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Members, families and friends of the Historical Society of South Ausrratia are
invited to meet by the MULBERRY ARB0R in the Botanic Gardens at 12 noon for
a picnic Iunch on the 1awns. Bring your sandwiches and cool drinks; if you
enter by the main north gate, the arbor is on your right as y'cLr walk along
the roadway towards the kiosk {that is, it is north of the kiosk). tntroduce
yourself to our committee and we will provide you with name tags so that you
wiil all be able to "mix and mingle"; the name tags introducing yor.l to the
olhe. members of our Society. wE ALSo ExTEND OUR INVITATlON TO MEMBERS
OF OTHER HTSTORICAL SOCIETIES 1N ADELAIDE WHO MAY LlKE TO JOIN US. If
enough people join in this picnic, it would be fun in another year perhaps to
grganize an Australia Day Procession, as vas done in earlier years, and
shown to Lls on slides at our evening in the Torrens Valley dt Birdwood on
December 2nd.



Ar 2 p.m. the SuPerintendent, Mr Ken McLaren' will take us on a tour of the

c..a.iu, siro,ri.,g us points of particular hrsto-ric rnrerest. we vill also be

;;i;'';;'";; trrr-iugrr ttre Museum' of Econooic Bo!anv' !vhere apart from the

p".rn".l.i Jr.piiVsi ttrere -iit be a photograPhic disPlav ol the Gardens' 
'

Come and loin u. on Australra Day and celebrare an hl5ioric o'cdsron in d

beaJtrful 'eilinq wLth iriendly compdnions'

2, NEXT I4EET INGS,

Dr. Cattrerine Ellis, senior lecturer in Ethnomusicology at the ELder

i."."."^,.itr*, is sPeaking on aborLginal hrstory as interpreted through

;;.i.:-'!;; ;;. .1."'*".t.a- ror rlve v"ears .(untir 1e7e) t'1th the centre ror
lh.ridrnalstudl€slnMuslc.Shehasmadeagreatcontributiontothe
;il:;"|:;;';-;i uu"iig,".r curture, and is much respected. ror her work in
;;;-';;;;. a'r,.i,g*"r irstorv has not had the discussion thar it deserves in
.rl s..t",y, so tXis promises to be a fascinating evening'

,, BR0rlPl!-N-!l!-u-0!(slgu8
n Srndav. Iglh October, .rooui twPntv five People gdthercd.at rhe Gas Workq

:.:":;;-;:";;;:".--t. " .""a,.t"a tour ot ine Premises and museum' Led bv

,.., Cijr'"" il"L."v .^a fellow membe.s of rhe Cas Historical Society, the

, 
',' 

'' ",ir"" .rround the tdscindrrnq ord comPle\ drd look'd dr 'ome of rhe

i'"'..' .*r.-'--..it,n.t Ln the n-earby srreets' Hrghlights of the very
i;ii." 

";;"";". ""i.-. 
r".t at the for;er boiler houses' gas tanks and gas

..i.rl*.i i.a utensiis disPlaved in the museum' The alternoon concluded with

;.'.. ;".". and geoeral disc'ssion, with aIl participan-ts.hap^py to have been

ff: i; ;;;,;" :;J i".." about n sisnif ica;t Part of the state's industrial
hcrrlage.

Sandy Marsden

Dr- Iohn Tregenza, lhe foundation Editor of our lournal' and Curator of

;i;,";i;;i a;G;;;" at the Art Garlerv rr south Ausirarra ' wrrl speak on the

i"i""-," 1,..t, of art reldring to SoLr[h er,rstralia whlch he is comPiling with
ti.- r-r"i, of a research aisistant' The historical index uill be of

i."..aii'.'.0,J',"rr"' t. 
-p".pt. interested in manv aspects of our past' It uill

t;;i;;';;;;.s;Pr's or'".'.r' PaintLnq' dnd encompdcs works held lnterstare:
;;:,- ",,;" 

.J..rv , '""a pdinrrng" -wlll be made dccecsrble to lhe general

public loi !h€ first lime.

Meetin - Frida 5th ar 8

Fr rda 6th at

lf,

r,', , r.,. 8lh ot Novembcr w,-r' I n''rorable drv w\L'h srJrted in pouring rain
,i'1' ',.i',1- 

''n--.pu.irinq 
sun,rghr: bur tor thp thrrrv-rive mrmh''rs ot the

ii,*..r.:ii societv'who se"! olf on- the Mtnes Tour under the exPtrt direction of

ii.-'.r w"lr", it ias tremencious lun irom beginning to end'

Our lirst 5toP was at Skye where \'/e Iooked at the remains of the old

"".r"...,,,.a itone ouarries in 'rhich Cornish mioers had loiled during the

;:;:,.-: ';; 
-.";;;;;. 'iuia"n.e or rhe tl,o industries that followed the minine

2



-nrp,prjr 'q ,llll rt'ouno r. ne qro/' I 'l' """ ': :

d."Pp'al'nq lr1' 'r Dd'd ':''r 4i"pe : " \ 1 :'
oi tha ol.t minei were nev/Iy laid iorlndarlrns i-.'r rrl:r:':1:
encroa ch ing s,i bu.lr s.

The rain cea:rei as the codch drove r,.:, .Lro'.,!td to 61en asrj.:
being showr a ProiiLe .i the irll \,e werc arjcLit 'o enter, wrll -': :-:'
rhe ;xteni oI *,e working5 Lv Royce W.'lls' !e :rii dis.11Ppear:il
1.!o Wheai ,Irrk:ns, along a smalt lunnet in 1,hi:h the sldes a: ' "': 

- 
' ' :

one tighliy, ard were leve.1led lrc'm trme to i1m€ by rhe iLi.k'r::. 1::::''
Our riward ?as to see rhe qlea.rin-q silver-jead dePosits rn :1= ::
interstrce s ol rhe roof.

The drive lhrough the hiIls to Callington vds a deltght, wrlir r'rin-':"'a:l
leaves sparkling in thc b.lghi suniight. We leit the highvay, and ih. ::a"
had some troubii wiih a small vee shaped bridge as ve wound our wa,' io i:.
old Adare Mine. After freeing the coach, and a Picnic lunch by Scott C.eei,
we proceeded on foot to th€ abandoned workings. Again didgrams and naps
were provided by Royce, and he gave us a comprehensive a.corrnt of the ea.rir-
aays br tfre mine, its exteni, lts problems, and the peoPle who worked in this
ar"a for many yea.s. Unlike the copper mines a little further al6ng, rhe
Adare mine Produced silver and Lead, dnd we were a|,le to walk i'ro l)ne of
the main adits and see the galena gl1lt"'ring in lhe iorch light' and the oid
t.olley and raiLway line that had carried ore fron the cenLre oi the hill to
the crushers and furnace outside. [.ater we walked to the toP of the hi]1 anc
sa!.t the main shaft disappearing into darkness belcw. The su.rounding
country has its o!r'n special charm, and severdl PhctograPhers on the triP
have captured its isolation, sparseness and identity, as well as the old assay
house, dnd the iurnace and chimney in the valley.

Al1 in aII, it vas a
lhaok Mr Wells for
wilLingly sha red with

HeIen Pearce

5, 1lrl5 !!_l_[E__!!]rER I-[A[_XE-I

The following extracts from an unnamed motoring paper of January, 1904
appeared at the beginning of an article with the above title in the Seventh
Edition of the "Laurel ReciPe and Household Guide", Published by the Vacuum
OiI Company Pty. Ltd. The recipe book Probably dates from the 1940's and in
the introduc!ion to the article the author, Mary Arnold, exPlained: "lt may
seem rather out of piace to include a section on driving in a reciPe book.
Years ago it certainly vould have been. But not so today, when so many
women are car drivers as well as housevives."

TNVADlNG THE MASCULTNE DOMA IN

"Some of the members of the city's most exclusive set have proved themselves
daring and successful chauffeuses, and can manaqe lhe throbbing, restless
big machines in a manner which compels admiration from masculine
acquaintances .,.

