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Hidden art of the
Adventures of a Local Adelaide Hills
History Officer
Sharing a good yarn is one of Maggie Ragless's
enthusiasms. So is history.
Maggie will reveal her adventures as a local history
officer at the Society's next meeting on 5 !une.
She has had 30 year{ experience in the SA history
scene. Her past decade has been as a part-time
employee with responsibility for a local history
collectio& a coEmunity progranr, and ihe
development of a research advisory service for the
City of Mitcham.
Maggie will retell some of the discoveries and
advmtures associated with the districfs history;
she will reflect on the impact of change in the
community, unuzual circurnstances in which the past
has been revealed, and how she encouraged heritage
aw.reness and appreciation-

The village of Mitcham was laid out in 1840 and in
1853 a large area surrounding the village was
dedared the fust district council in South Australia.
It stretched from the south parklands to the Sturt
River as the western boundary and to the hill tops in
lhe east-

The year 1868 saw the creation of the Districl
Council of BrightorU 1871 the Distict Council of
Unley and 1883 the District Council of Crafers when
the railway went in. It is one of the few ateas of
metropolitan Adelaide which has a balance of hills
and plairu. It also has the State-s oldest publc park,
spectacular lookouts, three potential heritage zones
and a tourism precinct

Maggids interest in history was evident in her
teenage years when, in 1957, she was the first South
Australian to earn the Girl Guide local history
badge.

She has won awards, written books, worked on
history for other rural district councils and is a
member of several historical societies.

Historical Society of South Australia

No. 1"36 Mry7998

Heitale cow ltqnt Robin Col"s exrlqins rcck ort bu the
Perumatgk people in a rock shelti in the Mount L;ftu Rmees.
Societu tttembers unre mthused bu the ercelleflt suidZd bLi
tour ih March- (?hotos couies! ol Hugh Dixon)"

Anyone forAuditor?
The Historical Society is looking for a new
auditor to replace Mr Keith Banfield who is
stepping down after having filled the position
for a number of yeirs.
Anyone interested in helping the Society as its
auditor is asked to phone the Treasurer, Mrs
Avis Huckel, on 8272953.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC.
Insttute Buildin& 122 Kintore Avenue, Adel,aide

5000 (mailing address only)
Fomded 194

OB.JECTS
. To promote the collection, preservation and

chssification of source material of all kinds
relating to South Australian and Australian
history.

. To publish historical records and articles.

. To promote the interchange of informaiion
among members of the Society by lectures,
readings, discussions, field trips and exhibitions.

. To arouse interest in and promote the study and
discussion of history, especially that of South
Australia and Australia,

o To cooperate with similar societies throughout
Australia.

r To do such things as are conducive or incidental
to the attalnment o{ any of the above obiects.

COUNCIL
Patron: Sir Walter Crocker, K.B.E.
President Dr RP.]. Nicol, 8297 98114

Vice-President Mr M. Keain
Secretary: IUrs G. Brown
Treasurer: Mrs A. Huckel 827 2953

Publicity/ promotions offioen Ms lvl Dunshore, 8381
7429

lournal ediloc Dr J.T. Stock, fax 8303 31146.

Members: Dr G. Bishop, Dr S. Camerory Mr S. Dawes,
MrC. Deed, Mrc. Franklin, MrJ. Loudon, DrP.
Paynq Ms P. Sumerling.
Consultant Mr R.M. Gibbs, A.M.
Membership records Enid,I.JJ,bicl\ 8278 2576

History SA edltor: Mr G. Franklin, tell tax 8447 7673
Auditor: Mr K. Banlield

COUNCIL CHANGES
Happy with the energetic €fforts of the executive
council over the past year, members of the Historical
Society of South Australia voted unanimously to re-
elect it almost intact at the annual general meeting
on April 3.

Secretary Anne Every and council member Anna Pope
resigned and Gay Brown was voted in as the new
secretary-

Tullie Wollaston on opals
The reference to Tullie Cornthwaite Wollaston in
History SA, trlarc}l. 199 raises another interestint
aspect of his enterprising spirit, apart foom
gropagating (with his gardener) the Claret Ash- In
September 1924 he published his book Opal: We of
the Nmer Neoer .His autlo/s note states:

As it fell to my lot to pioneer in turn each new
Opal field of Australia - Queensland, White
Cliffs, Lightning Ridge and Coberpedy (sic)
(excepting only the first boulder) - and markel
its product in Europe and America, I felt I was
befter equipped than most to tell the story of the
OpaI: and the general and growing interest in the
stone, now greatly stimulated by the Empire
Exhibition, has enmuraged me to make the
attempt.
If my book is somewhat unorthodox in structure,
it is but in keeping with much of the Opal which
it describes.

Toss me a gen'

His book is a ioy to read, an insouciance prevailg
even at the worst of times when a 'sprightlier spirif
draws him into 'fellowship io all created things'.
His descxiption of the evolution of 'this miraclt and
Queen of gems' twinkles from beginning to end-

The Auskalian opal is a drild of the Desert and
delights in the Nwer Never, for in its babyhood
it paddled there in the shallow inland se4
whidr covered our vast interior like a silver
quilt, romped with the periwinkles and mussels
and fan shells, teased the sick lizards and
captured thet knucklebones when they died, and
took possession of the little harsh sponges and
the grey fluted corals, and slipped into every odd
corner or snug little hole where the waters were
drying up and where the sun could be sipped at
leisure. It grew, grain by grain, to the music of
ddpping water, true and unhurried building up a
glad-eyed responsive nature like a babe does.
And iust as any active babe when its sleep is over
kicks off its dothes in its love for freedorl any
vigorous opal, feeling the clear warmth through
the thin covering of the earth, could, in its bdak
impatience kick off the quilt, and bask on the
burning ridges, where one may catch the gleam of
its starry eyes now and then as one rides through
those grey solihrdes.

In its own way the book is an historical gem and an
answer to Wollaston's boyhood prayers:

'O please, Miss Em, Send me a gem, Drop me a ger!

