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Recipes and

South Australia

remrnlscences
Since the first influx of Prussian settlers in the

early 1840s the culture of tle Barossa Valley has
been intimately bound up with its food and culinary
practices. Based on ingredients that have grown well
there since setdernent and on the tried and tqsted rccipes
brought from Europe, the characteristic foods of the
Barossa have given a unique character to the region and
its people. Many of the foods were essentially peasant

dishes, prepared from produce that was
close to hand, but over the years various
traditions have mingled and the Barossa
has eamed a reputation for outstanding
and inventive cuisine.

We will be introduced to some of
the staples of German cooking and to
their historical and cultural significance
in Angela Heuzenmeder's lechrre, "A
Taste of History: the Food and Culture
ofthe Barossa'', to be given at the Prince
Philip Theatre. hince Alfred College.
Kent Town, on Friday, June 2nd, at
8.00 p.m.

In researching her material, Angela
spent a lot of time in kitchens, taking
lessons fiom elderly cooks and recording
their reminiscences of life on the mixed
farms. From mettwurst to mulberries,
from sauerkraut to Silesian Heaven,
from noodles to native currant jam.

In l91j apig shughtered on the farm
providzd a Barossafomily wifi har4

bacon and wursts for months.
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Angela Heuzenroeder was bom in the Barossa
Valley and retumed to live there after she was married.
She is now a post-graduate student at the Research
Centre for the History of Food and Drink at the
University of Adelaide, where she is researching the
food of nineteenth-century Prussian emigrants. She
also work as a teacher-librarian at Angaston Primary
School, developing children's research skills, and in
1997 -98 ran the national Children's Book of the
Year Awards. Her book, Barossa Food, published
by Wakefield Press in 1999, will be on sale at the
June meeting.

Lecture tapes
available

Responses to the questionnaire
have shown that there are a number
of members who are unable to attend
meetings regularly but who would
nevertheless like to hear the lectures
that are presented. Cassette tapes of
the talks rvry now be ordered at a
price of $5.00 each (to cover the cost
of tape, postage and packaging) and
will be available within a few days
of each meeting. The lectures from
1998 and 1999 may also be ordered.

Please write to the Treasurer at
9 Sierra Nevada Blvd., Pasadena 5042,
specifuing the title and dat€ of dre lecfte
you require and enclosing a cheque
or money order for $5.00, payable to
Society of South Ausnalia (or a $5with every dish laid on the table there was a story to

be told. She also examined old diaries and letters
and copied a number of hand-written recipe books
compiled by Barossa women around the turn of the
century (especially interesting as they were often
written in a mixture of German and English by
people whose language, like their culture, was in a
state of transition). Her talk will be as much about
the curious sources of her information as about the
foods themselves.

note at your own risk). If you do not wish to keep
the tape after listening to it, write your name on it,
retum it with your next order and enclose only $3.00.
(Tapes may be retumed only with a further order.)

We wouid like to stress that this service is not
intended to discourage members from attending the
meetings ! Most iectures are illustrated with slides,
people are more interesting than machines and there's
always chocolate cake on the supper table. J
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See this building
before it's too late!

Sunday, June 18\ may be one of the last chances

that members will have to explore the Old Treasury
Building (including the Museum of Exploration,
Surveying and Land Heritage) on the corner of King
William Street and Flinders Street before it is tumed
into a luxury hotel and closed to public access forever.
Michael Taliangis, who worked there in the Survey
Division for thirty years and has been custodian of
the Museum for the last six years, will guide us on a
tour of the building and provide a fascinating and witty
commentary on its place in the history of our State.

The original building, a small section of which
can still be seen within, was erected in 1839 and the
present structure was built around it between 1860
and 1876. Charles Sturt and George Goyder worked
here, as did Premiers Charles Cameron Kingston, Sir
Thomas Playford and Don Dunstan.

We will begin our tour upstairs in the piush State
Cabinet Roonr, used continuously from 1876 to 1968,
which still contains its original furniture, including
an oval oak table, leather-upholstered chairs and a
cedar bookcase. From there we will descend to the
warren of tunnels and cellars in the basement. It was
here that the gold brought from Victoria by Tolmer's
Gold Escot in the early 1 850s was assayed, and smelted

in small fumaces, one of which still remains. Here
Australia's first gold coin was minted in 1852 -- the
Adelaide Gold Pound -- and here the Survey Division's
presses printed most of Australia's maps until 1975.
The tunnels used to extend under King William Street
to the G.P.O. and under Flinders Street to the Torrens
Building but these are now blocked off. We will,
however, see other sections where there are sieel tracks
on which ran troley-carts that carried building stone.

Back on the ground floor, we will be shown over
the Museum which contains a wealth of relics from
the days of the early explorers and surveying parties
--- items such as Colonel Light's theodolite and
wooden tripod (used to survey Adelaide), Govemor
Gawler's Treasury cash box, hand-cut pegs placed
by Poeppel in 1880 in his survey of the S.A./I.{.T.
border, and the original Haddon's Comer post, placed
at the north-eastem comer of South Australia in 1885.
There are cornpasses, hydrometen, sextants, clinoreters
(for measuring the slope of the land) and artificial
horizons, as well as old photographs, maps and drawing
instruments. The tour will close with complimentary
tea and biscuits in the leafy inner courtyard.

The cost of the aftemoon will be $5, payable on
the day. Members arq.asked to meet at 1.50 p.m. at
the Flinders Street entrance (ust round the come,r
from King Wiliam Street). Photography is permitted
throughout the building so bring your camera if you
wish to record things you may never see again. .El-
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Finding the gap
The consruction of the Overland Telegraph Line

from Adelaide to Darwin. completed on August 22"',
1872, stands as one of the great pioneering and
scientific achievements in Australia's history. A few
hundred men cut and prepared over 36,000 poles,
erected them in hand-dug holes and on them strung
over 3,000 kilometres of wire. They transported more
than 2,000 tonnes of material into the interior as

well as several thousand sheep and cattle for food.
The line was built in just under two years at a cost
of half a million pounds.

Its story has been told in numerous books and
articles, most of which highlight the dedication, tenacity
and leadership qualities of the man in charge, Charles
Todd. But history is never made by
just one man, as Ren Potts will show
in his illusrated lectr.re, "The Kink
in the Overland Telegraph Lhe", to
be given at the Prince Philip Theatre,

Prince Alfied College. Kent Town,
on Friday. July 7fr, at 8.00 p.m.

He will not be retelling the well-
lanown story but focusing rather on
the minor players who worked on
the centml section of the line and,
in particular, on the difficulties they
encountered in finding a way through
the MacDonnell Ranges near Alice
Springs --- difficulties which, in
the end, produced a curious kink
in the othenvise sraight line. It took
tluee months to locate a suitable gap

in the ranges and this constituted
a major setback to the schedule.
Despite this the central section of the line was
finished on time. The photograph above shows one
of the men who worked on the kink and who was
insnumental in finding the gap. Who was he? His identity
will be revealed at the talk but here is a clue: four
geographical features in the vicinity of Alice Springs
are named after him -- a Plain, a Creek, a Dam and
a Bluff.

Ren Potts was the 1948 Rhodes Scholar for South
Australia and has an Honours Bachelor of Science ftom
the University of Adelaide and a Doctor of Philosophy
and Doctor of Science from the University of Cambridge.

He has lectured at various universities overseas and
was fcrr thirty yean the Professor of Applied Mathematics

at the University of Adelaide. He is now Emeritus
Professor and is an Officer of the Order of Australia.
In 1976 he published Mathematics at the University of
Adelaide and in 1999 was the joint author of Paper
Tape and Punched Cards, a history of early computing
at the University. Since his retirement nine years ago

he has presented "Fine Music" programmes on the
community radio station 5MBS (101.5 FM). EO

Annual Dinner
The HSSA Annual Dinner will be held this year

at the 'Pavilion on the Park', on the corner of South
Terrace and Peacock Road, Adelaide, at 6.30 p.m.
(for 7.00) on Saturday, August 126. The restaurant
proved last year to be such a pleasant and convenient
venue that we have chosen it again. (Ihe GST has made
several other places too expensive.)

The guest speaker will be Channel Nine's Keith
Conlon who has recently joined the Society. A graduate

of the University of Adelaide, Keith is the presenter
of the popular travel-cum-history series "Postcards",
now in its flfth year. He has done over 150 programmes

which he researches and writes himself with the aim
of sharing his passion for South Australian history and

heritage with as broad an audience
as possible. He will be lifting the veil
on the joys and woes of interpreting
history for rclevision and will entenai-n

us with stories about some of the
remarkable characters and places he
has come across.