"To command such a monster demands a woman who has steady nerves ...
These noisy big fellot s make so much bluster as they speed along thdt timid
women would be thrown into a chronic sutate of protestation ...

very informative and friendly day, and once again \re
his interest, enthusiaso and knowledge which he so

I

!
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"The position of a woman in a motor car tends to reveal her best points:
compelled to sit erect .,- shc preseots a picture truly gratifying, She must be
constantly on the 'qui vive' for approaching vehicles ... the tension of the
nerves sends ihe blccd in quicker circulation, thus bringing the red coloAr to
the cheeks and adding radiance to the eyes, It is regretted thar this healthy.
gloving vivacity rs hidden by the thick swathes of veils and big ovl-eyed
goggles which are worn by women drivers to p.otect their delicate complexions

"The question of this invasion into the masculine domain is causing much
comment in motoring circles. While some €xpress the opinion that motor-driving
for women is not quite feminine, n€vertheles5 many of us feel that this
evidence of independence and pluck in our wpmenfolk is very admirable, and
worthy of encouragement. 'r

6, REP0RT 0N IIECEl4BER 2ro IlEETING IN THE TORRENS VALLEY

Day-light saving in December allowed members of the Historical Society of 5.A.
to watch the colours of the sun after a varm day, and to reflect on the
bleached quarry faces and shiny roofs of the neeer subdivisions as rhe bus
climbed steadily up Anstey's Hi11. Breath-taking drops on either side of rhe
road were the scene almost to our first stop at Houghton, where several
members of the lorrens Valley and District Historical Society boarded the bus
to tell us about the sights for the rest of the journey.

lnglewood \ras so named as the result of a competitioo amonqst the workmen
buildine the llotel from !vhich the rest oi the town followed soon after.
Bredkneck Hill vith all the former dange(s of the horse and cart days has
nor^/ been reduced to a cutting, said to be the deepest in Australia when it
was constructed. Soon after negotiating this ve saw the old dirt coach road
that ted rnto MiLtbrook untiL 1918, when the township was flooded for rhe
.eservoir. Chain of Ponds on slightly higher ground escaped untit rhe 1970's,
when it was dismaotled after being considered a pollution hazard, The
cemet,rry and a few wild ga.den plants are the only memorials to the small
popu larion there,

We Crove around the to\rn of 6umeracha, pausing for a momenr at the Salem
Bapt st Church and !he Baptistery, o.ce fed by a natural spring and
surr)unded b./ a circle of oaks, and then passed the old court-house, still
?ith iarge black hinges on the double front door. Almost opposite \ras the old
butt:r facto.). that has recently been resurrected from a roofless ruin to an
Ethr,ic Ari Gallery, and a little distance further along is a restored length of
worke.s' co ages. As we left the town we all craned our n€cks io try anC
cdn:h a glimpse ol "Kenton Park", but could see no more than a certain
visttor could along the same rodd a hundred years aqo. ln the summer of
lB79 'she', "wdlked passed Mr. RandeII's place \rhere there are love'ry
tlawthorn Hedges and oaks and a great number of weeping willo\a,s close to the
wdrer, a lovely place." However, !,/e didn't have time to go, ',through the
gritss dnd dovn to the water, and find Maiden Hair fern growing atI anrongesr
ihe bushes, and nice large rocks to sit down upon under shady trees on the
bank, a d..rr little spot."

The new qrorth on the qLrm trees brightened in the gold ot rhe setting sun
behrnd us, ds we iravelled on hastLly io Birdwood where we emptied into the
chrliy ev.rnLng at the Birdwood Uigh School. Once inside the prefab Iibrary,
we soon !,,armed to the country hospitality ol the local hisrorical socrety who
provided Lrs with a refreshin\z drink ol orange juice and sand!,riches, as some
Df our members had left hurriedly from work without tea, Half an hour or so

I



was spent wanderins around the display of photos ,ind prinred nlaterrat oi
local interest. AlIan Phillips sho,red an interesting selection of sli.les he had
made from old prints of activities and scenes around Cumeracha. It was here
that our curiosity about $/hat Iay behind rh€ tangle of hawrhorn hedge* at
"K€nton Park" was satisfied, \rith vielrs of the hornestead and barn daiino
back to the 1840'sl Geoff Clark gave an interestine commentary of th;
district's history with his more recent slides of hisroric siies. lncluded in
these was a most spectacular trio of a huge dust srorn rollinq over rhe hius
in 1964.

questions and notices and a supper of more
biscuits from the local bakery with coffee. Then
Iook at the photo display, with considerably more
board the bus for the rerurn journey. Afte. only
reflections in the bus windows from the darkness
again dazzled by the bright city lights.

The €vening ended with
sandviches and short-bread
just time lor another quick
interest, before we had to
being able to see our own
outside, ve were all too soon

Ragless

7,

(a) AvaiIable from The National Trust of South Australia:

P UBL I CAT I t)NS

25th anniversary of its founding. Produced on
illustrated \rith some fine photographic plates
content, the handbook provides an interesting
"prog.ess" of the Trust, its branches, and

National Trust of South AustraIia Silver Jubilee Handbook, 1955-1980.
87 pages, paper-back, 33 plates, (4 in colour) $5.

The National Trust has produced an excellent handbook to celebraie the
good quality paper,

and well-organii.ed in
outline history of the

the accumulation of its
properties (noie numbering in the vicinity of 160).

Of.particul-ar interest are cha^pters 2 ("The First Twenty Five years',)
and 6 ("Properties"); the former giving a brief but informarive
vear-bv-vear iist of evenls takino Dlace lrom lqqq 16 lq8o ^nd rhayear-by-year iist of events taking place from 1955 to I980, and rhe
ldtter qivine valuable details ol the Trust's numerous oroDerties.giving valuable details ol the numerous proPerties.

This handbook is ideal for all those inrerested in the National T.usr in
South Australia \rho would like some more comprehensive information
about this r,rell-known organization. lf requested, the Trust will post
the Haodbook to interested persons, ho\rever, the postage cost ar this
time is not knovn.

Annely Aeuckens

Australian Woolsheds by So,,,/den. Papeiback, $12.95

"tf Australia can boast of a vernacular archilecture, then it must
surely be in its woolsheds for these buiidings have b€€n shaped by
Australian history. Over 200 photographs uith a descriptive texi whic[r
appreciates the romantic in thjs workaday herirage irom the past are
contained in this long a\,r'aited reprint."

AusrralLa s Nationdt Collectrons by Ltoyd & Sekuless. $J5.00

"A guide to Australia's invaluable art, history, and science collections.
lt deals with the developmen! of the major museums and galleries
throughout Australia. lllustrations are carefully chosen to represent
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rntporiant preces in each collection, the development and character of
ihe coliections and items relating to important eveats and change6 ili
A Lrstr.r 1i a n h istory. "

B,rtl..ck '1'eams: The Building of a Nation by Olaf Ruhen. $16.95

"tsuIlock power and rnuscle built the Australian states - gave thenr
enrrty and ihe potential for independence. Toiling teams linked the
setrlements before roads existed, and transported wool fron outback
stations to the ports in journeys that sometimes took a year, or more.
Bullocks shaped the face of the usable country, built the roads and
railways, serviced the mines, delivered the timber and made possible
the early exploitation of the riches the continent had to offer. This is
their story."

P amphlets:

"B,,ildings in dnd a,ound Adelaide, Two
A l] mile wdlk dovn \orrh Terrace dnd
nile walk ihrotlgh North Adelaide, with
lhe main historic points of interest.

King William Street, and a l:
brief informatioo given about

(b)

- "Rochdale Nature Trail"
- "Coilingrove i the Barossa Valley"
- "Brief History of Beaumont House"

A1I of the above publications are available from The National Trust of
South Aust.alia Office, Ayers House, 288 North Terrace, Adelaide, 5OOO.

Available from The Australian Conservation Foundation:

The World of Olegas Truchanas, ]44 pp. 10" x 11", Ha.dcover, $29.50

"This superb volume is a success story in Australian publishing. The
sale of 25,000 coples in five editions has placed it high on the
best-seILe. list. lts rapid disappearance from even the targest
bcoksellers has sometimes made it difficult to find.