T.C.W.
September, 1924
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Julv lecture

Striking a balance
at Birdwood
With a museum full of eady model cars, do you run
them or don-t you? And how doyou answer tho6e
people who swear that yow thoroughly researdred
and documented interpretation o, the past does not
accord with their own?

Sudr are sorre of the dilemnras facing ]on
Chittleborough as Director of the National Motor
Museum at Birdwood. ]on only assumed this role last
year, having been orator since 1984.

ln his talk to the Society on Friday 3 ]uly he will
briefly survey the history of motoring both in SA and
nationally, and cast a quick glance at the history of
motor museurs drd of lheBirdwood museum in
particrilar before tuming to questions sudr as those
posed at tfte begirming of tlre artide,
The Birdwood museum has a firrr hisforical purpose
but it depends on nourism for srrvivat r4,ith people
being attracted by a sense of nostalgia for the
gleamiry 'toys for boyy that lmd rheir name to fon s
talk.
And how do you fulfil people's wish to see the early
cars rurming wlen tlre museum's purpose is to prcserve
the ears for firture gerreratio,ns to wonder at and
admire?

As |on says, 'Sooner or later they wear out!'
SA-born, Jonls taste (or history was stimulated when
he was still a boy and accompanied his family to
Kashmir, where his father was a UN military
observer, This gave Jon an interest in military
history and the Indian subcontinent tn spite of
getting himsell deeply involved in the student
politics of the early 70s, he left Flinders University
with an honous degre€ in history and a Dip.Ed.
He then spent a year at the Royal Military College,
Duntroon, working on a bio{iraphy of Lt Geru
Brudenell White before going to Kin$ College,
Londo4 to gain an MA in War Studies.

Back in Adelaide he was a director of Citu Books for
tfuee years until going to Zimbabwe in 1961 to teach
history and English in a township high school.

On retuming to Adelaide in 1984 he taught briefly at
St lgnatius College before making his move to
Birdwood

Jor Chittleborough will give his talk - Toys for tuys:
dilmmas of thc Natiorul Motor Museurn - on Friday
3 luly at the Prinee Philip Theatre, Prince Alfred
C-olle6e Kent TowU beginniry at 8 pnu

A date with history
July 22 is the 30th anniversary of Australia,s fiFt
high-performance coupe, the HK-series Holden
Monam. Some of the Monaro 186, 1865, GTS and GTS
327s were made by GMH at its Woodville and
Elizabeth factories. GMH celebrated 45 years at
Woodville in 1968 and that year the coupe was voted
The Car of the Yeal \r Wheels magazine.
The HK-series was Holdm's eleventh and was
called the 'new generatior( car. It was capable of
speeds in excess of 120 mph and was the car in which
Peter Brock first raced at Mt Panorama. Media
releases for the laundr, stored at the Mortlock
Llbrary, staG 'Monaro was of Aboriginal origin
meaning high plateau or high plairu The Monaro
Range is part oI the Snowy Mountains in New South
Wales and is one of the highest ranges in Auskalia.
.., The relationship to the name of the Monaro
District connotes beauty and height or peak of
perforrrance'.

The Iaundr was held in the Corroboree Room of the
Chevron Hotel Surfe/s Paradise. For those who
can't remeriber what their coupe cost, tax induded:
Monaro = $2579 GTS = $3090 and cTS 327 = $3790.
Anniversary celebra0ons will be held at the Drage
Airworld Museum in Wangaratta, Vic{oda on fdy fA
& 19. Monaro hotline (03) 9530 4545.

- Grantley Eranfflin

Return to Tattersall's Club
for 1998 Annual Dinner
The Society will again hold its Arurual Dinner
at the historic Adelaide Tattersall,s Club,
Grenfell S! this year. The time will be 7 pm for
7.30 pm on Saturday 15 August.
The cost will be 928 for rrembers and $30 for non-
members, not induding drinks. The dinner
comprise three courses with a choice for the
course. The bar will be open during the evening.
Bookings should be made with HSSA Treasurer
Avis Huckel (tel. 8777 2953) not later than
Friday 7 Augusr
The guest speaker will be announced in the tuly
issue oflir'story 54.

New members
The Society is pleased to welcome the following new
meuibers: Mrs N.R BIa:Iaby, Mr M. Hodder, Ms J.
Edwards, Ms A. Volker-Tyrone and Ms M Butler.

Newsbtter ol the Hisrodcat tuiety or sA,Jhby 199a
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A walk of discovery through
Colonel Light Gardens
IISSA members and friends are invited to
participate in a 'Walk of Discoveq/ in Colonel
Ligtrl Gardens on Sunday 12 July.
Colonel Light Gardens was designed in 1917 by
Charles Reade as South Australi.a's first 'model
garden suburb'. It was established between 1921 and
lW and survives virtually intact to this day.
The whole suburb was listed on the Interin Register
of the National Estate in December 1997 and has also
bem nominated as a State Heritage Area.
The walk will be led by residents of the suburb and
Colonel Light Gardens Historical Society committee
members Philip Knight and Christine Gamaut, co-
authors of the Colonel Light Gardens Walk Brochure
(1997).

Philip has a keen interest in the suburb s history and
conservation and has devoted the past few years to
promoting its heritage significance within the local
and wider community. Christine made a case study of
the zuburb and its designer for her PhD thes$ Model
and Makzr: C.olonel Light Gardens and Chmles
Reade (University of South Australia, 1997). She
has published several journal artides on both topics
and is currentty preparing a book based on her thesis.

Colonel Light Gardens is a different suburb and hence
this is a walk with a difference - rather than
referring to significant buildings or historical sites,
the guides wifl talk about the suburo"s layout and
Readds use of garden city planning principles. For
example, they will point out separate areas for
commercial, educational and religious putposes; the
hierarchy of streets and parks; intemal reserves;
inclusion of existing natural features; variations in
street tree planting and utility ways. Participants
will be able to see how the garden city philosophy of
architectural unity but not uniformity was adhered
to in the houses built privately and under the mass
housing proiect, the Thousand Homes Scheme.