The cost of the dinner win be $32
(GST included) for a three-course
meal. exclusive of drin-ks. Parking is
available next to the restaurant, the
entrance being off Sir I-ewis Cohen
Ave. The Glenelg ham also stops right
outside at Stop No. 3. If transport
is a problem for you, please ring
Dr. Robert Nicol on 8297 9844 to
arrange a lift.

Booking is essential and you are

asked to complete the slip enclosed
with this Newsletter and retum it,

with a cheque or money order, to the Treasurer, Mrs.
Avis Huckel, 9 Sierra Nevada Blvd., Pasadena 5042,
by Friday, August 46

New members
The Historical Society would like to welcome

the following new members: Mrs. Alison Brain,
Dr. Max & Mrs. Elizabeth Bull, Mr. Keith Conlon,
Dr. Karen George, Mr. P. Ginman, Mr. Ken & Mrs.
Barbara Hayes, Ms. Sue Johnston, Mr. R.J. Kimber,
Ms. Margaret Major, Mrs. Joan and Mr. Russell Martin,
Dr. M.C. Newland, Ms. Carmela Pascale, Ms. Kathleen
Patitsas, Dr. Ieuan & Mrs. Enone Richards, Mr. Rhys
Roberts, Mr. l,ee Rodda, Ms. Helen Tilly, Mr. Alan
Tucker, Mrs. Nelly Wood, Ms. Mary Wynne and
Ms . Lynette Zeitz.

History SA deadline
The deadline fof all material for the Julv 2000

issue of the Newslener is Friday, June l6b. It shouid
be addressed to John Healey, Editor, Illsrory SA,
27 Germein St., Semaphore, S.A. 5019. tt=Jl
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Coming Events
June 2 HSSA Meeting Angela Heuzenroeder: "A
Taste of History: the Food and Culture of the Barossa".

Prince Philip Theatre, Prince Alfred College, Kent
Town. 8.00 p.m. See page 1 for details.

June 6 Mount Barker National Trust Tour of
Historic My1or. 2.00 p.rn For details, ring 8391 1985.

June 7 Kensirgton & Norwood I{st Soc. Ken Dun}c

'Murray River Paddle Steamem". Don ryas Community
Centre, 175 Norwood Parade, Norwood. 8.00 p.m.

June 13 Campbelltorvn HisL Soc. Mary Bleby: "The
Iife of Bishop Shorf'. Newon Community Cente, 2
Newton Rd., Campbelltown. 8.00 p.m. (A.G.M. frst)
June 14 Salisbury & DisL HisL Soc. Brian Samuels:
*Heritage 

- Past, Present and Future". Uniting Church,
cnr. Brown Tce. & Park Tce., Salisbury. 7.30 p.m.

June 14 Mitcham Hist Soc. Tour of Artlab, Kintore
Ave. 10.30 a.m. Booking essential. Ring 8272 4504
by May 26d.
June 15 Engineering Heritage Branch Leo Noicos:
'The Albert Towef'. IEA Rooms, 11 Bagot St., North
Adelaide. 5.30 p.m.

June 15 Royal Geographical Society of S.A. Hon.
John Bannon: '"The Australian Constitution". Royal
Society Rooms, Kintore Ave. 7.30 p.rn
June 18 HSSA Tour of the Old Treasury Building,
Victoria Square, induding Museum of Exploration,
Surveying and Land Ileritage. Led by Michael
Taliangis. 1.50 p.m. See page 2 for details.

June 19 History of Science, Ideas and Technologt
Gmup Prof. Donald Simpson: 'The Adelaide Medical
School 1885-1914". Royal Society Rooms, Kintore
Ave. 8.00 p.m.

June 19 Burnside HisL Soc. Dr. Don Hopgood: 'Tazz
Proper and Jazz Popular". Masonic Ha11, 1 Fisher St.,
Tusmore. 8.00 p.m.

June 21 Port Adelaide Hist. Soc, Ted Raggatt: "St.
Bede's Church". Semaphore Library, 14 Semaphore
Rd., Semaphore. 8.00 p.m.

June 28 Glenelg National Trust John Andrewartha:
'The History of Transport to the Bay". Pafiridge House,
38 Partridge St., Glenelg. 7.30 p.m.

June 28 Erfield & Dst Hist Soc. Lois Wasley: 'T{ouse
of the Seven Gables: Government House, Darwin,
Part tr'. Enfield Community Centre, 540 Regency Rd.,
Enfield. 7.45 p.m.

July S7 Ausfialian Mining HistorT Assoc. Conference
& Australian Historical Assoc. Conference. At the
University of Adelaide. Plus twoday our of mining sites.

For details and registration, contact Greg Drew on:
8463 3270 or e-mail: drew.greg@sausov.sa.qov.au.

July 5 Kensington & Norwood HisL Soc. Sr. Patricia
Keane: "Mary MacKillop in S.A.". Don Pyatt Comm.
Centre, 175 Norwood Parade, Norwood. 8.00 p.m.

JnIy 6 Brighton HisL Soc. Don Thorpe: *Sailing lake
Eyre". Civic Centre, 24 Jetty Rd., Brighton. 7.30 p.rn
July 7 IISSA Meeting Emeritus hof. Ren Potts:
"The Kink in the Overland Telegraph Line". Prince
Philip Theare, Prince Alfred College, Kent Town.
8.00 p.m. See page 3 for details.
July 12 Mitcham Hist. Soc. Maggie Ragless: "Life
in the Dead Centres of Mrcham". Art and Crafts CJntre,
1 Tonens St., Mitcham. 8.00 p.m.

July 19 Coromandel Valley National Trust Walking
tour of historic Brighton, lunch and visit to St. Jude's
Church. Meet at Holdfast Bay Cornmunity Centre,
51 King George Ave., Hove, at 10.00 a.rn
July 20 Royal Geographical Society of S.A. Wanen
Bonython: "Walking South Australia's Horseshoe
Lakes". Royal Society Rooms, Kintore Ave. 7.30 p.m.

July 26 Enfield & Dist. Hist. Soc. Don Tilmouth:
"The R.M. Wiiliams Museum at Prospect". Enfield
Community Cen$e, 5zl0 Regency Rd-, Enfield. 7.45 p.rn

July 25 Glenelg National Trust Mark Kaspersi: 'The
Titanic Disaster". Partridge House, 38 Partridge St.,
Glenelg. 7.30 p.m.

JuIy 25 S.A. Genealogr and Heraldry Soc. Dr. Leith
MacGillirray: "A Worthy Sisterhood: the founding
mothers of 1836". SAGHS Library,201 Unley Rd.,
Unley. 7.45 p.m.

Exhibitions
Behind the Wall Permanent exhibition about the
people who lived and worked on the site of the Mgration
Museum (Aboriginal School, Destitute Asylunl Dept.
of Chemistry). Migration Museurq Kintore Ave.
Faith, Hope, Caring Photographs, ephemera and
handicraft celebrating 30 years of work by the Greek
Women's Auxiliary of the Church of Sts. Constantine
and Helen. Unley Museurq 80 Edmund Ave., Unley.
June 11-September 6.
Home-Made Treasures Items from the Museum of
Childhood's collection of improvised objects. Migra.tion
Museurr, Kintore Ave. June 4 - September 12.

Orientalia t-amps, silk and other beautif,rl objects ftom
the East. Ayers House, North Tce. July 14 - August 13.

Prints of Martin Sharp Cartoon figures, psychedelia
and Festival of Arts posters from the bad boy of the
60's. Art Gallery of S.A., North Terrace. Until July 4ft.
The Slovaks in South Australia Their culture and
activities in S.A., with works by leading Slovak artists.
Migration Museurq Kintore Ave. June 4 - August 31.
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Colin Deed
Introduced to the HSSA by his partner, Avis

Huckel, Colin at first found the sphere of history
quite unfamiliar to him and was prone to dropping
off to sleep during the lectures. A little embarrassed

by this, Avis decided it might be better if they sat in
the back row so that no-one would notice. Before
long, however, Colin
was hooked and is now
fascinated by anYhing
historical. As a sales

executive for a printing
firrn, he is constantly
publicizing the Society
to many of the people
he meets in the course
of his work and in the
last few years has been
able to recruit several
new members.