The Australian Conservation Foundation is proud to announce Lhat it
has published a sixth edition of this classic work, r^,ith an offer to
s€nd it directly to you, pqst free.

An impressiv€ 10" x 11", this volume, printed on heavy qualiry art
paper and cloth-bound, conlains a magnificent collection of Olegas'I'ruchnnas' photographs. 44 fulL colour plates, many in fult page and
doubLe page size, depict the original Lake Pedder, the Wesrern Aithurs,
the Cordon River, and other maqnificent ptaces in the South-West. A
number of Truchanas' superb salon monochromes are printed full-page
size, together with explanatory maps, and a memoi. of ihe life's uoak
and achievements of this ourstanding photographer-co.servationist. Ihe
L.rke Pedder plates alone make this book a collector's it€m.

For more than twenty years, otegas Truchanas, Lithuanian-born'ta5(ndnian, waged an unceasing campaign againsl ignorance, apathy
and rnisunderstanding and the gradual alienation of \rhat nou remalns
one of the world's last great primeval regions. He was a bushm,ln
extrdordinaryi endowed with physical, mental and spiritual powers on€
finds in men of the callbre of a Scoit or a Hillary. Thls qilted man
was also a master photographer. A modes! man, he navertheless
regarded his photographs as compelling evidence of rhe beauty of these

5
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2.

3.

4.

5.

5.

1.

8.

(c)

By 1971, aware of the imminent 
_desrruction of Lake pedder by ilooding,Olegas re-doubled his efforts ro _save the rhreatened v;rs or theSouth-West wilderness. tn october. 1979 the threai *"i- rr.a.''prafi. l"the Hydro-Electric Commission's. t.:e -uirii". 

al'ir.. ' o." of,i=.r; ;;..1,.;1three maior rivers rFcludino the Gordon. i, -"".' 
,r"'id,".-''river thatOlegas lost his life in 1972.

Those who alreadv own rhis hook or-who saw the award-winning A.B.C-"A Big Counrry, feature ,,Sprrrr of OIegas,, .,rr- i".iqn'i'i"' ,r,u, rn"legacy of th,s man wiu ue a po*errui rili".";; t,";".t"i,'jr, ,. .",.Australia 's last rrild rivers.,,

Available at $29.50 Dosr free from A\rstratian Conservation Foundation,5728 Glenferrie Road, Hawrhorn, Vicroria 3122.

Reprinting of Ms. Susan Marsden's ',Hislglical cuidelines,,

Ms, Marsden's ',Historical Guidelines,,, produced under the SouthAustralian State Historic preservarion 
.pIan ind .","pf"t.a -i" 

May, t980,wilt soon be made availabte frorn _Lhe eU.i!i.ai .a"a- 
Ui.,j'lr" n"t,..Administration, 43 Eullarton Road, Ken-r r.".i-iaz' o?iir 'ii1'"'" ."r, 

"rapproximately $5. The book contains 167 p"g". u"a-l-.pp-..,ar*"., unohas 3 main chaptersi ,,Historicar. .ont.it'inJ il."..i i.-'.ill."*.*,,,"Guide to sources of information.. ."a ,.nu.or.".,ali io" 
",,. 

" i t. ri.",chaprer provides dn imDorrahr .hronologicar ;;i;;';;;;;.;.i" events rnqourh Ausrralid's histoiv. white_ rr," !"..ra- .r.,rpi.. "g',"11"',t 
" .."o".information as to the locarion ot virdl source materidl. mosr o, whrchcan be found in the S.A. Archives.

(d) List of Main Articles from the',Torrens Va 11

"Yoiks Tally-Ho',; Extracts
Gumeracha - Pt. 2

Historical
Pioneers of the Torrens Vatley; ListAdvertiseoents. of. Members; Old
Back to Mt. Torrens c.h06l. 

. 
pioneers of the Torrens Va ey.

3:lr"::.i" Ii.l:l.i s. sch;oi Annrversdry; 's;i;,- 
c";;i".",

from early Ne,rspapers; Salem Cemerery-
Old Adverrisemenrs; pioneers of the District, ploughing Matches:Salem Cemetery - p t.3
sand's & MLDouea]]'s Directory.:. The Beginnrng ol li/rt?tc,s;Publications held by SocLery; Nev MembersBlumberg - Earty Settlcmenr; lg55 Drrecror. _ pr,,_1..--^. u.-.--Blumbers - Earlv
Kenlon Vallev ChL

Sand's &

:: . _19s1. ?i1..1"., ^_ 
Blumberg; Hlstory ofKenlon Valley Church; Beginning of wiretesi pt, i.

I::i.,1^^rrgl._.-.:_-Minrng".in ir,u _ sa. oi 'riringu; 
churche:: orHoughton, Paraconbe & I"nglewood: LL.i .r-c.".1".i.7

il:ll"jls" - :,:,-d. .Yrnrns ^rdentiries;. 
Hisro.ical u.iu. _ c,,,"".u.r,.

ll:,-"1. r:i,l:l,,..lLrrch"; B_rumberj u.ii"a lr".,".iv 'ilo,;,i'i;.j:.n{satem) Baptist Church; Blumberg urLted trornLeriy 
-n"r,,.,i 

tr,,ji.n
:^."ljTi .:^i. y)l1!..ook and p araf omb" ; a namur.', n.lJ'itl J,.'"' "i*"*

10.
11,

in 1923; New Members 'rsqL luaLee LreeK
A. Sumner Holiday ar Cudlee CrFek; Kersbrook Church of ChrLstwhen Birdwood had a FaLrwav; _c_lT..1lrr, n"ii""vi' ;i. 'i..."..
Cemetery Transcr Iprion; Ausrralia 1788-1C88: ,r n,"..,,-l^, il' ,,,'l'Earry Locar Newipaper. ".d rh. i;"p,;i'.;,,;:;.;;l; li;,"i::..|n"seat of Cumer,rcha tB57 t95tt p."se.,ot,on .i -B';,i;.i;l' 

oiExceptional Architecrural or Hisrorrc tnreresf in the torrens Vluev.
Note: Annual
Gsues $r.50
Editor, Mr. A.

Subscrrprion to rhe Journ,rl rI issuesl SZ.dO,ea.h.. AII copies are' in prrnr dnd av.ritdL.ePhillips, Gould Ptace, Cudlie CreFk,52.rz. -'
Separa te

from The
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8, HILABALAN6AI.00 - Nnrunr Resenvr on *ie l,lunnav (Nnrronal Tnusr)
"T raveI Ii n q dlong the Sturt High,ray from Berri towards ienmark Jou ,,ri11s uddenly:.1":.."ry dron d tarqe norrcc bodrd i^ ,r,"- ,.lrU-'^"t::".:;,j
,:il:,",:.,""..,., Flo.d dnd Fauna - yuseLrm ea.re.,,"- n..)' _ un,.,n." zoo

Do nor pass by this lovelv resprve. lt is some!,/here ro spend an alternoon, ordt ledsr an hoLr rc rwo. you couid .p"nd u';i,;i;';;r'],r"lll," "

ji;"5",T;:, jlr,:l*::,:1:",T:aisr-,,t1e pr1:e or the red, yeilov, and brownstones", and on a sunnv n^y ,r,. ..g';i;;.."; :;j",1;;. ovelrov, 
and brown

greenness and corour ;i--;t' ;;.,0. and ftower:s an.l rh- xi.,r. ll_"-.:r]rt.,:, ,1.grFenness and co,our of the .hrubs and01 ioe shruDs and ower:s and the birds 
"i"gi"g .Xt"-.iil- !i".... of rare beaury. coverrng an 

".." .f l0o ;;;,:;::".10-O.hccrares tog"-tt.; 
"iih ihouse, it was glven to' tt. 