The walk will start and finish at the formal
entranceway to Mortlock Parl corner of West
Parkway and Sturt Avenue. Carparking is available
in the streets and in the carpark adiacent to Sturt
Basketball Stadium, Sturt Avenue.
Walkers are asked to assemble at 1.45 pm for a 2 pm
start for a tour lasting about two hou-rs, Participants
should wear shoes suitable for walking on footpaths
and grassed verges- The City of Mitcham will
provide a free Colonel Light Gardens Walk Brockure

lunctiotr of Salisburu Crescelt and West Parkoou . Coloael
Light caidens. Phoiogtoph courtes! oJ Ciq of Mitcnam Lout
tlgtory Co$ecfion.

Col. Light Gardens -'comfort,
convenience and beauty'
With the aid of a 93@ gant from the 197
C-ommunity History Fund, the Colonel Light Gardens
Historical Society (CLGHS) has produced a
facsimile edition of the suburb's original sales
brodnrre.

From red cardboard cover, complete with gold
lettering to fold-out drawings and plans inside, the
brochure is a faithful reproduction of the attractive
1921 publication. Its completion and public
availability is the fruit of a partnership between
the CLGHS and State History Centrg a division of
the History Trust of SA. The lafter, through the
publications category of the Community History
Fund paid half the costs. The CLGIIS donated its
time, labour and half the costs to producing the
facsimile. Some non-members in the local community
generously assisted with their skills and equipment.
Released by the State Govemment to coincide with
the first land sales in August 1921, the Colonel Light
Gardens sales brochure includes advice about:
. the suburb's name
. the suburb's designer (South Aushalia's

Government Tonm Planner Charles Reade)
. features of the desitn
. soil fertility and suitability for building
. buildint reskictions
. services
o public transport
. health benefits of the garden suburb
'Special attention' was dran'n to 'the fact that the
land is available Ior application by any person, and
is not set apart for the exdusive purpose of settling

l,le,iElefrer of the Histodcal Society ot SA,JMay 1 99



New conservation and Apprentices gain
heritage paperbacks stamp of approval
Green thumbs interested in the first century of
gardens in South Ausaalia can enioy a new
publication from the State Department of
Envircnment and Nafural Resources.

Tllled, Ganlms in So th Ausffalial,840-1,940:
Gniilelines for Design and Consercation was written
by FISSA courrcil member Dr Pauline Payne and Dr
David Jones, both from Adelaide University.
Last month the book was one of two laundred by the
departrrent
The other was Emly Bricks and Brickzoork in South
Australit by Peter Bell.
Both booklets can be bought at the departmenfs
infor:mation centre , 7 Grenlell Street, Adelaide.

Readers'delight
Book bargains can be bought from the bookstall at
the next meetint of FISS.A- A supply of remaindered
books at reduced prices will be available for the
earlybirds.

]ust see Maurice.

1921 sales brt-hure{ponpage +)

returned soldiers.' This suburb aimed for social mix
and was meant to accommodate all dasses of people,
side by side.

Using a borrowed original brodture, the facsimile
was reproduced with the aid of computer technology.
The text, coloured bird's-eye perspective and two
plans were scanned onto disk- Crease lines on the
bird's-eye were repaired and small holes digitally
repaired.

Printing and assembly of the brodrure were carried
out in the home of a CLGIIS menrber.

Although only a modest grant was sought from the
Community History Fun4 without it the CLGFIS, a
non-profi! voluntary organisatioo could not have
undertaken the project.

The outcome of the mterprise demonstrates how the
Fund can benefit groups like the CLGIIS. Perhaps
this success story might encourate others lo apply for
funding.

The sales brochure is available at $8 a copy (plus
postage and handling). It can be obtained by

CLGHS secretary Philip Knight, tel. 827
2596, or email pkinght@cobn"O.l&Hio, 

"**u,

Adelaide rock music band The Mastels
feature in a new set of stamps issued by Austafia
Post on May 25.

The 45 cent stamp in retro flower-power colours
commemorates theitr 1970ltrl imgle Turn lJp Yon
Radio.
The band formed in 1965 and cut 13 singles, 3 EPs and
5 LPs before disbanding in 1972.

kad singer |im Keays wmt solo and bassist Glen
Wheatley managed lohn Farnham-
In 19iti Keays, Wheatley and other previous
Apprmtices Colin Burgess on drurrs and Doug Ford on
guitar, refotrred the band with Roger Faynes and
Wayne Matthews for a reunion tour. They released
two singles and three albums that year.
Tlne Turn Up Your Rndb stamp is one of 12 new
stamps celebrating the exciting and energetic years of
Australian rock'nl roll in the 1950s, 60s and 70s.

The other dassic songs featured are Johnny C/Keefe's
The Wild Oze of 1958. Colloy€sOh Yeah Uh tunt
(1959) , Little Pattie's He's My Blontle Heailed
SAryiewomVie Real Gone Surf* Boy (7963),
Normie Rowe-s Shakin' All Ooer (1!)65), Easybeat{
She's So Fine (1!155), Russell Morris' The Rul Thing
(1%9), Daddy Caols Engle Rock (797LJ, Billy
Thorpe and the Azted Most People I Know Think
That l'm Crazy (1972), ACIDCs lt's A long Way To
The Top (1975) and Sherberfs Hawzat (1975).

Each stamp evokes a varying style oI rock'n'roll
through a hit single that defined the period.
In the late'60s rock music refelected the anti-war
movement, womenls liberation and the search for
alternative lifestyles. Tutt Up Your Railio energed
from that era and became one of Australia's great
rock anthems-

The national postrrark will be from Sunbwy,
Victoria - the sine of Ausbalia s most famous rock
festivals - Gtantley Franklin.