He was educated at Unley High School and the
School of Printing and Graphic Arts and began work
in 1964 as a letterpress printer. [n those days the inking
rollers on the machines were made of gelatine and

Colin has vivid memories of apprentices nibbling them
when they happened to feel peckish. He then added

to his skills by leaming offset and flexigraphic printing
and becanr a quality and production contoller, overseeing

the making of printing block for newspapers and the
preparation of artwork for books and magazines.

He worked for seven years as poduction manager
in an advertising agency and served for three years

as the Vice-President of the S.A. Division of the
Advertising Institute of Australasia. Returning to the
printing trade, he was the Manager of Mitchell Press

for five years, Sales Manager af another firm for fourteen
years and now works as a sales executive for the Graphic
Print Group where he has overseen the production
of the 1999 HSSA Joumal.

A keen sportsman, Coiin played district teruris for
Glenelg, football for Edwardstown and Port Noarlunga
and was a lifesaver for eight years. He joined the Council
of the Historicai Society in 7997 arrd has proved to
be a valuable member of the team with his contacts
in the printing world and numerous other community
organizations. He is also responsible for taping the talks
at our meetings.

At a recent lecture night Colin was glad he was
wearing his name badge for a woman approached him
and asked what his father's and sister's names were.
Slightly puzzled by this rcquest from a stranger, Colin
told her, whereupon she informed him that her great-

great-grandfather and his grealgreat-grandfather had
been brothers ! She has since presented him with a

chart of the family tree going back to 1797 when their
forbears lived in Gloucestershire. Eaf

Mortlock Archives
by Roger Andr6

Of interest for curent research into the explorations
of Flinders and Baudin and their encounter off the
South Australian coast, midofilm has been purchased
from the State Library of New South Wales of the
joumal of Samuel Smith, seaman aboard lhe Investiganr
from 180i to 1803.

Donations of original papers of John Benjamin
Graham, hitherto held only as microfilm, have been
accessioned, documenting Graham's interests in the
Burra Mines and Canowie and Cumamona stations.
Papers of another nineteenth-century entrepreneur,
W. H. Gray, relating to his interests in the Northern
Territory, Nullabor Station and Port Augusta, have
been added to his record group.

The enduring fascination of the New Australia
experiment in Paraguay is reflected in further letters
(1894-1908) by Helena Roberta Birks and her little
granddaughter Winifred, written from Paraguay and
subsequently England. Following conservation they
will be incorporated with the Chartier papers. Further
papers of amateur naturalist, Kenneth Preiss, have
been added to his existing records.

New collections accessioned include those of
well-known Anglican clergynreq Bishop Lionel Renfiey
and the late Dean I-ance Shilton, rector of Holy Trinity,
while Cormier family papers document the family's
links with Jersey and the careers of Frangois Joseph
(Frank) Cormier (1888-1980), master mariner, his
nursing sister wife, Alice O'Donohoe (1888-1971),
and daughter Kathleen (1917 -1997), later Kathleen
Baldwin, World War tr servicewoman and teacher of
Aboriginal children.

Substantial additional records of t}re Aboriginal
Education Foundation have been listed as well as

significant deposits from the Good Neighbour Council
(which lost its raison d'6tre with the implementation
of the Galbally Report of 1978) and from the National
Health Services Association of S.A. (1952-1983).

Thirteen volumes of Kym Bonlthon's scrapbooks
on Rowley Park Speedway (1954-1973) should warm
the hearts of petrolheads.

Reminiscences include those of Roy Roberts,
teacher at Tacoola ftom 1934 to 1936, and of Max Taylor,
who flew on a World War tr bombing mission over
Burma. Of World War I interest are greeting cards
colourfully embroidered by French women and sent
by South Australian soldier, Roy Platten, to his fianc6e.

To conclude, some interesting works have been
acquired for the Pictorial Collection, notably William
Marmaduke Hardy's sketch Rush on! for dinner,
executed aboard the Moonn on Cx:yder's 1869 Northem
Territory expedition, George Whinner's Autunm neai
Uraidla, 1934, and Nora Heysen's portrait sketch of
Colin Thiele, c.1960.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sir,

Congratulations on facing up to the widespread
abuse of spell-checkers as criticised in the editorial
of the March issue of History SA.l car, only say "Hear,
hear" to the thrust of your argument. Unfortunately,
polite rhetoric or exchanges between the multitude
of "Alf and Ada Average" usually pass unnoticed
and it therefore often needs strong words to grab
attention.

I particularly dislike spelling errors when reading
a book because, from early childhood, I have read
books (and viewed films) as an armchair observer of
the situations presented by the authors. Spelling errors
invariably jerk me from the atmosphere of the book.
As a panicipator in the industry, I often consider sending
a business card, accompanied by a note: '?roof-reading
service available!"

Mr. Justice P. W. Young, in an article entitled
"The inadequacies of correspondence by computer"
which appeared in the Australian law Joumal,
March 2000, makes comments similar to those in
the editorial regarding the failings of spell-checkers
and lack of proof-reading.

A correspondent from Dorrigo received a letter
which asked her to "bare with" the witer.

He goes on to give examples of:
. . . the problems judges sonutimcs have with

mass-prodtrced letters f'rom computers. A computer
sending a letter to The Hon. Justice Xenophnn may
begin " Dear The" or it may be really intimate and
comt?Ence " Dear Hon" . One of the judges received a
lexer thnt mis-speb "Hon" as "Hoon". The lexer thus
addressed to "The Hoon Xenophon" went on to urge
"You, Hoon" to buy the prod.uct.

Yours faithfully,
Anne Every
Adelaide

Sir,
I find the March Editorial objectionable for its

content and for the misuse of the Ifistory SA Newsletter
as a forum for arguments on spelling.

The arguments on whether the booklet at the theatre
should end with one M or two Ms and an E has little
to do with American influence but more to do with
eighteenth-century changes in fashion among the
compilers of the English lexicon. Would our editor like
to add -ME to telegram, arutgram, epigram, eirc'!

The Americans have never doubled the consonant
on the past participle, and, like the U, or lack of, in
colour, itlwdly rnAltrr;rs. As for foopath versus sidewallc
I prefer pavemznt. Altemative and, alternate haye
nothing to do witl Americal spelling; the words have
quite different meanings.

If our editor is on a crusade for better English in
pdnt he might lmkat the gowing tendency to tum nouns
into verbs, as tn impacting upon, sourcing, exiting, the
demise of the hyphen as in co-operate and the misuse
of proven as the past participle of the verb to prove.

John Healey is vehemently anti-Bill Gates and
Rupert Murdoch, but I have seen nothing to suggest
a better standard of English in the Fairfax newspapeni.
I might also draw attention to the growing demise of
the collective noun. In the U.K. it has gone; in Auso:alia
it is optional and inconsistenl Only in the United States
do we read and hear that the govemment, tean
council"ls..."

The Editor's attack on the United States describing
it as 'siclg vicious, shallov/', etc. is childish and vindiaive.
If he wishes to hear good spoken English go no further
than hear and watch the American hesident. For all
his faults, his delivery of good, concise, well-modulated
English is without equal; but, of course, he is not a
Yank, he's from Arkansas.

The Editor might find it more worthwhile to note
the historical errors in the newspapers; among the most
common: naming Julius Caesar as a Roman Emperor,
Captain Cmk as "discovering" Australia, and Magellan
as the fint to circumnavigate the world. There are many
more and some space could be made in the Newsletter
for similar errors that readers might come across.

T.A. Goodwin
Mile End

Editor's Reply:
The cunent tendency ta spll programme as progrun

has nothing to do with the decisions of eighteenth-
century lexicogmphers. It is simply a result of present-
day Australians mimicking American practice. Since
programme has been the accepted British and Aust-
ralian spelling for the last two hundred years, I see
no reason to change it just because Americans do things
differently. And I would not want to add -rze to an{tgrant
or epigram as this is the way these words have been
spelt in English since the sixteenth century.

I did not say that the :use of altemative and
altemate has anything to do with American spelling.
As Mr. Goodwin points out, they have quite different
meanings, a distinction which Anrrican qq4gg obscures
by using altemate for both.

I heartily agree with the writer's other concems.
We should deplore the poor standard of English in
Fairfax as well as Murdoch newspalrrs, the unnecessary
transformation of nouns into verbs, the fiequent omission
of the hlphen, and the use of plural verbs with singular
collective nouns .

And yes, errors of historical fact are more serious
than those of language. Readers are invited to forward
to the Editor examples of"oommon myths and mis-
conceptions relating to South Ausiralian or Australiin
history (with references, if possible, for both the
incorrect and correct versions of events). -- J.II.
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Dear Sir,
It was with much glee that I read your Editorial

in the March 2000 Newsletter. I heartily agee with
your sentirnents and view with apprehension the rapid
Americanisation (or should that be Americanization?)
of the English language.

