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(a) to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of history,
especially South Australian and Australian history

(b)) to promote the cc?llection, preservation and classification of source material
of all kinds relating to-South Australian and Australian history

(c) to publish historical records and articles

(d topromoéte the ix}tercha.nge of information among members of the Society
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(e) to co-operate with similar societies throughout Australia
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Venue: State Library Lecture Theatre
(Corner Kintore Avenue and North Tce., Adelaide}
Enter from Kintore Ave.

Friday 2 October 1992 at 8p.m. ‘

Ms Julie-Ann Ellis :

Legitimising a Defacto Relationship—The South Australian Travelling
Stock Routes

Long corridors of land, with intermittent large holding paddocks, known as
the Travelling Stock Reserves (or Routes), have been used for the droving
of stock to market in South Australia since the early 1850s, but their legal
recognition has been more complex. The status.and use of the reserves—in
the interests of pastoralists, in the interests of landless workers, in the
interests of conservation, or even against the interests of Aboriginal land
rights—shows a great deal about the public values of the society which .
created, subverted or maintained them. The form and interesting example
of de facte public use, and de facto privitisation of land in South Australia.

Friday 13 November 1992 at 8p.m.
Michael Talbot
Dancing by Moonlight and all sorts of fun

Mechanics’ institutes developed in Britain in the 1820’s from the meeting
of a number of different social forces having as their goal the education of
the working classes. The movement caught the spirit of the age, spreading
widely and rapidly wherever British influence reached: to colonial outposts
like South Africa, Canada, Australasia and India; to English speaking
countries like the United States of America; and to countries like Holland
and France which looked at and were receptive to British ideas. St Peters-
burg had a Mechanics’ institute in 1831, and Canton had one in 1837. The
concept suited the South Australian frame of mind and as a social force it
lasted much longer here than anywhere else.

~ In the 1930s the South Australian institutes system was described as
‘fundamentally wrong’ by Ralph Munn and Ernest Pitt, who carried out a
far reaching survey of Australian libraries under the auspices of the
Carnegie Corporation of New York. They saw a decayed system of institutes
and schools of arts throughout Australia but believed these institutions
enjoyed ‘a former period of real usefulness’. Furthermore, they were only



considering their library provision and not the multitude of other functions
served by institutes. N .

. ‘]:')ancing by moonlight...” is a talk about the lively South Australian
}nstltutes of the nineteenth century, with anecdotes of the sixpenny read-
ings, concerts, quadrille parties, rifle matches and Young Men’s Improve-
ment Societies.

. The speaker, Michael Talbot, is Reader Services Manager in the State
L1brar5f of South Australia. His research interests in library history date
from his doctoral thesis work on the Library Association of Australasia,
189(.3—19(?2, coxppleted in 1985 for the Monash University Graduate School
of lera’nanshlp. His official history of the Institutes Movement in South
Australia, prepared for the Institutes Association of South Australia, is
currently in press. He is also editor of The Australian Library Journal. I,-I.is
alter ego, Harold Micklewhite, is a volunteer presenter for Triple-M FMs
Saturday morning Four Course Breakfast program. '

SOCIETY NEWS

Fund Raising Tour
Historic Salisbury, October 18, 1992,
(In conjunction with the Salisbury and Districts Historical Society).

Join us for a fascinating afternoon bus tour of the historic Salisbury district
with tour guides from the Salisbury and Districts Historical Society.

Salisbury is a much older settlement than many people realise and has
many interesting historic sites. The tour will include the monument to the
first power flight in Australia, Parafield Cemetery (the 12,000 white ele-
phant of the late 19th century, fully laid out but never used for burials), the
ruin of St John’s, the Wesleyan Chapel, St Augustine’s Sturton Church, the
school/police statior/institute complex, the Primitive Methodist Cemetery,
old homesteads and hotels. We will take a break in the middle for afternoon
tea and to meet with some of our Salisbury colleagues.