Badge bearer needed
A volunteer is sought for the distribution and
collection of members badges at the societ/s
monthly meetings. Wearing the new badges will
help ease intoductions during our convivial and
delicious supper after the lecture.
If you want to help speak to TISSA Treasurer Avis
Huckel [, phoning 8Y7 A$.
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New editor

Frankly Grantley
Grandey Franklin is the incoming editor of our
societ/s newslettet History SA , He replaces ]im
Loudor; who has raised the standard over the past
four years. Jim is greatly thanked for his efforts,
Grantley has worked for more than a decade as a

iournalist on Adel,aide's daily, weekly and suburban
newspapers, done publicity for the Red Cross and
freelanced on vari,ous other publications
He has shared his skills by voluntarily teaching
others how to prepare publications. One such that
Grantley is especially proud of was the Republican
The Cailfly which was tesurrected as a tabloid in
the late 1970s.

After reading Hunrplrrey McQueen's Mcdie
Monopolies around the same time, he initiated two
comnunity newspapers, whidr continued publication
for more than a decade.

GrantlE/s inter€sl in history was not encolraged by
the Englishness of history lessons duing secondary
sdrool, but kindled whm he nroved to Alberton in
1984. He thinks of Alberlon as an interesting
comrrunity of diverse odtures and housiry styles in
the larger 'countuy tovyn' of Adelaide.
His passion for the older architechre of Alberton
promgrted an ursuccessful atterrpt to save the
railway station's wooden ticket office and large
shelter from demolition by fhe then State Ttansport
Authority - a ioss belatedly mourned in a lreritage
study then underway.
Our new editor is a member of several suburtan
historical soeieties.

He welcomes input and articles for History SA afi
can be 'phoned on W7 7673 or wittento at 27 Fussell
Place, Albetton 5014.

Who knows what about
our science archives?
Menories and information about our Statefs ardrives
for science and technology are sought by Dr Pauline
Pq6re to complement her preparation fo1 a ialk on
the subiec't on June 10.

Dr Payne, who wears marqr hats in hislorical
research, will be representing the History of Science,
Ideas ard Technolog5r Group whm she addresses the
Friends of South Australia's Archives at 6 pm in the
Ira Raymond Exhibition Roorg Barr Smith Library,
Adelaide University-
Dr Payne can be 'phoned on 8361 8040.

Coming events
If you have a neeting a dinner, an outing or any
other historically oriented event you would like to
bring to the attendoa of readers, please submit the
details to History SA for pablication.
SfuneMaggie Ragless, Mitcham local history
ollicel Adoentarcs of a lacal History Ofuer.Pite
Philip Theatre, Prince Alfred College Kent Tow+ 8

PtrL
lOlrmer Friends of S.{s Archives, Dr Pauline Pa1'ne
will talk on the archives of science and technology in
SA. La Raymond Exhibition Room, Barr Smith
Library, Adelaide University. 6 pm.

1.ll frr 'Impressions of Cqstitutional Convention' by
Linda Kirk, Lecturer in Constitutional Law,
Adelaide University and Aushalian Republican
Movement delegate. Humanist Society of SA,
Eastwood Community Cente,95 GIm Osmqrd Road.
8 pEL

14lme NOTE - Sinon Camemdswalking tourof
Glenelg has had to be postponed to a later date-
kils to b€ advised in a future issue of flistory S

lSlrme Woodville Historical Society meeting in
Murree Smith Memorial Ha[ Woodville Town
Hall. Entrance off Kemp Street. 7.115 pru
lsluraerPhilip Clarke, 'I-ives and Skills of Kaurna
People of Adelaide Plains'. Burnside Historical
Society. Bumside Community Centre, 8 ptrL

16!me: Special Collections Libraian 9usan
Woodbum introduces the library bequest of Ralph
Meyrick Hague at Adelaide University. 7.30 pn
Limited numbers. Alumni AssociatiorL 8303 4275. All
welome-
16, 17fue Philip Clarke will conduct tours of
Kaurna kibe displays in Aboriginal section of SA
Museun $10. Limited bookings. 1.45 prr. 8333 2743.

16lur:: Tlistory Trust of SA Policies, Practices arrd
Services' at meeting of En6ineering Heritage Brandr
of Australian InsttEte of Engineers (SA Branch),
u670a3.
1{rme Coronrandel Valley and Districts branch of
the National Trust with Mr Black, a retired novie
theatre manager. Enquiriec to Jeanette Mdlenry 8278
7549.

18Irnl€r SA Mus€um's 1a12nd bifihday. Guet speaker
Museum Board Chaimran Robert Champion De
Crespigny. 7"30 pm- Friends of SA Museum. Pat
Forgan 8278 5007 after 7 pm.

lElune Engineering Heritage Brandr visits Railway
Signal/Tefegraph and Aviation Museum, West
Torrens. Insttution of Engineers (SA). AO L783.
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Allure 'Spreading the word'. First mini-confetence
and AGM of SA branch of OraI History Association
of Aushalia. $10 members, $15 non-members. 9 am-4
pm in Royal Society rooru, olf Kinlore Avernre,
Adelaide. 8269 5268 after hours.

22firr Kate McDougall expLains the West Torens
heritage survey at West Torrens Historical Society.
7.45 pm at Kandalur, 327 Marion Road North
PlymptoL
?tunc1997 Family History Award Dinnet at Barron
Tov.,n House. SA Genealogy & H€raldry Society.
Bookngs8272 4?22

ZJuneHistory of Science Ideas and Technolory
Group. Proi Donald Simpso& 'Head Protection by
Helmets in Induskl/. Royal Society roons, Plane
Tree Court, behind Stafe Libfary, Kintore Avenue,
2"30 pru
3fuly IISSA meeting. |on Chittleborough, Director
of the National Motor Toys ftr fuys: tlu
tlilemnas of the Natioul Motor Muxwn Ptime
Philip Thealre, Prine Alfred Coll6e, Kent Town, 8
PIL
sluly cuided pilgriruge arourd Adelaide and
suburbs in the footsteps of Mary MacKillop. Visit
Ard6ishop s house, cemetades, cathedral convmt
and other sites. 9 am-4.30 pm. $25. Bookings $el
5311.