There is, too, an insidious invasion of American
influence in other aspects of iife in this land of Austalia
which is equally worrisome. We q9 Australians and
not Yanks and one of my fears is that we become the
nft State of the United States of America (or an offshore
island of Japan!).

Thalk you and many bouquets to you for your stand.

Yours sincerely,
Colleen M. Lloyd
Seacombe Gardens

Dear Sir,
Having answered your questionnaire recently, I

am rather surprised to find myself writing to you
again so soon after. This is just a note to say how
much I enjoyed your editorial article in the March
HSSA Newsletter. Please do keep up that stance.

And I was happy to see you endorse Orlord
Dictionaries --- and not just because I worked for
the O.U.P. for thirty-five years !

Sincerely,
David Elder
Box Hill Nortl, Vic.

CHAFF MILL
VILLAGE

Luxury apartments in
the heart of Clare

310 Main North Road
Clare, S.A.5453

Phone:
(08) 8842 11 t 1

Website:
http ://www. capri. ret. arl-chaf frnil

E-mail:
chaffmil @ capri.net. au

The owner, Helen Dickeson, is Curator of
the Clare Regional History Collection.

Questionnaire summary
The responses to the Newsletter questionnaire

(received from approximately 157o of the membership)
have provided the Editor with some useful guidelines
and many constructive suggestions.

Almost without exception, the replies indicated
that the memben read most or all of each issue, consider
the coverage of forthcoming HSSA functions to be
sufficiently informative and./or interesting, think that
there are enough items about other topical events, and
regard the "Coming Events and Exhibitions" column
as a useful part of the Newsletter. Over twenty members
attended one or more functions of other societies in
1999 as a result of seeing them iisted in History SA.

Three quarters of the respondents are interested
in updates of Mortlock Library acquisitions, so this
will now be a regular feature supplied by Brian
Samuels (covering monographs and the oral history
collection), supplemented by Roger Andr6's sunmaries
of archival material. (See pages 8 & 5.) Over half
the respondents have access to the Internet and of
these more than 807o would like to hear about
history-related web-sites. The Editor will endeavour
to do his best in this regfid, although it is very time-
consuming extracting information from the "World
Wide Wait" and, as one member pointed out, there
are numy squibs among the crackers. It would be
appreciated if anyone who has found interesting
material could forward the web-site address to the
Editor. with. if possible, a sample print-out.

There have been many interesting ideas for future
articles. The Editor has compiled a list of over forty
topics from the wide range of suggestions and has
already lined up several pertinent contributions. A
number of members requested greater coverage of
regional history and of working-class people rather
than just the rich and famous. T.hese concems are being
addressed and the result w be apparent in this year's
Newsletters.

Thank you to everyone for the input! Ur

Neville Smith of the St. Kilda Trqmway Museum
explains the operations of the restoration workshop

to HSSA members on the Februaryfield tip.
Photograph by Max Millowick.
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New at the Mortlock
Compiled by Brian Samuels from recent issues

of Mortlock Miscellany, the monthly listing of Mortlock
Library accessions, which is available on the State
Library's web-site http://www,slsa.sa.sov.au. The
list does not include archival material which is covered
in Roger Andr6's column on page 5.

MONOGRAPHS
L. Allery & G. Trimboli: City of Plaford: A Brief
History (City of Playford, Smithfield, 1999)
A.M. Bray: Annals of the Port Adelaide Presbyterian
Church (Bray, Grange, c.1999)
P. Bell: Post-Colonisation Ileritage Study of The
Levels: Report to MF? Australia (Historical Research

Pty. Ltd., Adelaide, i996)
J. Burns: A Beach in Time: Memories of Port
Willunga (Seaview Press, Henley Beach, 1999)
A. Cafarella: Corunna l)owns: The Invisible W.W. 2
Airfield (Cafarella, Hawker, 1998)
A.R. Cameron: The Story of the Overland Telegraph
Line (S.A. Postal Instit. Lecture Soc., Adelalde,1932)
N.W. Cormack: Port Yictoria, 50 Years On
(Windjammer 50 Committee, Port Victoria, 1999)
Cydone for Beauty & Protection (Cyclone Company
of Australia, Adelaide, 1948)
B. Edwards: Moravian Aboriginal Missions in
Australia 1E50-1919 (Uniting Church Historical
Society (SA), Adelaide, 1999)
E. Giles: The Journal of a Forgotten Expedition
(Corkwood Press, North Adelaide, 1999)
L.H. Griffiths: Telephone in South Australia: Its
Development and History (Adelaide, 1933)
G. Hart: From Night Clinics to the Internet: A
Ilistory of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in South
Australia, 1916-1996 (Royal Adelaide Hospital,
Adelaide, 1999)
Heritage of Faith: Essays in Honour of Arnold D.
Hunt Ed. G.W. Potter (Potter, Morphett Vale, 1996)
A. Heuzenroeder: Barossa Food Photographs by
Eric Algra (lMakefield Press, Kent Town, 1999)
Historic Buildings Conservation Guide: A Reference
for State Government Agencies in South Australia
(Deparnrrnt for Administrative & Information
Services, Adelaide, 1 998)
Historic West Terrace Cemetery (Dept. of Housing
and Urban Development & State History Centre,
Adelaide, 1997)
T. Howard: Adelaide at the Pictures: Movie Favorit€s
& Cinemas (Reid, Wyong, 1998?)

D.H. Hunter: A Short Ilistory of YHA Hostels in
South Australia 19218-1998 (Hunter, Norwood, 1999)

A. Jones & K. Carneron: Her Majesty's South-Eastern
Mails (Openbook Publishers, Adelaide, 1999)
Kangaroo Island Maritime Heritage Trail (Dept.
of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage
Branch, Ade1aide, i996)

M. Lohe, F.W. AlbJecht, L.H. l-eske: Hennannsbug:
A Vision and a Mission Ed. E. Leske (Lutherm
Publishing House, Adelaide, 1977)
Mount Barker Heritage Walk (Mount Barker Disuirr
Council, Mount Barker, 1998)
Mount Gambier Cave Garden and Envimm
Conservation Management Plan (Fifth Creek Studio
for the City of Mount Gambier, Montacute, 1999)
R. Parsons: Migrant Ships for South Australia,
1E36-1866 3d ed. (Gould Books, Gumeracha, 1999)
The Poets (Penola Branch, National Trust of South
Australia, Penola, 1999)
Restoration of Ayers House [Video Recordhg]
(South Australian Film Corporation, Hendon, c. 1998)

R. Smith: Curiosities of South Australia 2 (Peacock

Publications, Norwood, 1 999)
J. Spoehr (ed.): Beyond the Contract State: Ideas
for Social and Economic Renewal in South Australia
(Wakefield Press, Kent Town, 1999)
H.M.F. Tolcher: Rogues and Heroes: Policing the
Cooper 1876-1952 (Tolcher, Linden Park, 1999)

D.J. Towler & T.J. Porter: The Ilempen Collar:
Executions in South Ausbalia 1&&f964: A Colledion
of Eyewitness Accounts (Wednesday Press, Parafield
Gardens, 1999)
D. & C. Tuckwell: Going Stronger: A Guide to
Collecting South Australian Tins, Packaging and
Give Aways (Tuckwell, Craigmore, 1999)
21"t Century Adelaide: Vt/hat Sort of Urban Areas
Should We Prepare For? @Iaming Sd Adelaide, 1999)

Uraidla Heritage Walk (East Torrens Historical
Society, Norton Summit, 1999)
R. Wight: A Cenfirry of the Adelaide and Suburban
Cricket Association Incorporated, 1899-1999 (Wight,
Plympton, 1999)
E. Zalums: Index to the Proceedings of the Royal
Geographical Society of Australasia (SA Branch)
Volumes 4l-80 (1940-1979) (Royal Geographical
Society of South Australia, Adelaide, 1997)

ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION
OH 456 The Australian Rural History Project
(Additional material) Interviewer: Rob Linn [Sound
Recordingl 1997
OH 524 John Dowie (Additional material)
Interviewer: Jennifer Palmer [Sound Recording] 1999
OH 529 Tributes to the Life of Don Dunstan
Interviewer: Philip Satchell [Radio 5AN Sound
Recordingl 1999
OH 537 Reunion of Participants in the Glenelg
Centenary Commemoration Day Re-Enactment,
1936Interviewer: K. Mason [Sound Recording] 1984
OH 538 Exploring Ilistoric Glenelg by Walking
or Cycling Tours Narrator: Dulcie Perry [Sound
Recordingl c.1982
OH 540 John Cummins Morphett: 'Cummins',
the Morphett Family Residencrc Producer: Jo Seager

lsound Recordingl c.1990 m
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Fanny's FoIIy
at Floraville
by Russell Smith

Fanny Gilles was t}te niece of South Australia's
fitst C.olonial Treasurer, Gnpnd Gilles. IIer father, lewls
Gilles, was prone to flights of fancy that occasionally
landed him in trouble and Fanny followed in father's
footsteps. Before we tell of Fanny's foolishness at
Floraville, a litde about lrwis, for knowing the father
explains, to a degree, the actions of the daughter.