Departure time: 1pm from The War Memorial,
Cnr North Terrace and Kintore Avenue, _
Cost: $11 per person which includes afternoon tea.
Return: Approxirhately 5.30pm
Bookings essential: ’phone Treasurer Avis Huckel to reserve your place
Telephone: 277-2953 a.h.
Annual Dinner

Don'’t forget 19 September, St Marks College. See last issue for detalils.
Bookings to Avis Huckel 277 2953 a.h. (an answering machine will take
messages)



WWII—Information Requested

Many districts throughout Australia have a record of the names of those
who died while serving during world war 11. However, there are numerous
cities and shires, especially within our larger cities, that have incomplete
records or none at all. With the cooperation of member Historical Societies,
DrIan Buckley (Canberra) wishes to make a survey of all historical districts
throughout the Commonwealth, the aim being tomake a nationwide assess-
ment of information presently available and, where deficient, to fill in gaps.

It would therefore be greatly appreciated if the Secretaries of member
Societies would respond to the following questions:

1. What, geographically, is the district covered by your historical society?
(e.g., city, shire, county, parish, other?)

2. Does your historical district, as defined, have on record a list of the
names of citizens who were killed or who died while serving in the armed
forces or merchant navy during WWII? ’

3. If so, is it believed that the list is complete (or incomplete)?

4. Is there a public memorial (in any form), displaying names, that
relates to WWII?

5. If your district has no record of names (or if the list is incomplete),
would the members of your Society be interested in acquiring such a list?

Question 5 is asked because, if the data from next-of-kin Circulars held
by the Australian War Memorial were to be computerised, it would be a
straightforward matter to provide district-based information for WWII (and
other) wars. -

Please forward answers direct to:

Dr Ian Buckley,
56 Arthur Circle,
FORREST, ACT 2603

Documents

These documents were kindly sent by Mr W. Simmonds, Kersbrook, SA

ILLOSTRATID  Trrls
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A COXCERT ON THE MGUINGS. !
‘Whesever money ia plentifal, e, ly emong the lower clarses, I
means to get rid 3 it will be found as a naturs] consequence. The
D have vt e peteneed s sockbing foloscn, mors copocaly |
wl vo never soothing {afluences, mors !
at & Umo when they are in an uauausl stato of excilemen -ml .
invariably the casc 0a a gold-Seld, and particulazly so if it ba ovo !
reccatly “dlecovered, or, o colonial parlance, ‘& “new fush” ;|
Afcer aa arduous day's work, it is ooly natural that men, most of :
whom are single, should look for relaxation, when takizg toto con. !
sideration tha fact of thelr having no bomes whereln to pass their
avenings, the only ehelter , o even wisked for, by them :
being & small tent;a bosndiog-bouse 0o & now digaings not being
tho moet eaviable r.sidence, tho generlity of them belng pothing
more or less than uclicensed teots oa a large scalo, whero spiritcoss
and malt liquors of & questionabls quality arc sold st high prices,
gambling permitied day and ! blo atteation
paid to tho real comfort of the lomates. O course, things do ot
remala long In this condition after {t is ones ascertained that the
ﬁ?lnp aro likely to bo permsnent. Competition at once sets in,
more comfortable buildings arize; but, as we ropeat, beforo
theso additional {oducements can bo obtain: men of wanderizg
dispositlons with, in many instances, pleaty of money, can we be
at thelr seeking any ingooent pastime?  Somo bosls ,
g 80 anto-chamber, with a few forms or @
placks laid “:5 for seats, whero those who delight {n vocal exhibi-
tiocs aud the -] wmost profass

concert-100ms

fover fint broko 4:»1:&i for suddenly men who bad

tho coursa of thelr lives koown what it was to bavéa |

poudaedlthdrmlw ves tho owners of

At those timen it was when such events took place as diggers lightisg

thelr pipes with ten.pouad nol sad treatiog straoges to cham-
o,

dozens
"'ﬁ:?{na G:e‘l:u?‘m?::m to Dallarat than Melbourne,
nf

locality & gold-di To such meetings, wo repeat,. particular
«oom’dn?&‘mo;g;fo‘im often rescrt. In mup‘l;mnm teae
mextizgson an old-catallished digglag are carried through fna v
docent macner; but, o somo cases, if the stylo bo decent, it
extremely intem)