&10luly History of Food and Drink Researdr
Cenfrds first conftr,ence. Opening lechue on rulyE at
5 p.n in Napier Buildirg, Room 102, Adelaide
University. BB 4A5.
l2ltary:HssA Walk Arourul Anonel Light Ga ens
with Christine Garnaut From Mortlock Parlg on
West Parkway and Stun Avenue, 1.45 pm for 2 pm.
15fulp C-oromandel Valley and Districb branch of
the National Trust walk around Willunga with
lunch at the Old Bush Inn. Enquiries to jeanette
Mcllenry 8278 7549.

16 July Yisit to Old Treasury Building Museum, incl,
original Cabinet Rooru Engineering Heritage
Brandt Institution of Engineers (SA) 8267 1783.

22IulF History of Ayers family and house and some
history of Adelaide's early plumbing by Ms Aileen
Keams at SA Genealory & Heraldry Societ5/s
library, 201 Unley Road, Unley .7.45 p.m- 8272 A22.
2SJuIy View fte SA Museuufs Shre Anthropology
ColleCion of Aboriginal artefacts led by curator
Franchesca Cubillo-Alberts, 5.30 prL Friends of SA
Museuru 8278 50O7 after 7 pn
23|uly Max Fatdren Day. Max and his biographer
Andrew Male will tallv Maureen Sherlock will
discuss the films made of two of his boolc, readings

and Mehopolitan MaIe Choir of SA will sint two of
Ma)as venses about the Birdsville Track set to music
by Henry Krips. State Library Lecture Theahe, 2pm.
$8, $5 concessior- Bookings essmtial Anne Burmws
82077200 ftomlune 10.

ee hly'Changing Fashions in Societ;/ by Marlorie
Hann Burnsiile Historical Society, 230 p.nr- 8333
2744.

l5Arryust FISSA annual dinner and guest speaker at
Tattersalls CIub ci9. $28 nrembers, 930 non-
members" Bookings gzn 29:i3.

Exhibitions
A TTrist of Eate: An exhibition and interactive
experience aboutr,efugees. MigrationMuseurr,
Kintore Ave, Mon-Fri 10 am - 5 pnr., weekends I - 5
prL Unti122 NoYember.

CmSo f* tf,e Color4r: Indudes the four-metre long
rudder and huge andror ftom the merchant ship
Syilney Cooe, wlidl sank of northern Tasmania in
1795. Also obiects recovered from the wreck site.
Daily 10 am - 5 pn, Until 31 luly.
The Paiateit Coas!: Fleurieu Peninsula painted by
artists ftom WiIIian Light in the 1830i to the
modernists. Art Gallery of SA until August 15.

Archives overseers named
Tlrc members of the first State Records C.ouncil have
beenannounced.

The council agproves tlre retention and disposal of
governarmt records through the State Records Office.
The inaugural drairrran is Darby johns, a
busines$larl The other members ae:
. Peter Cahalan, a professional historian;
o George Smit$ professional archivist and member
of Austtalian Society of Archivisb;

o Helen Onopkq archivist and member of Records
Management Association of Australia;

. Robyn Coiltuis. director of State Library;
o Judith Black, representing the Local Government

Association of SA;
. Michael Moore, lawye4
. Frank Lampard, an aboriginal;
. June Donovar! a non-academic historiaru
The State Records C-ouncil was aeated when the
govemment passed the State Records Act in 1997.

The Friends of South Australia's Archives was
{omred in 196 and welcomed the Act. Iast month in
a press release the Friends prodded the State
In$ormation Services Minister Wayne Mattherv to
appoint the Coulrcil.

lcrcEtet d tt€ Hbtotuj€l s@w of sA,JWy 19!B
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The introduction of
the Radiata Pine
by Daoid lones
ln many areas of Auskalia the Radiata Pine (or
Monterey Pine, syn. Remarkable Pine (Pinus radiata,
sya. P. insignis)) marche$ across the landscape edging
paddocks or stands in bold 'wildernesses' awaiting
harvesting. It is a strong feature of the Western
District landscape of Victoria and the backbone of
the South Easfs regional economy.

The species is an important feature of many
landscapes in Australia but its commercial
cultivation and harvesting origins lie in SA.

Rumours abound as to the first transmission oI
Radiata Pine seeals into Australia Mosl allude to
the possibility that it came with miners retrfiring
from the Californian goldfields or in the ballast of
colliers backloading in Newcastle, NSW, from
California.
The first official record ls in the Reporf o/ lhe
Director of the Sydney Botanic Garden that '1 Piaus
insdgzis per ship Duncan Dunbo' wt induded in a
'I-ist of Plants and Seeds Received During 187' by
the Garden- The Dunun Danbm satled from
Plymouth via Melboume arrivint in Sydney on 13
December 1857. tnterestingly, it is possible that the
same ship also off-loaded seeds at its Melbourne port
of call as Baron von Mueller records the species in his
Repmt of the GooeflnEnt Botanist to (the Victorian)
Parliament, 1858.

Role of von Mueller
Von Mueller aided in its propagation and
dissemination- In a note, in his hand in an 1891 copy
of Select Extratropical Plants Read\ Eligible for
Inilustrial Cultioation ot Naturalization With
Irulicatbns of theb Nafioe Country and some of
their Uses agansl. the Radiata Pine entry he wrote,
'most extersively distributed throuth the Colony of
Victoria and and some other yxrts of Austalia since
1859 by the author of this worlC.

The third South Australian Conservator of Forests,
Walter GiIl, daimed in 1922 that 'the late Baron Sir
F. von Mueller K.C.M.G., F.L.S., was the first to

the colonial pdi;, facilitated its easy spread
into and cultivation in South Australia. Von
Muellels friendship and correspondence with other
South Australian individuals may also have
assisted the process. For example, in 1874 von
Mueller personally planted Radiata Pine and
Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria heterophylla) seeds
at tln.e Mnyura and Ehrenbreitstein residences near
Millicent on his Eavels in that region-

It is recorded by Sclromb wgk itrhis 1865 Annual
Report lhat he established an avenue of Radiata
Pines in the Botanic Gardens in that year. Brown
records, in his Anflual Report of 1878-79,wder'Pinus
izsigzis or the Remarkable Pine' of specimens thaL
llhere are several very fair sized trees of this kind
to be met with about torru There is a fine avenue of
them in the Botanic Gardens where, although not
more than twelve years old, they have already
attained heights of mover 50 feet (15m).'