We go back to October, 1842. The Gilles family
was living in Launceston, where [,ewis had founded
the Tamar Bank Farurn the eldest
of twelve surviving children, had
been bom in Launceston in 1824.

For those at the top of the social
tree in that isolated convict colony
there were rigid rules to follow
and the large Cilles fami ly were
part of that circle. Lewis was an
active member of the l,aunceston
CIub and his wi{e Mary regularly
hosted soh6es in their elegant
Brisbane Skeet home. It was an
incident emanating from one of
Mary's social functions that led
indirecdy to the family moving to
South Australia.

A certain Dr. Pugh and his
wife had been sent an invitation
to a ball at the Gilles home but
failed to respond. When queried afterwards, the Doctor
denied having received the invitation but Gilles never-
theless demanded an apology. Pugh refused to say sorry
so the offended banker wrote to the Launceston Club
pointing out that his fellow member was guilty of
tergiversation and of actions denrgatory to the character
of a gendeman. Dr. Pugh countered by posting a notice
in the clubhouse stating that l€wis Gilles was both a
liar and a coward. The fight was on.

A prolonged slanging match ensued, the result of
which was Gilles' taking Dr. Pugh to court on the charge
of libel and defamation of character with damages of two
thousand pounds being demanded. The cheeky, perhaps
scheming, claimant was eventually put in his place by
the judge by being awarded the sum of one farthing!
Publicly humiliated, I-ewis Gilles then decided to uproot
the family andjoin his zuccessflrl big brother in Adelaide.

Tragedy struck shortly after they settled into tleir
East Terrace home for Mary Gilles died suddenly in
September, 1844. Several friends of Osmond Gilles
stepped in and gave support to his unforhrnate brother,
now in unfamiliar territory and with a large number
of children to bring up and guide into the new social

scene. One of the friendly families was that headed
by merchant and pastoralist William Younghusband
(piaured below). His wife l,ouisa encouraged Fanny
Gilles, now aged twenty, to visit their home on a regular
basis and despite the age difference the two ladies becanre
close friends.

Younghusband had arrived in South Australia
in 1842. It was the right time for the emergence of a
visionary man with a mercantile background and he
soon undertook several successfrrl ventures. His father
owned ships that already haded between England and
Australia and William had at one stage skippered one
of them on the Calcutta trade route. An early enterprise
after arriving in Adelaide was an attempt at creating
shipping communications with China but that met
with little success. He went through several highs and

lows but eventually established
himself in shipping in a big way.

Then followed an expansion
of his interests into the pastoral
scene and by 1844 Younghusband
owned over 2000 sheep and 100
catde. A younger brother, Edwin,
arrived in Adelaide that year but
he did not have the business
acumen of his brother and became
dependent on him. By 1847
William had purchased 374 acres
on the Gawler River, a sheep run
he named Floraville, previously
owned and established by James
Ilbery. Edwin Younghusband and
his wife Mary moved into the
'?retty little villa-like dwelling,
a sort of card model fancy" on

the Floraville property while William and his family
moved into their newly-built mansion, designed by
George Strickland Kingston, in Strangways Tenace,
North Adelaide.

As a local landholder, William Younghusband
took an active interest in many of Gawler's early
developments and was one of the kxstees of the town,s
St. George's Church. Fanny Gilles was a close friend
of the wife of Reverend Coombes of St. George's and
was occasionally the guest of the family for lengthy
periods. The Gilles family had holidayed in England
in 1846 and returned on the Augustus, along with
Reverend and Mrs. Coombes, the friendship of the
ladies stemming from that voyage. It was during one
of her Gawler sojoums that Fanny met Doctor George
Francis Moreton and before long they were talking
of marriage. No doubt Mrs. Younghusband and Mrs.
Coombes were behind the matchmaking.

During the month of February, 1849, Fanny was
at Gawler, staying with the Coorirfes famity and rcgularly
seeing Dr. Moreton. Fale then stepped in with an incident
that led to the dissolving of the Gilles/younghusband
family friendship.

History SA, the Newsletter of the Historical Society of 5.A., May 2OOO
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Reverend Coombes was
unexpectedly obliged to visit
Lake Alexandrina and his
wife decided to accompany
him Arrangernene were made
for Fanny to move out to
Floraville during their ahence,
as a guest of Edwin and Mary
Younghusband. The latter
were due to depart for England
within days but William
and Louisa Younghusband
intended to come up to
Floraville on their departure
so the siiration was acceptable
to all. Living in the house
at the time were nxrnager
Thomas Mathewson and a
female servant, Sarah Quin.
There were other servants
as well who bunked in out-
houses and the barn, and a
married couple named Neale
were tenants in a cottage on the property, about 200
yards from the main house.

On arrival in Adelaide, Mary Younghusband becane
ill and Louisa Younghusband decided to remain
with her, leaving her husband William to joumey to
Floraville alone. What occurred that first evening
resulted in another Lewis Gilles court case_

The house at Floraville had a verandah along
one side with doors from two of the bedrooms, those
occupied by Thomas Mathewson and Sarah euin,
opening out onto the verandah. Fanny Gilles was
given a bed in Sarah's room, at the prior insistence
of Mary Younghusband. The young ladies talked for
a while after retiring early, then Sarah extinguished
the candles. It was a very hot night and the two took
a long time to settle into an uneasy sleep.

The household was awakened about 11 p.m. by
hysterical screaming coming from Sarah,s room.
The shrieks woke the male servant and an aboriginal
boy who were sleeping in the bam and even Mr. and
Mrs. Neale in their cottage. It was Fanny who was
screaming. Sarah fumbled to light a candle, revealing
her room-mate sitting up in bed and shaking uncon-
trollably. Mathewson quickly appeared at the window
and William Younghusband at the door, both in their
night attire.

When Fanny was able to respond to their
anxious questioning she claimed a lady in black had
been standing by her bed and had taken hold of her
hand. The alarmed Younghusband seated himself by
the bed and began bathing her hands and head with
cold water. The ghost-seeing guest could not settle
down and succumbed to fits of sighing and sobbing
throughout the rest of the night. The master of the
house remained sitting by Fanny's bed for some time,

Watercolour of "Gawler Fann" (later ,Flomville" 
), painted. in t g42 by Mrs. Janes llbery

(nde Henrietn Evelita Thomas) who was sister to William younghusband,s wife louisa.
The painting is reproduced. by kind perruission of the ortist's greotgrandson,

Dr. Peter llbery, of Farrer, A.C-T. (See note on page I l.)
with the chaperoning Sarah Quin trying to sleep just
a few feet away.

The unfortunate young lady was still very agitated
the following moming and Dr. Moreton was sent for.
He stayed all day and into the evening, taking long walks
with Fanny in the garden. Within a few weeks their
engagement was a(lounced and nothing more was said,
at that stage, about the visit by the lady in black.

WiJliam Younghusband was probably not amused
by the hysterical behaviour of fancifirl Fanny and had
very likely heard of a few rumours that were circulating
around town about that night at Floraville back in
February, for when an invitation to the April wedding
arrived it was refused. Mrs. Younghusband responded
declining to attend due to her husband,s pressure of
business. I-ewis Gilles wrote to Younghusband demanding
an explanation, insisting that his family had been grossly
insulted The angry Younghusband replied, telling Gilles
he had "a heated imagination -- a weakness scc-mingly
prevailing in his family".

After the wedding, speculation was rife as to why
William Younghusband had not attended. Clearly Dr.
Moreton believed his wife or her familv had been
wronged in some way for on one memorabL aftemoon,
with the passing parade in busy King William Sfeet
looking on, the Gawler doctor horse-whipped the
unsuspecting pastoralist without waming. younghusband

retaiiated, forcing Moreton's head rmder one arm while
he battered his face with his free fist. The parties were
separated without serious injury.