Wo remember an {ostanceon the Lachlan diggings of a gentleman
of a religions torn of mind advertising to the effect that he intended
to cfiiclato as shepherd at & tes-meeting oa the l::ruum system,
méayur&ved.ud 00 did the shepiberd, but, unfortunately. in a
stato of intoxication; his excuse belng, on hearing that his cnn-
dition waa not likely to pass unnoticed, that be bad eome there io
that condition to show kis friends a practical {llosteation of the bad
effects produoed by [ntemperance,
Victoria was scttled by voluatary efforts, atd, as some of bir
early {es admitted, novor cost the mother country a fasthing,
Many persocs bavo talked and written io a di iog strain of the
early colonists, but thele enterprise and {zdomitable perscverance
have nover been oxcelled by any community, large or sma)l. The
roﬂl!ul history of ths sctilement during tho Srat fourteen years of

ta existence {a but a continual -lmifle for emancipalion from the
unnstaral union with New South Wales. Tbo uliwmate deliveranco
of tho colony from & system of cruel o] lslmmmzn-
mntwmw in overy of tho world to vero in
tholr ¢; {or dellverance. = Vietorls, st length freod, com-
menced Lier Independent existenco under the falreat ausplocs. .The
spirit of her eaily politiclans bas boen breatbed into ber political
insuitutions, which csire,

[
The founders of great w a0y record of them kos ro-
mained, bave always reccived a considerable in .
stadent can hardly tho acoount of tke founding of Rome or the

read
landisg of the Pllgrim Fatbers at Now Piymouth without his i
bringiog up. plesting s Toulee. asd. Joha Carven

ke o history re

was more immediately influcaced by this mania ; and it was ly
reparted, so general was tho mi| from {t, that only ons of the
malo scx was left to keep the ladics company. Tho metropolitsn
city, although farther from the lm was very [itlocalmer ; at every
tura of tho etrects pariles were ing drays and making prepars.
tions to start for Ballarat, and the usual salstation given snd
exchanged between the citizens was, ¢ Well, when aro you off 2°
It was useleas o expoct any work to bo performed, at oven extrs-
vagant ratea.  Tho ontfitters could ely obtain persoza to make
credles acd tin dishes 10 supply the diggiog parties with thoso
indispensablo articlea, No eity, mh‘?r. 'was ever plunged [ntosuch
» ferment, aod the citizens seemed all geized with amo
thirst for gold. Tbhgﬁ(bmufor In eome degres by the
upcertainty of the iaotelligence which wes cootin resching
fel precions metal bsd undoubtedly been od up in
large quactities; mdm;oophu @rzt aturally imagiced that o

wild adventre, In alter ages, when Vi bas becowe a it
and powerfal country, these two, with Pawkner, Henty, cnd X
will Bave mauy & warm tributs pald to their memory by thousssda
who will :ae lndlndly“hsﬂlg:i l{sy l:!'ie!r wll;.h la necainx the
pernasent aettlement t {s impossiblo uot to be struck
with e fact that it was the i

who had abandon

od the colony 1504 who, after an iuterv
of uarter of & century, rot from Van Dieman's lasd
tablishmen {ta shores. In 1634 Mr, Thomas

form percasnent es!
Ueaty, wbo had emigrated to Launceston, ex, o considerable
of the southerm coust of Now Holland, with the view of
obtaining & spot suitable for stock. Afr, Henty selecied a tract noar
tha present town of Portlend, and made application to the Govern.
ment for & grant of 20,000 acres of land. This request, although
not formslly granted at the time, was ullimately tacitly allowed,
and Mr. Henty thus becamo the founder of the valuable district of

solid ;s had beea fousd, and that thers would bo & scrawble for

the gold, and were all snxious to bo a time. It ls troo that ‘“dm°ﬂmw“°mhzhm ln

tmore correct intelligeaca was d through the col of Oar Eograving “m'&: ﬁ‘“’? rand mt‘:d'f" ol Kzlb:ni&mn,

tho pewspapers; but little credit wes given to these sccounts.  Gold e ua.':ﬁﬁ. Ttt1s soclal affairs ato ;u“,“‘?o? oy T