Trials in South East
The first non-ornamental plantings of the species in
South Australia occurred, together with numerous
other exotic and eucalyptus species in 1871 at the
Bundaleer and Wirrabara nurseries of the newly
appointed Forest Board. Inclusion o{ the species in
trials was at the insistence of Goyder and Krichauff,
both being on the Board, and occurred before the
appointment and arival of Brown as Conservator of
Forests, Brown escalated the cultivation of the
species and targeted its commercial cultivation and
trials in the South East with the establishment of
the Board's Leg of Mutton Nursery in 1875 and the
Mount Burr Plantation in 1877.

Brown's presence in Soulh Australia during the late
1870s and 1880s heralded the creation of the first
forestry departmmt in the Ausiralian colonies, and
possibly the oldest forestuy department in the
British Commonwealt[ the development of a
comprehensive first service system in the Australian
colonies, the flrst strategic trialing of economic
species in the Australian colonies, and the
realisation that the Radiata Pine indeed held a real
commercial gain to the colony. The successful
cultivatioru milling and sales of this species,
validated similar commercial trials in other
colonies.

inboduce the Remarkable Pine into South Australia A note on nomendaturt. Most colonial texts record the
under the botanical name of Pizus izsignis, however P. radiata m P. insignis or Monterey Pine as the
the date and place are unclear- Remarkable Pine, in part due to the prolific use of

It would appear that von Muellels frimdship with these names by von Mueller in his many publications

Or f.ichara' SchomUurglg the DireAor of the liotanic and in part to the great hopes held in the timber
Gardens of Adelaide (i85'91), John Ednie Brown, Produc'tion PloPerties of this sPecies.

the second Conservator of Forests (187G90), and Monterey refers to the original area on the southern
Henry Kridrauff, a proponent for the Forest Board in Californian coastline where the species fint grew.
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For Joan Durdin,
history came out
of the blue
loan Dwilin, a long-time mnfter of the Wy, uas

the subject of this Vrofile ztthich appared in the
most recmt issue af Community History (Vol.8,No.
1) publidteil by the History Trust of SA. loan is
curmtly utorking an a history of narsing eduutbn.

Fifteen years ago joan Durdin fell victim to a strange
compulsion- Since 1974 she had been a lecturer at
Stut Conege, Head of the School of Nursing and
Head of the Sdrool of Health Sciences. But history
was waiting for her '... it hit m€ that I was living in
very interesting times, thal I was living through
significant dranges...' Joan said. On her retirement,
hGtory demanded c€mplete consideration and Joan
Durdin indulged it
While she mrsed at the Royal Adelaide Hospital in
the 60s her interest had been psydtology but history
was available as an evening dass oPtion for furtlrer
study and so Hugh SEetton initiated her into the
excitenrents of the industrial revolution. She enjoyed
the broadming of her historical knowledge beyond
her school work and the focus of her profession as a

nurse and when she refumed alter a six-year stint in
New Guinea, feeling 'like a fish out of wate1, she

added more history units to her quaMications. On
her retirement in 1983, history prodded her to finish
what she had begun,

In what she sees as a furtuitous coniunction of
ciromstances, plans for the South Australian
sesquicmtenary were under way while she worked
towards her Honours thesis on a History of Nwsing
Frorn 188F1920.Joan was the convener of the nursing
professionls contribution to the South Australian
Museum Education Centre. She also suggested that a
history of nursing in SA be undertaken as Part of the
celebntions. And who lvould write it? Joan of course.
At an early meeting to discuss it, someone asked her
if she would make use of oral history. 'Whaf s that?'
joan asked. She resorted to the phone book for
illumination and thus began an association with the
OTIAA which sees her now as president of the
OHASA and a proponent of oral history as an
invaluable source.

To date Joan has focused on the large conununity of
nursing in South Australia.

Her firt book, Iftey Becafie Nurses: a history of
nwsing in South Australia 18361980, did not emerge
until 1991. She interviewed 93 nurses, many of whom

gave her perspectives she had rpt cn*H d
words she would neverha"e MirhcrsEJ
language to describe the everrts and cir#
s<rme nuses experienced.

'I use oral history a lot scattered tlnough fu xd 5
bring it to li[e,' she says, 'Without it, it wqld be
dull.'
She has written the history of a community wftidl
has undergone a quiet revolution. From a time of
limited hospital-based Eaining for women and
autocratic management leavened by the doseness of
relationships that comes from living-in together,
nurses now have a career whidt begins in a tertiary
education irstitution and embraces men as well as
women, is politicised and where they live ordinary
domestic lives instead of being housed by their
employer. There are dranges in ward staffing and
the range of nursing practices wilhin hoopitals and
the relentless demands of advancing tedmoloty- But
none of this dranges certain fundamental points of
common exPerience that distinguish the
of nurses Joan Durdin has descriH.
With more nursing histories being writte4 she is sure
a strong sense of tradition for nurses will develop
because there is mudr to be proud of and it is the oral
history in particular whidr brings this home as
nurses describe both high and low points of theA
experience and some of the drudgery in b€tweer
And for Joan, the process has hought her into
another community - the community of historians.
She delights in the sharing of information and the
personal enrichment that her historical activities
have engendered. Tlistory came out of the blue for
me', she said. And she is happy it did.

Exploring with the RGSSA
For advmturer/ explorer Tim Severio the library of
the Royal Geographical Society of SA provided a

pool of refreshment during the Adelaide Festival's
Writers Week He found 19th century texts on
whaling at the same time as two local people were
looking at books on Egyptian archaeology.

Housed on the ground floor of the State Library is the
Society's library - a rich and diverse repository of
geographical knowledge, induding rare atlases ftom
the 16th and 17th centuries, several of which are
displayed in the State LibraYs current exhibitiorl
Etpressions of latin America.