-Nu. -'" together with a
has been in rhc ","- ^, ."- "^:::"""1 ]rust.ir 1956^ by Miss J.A: neiners ini
L".,"olT ;: ,,1,? :"-*,,:'::.-1:;;f.:lt.;I 

',.;:.'i#r.",,#::: 
,{ ^; Ji,j}ilj ,1"11it is to be left in its natu.at rs a proviso that

r.auna and frora re<."_. ,"-., ,"::.,^., -T9 ,the branch is ae"eropi"g ii_ as- a*rauna and flora reserve. *,", r,.""'*"]i.-.a''iL#'i..,,,.il"":;:.fl:H"ti.:
[]:""",,T, 

,""c^]h.,:..:,,n,..^..T._i::f1".caretaker quu;i;,; *,iu}l il.. and Mrs.

rduna ano irora reserve. Thev 
-have 

worked hard . .;k"-i;;.-il;:".i.i"" :,nuseum roge iher wirh ,omfortatle carei^k.r
ex hib i ts.:J;:;i1. ""- 1ive. rhey .,,ri"irv--"i"."'";;;;;:'";h;lj;;. IJ; ..X"r,IT.,l:

the

Part .of the land is on the southern side of the main BerriOn .the orher side it stretches right back i. 
- 

tir" 
-'i.i"".. 

ireached from rhe river. A pledsan"t l5-mlnure r,r;lk ';;;.leads you up the clltf and to rhe homesread.

Plants in Proiusion

yli:.,:i:,..1,:i,"X".:,":r;- era,ii:s 
-the_^-b.:inch 

has..been abre to updare the:::::::",^r.:-s^".11:.. .y"te"i a. a cesurt, masnrficenrsrowlns in profusion_ A fa,na enciosu.. ..* L"-i"i.l J".,i""1.kangaroo,. a peacock, pheasan!s, qulnea fowi. rurkFvq

native plants are
a wallaby, a red

rowing in profusion_ - 
A fauna

; ; i;:.;;:d ","#ll il'[; o,'r"ii' ""::".' 
"F 

:'.;'.,.?w 
I, t u rk e v s, and a much prized

liT',.1,":-,::',*,L":u'."1j,':"0:":,""'.'^1Y'.^1i"1: .^1, ,,L\ile * the river rrontage
venor^,-.. In one nr^.. .-,, .ti::t1"- clirfs of brilliant oranges, reds andyelrow-.. 1n one p1ace, ".ia ,r,i."-,ig.;;l:"";'.,",i;::"::""TJ.;:J".;f; 

;:oonests of the botrteneck swaltovr. The _.ik" ar. "rr .i.'"^^Iilr"'swdrlov. l,he-wdtks are alI signposted, and rhe branclihas pro.luLeo d tirrle brochure rnar )nctudes a meD uirhLnar )ncr-udes a map \./ith places of specialinterest marked in. There are also lrsrs ot rhe animals. hi..l. .-i -L-..._trees native to the area.

a map \./ith places of spec ialanrmals, birds and shrubs an<j

Tl-e displ.y rooms in the horesread dre ser up as d dinrnq room, tiving roomdnd bedroom wirh vatuable vicrorrdn .rdrnish,ig.-. a-, i,i;ii". room diqprays aco,,.crion of edrly phorosraphs of the ai.i-i.i '",ii'.i.,ir,i"lii.r.oo,. 
0"",._

Souveni.s are sold, includtns bcoor d.nks ;;;';;;:i;;;i ""r',::l'.',' rX"j"t;Tn;"T ,l;
Lll"1"-1,.g.,:.- v/etcomes visirors daily from ro.oo'o-.-,. ".ruesdavs and Fridavs. Entrv i" eo-."'it.';;; ";;r;: .";[',o'"..i;!',i.'ii,i,a"l'"'.i]4.00 
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p.m., except

(Extracr from The Narional Trust of S.A. Newsletter, December, 1980. )e. lI4lE,A8eutE!_ApMr --.-,-".-,-

to Renmark road.
cliffs and can be
mooring your boat

coloured cliffs, and
the grounds and

J,1",""::tl'i":::,,1:3",p"iJ.i:"]1.1'::"i""'1"' or the hiEtorrcar records or our
oriLc"s, p.,,.i"' i"ji"ra,^i; 'J"". "j/;"j::11;".; .;J:"f""I*::l:,,'::: 

:,:i!:churches and busioesses, ttie are hoping ih"i'-nr";;";. i.r,a " r.t.na. or yo,.,.



Society will assist us in expanding our collection by advtsing us of the
existance of records or by encouraging those with lrholn you come in contact to
deposit records with the Archives.

Personal records such as dlaries, letters, photographs, research material,
cuttings books and maps are .ich sources of information on the histey of
South Australia. The Archives would welcome the deposit of historically
interesting material of this kind, vhether it relates to our early years or
more recent events and exPeriences.

The Archives has facilities for repairing, binding and storing records
is only when records are preserved under these ideal conditions can
ol use to future as rrrell as current researchers-

and it
they be

I
I

t

a

tn 1986 we celebrate our sesquicentenary. This is an important event for all
South Australians. Vith this occasion in nind we hope that you will give
serious consideration to the deposit of documents of historical value with the
State Archives.

directed to the Principal Archivist, Archives Brahch,
Australia, Box 419, G.P.O., Adelaide 5001.

Enquiri€s should be
State Library of South

10, ARTICLE

SOlTlL ALs@ by R.L. Heathcote, Murray
ne, SchooI of Social Sciences,

Flinders University)

Reprinted from Australia 1888, Bulletin No. 5, September 1980, pp. 9f-f13

South Australians in 1888 had lived throu-qh seve.al years of vhat their
successors, 90 years later, would know as the steady state €conomy. During
the 1870s the surge of settlement into the northern wheatlands had added
nearly two million acres (over 8O0,000 ha) to the cllltivated lands of the
province and pushed the agricultural frontier nearly l50 miles (240 km)
northeaids of its limit in f869, (I) ln no other part of Australia lras
wheat-growing land so close to the seaboard and so readily converted into a
marketable staple. Three years of severe droughts from l88O to 1882 put an
end to the northwards surge of wheat farming. Surveyor-general Goyder's
celebrated "Iine of rainfal1" abolished by Parliament in 1874 as the outer
limit of land available for credit seLection, had been vindicated by the three
years of disastrous \irheat yields, For many decades later Goyder's line was to
be deeply engraved in the minds of politicians, administrators and rural
South Australians. Good seasons returned in the mid- and late-eighties, but
climatic uncertainty became an accepted part of rural Iiving and attention
was slowly directed to the institutiondl and technological adjustments needed
to cope with it.

Although South Australians had celebrated the jubilee of their province in
1885 vith considerable satisfaction the economic indicators of the late eighties
\rere generally dep.essing, whether cne observed the increasing numbers of
urban and rural unemployed or noted the tabl€s of the annual offical
Statistical Register. The stream of British capital which fllowed into Australia
aurine--ilE-itB0s largely by-passed South Australia and moved on to new
resource frontiers in pastoral Queensland and Ne!, South WaIes, to the
Queensland gold mines and sugar farms and into government railways in
Victoria and Nev South Wales. (2) Crown land sales, which had provided rhe
funds for railway constructioo in Eouth Australia during the seventies,
slumped with the end of the wheatlands expansion. Revenue for rural Iand
sales, rents and interest on credit selections feII from f748,000 in 1881 ro
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rl8ure 1. SettleDents and ra1leays, 1888.
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t319,335 in 1888. (3) ln response, South Australia, which preceded the orher
Australian colonies into the long end-of-century depression, sho\red yet again
its capacity for innovative social experiment by being the first colony to ievy
income tax in 1885. The total of purchas€d [dnd !,/as ar a peak of 10.-t million
acres (over 4 millioo ha) io 1883 bur fell ro 9.1 mitlion icres (3,683,e00 ha)
in 1888, as farmers on the margins of the seltled areas forfeited their credit
selections or converted them to Ieases.