‘waa thero o abundance ; and all wero anxious to obiala o shere of wm::d: “a%lo object, the atteadanca is generally hn{c. wd,Puh

u:u:ﬂdlc wealth and convert it to thelr own uses, - thota held a& the wdﬁﬁi‘:gm tho meats of producing
) Y [? o atare,

cs0 an
very short time, and, mosey belog ph
and Inducements acsrog, it 1s not (0 bo wondered at that caterers
for public amusement should spring tp, and accordingly they did,
Concert-rooms, theatres, clrcuncs, &¢., flouriskied n the interior of
the Australian bosh where, a few montls prev!mn!!, the footof a
whits man had vever boen, Our Engraving is intended to Hliustrato
o000 of the evenin, i on the hers el

w
uad stiqoetto uf dispeaned with for the zake of freedow and
comfort, A A B
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SKETCHES OF AUSTRALIAN LIFE AND CHARACTER
A DUSIT FIRE,

GENZRALLY i parta of the country sitaated about fifteen
of twenty miles from, luIyF::f the larger Ll called, In Australinn
parlance, *the bosh” "It signifies the eame as speaking of the
countey ia England, although we often wonder why some more ex-
plicit term has Dot been adopted to disticgaish the cultivated from
tho wild parta ; for eventoresidents it Is often adifficalty to deterniine
what a person meazs by taying he is going {nto the bush, for you
wro left eatirely to your own conjectures aalo whether he ia ingfiley
miles or fire hundred, it meaning, a3 we have before gal , any part
& ehort distascs from a large city or eeaport.

The A lizn bush one featurs dissimilar to any other
country In the world—vi., it extraordi 'y eimilerity through
It seems, even to & closs observer, as though'be was wandering about
in n:]llnék-: omb‘ar of Lén same ipeciuin
trav over! rom Bydney to Melbourne, being compelled to
lengthen the distascs to pearly 2000 ilu, nring&which

try,
timber. * Certainly thero ars some fow variabla gpecies characteristic
of New Boath \{':lu, which somewbat relievs ths monotony ;
bat, generally apeaking, the common red gum (genus Encalyptos),
conficed exclusively 10 Australia, predominates, The uoder-
growih consista mostly of wild, rough-looking  fern; long,
ok gras; an lea scrub, growing over masses of fallen
timber, either blown down or the remnants of bush fires, one of
which our Eagraving is intended to portray, These fires occar
in the sammer months, mostly from November nntil March, after
which the autamnal rains commence and satorate the grass anf-
ficiently to prevent conflagrarions, which in many [nstances must
arise {rom spoctaneous combustion, as they often occur in parts
where no one is likely to hava penctrated ; therefore they could not
bave ariren by aparka from lJ:i&enr match, ns is often the case in
other inatances. Keither coal ey have arisen from reflection off a
botule, which also fires the grass occasionally. The fact that po
fliat of any description is wisible in districts where thess firea havo
commenced, goes wtill further to substantiste our asscrtion that bush
Eres often arise from spontaneous combustion. In fact, we can
scarcely wonder, after an absence of rain {or a coupla of months, with
the r.h:rmomer.crmxinq between 100deg. and 200 deg. in the shade,
that & quantity ef carbonired timber, on becoming dried almest into
touchwood, shoald ignite undera barniog san, and that the fireshould
fpread with great rapidity, when taking into considerntion that the
Yarious lakes, water-courses, de, formed by the rain of winter, have
become dried up by the combined inflvence of sun and hot winde, the
latcer being one of the worst climatic visitations to which Australia
ia lisble. “The porth wind of summer, etrong, steady, dry, and hot
in ita character, ls a frequent visitor ; and being generally succeeded

FrrLe
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The temperatore during thé hot winds ranges usally between
B0deg. mnoodegnu. dacndmg for its degrea of intensity upon
tbe period of the summer in which it occurs, and the state of tha
country a3 to moistare. If the country has been previowly well
moistened with raln, this wind is not disagreeable, but If it continue
for two or thres days, aa this northerly breezs {sapt to do vnder such
circumatances, It becomes gradoally more dry and hot aa the surface
moisture disappears under ita Influence. Having now scquired the
characters and effects of a hot wind, thers s callsd into operation
thoee meteorologic influences that appear unfailingly to essurs a
refreshing change. The cool southerly breeze is mshered in, and
with it, o gen altboogh not always, & retum of rain.