For history buffs, there is a wealth of information; as
well as books which detail the exploration of
Australia, there are early accounts of settlement in
Australia and in particular South Australia and the

(to Wge 10)
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(from page 9)
journals of many of the State historical societies.

As well as books, there is a fascinating (and
enlightening) collection of manuscripts, induding Sir
]oseph Banks' loarrul of a Voryge tu Natfimillanil
and l-abrailor 1766. Daniel Brock's diary of Charles
Sturfs expedition to Central Australia in 1844-45
and William Christie Gosse's diary of 7873, in
which he records his discovery and naming of Ayers
Rock (Jluru) and unpublished watercolorrs of Rio de
Janeiro [l Geolge French Angas.

Photographs and maps dso feature in the Societl/s
collectio& as do€6 a small number of relics, such as
Colonel William tighfs surveying level.
The Elder Scientific Exploration Exgedition of 1891-
92 and the Calvert Scimti{ic Exploring Expcdition
18!b-7 were sponsored by the Society in fuIfilment
of its aim to explore 'the remaining blanks of
Austalia'. The Society, founded in L885, continued to
support studies sudr as that of the lake Eyre South
region It also awards researdr gmnb, gives prizes to
rmiversity students and occasionally awards gold
medals for outstanding contributions to geograplry.

The Society has a program of monthly lectures and
publications indude Etplore the Barcssa, Etplore
the Flirulefi Ranges arrrlThe Sintpnn Desert: tutural
history arul human enilstmur.Its annual Sou&
Australian Geographical /onzrzl is a fascinating
compendium of history and the exploration of
Australia. For more on our sociey's actiyities,
indudint the lecture progtarq visit our web site:
htQ:/ / www.slsa.sagov.au/ library / colhes / rgsa / rgs
a.htuL or telE hone the librarian on 8207 7266. i
Better still, call in and explore the library, which is
open on Mondays 1.30 pm - 5 pm and Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 8.3O am - 5 pn.. The office is open on
Tuesdays 8.30 am no 2 prr,

- V alerie Sittels,
Librarian, Royal Geographical Society of SA

SOCIETY WEDDING
Can the Historical Society play a role in
matdmaking? Indeed it can! Dr. Elaine Martin from
Flinders Universigr met Ian Schomburgh broiher of
Council member Dr. Pauline Payne, when the three
had dinner together be(ore one of the socieVs
monthly meetings.

Lan found a romantic setting to pop the question whm
some months later he proposed to Elaine while the
two looked down over the twinkling lights of Hong
Kong. Our best wishes to Elaine and IaO who were
married on May 15.

Early transport to
Kensington and
Nonuood
by Geofftey Manning
Coadr driving and work in livery stables were among
occupations engaged in by some residents of
Kensington and Norwood in the ear$ days of the
setdmrent, but by the hlrn of the century both were on
tlre wane when the motor car and electric tram were
iniroduced. James Chambers was the first cab driver
in Adelaide when in 18110, he operated a one horse
fly - a one horse, two-wheeled covered carriage. In
1847 lames Findley ran a light, four-wheeled
carriage with hood (called a phaeton) hom a stand
in a city street.

Thm, in the late 1850s, South Australia witnessed
the arrival of the firsf hansom cabs (the well-
know& two-wheeled, two-seat, endosed carriage
whose driver sat outside on a high seat at the back
and conversed with his passengers tlrrough a little
trapdoor on the roof), but unlike Sydney, where
hansoms proved extremely popular, in Adelaide
they were generally considered 'unhof because of
the privacy they afforded flktatious couples, and so
were to be avoided by 'any young man of charactey'
who was 'wary of coquetting with ill-fame-. krstead
lhe most conmon cab to be found on the streets of
Adetraide was the wagonette, a four-wheeled, six-
passenger, covered vehide drawn by two horses,
with a box seat at the ftont for the driver and ample
room for luggage.

Dirt inside, rain outside
A few two-wheeled cabs, more like bakerd carts
than vehides for the conveyance of human beings,
were rurudng; and the four-wheelers on lhe road were
dirty inside and Iet in the rain in torrents when the
weather was wet, while others were shalcy and
rickety. The rdorst of these conveyances gradually
disappeared as each licensing day, whidr occurred
every six months, came round. (1)

The first public conveyance from the city to
Kensington was a non-licensed spring cart which
would carry, when opportunity offe.ed, from six to
nine passengers al one shilling each; it started for
Adelaide from the Robin Hood Hotel on Kensington
Terrace. Later, Mr A]. Baker appeared on ttre scene
with a coach which he dmve from Adelaide mund
Dr Kenfs section, past Bailey Gardens (in moder*.
day Hackney), tfuough Stepney and Norwood to
Kensingtorg by whidr fares were reduced to sixpmce.
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This service was followed by Mr Sharp, a livety
stablekeeper in Adelaide, wlro started a line of
buses, heavy but comlortable and 'frorr tlre steps of
these young Kensingtonians had many a tumble when
whipped behind in endeavouring to obtain a cheap
ride-. By 1870 the buses started every ten mirnrt€s
from the Red Lion Hotel in Rundle Sbeet, whether
thete were passengers o'r not, and corw€yed
passenters to any point on the route for sixpence; the
terminus *as the Rising Sun Lrr, Bridge Sheet,
*nown in those far-off days as ?lack Beck's'.

l4rolly unlit for the purpose'
If the words of a disgrun0ed patron ar€ to be
believed this 'service' left a lot to be desirred for in
1865 he said:

There seems to be about thirty of them on the
road and, with few exceptions, Orcy are wholly
unlit for the p{rpose, both as regards the carts,
the horses and the drivers. The carts for the
main part are rickeiy to lhe last degrce and
when they go into a deeper hole than ordinary, a
mighty groan issues from the whole fabric ..,
Many of the &ivers appear to hare an invincible
obiection !o cold wat€r and ae givm to su ilry
eccentricities of costume whidr to say the least
are obiectionable.