Wool, \rheat and copper made the staple trilogy which accounted for 58 per
cent of exports. (4 ) Stable output and generally dectining prices spelled
economic stagnation and reduced income, ln i888 wheat prices-had fallen by a
third of 1883 values. On rhe London market prices for Adelaide greasy Jool
between 1885 and 1888 were typicatly down by one-fifrh on the-retuins of
1879-84. As an economy measure rural production data was not couected in the
four years before 1889-90 but in that year the returns sho,.,ed that theprovince's sheep numbers had been stable for a decade at just over 5 million.
Cattle numbers had increased from some 250,000 to 324,0b0, mainly in rhepastoral interior. Wheat yields fluctuated with the seasons but the'five_vear
running ,mean trended dorrnvards from,a provincial average ol 9 bushels'per
acre (3,6/ha) in the mid sevenries ro 6 bushels 12.l/ha) by rhe late eighties
and \rere not to climb again untll f9O3-05, when rhe ;ffects of the- new
technology of superphosphate, fal1o,,/ing and new varieties became manifest.(5) Copper prices-on the London market rose in 1888 to t82,93 per ron
compared with 145.55 for the previous four years, but the rate of ore
production at South Australia's only substantial surviving copper mines at
Kadina and Moonta on Yorke Peninsula fell more rapidly than the rise in
prices. As a mirror of economic trends South Australia's pcpulation, estimated
at the end of IBBB as 321,1,97, had shoun a net gain of only 862 for theyear. Since 1883 it had increased by only 1.1 per ient per annum despite a
high birth rate, _Net emigration, mainly to Victoria and New South Wales, in
18BB was almost 6,000 p€opie or nearly 2 per cent of the population at the
beginning of lhe yedr. (6)

lf there was much cause for gloom - and the gloom was not to be lifted until
after 1900 - there \ras some consolation for those who remained in South
Austialia during the decades of stagnation. Settlement had a geographic
compactness, rare in lands of new settlement. Most South ,qustraliani lived in
a fairly evenly settled zone from 100 to t50 km wide and 370 km north ro
south. Some 2400 km of railway had been built at a cost of C1O million and,
although wheat was only charged 2id per bushel per 50 miles (81 km) and
heavy goods ld per ton per mile up to 50 miles (81 km), the system returned
a profit to the government in 1888 of 5.2 per cent of its investment after
payment of expenses and interest. There x/ere some 2,000 miles (3220 km) of
macadamised roads and few farms in the s€ttled areas were more than a dav's
retu.n dray ride from a coastal jetty or railway siding. For every f6OO
people South Australia had (: miles (7.2 km) of raiiway opined comparJd vith
2 miles {3.2 km) in Victoria aod New Sourh Wales. Some J2O miles (5tZ tm) of
navigable traterway were available on the Murray River but as the South
Australian lands fringing the watervay were virtually unoccupied the Murray
was- valuable principally as a means of channelling some of the Darling wooi
trade through South Australian porrs.

Outside oi Adelaide there \re.e some 310 surveyed towns, 265 of them in rhe
main cenlrai zone of settlemenr. Although some of th€se sites remained simply
surveyors! pegs and not all could prosper,. the close pattern of town siie!
ensured that rural South Australians had access to cornmercial. retail and
social services with a minimal degree of travel hardship that must have been
rare on the New WorId frontiers of the nineieenth century. The d.ift of
unemployed uorkmen into Adelaide was probably one of ihe reasons \rhy
Adelaide developed so comprehensive a sek/age system during the eighties:
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Remainder ot SA

Wesi Coast

New settled

Sigure 2.

South Easi

Old settled

Adela;de urban

Percentage of South Australian Population living
1n selecled areas at 19th century cens'rses'

I)esDLte the earlier onset of the dePression, Perhaps life in Adelaide vas
i.-r."tfr more Dleasdnt and healthy than in unse!'cr€d Melbourne' Indeed
tt 

" 
- HaniUook lor the JubiLee Exhibition claimed lhat the system of

undcrg=o,rnd -araLnage 'renders it the most delightful PIace of residence in
eusrralLa'. (7)
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POP ULATION

ln.18a8 the average South Australian was native bo.n, about 20 years of 1ge,
and lived within a day's travel of Adelaide. Furthermore, at birth he co;ld
exp€ct to live 54 years, (8) which was marSinally long-^1 15un his counteqpart
in New South Wales, and nearly 10 years ionger than his cousin in !he United
Kingdom. (9) Only a quarter of a century ea.lier South Australia,s total
popula-tion was 50 per cent smaIIer, spatially more concentrared, and 62 per
cent foreign born. Major population changes in both numerical and spatial
terms occurred in a very short span of tlme, clearly reflecting the European
colonists' enthusiastic attempts to rescue the land 'from a state of nature,.(r0)

Population Change

Between IB4l and 1891, the colony's population grew from 14,610 ro 315,212.
However, the decade lBBf-91 marked-the termination of the era of rapid and
sustained population growth, and for the first time the coiony sufiered a
signif_icant decline in population in 1885 when there \ras a net migrarion loss
of 7,693 people.-During the remainder of the 1BBos the trend of o;trmigration
continued, and like a barometer of internal economic conditions refleited a
procession of droughts and the departure of disillusioned farmers and niners
to more prosperous parts of Australia. Even with substantial out-migration,
1886 and 1888 were the only t'ro years of rhe decade shoving a de;tine in
South Australia's population, which had until then continued to grow, albeir
slowly as a consequence of buoyant birth rates (38 per rhousand in 1BB4-85).

Despite the rapid northwards dispersion of settlers during the 1860s and
187Os, South ALrstralia's population remained highty conaentrated in the
Adeiaide urban area and the old settled 'core, Iands, which together ar the
time of the 1891 census contained 68 per cent of the colony,s p;puiarion but
covered only 2 per cent of its area. Although urban Adelaidets sha.e of
population declined until 1871 there ,/,/as never any loss of population in
absolute terms for the city merely grew at less than the average aate for the
colony. During the 1870s and tBB0s rhe ride turned when an-,imptosion, of
population from the surrounding rural areas, especially the old Ia;ds of the
Central Hill Country, brought speculation and subdivision mania ro AdeIaide.(f1) Fluctuations in the grouth oi Adelarde closely fonowed economic
conditions in the rural periphery (12) and the I881 91 decenniat increase of
nearly one third in the city's popularion heralded an era of sready urban
growth in contrast to general agricultural dep.ession and rurdt popuLation
decline. There are several limiting factors preventing the precise aeiinttion ol
the ar€a and size of 'urban Adelaide' during the nineteenrh century. {13)
Accordingly data used in the compilarion of a. population total for urban
Adetaide in Fig. 2 are drawn from municipal corporations and selected district
councils at each census. At th€ end of the 1880s Adelaide urban area
contained more than 30 times the population ol Port prrie, the next largest
centre in the colony.

Under the srimulus of agriculture and minerals the new settled arrds
accounted for a constantly increasing percentage of South Austraiia,s
po_pulation -during the Iate- nine'e"nrh cenrury, ris.ng irom 2.1 per cenl rnl86i ro 20.6 per cenr in I88l. By l89l rnrs grovrh, whrcl- h.rd O-..r, r.r;"ly ,rrthe expense of the older settled core lands, had abated, and rhe propcriron otthe population living in rhe new sertLed lands fell by I per cenr on rh. LBglfigure. The rather coarse measure of intercensal poputation chaneu disquis.s
the onset of out-migr_arion from the drought stricken norrhern couniic:j .lu.Lnq
the early and mid 1880s. However, if thi surrender or forferr of i.5 miuionacres (607,000 ha) of purchased Iand norrh or County Stanley by r88i is any
indication then the exient of this movemenr musr hdve been sutsranriai. itZ)
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Mednwhile, the creation of new counties on the West Coast had drawn Pioneer
farniers out from ahe nucleus of settlemenl around Port Lincoln, but in
absolute terms rhe population changes in that Part of the colony were small,
the t.ro countres lo the norih of Counry Flinders gaining only 395 inhabitants
berveen 1881 and i89I. ln the South East population growth was never
dramarLc, and !he reqrcn conLalned 5 Per cent of Soulh Australia's PoPulation,
rhe 5arne shdre aE in l86I, indicaling a steady groi,th rate of about the
colonial average. A notable excePtion was County Buckingham which
experienced an increase of 115 Per cent in rts poPulation, mainly due to the
no;thwdrd movement cf settlers to\rards the ne!r'ly constructed
Adela i de-M elbourne railway Iine, (15) Beyond the counties the Pastor:aI areas
exDe enced a decline from a maximum share oi South Australia's poPulation of
ov;r 2 per cent in 187l to 1.5 per cent in 1891. Significantly, where the
macsrns of safe aqrlculture hrd been overstepped in the Northern Pastorai
arvr-sion popularion fe11 by 24 Per cent during the 1881-9I intercensal Period.