The hot wind is felt most oppressively when it occurs afler long
periods of dry weatber. Thus ic is olten very severo in February,
the summer’s sun having still its foll power, and the country baving
bad vsually by that time a long period of dry weather, ith thu
autumnal roins this wind Joses ita hot and dg character ; aml in
winter the breezes from the north are not marked by any peculiarity,
These winds, with tha violent changes by which they are terminated,
are of less frequent occurrence in the adjacent colonies; but,
occasionally, in these warmer latitudes they are exceedingly severe.
At Bydoey and In the iaterior of New Bouth \Wales the thermometer
intheehade hasrisen ashighas 120deg., and even 129 d:ﬁ, asrecorded
by Bturt, on the occasion of his exploriog the River Macquarrio in
1827, The severest of thess visitations'on record in Victoria occurred
on Thureday, the 6th of Febroary, 185l—which has been ever
since remembered under the designation of Black Thursday—when
the thermometer ranged between 100 deg, and 110 deg. in the
verandahs and other shaded parts of the dwelling-housea throughout
the colony, Tha country, exceedingly dry from a long cessation
ol rain, took fire In many directions, the flames overronning the

spreading among the trees with frightful avidity, and
menmg the loas of much property. Sumilar weather was
experienced at the eame time in the colonies of South Avstralia and
New Sonth Wales,

“I'he causs of thess hot winds and the soorcs whencs they arc

]
]

i
I

derived are points of somo iaterest. Tne ides of a great inland
Australian sea that loog haunted the minds of Australian coloniats
did not promise any elucidation of the subject. The arduous expe-
dition n}”&npu!n Eum, in 1843, from Adelaide into the porthern
Interior, at length threw light on the mystery, Instead of an occan
of water, that adventarous explorer found a boundless expanse of
the moet sterle desert—a veritablo Babara of the south—a waste
of eand and stones, without a blade of grass or a visible drop of
waler. At the imminent hazard of his life, the traveller peneteated
Lo 24} deg.south, but withont sesing any indications of an alteration in
the payeical aspsct of the region. The hot wind comes over Adelaida
{from the north; it reaches Melbouraa from mbout northi-northe
weat, and Bydaey from a direction still more weaterly.

The locality of the desert is thus pointed Lo in common from sll
thess different localitica, A remarkable confirmation of the intimate
connection of this desert with thess hot winds was furnisbed by the
traveller Leichardt doring his overland journey, in 1814, from
Morston Day to Port Essington, As hia'party advanced north-
wards the hot wind changed its direction from portherly to weaterly,
until in abont latitude 20deg. south, when, blu'mli for the last
time (for It was never experienced further noreh), it had begun to
coms from the southward, blowing in the direction of west-south-
west, These combined climate influences, then, are the canses of
bush fires, which, in England, weald be looked upon with amaze-
meat and torror; for the paculiar crackley poise, the falling of
timber which the ruthlos destroyer has partially consumed, thu
showerns of sparks, smoke, Jc., v _ by the roating and rush of
wild animals and tbe screams of terrified birus, form & picture of
grand excliement totally indescribable. 5,

Articles

DIGGING WITH A DIFFERENCE by Jim Loudon
It was a small piece in The Advertiser that caught my eye. It said in effect,
“Diggers wanted for East End market site”.
Digging [ normally don't like. Shades of thg garden and weeds ramp.ant.
However, as someone with a dilettante interest in times past, th(? idea
was appealing. Actually having hands on experience of an historical discov-
erystg Lil’rl,"was a warm Saturday morning in February that I turned up at the
improvised office tojoin the team of 30 or so novices who, under the guidance
of professional archaeologists, were prepared to dig, scrape and sift whetje
once Adelaide men and women had eaten their rabbit stew, dumped their
rubbish and raised their children.
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Once we were led
onto the site the cause
of the interest it had
aroused became obvi-
ous. There were what
looked for all the world
like three dimensional
floor plans of nine tiny
attached cottages, each
comprising just one
main room, 3.5m by
3.6m, with a fireplace
and a paved lean-to at
the rear. A slate-paved
doorstep led onto the
narrow cobbled street.
There had been com-
munal lavatories and
sinks opposite and a
tannery up the road.
With another cou-
ple of volunteers I
spent most of my time
sifting and shaking the

earth that others had The author (right) with another volunteer sifts

carefully removed to though the excavated material.
reveal the foundations,

hearths and paving
that had lain hidden under the former fruit and vegetable market for the
best part of 90 years.