Then it all came out, at the Law and police Court
on October 1lft: YOIJNGHUSBAND v. GILLES ---
action for libel -- damages laid at five thousand pounds!
It had begun with letters from Lewis Gilles to Marshall
McDermott, manager of the Bank of Australasia, and
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to the Secretary of the Adelaide Silver l,ead Mining
Company, stating that their committee member William
Younghusband had "performed a deadly insult to a
virtuous and motherless girl while under his own roof
at Floraville".

Younghusband saw red and took Gilles to court
for libel. The result was a soap opera that kep Adelaideans
amused and entertained for weeks. Personal letters
were produced, read and published. Everyone at or
near Floraville on that fateful night was called to explain
what they saw or heard. The room plan of the house
was carefully examined, with much discussion about
door larches, queaking floorlrcards and distances between

beds. Fanny broke her silence and claimed that during
tJre course of the terrible night her attentive host
continually uttered ungentlemanly things to her and
that this, on top of her "bad dream", was the reason
for her state of agitation while still at Floraville. She
had said nothing previously because of her friendship
with Mrs. Younghusband.

At the end of it all it was difficult to assess who
was telling the truth *- whether William Younghusband
might have been "tle lady in black ' himself or if
Fanny and her father were simply habitual schemers.
The judge was clearly happy to end the long case and
damages were entered at one shilling! No-one won
and the reputations of both parties were smeared.

It must have been quite awkward for prominent
citizen Younghusband to live down the embarrassing
publicity. As well as holding the positions of first
Chairman of the Adelaide Botanic Garden and Chairman
of the Adelaide Silver l-ead Mining Company he
held several other important business posts. He was
a Director of the Bank of Australasia and of the
Glen Osmond Union Mining Company. As well, he
became involved in the riverboat trade, building and
irrporting stearners. He was a npmber of the l-egislative
Council from 1857 to 1861 and even served a term
as Chief Secretary. The site of Younghusband's main
office was in King Wiiliam Street, where the ANZ
Bank now stands (and possibly close to where the
brawl with Dr. Moreton took place).

There is no memorial tablet honouring William
Younghusband in South Australia for he died in Rome
in 1863, having contracted typhus and succumbing
within a matter of weeks. A South Australian peninsula,
a lake, a cape and a mountain were named after him
so the narne Yormghusband will forever be remembered.

The Moretons moved from Gawler to Nailsworth
from where George became medical officer to the
Yatala Stockade. They had one son, given the Christian
name Gilles, and three daughters. The doctor died in
1861 but Fanny lived on to a ripe old age, passing
away at her Hutt Street home in 1919.

Lewis Gilles left South Australia in the late
1850s to become Police Magistrate at Warmambool.
He later retumed to Glen Osmond and died at the
family home "Woodley" in 1884.

The pretty cottage at Floraville, sadly, was bumt
to the ground in Fgbruary, 1873. It was unoccupied
at the time and it was never established how the fire
started. There were boys working on the neighbouring
farm who had been smoking and they were admonished
for doing so without the consent of their master but
there was no proof that they had caused the fire. The
flames were first noticed coming from an area 100
yards to the rear of the house and stables and they
quickly spread through the long, dry grass to engulf
and destroy both buildings. Today the footings of some
walls and the slate flagstone of the front step are al1

that remain.
There is an interesting sequel to the Floraville story.

In the 1870s the spectre of a woman, who became
known as "the Grey Lady of North Adelaide", began
making ghosdy appearances at the former Younghusband
mansion in Shangways Terrace. She was often "seen"
siting in a chair in the basernent. The popular explanation
was that l\fts. Robert Gouger, wife of South Australia's
first Colonial Secretary, was buried in the garden and
that it was she who was haunting the place. Gouger
had a small cottage on the site before Younghusband
demolished it and had his own new home built in
1874. In actual fact, Mrs. Gouger died at Holdfast Bay
within weeks of the anival of the Buffalo and long
before her husband's land at North Adelaide had been
pegged out.

Could "the lady in black" of Floraville have re-
surfaced in the minds of storytellers as "the Grey
Lady of North Adelaide"? An intriguing possibility.

References:
Adelaide Times,6,13 August, 15, 18, 22 October, 1849
The Bunyip,8 February 1873
Chronicle, 15 February 1873
Register, 10 la f,ary 1918
Advertiser, 11 March 1919
Biographical Index. of South Austalians l8i6-1885, ed.

Jill Statton (SAGHS, Adelaide, 1986)
Old Colonist [Thomas Wilson]: Colonists, Copper and

Corn in the Colony of South Austaliq 1850-1851,
ed. E.M. Yelland (Hau,thorn Press, Melbourne, 1970)

Personal communication ftom Julia Kennewell

Note proYided by Dr. Peter trbery:
My great-grandfather James Ilbery, the former owner

of Floraville, was previously a merchant in India and China
and arrived in Adelaide Aom Singapore in December, 1839.
He purchased the property on the Gawler River and built
the house shown in the painting. His wife Henrietta, who
executed the watercolour, arrived in 1840 with her mother,
her infant son William and a Burmese servant.

An unfortunate dispute over the branding of catde
resulted in James nbery spending a year in Adelaide Gaol,
being released in 1843. A second son, Thomas, was born
a few months later. The following year the chiLd William
suffered a dreadful accident, dying at t}le age of six after
being run over by a bullock dray, He was buried on rhe
property, though the exact site is not known.

Henrietta Ilbery died at Catcutra in 1858. E]
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Scenes from a life
by John Healey

Many an old book on the early history of South
Australia may, upon chance perusal, prove to contain
anecdotes which are both deiightfully vivid and
unexpectedly illuminating. If the book is out of print
such gems are likely to remain buried, especially if they
are incidental to most research interests. The extracts
printed below are taken from Edwin Hodder's biography
of George Fife Angas, published in London in 1891
and never reprinted. Angas kept voluminous diaries
for almost sixty years which, regrettably, are now
lost but Hodder had access to them when he wrote
his book and so preserved many details that would
otherwise have disappeared into the maw of time.

Though he did not arrive here
until 1851, George Fife Angas
(pictured ight) played, a pivotal
role in the development ofthe colony
as Chairman of the South Australian
Company. In the fltrst months of
1836, having taken up a substantial
amount of the land offered for sale
under the Colonization Act and
thereby rescuing the scheme from
collapse, he desparched three of the
Company's ships, the Duke of York,
the Lady Mary Pelham and. the
John Piie, well in advance of the
official parties on board the Rapid
and the Buffalo. He then made it his
business to promote emigration to
South Australia by travelling extensively throughout
England, holding meetings, soliciting support from
philanthropists and ministers of religion, forming
county asssociations and publishing information for
intending colonists.

Such incessant activity eventually look its toll
and Angas retreated for a time to his home in Dawlish,
Devon. Hodder provides the following sidelight on
this interval:

It is not surprising to find thot soon afier this
there came a reaction, and a significant entry in thE
diary relates:

"Aug. 27, 1836 -- Here am I laid up, as it were,
in ordinary like a ship-of-war dismantled" my physical
strength much reduced, and my nervous system
shattered to pieces."

Days of enforced leisure in the lift of a busy
man are rarely wasted days; certainly they were not
so in the case of Mr. Angas. Writing did not appear
to exhawt him; as a natter offact it was a recreation,
and amang his papers there are copies of volwninous
letters to Goyemor Hindmarsh on ahmost every subject
that touched the best interests of thz new colony. . . .

He was greatly aided in the manual tnbour by two
of his daughters, iuhtt acted as his pivate secretoies.
For hours together he would pace the room with hk
hands behind his back, diaating important docwnznts
which they would wite simubaneously, so as to obtain
two copies, ard with long prur:tice they not only leamed
to write with great rapidity, but at exactly the sanz
pace, ond so mtrch alike that the two documents would
be almost facsimiles. Wen pressed for time, if the
correspondence was not such as to require very
careful thought, he would dicAp two separate letters
simubaneously, giving first a sentence of one and
then of the other.

His dauglrters were also accwtomed to read bool<s
on colonization, and makc abstracts and summaries
of the contents, and aho n make lists of every rucessary
anble for dmestic or personal we, garden implemcn*,
seeds, and so fon\ so thot snmll but ifttportant artbles,

such as pins, needles, tapes, shoe-
laces, bnchzs, rolling-pins, pens, or
ink, might rnt be forgotten in sending
out supplies to the young colony.