At a general level it is Possible to identify at least four major poPulation
f1o\,s ;ccurring in 1888. These \rere a limited but g.ot'/ing migration to the
ne\,/ frontier a;eds in the west and east of the colony; the onset of retreat
fron lhe marginal no.thern agricultural and pastoral lands; 'imPlosion' of
population froh the old agricultural areas of the burgeoning urban centres,
noiablv Adelaide, Mount Gambier, and the mineral towns of Port Pirie,
Wallr,rto, Moonta and Kadina; and Perhaps of greatest significance, out-
migration from South Australia as a whole to the other Australasian colonies
,n"d orers"u". DesPite the slowdo'rn in growth, this was primarily a period of
major popuiarion redistribulion induced by changing economic circumstances.

Population densiiy in 1891 clearly reveals the - pattern of population
concentraticn in a narrow norlh-south belt sand'riched betueen the sea on the
,*,est dnd the Mt. Lofty Ranges in the east, and extending over 200 miles (320

km) to the head of Spencer Gulf. The core of this belt was County Adelaide
which had a density of t32 peopte per square mile (about 8llsq' km) in 189I.
However, this figure is somewhat misleading, for the rural areas of the
County !rere heavily weighted by the population- of urban Adelaide vhich ha'i
in some wards densities in excess of 15,000 inhabitants per square mile (c.
9,300/sq, km). Surrounding County Adelaide' the old settled agricultural aJId
mining areas of Counties Hindmarsh, Sturt, Light, Stanley' DaIy and Gawler
roeeth;r ,,/rth the more recen!1y settled counties of Victoria, Frome and
Da"lhousre had population densities of between 5.1 and 20 persons per square
mile (c. 3-12,/sq. km)' County Bu.ra, an area of population decline since its
mrning boom in- the 18505, was the Ieast densely PoPulated.of the old-settl€d
o."uui i,, 189i with 2'3 Persons Per square mrle (I-4,/sq. km). ExcePt for Grey
in the South East the remaining countLes contained less than 5 inhabitants Per
sauare m1I€s (c. 3/5q. kml. AImost all of the West Coast except for a small
oocket around Port Lrncoln, and most of the east and south east of the
iolonv, could be consrdered virtuaLly uninhabited' Beyond the counties in the
pasio;al drstricts, population deosity figures are not very meaningful due to
ih" ,a.t u.ea. and smaIl PoPuIations. with the exception of the South East'
Fenner's observation that Population distribution in South Aus!rali
'reltei of the rainfall' (16) is strongly suPported by the density of the
Eu ropean population in 1891.

Abor ig lnal Population

Not surprisingly the distribution of aborigin,rls was- aLmost the oPposite of
ihat ol the E-uropean popLrlation' A5 in other desirable Parts of the continent
ihe abLrrigincs of South Aust.aIia had been Pushed before a relentless wave of
turopran pioneers who grossly outnumbered them. (17) During the i8B0s it
.""rea uniitety that the aboriginals would survive Iong as a race' Though
data is limited and certainly incompleie for the more remote ar€as of the
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interior. there is tittLe doul't th3r by 1891 there were n: ::'::i - ': 
_ ;

iiil''i"i.r"ii. er"rni, ""a ontv l'3 rn the oid-sertle'r. arccs -' :'i' -i'- - '

i','',n."-a--,f,. L,e('plier). <' p"r'-cenr of ihe recorded lborir:1'1 :!::"!lrii€rt
;;""'d-" .;;" t i;- ,i.- 

"""it'"' 
ln areas of Limited economic'

;;.*""';, ".a 
I r"rn"' Ii Pe' cent was located on ihe \{e' ::3-':- i r -

lSql .ensus the total e umerrted aboriqinal popu-lation was 3'"131' a '"' 
_:

i]di2".1"." i'dar.-iler and unlv u ritii" o"i' '10 per cent or th'!' e:r:-:':-:
0." u''.p-,n f'0uldrron oi lo'Joo /l9l

Pooulat!on Structure

At the ciose of the 1880s the colony h3d a relatively y'uthtul Pop'jin'i3n
structurei nearly 40 Per cent of the do"rth Australians were under 15 ve3rs 'i
.;;:-';;J,l".i,au brrth rate had fa'l1en oniv slightlv to 34 per thousand in

is=gd. 
"iii,, The rmpdct or ldrqe scalc o,t-migrarion ,ds . aPparent onlj- ro d

iiiL.a"-"*,""i i" ihe selectiv? depletron of -maIes in ihe 15-19 and 20 21

i'jii.t.. G"l.,r.!r.ss, the coloflt ltiil hdd an excess ol. males over reorales' d

;il:J;;";;.';h;;o.t..i't,. 'hrch 
pe'rLsr"d rhroushoui the ninFieenth ceniurv'

:;i;:',;T";;"';;;'-r'ua .ontin,r"a tro'n- a peak in 1816 when there

;:='";';, - ';,,=;? 
r,JrJ maies Per r00o r''mates r2i\

A comDarison of the poPulalion age-se ( structure oi four 
, 'onlrasting 

areas

l'#'iJ."','':.j""":'ll: t"'-*:"".,.,11',,,1"""3i',,11 i".T:fl'"I#;,.'''":l,il"";"111Northern Pdstorai drvlslon ' r€

i"r.to ti" cornti.,, nu6 u'" 6verwhelming PrFdominancF ^r males YhJ

""i""*t"..a 
females by more rhan two ro one. Almost half the population was

;.;;:;;-io-";e :o y"."r. "r 'g"' 
una there were 879 children under the age or

four vears to every 1,000 vroir." "r 
child bearing age, suggesting that tie

'"".X1".ii- i"-iit,, ..i" -r* tt'it area was velr above that for the coLonv' Bv

:.';;.';;,. 
,';;' 

il.l" ;ld settred alricultural core lands which countv Liehr
..,^.ti-.1 rpm^le\ orrtnrmberea -naiis mdtnly as d consequcnce 'f rhe selecitve
:l.l':::i,,I^;" ,'" ^,.' ..r.. ae'd berq"en l5 and 29 seektne enPlovmenr in
:"^-:' "="^'.::;",; "'".,.'"i in" coionv. rhe departure cr mdrridse'dse males mav

;::;,"1i;-""';;.,'t;;,;"';"1";'"Li io' rarit or chrrdren unde' iolrr vedrs or

:;:'1"."i"",:i";-;i-i;'v";;'-; Lighf compared with the colonv as 1 \rhoie'

ln County V ctor,.r. d rore recently 5erlled rdPidly {rIouing.'rrrd' tl'e Inllu'/
;i ;;;;;' "ie;i"t., 

especrdllv males rn tn" 2a'21 3nd 25 29 "ec qrouP t' rc

."ii"* 
-t" t'r." p.p"l"ii." P;ofile' There was a similar Patiern in Adelai'18

i',r)'"r,ir"rir a'mLlor airrdrence existed in that it was one ol the few part-'
uhcrP remare rn-miQrarron erceeded male ln mlqr 'tron mdinl'

:'."i: ;;;;..;;;.; "i 
; drversir! or )obs.L'ndvd.irdbre.-crseuher'' Iho crrv'

lunctron dt a .ollection po'nt und favoure'l locatron for mLgr' r's rs l'rrlhFr
."""".i"a-t, lhe fact that rnore than 40 per cent of its rcsidents we'e born

lIifi'"'ir d,,ii- e,J."ii". rhe cirv s PoP'rdtion Yu: "'.': 
rdr'rre th4n rn"5t

.,,t'..- '.''" 
cf the coronv ard onli 2/ per <ent .oi. irs. totdl PoPulatlon r''-