It was cooler for us who worked in the shade but the people who actually
worked on the dig with their trowels and buckets, brushes and dust-pans,
needed the sun block, the hats and the thirst breaks for fruit juice or water
as the temperature climbed.

It was amazing how much could be pieced together from the pieces we
found. The buttons, beads and pins that had fallen through cracks in the
floor boards telling of days and nights spent sewing; ceramic marbles
betraying the presence of children, and a clay pipe stem from the man of
the house.

Others found crockery shards, pieces of glass from broken windows,
cutlery and jar stoppers, fish and rabbit bones from long-finished meals and
the occasional pieces of jewellery—an earring or a brooch.

&

S

The East End Market dig, funded by the Adelaide City Council and
co-ordinated by the National Trust of SA, brought vividly to life the condi-
tions of Adelaide workers of last century.

The cottages we were so carefully unearthing were apparently built to
house workers at William Peacock’s tannery in the 1850s. The original dirt
floors were later covered with wooden flooring and the interior walls were
plastered. Perhaps the occupants were more affluent by this time?

The families lived within the confines of one room. Mother cooked on the
open wood fire. She washed and ironed and sewed in the same room while
the children played around her. The family slept on the table, under the
table, on the floor. Lighting was by candle or kerosene lamp.

By the 1880s the cottages had become known as the Rookery—a deroga-
tory term meaning a slum—and were occupied by widows or single mothers
and their children. By the end of the century they were ruled to be unfit for
habitation and were marked for demolition.

The Adelaide Fruit and Produce Exchange was built on the site and
opened in 1904 and the remains of the Rookery remained undisturbed until
the present revival of interest was sparked in 1990.




ANGLE VALE BRIDGE
Angle Vale

May 1988
MATERIALS

The masonry abutments of the 1876 Angle Vale bridge are
constructed principally of bluestone with sandstone quoins and
dressings. The two stones have been used together in a similar
way in contemporary buildings of the nearby town of Gawler, 10km
to the east. The bluestone was quarried a few km south of the
towp and the sandstone is believed to have come from a quarry
5km east of Gawler on the Sandy Creek road. [Note, 1991: This
is the same ‘Gawler Sandstone’ noted in earlier reports on
Holland House, Turretfield and the McKinlay Memorial, Gawler as
being of unknown source. It now seems reasonably certain khat
this is the common source].

The bluestone, a grey laminated phyllitic siltstone is laid as
squared rubble and is brought to courses with the large
rockfaced quoin blocks of white, medium to coarse grained
sandstone. The stones were set in a white lime:sand mortar.
None of the original pointing of the bluestoneéyork remains: all
of the joints were repointed apparently during the 1940’s when
the bridge was redecked.

CONDITION

Bridge abutments, by their nature also act as retaining walls
and can be affected by transpiration of ground moisture through
their surfaces. Combined with saline soils and an aggressive
climate, moisture transport has produced salt attack (salt damp)
in the masonry of the Angle Vale bridge.
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The 1940’s repointing of the mortar joints is likely to have
been carried out in response to the loss of some original
material due t6 salt attack. Unfortunately the repointing was
undertaken in a very strong cement-based mortar, with the result
that the salt attack affected the stone rather than the mortar.
On examination of the abutments prior to commencement of
conservation works, minute salt:crystals could be seen on the
surface of many stones adjacent to the pointing. The east wing
of the northern abutment was particularly affected, with loss of
up to 15mm of bluestone and the consequent falling out of the

excessively hard pointing.

On the whole though, the stone is in good condition,
particularly the sandstone which has proved to be very durable.

The colBur of both types of stone has changed since construction
of the bridge. Natural weathering producing oxidation of iron
bearing minerals has added a khaki tint to the bluestone and a
slight reddish colour to the sandstone. However, the most
significant colour change, to both stones but particularly the
sandstone which is now a reddish brown hue, is due to dust.
Wind-blown dust lodging in small depressions in the surfaces of
a stone can become sufficiently well bonded to resist the
washing action of rain, and is the principal contributor to warm
honey-brown colours seen on otherwise white sandstone buildings

in South Australia.
CONSERVATION WORKS

The stonework was gently washed and brushed to remove excess

dirt, and build up of mosses on the projecting string course.