Hodder then adds a note which
cannot fail to charm readers of the
present day:

In his leisure at Dawlish it is
r{reshing to nm tu an entry in his
joumal in which he records some
rehmtbnlrorn thc strain of busituss:

"Jan. 22, 1837 --- I regularly
devote from two to three hours a
day to the reading of history with
my daughters."

On the 13t December, 1845,
Angas had a narrow brush with death. He was on board
a ship travelling from London to Gravesend when a
double collision occurred, frst with a large Hamburg
steamer and then with a brig. It was at night and there
was a heavy fog. Hodder quotes from a letter that
Angas wrote a few days later to his daughter Emma
(Mrs. William Johnson) :

Abhough certainly I expected to have finishcd
my course on the monBnt of the steamboat's collision,
it was to me a very interesting circumstance, ahhaugh
awful indeed. I stood at the companion, and never
moved until I started off and took refuge in the big.
My mind was calm and peaceful, nothing painful in
my feelings except thz idea of cold water- I saw every-
thing from first to last that took place, and heard
everything, sad as it was. I was employed in intently
watching all that was going on.

To this philosophic observation Hodder appends
t}Ie following footnotel'

This story reminds us of the great lion story in
Livingstone's Life. Wen on the gromd, with the lion
over him, and being shaken as a terrier does a rat,
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"the shock" he says, "produced a stupor imilar to that
which seems to be felt by a mouse arter the first shake
of a cat. It caused a sort of dreaminess in which
there was no sense of pain, nor feeling of terror,
though quite conscious of all that was happening. It
was likz what patients partially under the influence
of chloroform describe, who see all the operation
but feel not the lotift. . . . The shake armihilated fear,
and allowed no sense of horror in looking round at
the beast. This peculiar state is probably produced
in all animnls killed by the camivora; and if so, it is
a merciful provision made by our bmevoknt Creator
for lessening the pain of death. "

It will be remembered that when Livingstone
retumed n England he was asked what he was thinking
of when in the lion's grasp, and he answered quietly,
" l was thinking with a feeling of disinterested curiosity
which part of me the lion would eat first! "

Angas himself finally emigrated to South Australia
in 1850, arriving at Port Adelaide on the Ascend.ant
in January, 1851, accompanied by his wife and youngest
son. His two eldest sons, John Howard and George
French, and his eldest daughter Rosetta were alrcady
here.

The 1840s had seen a growing dissatisfaction
on the part of many South Australians with the system
of government that had been instituted in 1842.
There was no elected parliament and the Govemor
had the power to nominate the seven members of
the Legislative Council. A succession of rather high-
handed Govemors -- Grey, Robe and Young -- did
littie to address the colonists' concerns and it became
evident to the authorities in Britain that reform was
essential. In 1850 the British Parliament passed the
Australian Colonies Govemment Act which gave
South Australia a Legislative Council of twenty-four
members, sixteen of whom were to be elected, thus
giving the colonies a chance to &aw up new constitutions
for themselves .

RB,YIEW: This Everlasting Silence: thc hve lcttzrr
of Paquira Delpat and Douglts Mawson, ed. Nancy
Robinson Flannery (Melbourne Univ. Press, 2000)

Paquita Delprat and Douglas Mawson were engaged
to be married when Mawson set out as leader of the
Australasian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-1914 (the
expedition which included his legendary lone nek of
100 miles). For twenty-seven montls the young lovers
wrote constantly to each other but the letters were
only forwarded in barches when a ship could get through,
so they knew littJe of each other's activities and feelings.
After twentytwo montls without a single letter, Paquita
wrote, "this everlasting silence is almost unbearable".

The leners reveal in Mawson a poetic sensirivity
not emphasized in the biographies, an enchantment
with the polar landscape and a boyish preoccupation
with future plans. They show Paquita maturing into an

A copy of the Act was despatched to Adelaide
on board the Ascepdant, the ship on which George
Fife Angas was also embarked. We were lucky to
get a Constitution at all, as Hodder recounts:

It had been an ambition of his lAngasl to be thz
personal bearer of the official copy of the New
Constitution Act to the colony, and application had
been made to the Colonial Office to this end, bat it
was found to be contrary to precedent, and red-tape
triwnphed, the important document being sent from
the Colonial Wce in charge of a clerN who was
iwmtcted to nke it on board thc Ascendux and dcliver
it into the hands of the captain.

But he had gone ashore, and as the ship was on
the point of sailing, thE clerh eithar through rwgligence
or from not understanding the importance of the
papers with which hz was entrusted, gave tfu package
to a steword, who, being very busy, thrust it into the
nearest place of safety. The ship sailed, and if thz
capt tin gave a thought to the maxer at all, he mcrely
supposed thttt there had been some delay or fresh
arrangements had been made.

On arrival in Adelaide the proper authorities
catne on board n demand their Constitution a d receive
it with due honour, for advices from England had
informed them that it would arrive in the AscendanL
The captain, of course, protested that he had seen
nothing of it, and there was a great hue and cry for
the lost Constitution, until one day shortly after, in
tuming oat thE captain's soiled linen for the laund,ress,
it was found, to the great amusement of every one,
at the bottom of the bag, the place in which thz
steward had hurriedly placed it for security!

References:
Edwir Hodder: George Fife Angas, Father and Founder of

South Ausffalia (Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1 89 1 )
R.M. Gibbs: A Ilistory of South Australia (Balara Books,

Adelaide, 1969)

educated young wonxrn but they also reveal her
growing doubts about Douglas's love as the silence
lengthened. h August, 1913, she wrote: "Are you frozen?
In heart I mean. Am I pouring out a little of what is in
my heart to an iceberg?' And a month later: "Oh Douglas
don't don't let Antarctica freeze you." To which he
replied: "No! I am not frozen in heart you may be sure,
this is where the warm hearts are bred."

This is the frst publication of the letters in thet
entirety, Nancy Flannery having only recently discovered
Mawson's half of the correspondence in the unwitting
possession of a family member. She provides a concise
introduction and an unobtrusive commentary to guide
the reader through the inficacies of locale and timefi:ame
and the result is a beautifully produced book.

It retails in hardback for $29.95 and is available
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at major bookshops.
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Second Prize 1999 History Essay Awards

The demise of
cameleering in
South Australia
by Fiona Laughton

Economic factors were major catalysts in the
decline of cameleering in South Australia. However,
govemment regulations, influenced by social attitudes
of the time, also had significant impact on the demise
of the indusry. The decline in demand for carrEl transport
in South Australia had a detrimenal effect on the Afghan
cameleers who provided it, whether they were self-
employed as carriers or working as employees of other
Afghans or European Australians. Some effects were
unemployment, loss of livelihood and a general decay
of predominantly
Afghan townships that
had flourished in out-
back South Australia
during the late nine-
teenth and early
twentieth centuries -

The effective-
ness of camels as a
solution to the problem
of transport in the arid
interior of South Aust-
ralia saw demand for
cameleering at its
highest in the second
half of the nineteenth
cennry. However, circumstances did not stay favouable
for the Afghan cameleers for long. Declining demand
for cameleering first becomes evident in relation to
the cameleer's employment on government-initiated
infrastructue projects. Camels, and therefore the Afghans
who worked them, played an integral role in the
construction of the Adelaide to Darwin Overland
Telegraph Line, which was completed in 1872. They
carried supplies and tools for the construction of the
line and the telegraph stations and for the needs of
wofters. The Afghans also made a significant contribution
to the construction of the railway line from Port Augusta
to Alice Springs, completed in 1889.

The compietion of these projecS obviously forced
the cameleers to seek altemative employment. Despite
the fact that the telegraph project was prolonged by
the necessity to replace wooden telegraph poles with
iron ones after many were damaged by white ants,
meaning prolonged employment for the Afghans, it
was inevitable that they would eventually have to
find work elsewhere. At this stage, work for them

The Elder Scientific Exploration Expedition setting out from
Cootqnooinna in I 89 I . In the nineteenth century, cqmels

played a major rok in the exploration of the outback.
Photograph counesy of the Royal Geographicql Society of S .A.

was far from scarce, and some began their own carrying
businesses, being }ighly successful doing so. Others
found work accompanying Europeans on expeditions
of exploration, their camels proving indispensable on
many occasions.