:l::" 'i. '"*.. .r ..re r'..q. z6 per' cenr' Lhlle tho<e above o0 v':r"'
;;;;;..;i J,"i" tr,." 5 p-er cenls A' J Per cPnti. Ir i5 no surprrse'

it-r"i"1o.., that the ratio of children under fivc to females of fertile ree was

;;;';i';i"'iord".i in the colonv' As well as a reIsrIvelv, low birth rate' in[ant
lrlol,tot'tv ,n Adelatoe wr' ?erhaps lhe hrghes' 'n^'o'rlh A' trdlid "nd 'her'

i;' i,;ii" 
"a.'ui -il'", in manv 

'FsP<cr-- 
rhi c'tI 'i^',^ an unrdvo'rr1bl'

"""t.""In"",-i.-,fte 
rearing of young chrldren rn the Lrre 1880s '(22)

l. the fiftv vears from !he .olonisatlon ot South ArtstrdLia in 1'qi6 'ould b'
.!rr'.i ir,..''""'- "i 

..p,a srosrh dnd lcP'' 'rr 'n JL 
"o1 "', 

rr'"n rr' - ' i li" '
",l.,rr.a " nevr era ol oopu rrLon red15tr ibL 'on Jn I rmr'l' " n I i'' ur'' n

]'.t"rr.""wir".."' ar.i.u ,ri"'l860s and i870s the frontrrrr hr(l hr'i' ih'r L'od'1

l.i-of no.rfr".n ,,rhear'iands, by the IBSOE rn i sense rt hn,1 .nrvc(! hick t.r thtr

;;s;'';'ii; "'ban 
areas. Tire prstoralr:r had htcn or)tcLl rrom hL' Lr:;rircn
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ds oioneer dnd wds tePtdced bY the
ther; tL(Les ds dominant 'nodrfieri

THE REG1ONAL MOSAIC

land speculator and builder \rho earned
of the landscape from suburbanisation

ln terms ol density of settlement and degree "f. -h""" tmPact on lhe
ii"a...r. South Australia rn IBBB could be divided into th'ee kinds of
;;";a;;i ,h" settled Areas, the Pastoral lnrerior and the EmPty Lands-' The

EmDtv lands vere of two tvpes: (1) the interior deserts which, apa't from a

;J;r,1".y, higl,way "nd'mrninq set'leme,lrs 'nd tourists on sdfari' remaln
.1."" .n 'emptv: ani unmodified todav as 90 vears ago' and (2) the mallee
;;;;l;";-,'na' ("attr lands of interioa Evre PeninEuld' the Murrav Basin and
(dnaa-.o r.ldnd. AlthoLgh 'xpcriencing d moderdre wrnrer railfdll ihe

r..Jir"ir""'1, -anoy soii-s ot rhese dieas were severFly imPoverrched of

;;;;'";it "r. orle';d poor 3nd pdrchv grdzlng for the pdsrordlist' Thelr
;;;.i;;;..; had to await tvo larei vayes of agrtc'ltural colonisation betveen

lgoo .nd i920 and 1945 and 196C.

The Seltled Areas consisted of a number of sub-regions: an oLd settled core' a'
i.i"ri ;i-;Usettled wheatlands and three outliers on Evre Peninsula' the
..rlii." ,i, of Krnearoo lsLand and in the Southeast' Settlement density and

c.o"oni. .trnp'e^Lty decltnFd urrh drslance from AdeldLde'

AdelaiCe and the rural iands 'rhich had been sold and settied before 1865

f..m"a a core area occupying the mosaic of smali Plains' basins' hi11s and

""il.,, .f tne Mount fofLy n-unge' extending lrom the South coasl northwards
,. ,r." ,o"nr ot CIare ;nd BJrra. Ihe oPen eucalyPt woodldnd' the deeP

..a-1..-. loam soils, annual rainfalls generally exceeding 20 inches (580 mm)

,"a if," r..ay access to sea had invited early settlement'- T-his had been the
if..,i".a of'commercial wheal farming in AustraLid and birthPlace of the
*..i""i."r \rheat stripper. Railways h,d been burlt to the 5'3" (c' 160 cm)

sauae rn conlrasr ro-in" *o." chiaply constructed 3'5" lc- t07 cm) gauge of
:;';.,;.,;; uhp:ilan.ls of the Souiheast. Rural tand had been surveyed
t"i t"ffr''."-gO-..re and later in 160-acre (32 65 ha) allotments' encouraging
;';"".ir" ot smatt-scale tdrmrnq whi'h could not be economrcally sustained
,n".'.",i.,"., cropping led to d;clrning whedi yields and largcr trnirs of land
.orria U" ottuinua-Ly -c.edit p,..rrchase on the northern frontier' ln th€' bumPer

South Australian harvest year of 1879-80 the seven counlies of the Core Area
.""iltri"a 38 oer cent oi th" tot.l harvest' ln the equally good season oi
iebd-go ih"r. counties retr-rrned onty 27 Per cent of the total' a resulr both of
a".ir"i.e yields on unfertilised soils and ol the reversion of cropland to

"^.tr." 
-o.' to more Intensive uses. Several of these counties afso recorded

i..finin" poputations betveen I881 and 1891, conforming to the tendency on

f.f., 
-w..ja'frtntiers 

Ior the maxiaium rural poPulation to be attained within a

generation of first agricultural settlem€ni'

lf the Core Area showed in its declining grain Production and rural

""..f",ion some srqns of becomin-q a 'holLou frontier', the Statistical Register
Iii. ."...a. evide-nce ot lhe 'implosion' menlioned above - the growth of
D6.,,larron and industrv rn urban Adelaide, and a move to\^/ards more

I.i"".,". i.r.t of land use. Nowhere was this trend more aPParent than in
Counrv Ad"lrLcle. t'Jith only 4 per.ent of rhe rordl cultrvated ldnd Ii hdd 50

r", ."., .f Ihc mdrket qarden 
-ldnds of lhe colonv 60 p"r renr of thF orchard

i..a", al irer cent of tlhe vines, 88 per cent of the orange trees and 50 Per
cent of lhe Peas

The Nevlv Settled Wheatlands enveioPed the core, narrowly on the Murray
ptains- ti-thE-iaii5ii xGnding a long salient northwards into the Flinders
Ranges .rn.l occuPyrnc lhe wholP of Yorke Peninsuld lhi' was a reqron
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created by the wheal boom of the Iate sixties and seventies, the lands of
'credit selection' of 320 and 640 acre (c. 130-259 ha) s€ctions, a region of
governmen t-survey ed, parkland-fringed towns in cont.ast to th€ Pri\lately
surveyed lowns of the Core. Cheaply construcled narrow gauge rail\^,ays,
funded by the revenues of buoyant land sdIes, had been buill inland irom a
number of coastal points, By 1688 there \,,/ere two narro\./-gauge extensions far
into the pastoral interior, to Coward south of Lake Eyre, and a highly
profitable line to Cockburn on ihe N.S.W. border, tapping the Broken Hill ore
trade and a substantial \rool and livestock flov from western N.S.W. Thus the
dual gauges, products respectively of a slo,,,/ and a raPid Period of land
settlement, broke the South AustraLian railways into four more or less
independent syslems with three awkward break-of-gauge poiots' Potentially the
breaks-of gauge might hawe p.ovided incentives for the growth of outlying
regiooal centres competing ,rith Adelaide in the provision of services for their
immediate hinterlands. However the focal points of northern netvork were split
between two centres, Port Augusta_ and Port Pi.ie. The \restern net\tork based
on the copper melting cenlre of wallaroo carried little but uheat and copper
ore, while the southeastern nelwork ran through lightly settled country and
carried litt1e traffic at all. The central 5'3" network provided efficient if
some'/hat clipped tentacles for Adelaide's commercial suPremacy throughout the
colony, reaching the Victorian system across the 'Ninety-Mi1e Desert' of heath
and mallee and the River Murray at three points \rhere wool from the up-river
pastoral outback was transferred to rail for shipment at Port Adelaide. (23)