The major work undertaken to conserve the abutments was the
removal of the hard 1940’s pointing and its replacement with a

deliberately weak mortar.
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Original sandstone pillars flanking the carriageway on each
abutment were demolishéd, probabﬁy during the 1940’s redecking.

Lack of funds and of suitable matching stone and also some

inti 1 to
Fortunately the hard cement pointing was poorly bonded the uncertainty about their precise form have prevented

bluestone and had not been properly keyed into the joints. So reconstruction of these pillars.

it was readily removed with little damage to the stones. The
original soft lime mortar was then raked out to 25-30mm. For At the time of writing the final phase of the conservation of

repointing the bluestone the new mortar mix was composed of 1 the abutments had not been implemented. It is planned to

cement : 4 hydrated lime : 15 sand : 5 cinders. further soften the harsh newness of the repointing by adding a

small amount of local dust, perhaps with the aid of a blowing

The omposition was bas ion of inti o s .
conp ed on observatio pointing on device. Maybe the weather will oblige with a good duststorm?

buildings in Gawler constructed of the same stones. There, lime

mortars were used with the addition of cinders from steam
Reference

logomotives to darken the tone of the mortar to something like

that of.the bluestone. The effect was disguise th i
to disguise the size of Hawes, J., Legoe, D., Stacy, W. and Young, D., 1988. The

the joint which was then lined with a 4mm wide line (painted

conservation of the Angle Vale laminated timber arch
white) to give the impression of high quality stonework with ¢

bridge. Paper presented at the Fourth WNational
fine joints. : . . :
Conference on Engineering Heritage. Sydney 5-8

. December 1988,
1-2 days after the bricklayer had repointed_and lined (but not

painted) the joints, other workers carefully scraped off the
smooth top surface of the pointing, to deliberately roughen it
and give a weathered appearance. This also has the effect of
making the surface more porous and less weatherproof.

o
The overall result is a pointing mortar that is close to what

the original is likely to have been, yet made slightly weaker . . . : .
and more porous in order that it will behave sacrificially. Rep rinted with permussion from D. Young Masonry Conservation Ad-

Hence future salt attack will occur to the mortar rather than ! vice 1981-1991 (S°A° Dept of Mines and Energy)
the stone, and while replacement of the mortar will be required

(perhaps within ten years) this is much easier and cheaper to

undertake than replacement of stone.

For the sandstone work where a dark contrasting mortar is
undesirable, cinders were omitted from the mix.
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. Book Review

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HANGINGS
(Book Review)

For those who like to combine their history with a touch of the macabre this
book has all the answers. The Hempen Collar, Executions in South Australia,
1838-1964, A Collection of Eyewitness Accounts compiled by David Towler and
Trevor Porter traces, primarily through newspaper reports, those who have
been hanged in South Australia. But let it not be thought for a moment that
because the majority of the reports come from newspapers they are sterile
and lacking in drama. Indeed just the opposite. Until the 1920's - which
covers the greater part of the book - newspaper accounts were lurid and full
of dramatic detail. _

But the book is more than an just an account of deaths. Because the
descriptions are so complete and accompanied by so much editorial comment
the book is an important social document. For example one can follow
attitudes to death and the abolition of capital punishment. It is also
fascinating to trace changing attitudes to women.

The hanging of Elizabeth Lillian Woolcock on 30 December 1873 for the
poisoning of her husband is particularly moving. We are informed by-the
press that after her body dropped "death did not immediately ensure. Fully
five minutes elapsed before the convulsions of the body ceased, but it was
afterwards ascertained that dislocation was produced.when the drop fell."
The woman left a last testament which describes how she was ill treated for
years by her husband until at last knowing no way out she resorted to
murder. “so i was afraid to go home for he said he would break both of my
legs... i tried to do my duty to him and the children but the more i tried the
worse he was he was fond of drink... i thought i would rather die than live so
i tried to put an end to my self in severl diferent ways but thank the Lord i
did not succied in doing so". ;

The book has equally interesting comments illustrating the thoughts and
opinions of the day on aborigines and non-British residents.

As an appendix there is a full list of South Australian executions, both public
and private, and a full post-mortem report after a hanging. The authors are to
be commended on the their selection of documents. The book makes
fascinating reading and is also an important social document.