Civility, in their opiniog is tame and
monotonous ... The drivers commence tlre day/s
proceeahgs by racfu€ down to the stand in twos
and thr€es at the top of the horses' speed, to rhe
great danger ofany unlortunate childrm who
nay chance to be in the way .,. (2)

By the late 1870s it was said that the licensed
vehides were unique in their ugliness ard utter want
of ctomforl In KinE William St about the C,resham
Corner a number of Iristr iarmting cars stood whidr
were 'wilh the quadrupeds and driverc, most perfect
Iikenesses of lhe dilapidated "turnabouts' whieh
us€d to play an important part in the famous
sketdrcs of |ohn Leedr-' Subsequmtly, these vehieles
wenl so much out of repair that their licmces wete
taken away.

Some drivers insisted on having their vehides fuII
before leaving tlre stand unless th€y had stood therc
the allotted ten minutes, and after departore they
were obliged to refuse many on the line of.route. In
1874 there were 372 licensed vehicles in Adelaide
anil415 in 1878.

One peculiadty was the mrmber of two.horse
vehicle mgaged in the trade; in other colonies one,
horse cabs were nonru]\r used for ordinary traffic,
and as the number of horses to be maintained was

Thc bst davs of th? horse trsuts, c. 1907 (*qrcu c ollectbn)
fton Morto4 P., After Light (Woktfreld Press; Adclride,
199

thereby reduced by one-half, the horse was kept in
much better condition The reason for the local
departure from this stardard was the ft,eEreney of
trips into the hills, whidr were mole remunerative
than street trade.

Thete were a few hansom cabs, some in a dilapidated
conditioru in Melbourne this lipe of conveyance
retired ftom the slreets whm businessmen teft tlrcir
place of wor& and was not seen plying at nighil. This
did not happm in Adelaide and it wm certain that
they were connected 'dfuectly or irrdirecfty with
proceedirgs whidr aE no honour to qrr city'. Th€6e
vehides would scarcely bea inspeAion by the light
oI day and their owners wele 'importunate, insolent
and profane ... and are virtually touters 6or those
with whom thcy have allied themselv€s'. (3)

The Adelaide temrinus seemed to suit everybody.s
convenience but inlufy 1873

there arose a certain eouncillor - Wigg by nam€ -
who Iived not in Norwood but in North Adelaide.
This mighty potentate kept a shop on the other
side of the roa4 and as he fancied that the
Norwood vehides somewhat obscuied the views of
his wares, he moved that from henceforth only one
vehide should be allowed 1o stand at one time ...

Having gained this mud1 Councillor Wigg
might well have been satisfied; but no. Flaving
thrust in the thin edge of ihe wedge he
determined to drive it home, and he accordingly
discovered that the presence of evm one ve-hide
in Rundle Street had an iniurious effect upon his
business and succeeded in getting the stand
removed altogether from Rundle Street to the
north end of King l{illiam Sfreet ...

To be continued in a future issne of His tny SA-
1, See Desmond gC-onnor,'From Crewmm to Cabbid,

Iounal of thc Histoicsl fucictu of SA. No. 19. 1991. o-
76; Obs&oer,75 Febluary 1819,'p. 13d, Adoertiser, it
June 1879, p.4e.

2.Register, l0 April 1&6, p. h; Chrotticle, Ztttly lB?O,p-Be.
3-O, bserrer, 15 February 1879, p- 13d,; Adotrtiser, 25June

1879,p. k.
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Australia Foundation Clare apartments
has new head and combine comfort
new direction with history
The Australia Foundation for Culture and the An old dratr mill dating from lhe 1850s is the focus of
Humanities has a new head and a new dfuection a holiday village at the northem end of Clare's

The new Executive Director, Winsome Mdaughey, main skeet'

says business support for ilrc arts is growing but the The bluestone chaff mill, with its trvin gables,
Foundation will be looking for ways to mcourage served a number of businesses faithfully for more
more companies to make bigger contributions. than 130 years until in 1982 it was threatened with
Ms McCaughey says the Foundation will work with demolition'
businesses to develop lheir cultural irwestment It was then that the present owners, John and Helen
strategies so that ihe companies and tlre Dickeson, bought the old building, restored it and
organisations they are suppoding receive maximr:m nrade it the site of a Chinese restaurant and the
benefit ftom the resulting partnerships and Chaff Mill County Kitcherl
sponsorships. The Chaff Mill Village also has four new single and
The Foundation will continue to encourage business two double aparlments. eadr with a private
support for culture and the humanities by building on balcony, spa and open fire - see advertisement this
the Conrmonwealth Governmenfs decision to urake Page.
donations to the Foundation tax exempt. Helen Dickeson has also been curator of the Clare
'We will help companies identify and seize the Regional History. Collection since its was
opportunities provided by corporate sponsorship,' Ms established in 1984.
McCaughey says.

While the Foundation's tax exemption makes it
easier for comPanies to cEntribute to the arts and
humanities, the government no longer fimds the
Foundation to provide tiants under prograns sudr as

the Regional Challenge and the Ausaalian
Experience, both of which have been disoontinued.

The Board of the Australia Foundation, draned by
Richard PraO who is Chairman of Visy Industries,
will meet in June to assess new programs and
initiatives, building on successful proiects completed
since the Foundation was established in 1994.

The Auskalia Foundation for Culture and the
Hu.nrinities is a wholly or,.'ned Commonwealth
Govemmentcompany.

Archival support program
The Australian Council of Archives has established
a support program to help small community-based
organisations preserve archival heritage. Grants are
up to $500.

Interested organisations should contact Ms |udith
Elli+ Executive Officer, Australian Council of
Archivee, Suite 4, 12 Ellingworth Parade, Box HilI,
Victoria 3128.

CHAFF MILL
VILLAGE

Luxury ryartmentsin
the heart of Clare

310 Main North Road
Clare, SA 5453

Phone (08) 88112 1111, mobile 014 64O 6(12

Web site:
http:l / www.capri.net au/ chaffmil/ index.html

Emai} chaffmil@capri.net.au

The owner, Helen Dickesor! is Curator of Clarc Regional
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