While it is argued by some that even in the
nineteenth century cameleering was steadily declining,
it is generally ageed that the 1920s and 1930s saw
cameleering in South Aush-alia diminish nrost noticeably.
It is somewhat ironic that the railways which had been
a source of employment for the Afghans later became
a source of their demise as the line "essentially followed
the main camel routes that started out at Port Augusta
or Beltana". Rajkowski aiso poinrs out that this irony
extends even further because some descendants,
particularly around the Marree area, formd employment
"working for the iron horse that replaced their ancestors'
camel strings".

The inffoduction of motor vehicles to the outback
during the 1920s further accelerated the replacement
of canrls as the rnos efficient form of transport Carrying

contracts that had once
been won by the Af-
gharu were now granted
to new trucking com-
panies. Rajkowski men-
tions Harry Ding as an
example of a person
whose trucking busines
operated extensively
throughout outback
Australia soon replacing

the services provided by
the carreleers. A number
of Afghans retumed to
their homelands and out
of those who chose to

remain in South Ausbalia some attempted the transition
to trucking. Stevens suggests, though, that most lacked
the financial means to do so. Others gave up carrying
altogetlEr ard took up hawking in the outback settlerrents,
or found work on the railways.

As demand for camel transport decreased, over-
supply of camels resulted. The Observer reported. in
December 1925 that by rhat time Marree had a
population of "about 2000 camels running at large,,
but "only 400 were required to do any work, and
only then for about six months of the year". In 1934
the funday Mail stateA in hindsight thar unemployment
threw "many Afghans and their camels into idleness".
The camels became concentrated around Ghan Towns
where the Afghans depastured them on town reserves.

Several problems emerged that inflamed the anti-
Afghan sentiment which existed in some outback
communities. McKnight argues that there were in fact
tlree ourcomes emerging from this situation tiat com:
bined to cause conflict: overgrazing destroying precious
vegetation; camels wandering away fiom reserves onto
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Camels paving the way for their replacetnmt:
the surveying pqrty for the East-West Railway, c.1910,

(The flag marks the S.A./W.A. border.)
Photograph courtesy of the History Trust of S.A.

private property where they broke fences, destroyed
water holes and competed with stock for feed; and
the refusal of Afghans to pay agisfirert fees .Tlre Observer
gave evidence of this: "A leasee of Govemnent water
at Farina has several hundred camels on his property
which he is compelled to water and feed. He can collect
no fees." This report rcfers to the situation as a "menacd'
and states that action must be taken "before it assumes
proportions too great to be adequately dealt with".
Such reports, aimed at European Australian readers,
were unlikely to present the situation with sympathy
towards the Afghans' plight.

Signs of the effects the situation was having on
the Afghan corffnunity are evident as early as 1917.
Letters ftom the police at Marree in 1917 indicate that
Afghans organised a petition requesting the extension
of depasturing time and reduction of agistment fees.
It was sent to the Crcwn l:nds Ranger who recommended
to Police Inspector Thomton of Port Augusta that
the requests be turned down. He suggested that "the
time the Carriers be allowed to remain on the Reserve
be increased to six weeks" but "the fees should not
be rcduced". At a tirrE when emplolment was becoming
increasingly scarce, the money needed to pay agistrnent
fees was almost non-existent amongt most Afghans.

Grievances about the camel "menace" did not
go unheeded by govemment authorities. Cigler argues
that lack of legal justification for the Afghans' position,
limited command of English and "almost no elements
of persuasion and influence at their disposal" were
key reasons behind this. It is just as likely though that
their side of the story being overlooked was equally
due to their being a minority Asian group in a
"White Australia". Regardless of the extent, each of
these reasons combined to contribute to the demise
of cameleering. McKnight summarizes the situation
effectively in his statement that the Afghans and their
camels "had outlived their usefulness to society".

By 1925 newspapers llke the Observer were
reporting that around two thousand camels were
"practically running wild in certain parts of the far
north". Such desaiptions of the situation natr:rally would
have strengthened prejudices against the Afghans.

The camel's reputation had been reduced fiom that
of a highly-pmised ship of the desert to a vhtual rnenace,
and with its rcputation went attitudes towards Afghans.
Atthough often racially nntivated, dislike for tle Afghans
was expressed on the grounds of economic argument;
their camels were depleting scarce resources of water
and feed. According to Cowlishaw, the few cameleers
who could sti.ll find work as carriers regulady undercut
the rnarket, providing haulage at a fraction of the cost
of bullock teams who were also still operating. This
would have further irritated Afghan/European Australian
relations.

Under pressure ftom pastoralists and far north white
communities, the State Govemment introduced the
Carnels Dsstuction Act in 1925 as a nrans of controlling
and regulating tlle over-supply of camels. It gave the
occupier of any land the right to "destroy all camels
trespassing upon the land . . . after the expiration of
one month from the publication of the latest notice
of his intention to do so within three months after
the expiration of one month as aforesaid". The Act
was amended in 1926 to include the exemption of any
camel that was registered, having a registration disc
attached around its neck.

The Afghans now formd themselves in an impossible
situation. They muld not afford to depasf,ue their animals
legally, nor could they afford to pay the required
regiskation fees. What many Afghans saw as their only
means of livelihood was being destroyed. Looking
back on the situation, Charlie Dadleh of Marree (a
second generation Afghan whose father owned a
small camel stud) is recorded by Stevens as having
said "the Afghans . . . hated the whites for these
destructive acts, and for having no pity on them or
their animals". h 1927 a letter was sent from the
Manee Ghan Town to the Sout} AusU:alian Govemrnent
in which the Afghans expressed their position and tried
to persuade the government to be more sympathetic
towards them. One section of the letter reads: "It
means great loss to us poor people besides our feeling
hurt as no one like to see their property taken from them
when that is all the property we have to eam our living."
It is evidence not only ofthe degree to which +

The camel gets a glinpse of the future.
Photographed by Frank Hurley at Farina, c. 1920.

Photo courtesy of the History Trust of S.A.
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the Afghans were affected, but also tle difficulties
they faced in asserting a position in society.

Rather than see their canrls desucyed, solre Afghans
tumed them loose in the desert, unlcrowingly forming
the beginnings of feral camel herds in South Australia.
For many, the Camels Destmction Acts were the
ultimate injustice and a number of those who had
not already done so left Aushalia for their homelands.
Those who remained faced tle prospect of having to
find altemative employment or gtow old amidst a
population thai was generally hostiie towards their plight.

During the 1920s and 1930s "the Afghans found
themselves in perhaps the saddest plight of their history
in Australia". Facing an age of improving technology,
Iiving in a country whose social policy of the time was
restrictive to non-white peoples, and where economic
conditions made employment hard to find even for
whites, demise seemed inevitable for cameleering and
the cameleers. The contribution the Afghan cameleers
made to the developrnent and progress of South Austraiia
has left a lasting impression, yet ultimately this was
a contribution resulting in great personal cost for
many Afghans.
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REVIEW: Peter Christopher: Paddlzsteatners and
Riverboats of the River Munay (Axiom, 2000)

Did you know that the Paddlesteamer Adelaide,
built in 1866 at Echuca and still operating from there
as a tourist vessel, is the third oldest paddlesteamer
in the world? Or that there really was a bunyip in the
River Murray :- the P.S. Bunyip, wlich went up in
flames in 1866, killing four people? Or thar in pre-
Federation times, shifting cargo from one bank of the
river to the otlrer was equivalent to exporting it to another
country and had to be supervised by a Customs officer?

These are some of the interesting snippets of
information in Peter Christopher's book, which is
not intended as a substantial history but rathet as a
concise guide to most of the significant craft on the
Murray today. It contains details of over fifty vessels,
giving each boat's dimensions, type of engine, date
and place of construction and current use, together
with a colour photograph. Interspersed are brief tales
of life on the river from the time of the early explorers,
through the heyday of working riverboats at the end
of the nineteenth century, to the present-day revival
when many of the original paddlesteamers have been
restored and a considerabie number of new ones built.

The 80-page paperback retails for $9.95 and is
available at most bookstores.

Camels Destructiou Act 1925
Camels DestructioqAct Amendment Act 1926
Irtter from Mullah Assim Khan, on behalf of Marree

Afghans, to "Governor of Adelaide", 151111927
"Afghans on the Move", Sunday Mail, 24/11/1934
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Fiona Laughton matriculated last year at St.
Dominic's hiory College and was Dux ofthe School.
She was also the 1999 Walkerville and Campbelltown
Lions Youtl of the Year and in the previous two yeirs
was an entrant in the National History Challenge. She
is at present spending a year in Japan as an exchauge
student and on her retum will begin a course in
Commerce and International Business Studies at the
University of Adelaide.
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