The book is printed and published by the Wednesday Press and is available
at the Adelaide gaol.

lan Harmstorf
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KENTON VALLLEY SCHOO

From Childrens Hour Feb. 1917—Board says: ‘VIII Grade, “Advance
Australia”, That was the order—muffled and low—Prepare to strike at
the foe. Into the boats there fast as you can—silent and stead
lads—man-after-man—Gallipoli! Gallipoli!’
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STOP PRESSES

The Community History Unit of the History Trust
will be moving

Towards the end of 1992 the outreach services of the History Trust will be
expanded by the relocation of the three staff of the Community History Unit
(Susan Marsden, Brian Samuels and Geoff Speirs) from the History Trust’s
head office to Old Parliament House, which will become the State History
Centre. The Unit will then formally disband, but the staff will continue
with their existing work as well as undertaking some new duties.

The Unit’s programs will be maintained and augmented by the addition
of the exhibitions, publications, information and schools services of Old
Parliament House so that the new Centre will provide a comprehensive
package of services to the community. . .

Itis hoped the shift will be made in late October. Phone calls tothe Unit’s
presefit numbers will be able to be transferred.

The new address will be State History Centre, Old Parliament House,
North Terrace, Adelaide 5000. Tel: 212 6066 Fax: 410 1766.

Community History Fund

It’s official—the Community History Fund is now in existence! Historical
societies, and authors, can now apply to the Hist6ry Trust for financial
assistance towards the publication of non-fiction works on South Australian
history, or for local history projects. The Fund has been given an initial
grant of $25,000. For publications, assistance may take the form of a loan
or grant to assist with publishing or printing costs, while for projects, grants
will be given for such things as marking of heritage trails, acquiring
significant historical documents, purchasing microfofin copies of records or
installing records storage facilities.

Projects will be assessed by the State History Centre, which will make
recommendations to the History Trust Board, and the Minister for the Arts
and Cultural Heritage, for approval. For further details and application
forms contact Brian Samuels on 207 7556 (212 6066 from late October).
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COMMUNITY HISTORY CALENDAR

On-Going Events B .

1st weekend of each Adelaide Gaol: Guided tours available Port Road, Adelaide. Further
month Saturday & information Ph. 216 7741.

Sunday 10.00-3.30

1st Thursday of the Aurora Heritage Action Inc. Meetings, Metropolitan Hotel,

month 7.30 Grote Street

Weekdays 11.00-2.00 Australia Pest Postal Museum, Ground floar, 2 Franklin Street.

3rd Sunday of each Glen Osmond Mines Tours: tours are conducted by members of the
month 2.00—4.00 Burnside Historical Society. Bookings on 366 4200 (ask for Angela).

Last Wednesday of State Conservation Centre of SA. Clinic Day for advice on
the month ' preservation, restoration and repair of historical and artistic warks.

Ph. (08) 223 1766 i v
Every Sunday Historic Cummins: The Cummins Society conducts Open Days with
2.00-4.30 guided tours. Sheoak Ave., Novar Gardens.
To August Art Gallery of SA. Scuth Australia Deccrative Arts. Contemparary

South Australian decorative arts have been collected by the Gallexy
since 1884 when a silver presentation casket made by Henry Steiner

7 was donated. Both historical and contemporary warks have been
acquired since then,.for display and reference, in order to develop a
comprehensive collection of decorative arts produced in this state.
South Australia furniture, ceramics, metalwork and jewellery will be
featured. Historical works from the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries as well as recently-made works will be on display until
August/September 1992.

Saturdays 2.00-4.00 National Trust of South Australia. Burra Burra Branch: Market
Sundays 12.00-2.30 Square Museum. Adult $1.00, Child $0.50, Family $2.50

Wed/Sat/Sun National Trust of SA. Moonta Branch Museum.

1.30-4.00 - .

Sundays 11.00-4.00 National Trust of SA. Victor Harbor Branch. The Old Customs and
_ Station Master’s House.

Thursdays 10.00 South Australian Cricket Association Inc. Adelaide Oval Tours.

Conducted tours from the South Gate. Approx. 2hr duration.

Tuesdays 2.00-4.00 Yorke Peninsula Family History Group's library s housed within the
N.Y.P. Public Library and is available to members during library
opening hours, Volunteers are available Tuesday afternoons to assist
the public or members. Fees apply to non-members.




