol.I0. No.2, Aprit. Ie8r.
Ihe UnirinS Church rn South Austrajra Historical Society Newsletter, February, 1983.

NEVSLETTER ARNCLE,S

e)
n)

c)

"Heritage of the Mid-North', by Ed Noack & John Dallv/itz, 3 pg. arricle.
'!Passensers arriving -Pt. Adelaide, 1846-l8rO, part 15,,. '
'Cemetaries - Southern Hills".
"Rev,John Hall Angus, t85l-i914', by R. J. Scrirngeolr.
"The Parkin Vission of South Arjsrralia Incorpoidt;d _ Cenrenary Celebrated,,by Bri.1n L,

O IHER PUBLICATIONS RECl.IVF:lj

Brck:er llill. I8!lUll ccll!il3r) Calend.,r Hj8t,tish1s.,.:= 
-'Y .' )r 9y. an-.1. \ocial_!j9nrl._ 1882-ier2. y3rLdJi.td. Rdpio Bay dnd VvpJr..ilH^rr,. , rtr.rdl S.\-ia.). tl.orForal-o

u.f.-!in" :)u, Histofl. !l S!iqg!:, Dapartl".ll or Environmefr and planning, t981.