ln the newly settled lrh€atlands region farn1ers of the 1880s were coping \rith
t\ro kinds of environmental challenges. On the Plains west of the River
Murray, on Yorke Peninsula and in County Daly in the wallaroo hinterland
immediately to the north, the loamy soits and adequa!e rainfall \,r'ere
favourable to agriculture if the mass of mallee roots could be quickly broken
up. The techniques of 'Mullenising' and mallee rolling and the development of
the stump-jump plough were local folk technologies developed, in the
blacksmiths' shops of the frontier towns during the Previous decade, to
subdue lhe mailee woodland for ,,,/heat cultivation. Clearance .ontinued sLeadily
during the lBB0s on land selected early in the previous decade. lndeed the
Wallaroo hinterland and Murray Plains east of the Mt. Lofty Ranges vere the
two areas oi greatest agricultural intensification during the generally
srar.nant eighties. The !vo ma11ee-covered Counties of Eyre and DaIy produced
10.7 per cent of the total wheat croP io 1879-80 but 18.7 Per cent of a
similar-sized South Australian croP ren years 1ater.

Farmers on the oorthern margins'of the wheatlands, hovever, found no ready
technology to cope with unceriain rainfill. Their only solace was to be in th;
Report of the Land Comrnission whose voluminoirs minutes of evidence provide
an excellent insight into the aspirations, motives and €xPeriences of selector,
politician and administrator in Australian agriculture's first encounte. with
the climatic Iimits of cultivation. (24) Atthough the droughts of the edrly
eighties ,rere traumatic for these settlors most seem to have clung on ds
tessees on their selections for some time. lndeed the five northernmost
agricultur,rl counti,:s lying more thirn 30 miles north of Goyd€r's '1ine ol
rainlall' contribut€d 10 per cent of the South Australian wheat crop in the
excellent harvest of 1889-90 and 14 per cent in th€ drought yea. oi 1891,2. lr
was the succession ol drought5 in the mid-lB90s and the availabilii), of
alternative land on the new fronliers ol the Mu..ay Nlallee Iand5 th,rt iinillv
depopulated the m,rrginal areas by lhe turn oi the cen(ury.

fhe Cornmission could not suggest any means by which those wh.r have
suflered from 'rhar proved to be unwise land legisl.rlion, and lrom th.ir own
mrstaken estim.tte of ihe counlry' couid be reLnstated to their lormrr posriion,
but it recommende.t a simplification ol the existing land la'^,s, ihe abolition oi
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conditions as to r€sidence and cultivation and rnore generous terms for
selectors who wished !o convert their agreements -lo-Purchase to leasehold
tenure. Thus rhe long-r(raintained South Australian objeclive of establishjng a
rurat yeonranry on rts own freehold land rras suPplanted by the notion of
perpetual leases in the marginal agricultural areas. As in the pastoral areas
the Crovn would remain landovner and could impose certain conditions of use.
A lurther proposaL \{as to establish regionai Land Boards to classify Crown
tand, fix ihe price or annual rental and select apPlicants for Iand' These
reccmm€ndations were put into effect in the Crown Lands Act of 1888, the
twenty-first amendment to South Australia's land legislation in twenty years.
The Act was a radical change in that it dbolished credit selection on deferred
payment and substituted a system of leasing '"/aste lands, either lrith eventual
right of purchdse or pe.petual ledse subject 'to revaluation every 14 years. lt
signified a trend towards finer tuning of land management in South Australia,
and recognised the need for a more sensitive administration of an existing
resource rdther than the disposal of the public domain as an instrument to
develop the province and raise revenue.

Three Outlyrne DLsLncts completed the mosaic of sub-regions of the Settled
A.€ds. O; -E ?e Pinfi;;la and Kangaroo lsland these settlements were simPly
coastal footholds for pastoral. communities in areas of moderate rainfall but
impoverished soils and scaoty natural Pasture. In i889 the eotire Peninsula
area west of Spencer Gulf held oniy B per cent of the sheep and produced
only 2 per cenl of the South Austrdlian vheat crop. The Southeast
produciive. There were long-established sma11 iarming communities on the
voicanic plains around Mount Gambier and recently established ones on a
patch of red-bro'./n loam inland at Bordertown, on the newly comPleted railway
to Melbourne. The southeast accounted for 22 per cent of the South Australian
sheep flock and 70 per cent of the Polalo crop but only 1.6 per cent of the
wheat. ln contrast to rhe episodic droughts of the norlhern wheatlands the
Southeastern problem was ,raterlogging - a consequence of a nearly level
terrain in which the seaward llov of rainwater was imPeded behind a series
oi elongated ridges roughly parallel to the coast and probably representing
former coastal dunes. Apart from the dry uplands near the Victorian border
vast areas of flat land \rere inundated for up to five months each year. ln
l863 Surveyor-General Goyder proposed a comPrehensive reglonal scheme of
draindge involvrng channels cut at right angles through the ridges. Although
some ;ork begdn rn lB5l comprehensive drainage proceeded ePisodically until
1970, a reflection of limiied public iunding and confiicting technical views on
wherher to discharge the water through deeP cuts into the sea or along
assisted natural channels into the Coorong at the mouth of the Murray.
whereas the landscapes of rhe wheatlands were essentially 'made' within a
decade of the first land sales, landscape making in the Southeast vas a
painstaking and prolonged process. 1ts course is described in detail by
williams. (25)

To be continued in next issue of Newsletter,
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Museum Di,:ector, Dr, Peter Cahalan, is seeking information about tife and
limes oI 1855 in preparation for the Museum's Come Out 81 Youth Festival - a
re-€nactment of the 1855 election. Material irill be used in resources kits
'{hich will be sent to participating schools. Any information sent to Dr.
Cahalan at the Constitutional MLrseum of South Australia, North Terrace,
Adelaide, 5000 .rill be acknowledged and returned to the sender.

Dr. Cahal-an says the election re-enactment is expected to become a major part
oi the bt annual Come Out FestivaI. Thousands of children throughout the
Sfare urill take part io the election and the final event will be a debate
betueen the 15 elected representatives \rhich will be held in ihe former House
oi Assembly chamber at the Museum. The election in 1855 was the last to
contajn non-€lected members and it went on to draw up a constitution for
South ALrstrdha.

lu.rhe. illfo.mation can be obtained from the Museum-

ihe Museum's second major display - Women in Politics - uill open in the
main dlsplay area in February. The display traces the history of the
granting of the vote to women in South Australia and the United Kingdom.

The Speaker's Corner display area nolr
50th anniversary or the 1931 Beef March.
Unemployed Workers' Union.

features a display commemorating the
The display has been put on by the

Other displays planned for Speaker's Corner include th€ Communist Party of
Australia; The A.N,Z. Bank, The Liberal Party and The Public Trustee.

The Museum's 'Bound for South Australia' audio visual programme screens
daily from 10.05 (l"rondays through Fridays; 1,35 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays
i.35 p.m,) to 3.20 p.m. The Museum is open Mondays through Fridays 10.00
a.m. to 5.00 p.m. and Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays, 1.30 p.m. to
5,00p.m, Admission lo display areas is free but a charg€ of 92.00 for adults
and 9OC for children, students, pensioners and unemployed is made for the
'Bound for South Australia' programme.

Further information is available from The Constitutional Museum, North
Terrace, Adelaide, 5000. (Telephone 212-6066),

11, NOI,IINATIONS FOR THE SOCIETY'S COUNCIL FOR 1981 ---
Nominalions are he.eby called for the positions of President, Vice,President,
Treasur€r, Secretary and eight other positions on the CounciL Nominations,
signed by both the propos€r and the nominee should b€ lodged with the
Secretary, Institute Building, 122 Kintore Avenue, Adelaide, 5000 by 22nd
February, 198i. The neu Couocil will take office after ihe Annual General
Meeting on 3rd Aprii, 1981.
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